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DTI MONITORING
PRICES OF GOODS
Promote interests of both consumers, businessmen: specialist

THE Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) said the
agency is only monitoring the
prices of prime commodities to
promote the interests of both
consumers and businessmen.
Gladys Oro, DTI senior
trade and industry development specialist, said that her
agency has assured the consuming public of continuous
and constant communication
with the manufacturers and
retailers of goods to ensure
that prices of basic necessities
are reasonable, and that supply is stable and available in
the market.
In an interview with Yagyagan program over DYRC radio,
Oro said not all needs of the
people are monitored by DTI
because the price act mandates
only basic necessities and prime
commodities.
Some consumers asked the
difference between basic and
about prime.
She said there are several
implementing agencies on different products. If fresh from
the farm like meat and fish in
the market, these are under
the Department of Agriculture
(DA).
If these are medicines and
medical devices, these are under the Department of Health
(DOH).
The content and price

of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) is monitored by the
Department of Energy (DOE)
although the DTI’s Bureau of
Philippine Standards regulates
the container. The goods considered as basic necessities are
those very vital, very important
to sustain the people during
emergencies like pandemic, disasters and calamities.
On the other hand, prime
commodities are not very vital
but important to the consumers.
The basic necessities are being grouped by DTI like canned
sardines, canned tomato sauce,
processed milk (evaporated,
condensed, and powdered),
coffee, bread, instant noodles,
soap (detergent or laundry
soap), bottled or purified water,
and candles.
While the prime commodities that DTI is monitoring
are luncheon meat, meat loaf,
corned beef, beef loaf, vinegar,
soy sauce, toilet soap, and battery. The other prime commodities are selected construction
materials like cement, nails, GI
sheets, and electrical products.
Oro said the DTI is not the
one setting the suggested retail
price (SRP) but the manufacturers themselves. They submit
the SRP to DTI for approval. The
DTI evaluates it to determine if
the price is reasonable based on
production costs.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
“The SRP that DTI is implementing at present was effective
September 30, 2019, months
before Covid-19 pandemic happened,” Oro said.
She said the manufacturers
cannot increase the SRP even if
this was approved by DTI last
September 30, 2019, yet because
the big concern now is the interest of the people.
She said that manufacturers are experiencing hardship
in business, since 2020, several
of them have written to DTI in
Manila requesting for price adjustment, especially that prices
of raw materials and the production cost in general, has increased.

Oro said DTI officials in
Manila are also requesting manufacturers to maintain the SRP
due to health pandemic with the
people facing economic uncertainty.
“Sinabtanay ra gyud ni. The
DTI empathizes with the people
because of pandemic,” Oro said.
She added that in terms of
prices, the SRP is a guide, but
this is not applicable to sari-sari
stores and convenience stores
that operate 24 hours a day, with
three shifts and limited products.
The sari-sari stores are getting stocks from malls and supermarkets that sell products
which already have SRP from
manufacturers.
The good thing in Cebu is

that we have big supermarkets
and grocery stores, with special
arrangements with suppliers,
distributors, and manufacturers.
That is the dynamics in business,
Oro said.
“If not for this health pandemic, the SRP of basic and
prime commodities are already
increased by now because businessmen have to pay salary,
water and power in doing business,” Oro said.
She added that SRP can
hardly be adjusted because this
is for premium items. They may
produce low-income products
like sardines with low SRP.
She said the DTI in Manila
is conducting a survey in all
provinces of the country on locally manufactured sardines to
come up with a reasonable SRP
because different designs also
have different prices.
She said that if canned
goods have self-can opener
called easy-open, the price is
higher. The green tomato sauce
sardines have lower price than
red-colored and spicy. Goods
with different packaging also
have different prices.
“There are now several applications in our head office for
price adjustment but is being
held because the people are economically in distress. Millions of
workers lost their jobs nationwide,” Oro said.
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4 CV universities bar exam sites
THE Supreme Court (SC)
on Wednesday released the
list of 24 local sites for the
regional Bar examinations
scheduled in November.
In Central Visayas, three
universities in Cebu City and
one in Negros Oriental were
named as four schools out of
24 that will serve as local testing centers for the bar exam.
In Cebu City, the University of San Jose Recoletos-Basak Campus will accommodate a maximum of
600 examinees; the University of Cebu School of Law will
accommodate 1,000 examinees; and the University of
San Carlos School of Law and
Governance will accomodate
200 slots.
In Dumaguete City, Silliman University College of
Law will accept a maximum
of 1,000 examinees.
This is the first time that

multiple sites will be used for
the Bar examinations.
Under the measure, applicants may select their
chosen local testing centers
through the Bar Personal
Login Unified System (PLUS)
after their applications have
been approved by the Supreme Court en banc.
The SC advised applicants
to choose the testing center
closest to their residence “to
reduce their expenses and
free up the slots in vicinities
closest to those with the least
resources.”
Earlier, the SC has approved other changes, including the possibility of including bar examinees in the
list of priority individuals for
anti-coronavirus vaccination.
The Bar exam in 2020
was canceled in 2020 due
to the rise in the number of
Covid-19 cases. SC WEBSITE

35 Cebu City barangays join entrepreneurial mentoring
THE Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) together with Famcor
Franchise Management and
Executive Development Corporation, and in partnership
with the Cebu City Government successfully launched
the Barangay-Based Entrepreneurial Mentoring Program (BBEMP) on August 17,
2021via Zoom and FB Live.
About 120 participants
composed of Cebu City officials, representatives from
35 barangays, CCCI trustees,
and officers from the departments of Trade and Industry,
Agriculture, and Science and

Technology, the SB Corp., and
BBEMP mentors and mentees
joined the program launch.
The program was graced
by the Cebu City Acting Mayor, Hon. Michael Rama,
Sangguniang
Panglungsod
Chair-Committee on Budget,
Hon. Atty. Raymond Alvin N.
Garcia, President of Liga ng
Barangay, Hon. Franklyn Ong
and CCCI Officers led by its
President, Mr. Felix Taguiam,
Immediate Past President and
BBEMP Champion, Virgilio
Espeleta, VP for Business Development and BBEMP Core
Team Leader, Jay Yuvallos
and VP for Cebu Business Mo-

bilization, Mike Cubos.
Taguiam said that the undertaking is meant to reboot
and reformat businesses to recover and build back in a better position amid the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)
pandemic.
Leonora Salvane, CCCI
trustee and vice president
and chief operating officer of
GT Cosmetics, is handling the
mentoring session.
The mentoring will also
pave the way for entrepreneurs to find new friends, listen to each other’s stories, and
form a new community where
they can draw inspiration and

support from one another together with the guidance of
CCCI business leaders.
Taguiam said the program’s short-term specific
objectives are to provide a
platform for existing entrepreneurs to learn from and be inspired by the entrepreneurial
journey of the mentors while
achieving individual aspirations in life; guide the participants in adopting smart business strategies that respond to
the challenges of the “new normal” business environment;
and channel capacity building
on an online platform using
as a benchmark the Kapatid

Mentor Micro Enterprise–
Money and Market Encounter (KMME-MME) online
program of the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI)
implemented in partnership
with the Philippine Center for
Entrepreneurship (PCE)-Go
Negosyo.
Registration of target program participants is still ongoing.
Interested MSMEs, displaced workers, and OFWs interested in opening a business
may visit the BBEMP FB Page
at:
https://www.facebook.
com/BBEMP to facilitate their
registration. CCCI PR

Free Covid-19 consultations via Cebu TeleGaBAI launched
THE Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical Center (VSMMC)
launched last August 13, 2021
the Cebu Covid-19 TeleGaBAI in an effort to help Cebu
residents seek medical advice
from physicians without going
to the hospitals
This service is in partnership with the Philippine College of Physicians, Cebu Medical Society, and other local
medical societies. It is open
24/7 to help decongest the
Cebu emergency rooms and
hospitals from asymptomatic
and mild patients
The public can contact

Cebu Covid-19 TeleGaBAI
through their official Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/cebutelegaBAI) or
through the Cebu TeleGaBAI
hotline numbers: 0960-9292606, 0960-929-2607, 0960929-2608, and 0960-9292609.
VSMMC Medical Center
Chief Dr. Gerardo Aquino Jr.,
said their hospital will always
lead in providing the public
quality, accessible, and responsive healthcare services. “This
is true to our commitment and
brand for a shared identity. We
are here for you and you are

here for us. We shall fight this
unseen enemy, together! To
address the medical needs of
our patients in these challenging times, VSMMC launches
Cebu TeleGaBai,” Dr. Aquino
stressed in his statement posted on their official Facebook
page.
Dr. Helen Madamba, chief
of the VSMMC’s Professional and Allied Health Services
(Medical Social Service and
Health Information Management) said that the “lines to vacancies for hospital admission
are long and patients need to
know how to temporize while

waiting.”
Since the launching of the
program, they now have 250
volunteers including doctors,
PGIs, medical interns, allied
health professionals, and nonMD volunteers--- who do not
receive any honorarium and
are on duty from 4 to 12 hours
a day, depending on their
availability.
“Our goal is to guide, so we
provide “Gabay” or give “Tambag.” To give Cebuano twist, we
changed the spelling to TeleGaBAI because BAI locally means
friend,” said Dr. Madamba.
Cebu Covid-19 TeleGaBAI

is an integration of healthcare
services delivery by the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF),
Emergency Operation Center
(EOC) of the cities and municipalities in Cebu, the Department of Health (DOH) 7 and
with the support of the Office
of the Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas (OPAV).
Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas Secretary Michael
Lloyd Dino lauded the said
initiative, expressing support
from the national government
thru President Rodrigo Duterte and Senator Bong Go for the
Malasakit to Cebu.
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Pabling a big loss to
the country: Jimenez
A PROMINENT lawyer said the death of former Cebu Governor Pablo
“Pabling” P. Garcia is a big
loss to the country being a
constitutionalist.
Atty.
Josephus
B.
Jimenez said Pabling was
one of the three Cebu governors produced by Dumanjug, Cebu. The first was Dionisio Jakosalem, Pabling
was second and incumbent
Governor Gwendolyn Garcia
is third.
The late Governor Jakosalem is honored in Cebu
City by a road named D. Jakosalem Street.
Pabling was Cebu governor from 1995 to 2004. He
was the congressman of Cebu’s 3rd District from 1987
to 1995, and 2nd District
congressman from 2004 to

2013.
The family
of Pabling has
a big property
in Barili, Cebu
where the Paras clan originated.
Jimenez
was a relative of Pabling
because
his
grandmother,
a Paras, was
a sibling of
Pabling’s
mother.
Pabling
grew up in
Barili. His first
government
position
was
as
Dumanhug
municipal councilor

PABLO “PABLING” P. GARCIA
SEPTEMBER 25, 1925 – AUGUST 18, 2021

in 1951. Then
he was elected
board
member by the entire Cebu for
the 1967-1969
term. He became Cebu vice
governor from
1969 to 1971.
He was deputy speaker of
the House of
Representatives when he
was
elected
congressman
in Cebu’s 2nd
District.
“So, he occupied several
government
positions from
his town to
Congress,”

Jimenez said.
Jimenez said Pabling
was third in the bar examination in 1951 with a score
of 91.1 percent. His son,
Rep. Pablo John “PJ” Garcia (Cebu 3rd District) was
fourth in the bar examination in 1993 with 86.51 percent.
He said the Garcias are
close to him. One of Pabling’s
daughters, Farla, was his law
student in the University of
the Philippines.
Jimenez said former
Chief Justice Hilario Davide
Jr. said Pabling was a very
good person. Pabling was
the dean of the College of
Law at Southwestern University (SWU) from 1962 to
1966.He took Davide Jr. as
one of his faculty members.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

NGCP report on blackout next week: DOE
VISAYAS Director Mark
Russ Gamallo of the Department of Energy (DOE) said
that the National Grid Corporation of the Philippines
(NGCP) has promised to submit an investigation report
by next week on the partial
blackout last August 20.
Gamallo, a lawyer, said
that last August 21, 2021,
DOE has conducted a meeting with NGCP, Visayas power stakeholders. Transmission Commission (Transco),
among others.

Gamallo added that the
partial blackout was due to
power failure of NGCP power
lines from Colon, City of Naga,
Cebu to Quiot, Pardo.
He said that based on
NGCP’s statement, the power failure was due to lightning strike. But he said we
all know that all these substations, power plants, and
transmission lines have lightning arresters. So, we need to
verify the statement issued of
NGCP.
“We give NGCP the dead-

line to submit an investigation
result next week based on the
meeting last August 21. NGCP
committed to finish their field
investigation soon,” Gamallo
said.
He said that was unusual
because of the simultaneous
tripping hitting four power
lines. We are in the center.
When the four power lines
shut off, and frequency difference, all other plants automatically shut down to prevent damage to their plants.
This will also endanger the

patients in the hospitals. Most
hospitals have power generators, but it may take minutes
to operate, and there are sick
people who are using oxygen
at home.
On the other hand,
Gamallo said the DOE has
suspended random inspection of gasoline stations because of the quarantine status
in Cebu and they don’t want
to expose their personnel to
Covid.
When DOE field inspectors conducted random in-

spections in the past years,
they brought with them a
container that determined the
correct content of one liter of
gasoline of diesel.
If a gasoline station would
be found shortchanging the
motorists, its owner would be
fined P10,000 per violation.
“However,Gamallo said,
“we continue to monitor gasoline stations for any violations
and they continue to receive
complaints against undersupply of fuel to motorists.”.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

ERC awaits NGCP report on blackout: Bontuyan
VISAYAS Director Joel
Bontuyan of the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC)
said they are waiting for the
investigation result by the
National Grid Corporation
of the Philippines (NGCP)
on the blackout out for hours
last August 20, 2021.
Bontuyan, a lawyer, said
that NGCP’s initial statement said the blackout was
caused by a lightning strike
on its 1,2 & 3 power lines in
Colon, City of Naga, Cebu,
and in Quiot, Cebu City. Hit

by lightning was 130,000
volts power line affecting the
supply of huge megawatts to
consumers.
“We are interconnected. If there is a major fault,
hitting either power line or
power plant, it can eventually
cause domino effect in other
power facilities. In fact, it can
affect other power plants because if a plant within power
grid is being hit by lightning
strike, the power generated
by other plants cannot enter and the system will draw

power from other power
plants that might cause overloading to other plants. Once
the fault happens, the system
must have its own protection
against bigger damage. In a
worse scenario, the system
will shut down and a blackout will happen,” Bontuyan
said.
Bontuyan said that it was
not a total blackout because
there were still areas with
power. There were areas in
the City of Naga, Cebu which
had power at that time. Sa-

mar and Leyte were affected.
Bontuyan said the ERC
officials have their own discussion on this matter. If
that was caused by lightning, the Department of Energy (DOE) might question
how effective the lightning
arresters installed in NGCP
power lines.
Had the lightning arresters been effective, even
if power lines were hit by
lightning, NGCP will not
shut down power supply.
“If we can determine, af-

ter a thorough investigation,
that the lightning arresters
were insufficient or did not
work as expected, then there
will be questions about it
later on why such arresters
were installed but failed to
arrest the lightning,” Bontuyan said.
He said blackout is not
only inconvenient to the
people, but the economy will
also be affected, especially that some industries are
operating at night. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Pacquiao’s fight
Sen. Manny Pacquaio may retire from
his two decades boxing career after his
defeat to Cuban champion Yordenis Ugas.
It seemed he did not
expect Ugas to fight
a high level of boxing
that maximized his
height and reach advantage.
Weekly Notes
But I do not expect Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
the Pacman to withdraw from his plan to run for the presidency now. Right
after watching the fight Sunday (August 22), I got an
online poster from a friend through Messenger. It says,
“Duterte fought for Duque. Pacquaio fought for our
country.”
I expect the Pacman to return to the Philippines
swinging against the Duterte administration. Somebody
should have advised President Rodrigo Duterte to refrain from attacking the Commission on Audit (COA).
The move earned the ire of the Catholic Church and a
huge chunk of the business community.
Nevertheless, as one ardent Pacman supporter
said months ago, a defeat would make his presidential
campaign harder. Although, it can also gain him public
sympathy. As the online poster implied, the president
fought for an allegedly corrupt national official. The
Pacman fought for a better Philippines.
Promdi
Hopefully, my information is solid. One of the provinces Pacquiao will visit first when he returns to the
Philippines is Cebu. He will firm up his alliance with
Promdi, the political party once headed by Lito Osmeña.
Now, Promdi will be headed by Lito’s son Mimo who
will seek a senatorial seat with Pacquiao as the presidential standard-bearer.
I had discussions with a Mimo supporter. In gunning for a national position, he won’t run as Mimo. He
will campaign as the grandson of a Philippine president,
son of Ceboom, the nephew of three illustrious senators
(Serging, Serge, and JHO), and nephew of Mayor Tom.
After several years of having no Cebuano senator, I
expect vote-rich Cebu to go all out for an Osmeña. The
name would also resonate in other provinces. Unlike
Serge and John when they lost, Mimo is young and can
campaign vigorously.
Isko
The Pacman loss, nonetheless, will encourage other
opposition rivals like Yorme Isko Moreno. Last week,
Yorme supporters in Cebu province and Cebu City launch
the local chapters of iM Pilipino that I believe would be
Isko’s political parallel group. Go, go, go, Nick M!
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also
a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Rama plays statesman
Vice Mayor Mike Rama
might hurt his political
chances this 2022 with his
call for an investigation of
the possible anomalies in
Cebu City waste disposal system and the privatization of
Carbon market.
The city’s waste disposal
system involved anomalous
payments by Cebu City Hall
to a subcontractor that supposedly threw the city’s trash
to the Arn Central Waste
Management Inc. in Barangay Binaliw.
However,
Councilor
Nestor Archival did not stop
digging into the waste disposal anomaly that came to
light weeks ago. It was dis-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

covered by Cebu City Council
members that the P400 million waste disposal budget is
nearly used up.
Thus, there is a move
now for a supplemental budget.
The privatization of Carbon Market, on the other
hand, pushed through because majority of the councilors approved the joint venture contract without reading the whole document. An
investigation of the project
would put Vice Mayor Rama’s allies in an embarrassing position.
Pushing for the investigation of the two projects
would, however, push Cebu
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City Mayor Edgardo Labella,
city administrator Floro Casas Jr., and allied councilors
to the wall. This will place
opposition councilors in an
advantageous position.
On the other hand, Vice
Mayor Rama becomes a
statesman of sorts by considering the welfare of the city
and getting rid of the allegedly corrupt even these are
political allies. Rama could
always run for mayor with a
fresh slate of councilors.
After all, with all the
anomalies found by the Commission on Audit (COA) in
the use of the 2020 budget,
Vice Mayor Rama should distance himself.
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US trade judge finds Google infringed
five Sonos patents
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

A US trade judge ruled
on Friday (Aug 13) that Alphabet’s Google infringed five
patents belonging to Sonos
Inc that concern smart speakers and related technology,
a decision that could lead to
an import ban. The brief ruling from Charles Bullock, the
chief administrative law judge
of the US International Trade
Commission, did not explain

why Google’s sale of the products violated a 1930 federal
tariff law, commonly known
as Smoot-Hawley, designed
to prevent unfair competition.
Sonos has been trying to block
Google from importing Home
smart speakers, Pixel phones
and other products from China. Google did not immediately respond to requests for
comment. Sonos said it was
pleased with the preliminary
ruling, which it said “confirmed Google’s blatant infringement” and furthered its
efforts to defend its technology
against alleged misappropriation by larger rivals. Shares of
Sonos were up 11.4 per cent in
after-hours trading. Friday’s
ruling is subject to review by
the full ITC, scheduled for Dec
13 according to the commission’s website. The ITC case
is part of an array of litigation
between the two companies,
including cases in California,
Texas, France, Germany and
the Netherlands, according to
regulatory filings. Google has
said Sonos repeatedly sought

help during their years of partnership, and it eventually integrated Sonos products into its
Play Music service and Google
Assistant software. (CNA)
oOo
It’s been a volatile week
for crude oil. West Texas Intermediate was under pressure again on Friday for a
second day in a row, falling
below $69 a barrel, though it
remained on pace for a nearly 1% gain for the week. These
moves in the commodity
come as the U.S. encouraged
OPEC and its allies to increase
their output in order to lower
prices and fuel an economic
recovery. On top of this, the
International Energy Agency
also lowered its forecast for
demand in oil for the rest of
the year as Covid cases spike
again. In an interview with
CNBC’s “Trading Nation,”
Tocqueville Asset Management portfolio manager John
Petrides gave his outlook on
the energy market. He said
that the energy sector was
brought through the wringer

last year when the price of oil
collapsed from around $50 to
$15, and then it rebounded all
the way up to north of $70 sort
of 12 months later. He added
that the space is very volatile;
OPEC is a complete wild card,
and obviously you have the
pressure from the ESG [investors] and reducing carbon
footprint. Despite these concerns, Petrides said energy is
under-owned, as it makes up
only approximately 3% of the
S&P 500. He suggests that the
sector is valuable, pointing
to its past earnings season.
(CNBC)
oOo
China’s
factory
output and retail sales growth
slowed sharply and missed
expectations in July, as new
COVID-19 outbreaks and
floods disrupted business operations, adding to signs the
economic recovery is losing
momentum. Industrial production in the world’s second
largest economy increased
6.4% year-on-year in July,
data from the National Bureau

of Statistics (NBS) showed on
Monday. Analysts had expected output to rise 7.8% after
growing 8.3% in June. Retail
sales increased 8.5% in July
from a year ago, far lower than
the forecast 11.5% rise and
June’s 12.1% uptick. China’s
economy has rebounded to its
pre-pandemic growth levels,
but the expansion is losing
steam as businesses grapple
with higher costs and supply
bottlenecks. New COVID-19
infections in July also led to
fresh restrictions, disrupting
the country’s factory output
already hit by severe weather this summer. Asian share
markets slipped on Monday
after the data showed a surprisingly sharp slowdown in
the engine of global growth.
Data earlier this month also
showed export growth, which
has been a key driver of China’s impressive rebound from
the COVID-19 slump in early
2020, unexpectedly slowed in
July. (Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

City-North and another eight
in Cebu City-South.
The same source said the
candidates are: incumbent
Vice Mayor Michael “Mike”
Rama for mayor and Cebu
City Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia for vice mayor;
Actor Richard Yap for congressman of Cebu City-North
and Cebu City Councilor Edu
Rama for congressman of
Cebu City-South.
According to the source,
this set-up is very formidable and strong and against
the Bando Osmeña Pundok
Kauswagan (BOPK) of former
Cebu City Mayor Tomas R.
Osmeña.
BOPK, the source said, is
eyeing outgoing Rep. Rodrigo
“Bebot” Abellanosa for mayor and Association of Barangay Council (ABC) President
Franklin Ong for vice-mayor,
while Osmeña is for congressman of Cebu City-South and
Cutie del Mar for congresswoman of Cebu City-North.
Last night, I dreamed
that I was running for Cebu

City councilor so I can help
in solving the lingering problems of the people.
For example, if I will become a councilor, I will pass a
resolution urging the National Government to allocate at
least P20 billion in the General Appropriations Act (GAA)
for the construction of water
dams in Mananga to ensure
continuous, cheap and sustainable potable water supply
for Metro Cebu.
Water is life because everybody is drinking and bathing it, hence, water is a right
that every official must work
for it as it is essential.
I was excited with my
work as city councilor. I
moved for the review of all
transactions in 2019, 2020
and 2021 to find out how our
city officials spent the P18 billion proceeds of South Road
Property (SRP) lot.
But that was only a
dream. I was about to be reelected by the people but my
wife woke me up to prepare
for my duty in the radio.

Gibo to run with Sara

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

I have the feeling that
eventually, former Department of National Defense
(DND) Secretary Gilbert
“Gibo” Teodoro will be the
running mate of Sara Duterte
Carpio, the mayor of Davao
City.
Sara will run for president, and Gibo will run for
vice president. The filing of
certificate of candidacy is
fixed by the Commission on
Election (COMELEC) on October 1-8, 2021 for the May 9,
2022 election.
My credible source said
that Gibo is more acceptable
as Sara’s running mate because, with the growing anti-China sentiment, Teodoro
is acceptable by the Americans as he was educated in
the United States, and he is
still the favorite in the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AFP).
During his time as defense secretary, Gibo has
signed a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) with Cebu
Governor Gwendolyn Garcia

that the entire Camp LapuLapu, the home of the Central
Command (CentCom), will be
given back to the Cebu Provincial Government.
I was informed that the
Philippine Army (PA) will
be transferred to Balamban,
Cebu while the Philippine
Air Force (PAF) will return
to Mactan-Benito Ebuen Air
Base.
But until now, the transfer of both PA and PAF did
not happen yet because in
the MOA, the Cebu Provincial Government has to build
structures for the two AFP offices. If the PA and PAF have
three existing buildings each,
Cebu Province will be obliged
to construct it.
Meanwhile, politics in
Cebu City is now boiling hot
My reliable source said
that top politicians have already decided who their candidates for mayor, vice mayor
and congressmen are. However, they have not yet decided who their candidates are
for eight councilors in Cebu
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Taliban crisis as experienced by a Filipino

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Taliban forces last Sunday, applying Hitler’s blitzkrieg attack, have taken
major cities of Afghanistan
even Kabul forcing the Government to withdraw its
forces and its president gone
abroad to seek asylum. This
was precipitated by the U.S.
withdrawal of its forces from
Afghanistan which embolden Taliban to raid all provinces even its capital Kabul.
Other provinces offered no
resistance with other lesser
firefight.

But what concerns us is
the flight of the Filipino Overseas Workers. Filipino worker Elmer Presa was able to
exit the crisis-hit Afghanistan
together with his fellow nationals after getting permission from the Taliban forces
who allowed them to leave.
In a Facebook status
on Thursday, Presa posted a photo of him and some
gun-wielding men, appare
Taliban fighters for allowing
them to enter Kabul’s airport.
“Thank you all for the
permissions to get inside the
HKIA (Hamid Karzai International Airport), Kabul Afghanistan,” he wrote.
Presa and the other Filipinos were able to hitch a ride
on a United States military
plane to Doha, Qatar.
In a radio interview, he
shared that Taliban fighters
are now manning the checkpoints around the Afghan
capital’s airport.
Presa said his group was
actually already inside HKIA,
thanks to their boss who facil-

itated their access, but some
of them were still stranded
at the Swedish and US Embassies in Kabul where no
local drivers dared to go after
the hardline Islamist group
seized Kabul.
“Wala na po tayong driver na naglakas loob na kunin
sila at ako po ay nakiusap
sabi ko sa aking boss, I will get
my guys. So binigyan po ako
ng pahintulot (We don’t have
drivers anymore who dared to
fetch them so I asked my boss
to allow so he gave me the permission),” he shared.
“Sabi, ‘Elmer, you are on
your own, you can do whatever you want, just bring
them here.’ So yun po, kaya
po lumabas ako.Nakiusap
po ako sa mga Taliban. Sila
po kasi nagco-conduct ng
checkpoints.
Napakadami
na po nila bigla sa labas (So
I went outside... I asked the
Taliban because they are the
ones conducting the checkpoints. There were many of
them outside),” he added.
Presa, recalling their con-

versation, told the Taliban
fighters that he will be fetching some of his fellow nationals and was given the greenlight.
“Malaya naman po
akong nakakilos hanggang
na-retrieve ko po yung mga
tropa nating mga Pilipino (I
was actually moving freely so
I was able to retrieve them),”
he said.
Presa said he was able
to get three Filipinos just in
time for a Wednesday flight
at HKIA aboard a US C17 military plane.
“Sabi ko, sa salita nila,
may kaibigan akong Pilipino, pwede ko ba silang kunin
nang walang problema? Hinayaan po nila ako. Actually
wala po tayong problema sa
kanila at binigyan po ako ng
opportunity kaya sinamantala ko po yung pagkakataon (In their language, I said, I
have Filipino friends, can I get
them? They allowed me. Actually we had no problem with
them, opportunity was given
to me so I took it),” he added.

But why was Afghanistan
suddenly overrun by Taliban
forces? As early as June this
year U.S. President Joe Biden
has announced the US troops
withdrawal. Most Americans
liken the Biden’s administration act of withdrawing its
forces to its allies in Afghanistan as to what happen in
Vietnam as it draw a chilling
effect to U.S. allies across the
globe.
For instance, Taiwan
fears that China would do
a Taliban act as U.S. might
not support its efforts in its
defense against China in the
same manner as our country
that facing conflict with China
over our territories in Spratley and Kalayaan Islands.
Let us monitor the Afghanistan issue vis-à-vis to
our interest in protecting our
territories hoping that U.S.
and other western countries
would come to our support
in the event we might need
them. Let’s cross our finger to
that. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph.

Ending “endo” and precarious work

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

The whole nation knows
that it’s one of the campaign
promises of President Rodrigo Duterte. Expectedly,
the anti-endo bill would be
facing a tough battle as seen
by the employers. Amid the
pandemic, businesses are
still grappling with economic losses thus, any anti-endo
bill is ill-timed.
Much to the dismay of
the workers President Duterte did not mention in his last
State of the Nation Address

about abolishing any exploitative forms of contracting
practices. It was not included
in the list of bills he cited in
his final report to the nation.
But still the proposed measure remains a priority within the remaining months of
PRRD.
But the fiery spokesman
of the biggest labor union,
Alan Tanjusay, Associated Labor Unions (ALU) has
flagged down Duterte to be
very careful and cautious in
dealing the current version
of the proposed measure because the bill is spurious. The
anti-endo bill is infected with
“coronavirus diseases that
instead of ending it he might
expand its coverage”.
President Duterte has a
lot of time. The old version of
the bill was vetoed by Duterte two years ago due to the
strong lobby perpetuated by
businesses and employers.
“Approving it into law
would be detrimental to
the country’s economy and
would create unemployment
problem”, the business sector echoed in unison. Obvi-

ously, the employers always
maintain that the labor market works best when it is
freed from restrictive labor
laws regulations.
Presumably, due to the
forthcoming elections there
are aspiring politicians who
want to exploit the issue once
again to solicit votes and get
support from the workers. It
is Labor Secretary Silvestre
Bello III, a senatorial aspirant who revived the anti-endo bill.
“Endo” is the colloquial
and contracted form of “end
of contract” – a practice by
which employers do not allow workers to work past six
months to stop their automatic regularization.
Accordingly, “Endo jobs”
are given so many names.
Irregular in South Korea,
“non-standard in Japan.
“Temps or temporary” in
many countries and many
more. But ILO officials simply refer them as “vulnerable” jobs. It means vulnerable
to all kinds of risks because
these jobs enjoy limited or
no protection and no social

security. In short, there is no
security of tenure.
Interestingly, a book,
The Precariat: The New Dangerous Class, by Guy Standing, described an emerging
class of people facing insecurity, moving in and out of
precarious work that gives
little meaning to their lives,
dubbed as the precariat.
The author warns that
the growth of the precariat is
producing instabilities in society. Mr. Standing is a political economist and a former
ILO official.
The book was written
during the tumultuous and
volatile year in 2011 when
the burgeoning “Occupy
Wall Street Movement” had
gained momentum around
the world as unemployment
and poor-quality employment were on the rise.
Apparently, the book’s
publication was very timely.
It came out during the time
when democratic systems
and economies in the United States and the European Union were on the brink
of collapsed. And incidents

of uprisings had already
erupted across Middle East
and North African (MENA)
countries, Europe and South
America.
Due to the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic workers are suffering from precarity as a result of economic
and financial crisis, and weak
government policy responses, stated the International
Labor Organization (ILO)
Bureau for Workers’ Activities (ACTRAV).
The same observation
mentioned by the ILO ACTRAV, stating among others, that with the advent of
another global crisis, precarious work has not only
affected several millions of
workers worldwide but also
challenged the power of
trade union movement and
the ILO
Though by simple understanding precariat is defined
as a mass class by unstable
labor arrangements, lack
of identity and erosion of
rights. These attributes are
imminent and now emerged
as today’s “dangerous class”.
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PCCI appeals to stop
employing lockdowns
THE Philippines’ largest business group appealed
to the country’s pandemic management task force
to stop resorting to lockdowns to check the spread
of COVID-19.
The Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) said that while it recognizes that the full opening
of the economy hinges on the
success of the vaccination
program, delays in meeting
vaccination targets should
not lead to new lockdowns.
PCCI acting president
Edgardo Laccon said the
group hopes that the Interagency Task Force on
Emerging Infectious Diseases under Sec. Carlito Galvez, Jr succeeds in ramping
up the vaccination program
soonest to achieve herd immunity.
“But in the most unlikely

event that there will be slippages again on IATFs target
dates due to events beyond
its control, PCCI is appeal-

ing to Sec. Galvez to remove
Lockdownfrom its toolbox
of responses to catch up for
slippages on target dates,”

PCCI said.
The group made the appeal as the IATF said that it
was looking at either extend-

ing the enhanced community
quarantine over Metro Manila, which is set to lapse on
Friday, or switch to the less
strict, modified ECQ.
“Lockdown creates an
unintended
consequence
of business closures, rise in
unemployment, poverty and
hunger that drives people to
suffer the indignity of begging, borrowing, and waiting
for “ayuda,”” PCCI said.
Government
economic managers lowered their
growth forecast for the economy to 4 to 5 percent on
Wednesday, from an already
lowered target of 6 to 7 percent, citing the impact of the
new lockdowns.
An estimated P150 billion is lost each week the National Capital Region is on
lockdown, the country’s socioeconomic planning body
earlier said. ABS-CBN

Department of Agriculture to fully utilize 2021 budget
THE Commission on
Audit (COA) had flagged the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) for underutilization of
funds and accounting irregularities.
The DA is now strategizing to fully utilize its budget
for this year, even as it denied any accounting irregularity related to its fund utilization and disbursements
last year.
“These are matters of
documentation and procedures. We are working on all
these. There are no irregularities as well as no corruption,” Agriculture Secretary

William Dar said.
In terms of underutilization of billions of funds, Dar
said “We are having strategies to fully utilize properly
all budgetary support.” For
this year, the DA received a
budget of P71 billion.
Based on the COA report,
DA failed to utilize nearly
P10 billion of its total 2020
budget; and that the Registry
System for Basic Sectors in
Agriculture (RSBSA), which
the DA relies upon in terms
of aid distribution, is unreliable.
To be specific, COA
found out that of the DA’s

WILLIAM DAR
AGRICULTURE SECRETARY

P60.80-billion
allotment
for last year, only P56.2
billion was utilized. At the

same time, around P5 billion
meant for DA last year was
not released by the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) at all.
On Thursday, however, the agency finally made
a response, saying that DA,
in fact, already “issued an
initial reply to the COA findings”, which “were already
incorporated in the Consolidated Annual Audit Report
or CAAR”.
Dar assures its “clients”,
namely the farmers, fishers, livestock raisers, and
agri-fishery industry stakeholders, and partners from

the private sector, local government units, and international funding institutions,
and the general public that
the DA “do not and will not
tolerate corruption, as we try
to comply with all government accounting and auditing procedures and requirements”.
“Again, we assure our
countrymen that since we assumed office in August 2019,
we have not committed any
irregularities at the ‘OneDA
Family’ as we continue to
strongly implement a ‘No to
Corruption’ policy,” he added. MANILA BULLETIN

Senate to hold inquiry on DepEd’s preparedness before school opening
THE Senate will launch
a “thorough assessment”
of the Department of Education’s preparedness for
school year 2021-2022,
which will open in less than
a month, Basic Education
Committee Chairman Sherwin Gatchalian said on Friday.
Gatchalian said the inquiry follows the recent report of the Commission on

Audit (COA), flagging the
DepEd over the incomplete
and late delivery of learning modules, as well as other deficiencies amounting to
P8.136 billion.
“Ngayong pinaghahandaan natin ang pagbubukas
ng panibagong school year,
nais nating matiyak na handa ang DepEd na makapaghatid ng dekalidad na edukasyon habang nagpapatuloy

ang pandemya,” the senator
said in a statement.
“We should have learned
from our experiences in the
past year to avoid problems
in implementing distance
learning,” he added.
The more than P8-billion
worth of deficiencies also included non-submission of
contracts, purchase orders
and other supporting documents. According to the COA

report, DepEd regional offices received a total of P11.9
billion for the distance learning program.
The DepEd earlier pointed out that none of COA’s
initial findings pertain to
corruption and malversation
of public funds.
“The nature of the observation issued by the
Commission is a way for the
audited agency to rectify de-

ficiencies and improve the
management of its budget
through the former’s recommendation,” the agency explained.
Education Secretary Leonor Briones has created a
task force within the department to recommend possible areas of improvement
and immediate response to
audit concerns.CNN PHILIPPINES
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Business groups rally
behind COA amid criticism

VARIOUS business groups
on Saturday rallied to support the Commission on Audit
(COA) and its findings, days after it drew the ire of public officials for flagging discrepancies
in disbursing public funds.
In a joint statement, 26
business groups said the
COA’s constitutional mandate
must be upheld to keep democratic institutions free from
corruption.
The COA’s findings must
also be respected, they added,
since those show important
records that warrant public
concern.
President Rodrigo Duterte
earlier this week urged his Cabinet members to ignore COA’s
reports because nothing really
happens if it gets published.
Duterte’s anti-COA remarks came amid mounting

THE GROUPS THAT SIGNED THE STATEMENT INCLUDED:

• American Chamber of Commerce of The
Philippines, Inc. (AMCHAM)
• Ateneo De Manila University
• Ateneo De Naga University
• Ateneo De Zamboana University
• Chamber of Thrift Banks
• Filipina Ceo Circle
• Financial Executives Institute of The Philippines (FINEX)
• Financial Executives Institute of Cebu
Inc. (FINEX CEBU)
• Finex Academy Inc.
• Finex Research and Development Foundation, Inc.
• Fintech Alliance Ph
• Guild of Real Estate Entrepreneurs and
Professionals Inc. (GREENPRO)
• Institute of Solidarity in Asia Inc. (ISA)
• Integrity Initiative
• Intellectual Property Association of The
Philippiines (IPAP)
criticism against the Department of Health (DOH), which
the COA reported mishandled

• Investment House Association of the
Philippines (IHAP)
• Judicial Reform Initiative (JRI)
• Licensing Executives Society Philippines (LESP)
• Makati Business Club (MBC)
• Management Association of the Philippines (MAP)
• Philippine Council of Associations and
Association Executives (PCAAE)
• Procurement and Supply Institute of
Asia (PASIA)
• Shareholders’ Association of the Philippines (SHAREPHIL)
• Subdivision and Housing Developers
Association Inc. (SHDA)
• Tax Management Association of the
Philippines (TMAP)
• Xavier University – Ateneo De Cagayan De Oro

P67 billion in COVID-19 funds.
“Such is the constitutional nature of the Commission,

with the power and mandatory
duty to serve as a robust checkand-balance on the power to

disburse and use public funds
and properties, ensure that effective controls are in place to
protect government financial
assets and properties, improve
effectiveness and efficiency, and be a vital instrument
against corruption and misuse
of public funds and properties,” the statement read.
The business groups also
pointed out that the 1987 Constitution describes the COA as
an independent body free from
political influence.
The COA is the supreme
auditing arm of the Philippine government, with the
1987 Constitution reiterating
its role as the “sole official
external auditor” of government agencies as well as government-owned-and-controlled corporations (GOCCs). ABS-CBN

PH gets last tranche of Japan’s pandemic loan
THE Philippines has received the fourth and last
tranche worth ¥10 billion
(P4.6 billion) from Japan’s
standby loan facility for the
government’s pandemic response.
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the
lending arm of the Japanese
government, has now fully disbursed the ¥50-billion
(P23 billion) post-disaster
standby loan package it extended to the Philippines in
September 2020.

Finance Secretary Carlos
G. Dominguez III said in a
statement on Friday that the
government tapped the quick
disbursement facility to fund
its cash aid program for poor
households in areas under
ECQ.
Under a standby loan facility, disbursements can be
done once certain conditions
are met, such as a declaration
of a state of calamity or a state
of public health emergency;
public health emergencies
such as the COVID-19 pan-

demic; and the imposition
of an enhanced community
quarantine.
The facility releases funds
in batches and can be tapped
within three years. The loan
has a fixed interest rate of
0.01% and has a maturity period of 40 years, inclusive of a
10-year grace period.
The first tranche worth
¥10 billion was disbursed on
Oct. 27 following the declaration of a state of calamity
in the country. This was followed by another ¥10-billion

tranche in January as the entire Luzon was placed under a
state of calamity.
Lastly, in June, JICA
released ¥20 billion to the
government to help it fund
its P23-billion cash aid program when Metro Manila and
neighboring provinces were
placed under an ECQ again
as coronavirus infections
spiked.
“JICA continues to support partner countries like
the Philippines in curbing
potential breakouts from

COVID-19 variants and help
Filipinos build back better
from this public health crisis,”
JICA Philippines Chief Representative Eigo Azukizawa
said.
Aside from the standby
loan facility, the Philippines
also obtained a separate
¥50-billion loan from JICA
for its pandemic response.
Japan also donated one
million doses of coronavirus
vaccines to help the country
contain the COVID-19 outbreak. BUSINESS WORLD

Quarantine extension to damage poultry industry
AN INDUSTRY association said extension of the
strictest quarantine settings
will be very damaging to the
poultry industry especially for
small producers.
Elias Jose M. Inciong,
United Broiler Raisers Association president, said the
possible extension and rising coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) cases do not bode
well for consumption.
“It will be hard on the industry especially the small and
medium enterprises (SMEs).
Normally, prolonged disrup-

tions cause industry concentration,” Mr. Inciong said in a
mobile phone message.
Inciong said poultry producers will also need to deal
with increasing production
costs.
Citing data from the
Philippine College of Poultry
Practitioners, Inciong said
the average farmgate price
of yellow corn in July was
at P17.8 per kilogram (/kg),
higher than the P16.5/kg recorded in June.
“The big corporations
have the finances to ride out

that kind of lockdown. In fact,
it benefits them as it kills their
competition. For ordinary
producers, it can be a fatal or
very damaging experience,”
Inciong said.
Philippine Egg Board Association Chairman Gregorio
A. San Diego, Jr. said eggs are
currently in surplus due to
lower consumption coupled
with increased production.
“Egg production went up
due to the increased number
of layer breeders,” San Diego
said.
San Diego said the lowest

farmgate prices for chicken
eggs monitored by the group
was below P3 for small eggs
and below P4 for medium
eggs.
“This is compared to the
price of more than P5 for
medium eggs at the high and
more than P4 for small eggs.
Another problem is the high
cost of feed right now such as
yellow corn. Around 50% of
feed by volume is yellow corn,”
Mr. San Diego said.
“The wholesale price varies depending on the inventory of egg farms. But the prices

go down due to old eggs. The
government should regulate
the entry of layer breeders,” he
added.
The Philippine Statistics
Authority estimated that the
value of production in the agriculture sector fell 1.5% in the
second quarter after output
from the livestock and fisheries subsectors dropped 19.3%
and 1.1%, respectively.
Meanwhile, production
of the poultry subsector rose
2.5% while crop output increased 3.1%. BUSINESS
WORLD
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Council approves
SRP rotunda: Guardo

THE Cebu City Council interposed no objection
and approved last August
18, 2021, the proposal of
the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) 7 to construct a
roundabout (Rotunda) at
the junction of South Road
Properties (SRP) in Vestil
Street, Mambaling, Cebu
City to ease traffic and cut
short of u-turn slot.
Cebu City Councilor
Jerry Guardo told Yagyagan program over DYRC
radio that the project proposal was presented to the
local legislative body by
DPWH 7 Director Edgar Tabacon which also included
a pedestrian overpass and
a Wider 4 Lanes Alternative Access Road portion of
SRP.
Guardo, chairman of
the Committee on Infrastructure, said the proposed
roundabout will have four

lanes north bound, south
bound and four lanes, entry
and exit to Mambaling.
He said that the project will then be endorsed
to the National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA) for inclusion in the
annual budget and prioriti-

zation of the project.
Guardo said that the
presentation of Tabacon
was based on the study and
engineering design necessary to address the traffic at
SRP Boulevard.
The people complained
that their u-turn slot is very

far. If they come from the
bridge near Talisay City
they have to make a u-turn
under the viaduct that connects the area near Cebu
City Hall to SRP. If a motorist comes from Mambaling
and wants to go to Cebu City
Hall, he will make a u-turn

under the bridge near Talisay City.
“The distance is about
three kilometers, and it will
consume a few liters of fuel.
So. It was decided by DPWH
to construct a roundabout.
It’s like a Rotunda. It’s like
Fuente Osmeña. The location is in the coastal side of
SRP in front of SM Seaside
Mall,” Guardo said.
The roundabout site is
also near the consortium of
Ayala Corporation and SM
which is now being fenced.
He said that the Phase
1 of the project is widening.
Both sides north bound and
south bound, will have four
lanes each or a total of eight
lanes. The existing highway
is three lanes. “We will widen it to four lanes. The right
and left sides of road going
to Mambaling will be widened to four lanes each or a
total of eight lanes.” ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

More, wider roads towards SRP planned
THE alternate lane behind the South Road Property (SRP) along the Mambaling River will be widened from two to four lanes
and three more connector
roads will be expanded to
ease traffic in anticipation
of the opening of the Cebu
City-Cordova, Cebu Bridge.
Cebu City Councilor
Jerry Guardo said the road
will become an alternative
access street and eventual-

ly connect SRP to Barangay
Inayawan passing the mothballed landfill.
“This will really decongest traffic because there is
no need for the people of Inayawan to pass Mambaling
in going to SRP but through
the coming four lanes entry
and exit road,” Guardo said.
Guardo said that aside
from the Inayawan-SRP
road, the street from Basak
Pardo to SRP and Cabreros

Street in Basak San Nicolas
will be widened to become
connector roads to SRP. The
widening of Cabreros Street
will be from Natalio Bacalso
Avenue to SRP.
“If we analyze it, we will
soon have four entry and exit
roads, including the existing
Vestil Street in Mambaling
which is the only entry and
exit road to SRP at present,”
Guardo said.
Guardo said the con-

Punta Princesa awarded
safety seal by DILG
BARANGAY
Punta
Princesa, Cebu City under
Barangay Captain Eleno
“Jun” M. Andales Jr. was
awarded Safety Seal Certification last August 19 by the
Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILG).
The Safety Seal Certification was given to Andales

in behalf of Punta Princesa
after an assessment by the
DILG Cebu City Inspection
and Certification Team.
DILG Cebu City Director Ian Kenneth B. Lucero, a
lawyer and team chairman,
together with PLt.Col. Ryan
A. Devaras of the Cebu City
Police Office (CCPO) and F/

Inspertor Eran Fernandez
of Cebu City Fire Office conferred the seal after all requirements were compliant
after being checked and verified.
Lucero said this is the
first barangay in Cebu City to
receive the Safety Seal Certification. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

struction
of
alternative
roads is in anticipation of
the official opening of the
third bridge that will connect Cebu City to Cordova,
Cebu.
“We anticipate that
once the third bridge will
be opened; there will be an
influx of traffic at SRP. We
have to find ways to prevent
that to happen,” Guardo
said.
He said that since the

third bridge is two lanes in
going to Cebu City, one lane
will go to SM Seaside Mall
and the other lane will connect to the back of SRP in
Mambaling side.
“Once the connector
roads will be finished, the
motorists from the third
bridge will go directly to
Mambaling,
Basak-San
Nicolas, Cogon Pardo or
Inayawan,” Guardo said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Water from Lusaran
available by yearend: Daluz
CHAIRMAN Joey C. Daluz of the Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) said
the water utility firm will
bring 15MLD (million liters
per day) of water from Barangay Lusaran to Barangays Busay, Lahug and Apas
through gravity.
Daluz, a lawyer, said that
hopefully, the water facility
will be operational by the end
of the year as the laying of
water pipelines has already
started.
Daluz added that a person will consume 80 to 100
liters per day including bathing, drinking and others. So,
if there is one MLD, several
people can use it.
He said that Busay, Lahug and Apas are among
those areas suspended for
water services, and these areas will soon have abundant
water supply once this water
line from Lusaran will be operational.
In addition to Lusaran,
Daluz said MCWD has a de-

MCWD CHAIRMAN JOEY C. DALUZ TALKING ABOUT THE
ONGOING WORKS IN THE WATER FACILITY IN LUSARAN.

salination plant at South
Road Properties (SRP) with
30MLD. The desalination
plant in Talisay City has
20MLD, while in Marigondon, Lapu-Lapu City with
30MLD and Cordova with

20MLD.
There will be a total of
100MLD from desalination
plants, plus the Lusaran
water which is fresh with
15MLD. Hopefully, all these
water sources will be opera-

tional early next year.
“There will be 20MLD in
Inayawan, Cebu City, and in
Canjulao, Lapu-Lapu City.
There will be coming water
sources in Liloan and Consolacion. And if our negotiation

will be successful, MCWD will
have additional 120MLD by
next year,” Daluz said.
Daluz said that the people must know that since the
time of the previous administration in Cebu City, water
is lacking. The registered
consumers for Metro Cebu
are 500,000 and the water
sources are limited like the
33,000 cubic meters of water
per day produced from Jaclupan, Talisay City.
“There is a rapid increase
of the population in Metro Cebu who cannot be entirely served fresh water by
MCWD. We need to shift into
sourcing desalinated water,”
Daluz said.
Daluz discovered that
MCWD lacked water infrastructures to get water from
fresh sources like the Tagbao
Falls and Budlaan Falls.
“If there are really water
infrastructures in these areas,
there would be lesser problem in water supply,” Daluz
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Ayuda to be given directly to barangays: Rama

MAYOR Michael “Mike”
Rama said that the Cebu City
Government’s financial help
to the people popularly known
as “Ayuda” will be directly given to the barangays.
Rama warned that the
Ayuda should not be used for
any other purpose except economic assistance.
The guideline on this Ayuda is bipartisan from the executive department and the
Cebu City Council. This was

approved by the City Council
which included this in the supplemental budget.
Rama said the budget also
integrated the incentives in
the vaccination activities, and
prizes for several activities in
the barangays.
He added that Secretary
Roy Cimatu of the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) who is also
the chief of the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF) said that

the National Government has
no more money for Ayuda.
“We really took it up for
the benefit of the barangays.
There is already criteria on
who is qualified to receive
ayuda. Transparency and responsibility must be upheld,”
Rama said.
The ayuda, Rama said, is
proportionate to the population. There is strict monitoring. There are requirements
that should be followed by

the barangays that will implement it.
“Our number one challenge now is on how to survive
this health pandemic. Politics shall be set aside because
it can wait. Life, on the other
hand, is precious and if hit by
Covid-19, death cannot wait,”
Rama said.
On the other hand, he reminded the people of his executive order No. 137 called
Oplan Puyo.

“If you have no essential
thing to attend outside your
house, then, puyo. We must
show that the Cebuanos are
following rules and health
protocols. The people should
not challenge the protectors,
defenders, and enforcers,”
Rama said.
He added that there is no
problem if a person will stay
home unless he will go out because it is essential. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Former CCTO building to be converted into Covid-19 facility: Rama
CEBU City Acting Mayor Michael “Mike” Rama said
that the building vacated by
the Cebu City Traffic Office
(CCTO) will be converted into
a healing facility for Covid-19
patients.
He said that that will be a
temporary treatment facility
to fight against this Covid-19
with many variants.
Rama added that the
Cebu City Government un-

der the leadership of Mayor
Edgardo C. Labela and the
Cebu City Council will work
with unity with the private
sector and multi-sectoral
groups and the Kapisanan ng
mga Brodkasters ng Pilipinas
(KBP) for a united approach
in the fight against the health
pandemic.
Based on the new executive order signed last week by
Rama, the Cebu City Police Of-

fice (CCPO) will hold parents
and guardians responsible for
children violating health protocols.
Rama told Yagyagan program over DYRC radio that
they are very strict in implementing health protocols for
children because of the rising
cases of Covid-19.
He said that if children
are just confined in their respective communities and will

not go to other places, there is
a big chance that they will not
get the Covid-19 disease.
The CCPO reminds parents and guardians to prevent
their children from going out
of their residences as they
will be made to pay a fine or
do community service once a
child is found violating health
protocols.
Police Lt. Col. Wilbert
Parilla, CCPO deputy director

for operation s, said they will
bring minors caught violating
the health protocols to a holding facility. Then parents or
guardians will be fined or do
community service to get back
their children.
In the past months, especially last year, Parilla noted that many of those being
held for violating health protocols were minors. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu Business Week

August 16 - 22, 2021

11

BOHOL NEWS

Yap meets mayors on
Covid-19 updates

BOHOL Governor Arthur Yap has called a meeting with mayors from the
different towns and discussed about the latest updates on Covid-19.
They also discussed
about the vaccination rollout and the hospitalization
which is given top priority by the Bohol Provincial
Government.
The Local Government
Units (LGUs) have also suspended the entry of individuals who are not considered
Authorized Persons Outside
Residence (APOR).
In his speech, Yap explained that the reason for
closing the borders in Bohol
until August 31, 2021 is to
provide ample time in fighting against the Delta Variant.
Yap said there should be
proper handling in receiving patients with Covid-19
cases. Yap also decided to
increase the bed capacity of
hospitals to prevent conges-

GOVERNOR ARTHUR YAP AT THE RECENTLY OPENED DIALYSIS CENTER IN GARCIA MEMORIAL
PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL (GMPH) IN TALIBON, BOHOL

tion of patients.
Yap happily shared the
new agreement between
the Bohol Provincial Gov-

ernment and New World
Diagnostic Center where all
Boholanos who will come
home will be given dis-

counts of P1,000 each on
RT-PCR test.
The governor urged all
mayors to inform the peo-

ple about this development
which means an arriving
Boholano will only have to
spend P800 for RT-PCR
test.
Yap said he is ready
to listen to the people, especially the poor, of their
needs, especially in unexpected expenses for hospitals.
On the other hand, the
Dialysis Center in Garcia
Memorial Provincial Hospital (GMPH) in Talibon,
Bohol was officially opened
recently.
The dialysis center in
GMPH has 12 dialysis machines which can be used by
patients inside the facility
for free using Philhealth.
Those who attended the
official opening of the dialysis center were Yap, Board
Members Mimi Frans Garcia and Toting Auxtero,
Provincial Heath Office
(PHO) chief Dr. Yul Lopez
and GMPH head Miguel
Jayoma. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DOLE gives livelihood assistance to Bohol farmers, fisher folks
THE Department of Labor and Employment Region
7 (DOLE-7) gave 1.8 Million
Pesos in livelihood assistance to a group of farmers
and fishermen in Bohol.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton said
the 196 beneficiaries come
from five (5) workers’ associations in the town of Loon,
namely: Canigaan Farmers
& Fisherfolks Organization
(CAFFO); Pederasyon sa
mga Gagmay’ng Mananagat ug Mag-uuma sa Loon
(PEGAMMA); Cuasi Fishermen Association; Talisay

Fishermen’s
Association;
and Cansubayon Samahang
Nayon Multi-Purpose Cooperative.
The financial assistance is broken down as
follows: Canigaan Farmers & Fisherfolks Organization
(CAFFO),
Php314,051.00 for their
Bangus Production and
Marketing business; Pederasyon sa mga Gagmay’ng
Mananagatug
Mag-uuma sa Loon (PEGAMMA),
Php296,756.00 for their
Bahalina Production and
Marketing Enterprise proj-

ect; Cuasi Fishermen Association, Php401,280.00
for their All Season Fishing
livelihood;
Talisay
Fishermen’s
Association,
Php413,158.00 to finance
same project on All Season Fishing and; Cansubayon Samahang Nayon
Multi-Purpose Cooperative,
Php410,500.00 for their
Egg Production business.
DOLE Bohol Field Office OIC, Angeli T. Salgados said that the livelihood assistance released
to said associations totaled
Php1,835,745.00 and will

be used to purchase the raw
materials, jigs and equipment needed to start operating their respective livelihood projects.
All association-beneficiaries will be observing a
sharing scheme of 70-30. “It
means 70% of the income
earned from their business
goes to the members, while
30% of it goes to the association to help ensure its continuity and sustainability,”
she continued.
Siaton applauded all
beneficiaries and urged them
to help the government fight

poverty by taking care of
their livelihood projects. “If
these businesses are nurtured and kept sustainable,
business owners or beneficiaries themselves will also
become self-reliant and economically independent. I really hope that their respective undertakings will go a
long way,” she said.
The livelihood assistance
extended to said associations were derived from the
DOLE Integrated Livelihood
and Emergency Employment Program (DILEEP).
PR/ BEBIE H. BAQUERO

Sangguniang Panlalawigan pushes for lower RAT rates
BOHOL Vice Governor
Rene Lopez Relampagos
led the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP) in pushing
for lower Rapid Antigen
Testing (RAT) rates in the
different medical laboratories and facilities owned
and managed by the Provincial Government of Bo-

hol (PGBh).
Relampagos
brought
up the request of Bohol
Gov. Arthur Yap to pass an
ordinance fixing the rates
of RAT in province-owned
facilities during the SP’s
Aug. 10, 2021 regular session,
The proposal is to set

RENE LOPEZ RELAMPAGOS
VICE GOVERNOR

the RAT rates at P800
which only covers the purchase cost of RAT kits.
Initially, the fee was
pegged at P 950 to cover
the price of the RAT kits
and the salaries of the
medical health workers.
However, in consideration of Yap’s request, and

after a thorough deliveration of the proposed ordinance, the proposed rate is
further lowered to P 800.
“Dili ta mag pa ginansiya. Tabang kining atoa”
Relampagos said.
The proposed ordinance was passed on second reading. PR
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Almost $100m lost to
hackers in Japan crypto heist
LEADING
Japanese
cryptocurrency
exchange
Liquid has been hit by hackers, with almost $100m
(£73m) estimated to have
been stolen.
The company announced
that some of its digital currency wallets have been
“compromised.”
It is the second major
cryptocurrency theft to take
place in recent days.
Last week, digital token
platform Poly Network was
at the centre of a $600m
heist.
“We are sorry to announce that #LiquidGlobal
warm wallets were compromised, we are moving assets
into the cold wallet,” the
company said on Twitter.
So-called ‘warm’ or ‘hot’
digital wallets are usually
based online and designed
to allow users to access their

cryptocurrencies more easily, while ‘cold’ wallets are
offline and harder to access
and therefore usually more
secure.
Blockchain
analytics
firm Elliptic said its analysis
showed that around $97m in

EVEN as Britain’s bluechip firms last year slashed
chief executive pay as the
pandemic struck, the head
of Covid vaccine maker AstraZeneca still pocketed a
chart-topping £15.45 million, a survey showed Thursday.
The High Pay Centre said
as the world suffered lockdowns, CEOs of London’s
biggest listed companies saw
median annual pay drop 17

percent.
However, AstraZeneca
chief executive Pascal Soriot
managed to earn the equivalent of $21.25 million or fifty
percent more than his nearest challenger -- Brian Cassin, the CEO at credit-rating
group Experian.
The High Pay Centre
campaigns for a narrowing
of the huge gap between CEO
and ordinary workers’ wages
in Britain.

cryptocurrencies had been
taken, with Bitcoin and Ethereum tokens among the haul.
Liquid has said that it
was tracing the movement of
the stolen cryptocurrencies
and working with other exchanges to freeze and recover

the assets.
Founded in 2014, Liquid
operates in over 100 countries and serves millions of
customers around the world.
It is one of the world’s
top 20 biggest cryptocurrency exchanges by daily trading

volumes, according to CoinMarketCap data.
Last week, $600m was
stolen from blockchain site
Poly Network after a hacker
exploited a vulnerability in
its system.
“The amount of money
you have hacked is one of the
biggest in defi [decentralized
finance] history,” Poly Network said.
Since then, the hacker,
who goes under the name of
Mr White Hat, has returned
around $427m of the assets.
Liquid is not the only
Japanese
cryptocurrency
platform to be hit by a major
heist.
In 2014, Tokyo-based exchange MtGox collapsed after almost half a billion dollars of bitcoin went missing,
while Coincheck was hacked
in a $530m heist in 2018.
BBC

AstraZeneca boss tops CEO pay chart in UK

PASCAL SORIOT
ASTRAZENECA CHIEF
EXECUTIVE

“Very high CEO pay reflects a wider gap between
rich and poor in the UK
than in most other European countries,” said High Pay
Centre Director Luke Hildyard.
“The inequalities exposed by the pandemic and
the volume of public money
used to protect large businesses could strengthen the
argument for measures to
contain top pay and re-bal-

ance extreme income differences.”
The survey showed that
median CEO pay was 86
times median earnings for a
full-time worker in the UK.
The High Pay Centre
said average CEO pay at nine
blue-chip companies that
claimed support through the
government’s furlough jobs
support scheme was £2.39
million. THE ECONOMIC
TIMES

Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn secure Afghan
citizens’ accounts amid Taliban takeover

FACEBOOK, Twitter and
LinkedIn said this week they
had moved to secure the accounts of Afghan citizens to
protect them against being
targeted amid the Taliban’s
swift takeover of the country.
Facebook has temporarily
removed the ability for people
to view or search the friends’
lists of accounts in Afghanistan, its security policy head
Nathaniel Gleicher tweeted
on Thursday.
Gleicher also said the
company had launched a

“one-click tool” for users in
Afghanistan to lock down
their accounts, so people who
are not their Facebook friends
would be unable to see their
timeline posts or share their
profile photos.
Human rights groups
have voiced concerns that the
Taliban could use online platforms to track Afghans’ digital
histories or social connections.
Amnesty International said
this week that thousands of
Afghans, including academics,
journalists and human rights

defenders, were at serious risk
of Taliban reprisals.
The former captain of the
Afghan women’s soccer team
has also urged players to delete social media and erase
their public identities.
Twitter Inc said it was
in touch with civil society
partners to provide support
to groups in the country and
was working with the Internet Archive to expedite direct
requests to remove archived
tweets.
It said if individuals were

unable to access accounts containing information that could
put them at risk, such as direct messages or followers, the
company could temporarily
suspend the accounts until users regain access and are able
to delete their content.
Twitter also said it was
proactively monitoring accounts affiliated with government organizations and
might temporarily suspend
accounts pending additional
information to confirm their
identity.

A LinkedIn spokesman
said the Microsoft-owned
professional networking site
had temporarily hidden the
connections of its users in
Afghanistan so other users
would not be able to see them.
BUSINESS TODAY

