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 Dr. Alvin Leal of the 
National Meat Inspection 
Service (NMIS) said Cebu 
has stable pork supply 
despite the ban on the entry 
of meat from areas where 
Asian Swine Fever (ASF) was 
reported..
 Leal said they urged 
the people to patronize our 
Cebu-produced pork amid 
claims of some suppliers that 
the demand decrease, maybe 
because of ASF report. Our 
meat passed inspection in 
the slaughterhouses and 
markets to ensure its safety.
 Leal said NMIS is on 
constant monitoring and 
implementing laws in 
support with an executive 
order issued by Cebu Gov. 
Gwen Garcia. Negros oriental 
also banned the entry of 
pork products from other 
provinces. These include 
beef and chicken mixed with 
pork.
 He said Cebu’s pork 
industry is worth P11-
billion consisting only of 
commercial farms, and 
excluding backyard raisers 
which are hard to include in 
the inventory.
 With the effort of the 
Department of Agriculture 
(DA) and Central Visayas 
leaders, the entry of pork 

meat in ASF reported areas 
is continuously prevented. 
 Just recently, Leal said 
Garcia issued another order 
banning the pork from Region 
8, that include Tacloban City 
and Ormoc City on fear that 
Luzon meat will enter Cebu 
through the region.
 “We ban the entry of 
pork meat in Region 8 for 
fear that Luzon pork meat 
can reach Cebu via Ormoc 
City, Tacloban City and other 
areas of Eastern Visayas,” 
Leal said.
 He said Ilo-Ilo pork is 
acceptable in Cebu because 
it also bans the entry of pork 
from Luzon to their place. 
Mindanao which has no ASF 
report is sending carcass and 
frozen pork to Region 7.
 Commercial hog raisers 
claimed 80 percent of the P11 
billion industry. The other 
20 percent is supplied by 
other sources like Mindanao, 
Ilo-Ilo and imports.
 On imported meat, 
Leal said we have sources 
mostly from Europe like 
Netherlands, Spain, Belgium 
and United Kingdom.
 “We import meat from 
the United States mostly beef 
and poultry,” Leal said.
 On the other hand, NMIS 
wants to improve abattoirs 

and poultry dressing plants 
in Region 7. In fact, they 
have programs tie-up with 
Local Government Units 
(LGUs) to improve meat 
establishments to stop “floor 
dressing” practices.
 So far,  there are 
two “Class Double A” 
slaughterhouses in Cebu 
whch are owned by the 
Talisay City Government and 
Sunpride, a privately-owned 
slaughterhouse.
 In Bohol, two Double 
A are owned by Alturas 
Slaughterhouse and Bohol 
Quality Slaughterhouse.
 “We have no accredited 
slaughterhouse in other 
areas,” Leal said.
 There are slaughter-
houses invested by LGUs, not 
accredited by NMIS but the 
meat inspectors are trained 
by NMIS.
 In Cebu City, the old 
slaughterhouse is not 
anymore suitable, hence, it 
was condemned. There is a 
plan to construct another 
one but the city government 
is still looking for a site, 
especially that the existing 
place is within Mandaue City.
 If a local government 
will is planning to build a 
slaughterhouse, the NMIS 
will determine if it will 

P11B Cebu pork 
industry ‘safe’
Gov. Gwen Garcia issues another ban from region 8

follow the standard. He 
said NMIS will give cash 
assistance and assist LGUs in 
the implementation of their 
slaughterhouse programs.
 It will be mandatory for a 
Double A slaughterhouse to 
pass the Food Manufacturing 
Practices Unit (FMPU) to 
be issued full certification 
that they are Double A. The 

meat product can be sold all 
throughout the country.
 On the other hand, it 
is mandatory for a Triple A 
slaughterhouse to pass the 
FMPU audit so it can be 
issued authority to operate. 
The product can  be sold 
throughout the country like 
Double A, and the meat can 
also be exported. EOB

Dr. Alvin Leal of the National Meat Inspection Service
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 Land Transportation 
Office (LTO) 7 Director 
Victor Emmanuel Caindec 
said they will offer a free 
mobile education program 
for people who wants to 
secure driver’s license.
 Caindec said the 
education center will be 
placed at the building 
adjacent to the Cebu South 
Bus Terminal at Natalio 
Bacalso Ave., Cebu City, 
formerly occupied by the 
regional office.
 “But we will qualify 
it. Only those who cannot 
afford to enroll in driving 
academy can join this. 
Theapplicants who are in the 
higher brcket of society shall 
go to the accredited “Driving 
Academy.”
 Recently, the LTO 
announced that they 
will make it as a driver’s 
license pre-requisite for 
the applicant to submit a 

certificate of completion of 
driver’s education.
 Caindec said it will 
professionalize driving in the 
country. Gone are the days 
that a bus conductor who was 
trained by his driver for a few 
days will immediately apply 
for driver’s license even if he 
don’t know about the traffic 
rules.
 Caindec said they 
recognized the fact that 
several people cannot afford 
to pay for Driver’s Academy 
expenses, so that a free 
mobile education will be 
established by LTO for the 
poor.
 “This will be a Mobile 
Education Unit of the LTO. 
This is separate from our 
plan for other agencies to 
make their own capacity 
program for new drivers,” 
Caindec said.
 Earlier, former 
congressman Pastro Alcover 

Jr. said that with the 
requirement, he will request 
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo 
Labella to utilize the 
Department of Manpower 
and Development Program 
(DMDP) to tie-up with LTO 
so the poor applicants can 
be educated on driving for 
free.
 Alcover is the founder 
of Motorcycle Taxi (Motax) 
which is now a cooperative 
under the Cooperative 
Development Authority 
(CDA).
 Caindec is strongly 
supporting Alcover’s 
suggestion because the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) 
has the best position on the 
needs of its constituents.
 “We at LTO should tie-
up with the LGUs especially 
this time that solving the 
lingering traffic problems 
needs the support of the 
public,” Caindec said. EOB

LTO to offer free mobile education

 Philippine Airlines 
warned the public against 
a phishing site circulating 
a “fake advertisement” 
purportedly offering a chance 
to win plane tickets.
 In an advisory on its official 
Facebook page and website, 
PAL said opening the site where 
the bogus ad appears places 
personal data at risk.
 The airline company 
described the fake ad as 
showing a PAL logo with the 
phrase ‘Home in the Sky’ and 
entices “netizens to answer 
a number of questions in 
exchange for a chance to win 
plane tickets.”
 “We urge everyone NOT 

TO open the site as doing 
so will compromise your 
personal data,” the PAL 
advisory reads.
 “Our Information 
Systems Department has 
classified it as a phishing site 
designed to capture personal 
information,” it added.
 PAL said it is 
coordinating with authorities 
regarding the incident, and 
warned those behind it “to 
desist from carrying out this 
illegal act.”
 It reiterated that all 
official advertisements of 
the company are posted 
on its official website, 
and Facebook page.

PAL cautions public 
vs. phishing site

 Congress granted the 
Department of Information 
and Communications 
Technology (DICT) close 
to P10 billion annual 
budget for 2020 General 
Appropriations Act (GAA) to 
better equip the government 
of interconnection 
worldwide.
 Senator Sonny Angara, 
chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Finance, 
noted how DICT budget 
consistently increased over 
the years, P2.9 billion in 
2017, P4.7 billion in 2018, 
P6.2 billion in 2019 and 
close to P10 billion for 
2020.
 “The world is quickly 
moving towards the digital 
age. The government 
has to keep up with the 
demands brought about 
by this shift. Tech-savvy 
Filipinos demand this, 
which is why the DICT, 
as the agency in charge 
of all things related to 
IT, was granted a bigger 
budget to undertake the 
programs needed to make 
this happen,” Angara 

said.
 The DICT is tasked 
to make classrooms, 
workforces, workplaces 
and communities digital, 
meaning they have 
access to the Internet 
and mobile forms of 
communication. Funding 
for the establishment of 
infrastructure for a national 
government data center will 
also be made available.
 In a press release, 
it showed that national 
government data center will 
serve as launching point for 
many government services 
such as cloud computing, web 
hosting, server colocation 
and other operations.
 “When agencies 
and offices are able to 
communicate with each 
other real time, more work 
can be accomplished at a 
faster pace and all of this 
will mean better service 
for the public and the 
taxpayers in particular,” 
Angara said.
 He said the budget 
will also support the 
implementation of 

Government Emergency 
Communications System 
(GECS). GECS is intended 
to provide emergency 
communication systems 
in disaster-stricken areas 
because when earthquakes, 
typhoons or even volcanic 
eruptions strike, one of the 
biggest problems faced by 
aid responders is that the 
lines of communication are 
down.
 “One of the most 
important things that we 
need when disaster strikes 
is constant communication 
with the affected areas. 
The responders need to 
know the situation on the 
ground and what is needed 
by the communities,” 
Angara said.
 As part of the efforts 
to streamline government 
procedures, the DICT budget 
will also contain funding 
in developing National 
Government Portal (NGP).
 The NGP will serve as 
a one-stop gateway for all 
web-based government 
content so that citizens and 
businesses in particular 

will be able to have access 
to information useful to 
them without having to 
navigate through different 
and often unintuitive web 
pages.
 Implementation of 
the Free Wi-Fi in public 
places and in the state 
universities and colleges 
will continue and will 
cover more areas.
 Connectivity will not 
be possible though without 
a fast and reliable internet 
connection in all parts of 
the country, which is why 
funding was also provided 
for the DICT to implement 
the national broadband 
program, Angara said.
 The National 
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission (NTC), which 
is under DICT, was also 
granted an additional 
P3.321 billion for its 
general administration 
and support, the 
implementation of its 
National Emergency 
Communication Resiliency 
Program, and ICT 
modernization program.

DICT gets almost P10-B for 2020
 The economy grew at its 
fastest clip for 2019 in the 
quarter ending December.
 Gross domestic pro-
duct stretched 6.4 percent 
in the fourth quarter period 
versus the revised 6 percent in 
the third quarter and the 6.4 
percent median forecast of 22 
economists in a Bloomberg poll. 
 This brought average 
GDP growth for the full-year 
to 5.9 percent.
 Economic managers 
earlier attributed the 
sluggish growth in the first 
and second quarters of last 
year to the delayed passage 
of the 2019 budget, but said 
they expected growth to 
recover in the second half 
as spending increased and 
interest rates were cut. 
 The state statistics 
agency earlier reported 
that the economy grew 6.2 
percent in the third quarter, 
but lowered this to 6 percent. 
 Bangko Sentral (BSP) 
Gov. Benjamin Diokno 
signaled a 50-point cut to the 
lending rate to remedy the 
“sluggish” growth. 

GDP grows
6.4 % in
4th quarter

Smoking Kills
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 The Anti-Money 
Laundering Council (AMLC) 
signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA),with the 
Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. (PAGCOR) to 
reinforce their cooperation 
for its feedback mechanism 
amid money laundering and 
terrorism financing risks that 
come in the midst of the rise 
in internet-based casinos, 
casino junkets, as well as 
Philippine Offshore Gaming 
Operators (POGOs).
 Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP) Governor and 

AMLC Chairman Benjamin 
E. Diokno, said the MoA with 
PAGCOR will similarly allow 
them to collaborate in terms 
of sharing studies, research, 
and information in recent 
emerging trends related 
to money laundering and 
terrorism financing.
 “The actionable 
information that we share 
with each is important 
in supporting financial 
investigations,” Mr. Diokno 
said, adding that “the MoA 
will allow us to carry out 
capacity-building measures 

to address the said threats.”
 “The latest National 
Risk Assessment notes high 
sectoral money laundering 
threat among designated 
non-financial businesses 
and professions, including 
casinos which are highly 
vulnerable,” he said.
 Mr. Diokno said the 
increase in different varieties 
of casino operations as well as 
the decrease in transparency 
of high-rollers that always 
bet using a large amount of 
money resulted to “much 
vulnerability” in terms of 

identifying sources and the 
movement of funds.
 “This calls for strict 
enforcement of and 
compliance to anti-money 
laundering and counter-
terrorism financing policies, 
urging the full cooperation 
of covered persons during 
the conduct of examinations 
especially with the rise of 
POGOs,” he said.
 The amended Anti-
Money Laundering Act or 
Republic Act No. 10927 
enacted in 2017, considered 
casinos as “covered persons.”

 Mr. Diokno cited 
PAGCOR’s role to supervise, 
assess, and monitor whether 
casinos comply on their 
obligations as per the Anti-
Money Laundering Act, the 
Casino Implementing Rules 
and Regulations, among 
other relevant issuances. 
He noted that the agency 
informs AMLC of the results 
of its inspections.
 PAGCOR operates nine 
casino branches as well as 32 
satellite casinos all over the 
country.

 INSULAR LIFE 
Assurance Co., Ltd. (InLife) 
recently introduced the Peso 
Global Technology Fund in 
its portfolio, marking the 
first of such offering within 
the local insurance industry.
 InLife President and 
CEO Mona Lisa B. de la Cruz 
said in spite of being a global 
fund, investors need not buy 
dollars for the fund since it is 
peso-denominated.
 The Peso Global 
Technology Fund invests a 
big portion of its assets in 
a fund whose fundamental 
investment is exposed 
to equity securities of 
technology companies across 
the globe, the life insurance 
firm said in a statement.
 “Our world today is 
dominated by technology 
and will continue to be so in 
the foreseeable future. We 
believe this is an opportune 
time to invest in global 

 THE Department of 
Agriculture (DA) ordered 
its agencies to craft 
programs that will boost 
the competitiveness of the 
Philippine onion and garlic 
crops.
 The DA said its policy 
and planning office (PPO), 
the Bureau of Plant Industry 
(BPI) and the Agribusiness 
and Marketing Assistance 
Service (AMAS), have 
been ordered to draft and 
implement “appropriate 
medium- and long-term 
policies and programs to 

enhance the competitiveness 
of the country’s onion and 
garlic industry.”
 The instructions were 
contained in the DA’s 
Administrative Order no. 2, 
series of 2020.
 The PPO was tasked to 
find out the yearly onion and 
garlic requirement based 
on five years of data. It is 
likewise directed to design a 
support and incentive system 
for farmers to encourage 
them to shift to high-value 
crops.
 “We must define and 

operationalize medium- 
to long-term strateg(ies) 
that will, among others, 
provide the necessary 
support and counter-
funding with organized 
farmers’ groups, accredited 
importers and traders, and 
local government units,” 
Agriculture Secretary 
William D. Dar said in a 
statement.
 The BPI is assigned 
to take a close watch 
and appraise domestic 
production, and ensure 
food safety compliance by 

domestically-produced and 
imported onion and garlic.
 The AMAS will 
undertake the “identification, 
information dissemination 
on onions and garlic, 
and updating of supply 
and demand (estimates), 
including institutional 
buyers, regular price 
advisories at retail markets, 
and market intelligence and 
surveillance.”
 Non-compliant cold 
storage warehouse (CSW) 
operators specializing in 
garlic and onions, were 

given a grace period of six 
months to comply with food 
safety standards and register 
their facilities with the DA. 
All registered CSWs have 
been instructed to submit 
their inventory of local and 
imported allium products 
every two weeks to the 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
Allium Monitoring Team.
 In 2018-2019, the 
country produced  208,448 
metric tons (MT) of red 
onion and 31,866 MT of 
yellow onion, and imported 
11,488 MT of yellow onion. 

InLife initiates new peso-denominated global fund

technology because the 
sector offers a steady stream 
of solid growth,” Ms. De La 
Cruz said.
 The Peso Global 
Technology Fund is 
available will be available 
starting next week, Jan. 28 
through InLife’s variable 
universal life products, as 
well as through its wealth 

assure global, wealth secure 
global, solid fund builder, 
wealth protect, variable 
returns asset and the 
variable returns asset-first 
million fund.
 In 2018, InLife booked 
P22.2 billion in consolidated 
revenues, which was 13% 
higher than the P19.71 billion 
recorded a year prior.

DA agencies to raise onion, garlic competitiveness

AMLC, PAGCOR sign MoA on money laundering risks

BSP warns public  
vs fake bank FB

 The Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas warned the public 
against fraudulent social 
media accounts posing to be 
BSP’s official accounts.
 The BSP made the 
warning after a fake central 
bank Facebook page posted 

a picture of allegedly new 
banknote designs. It has since 
began circulating online. 
 It can be noticed that “the 
images and information on 
Philippine currency posted 
in the account are false as 
they clearly inconsistent with 

the features of 
genuine Philippine 
banknotes.”
 The BSP 
said it has already 
talked to Facebook 
to take down the 
fake account even 
as it advises the 
public to follow 
only its official 
social media 
accounts such 
as: Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/BangkoSentralngPilipinas/, 
Twitter https://twitter.com/BangkoSentral and Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/bangkosentral/
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 Celebration of the 
Chinese New Year to 
welcome the Year of 
the Metal Rat is not 
auspicious to many 
today. The spread 
of a new strain of 
the coronavirus is 
responsible for this. 
 For a year that 
supposedly brings 
prosperity to many, 
the coronavirus has 
led to the lockdown 
of the city of Wuhan, 
along with two other 
Chinese cities Huangang and Ezhou on the eve of the new 
year celebration, January 25, 2020.
 I first learned of the coronavirus when a text message 
spread in Cebu City about the arrival of a Chinese mother and 
her child last January 12, 2020 in Cebu. The two were said to be 
tourists who arrived for the Sinulog 2020 celebration.
 Passengers from China who were exhibiting 
symptoms of fever and colds, the two should have never 
been allowed to out of the Mactan-Cebu International 
Airport (MCIA) by quarantine authorities.
 Nevertheless, they got out of the airport and supposedly 
went to their rented AirBnb room in Cebu City. Because 
of the flu like symptoms, the two went to the Chong Hua 
hospital for a checkup. Released by the hospital a while 
later, the initial result of a test supposedly caused alarm. 
They were positive of the coronavirus.
 After a fervent search, they soon found themselves at 
the Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical Center (VSMMC) on 
January 18, 2020 and finally confined until a second test 
shall have found them positive or not.
 After several days, the second test only found the child 
positive but by this time had already recovered. Phew!
 The coronavirus was first detected by Chinese 
authorities in Wuhan and has spread to South Korea, 
Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, the 
United States, and the Philippines. 
 It is believed that the infected has now reached over a 
thousand and at least nearly 20 had died.
 Coronaviruses are a family of viruses that cause 
infections in the respiratory system. There are seven 
known coronaviruses, including the newly identified 2019-
nCoV. SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) was 
the coronavirus behind a deadly outbreak from 2002 to 
2003, which infected 8,098 people and killed 774. 
 MERS (also called Middle East Respiratory Syndrome), first 
identified in 2012, is another recent and ongoing coronavirus 
outbreak, with cases reported as recently as this week. 
 Of the 2,494 cases and 858 deaths associated with 
MERS, most occurred in the Arabian Peninsula. The 
Wuhan coronavirus is different from these diseases, 
however, and it has never been seen in people before. 
I hope health authorities will succeed in controlling the 
spread of the virus.

 As a festival in the hearts 
of devotees and revelers 
especially those who spilled 
into the streets of Cebu City, 
Sinulog 2020 a huge success.
 However, there is a need 
to evaluate the preparations 
especially the performance of 
the Sinulog Governing Board.
 We point this out 
because of two marketing 
controversies. One, the 
anomalous exclusive contract 
granted to a television 
station. Two, Cebuanos 
were also aghast at the 
exclusive contract granted 
to San Miguel for selling 
meat products at Sinulog fair 
booths.
 For intervening, Cebu 

City Mayor Edgar Labella 
was hailed as the man who 
stood by public interest.
 However, let us analyze 
this praise of the mayor and 
condemnation of the Sinulog 
Foundation Inc.
 The marketing plan 
submitted by the marketing 
team was approved by 
Sinulog Governing Board 
(SGB) before it was 
implemented. Mayor Labella 
headed the SGB.
 Come to think of it, 
the controversy over the 
exclusive television contract 
could have been avoided 
had a more experienced 
marketing team been hired by 
the Sinulog 2020 organizers.

Looking into the team, it 
was hastily organized by the 
Sacred Heart alumni close 
to the major supporters of 
Mayor Labella.
 And had they really 
attracted enough sponsors? 
Minus an audit by either a 
private auditing firm or the 
Commission on Audit (COA) 
or both, we could just reflect 
on the lack of sponsors’ 
buntings around the Sinulog 
parade route.
 While organizers had 
a hard time controlling the 
crowd outside the Cebu City 
Sports Center, at the bleachers, 
nearly half are empty.
Hmmm. Was Sinulog 2020 
successful then?

How was Sinulog 2020?

Coronavirus
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BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Cebu Legal 
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

 The Constitution of 
the United States so as 
the Philippines mandates 
separation of Church and 
State yet it does not mean 
that the Nation will become 
a nation of atheist and 
arrogant people who will 
insult Divine Providence. 
The Country’s constitution 
have used words such as 
Divine Providence and 
Almighty in its preamble. 
In the Philippines, the two 
Great Presidents who were 
the ushers of Philippine 
Republicanism, Don Manuel 
and Don Sergio observed 
“Thanksgiving Day” after the 
United States.
 Cebu Legalpedia 
is reprinting the two 
presidential orders:
Proclamation No. 9

Great Philippine Presidents honored by observing thanksgiving
D E S I G N A T I N G 
THURSDAY, THE 28TH OF 
NOVEMBER, 1935, AS 
A DAY OF NATIONAL 
THANKSGIVING
Whereas, the President of the 
United States, in accordance 
with custom, has set aside 
Thursday, November twenty-
eighth, nineteen hundred 
and thirty-five, as a day of 
national thanksgiving; and
Whereas, it is most 
appropriate that on 
this, the first year of the 
Commonwealth, the day be 
observed in the Philippines 
as in the United States and 
that the Filipino people be 
apprised of the proclamation 
by the President of the United 
States of America.
Now, therefore, I, Manuel 
L. Quezon, President of 
the Philippines, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, 
November twenty-eight 
nineteen hundred and thirty-
five as a day of thanksgiving in 
the Philippines and do enjoin 
upon the inhabitants thereof 
to repair to their respective 
houses of worship and offer 
thanks to Almighty God for 
the blessings which He has 
bestowed upon this country; 
for the establishment of the 
Commonwealth based upon 
the free will and suffrage 

of the Filipino people and 
for the generosity of the 
American Government and 
people in granting to us this 
final concession preparatory 
to the achievement of 
the status of a free and 
independent nation; to make 
humble acknowledgment of 
our devout gratitude to Him 
for the bountiful blessings 
that have been vouchsafed 
to us during the past year 
and for the spirit of peace 
and goodwill that reigns 
supreme among all elements 
of our people; and I do also 
furnish, for the respectful 
and careful consideration of 
the people of the Philippines, 
the following proclamation 
of President Roosevelt:”
Don Sergio’s (sworn as 
President on August 1, 
1944 and installed in the 
Philippines at the Leyte 
Provincial Capitol by 
General Douglas McArthur 
on October 23, 1944 days 
after the famous Leyte 
Landing) presidential 
order: PROCLAMATION 
NO. 22
DESIGNATING THURSDAY, 
THE TWENTY-SECOND 
OF NOVEMBER, 1945, 
AS A DAY OF NATIONAL 
THANKSGIVING
WHEREAS, the people of 

the Philippines traditionally 
observe a day of national 
thanksgiving; and
WHEREAS, our gratitude to 
Divine Providence in this, the 
year of our liberation from 
direct oppression, is fervent 
and deep;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, 
SERGIO OSMEÑA, President 
of the Philippines, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November twenty-second, 
nineteen hundred and forty-
five, as a day of thanksgiving 
in the Philippines.
Having passed through three 
bitter years of fire and blood 
and preserved an abiding 
faith in God and our destiny 
as a nation, remaining loyal 
to our ideals and institutions, 
we have emerged, spiritually, 
if not materially, the stronger 
for the test.
We have deepened our 
understanding and our 
sense of unity and social 
responsibility, and may 
meet with fortitude the tasks 
which confront us.
Not only do we once again 
live in freedom and at peace, 
but we have been privileged 
to make important advances 
preparatory to the work of 
reconstruction.
Let us then, on the day 
appointed, each in his own 

way, but together as a people, 
repair to our respective, altars 
and houses of worship to 
offer our thanks to Almighty 
God for the blessings he has 
bestowed.
In witness whereof, I have 
hereunto set my hand 
and caused the seal of the 
Commonwealth of the 
Philippines to be affixed.
Done at Honolulu, Hawaii, 
this 18th day of November, in 
the year of Our Lord, nineteen 
hundred and forty-five, and 
of the Commonwealth of the 
Philippines, the eleventh.”
 Don Sergio Osmena 
Sr. lost to Senator Manuel 
Acuna Roxas in the special 
presidential election of April 
23, 1946. Don Sergio the 
founder of the Nacionalista 
Party refused to campaign 
as he firmly believed that the 
election is untimely as the 
nation needs to be rebuild. 
Senators Roxas and Quirino 
who were both members of 
the Nacionalista Party when 
defeated in the convention 
refused to honor the result and 
decided to run calling their 
group as the “Liberal Wing of 
the Nacionalista Party”, after 
winning the election they 
formally launched and named 
their own political party as 
“Liberal Party”.

 Oil prices rose to their 
highest in more than a week 
on Monday after two large 
production bases in Libya 
began shutting down amid 
a military blockade, risking 
reducing crude flows from 

Oil 
price 
hike

the OPEC member to a 
trickle.
 Brent crude LCOc1 
settled up to 35 cents or 0.5% 
at $65.20, having earlier 
touched $66 a barrel, its 
highest since Jan. 9.
 West Texas 
Intermediate CLc1 last 
traded 12 cents, or 0.2% 
higher, at $58.66 a barrel, 
after rising to $59.73, the 
highest since Jan. 10.
 Two major oilfields 
in southwest Libya 
began shutting down on 
Sunday after forces loyal 
to KhalifaHaftar closed 
pipeline, potentially cutting 
national ouputto a fraction of 
its normal level, the National 
Oil Corporation said.
 NOC declared force 
majeure on crude loadings 
from the Sharara and El 
Feel oilfields, according to a 
document seen by Reuters.
 The closure, which 
follows a blockade of 
major eastern oil ports, 
risked taking almost all the 

country’s oil output offline.
 However, the earlier rise 
in oil prices eased after some 
analysts and traders said 
supply disruption in Libya 
will be short-lived and could 
be offset by other producers, 
limiting the impact on global 
markets. (Reuters)

* * *
 Asian shares took a 
sudden lurch lower on 
Tuesday as a ripple of risk 
aversion swept markets, 
though analysts could find 
no obvious trigger for the 
move.
 Safe-haven bonds and 
the yen edged higher in 
what was very thin trade, 
leading dealers to find likely 
culprits.
 Some thought mounting 
concerns about the 
coronavirus outbreak in 
China might be having an 
impact given the threat of 
contagion as hundreds of 
millions travel for the Lunar 
New Year holidays.
 While the trigger was 

uncertain, the price action 
was clear enough with 
MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia Pacific shares outside 
Japan .MIAPJ0000PUS 
slipping .09%
 The mood has already 
been cautious after the 
International Monetary Fund 
trimmed its global growth 
forecasts, mostly due to a 
surprising sharp slowdown 
in India and other immerging 
markets. (Reuters)

* * *
 Foregone income from 
Taal volcano’s eruption 
could hit as much as P4.314 
billion, equivalent to 0.17% 
of the region’s economic 
output in 2018 according 
to the National Economic 
and Development Authority 
(NEDA).
 The agriculture and 
fishery sector could account 
for almost three-quarters 
of P3.167 billion of the 
unrealized income, NEDA 
said in an e-mailed report.
 The foregone income 

in agriculture is equivalent 
to 2.32% of the gross value 
added (GVA) in agriculture, 
fishery and forestry in the 
Calabarzon Region, made up 
of the provinces of Cavite, 
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and 
Quezon.

* * *
 The Philippine welcomes 
more dollars in 2019, driving 
the balance of payments 
(BoP) surplus that was 
the biggest since 2012 and 
reversing the deficit in 
2018, the BangkoSentral 
ng Pilipinas (BSP) said on 
Monday.
 Data from the central 
bank showed the BoP - 
which is the summary of 
the country’s economic 
transactions with the rest 
of the world within a given 
period – was at a surplus 
of $7.843 billion in 2019, 
the biggest surfeit since 
the $9.236 billion tracked 
in 2012. (BusinessWorld) 
(mannyrabacal1144@gmail.

com)
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 The Philippines started 
enforcing a ban on Filipino 
workers’ deployment 
to Kuwait following an 
autopsy report which 
found OFW service worker 
JeanalynVillavende was 
sexually abused and tortured 
before she died. 
 This was prompted by 
the findings of the National 
Bureau of Investigation in 
the autopsy they conducted, 
and which is considered 
by Philippine authorities 
to hide the truth. Clearly 
they said there was clear 

evidence of sexual abuse, 
and that several organs 
of the victim have been 
missing.
 And now, authorities 
want some ‘’blood’’ or  eye 
for an eye as they fumed that 
the Kuwaiti did not observe 
the agreement with Kuwait 
to protect Filipino workers 
as they are reminded of 
the outrage Filipinos felt 
globally whenOFW Joanna 
Demafelis, was murdered 
and whose body was found 
inside a freezer in an 
abandoned apartment in 
Kuwait in 2018.

Dengue fever
 The Philippines remains 
the hardest hit of Asean 
member states of dengue. 
In 2019. AEC News reports 
states that outbreaks of the 
debilitating and frequently 
fatal mosquito born disease 
dengue this year, with more 
than 720 deaths and a further 
167,000 people infected 
between January 1 and July 
27.

 Philippine Health 
Secretary Francisco Duque 
III to said that the number of 
deaths being recorded gave 
the country the alarming title 
of having the regions highest 
dengue fatality rate. In the 
seven days between July 21 
and July 27, he said, 12,880 
new cases of dengue were 
recorded.
 Health authorities in 
the Philippines declared a 
national dengue epidemic 
on August 6 as the number 
of new cases continued to set 
new records.
 The declaration 
enabled local government 
units (LGUs) to access 
special Quick Response 
Funds as the number 
of new patients rapidly 
overwhelmed a medical 
system already struggling 
to cope with a galloping 
measles epidemic. More 
than 35,000 measles 
cases have been reported 
in the Philippines 
this year with almost 

500 deaths recorded. 
 According to the 
Department of Health (DOH) 
Western Visayas has recorded 
the most number of dengue 
cases this year with 27,765 
and 126 deaths, followed by 
Calabarzon with 19,732 cases 
and 69 deaths.
 To increase treatment 
capacity some hospitals 
have erected tents in their 
carparks and gardens, while 
bed-sharing is common. The 
Philippine Red Cross (PRC) 
has also deployed emergency 
medical tents to assist 
hospitals in the managing 
the huge influx in dengue 
patients.
 The DOH said last week 
that it expected the number 
of dengue cases will continue 
to rise until October due to 
the current wet season.
Deaths rise across Asean
 Singapore NEA officers 
inspect homes for mosquito 
breedingNEA Stop Dengue 
Now In Vietnam the Ministry 
of Health has urged local 

government units nationwide 
to ramp up programmes to 
eradicate mosquito breeding 
grounds.
 More than 115,000 
cases of dengue and 12 
deaths were recorded 
between January 1 and 
August 7, almost three 
times as many cases as for 
the same period last year.
 In Malaysia the number 
of dengue cases between 
January 1 and August 3 
almost doubled the 42,496 
cases and 70 deaths in 
the same period last year 
with 80,000 confirmed cases 
and 113 deaths.
 With several months of 
the wet season left to run 
authorities fear the number 
of cases could exceed the 
120,836 infections and 336 
deaths recorded in 2015 
during the country’s worst 
recorded dengue outbreak.
 Dengue has now reach 
other South East Asia 
countries and with alarming 
rate.

PH to ban OFWs

New board to address water problem?

 I had an opportunity of 
having a chitchat with the 
incoming MCWD Chairman 
Atty. Joey Daluz a week ago.  
 I asked him about his 
programs of addressing 
MCWD woes knowing 
how lackadaisical the 
performance of the previous 
board.  He recognized 
the severity of the water 
concern and addressing the 
expectation of the consumer 
who have risen up in arms 
on the failure of the water 
district to address the water 
conundrum.  
 But he quipped he is not 
fond of band aid solution 
but one that is thoughtfully 

weighed and pondered 
upon. With the board 
limited powers, he needs 
novel linctus in solving the 
malady.
 “Cebu is a richly endowed 
with natural resources, 
including abundant surface 
and groundwater resources. 
However, despite the 
vastness of this potential 
supply, yet Metro Cebu has 
a low freshwater availability 
per capita and experiences 
water-related problems. 
 Analyzed holistically, 
the problems will redound 
to institutional and 
management failures. The 
water governance sector 
is fragmented and the 
institutional framework 
is weak, as it is also 
given less priority by the 
government. 
 Though there is already 
the consciousness of solving 
the seemingly worsening 
problem and several moves 
were already undertaken, 
much has to be done for 
the district to attain “water 
supply and demand balance”, 
as there are a lot of things 
to do to conserve one of 

the nature’s very important 
resource- water, “ Daluz 
quipped.
 Charmaine Kara, MCWD 
spokesperson, in one of the 
meeting at the Cebu City 
Disaster Risk Management 
and Mitigation Council of 
which I presided, disclosed 
the MCWD’s water situation.
 According to her, 
population growth, business 
opportunities and in-
migration are factors that 
contributed greatly to 
the increase in the water 
demand in Metro Cebu and 
MCWD cannot cope with this 
demand.
 While the demand 
increased, over extraction, 
nitrate contamination 
and saltwater intrusion 
contributed to the depletion 
and shut down of MCWD’s 
several water sources, Kara 
noted.  The water demand 
in Metro Cebu is estimated 
at 500,000 cu. m. per day 
in 2019 but its production 
is only about 238,000 cu.m. 
per day.
 According to Kara 
MCWD’s Buhisan Dam’s 
current production is only at 

3,000 cu. m. per day which 
is less than 50 percent of 
its normal yield during the 
rainy season. Historically the 
Buhisan Dam’s production 
is at 7,000 cu. m. per day, 
except during the summer 
months where reduction of 
the supply is observed.
 “MCWD is relying on 
the increased yield from 
the Jaclupan Facility 
which is sourced from 
the Mananga River to 
serve the areas that were 
supposed to be getting the 
supply from Buhisan Dam 
which include parts of 
Cebu City,” she added.
 To serve MCWD clients, 
it accepted Pilipinas Water 
Resources Inc.’s (PWRI) 
proposal to increase its bulk 
supply in the Mambaling 
injection point by 5,000 
cu. m. per day tentatively 
within the year which means 
its contracted volume will 
increase to 10,000 cu. m. per 
day.
 This will benefit MCWD 
consumers in Mambaling, 
Inayawan, Cogon Pardo, 
Pardo, Quiot, Kinasang-
an, Basak Pardo, Basak 

San Nicolas, Duljo-Fatima, 
Sawang Calero, Suba and 
Pasil in Cebu City, Kara 
added.
 In August, MCWD 
reported a production deficit 
of 13,000 cu. m. per day due 
to the shutdown of one of its 
private supplier’s wells due 
to saltwater intrusion and 
two other wells reported to 
have reduced yields.
 The shutdown of the 
well in Consolacion and 
the lowering of the daily 
production from Cebu 
Manila Water Development 
Inc. by 3,000 cu. m. per day 
affected the water services 
to MCWD consumers 
in Compostela, Liloan, 
Consolacion, parts of 
Mandaue and the whole of 
Mactan island, Kara said.
 The reduction in 
the production of one of 
MCWD’s wells in Talamban 
affected the water supply 
for consumers in Barangays 
Banilad, Luz, parts of Lahug, 
Kamputhaw and Apas and 
for two months, MCWD 
already lost a total volume 
of close to 20,000 cu. m. per 
day. 
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 The Board of Investments 
(BOI) is working to improve 
the competitiveness of the 
country’s local healthcare 
services industry. It aims to 
make the industry prepared 
not only for the growing needs 
of the Filipinos but also for the 
growing opportunities in the 
medical tourism industry.
 Further, it aims to 
support and help enable 
the existing healthcare 
facilities and services, 
especially those licensed by 
the Department of Health 
(DOH) and/or accredited by 
the Department of Tourism 
(DOT) specifically in the 
medical tourism, wellness 
and travel industry. 
 BOI Executive Director 
Ma. Corazon Halili-Dichosa 
said, they hope to make them 
fully aware of the additional 
opportunities that a pursuit of 
international certification can 
provide. 
 “The Philippines, with 
the most hospitable, caring, 
nurturing, and wonderful 
people, coupled with the 
wonderful sights and relaxing 
places, has a lot to offer to the 
world. I think we just need to 
let the world know and while 
at that, ready our healthcare 

facilities for an experience that 
every medical tourist would 
be proud to share,” Executive 
Director Dichosa said.
 Joyce Socao-Alumno, 
President & CEO of Health 
Core, said that the safety 
and effectiveness of medical 
devices and equipment play 
a critical role in healthcare. 
The correct use and adequate 
performance maintenance of 
such can help reduce adverse 
events that will improve overall 
effectiveness of treatment 
and increase the number of 
patients who will benefit from 
the medical products.
 “It (international quality 
accreditation) is not meant 
to be a marketing badge. 
Rather, it is an assurance, a 
validation that a healthcare 
facility is practicing a culture 
of quality and excellence, 
continuously striving to 
comply with the global 
standards of patient safety and 
care. With very meticulous 
patients placing their lives 
into our hands, trust in our 
healthcare system needs to be 
established through quality 
certifications as audited by 
highly reputable and globally-
accepted accreditation agency. 
As a result, we are able to 

attract international patients, 
encourage investments, and 
provide excellent healthcare 
service to our Filipino people.” 
 BOI conducts various 
seminars as part of its 
initiatives to further develop 
globally competitive 
industries through its Industry 
Development Program (IDP). 
The Roadmap on Medical 
Travel and Wellness Tourism 
was completed in 2015 with 
the active participation 
of stakeholders. Among 
the recommendations 
in the Roadmap are the 
implementation of a uniform 
system of data collection, 
analysis and dissemination 
and the development of a 
brand strategy for the country. 
 B O I - I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
and Services Industries 
Service (ISIS) Director 
Angelita F. Arcellana said 
that the ultimate objective 
of the BOI is for healthcare 
services industry operators 
to gain actual international 
accreditation even if the 
process takes about two 
years since it is important for 
these firms to level up and 
gain the necessary footing of 
attracting more clients and 
additional investments.

BOI to improve the competitiveness 
of local healthcare services industry  Department of Trade 

and Industry (DTI) Secretary 
Ramon Lopez promotes 
Halal as business venture for 
this year.
 Lopez is also the 
Chair of the Halal 
Export Development and 
Promotion Board, a policy-
making body composed of 
public and private sector 
representatives.
 “There is big potential 
in Halal in the sense that 
there are many tourists that 
skip visiting the Philippines 
because there are only a 
few places where they can 
eat,” Lopez said. He also 
cited the recently-concluded 
Southeast Asian Games 
to illustrate the potential 
market among ASEAN 
neighbors.
The secretary suggests that 
entrepreneurs start with a 
change in mindset and see 
Halal as a lifestyle that can 
be enjoyed by everyone. 
 “DTI is promoting this 
because Halal certified food 
products connote positive 
attributes such as being 
clean, healthy, and pure. We 
encourage more companies 
to apply for Halal certification 
because it opens more 
markets, so more consumers 
can buy their products. Some 
local companies are already 
starting by certifying their 

canned tuna and corned beef 
products,” he added.
 He cites Singapore as 
a good model for domestic 
promotion. Like the 
Philippines, only 10% of the 
Singaporean population are 
Muslims, yet many groceries 
areselling Halal products.
 There are nine Halal-
certifying bodies in the 
Philippines, namely the 
Islamic Da’wah Council 
of the Philippines, Halal 
Development Institute of 
the Philippines, Mindanao 
Halal Authority, Muslim 
Mindanao Halal Certification 
Board, Halal International 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries in the Philippines, 
Mindanao Halal Authority, 
Islamic Advocate on Halal 
and Development, Philippine 
Ulama Congress Organization, 
Alliance for Halal Integrity in 
the Philippines Inc., and Prime 
Aisa Pacific. But Sec. Lopez is 
pushing for more certifying 
bodies to accommodate more 
applicants.
 Halal is an Arabic 
word that means lawful 
or permitted and refers 
to products that can be 
consumed by Muslims. Food, 
cosmetics and personal 
care items, as well as hotels 
and restaurants are some 
products and services that 
can be Halal-certified.

Halal good venture in 2020

 The Philippine Bamboo 
Industry Council (PBIC)  will 
launch an official campaign 
in March 2020  to promote 
the bamboo industry. The 
campaign will be named 
5Ks: Kawayan, Kalikasan, 
Kabuhayan, Kaunlaran, 
Kinabukasan. 
 PBIC is an interagency 
group composed of national 
and local government 
representatives created by 
Executive Order 879 
 It also mandated that 
25% of desk and other 
furniture in public schools 
should be made of bamboo.  
 The agency plans to convert 
at least 19,000 hectares of 
land into bamboo plantations 
this year. Around 13,000 
hectares of these are in 
Region 6 (Western Visayas). 
The Department of Trade 

and Industry (DTI) is 
ready to provide Shared 
Service Facilities (SSFs) for 
those who wish to venture 
into bamboo processing. 
Agri-business ventures, 
like bamboo production and 
processing, is also part of 
DTI’s Strategic Investments 
Priorities Plan (SIPP), which 
entitles investors to tax 
incentives.
 Trade Secretary and PBIC 
Chairman Ramon Lopez 
said that he also commits to 
include bamboo plantations 
in DTI’s Roads Leveraging 
Linkages of Industry and 
Trade (ROLL-IT) Program 
with the Department of 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH). The program aims 
to build “plant to market” 
roads to make the delivery 
of products easier, especially 

Bamboo council to  
launch 5Ks drive

from remote areas.
 “Bamboo planting can 
provide a sustainable source 
of livelihood to people in the 
countryside. Since the plant 
grows quickly and is weather-
resilient, it is an ideal business 
for farmers who are looking 
for alternative sources of 
income,” said Sec. Lopez.
 PBIC Vice Chairman and 
Ilocos Sur Representative 
Deputy Speaker DV Savellano 
said that the target areas for 
plantations will definitely 
increase since the Department 
of National Defense (DND) 
and some State Universities 
and Colleges also signified 
their interest to plant bamboo 
on their properties.
 Bamboo is known as 
a fast growing plant that 
has high CO2 absorptive 
capacity. It can also provide 
livelihood opportunities for 
farm communities.
 DENR Secretary Roy 
Cimatu  committed more than 
50% of its NGP to propagate 
and plant more bamboo. 



BUSINESS

Cebu Business Week8  January 21 - January 27, 2020   

 The Philippine SME-BPO 
industry has the potential to 
create 30 million jobs that 
can truthfully transform the 
country and its economy.
 “The Philippines has 
always been on the map when 
it comes to outsourcing, 
but I think we’re only just 
beginning. In fact, there 
are still 30 million jobs that 
may potentially come in 
the Philippines, and I think 
that can truly transform the 
country and its economy,” 
said Derek Gallimore, 
Founder of Outsource 
Accelerator. 
 The challenge though, 
he said, is how to keep 
the Philippine SME-
BPO industry globally 
competitive.
Nicki Agcaoili, Executive 
Director of IBPAP believes 
that to keep the industry 
globally competitive, 
the effort from both the 
organization and its 
employees should go both 
ways.
 “I think it is of utmost 
importance to not restrict 
yourselves when it comes 
to incentivizing your 
employees. Knowing how 
creative Filipinos are, we 
can say that we are already 
equipped with the evolving 
tools and skills that we 

need. The best thing to do 
to keep that momentum 
is to provide them with 
incentives that are tailored 
to fit their needs, whether 
it’s food, transportation, or 
remote work benefits. More 
than anything, investing in 
trainings is also another key. 
We have to support them so 
they can continually learn,” 
said Agcaoili.
 Another reason Filipino 
entrepreneurs and MSMEs 
are consistently becoming 
globally competitive is 
the existence of various 
companies that cater to their 
business needs. 
 “The agility of the 
Filipino talent has always 
been the main reason why 
the local BPO industry 
stays afloat, but through 
the collaboration of various 
companies, stakeholders, 
and employees, more people 
can feel empowered to pursue 
their own business paths 
which can help the industry 
as a whole to flourish even 
more,” Agcaoili said..
 The BPO sector is widely 
known as an economic 
powerhouse in the country. 
The industry comprises 
851 registered BPO 
companies and employing 
approximately 1.2 million 
people. 

BPO sees 30M 
potential jobs

 Abdulgani M. 
Macatoman, Undersecretary 
for Trade Promotions 
Group of the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) is 
optimistic that Philippine 
exporters will gain more 
opportunities in 2020 with 
the strong support and 
commitment from both the 
government and the private 
sectors.
 Macatoman said that 
based on the Balance of 
Payment Manual 6 (BPM6) 
data from the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas (BSP), the latest 
Philippine exports of goods 
and services grew by 5.1% 
year-on-year (YOY) to 
USD25.0B in the 3rd quarter 
of 2019..
 The Q3 export 
growth performance was 
strengthened by an 8.6% YOY 
increase in services exports, 
with a value of USD11.1B 
for the quarter. It was also 
supported by the 2.4% YOY 
increase in the goods exports 
valued at USD13.9B.
 Goods and services’ 
exports rose 3.7% to 
USD70.4B from January to 
September 2019. Services 
exports increased by 7.7% 
YTD to USD30.6B pusged 
by a double-digit increase 
in exports of travel services 
due to bigger international 
tourist arrivals. Aside from 
travel services, Information 
Technology and Business 
Process Management (IT-
BPM) also factored un to 

the services exports’ good 
performanxce.
Exports of electronics 
products, bananas, and 
forestry and mineral 
products also contributed to 
the moderate increase in the 
exports of goods.
 “We follow the targets 
of the Philippine Export 
Development Plan (PEDP) 
with strong support and 
commitment across major 
industries. We remain 
positive on the opportunities 
for 2020 as we in the Trade 
Promotions Group of the 
DTI continue to pursue 
the strategies for export 
growth. Currently, we 
have electronics, food and 
beverages, IT-BPM and 
business services, creative 
industries, lifestyle & 
wearables, and Halal as 
among the priority sectors 
for export promotion driven 
by global demand,” said 
Macatoman.
 Macatoman pointed out 
that under the PEDP 2018-
2022, the overall objective is 
to reach between USD122B-
USD130.8B by 2022. To 
achieve this, the DTI is 
pushing for the improvement 
of the overall climate for 
export development and 
ease of doing business. The 
availment of preferential 
trade agreements is also 
a significant aspect for 
the competitiveness of 
Philippine exports.
 “As part of the 

comprehensive package 
of support for Philippine 
exporters, we have initiatives 
to elevate the capacity of 
exporters across priority 
sectors and in parallel, we 
have identified priority 
markets for export promotion 
both for inbound and 
outbound opportunities,” 
said Macatoman.
 Among the priority export 
destinations that the TPG is 
set to visit this year for the 
outbound business matching 
missions (OBMMs), through 
the Export Marketing 
Bureau (EMB), Center 
for International Trade 
Expositions and Missions 
(CITEM), Foreign Trade 
Service Corps (FTSC), and 
various collaborators from 
other DTI units and the 
private sector to include 
both the traditional and non-
traditional markets: Europe, 
Canada, and East Asia for 
the promotion of Creative 
Services; Europe and East 
Asia for the promotion of 
Green Business; Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), Turkey, 
Egypt , China, and Iran 
for Halal Products and 
Services; ASEAN, East Asia, 
and Europe for the Lifestyle 
Sector; East Asia, Southeast 
Asia, Europe, USA, and the 
Middle East for the Food 
Sector; and Russia, Mexico 
and Africa for Fast Moving 
Goods.

PH sees more opportunities for exporters

 Having flu-like 
symptoms does not call for 
an immediate need to get 
tested for coronavirus.
Dr. Rabindra Abeyasinghe, 
World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) representative in 
the Philippines on Thursday 
said that as of the moment, 
the number is very small 
and largely concentrated in 
China.
 ” Do you have travel 
history coming from China? 
Without that evidence there 
is no need to unnecessarily 
get anxious and ask for a 
coronavirus test for anybody 
who is exhibiting respiratory 
symptoms,” said Dr. 
Abeyasinghe.
On ANC’s Headstart, 
Abeyasinghe said that thermal 

scanners cannot detect if 
a person is carrying the 
coronavirus. “At this point in 
time we have to depend largely 
on your travel history and 
exposure to possible known 
cases,” he said. 
The WHO official also urged 
the public that since it’s 
the flu season, people who 
have signs of respiratory 
infections, even if it’s just 
a common cold, should 
practice some degree of 
social etiquette. 
The 2019 Novel coronavirus 
causes respiratory 
infections”So to determine 
if somebody is actually 
infected with this virus you 
need a definitive test as we’ve 
seen in the case of the child 
detected in Cebu,” he said.

He stressed the need to be 
honest with doctors about 
their travel history so they 
can make an assessment 
and act accordingly such 
as “distancing, avoiding 
crowded places so that they 
minimize the risk of infecting 
other people. So it’s not 
only about healthy people 
trying to protect themselves 
but the onus is also on 
people exhibiting signs of a 
respiratory infection because 
we don’t know what we are 
dealing with,” he said.
While health experts are 
still trying to understand 
the clinical spectrum of the 
disease, Abeyasinghe said 
there appears to be many 
cases with mild disease but 
some of them are progressing 

to severe pneumonia.
“The spectrum of the disease 
dictates that you could have 
just respiratory infection 
with a mild fever or you 
could have a severe infection. 
We’re working to better 
understand what proportions 
are involved in this, who is 
more at risk,” he said.
It is assumed that the 2019 
Novel coronavirus is linked 
to an animal product because 
the initial outbreak in Wuhan, 
China was concentrated 
around the seafood market 
that also sells meat products.
“Basically, what has 
happened is that the virus has 
acquired the ability to move 
from one human to another 
human,” he said, adding that 
human transmission could 

be in the form of bodily fluids 
like saliva, and depending on 
the degree of contact with the 
infected person.
Coronaviruses are a large 
family of diseases ranging 
from the common cold to 
the deadlier Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS-CoV) and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), according to the 
World Health Organization.
The WHO is still in the 
process of holding talks 
to determine if there is a 
need to announce a public 
health emergency in order 
to provide a coordinated 
response across member 
states and international 
borders to address severe 
public health threats.

WHO eases alarm over new coronavirus spread
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CBW readers who hold hard copies of Cebu Business Week and enjoyed reading its contents which are 
all positive news. Left to right: Clifford Alo of Mandaue City and Gymnasr Champion Kayla Silverio1.

UPCOMING SEMINARS & TRAININGS

Negotiating for Procurement and Supply Chain Professionals
When: Jan 27 2020- 8am to Jan 28 2020 5:00 pm
Where: Parklane International Hotel, Cebu City,
For more information, you can visit our website at www.
pasia.org, or email us at or SMS/WhatsApp/Viber at +63 977 
332 3401. You may also follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram accounts @pasiaglobal 
Project Management
When: Jan 28 2020 9am to Jan 29 2020 5am
Where: St. Mark Hotel, Queens Road Camputhaw, Cebu City
This two-day workshop aims to present effective ways of 
doing things, to deliver the project with the desired quality, 
accomplishing on time, at a reasonable cost, safely and 
people are happy delivering and accomplishing the project. 
In addition, you’ll learn literally dozens of practical project-
management “how-to’s” and tips that will save you time, 
money and effort along the way.

Coop Audit Techniques and Enhancement Seminar
When: Jan 31 2020 at 8am to Feb 1 2020 12am
Where: CAMP ZUBU, Golden Heights, Ylaya, 
Talamaban, Cebu City

INCOTERMS 2020
When : Friday, January 31, 2020 9am to 5pm 
Where: Seda Ayala Center Cebu, Cebu City, Philippines
 
 INCOTERMS are the different types of shipping 
terms (via land, air, sea) used in all kinds of international 
trade transactions. The new set of INCOTERMS took effect 
worldwide last January 1, 2020. The new rules are massive, 
sweeping as well as practical. These changes will have a 
tremendous impact on the trade documentation of exporters, 
importers, traders, bankers, insurers, freight forwarders 
and carriers, and will have critical implications for their 
businesses. Understanding these new rules and incorporating 
their use in sales contracts eliminates the uncertainties, 
errors and costly mistakes in the interpretations created in 
trade transactions. 
Training Fee: P9,980 regular training fee 
 inclusive of Meals, Resource Kit, &    Certificate of 
Attendance
Who Should Attend: All Exporters, Importers, Traders, 
Bankers, Freight Forwarders and Carriers, Customs 
Brokerage, Insurance Specialists, and all those involved in 
International Trade or Purchasing. This is also for those who 
want to engage into import and export transactions such as 
entrepreneurs and businessmen. A must for decision-makers, 
CEOs, CFOs, Treasurers, Procurement Officers & Financial Auditors. 

Super Memory Program for Lawyers and Bar Examinees 
When : March 28, 2020, Saturday, 8:30am to 5:30pm 
Where: University of San Carlos, Cebu City, Philippines
Super memory champion and trainer Robert M. Racasa, 
known as the Father of Philippine Memory   Sports will 
share with you the best practices, secrets, and proven ways 
on how to memorize effectively. In this training program, we 
will help you memorize faster and more effectively, retain 
more information permanently, increase learning speed, and 
supercharge your memory. This will increase your ability to 
remember random legal terms, foreign words, republic acts, 
codals, provisions of the law, cases, notes, master charts, 
graphs and bar presentation and many more.   
 Attendees from the government are exempted from 
the P2,000.00 limit for attending training provided by 
the private sector based on Department of Budget and 
Management Circular No. 563 dated April 22, 2016.
PROGRAM FEE:     Contact 
Person: Kyra Villanueva  
P 1,800 (Non-USC Students)     Cebu 
lines: (+63 32) 512-3106 or 07  
P 2,500 (Professionals)    Email: kyra.
cgbp@yahoo.com 

DR. JULIE ANN YAP won the regional category in the 8th Philippine 
Academy of Family Physician’s “FAMILY CASE PRESENTATION 
CONTEST.” 
Dr. Yap will then compete in the national finals on March 6, 2020 at the 
Philippine International, Convention Center (PICC), Pasay City.

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION
 
Cebu Doctors’ University (CDU) President Dr. 
Philip Anthony S Larrazabal visits South Korea 
with the Nursing students.

Photo Gallery of 
Cebu Business Week readers

CNU researchers awarded 
Lockton Legacy Award

On its first ever launch, researchers from Cebu Normal University (CNU) secured the second 
place in the nationwide action research contest and got formally awarded with the Lockton 
Legacy Award at the Center for Teacher Excellence (CEFTEX) last January 7, 2020.
The winning team consisted of BSEd – Science 2B students Deann Martin T. Durano, Renz 
John Espinosa, and Tyra Lee L. Ibale, along with their adviser, Dr. Jennifer D. Paño, with 
their entry “Women Empowerment, Waste Management, and Livelihood Building Capacity of 
the Community through Vermicomposting.”

CIM-CVGH Department 
of Family & Community 
Medicine wins contest

The Academe
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 The Association of Boxing 
Alliances in the Philippines’ 
(ABAP) offers to host the 
boxing Olympic qualifying 
event for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics Games 
 Philippine Olympic 
Committee (POC) expressed 
its support to ABAP’s 
suggested stating that due 
to the ongoing coronavirus 
outbreak in the central Chinese 
City of Wuhan, it is but fitting 
to transfer the qualifying play-
offs to the Philippines
 The qualifying 
tournament for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics Games is 
scheduled from February 3 
to 14 in Wuhan, China.
“We support ABAP’s 

suggestion to transfer 
the tournament to the 
Philippines,” POC president 
Bambol Tolentino said. 
“The Philippine Olympic 
Committee will endeavor 
to assist in whatever way it 
can.”
 Tolentino appealed to 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to seriously 
consider transferring the 
venue and dates of the 
tournament since the 
outbreak of the 2019 novel 
coronavirus or 2019-nCoV is 
“alarming”.
 “The danger posed by 
possible contamination is 
highly risky and we cannot 
afford to expose not only 

our delegation but others as 
well,” Tolentino said.
 “With our recent hosting 
of the SEA Games, we have 
what it takes to successfully 
host the Olympic qualifiers. 
We have the mechanics in 
place,” said Picson.
 Despite ABAP and POC’s 
pleas, the latter will respect 
the final decision of the IOC 
regarding the situation in 
Wuhan.
 “We will abide by whatever 
decision the IOC ultimately 
makes,” Tolentino’s statement 
concluded.
 Up to six spots per weight 
division in the Olympic boxing 
event in Tokyo are at stake in 
the qualifying tourney.

 Ten teams will battle 
it out in the Cebu City 
eliminations of the Chooks-
to-Go National Basketball 
Training Center (NBTC) 
League at the Cebu City 
Sports Institute on January 
26, 2020.
 In Bracket A are the 
University of San Carlos, 
Don Bosco, Pajo National 
High School, Salazar College 
of Science and Institute of 
Technology and Southwestern 
University-Phinma. 
 Bracket B has the reigning 
Cesafi champions Ateneo de 
Cebu and their bitter rivals, 
University of the Visayas. 
Joining the two are Abellana 
National School, Cebu 
Institute of Technology-
University and the University 
of San Jose-Recoletos.  

 A game between UV 
and USJ-R will open the 
eliminations. A short opening 
program will be conducted, 
after which a triple-header 
of games will follow. 
 Ateneo de Cebu will 
slug it out with ANS, Pajo 
National High School 
will scuffle against Don 
Bosco while SWU-Phinma 
engages USC in the day’s 
final game at 4:30 p.m. 
 The teams will play 
a single round-robin in 
their bracket with the top 
two finishers advancing to 
the knockout, crossover 
semifinals. The two finalists 
of this game will earn spots 
in the NBTC national high 
school championship that 
will be happen later this 
year.

 Former Cebu Institute of 
Technology (CIT)-University 
pro Kenny Rogers Rocacurva 
leads other Cebu Schools 
Athletic Foundation, Inc.’s 
(Cesafi’s ) prized players in the 
2020 PBA D-League Draft.  
 Rocacurva, together 
with five other Cesafi 
products were selected by 
different teams to play in 

the forthcoming 2020 PBA 
D-League Aspirants’ Cup.
 Rocacurva was picked 
in the second round by his 
school, Letran, which is being 
backed by Wangs Basketball.  
 Darrell Shane Menina, 
University of Cebu’s (UC’s) 
feisty guard, was selected by 
Marinerong Pilipino in the 
sixth round. Joining him 

are two more former Cesafi 
slam dunk king, University 
of San Jose-Recoletos’ 
(USJ-R’s) Miguel Gastador, 
and former Ateneo de Cebu 
favorite Rendell Senining. 
 Former University of 
Cebu Baby Webmaster 
and former UAAP Juniors 
Most Valuable Player 
Koko Pingoy was also 

selected by the Karate Kid-
Centro Escolar University. 
 Non-Cebuano draftees 
include AMA Online 
Education homegrown 
cager Reed Baclig who was 
selected by the Titans; and 
Jamie Malonzo, who was a 
part of the Mythical Team 
this past UAAP Season 82 
for the Marinerong Pilipino. 

 Forty-one players got 
picked from the 137-strong 
pool which lasted until the 
20th round. Eleven of the 
12 participating teams in 
the upcoming 2020 PBA 
D-League Aspirants’ Cup are 
school-based.
 The 2020 PBA D-League 
Aspirants’ Cup is set to kick 
off on February 13. 

Former CIT-U cager leads Cesafi draftees in 2020 PBA D-League Draft

ABAP rallies to host 
Olympic boxing qualifiers

Chooks-to-Go NBTC Cebu elims

 The Manny V. Pangilinan 
(MVP) Sports Foundation 
has amplified its support 
for Hidilyn Diaz she focuses 
on her training for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics..
 Diaz, the country’s only 
female Olympic medalist, 
has proven to be a consistent 
force in the international 
weightlifting scene. She won 
silver medal in Rio de Janeiro 
in 2016, seized the gold in the 
2018 Asian Games and the 
2019 Southeast Asian Games.
 Diaz also bagged 
two bronzes at the 2019 
International Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) World 
Championships last September 
2019 in Pattaya, Thailand, 
which is considered a gold 
standard Olympic qualifier.
 The Philippine pride is 
presently ranked 5th in the 
world following four lifters 

who all hail from China. 
Given that a country can only 
send one athlete per weight 
division in the Olympics, this 
would smack Diaz to No. 2 in 
the rankings.
 Diaz will be participating 
in the IWF World Cup 
in Italy on January 25 to 
February 1, and the IWF 
Asian Championships in 
Kazakhstan on April 16 
to 25. These are the last 
two mandatory Olympic 
qualifiers, and Diaz is 
optimistic that she can 
improve her ranking.
 Diaz will be extensively 
training in Taiwan and 
Japan to prepare for all these 
tournaments. She will always 
be accompanied by her team 
of competent sports science 
personnel which consists 
of head coach Kaiwen 
Gao, assistant coach and 

strength and conditioning 
coach Julius Naranjo, sports 
nutrition coach Jeaneth 
Aro, sports psychologist 
Karen Trinidad, and sports 
masseuse Belen Bañas.
 Diaz is forever grateful to 
those who have supported her, 
from both the government and 
the private sector including 
Manny V. Pangilinan through 
the MVPSF.
 “Thank you for supporting 
me and my journey towards 
Tokyo 2020. Thank you for 
believing and trusting in me 
and my core team,” Diaz said 
 MVPSF has pledged 
to extend its support to 
Samahang Weightlifting 
ng Pilipinas, the sports’ 
national governing body, 
led by its president Monico 
Puentevella. 
 “MVPSF will continue 
to support and believe in 

MVP foundation drums up support for Diaz, PH weightlifters

the Filipino athlete. We 
recognize Hidilyn as a 
history-making Filipino 
athlete, and we hope that 
she, as an example, will 

inspire other athletes to 
strive hard to match or 
even surpass the level she 
has gotten to,” said MVPSF 
president Al Panlilio.
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FUn TRiVIA

You can see it easily as a dim, large gray “cloud” almost directly overhead 
in a clear night sky

The average person has at least seven dreams a night
The common garden worm has five pairs of hearts.

Baby robins eat 14 feet of earthworms every day!
The tallest man in this world was Robert Wadlow, who was 8’11” tall!

“The value of an idea lies in the using of it.” — 
Thomas Edison, co-founder of General Electric

“The stars will never align, and the traffic lights 
of life will never all be green at the same time. 
The universe doesn’t conspire against you, but 
it doesn’t go out of its way to line up the pins 
either. Conditions are never perfect. ‘Someday’ 
is a disease that will take your dreams to the 
grave with you. Pro and con lists are just as bad. 
If it’s important to you and you want to do it 
‘eventually,’ just do it and correct course along 
the way.” — Tim Ferriss, author of The 4-Hour Work 

Week

“Make every detail perfect and limit the number 
of details to perfect.” — Jack Dorsey, co-founder of 

Twitter

“Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, 
and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what 
you believe is great work. And the only way to do 
great work is to love what you do.” — Steve Jobs, 

co-founder, Chairman and CEO of Apple Inc.

Best Quotes 
from Successful People

The farthest you can see with the naked 
eye is 2.4 million light years away! 
(140,000,000,000,000,000,000 miles) That’s 
the distance to the giant Andromeda Galaxy. 




