“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK
Room 310-A, 3rd floor
WDC Bldg. Osmeña Blvd., Cebu City
You may visit Cebu Business Week
Facebook page.

August 23 - 29, 2021

Volume 3, Series 101

www.cebubusinessweek.com

12 PAGES

GROUP HITS POE
ON ROAD TESTS
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Senator seeking stop to operation of private inspection centers
A CONSUMER advocacy
group is up in arms over the
supposed efforts of Senator
Grace Poe to put a stop to
the operation of private motor vehicle inspection centers
(PMVICs).
The Alyansa ng mga Grupong Haligi ng Agham at
Teknolohiya Para sa Mamamayan (AGHAM) led by its
president, Angelo Palmones
believes that the continued
presence of PMVICs has s
major impact on the environment as well as on public
safety.
“PMVICs are the next
step in ensuring road safety,
as has been institutionalized
in all corners of our planet.
AGHAM condemns the Senator for getting in the way of
progress,” Palmones said in
a statement last August 25,
2021.
“It is time to put an end
to the rolling coffins and environmentally unsound vehicles that continue to ply our
roads,” Palmones added.
In a privilege speech earlier this week, Poe told the
Department of Transportation (DOTr) to address the
alleged problems and headaches being caused to motorists by PMVICs during this
time of the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic.

These include alleged
long queues and physical
distancing at the centers and
alleged burdensome costs,
especially when compared
to more traditional Private
Emission Testing Centers
(PETCs).
Palmones, a former congressman, said PETCs facilitate the “status quo” which
leads to unsafe driving conditions on top of continued
air pollution.
“While it is necessary to
ensure that the programs,
terms, guidelines, and operating regulations that led to
the creation and authorization of PPMVICs are within legal and constitutional
bounds, let us not forget the
system that this program is
seeking to elevate and bring
integrity to,” the former legislator said.
According to Palmones,
solely relying on PETCs and
the Land Transportation Office (LTO) District Office visual inspectors to determine
vehicle’s roadworthiness and
exhaust emissions compliance “has failed and will continue to fail the public unless
it is completely revamped.”
“The status quo of
con-appearance/no
show
practiced by fixers in collusion with PETCs, insurance

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
companies, and the LTO
District Offices themselves,
has been so institutionalized
that the very mentality of the
Filipinos is no longer that of
safety, but one of misplaced
‘convenience’, unspeakable
corruption, and worst of all,
complete disregard of Filipino lives,” he said.
“How dare Senator Poe
choose that status quo over
an initiative that although
is not perfect, clearly does
away with all of those opportunities for corruption. Does
Senator Poe know about the
system that she is choosing
to uphold by stopping PMVICs from operating?” the

AGHAM president asked.
“Is she really that blind,
deaf and ignorant to the fact
that the current system does
nothing, absolutely nothing
to ensure the road worthiness
and environmental compliance of vehicles? If is baffling
to us why she chooses to do
so, and we can only conclude
that such a conscious effort
to turn a blind eye to the
glaring failure of PETCs only
means that she is protecting
their interests,” the outspoken Palmones said.
He added that it does not
take a genius to conclude that
PETC/LTO visual inspections
(or lack thereof), are worlds
apart; it does not take a genius to conclude that PMVICs

are far more transparent, reliable, and greatly reduces
opportunities for corruption;
but it takes only one corrupted senator to destroy the lives
of Filipinos on the road.
Palmones
said
that
AGHAM has made it central
to its advocacy to promote
all initiatives of government
that put science and technology first in improving the
welfare of all Filipinos, regardless of politics.
Meanwhile,
AGHAM
reiterated its appeal to Department of Transportation
(DOTr) Secretary Arthur
Tugade to maintain the PMVICs, a move that would
“correct the mistakes of previous administrations” and
comply with the mandate of
the Clean Air Act.
“When you look at it
carefully, there is an environmental issue at its core. We
can’t continue the old normal with PETCs, the blatant
shortcomings of which had
led to continued air pollution
from smoke-belching vehicles even during the coronavirus disease pandemic” Palmones said.
He said that Republic
Act 8749 or the Clean Air Act
places utmost importance in
maintaining healthy and safe
air to breathe for Filipinos.
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Renewable energy
in place: Bontuyan
THE Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) said
the renewable energy in the
country is already in place,
in fact, President Rodrigo
Duterte has stopped giving
feed-in tariff to solar power
because there are enough investors for it.
ERC Visayas Director
Atty. Joel Bontuyan said that
there are several kinds of renewable energy like solar,
wind power, hydro, bio-diesel, and geothermal.
Bontuyan said that because solar has several investors already, they are now
trying to lure investors into
engaging in other technologies like wind and hydro.
“These renewable energy
sources must have specific locations because not all areas
are suitable for each of them.
For wind, for example, it is

not sustainable in some areas because of strong winds
that can destroy turbines,”
Bontuyan said.
At present, the windmills
in the country are in Ilocos
Norte and Guimaras.
“There are areas in Cebu

that are suitable for hydro
power. We can put mini hydro in Mantalongon Falls in
Dalaguete, Kawasan Falls,
Mantayupan Falls in Barili,
and mini dams in several areas,” Bontuyan said.
He said the Department

of Energy (DOE) is promoting run off river hydro, using small turbines placed in
running water in rivers to
generate power. Ginagmay
pero kon matigom can supply power in communities.
He said that in the Phil-

ippines, there are ten months
with rains and only two
months summer. In Mindanao, the people experienced
electricity shortage only
during summer.
Several investors have
applied to National Renewable Energy Board for feedin tariff but Bontuyan said
the ERC is still setting aside
Ocean technology because it
is not yet successful even in
advance countries.
In thermal, it uses thermo dynamic, tubig sa ibabaw
mas init, ug ang tubig sa ilawom mas bugnaw. In temperature interchange, sometimes it can cause the flow of
water.
“But as I said, Ocean is
a new technology, and we
are still waiting it to be matured,” Bontuyan said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Avail of SSS loans, not loan sharks: SSS official
MICHAEL Keith Sacay
of the Social Security System (SSS) has urged all pensioners to avail their needed loans from their agency
instead of from loan sharks
and other usurers.
Sacay said the SSS has
Pension Loan Program. They
had conducted the third vir-

tual pension loan program
last August 25, 2021 and several pensioners have attended.
This program, Sacay
said, is one of the SSS programs for retiree pensioners
to be deducted from their
monthly pension.
“So, there’s no need to give

The Department of Energy (DOE) said the Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
sector continues its business
despite the health pandemic
because this is essential for
the people’s daily activities
like cooking.
“We are implementing rules
and regulations for smooth
deliveries of LPG between
islands because that is an essential need of the people,”
said DOE Visayas Director
Russ Mark Gamallo.
Gamallo, a lawyer and former DOE Visayas legal officer, said they are constantly
monitoring the LPG and other petroleum products and
strengthen their coordination with the Philippine National Police (PNP).

He said they are assured of
full support from the PNP
in implementing DOE laws,
rules, and regulations against
illegal trading of petroleum
products.
“I would like to commend the PNP for their full
support to DOE. Without the
assistance of law enforcement agencies, we cannot
run after illegal LPG traders
especially those selling illegal
butane canister filled with
LPG which has caused fires
thereby endangering lives
and properties,” Gamallo
said.
He said the illegal business of butane canister is
not yet eliminated but there
is a big reduction compared
to two years ago where there

their ATM to the loan sharks
in order to get loan because
the SSS now has pension loan
program which has very low
interest rate,” Sacay said.
Sacay said that a retiree
pensioner can secure loan
from SSS up to P200,000
depending on his monthly
pension. If he has the max-

imum pension, he can avail
the P200,000 loan.
He added that a retiree
pensioner can avail of times
three of his monthly pension
which shall be paid in six
months. There is also times
six of the monthly pension
payable in one year. There are
also times nine of the month-

ly pension and times 12 which
can be paid in two years.
Sacay said that if a retiree
pensioner will die and has not
fully paid his loan, his family
will not anymore pay the remaining balance because it is
insured under the Credit Life
Insurance which will pay the
SSS. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

LPG sector continues business despite pandemic

was huge proliferation of
such dangerous product.
Gamallo said the illegal
butane canister is now overshadowed by the legal LPG

refillable cylinder like that of
the Philippine Ecogas Producers Cooperative (PEPC).
That is a big improvement.
But he said some unscru-

pulous businessmen, instead
of acquiring permit from
DOE, continue to engage in
LPG trading without securing Standard Compliance
Certificate (SCC) from DOE,
thus their operation is illegal.
“Despite our information
drive and warnings, they blatantly violate the laws, rules
and regulations. We will continue to run after the personalities involved in this illegal
business,” Gamallo said.
He said that while there
are now legal cylinders or
canisters refillable with LPG
as approved by the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI), the sellers must have
SCC from DOE, otherwise,
their business will be illegal.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Lawyers condemn ambush,
slay of Rex Fernandez
Lawyers condemned the
ambush-killing of Atty. Rex
Jma Fernandez by a still unknown gunman at Duterte
Street, Banawa, Guadalupe,
Cebu last August 26, 2021.
Atty. Gerardo “Gerry”
Carillo said Fernandez was
his former partner in the law
firm although they shared
differences in opinion and
strategy in their legal advocacy. But he respected his legal
stand and his aggressiveness
in the practice.
“He does not deserve
such a dastardly act and any
lawyer does not deserve to
be murdered just because of
their advocacy,” Carillo said.
He added that the death
of Fernandez seeks justice
and condemnation for those
who perpetuated such cow-

ardly and contemptuous
acts.
Atty. Noemi Truya said
that Fernandez was a comrade, colleague, and friend.

“His death is a shock to
all of us in the human rights
community. I’ve worked with
him as his law office partner
for 10 years and we know how

passionate he can be in advancing the cause of his clients, to the extent of going to
jail for them,” Truya said.
“I’m beyond words. I did

not think that my next post
about a lawyer getting violently killed would be about
him,” Truya added.
“No words, indeed. Another colleague has fallen
with his boots on. We had
lost count. It has not stopped
and every lawyer is a sitting
duck,” said Atty. Edre Olalia,
president of NUPL.
Olalia said Fernandez
was a founding member of
National Union of People’s
Lawyers (NUPL) in 2007. He
was also a Karapatan counsel
for years.
“He was passionate, intense and brave, even as he
was unique in many ways. He
handled many Amparo cases of activists when it was a
promising remedy then,” Olalia added. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Locally sourced revenues up to P169-B in Q2
LOCAL
government
units (LGUs) have increased
their collections from locally sourced revenues (LSRs)
by 5 percent to P168.96 billion in the second quarter of
2021, compared to P161.49
billion in the same period
last year, but continue to
rely heavily on their internal revenue allotment (IRA)
share to fund their operations and programs.
In a report to Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
III, the Bureau of Local Government Finance (BLGF)
said the current operating

income of provinces, cities
and municipalities reached
P460.86 billion in the AprilJune period, representing
an increase of P1.74 billion
or 0.4 percent from the
P459.12 billion posted in the
same quarter last year.
BLGF Executive Director Niño Raymond Alvina
traced this slight increase
in collections to the IRA,
which grew P273.21 billion
over the April-June period,
higher by P19.58 billion or
8 percent from the P253.63
billion that LGUs received
during the same period in

2o20.
“On IRA dependence,
provinces showed the highest dependency at 79 percent, followed by the municipalities (75 percent) and
cities (38 percent) in the
second quarter of 2021,”
Alvina said.
The contribution of the
IRA to the current operating income of LGUs in the
second quarter rose to 59
percent, from 55 percent in
2020.
The LSRs accounted for
37 percent of the current
operating income of LGUs,

an improvement from its 35
percent share last year.
Tax revenues, mostly from local business tax
(LBT) and real property tax
(RPT), contributed the biggest share of the LSRs in the
second quarter at P135.07
billion, which is a 4-percent
increase from the P129.65
billion collected in 2020,
Alvina said.
The share of non-tax
revenues, which amounted
to P33.88 billion in the second quarter, increased by 6
percent from the P31.85 billion collected in 2020.

Other income sources of
LGUs were transfers from
the national government
that include donations,
grants and other shares in
the tax collections, which
amounted to P18.69 billion
in the second quarter of
2021.
This was a sharp decline
from the P43.99 billion that
LGUs received during the
same period last year when
the one-time Bayanihan
grant to LGUs was released
under Republic Act (RA)
No. 11469 or the Bayanihan
1 Law. PR

Mayor Labella’s brother to run for councilor
A DOCTOR-of-medicine
and brother of Cebu City
Mayor Edgar Labella said
that he is running for city
councilor so he can contribute to the improvement of
the services of the legislative
body.
Dr. Emmanuel Labella,
former executive director
of the Bureau of Quarantine (BQ), said that amid
Covid-19 pandemic, the Cebu
City Government must upgrade the capability of health
centers.

“Aside from the health
pandemic, we want to reduce the infant mortality
rate and maternal mortality
rate. If we have ultrasound
machine, the medical frontliners will know the position
of the baby in the womb. But
we have none at present. So,
if I will become councilor,
I will make a move that the
barangays will have it for the
benefit of the constituents,”
Labella said.
He added that we need a
holistic approach in dealing

with health pandemic and
other health problems of the
people, and at the same time
make measures to ensure the
sustained economic operation.
“We
must
promote
healthy lifestyle of the people and health education
programs. We will encourage the people that instead
of drinking wines and liquor
and smoke, they should eat
nutritious food to fight any
disease,” said Labella who
was a former Philippine

health representative to the
World Health Organization
(WHO).
Atty. Josephus Jimenez,
a law professor and former
undersecretary of the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) said that if
Cebu City voters want a good
leader on health, they must
vote for Labella being a doctor-of -medicine.
Jimenez said that since
time immemorial, only the
late Pablo Abella who was
elected Cebu City councilor

was a doctor. That was the
time that the health services
of the city were improved.
For his part, Labella said
that there is much to improve
in the Cebu City Health Department and the Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC).
“If I will be elected city
councilor in the Cebu City
North, I will choose to be the
chairman of the Committee
on Health and review the
programs and policies of the
two health offices,” Labella
said.
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Carbon Market
I am aghast at the
notion that opposing
the privatization of the
Carbon Market should
only be the concern of
a few vendors. Are you
Cebuanos? Through the
decades, Carbon is the
biggest market for both
rich and poor Cebuanos.
We know that poor
Weekly Notes
Cebuanos buy and sell Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
in Carbon Market. Aside
from those with stalls, there are thousands of ambulant
vendors. Count the thousands of cargadores. Then how
about the suppliers of vegetables, poultry, meat, and fish.
However, defenders of the Megawide privatization
would insist the vendors are already millionaires to demonize them as not worthy of popular sympathy. (Only
the super billionaires of Megawide and those who enjoy
the benefits of helping them?)
Aside from poor consumers who cannot afford the
prices of malls and even the neighborhood satellite grocery stores, both rich and poor entrepreneurs buy their
supplies cheaply from the Carbon Market. Even owners
with SUVs of flower shops, meat shops, barbecue stalls,
lechon manok and liempo stalls, bakeries, eateries, and
other startups buy their stocks from Carbon.
Perhaps, critical pundits who are istambays of plush
coffee shops in Rustans and other malls should spend
time observing the Carbon Market more closely. I have.
This should save you from the absurd claim that groups
from Pasil and Mambaling, including party list groups
like Sanlakas and Akbayan, have no business filing a case
against the Megawide privatization.
The case filed against the so-called joint venture
hammered by the brilliant lawyers of Cebu City Mayor
Edgar Labella and Megawide enumerated several flaws.
Allow me to cite just two:
• Cebu City Hall does not own the entire land it
agreed to privatize in its so-called joint venture with the
Megawide Construction Corporation. Huge portions are
claimed by the Cebu Port Authority (CPA) and the Slum
Improvement and Resettlement (SIR) project in Bato,
Barangay Ermita. The brilliant lawyers and the approving councilors even failed to consult Google.
• Atty. Edmund Lao, the lead lawyer of Carbon
Alliance, pointed out that the agreement referred to as
a joint venture had the salient details of a “Build, Operate, Transfer” project. A joint venture only needs an ordinance by the Cebu City Council. BOT projects had to
be approved by NEDA and the Office of the President.
But can the supportive councilors even present a validly
approved ordinance?
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc., is also a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or
POLPhil. DM me at @anol_cebu)
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Atty. Rex and Carbon
Some defenders of the
joint venture between Cebu
City Hall and the Megawide
Construction
Corporation
vehemently criticize critics
for linking the brutal assassination of Atty. Rex JMA Fernandez.
“Why
connect
the
death with the Cebu City
Hall-Megawide joint venture?”
they
vehemently
asked.
But should we forget the
fact that Atty. Fernandez was
instrumental in putting together the case and the coalition that filed it at the Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Cebu
City on August 25, 2021?
The filing happened a
day before brutal shooting of
the lawyer on the afternoon
of August 26, 2021.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

It boggles the mind how
the joint venture defenders
could think of talking about
the joint venture case without linking it to the assassination of the lawyer the next
day. Or how can one discuss
the death of Atty. Fernandez
without even mentioning
that he personally accompanied leaders of the Carbon
Alliance in filing the case?
The vehement reaction
of the joint venture defenders sounds so defensive, insensitive, and awkward. The
joint venture principals are
equally awkward in their silence. They should have instead issued an immediate
condemnation of the assassination and prevailed upon
their irresponsible defenders
to just hold their defensive

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

comments.
But then the reaction
could just be a result of incompetent damage control
handlers. They could not
think of issuing an immediate condemnation and call
for justice. They could join
the voices calling for justice.
The day after the assassination, Carbon market
vendors came out in masse
with a spontaneous and dramatic candle-lighting activity
in Calderon Street and other
side streets in Carbon Market.
They said no speeches. They just played somber
music and the simultaneous raising of clenched fists.
Tears flowed in the eyes of
even those watching the video.
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Prisoners to plug worker shortage
in meat industry
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Abattoirs,
butchers,
and meat processors are
set to employ prisoners and
ex-inmates to help plug labor shortages. Meat industry leaders held talks with
the government on Monday
to discuss options of how
businesses could link up
with prisons to fill vacancies. The Association of Independent Meat Suppliers
told the BBC the industry
had about 14,000 job vacancies currently. It said
Covid, Brexit and perceptions over career paths had
caused a looming recruitment crisis. The industry
body said businesses would
seek to link up with prisons
that contain prisoners who
are part of the Release On
Temporary Licence (ROTL)
programme. ROTL is a
risk-assessed temporary release programme that inmates in open prisons use
to gain work experience to
help them in their transition back into the community. (BBC)

oOo
Walmart on Tuesday
announced the launch of
a delivery service called
GoLocal, which will carry
goods from other local retailers to consumers. The
company said it expects to
begin shipping by the end
of 2021 and that the delivery fleet would include
newer technologies, such
as self-driving vehicles and
drones. Tom Ward, senior
vice president of Last Mile
for Walmart, told CNBC that
It’s about bringing the capabilities that we as Walmart
have been laser-focused on
building and connecting for
our own customers to life
for both local and national
businesses. Walmart said
GoLocal will be a white-label service, meaning deliveries will not be made
by Walmart-branded vehicles. The company said
it will offer competitively
priced shipping within two
hours as well as a two-day
delivery option. The deliv-

eries will be handled by a
combination of associates,
gig workers and at times
other delivery companies.
Walmart is currently partnered with FedEx for online
package delivery. The company would not say if FedEx
would be used for GoLocal.
However, Ward said the
company would tap innovative delivery partners, including Cruise, a self-driving electric vehicle start-up
the retailer invested in last
year, as well as Waymo and
Nuro. Drone delivery will
also be a focus, with partners including DroneUP,
another company Walmart
invested in last year, as well
as ZipLine and FlyTrex.
(CNBC)
oOo
China’s Changan aims
to sell 3 million vehicles a
year in 2025, and 4.5 million annually in 2030, its
chairman Zhu Huarong
said on Tuesday. Zhu said
35per cent of its sales in
2025 will be new energy

vehicles (NEVs), including
battery electric, plug-in
hybrid and hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles. Sixty percent of its sales in 2030
will be NEVs. Sales outside China will account for
30per cent of its business
in 2030, Zhu added. Changan, which operates a joint
venture with Ford Motor ,
sold 2 million vehicles last
year.
Chongqing-based
Changan, which is developing electric vehicles (EV)
with Huawei Technologies
and battery maker CATL,
plans to invest 150 billion
yuan (US$23.14 billion) in
the smart electric vehicle
industry in the next five
years. China, the world’s
biggest auto market, is accelerating development of
electric vehicles to improve
vehicle technologies and
combat pollution. Authorities expect 20per cent of
overall sales in 2025 will be
NEVs. (CNA)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

and cause economic dislocation,” Calooy said.
He said that if the goods
are perishable and are displayed in one room of the
store, the store owner may
freeze it to preserve, but his
power bill will surely swell.
Calooy said that the
second major problem in
business is labor. You may
have hundreds of personnel
but during lockdowns and
government
regulations,
you cannot tell the employees that they can only work
three times day or so.
In short, if a business
has no more sales or has little sales and is not enough
to pay the salaries of workers, plus the huge power bill
and water consumption, the
owner should assume everything, even if he will suffer
losses.
Most businessmen are
also renting spaces. They
need to pay rent on time because the building owner is
also relying on it.
Before the Covid-19 pan-

demic, there was continuous
money circulation. Even if a
business is micro, small, or
medium enterprises, there
was no problem because
money changes hands fast.
Now, money circulation
is slow. Calooy said that
once a capital will be used, it
is hard to recover it.
Calooy said one of the
economic pillars now is the
remittances of the Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFW).
Around 22 percent of the
country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) came from
OFW with almost P1 trillion
or US$25 billion annually.
By nature, OFWs are
sending money to their families and relatives and that
adds to money circulation.
However,
the
easy
spending behavior of OFWs
before has slowed down because they know that they
are facing economic uncertainty. Most OFWs are now
advising their families and
relatives to save for the future.

Closure of Fooda

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

The chairman of the
Filipino-Cebuano (FilCeb)
Business Club said the announcement to close Fooda
Savers Mart, a homegrown
grocery store is another indication that the economy is
shrinking.
Businessman Rey E.
Calooy said there are a total
of five Fooda stores in Cebu,
three in Cebu City, one in
Consolacion town, and another one in Talisay City.
Calooy said that Fooda,
formerly Foodarama, is one
of the oldest grocery stores
in Cebu. This was the first
store set up by the legendary
businessman John Gokongwei, owner of Robinsons and
Cebu Pacific Airways.
After Gokongwei went to
other ventures, this was assumed by Gokongwei’s sister, Lily Ngochua. Later on,
Lily’s son Patrick took over
the Fooda business.
Calooy is familiar with
the Gokongwei and Ngochua families because they are
relatives of Atty. Augusto W.

Go who owns the University
of Cebu (UC), University of
Cebu Medical Center (UCMed), St. Vincent Hospital,
among others.
The parents of Gokongwei and Ngochua and Go are
siblings. So, they are first
degree cousins. They are the
economic movers in Cebu.
Calooy said that before
the Covid-19 pandemic, this
Fooda was a good business.
But when lockdowns came
because of the problem, it
became struggling.
He said that if a business
was financially bleeding and
has big overhead and maintenance, it will really face
uncertainty.
“The economic lockdown has been on and off
since last year. For us in the
business sector, a lockdown
ordered by government
leaders is disappointing. It is
easy for government regulators to impose General Community Quarantine (GCQ)
or Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ)
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Lambda variant

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The Department of
Health (DOH) has announced the entry to our
country the first case
of Lambda variant of
COVID-19 in the Philippines last Sunday. First
detected in Peru in the late
2020, it was classified as a
variant of interest by the
World Health Organization
last June 14.
According to the CDC,
a COVID-19 variant that

proves to be resistant to
vaccines keeps medical experts, public health officials, and health care professionals—including infection preventionists—on the
frontlines of the COVID-19
pandemic on its toes.
Although, there’s no
reason to sound and push
the panic button yet, but
there may—just may—perhaps be reason to think
that there’s a chance
that the alarm may have
to be sounded at some
point about the Lambda
COVID-19 mutation, or
C.37.
A preprint study by investigators in Chile suggests that the mutation,
which first surfaced in Peru
is highly infectious, may
also be able to evade vaccine antibodies.
Peru has the highest
COVID-19 death rate of
any country in the world,
according to the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center: about 600

for every 100,000 people
infected with COVID-19.
That’s about twice the
amount of Hungary, the
country with the next highest COVID-19 death rate.
The World Health Organization (WHO) says that
the Lambda variant has
been the COVID carrier in
about 81% of infections in
Peru since April. The WHO
declared the Lambda variant a variant of interest
last month. The Lambda
variant has spread to about
30 other countries in the
world, including the United
Kingdom.
The first case of Lambda variant has been spotted at Houston Methodist
Hospital about 2 days ago,
according various news
outlets, including Axios.
An ironic development, as
Houston Methodist Hospital has sparked headlines
lately by being the first
hospital in the U.S. to mandate that all its employees
get the COVID-19 vaccine.

Kevin Kavanagh, MD,
a member of ICT®’s Editorial Advisory Board, argues that the emergence of
the Lambda variant underscores the need to consider
vaccines just 1 layer of protection against COVID-19
infection, and that they
should be combined with
masks and goggles.
“It needs to be remembered that a high-quality
mask or respirator can decrease viral exposure up
to sixfold, making them an
important adjunct to vaccines with reduced efficacy,” Kavanagh tells. “Our
goal needs to be to prevent
both death and long-term
disability.”
Slow the spread and the
mutations of COVID-19,
Kavanagh
urges.
And
though there may be very
few cases of the Lambda
variant in the U.S., it still
“underscores the need for
travel restrictions, including quarantining of returning [travelers], regardless

of vaccination status,” says
Kavanagh.
With the emergence
of new potentially damaging variants, it seems that
there is no end in sight yet
in this pandemic. We just
need to live with it and pray
that there would be light at
the end of this dark tunnel.
This is indeed a gloomy
period of our lives that we
need to pass. Our goal –
just survive. We just hope
and pray to Senior Sto.
Nino for a glimmer of hope
for a spark of light to lead
us in this dark tunnel.
Public Official and now
tinkering of severe lockdown and implementation
of strict community lockdown with the hope of containing the virus spread but
widespread poverty and
joblessness is killing our
people first. Somehow government need to balance
between health and livelihood of our people. Write
us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Labor virtual consultation and women’s rights

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

An emerging challenge
for workers’ organization
that intersect with digital
technology and growing informalization as well as the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic is gaining traction
among
organized
workers.
Thus, the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines
(TUCP), the biggest confederations of labor federation
in the country composed of
almost 30 federations and
with membership of 1.2
million workers in all sec-

tors and industries recently
launches a virtual consultation with workers.
TUCP President Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza has so far invited
guests from the labor department, namely: lawyer
Romeo Montefalco, DOLE
Legal Service Director; Undersecretary Benjo Santos
Benavidez and Director
Maria Consuelo S. Bacay,
as discussants in the online
portal.
Through the platform,
the program dubbed as
TUCP
Kumustahan:
A
virtual consultation with
workers on Balik Trabahong Ligtas aims to discuss
the current challenges and
regulations on labor.
Issues on wages, retrenchment,
employees
and employers’ responsibilities to mitigate coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19)
pandemic disease impact
at the workplace were also
included to equip workers
with the right labor information.
This online portal ini-

tiated by the TUCP with
invited guests from the labor department and maybe from other government
agencies would definitely
offers an alternative on
how to become better partners in attaining industrial
peace as well as maintaining harmonious labor-management partnerships.
In these extraordinary
times involvement on the
participation of the tripartite social partners on
how to improve the existing mechanisms to address
trade union issues and concerns, eradication of violations on workers’ rights is
very timely and appropriate.
Apparently,
through
this online platform issues and concerns on labor
rights, duties and responsibilities between the social
partners would be more
accessible to the ordinary
workers.
An issue of interest is
the discussion on the effective implementation of the
freedom of association and

collective bargaining due to
the fact that our country is
remiss on the implementation of the workers’ rights
based on International
Labor Organization (ILO)
Conventions 87 and 98, respectively.
Though ILO Conventions 87 and 98, strengthening unionism and collective
bargaining
are
universally acknowledged
as potent instruments to
promote
decent
terms
and conditions of work to
achieve harmony between
social partners in the workplace but more often the
so-called social justice and
equity as universal declarations are just mere scrap of
papers for most businesses
and establishments in the
country.
Interestingly,
this
month of August in labor
history, the year was 1980.
The election of the first
woman, Joyce Miller to
the executive board to the
strong 12.5 million working men and women comprising of 56 federations

of unions of the American
Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) has
paved the way her commitment the women’s rights in
the labor movement.
Recently, a milestone
on women stellar performance on trade unionism
is the election of the first
woman president to the
AFL-CIO, Liz Shuler. A visionary leader and longtime trade unionist. The
first woman to hold office
in the history of the labor
federation. She hopes her
historic election inspires
other women in the trade
union movement.
She will be joined by
the most diverse team of
officers ever to lead the
federation, Teferi Gebre,
Executive Vice President,
the first African American
to hold the number two
position and Fredrick Redmond, Secretary-Treasurer
in running the affairs of
the federation. Congratulations to the new leadership
team of the AFL-CIO.
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Pork prices stay high
due to African Swine Fever

SOCIOECONOMIC
Planning Secretary Karl
Chua said that pork prices
remain “elevated” this year
even as the government
temporarily lowered tariff
rates on pork imports.
Chua said pork inflation
this year “has not been fully
addressed” due to production problems.
The increase in pork
prices, the main driver of
inflation this year due to the
spread of African swine fever, slowed to 38.4 percent
in July from 49 percent in
June. This allowed meat inflation to settle at 16 percent
in July.
“For 2021, my understanding is the still elevated
pork inflation has not been
fully addressed. Although we
are importing, and we have
brought down the inflation

of pork from 49 percent, for
instance, in June to 38.4
percent in July, our domes-

SEVERAL banks have
urged their clients to utilize
the financial institutions’
online platforms during the
National Heroes’ Day holiday on Monday as all their
branches nationwide will be
closed.
In an advisory issued on
Friday, Security Bank Corporation (Security Bank)
said their clients may call
the bank’s hotline number
at (02) 8887-91-88 for any

inquiries or visit Security
Bank’s Facebook account or
email at customercontact@
securitybank.com.ph or customercare@securitybank.
com.ph
BDO Unibank likewise
in its Facebook page, advised
its clients saying, “for your
convenience and added safety, we encourage you to use
our digital channels.
Bank of the Philippine Island (BPI), through its Face-

THE National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA) said the ability of
the Philippines to move up to
high-income country status
hinges on the long-term development of the agriculture
and manufacturing sectors.
In a recent speech at the
Department of Trade and
Industry – Board of Investments’ Manufacturing Summit, the importance of the
manufacturing sector in the
country.
Socioeconomic Planning
Secretary Karl Kendrick T.
Chua emphasized that “If

we are to grow and sustain
our upper middle-income
country status and eventually move up to high-income
country status in the next two
decades, we have to focus on
agriculture and manufacturing,” Chua said.
“A strong, productive agriculture sector will provide
a very good foundation for a
competitive manufacturing
sector,” he added.
Chua explained that
in countries that experience successful structural
transformation, agricultural workers are typically ab-

tic hog production is still not
fully catching up,” Chua said
during the House hearing on

the proposed 2022 national
budget on Thursday.
Marikina Rep. Stella Luz

A. Quimbo then asked Chua
why rice prices “quickly fell”
following the enactment of
the Rice Tariffication Law
and why pork prices remained elevated even after
President Duterte issued an
executive order (EO) lowering the tariff rates on pork
imports.
Chua said the shortage
of pork supply was caused
by a disease while the spike
in rice prices was due to a
temporary supply shortfall.
“My understanding is
that in rice, there was no
disease so the freer trade of
rice improved our supply.
My understanding is that at
the time there was a temporary supply shortage. In the
case of pork, there is a disease and that disease is still
with us,” he said. BUSINESS
MIRROR

Banks urge clients to use online platforms
book page, also said all the
branches of BPI, BPI Family
Savings Bank, and BanKo
around the country will also
be closed on Monday.
“You can continue using BPI online, BPI mobile
app, ATMs (automated teller
machines), and cash accept
machines (CAMs) for your
everyday banking needs,” it
added.
The Metropolitan Bank
and Trust Company (Metro-

bank) also urged clients to
use their alternative service
channels during the holiday
next week.
“You can still use the
Metrobank mobile app or
Metrobank online for your
banking needs. Always observe social distancing and
make sure you follow proper
protection when you withdraw and deposit money at
any Metrobank ATMs and
CAMs,” it said. PNA

importance on achieving
our 10-point socioeconomic
agenda. This will support the
growth of manufacturing,”
he further said.
“This also translates to
lower borrowing costs for
households and businesses.
By keeping interest rates low,
we are able to help finance a
lot of investments, including those of manufacturing,”
Chua said.
Meanwhile, the Ease of
Doing Business law simplified transactions by reducing the maximum processing
days of permits, licenses, or

other documents that businesses require from the government.
Chua also highlighted
the role of the amendments
to the Public Service Act, Retail Trade Liberalization Act,
and the Foreign Investments
Act in improving the country’s competitiveness and attracting more investments.
Infrastructure spending
is crucial in building and developing the country’s manufacturing sector, as it relies
heavily on the movement of
people and goods, he said.

Manufacturing key to raise Ph income status
sorbed by the manufacturing sector.
This paves the way for
a
capital-intensive
and
high-technology manufacturing sector, then eventually
a high-skilled services sector,
he said.
“What we need to do,
moving forward, is to make
sure that manufacturing,
aided by agriculture, actually
helps pave our growth path
towards our 2040 vision of
becoming a high-income
country,” Chua said.
“That is why this administration has put strong
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Diesel, kerosene prices
to go up next week

BASED on the initial calculation of the oil companies,
the price of diesel will go up
by P0.50 to P0.60 per liter;
and kerosene will climb by
P0.60 to P0.70 per liter.
For gasoline products,
depending on the swing of
market forces, the cost hike
may just be a marginal P0.05
to P0.10 per liter. There is a
possibility of oil firms opting
not to implement this meager
price adjustment.
The Philippine oil companies are expected to effect
the new prices at the pumps
on Tuesday (August 31). The
rate will be mainly anchored
on cost movements linked to
the Mean of Platts Singapore
(MOPS), a regional pricing
benchmark since most of the
industry players are now importers of finished petroleum
products.
The anticipated upward
adjustments in domestic
pump prices next week could
be due to hurried recovery of
global oil prices as there had
been abrupt rise from the pre-

vious week’s collapse.
Experts noted that international benchmark Brent
crude swung back to $72 per
barrel at end of last week’s
trading – and that’s a remark-

able turnaround from its precipitous slide to $64-$65 per
barrel in the second to third
week of August.
Market watchers have
previously attributed the

downtrend in international
oil prices to the resurgence of
Covid-19 infections because
of the Delta variant. However, last week’s price rally had
been attributed to the “bullish

demand outlook for China”
and supply disruptions in the
Gulf of Mexico.
It was emphasized that
because of a blaze in Mexico’s
Ku-Maloob-Zaap
offshore
platform, about 400,000 barrels per day of oil supply had
been suddenly taken out from
the market.
Industry experts thus noted that such recent geopolitical
incident and the subsequent
buoyant market development
in China, somehow subdued
concerns on the rising coronavirus infections and its impact
on world oil demand. Higher
demand for petroleum products is also anticipated with
the easing of mobility restrictions in the country.
Based on the monitoring of the Department of
Energy (DOE), the overall
adjustments in pump prices since the start of the year
still incurred a net increase of
P12.45 per liter for gasoline;
P9.35 per liter for diesel; and
P7.40 per liter for kerosene.
MANILA BULLETIN

DA approves fish import certificates at 60,000 MT
THE Department of Agriculture (DA) said Friday
that it has approved certificates of necessity to import
(CNI) for 60,000 metric tons
(MT) of fish.
This is to increase supply
during the latest lockdown
and to compensate the impact of the closed season in
major fishing grounds.
The DA said the approved imports cover species such as round scad (galunggong), mackerel, and
bonito, with the imports to
be sold in public wet markets in Metro Manila and

other areas with fish deficits.
“The CNI is valid from
Sept. 2 until December
2021, with the approved
quantity being slightly lower than the supply deficiency projected by the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) of 65,000
MT in the fourth quarter,”
the DA said.
Agriculture
Secretary
William D. Dar said: “Our
primordial concern is to enhance and sustain the development of our fisheries sector, and provide our fellow
citizens affordable fish on

the table,” Mr. Dar said.
Dar said the decision
was made on the recommen-

dation of the BFAR, in coordination with the Philippine
Fisheries Development Authority (PFDA), and in consultation with the National
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management Council (NFARMC) as well as the
fishing industry.
The DA said the National Economic Development
Authority (NEDA) recommended a cap on imports of
200,000 MT for the fourth
quarter of 2021 and first
quarter of 2022.
According to the DA,
closed season is in force in

the Davao Gulf (June 1 to
Aug. 31), Visayan Sea (Nov.
15 to Feb. 15), Sulu Sea (Dec.
1 to Feb. 28), and Northeast
Palawan (November to January) to allow the regeneration of small pelagic fish and
other species.
Dar also signed Administrative Order No. 22,
which lays out the guidelines
for the implementation of
the CNI.
Under the order, only
importers of good standing
and compliant with food
safety guidelines will be allowed to participate.

Some services allowed only for vaccinated peeps in MECQ areas
ESTABLISHMENTS
that offer personal care and
dine-in services in areas under modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ)
should be allowed to reopen
only for vaccinated customers, a Cabinet official said on
Saturday.

Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez said in a statement
that he is pushing for allowing only vaccinated people in
MECQ areas dine-in and personal care.
Lopez said his proposal
could convince more people
to get vaccinated and help

restore jobs.
The Department of Health
(DOH) said while Lopez’s proposal will be studied, other issues should be considered.
“Marami pa sa mga kababayan natin ang hindi bakunado—hindi sila bakunado
not because they don’t like to

be vaccinated but because
supplies are not there yet,”
Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a
briefing.
“For us to impose this
differentiation between the
vaccinated and unvaccinated
will be unfair for them,” she

added.
Sixteen areas, including
Metro Manila, will be under
MECQ on September 1 to 7.
Under MECQ, people must
stay at homes except when
they need to do essential activities such as buying necessities and going to work. CNN
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Cebu City to VECO: Adopt
a “no disconnection policy”
THE Cebu City Council has called on the Visayan Electric to adopt a “no
disconnection policy” and
instead offer flexible or staggered payment options to its
consumers in the midst of
the modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ)
in the city.
Cebu City Councilor Alvin Dizon delivered a privilege speech during the City
Council session on Aug. 25,
2021, saying a number of
consumers are having difficulty paying their monthly
power bills, especially those
whose livelihood has been

affected by the
pandemic.
Dizon noted
that when Cebu
City was placed
again under a
much
stricter
quarantine status on Aug. 1, a
number of businesses
closed
again, especially
those that are
not categorized
as
essential
businesses.
”The
pandemic
has
caused serious disruptions
in people’s business, employ-

ABOUT 1,000 people have
been vaccinated last August
28, 2021, in Barangay Tisa,
Cebu City and its neighboring
barangays: Toong, Buhisan,
Pamutan and Sapangdaku.
City Councilor Philiip Savior Zafra said the people were
excited to be vaccinated despite the heavy rains in early
morning of that day.
A tarpaulin was hanged
at the vaccination center with

words: Pangalagad, Serbisyo
Zegurado or PSZ which is also
the short initial of the councilor.
Tisa Barangay Captain
Ringo Pacaña also led the vaccination activity.
Zafra earlier requested
Mayor Edgar Labella and Vice
Mayor Michael Rama to be
allowed to conduct vaccination
at Barangay Tisa because it is
the center and accessible area
to other barangays.

ment and livelihood,” Dizon
said.
Acting City Secretary

Charise
Piramide was tasked
to furnish copies of the appeal
to the Visayan
Electric and the
Cebu Chamber
of
Commerce
and
Industry
(CCCI).
Visayan Electric reputation
enhancement
manager Queenie Bronce replied that the Visayan Electric announced on
Aug. 10 that it has suspended
all disconnection in its fran-

chise area subsequent to the
declaration of the MECQ.
When the MECQ was
extended until Aug. 31, the
suspension of the disconnection has also been extended,
as announced by the Visayan Electric on its Facebook
page and through the media,
Bronce said.
“It is vital for the government to help ensure continued energy access by working with the private sector to
enforce measure suspending
bill payments and not to disconnect households during
this public health crisis,” said
Dizon. CEBU CITY PIO

He said that on August 30,
2021, the vaccination activity
will include Barangays Punta
Princesa, Quiot and Labangon.
He added that almost all
vaccination centers established
in Cebu City have consumed
their vaccine allocation per day.
Zafra said that with the
people’s eagerness to be vaccinated to avoid the Covid-19
Delta Variant, and if the vaccine supply will be completely

available, he agrees with Vice
Mayor Michael Rama that
Cebu City can reach “herd immunity” by either November
or December 2021.
He urged the people to
register online before going
to the vaccination centers of
their choice because recording
the names of vaccinated people is very important.
“I urge the people to be
vigilant against Covid-19 and

observe the health protocol
because we, in the city government, are trying our best
to fast-track the inoculation
of everyone for protection
against the dangerous disease,” Zafra said.
Rama is roaming around
all vaccination centers to motivate the people to be vaccinated and for the medical
frontliners to serve the public
well. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

1k folks in 5 barangays vaccinated: Zafra

Labella asks PNP to probe bomb threat
CEBU City Mayor Edgar
Labella has requested the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) to investigate and
uncover the identity of the
sender of the bomb threat
and bring him to the bar of
justice.
Labella said that when the
Command Center received a
message that there was bomb
in the Cebu City Hall early last

August 27, they immediately
evacuated the employees
from both two buildings.
He said that the PNP
Bomb Squad, Bureau of
Fire Protection (BFP), Civil
Security Unit (CSU) and the
personnel of the City Disaster
Risk
Reduction
Office
conducted a thorough sweep
of the office.
“I am thankful that the

bomb threat turned out to
be a false alarm. I thank
Councilor Dave Tumulak,
Police Major Edgar Labe
and Ramil Ayuman and all
key personnel for calmly and
thoroughly responding to the
threat,” Labella said.
It was the first time in the
Labella administration that
a false alarm bomb threat
happened. PR

8th Covid-19 vaccination site opens at mall
THE Cebu City Government has opened its eighth
vaccination site at SM City
Cebu on Thursday, August
26, 2021.
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones, head of
Cebu City’s Health Department,
said the newly opened vaccination site at SM City Cebu can

serve 1,500 individuals per day.
The SM City Cebu vaccination site is an addition to
the seven existing vaccination
centers, generally situated in
establishments sponsored by
the private sector.
The seven other vaccination centers are the University

of Cebu campuses in Banilad
and at J. Alcantara Street; at
Robinsons Galleria, SM Seaside City, Ayala Center Cebu,
and at the mega vaccination
center at the New Normal Oasis for Adaptation and a Home
(Noah) complex at the South
Road Properties (SRP).

Of the seven sites, only
the mega vaccination center at
the Noah Complex is run and
funded by the City.
Ibones said the City plans
to open four other vaccination
centers which will be established in the city’s mountain
barangays.

As of Thursday, August
26, around 612,369 individuals from Cebu City have registered for vaccination.
Out of the 612,369 individuals, around 244,369 have
received their first dose while
158,247 have received the second dose. CCPIO
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24% in Cebu City
fully vaccinated: Rama

CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
that of the one million residents, there are already
about 24 percent who are
fully vaccinated.
Rama, the chairman of
the Committee on Health,
said that those who were
vaccinated on first dose are
now about 50 percent of the
Cebu City population.
He said that in their
master list, there are already
about 610,000.
“We are wishing that
by the middle of September
2021, the number would
reach over 700,000,” Rama
said.
In an interview with Cito
Beltran in Manila, he emphasized that likely, if there
are enough vaccine available, and with several medical frontliners, the Cebu

City Government can reach
“herd immunity” by December 2021.
“We have to achieve
1.4 million for the 700,000
fully-vaccinated people because there are two doses,
the first dose and the second
dose,” Rama said.
He said that they had
launched more vaccination
centers with Emergency
Rescue Unit Foundation
(ERUF) headed by King Lim
and the point person of the
Cebu City Government for
the program is Dr. Peter
Mancao.
They have several vaccination programs called ‘Bakuna sa Tugkaran’, ‘Bakuna
Duol sa Pamilya’, ‘Bakuna
Drive Thru’, and Mega-Vaccination Site which is called
NOAH, and in schools and
hotels. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

OCTA says Cebu City’s COVID situation improving
EXPERTS from OCTA
Research Group said that
the COVID situation in
Cebu City is improving.
Their projection that the
numbers of newly confirmed
cases in the city will soon
follow a downward trend by
the first week of September.
Dr. David Guido, in his
Twitter account on Sunday,
said they noted a decrease

in the reproduction number
and weekly growth rate of
COVID-19 cases in the city.
“The reproduction number has decreased to 1.02
and weekly growth rate at
-20 percent. This is in line
with our projections (and
contrary to what others
were saying) that Cebu City
has been improving,” said
Guido.

DR. DAVID GUIDO

Based on the graph Guido published, OCTA is see-

ing COVID cases in the city
will start to decline by the
first week of September.
Cebu City has been reverted to a stricter Modified Enhanced Community
Quarantine (MECQ) last
August 1 due to a surge of
new cases, which local experts believed is caused by
the more transmissible Delta variant.

As of August 27, the
city’s critical care utilization rate is at 70 percent, according to the Department
of Health (DOH) COVID-19
tracker. While slightly lower
compared to the 75percent
last week, it is still not considered within ‘safe levels.’
Hospital
occupancy
rates 60 percent and below
are ‘safe levels’ CDN

Garcia to fast-track Ayuda distribution, says vice mayor

CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
the ballgame to fast-track
the distribution of economic assistance called “Ayuda”
to all barangays is now in
the hands of Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia.
Rama said the Cebu City
Government and the City
Council has approved the
distribution of economic
assistance to all barangays
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
Rama said he already
told Association of Barangay Council (ABC) President
Franklin Ong to continuously connect the Cebu City
Government and all the barangay governments on this

matter.
“I hope that the executive department will fasttrack the processing of the
Ayuda. There is already the
guideline for the barangay
officials in the distribution.
This includes the ceiling. If
they will distribute goods,
it should be more than the
ceiling,” Rama said.
The Cebu City Government will unload the money
directly to the respective barangay governments and it’s
up to the barangay officials
on how to distribute it based
on their guidelines.
“Both the city government and the barangay
governments are subject to

audit by COA (Commission
on Audit). What is emphasized is transparency and
accountability.” Rama said.
Rama believed that the
distribution of Ayuda is fast-

er and orderly this time because barangay officials already have experienced it in
the past months.
“This Ayuda will be given immediately to the peo-

ple who are in need. But the
government officials concerned should be careful
knowing what happened to
Philhealth among others after being examined by COA,”
Rama said.
Rama said that the administration of Mayor Edgardo Labella has no other
intention but to highlight
for the greater good of the
greater majority.
“The voice of the people
is the voice of God. The general welfare of the people is
the supreme law. That’s why
we listen to the people, and
we are concerned of their
welfare,” Rama said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Multisectoral groups urge lifting
of temporary border closure
THE medical community
represented by the doctors
and health experts, the mayors of Bohol, the business
community, the Bohol Association of Hotel, Restaurant
and Resorts and the Provincial Tourism Council unanimously recommended for the
lifting of the temporary border closure to allow the entry
of non-authorized persons
outside residence (APOR)
such as returning residents
and visitors into Bohol.
In this regard, the Governor being the Local Chief
Executive of the Province
and Chairman of Bohol Inter
Agency Task Force (BIATF)
is set to release a new Executive Order before Aug. 31,
2021.
Aside from lifting the
temporary border closure,

the BIATF
Members
and
the
medical
community
propose the
following:
a)
to
retain
the
mandatory
5-day quarantine in a
designated
facility upon
arrival of all
incoming
residents,
APORs and visitors.
b) to make mandatory the re-swabbing of those
concerned after their 5th day
of quarantine.
c) to emphasize that only
those whose real time – polymerase chain reaction (RT-

(COVID)
u p o n
re-swabbing
on the 5th
day of their
quarantine.
However,
considering
the
heavy
influx
of
passengers
coming into
Bohol after
the
lifting
of the travel
ban, it cannot be ne-

PCR) tests yield negative results, are allowed to leave the
quarantine facility.
The move came after
the data showed that 1% of
the total APOR arrival from
Aug. 6 to Aug. 27 tested positive for Coronavirus disease

glected.
During the meeting, Gov.
Art Yap asked the Department of Health (DOH) to
make a report regarding the
critical care utilization rate of
the province.
Yap urged the mayors to

bring down their Home Isolation numbers as it appears
that 32% of the total active
cases are still isolated at
their respective houses. Yap
reiterated that the DOH discouraged the Home Isolation
policy as monitoring of the
patients is not complied with
accordingly.
The Governor reminded
the mayors to ramp up their
vaccination program. He
said that so far, Bohol was
able to breach the target of
additional 40 thousand Boholanos to be vaccinated for
the month.
Yap said that Bohol was
able to achieve its goals
during the border closure
---the vaccination rollout
targets were met and the
contact tracing efforts were
doubled. BOHOL TRIBUNE

Yap warns people of Delta variant’s arrival in Bohol
THE Department of Labor and Employment Region
7 (DOLE-7) gave 1.8 Million
Pesos in livelihood assistance to a group of farmers
and fishermen in Bohol.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton said
the 196 beneficiaries come
from five (5) workers’ associations in the town of Loon,
namely: Canigaan Farmers
& Fisherfolks Organization
(CAFFO); Pederasyon sa
mga Gagmay’ng Mananagat ug Mag-uuma sa Loon
(PEGAMMA); Cuasi Fishermen Association; Talisay

Fishermen’s
Association;
and Cansubayon Samahang
Nayon Multi-Purpose Cooperative.
The financial assistance is broken down as
follows: Canigaan Farmers & Fisherfolks Organization
(CAFFO),
Php314,051.00 for their
Bangus Production and
Marketing business; Pederasyon sa mga Gagmay’ng
Mananagatug
Mag-uuma sa Loon (PEGAMMA),
Php296,756.00 for their
Bahalina Production and
Marketing Enterprise proj-

ect; Cuasi Fishermen Association, Php401,280.00
for their All Season Fishing
livelihood;
Talisay
Fishermen’s
Association,
Php413,158.00 to finance
same project on All Season Fishing and; Cansubayon Samahang Nayon
Multi-Purpose Cooperative,
Php410,500.00 for their
Egg Production business.
DOLE Bohol Field Office OIC, Angeli T. Salgados said that the livelihood assistance released
to said associations totaled
Php1,835,745.00 and will

be used to purchase the raw
materials, jigs and equipment needed to start operating their respective livelihood projects.
All association-beneficiaries will be observing a
sharing scheme of 70-30. “It
means 70% of the income
earned from their business
goes to the members, while
30% of it goes to the association to help ensure its continuity and sustainability,”
she continued.
Siaton applauded all
beneficiaries and urged them
to help the government fight

poverty by taking care of
their livelihood projects. “If
these businesses are nurtured and kept sustainable,
business owners or beneficiaries themselves will also
become self-reliant and economically independent. I really hope that their respective undertakings will go a
long way,” she said.
The livelihood assistance
extended to said associations were derived from the
DOLE Integrated Livelihood
and Emergency Employment Program (DILEEP).
PR/ BEBIE H. BAQUERO

3 Bohol projects for validation for the Galing Pook awards
THE Provincial Government of Bohol (PGBh) entered three projects for validation in the Galing Pook
awards.
The Provincial Information and Media Relations
(PRIMER) office revealed
that a validation process was
conducted on Aug. 24, 2021
for the 3 Bohol projects for
the Galing Pook Awards,
namely: TaRSIER 117 of the
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office;
Giant Clams Stock Enhance-

ment of the Bohol Environmental Management Office
and the Culture and Arts for
Healing and Recovery project of the Bohol Arts and
Cultural Heritage Council
and Center for Culture and
Arts Development.
The report says that the
entry of the three projects
into the Galing Pook Awards
is a huge achievement for
the province considering
that from 206 projects nationwide considered for the
awards, only 52 projects are

shortlisted for validation,
which include the 3 projects
of the PGBh.
Pook Awards recognizes the innovative practices

of local government units
(LGU). The projects awarded provide innovative solutions to problems, reports
reveal.

Meanwhile, Gov. Arthur
Yap met the new provincial
director of the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) as
the latter paid him a courtesy visit at the Capitol on
Aug. 23, 2021.
The
governor
was
briefed by new TESDA provincial director Winefredo
Salas on the projects and
plans of TESDA such as establishment of training and
assessment centers here in
Bohol. PRIMER
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The Middle East
is running out of water
THE ferries that once
shuttled tourists to and from
the little islets in Iran’s Lake
Urmia sit rusty, unable to
move, on what is rapidly becoming a salt plain. Just two
decades ago, Urmia was the
Middle East’s biggest lake,
its local economy a thriving
tourist center of hotels and
restaurants.
Lake Urmia’s demise has
been fast. It has more than
halved in size -- from 5,400
square kilometers (2,085
square miles) in the 1990s to
just 2,500 square kilometers
(965 square miles) today -according to the Department
of Environmental Protection
of West Azerbaijan, one of
the Iranian provinces where
the lake is located. There are
now concerns it will disappear entirely.
Some Middle Eastern
countries, including Iran,
Iraq and Jordan, are pumping huge amounts of water

from the ground for irrigation as they seek to improve
their food self-sufficiency,
Charles Iceland, the global director of water at the
World Resources Institute
(WRI), told CNN. That’s

happening as they experience a decrease in rainfall.
“They’re using more
water than is available routinely through rain. And so
groundwater levels are consequently falling because

you’re taking water out faster than it’s being replenished
by the rainfall,” he said.
That’s what’s happening
in Iran, where a vast network of dams sustains an agricultural sector that drinks

up about 90% of the water
the country uses.
“Both declining rainfall
and increasing demand in
these countries are causing many rivers, lakes, and
wetlands to dry up,” Iceland
said.
The consequences of
water becoming even scarcer are dire: Areas could become uninhabitable; tensions over how to share and
manage water resources like
rivers and lakes could worsen; more political violence
could erupt.
The Middle East’s winters are projected to get
drier the more the world
warms, and while the summers will be wetter, the
heat is expected to offset
its water gains, according
to scientists’ latest projections published earlier this
month by the UN Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
Change report. CNN

Apple’s Tim Cook gets $750m payout
APPLE chief executive
Tim Cook has received more
than five million shares in
the technology giant, as he
marks ten years in the job.
A company filing with
the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
watchdog shows that he sold
most of the shares for more
than $750m (£550m).

It is part of a deal he
struck when he took over
from co-founder Steve Jobs.
The award depended on
how well Apple’s shares performed compared to other
firms on the S&P 500 stock
index.
According to Apple’s filing with the SEC, Cook was
eligible for the award as the

company’s shares had risen
by 191.83% over the last three
years.
It also noted that Apple’s
share price has increased
1,200% since he became chief
executive on 24 August 2011.
The company behind the
iPhone, iPad and MacBook
now has a market valuation
of almost $2.5tn.

Last year, Cook agreed to
a new pay package that runs
to the end of 2026.
A SEC filing also showed
that earlier this week Cook donated almost $10m worth of
Apple shares to charity, without naming the recipient.
In 2015, Cook said he
would give away his entire
fortune before he dies, and is

known to have donated tens of
millions of dollars to charity.
He follows other mega-rich
US business people who have
said they would give away all
or a significant portion of their
fortunes in their lifetimes.
He currently has a net
worth of around $1.5bn, according to the Bloomberg Billionaire’s Index. BBC

Afghanistan banks in mayhem after Taliban takeover
AFGHANISTAN’S banks
are facing an uncertain future, say its bankers, with
doubts over everything from
liquidity to employment of
female staff after the Taliban
swept to power.
“The banks continue to
be closed — with no clear
signs of reopening, they have
run out of money,” said Gazal
Gailani, trade and economic
adviser at the Afghan embassy in London.
“Afghanistan’s banking
system is now in a state of
collapse, and people are running out of money.”

The outlook for lenders
looks wobbly, with worries
about the Taliban’s grasp of
finance and its ability to restart an economy shattered
by 40 years of war.
With no significant exports apart from illegal narcotics bringing in cash, one
immediate obstacle is liquidity in a country that is heavily dollarized and relies on
regular physical dollar-shipments that have been halted,
according to former central
bank chief Ajmal Ahmady.
The Afghanistan Banks
Association
(ABA)
had

reached out to the central
bank to coordinate steps on
a return to normality, said
Syed Moosa Kaleem Al-Falahi, chief executive and president of Islamic Bank of
Afghanistan (IBA), one of
Afghanistan’s three largest
banks.
Commercial banks had
collectively decided to suspend services until the central bank confirmed liquidity
and security arrangements,
he said.
“It would be rather difficult to control the rush if
banks reopen immediately,”

he added.
Liquidity had already
been an issue in the run-up
to the bank closures as people
scrambled to withdraw cash.
Da Afghanistan Bank
(DAB), the central bank, provided financial support to
banks during last week’s cash
squeeze.
But its ability to continue to do so appears uncertain, with DAB’s roughly $9
billion in foreign reserves
looking largely out of Taliban
reach.
“Banks will face major
liquidity challenges as cen-

tral bank officials have not
had access to reserves yet,” a
banker said.
“They will face foreign
currency liquidity issues
which will cause huge fluctuations in the exchange rates.”
Bankers in Afghanistan
are also waiting for clarity
from foreign-based correspondent banks, which provide services such as currency exchange and money
transfers, on whether ties
will continue after the Taliban takeover. Any new sanctions could see many links
cut. REUTERS

