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GORDON TO RUN
FOR PRESIDENT

Decision depends on his wife, says head of Senate’s Blue Ribbon Committee
SERVANT leader Senator Richard “Dick” Gordon
said he will run for president
in the May 9, 2022, election
once his wife, former Rep.
Kate Gordon, will allow him.
In an interview with Yagyagan program over DYRC
Aksyon Radyo Cebu hosted by Broadcaster Elias O.
Baquero, Gordon said he is
not afraid of any political
opponents because his integrity, reliability and honesty
in public service has already
been established.
Gordon, chairman of the
Senate Blue Ribbon Committee, said he is not worried to
be late in declaring his desire
to run for the highest elective
position in the land. Several
politicians have already announced that they will run
for president, but they failed
to tell the public what they
want to do.
Gordon said that when
he was the Department of
Tourism (DOT) secretary, he
installed the statue of Cebu
hero Lapu-Lapu in Luneta,
Manila City that made the
Cebuanos proud of.
He added that he agreed
with Law Professor Josephus
Birondo Jimenez in saying
that the next president must
be a person with brilliance,
experience, integrity, leader-

ship, courage and one who is
not afraid of any influential
person who asks favors to
the detriment of the interest
of the Filipino people, and finally should be compassionate.
“I think I possessed all
these qualities. We are practicing compassion and courage at Philippine Red Cross
of which I chaired,” Gordon
said.
The senator said that
as PRC chair and as a public servant, he visited areas
where disasters happened.
He went to Mt. Pinatubo
while it was still erupting. He
went to areas where people
suffered from floods, fires,
typhoons, earthquakes, and
landslides. He went to wartorn Mindanao areas, and
even rescued hostages after
he was able to negotiate
with the Abu Sayaff.
“Gordon’s
brilliance,
pro-people
stand,
and
back-toback service to the
people
whether
in public and
private
capac-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
ity cannot be discounted by
Filipino citizens who wish
for a better Philippines,”
Jimenez said in his reaction
to the interview.
Gordon said his political
party is Bagumbayan which
means a new society for the
greater good of the greater
majority.
He said he has all the
advantages among the presidential wannabes because
of his long experience and

understanding in serving the
people with dedication in his
public and private capacity.
Gordon added that if the
two million Philippine Red
Cross (PNR) staff and volunteers nationwide will campaign and support him in
his quest for the presidency,
millions of votes are already
in the bag including their relatives and friends which may
translate to not less than 10
million votes.
He said that the Commission on Election (Comelec)
announced that of the more
than 65 million registered
voters, about 45 million are
young Filipinos aged 18 to 40
years old.
“These young Filipinos
should find the next president with qualities mentioned by Jimenez especially that they are mostly the
ones who will pay the
11.7 trillion foreign and domestic debt under
the present administration. A
president can
lead the country in all aspects, including providing
solutions
to
health
pandemic,

bringing back the economy
to the pre-Covid time, establishing good foreign affairs,
strong military and police,
among others,” Gordon said.
“He is the best Trojan
Horse for president amid
health pandemic and shrinking economy,” said one of
DYRC’s listeners.
On the other hand, Gordon said opposition parties
have never been united ever
since. It was easy to unite before because there were only
two parties. But, since we
have a presidential form of
government, there are several political parties.
He said the best government is parliamentary system where congressmen or
people’s representatives will
vote for president. If a party
is the majority, it will have
the presidency.
A presidential system
must have only two-party
system.
“If I win as president, I
will immediately amend the
Constitution, and I will lay
down my platform in the
Constitution so the people
will know what provisions
will be changed. I will not
be a hypocrite and we must
change the Constitution for
the best interest of the country,” Gordon said.
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Villanueva: P15.1 B cost
of DepEd modules
THE “sariling sikap”
production of learning modules by public schools will
cost at least P15.1 billion
next year, one of the biggest
items in the Department of
Education’s (DepEd’s) proposed P629.8 billion obligation budget for 2022, Senator Joel Villanueva said.
In a press release sent to
Cebu Business Week, Villanueva, vice chair of the Senate
basic education committee
said “To compare, the budget for new classrooms is
about P2.92 billion. For new
chairs and desks about P1.1
billion.”
What we will be spending for limited- or single-use
modules which are printed
by schools and picked up by
parents or home-delivered
to students “is far bigger
than the budget for textbooks,” the senator pointed
out.
Even the construction
budget DepEd is asking for
next year which is P7.9 billion, is half of the proposed
outlay for what has become

known as self-learning modules (SLM).
But Villanueva said actual spending for modules
will exceed the P15.1-billion
earmarked in the budget “as
each school can augment
this from their maintenance
and other operating expens-

es fund.”
Villanueva described the
P15.1 billion as “the price
we have to pay for failing to
rein in the pandemic, which,
in turn, has prevented the
resumption of face-to-face
classes.
“It is also the penalty we

are paying for our poor digital infrastructure which has
made remote learning an ordeal for teachers, learners,
and parents,” he said.
“But all of this pales in
comparison to the damage
done to millions of learners in terms of knowledge

forfeited, which education
experts describe as the socalled ‘COVID slide,’ a national tragedy so great that
it is impossible to quantify,”
he said.
He urged DepEd to comply with the single, most-important conditionality attached to the P15.1-billion
SLM fund: the prevention of
errors.
Under the special provisions of the DepEd budget,
the agency’s “Error Watch
Initiative” shall proactively
review learning modules and
rectify, withdraw or replace
those which contain errors.
Last school year, complaints
of DepEd modules grabbed
the headlines for several
reasons, including political
correctness, factual errors,
and even spelling and grammatical lapses.
By supplying printed
materials to 22.75 million
public school students last
school year, DepEd had become the country’s “de facto
biggest publishing house,”
he said. PR

SEC warns public vs “Xian Coin” of scammer Xian Gaza
THE Securities and Exchange Commission has
warned the public in engaging with digital currency
Xian Coin or XNC operated
by the infamous ‘coffee date’
scammer Xian Gaza or Christian Albert Gaza.
The advisory issued on
June 7 by the SEC Enforcement and Investor Protection
Department (EPD) strongly
warned the public that Xian
Coin or XNC clearly indicates
it is a Ponzi Scheme.
The EPD investigation
found that Xian Coin convinces would-be investors

they will enjoy “a high range
of price stability and appreciation of value” because “it
is taking advantage of a single, centralized supply chain”
and is “independently controlled by virtual crypto currency bank of Xian Gaza with
a limited global supply of 75
million XNCs.”
“ XNC has no SEC registration, and it does not have
the required license from
SEC to solicit investments,”
SEC Cebu Extension Office
Securities Counsel I Atty. Giness Marie Teves said.
The EPD found that XNC

is not a registered Virtual Asset Service Provider (VASP)
with the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas based on Circular
Number No. 1108, series of
2021 or the Guidelines for
Virtual Asset Service Providers.
Based on its website
https://xianco.in/ Xian Coin
is a centralized digital currency powered by the Etherium Blockchain that is exclusively traded by its coin
holders. It says,
“It is owned and issued
by a virtual cryptocurrency
bank where you can exchange

your coins to Xian Coin, Colombian Peso, Mexican Peso,
Brazilian Real, Peruvial Sol
and Philippine Peso.”
The SEC EPD said, the
investment of money in Xian
Coins pooled by Xian Gaza,
motivated by expectation of
profits generated from their
supposed price appreciation
from the promotional efforts
of Xian Gaza, constitute an
investment contract.
Further, the SEC reminded the public of Gaza’s
unsavory reputation, who
himself proclaimed he is the
“Pambansang Scammer” and

boasted that money from
Xian Coins will bankroll his
illegal activities.
Gaza, whose name went
viral in 2017 when he asked
Filipina actress Erich Gonzales on a date using a billboard, was already a subject
of a previous SEC Advisory
for his Cristiano Alberto Real
Estate Fund (CARE Fund).
He became news fodder
anew in 2018 when he announced on Facebook that he
was going to jail for violating
the Bouncing Check Law.
Gaza is active on Facebook and is living abroad. PR

Philippine Red Cross Bakuna Bus vaccinates BJMP Talisay
THE Philippine Red Cross
(PRC) rolls out its Bakuna Bus
to the Bureau of Jail Management And Penology (BJMP) of
Talisay, Cebu to inoculate 820
inmates last August 28,2021.
PRC Cebu through the directive of Sen. Dick Gordon,

mobilized two doctors, 15
nurses, and 25 medical allied
to conduct the vaccination of
the inmates.
“Kahit ang mga nasa kulungan ay nararapat at kailangan mabigyan ng proper health
care through vaccination. Alam

naman natin na sa piitan ay dikit dikit ang mga tao kaya dapat
agad na mabakunahan upang
maiwasan ang malalang sakit,”
according to PRC Chairman
and CEO Sen. Dick Gordon.
The PRC Cebu Chapter
has already administered to

over 3,325 doses of vaccines.
“No one should be left behind,”
Chairman Gordon strongly reiterated as he mentions that
our war against COVID-19 is a
collective effort.
The Philippine Red Cross
Bakuna Bus programs is first

in the country to accommodate detainees and persons
deprived of liberties under the
care of the BJMP. Before the
Cebu BJMP jabbing operations, PRC has already jabbed
more than 500 BJMP detainees in Navotas. PR
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NGCP to carry out
Bantayan submarine cable
THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) said the
National Grid Corporation of
the Philippines (NGCP) is the
implementer of the submarine
cable that will connect Bantayan Island to the Cebu-Negros-Panay (CNP) Power Grid.
ERC Visayas Director
Atty. Joel Bontuyan said
NGCP officials told them that
the project which was initiated
by the late Rep. Benhur Salimbangon has been delayed because of Covid-19 pandemic.
On record, the power generation in Bantayan Island
is very costly, but the people
there, including government
offices and the business sector are being subsidized by all
power consumers in the country through their respective
power bills.
This is the reason why
Salimbangon, during his life-

time, tried to negotiate with
the government to install a
submarine cable to connect
electricity to the CNP grid.
If this will be realized, all
the power consumers in the
country will not anymore sub-

sidize the Bantayan Island
people.
However, before Salimbangon died last December 24,
2020, he told DYRC radio that
he was dismayed over NGCP’s
delay in the implementation

of this important project for
no apparent reason.
Other than that, last August 16, 2021, Cebu Gov.
Gwendolyn Garcia called an
online meeting with officials of
ERC, all three mayors of Ban-

tayan Island, Bantayan Electric
Cooperative (Banelco), Island
Network Electrification Corporation (INEC), the incoming
Banelco supplier, and VIPCor,
the outgoing supplier. Coincidentally, the owner of INEC is
reportedly a Garcia.
Bontuyan said the interim
power supply agreement between INEC and Banelco had
expired last August 10, giving
problem on how to draw power and collect fees.
ERC chair/CEO Agnes
Devanadera urged Banelco
and INEC to start the test and
commissioning, and the ERC
will wait and fast tract what
ERC can contribute. Banelco
and INEC were given instruction to immediately conduct
testing and commissioning on
new power plant to prevent
power interruption. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Hontiveros promotes mobile clinic
SENATOR Risa Hontiveros is promoting the Healthy
‘Pinas Mobile Clinic nationwide to bring its services nearer to the people especially at
this time of Covid-19 pandemic.
Hontiveros has also given P40 million for the City of
Bogo, Cebu to improve the
hospital facilities, and P40
millIon to San Remegio, Cebu
for the construction of a gym.
Hontiveros is supported
by Cebu 7th District Congressman Peter Calderon and 7th

District Board Member Jerome Librando.
Librando said that if the
7th District people are afraid
of going to Cebu City and other places for laboratory and
consultation, the Healthy ‘Pinas Mobile will be the one to
go to their areas.
Librando said the free services offered with limited slots
only are ultrasound; X-ray;
ElectroCardioGram (ECG);
Laboratories like blood extraction, blood sugar count,
cholesterol count, CBC, Try-

glycerides, Uric acid; and
medical consultation.
Librando said that because of the health pandemic, the people are afraid to go
to other places for laboratory
and consultation.
The people of Cebu’s 7th
District are grateful to Healthy
‘Pinas Mobile Clinic founded
by Hontiveros and supported
by Calderon and Librando for
giving free services.
Librando said that during
schedules in several places,
the registration starts at 6:30

am.

THE Social Security System (SSS) has announced that
it will give P20,000 cash aid
to their contributing members who lost their jobs because of the health pandemic.
The financial assistance
is through SSS Cash Benefit.
The cash aid will be based on
the monthly credit of members. For example, if a member contributes to a P20,000
monthly salary credit, he will
receive the same amount.
SSS Cebu Public Informa-

tion Officer Maria Cleotilda
“Cloti” Cabañero said that the
financial assistance to those
who lost their jobs not of their
own making was based on the
law that was passed in 2018.
Under this law, Cloti said
the contributing members
must inform the Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) that they were terminated from their job not of
their own making. DOLE will
issue certification of involuntary termination from their

work, and the affected employees shall bring it to SSS
for payment of benefits.
Of course, Cabañero said,
those who were terminated
because of the health pandemic will receive such SSS
cash benefit. The beneficiaries shall submit the savings
bank account where the SSS
will deposit the financial assistance.
Fernando Nicolas, SSS
public affairs and special
events division head, said

that the social security system has allocated about P1.2
billion cash aid via SSS Cash
Benefit for those workers in
the private sector who lost
their jobs.
On the other hand, the
Department
of
Finance
(DOF) has announced that
the financial assistance is
ready to be released.
In the labor survey of the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), the unemployment
rate because of lockdowns

The schedules are: September 2021 in Barangay Poblacion, Ginatilan, Cebu; September 4 in Barangay Poblacion, Alcantara; September 6
in Alegria, Cebu; September 7
in Ronda, Cebu; and September 8 in Dumanhug, Cebu.
Calderon and Librando
urged the people who want to
avail of the free medical clinic
to register early to avoid the
influx of residents.
They said the people who
want to avail of the medical

services can enlist their names
at the respective mayor’s office
of their coordinators.
Librando said that those
who will go on fasting can go
to the designated areas at 6:30
am so they can immediately
eat their breakfast after the
test.
Librando added that they
are strictly implementing the
health protocols so everyone
must wear face mask, face
shield and a one-meter
social distancing. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

P20K aid for SSS members who lost jobs

as a result of the Covid-19 is
steadily going up. From April
2019 to April 2020 alone,
about eight million workers
lost their jobs, most of them
due to the health pandemic.
The contributing members can get financial assistance from the SSS if they lost
their jobs due to Covid-19, redundancy, installation of labor-saving devices, retrenchment, closure or cessation of
operation, disease, and illness. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Council, Megawide
spooked
The Carbon Alliance
case against the Joint
Venture
Agreement
(JVA) between the Cebu
City government and the
Megawide Construction
Corporation supposedly
to develop the city’s Carbon Market has apparently spooked majority
of the Council members
and Megawide officials.
Weekly Notes
Ten majority coun- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
cilors hurriedly passed a
memorandum of agreement with Megawide supposedly to
“cure” infirmities of the earlier approved JVA. To recall,
the same 10 councilors hastily approved the JVA on January 6, 2021, despite their admission of failure to thoroughly read the whole document.
“We attended the Council session to voice our position
on proposed amendments to the Market Code,” said Carbon Alliance leader Anne Marie Sipalay-Ariosa. However,
the introduction of the MOA by Vice Mayor Mike Rama
surprised her and fellow alliance leaders.
The Carbon Alliance welcomed the majority decision.
“However, we stand firm that the JVA should be scrapped,”
a press statement said. The Council minority voted to rescind the JVA.
The amendments practically acknowledged most concerns the Carbon Alliance raised about the JVA. It sought
to “cure” what the councilors think are wrong with the
JVA. In a sense, this opens the possibility of a more inclusive and open dialog on the development of the Carbon
market, said Anne Marie.
But Carbon Alliance lawyers pointed out shortcomings
in the Council proposed changes like the lack of a genuine
bidding. Cebu’s media icon Atty. Cheking Seares, in a column, zeroed on Cebu City Hall’s ownership of the whole
lot covered by the JVA. The proposed changes also needed
the approval of Megawide officials.
The way I looked at it however, the wide support the Carbon Alliance got for its anti-JVA case alarmed the Council
majority with a month to the filing of their candidacies as well
as Megawide. Thousands of Carbon vendors joined an emotional candle-lighting ceremony a day after their lawyer Rex
JMA Fernandez was ambushed and killed in a city suburb.
The alliance, moreover, appealed to the rest of Cebu City residents as the Carbon Market is their source of cheap goods.
During a media lunch, Megawide officials talked about
discrediting members of the Carbon Alliance. This was
followed by pro-administration trolls denouncing Leftists
and the BOPK being behind the Carbon Alliance. A pathetic PR maneuver, I believe.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc., is a member of
the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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A decision of Cebu
The decision of majority of the Cebu City Council
to go with the vision of the
Megawide Construction Corporation for the so-called redevelopment of the Carbon
Market has met serious opposition.
The Carbon Alliance has
not just filed a case to legally
stop the joint venture project
of Megawide. It has given us
an alternative idea of a Carbon Market.
The joint venture between the Cebu City government and Megawide presents
a market fit for a world class
audience. While defenders
insist the market will continue to be cheap, proposals
presented for changes in the
market code give us an idea
of the increases in rentals.
The rates would effectively erase a big chunk of

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

the vendors now plying in
the market. Expect that in a
few years, the remaining vendors and local brands would
be replaced by “world class”
brands. The Carbon stalls, like
the malls sprouting in Metro
Cebu, would soon be superseded with the big brands in
Manila and other countries.
How could our local
vendors of ukay-ukay or the
homegrown clothing industry compete with H&M? Can
small bakeries or even Julies
compete with Breadtalk?
Cebuanos who can afford
along with the tourists can
always go to SM or Ayala or
Robinson’s for these non-Cebuano brands. But where will
we look for the stalls selling
cheap goods in Cebu City
that used to be sold in Carbon?
Aside from our huge in-

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

formal population in urban
areas, small entrepreneurs
behind our carenderias, barbecue stands, flower stalls,
and others rely on buying
cheap from their suppliers
in Carbon. But where shall
they go when Megawide fully
takes over?
If the Carbon Alliance
succeeds in stopping the
joint venture project legally,
it opens the gate for other
alternative proposals for the
development of the Carbon
Market.
Cebuanos like a cleaner Carbon Market. But is
the Megawide project, with
all its flaws that majority of
Councilors want to cure, the
only one that can clean the
market? Can’t a consortium
of cooperatives, for instance,
clean and develop Carbon
more cheaply?
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Space Industry develops rapidly

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The space industry is
taking off after decades of
stagnation. Driven largely by
the rapidly developing space
programs of Elon Musk’s
SpaceX and China, the world
saw 114 orbital launches in
2018 — the first triple-digit showing since 1990. This
year, orbital launches are on
track to exceed 130 for the
first time since the 1970s.
And that count doesn’t include recent suborbital tourism excursions from Jeff
Bezos’ Blue Origin and Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic. Between NASA planning
its lunar return, SpaceX constructing a massive megaconstellation of internet
satellites, China crewing a
space station and suborbital
companies sending crews of
tourists to the edge of space,
launches may soon become
a daily occurrence. But will
the new space boom come
at a price to the planet? Researchers are scrambling
to figure out how the Earth
might react to more billowing plumes of rocket exhaust

by studying the overall blend
of carbon dioxide, soot, alumina and other particles
collectively spewed by a proliferating variety of rockets.
So far, the fledgling space
industry does not seriously
threaten the environment
and likely has room to grow.
Whether that will change as
the new space race accelerates, however, is anyone’s
guess. As the world grapples
with transitioning away from
fossil fuels, the rise of a new
industry — especially one involving giant clouds gushing
forth from mighty engines
— might seem troubling.
Most rockets do emit more
planet-warming carbon than
many planes. (CNBC)
oOo
Electric vehicle maker
Rivian said it has confidentially filed paperwork with
regulators for an initial public
offering, setting the stage for
a blockbuster year-end market debut as it looks to tap
into a red-hot IPO market in
the US. Rivian, which counts
Amazon.com, Soros Fund

Management and BlackRock
among its major investors,
will seek a valuation of around
US$70-80 billion at the time
of its initial public offering,
two sources familiar with the
matter told Reuters on Friday. At that valuation, Rivian
would have a bigger market
capitalization than General
Motors Co, the largest U.S.
automaker. But it would still
be dwarfed by Tesla, which
boasts of a market cap of
nearly US$700 billion and is
currently planning to build a
pickup truck that would compete with Rivian’s own version. Rivian’s stock market
flotation is expected to lead
the year-end line-up for US
IPOs, which have so far raised
a record haul of over US$225
billion this year, according to
data from Dealogic. (CNA)
oOo
The US Commerce Department has denied any
loosening of its trade restrictions on Huawei Technologies – but did not refute reports that the Chinese tech
giant has won approval to

procure American semiconductors for its automotive
parts business. The policy
has not been eased or amended, a department spokesperson said on Friday. The
department was responding
to the outcry that followed
the recent news that it had
approved an exemption to
Huawei, which has been on
the department’s entity list
and prohibited from doing
business with American suppliers, to buy auto chips. The
department said that Huawei remained on the entity
list and continued to be subject to Commerce’s licensing
policy. Shortly after the news
broke on Wednesday about
the approval, Mike Pompeo,
the former secretary of state
during the Trump administration, tweeted that “I
worked to secure America
from the Chinese Communist Party threat, esp. Huawei’s predatory espionage.
(South China Morning
Post)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Tempted to run for councilor

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

I am tempted to run for
Cebu City Councilor in the
South District come May 9,
2022, election because I want
to contribute something to
reduce the worsening social
imbalance amid Covid-19
pandemic.
I don’t want to discuss
about how the incumbent
Cebu City Council appropriated money for alleged projects
of the executive department,
until the P18 billion proceeds
of the South Road Properties
(SPR) is almost gone.
I don’t know if the same
Cebu City Council who approved all the budgets of the
executive department can
demand a full accounting
of those public funds before
proceeding to tackle the 2022
annual budget.
I know that I am not cut
out for politics, and I have
no name in the political field.
I can only give my one cent
worth of tips to the city councilors.
First tip. Water is the
leading problem not only in
Cebu City but Metro Cebu.
I know that if Metropolitan

Cebu Water District (MCWD)
will construct water dams in
Mananga and other areas,
the water utility firm needs
at least P20 billion. If MCWD
will borrow money to implement such projects, the water
rate will go up because of a
huge debt.
So, my solution if I were
a councilor is to pass a resolution requesting the National Government through Congress to allocate P20 billion
for MCWD to be incorporated in the General Appropriations Act (GAA). In that manner, MCWD can construct
water dams without debt. In
that way, the water rate will
even reduce to the benefit of
all water consumers. If we
have low water rate, the income of the people, including that of a minimum wage
earner will increase and the
more we can uplift their living condition.
Remember, water is a
right because we all drink
water. It is not like a driver’s
license which is a privilege
that the Land Transportation
Office can revoke if there is

a violation. Water is life because we all drink it in order
to survive.
My second tip. The government must now give salaries to all barangay officials, not a mere honorarium
which will not compensate
their works. Aside from honorarium only, barangay officials are not even members
of the Government Service
Insurance System (GSIS).
So, both elected and appointed barangay officials cannot
avail of any benefit from
GSIS.
Barangay officials are in
the forefront of public service. Many are even rendering service 24 hours a day.
Yet, they are the least paid
public servants. While we’ve
heard that officials of several government agencies and
government-owned and controlled corporations are receiving millions of pesos in
salary monthly, the honorarium of barangay officials is not
enough for decent food for
the family.
By the way, what’s this
I’ve heard that a council-

or has filed a resolution increasing the burial assistance
for indigent families from
P10,000 to P15,000? If that
is true, then the public must
know that FONUS Cebu Federation of Cooperatives has
submitted to the Cebu City
Government a proposal that
it will provide complete funeral service to indigent families at P10,000.
That proposal was approved by Mayor Edgar Labella last year and instructed
his staff, Atty. Maru Salvatierra to process the memorandum of agreement between
him and FONUS Chairperson Ellen Limocon, the
CEO of multi-billion Lamac
Multi-Purpose Cooperative.
But until now, Atty. Maru did
not even send a courtesy letter to Limocon about it.
Now, may I ask Atty.
Maru what happened to the
FONUS proposal amid this
move of a city councilor to
increase the burial assistance
to indigent families from
P10,000 to P15,000? She
owes an answer, not to me,
but to the people.
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Legal profession as a precarious calling

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Lawyers, prosecutors and
judges have been recently
murdered and assaulted making the legal profession a very
precarious calling.
Nationwide the statistics
of lawyer, judges and prosecutors assaulted have risen to
up. The Integrated Bar of the
Philippines has accounted 64
lawyers murdered under the
present administration.
Charges has been filed
since 2004 in which lawyers
were victims, underscoring
the lack of accountability for
serious crimes in the Philippines. One of two nongovernmental groups that track killings of lawyers the Free Legal
Assistance Group (FLAG),
said more than half were
work-related. The National
Union of People’s Lawyers
(NUPL), which also monitors
attacks, said most of those
killed represented either victims of the “war on drugs”
or victims of human rights
violations. The NUPL said,

“almost all perpetrators have
never been brought to the bar
of justice.”
On 23 March, the Supreme Court of the Philippines issued a statement
against these attacks and described them as an “assault on
the judiciary”.
The Supreme Court also
pledged to take action, including issuing a call to lower
courts and law enforcement
officials for information on incidents of threats and killings
over the past 10 years. On 24
March, the Senate adopted a
resolution also condemning
the brazen attacks against
judges and lawyers.
Recently, a masked gunman stealthily approached
and shot lawyer Rex Fernandez with a .45 caliber pistol as
Fernandez’s vehicle slowed
down at a busy junction along
Salvador Street, Sitio Banawa, Barangay Guadalupe, at
around 4:10 pm. After the
shooting, the killer fled on

board a motorcycle driven by
a co-conspirator.
Fernandez, 64, died on
the spot from multiple gunshot wounds.
The unabated killing
of judges, prosecutors, and
lawyers has prompted the
Supreme Court to act. In a
statement dated 27 August
2021, the highest court condoled with Fernandez’s family and friends. Expressing
concern over Fernandez’s
ambush-slay, the court remarked through Associate
Justice Marvic Leoned “The
killing of any lawyer is of serious concern to all of us.” He
further said that, “Violence,
solves nothing. It is anathema
to the rule of law.”
The court, Leonen said,
continues “to sift through
and analyze the voluminous
records and reports submitted to us upon our call to discern whether there are patterns in the killing of lawyers
and threats to judges so that

we can evaluate a strategic
response”.
I am reminded that the
IBP launched the Lawyers
Security and Justice Fund.
Whatever happens to that
program in the wake of the
recent event needs to be refined to ensure effectiveness.
Domingo Egon Q. Cayosa, the
then IBP national president
and Board of Governors chairman, announced that IBP was
establishing a P25-million
Lawyers Security and Justice
Fund. The fund will be used,
Cayosa said, “to reward and
support crucial witnesses in
the successful prosecution of
the murderers of lawyers.”
In order “to more effectively protect lawyers,” Cayosa
added that the IBP signed on
2 March 2020 the Philippine
National Police-IBP Memorandum of Understanding on
Lawyers Security. Hope this
program sees light. Write us
at carillogerry@yahoo.
com.ph

Responsive workplace gender-based equality

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Employers in the country have agreed to promote
gender equality in the workplace as a commitment to
the program of the International Labor Organization
(ILO) Country Office for the
Philippines which is gender-responsive
pandemic
recovery plan.
		Indeed, employers
play a crucial role to shape
a future of work based on
dignity and respect for all,
free from violence and harassment”, stated the ILO
report.
		 On this, the Employers Confederation of the
Philippines (ECOP) and the
Philippine Women’s Economic Network (PhilWEN)
have signed a memorandum
of agreement (MOA) to create a Diversity and Inclusion Committee to promote
gender equality in the workplace.
Accordingly with a clear
commitment to a world of
work free from violence and
harassment, trade unionists
all over the world has been
calling world leaders for ratification of ILO Convention
190 adopted during the In-

ternational Labor Organization (ILO) 108th Centenary
Session, June 2019.
The ILO Convention
190 considered a landmark
labor instrument got an
overwhelming support from
countries worldwide including our country as a signatory to Convention190. The
Duterte administration have
yet to ratify the ILO Violence
and Harassment Convention.
Consequently,
trade
unionists in the country are
also challenging the administration to observe and promote ILO Convention 111,
elimination and discrimination with respect to employment and occupation, on
the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, political opinion,
among others, as stipulated
in the international core labor standard
Nevertheless, our country is listed as one of the
countries with a general interest to ratify the landmark
labor instrument. So far
only Argentina. Fiji, Namibia, Uruguay have ratified the
Convention. And there are
a growing number of coun-

tries that have taken steps
towards ratification, stated
the ILO report.
Taking cognizance on
the issue, the Associated
Labor Unions (ALU), an affiliate of the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines
(TUCP) is urging the administration to put premium in
reclaiming women’s fundamental right to dignity,
equality and inherent power
as change-makers in society.
Sadly, there is nothing in
the long list of government’s
2021 priority agenda that
directly tackles these concerns, mentioned an ALU
press statement.
With the union’s steadfast belief, achievement of
gender equality, end of violence and harassment in
the world of work and government’s ratification of ILO
Conventions 190 and 111,
respectively are both achievable and doable.
“Although this pandemic drove us to be flexible
and innovative at work and
be resilient in life, there are
young women who became
vulnerable to exploitation
just to earn or survive. That

is why, implementation
of laws that protect young
women is essential”, added a
feminist advocate.
Eva Arcos, ALU NVP
and Women’s Committee
Chair, stated that the pandemic and the stringent restrictions imposed by government have made violence
more glaring, reduced women’s capacities and casted
out of political participation
in governance.
With the forthcoming
elections next year, women
leaders and politician are
getting to be more and more
the attractive choice. A comparative study with hard evidence presented by PDI
Columnist Solita Collas Monsod involving 193 countries and their COVID-19
outcomes showed that women-led countries have performed better, experiencing
fewer cases as well as fewer
deaths.
That goes to show that
women power and leadership could not be underestimated. As of June 2020, 70
countries in the modern era
have seen women-led government.

Cebu Business Week

August 30 - September 5, 2021

7

BUSINESS

AmCham hopeful for the
passage of creative industry bill
THE American Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines (AmCham Philippines) said it is looking
forward to the passage of
the Creative Services Industries Development Act,
a much-awaited law that is
expected to spur growth of a
sector already contributing
over seven percent of GDP
in the country.
According to AmCham,
the passage of the legislation
creating strong institutional
bodies, plans, and incentives
at the national and local level is crucial to achieving the
Philippine goal of becoming
the top creative economy in
the ASEAN region in terms
of size and value by 2030.
House Speaker Lord Allan identified the bill as one
of the priorities the lower
house intends to pass.
The creative industry
covers diverse fields including audio and audiovisual
media, creative services, cultural sites, design, digital interactive media, performing

arts, print and
publishing, traditional cultural expressions,
and visual arts.
The bill on
Creative Industries has been
approved by the
Creative Industry Committee
chaired by Rep.
Christopher de
Venecia
and,
subsequently,
by the Appropriations Committee
under
its chairperson
Rep. Eric Yap.
“With inclusion
of
the bill in the
House’ list of
priorities, we
are optimistic
that the bill will
be reported out
to plenary and
approved soon,” commented AmCham Philippines Executive Director Ebb Hinch-

liffe.
Meanwhile,
deliberations in the Senate have

commenced
and
business
groups anticipate filing of
the committee
report on the
measure, with
Trade Committee Chairperson
Aquilino
“Koko” Pimentel’s
commitment to shepherd the bill to
passage.
AmCham
Philippines has
formed its first
Creative Industries Committee which held
its
inaugural
meeting on August 3 in cooperation with the
Creative Economy Council of
the Philippines.
Future committee sessions will focus on the
Philippine Creative Industries Act.

Co-sponsoring AmCham
Philippines’ Arangkada Philippines Creative Industries
policy brief in November
2018 are: Animation Council of the Philippines; Australian-New Zealand Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines; The British Council
Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines;
Creative Economy Council
of the Philippines; European Chamber of Commerce
of the Philippines; Game
Developers Association of
the Philippines; IT and Business Process Association of
the Philippines; Japanese
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of the Philippines;
Korean Chamber of Commerce Philippines; Makati
Business Club; Management
Association of the Philippines; Philippine Association of Multinational Companies Regional Headquarters; Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry;
US-ASEAN Business Council. MANILA BULLETIN

DOF to launch online tool for GOCC reporting
THE Department of Finance (DOF) is set to launch
an online tool that aims to
streamline the reporting of
data pertaining to the debts
and other liabilities of government-owned and controlled
corporations (GOCCs).
In a report to Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez III, the DOF’s Corporate Affairs Group (CAG)
said the use of the GOCCs’
Liabilities Reporting and
Processing Tool (GLRPT)
will help the department in
its analysis of the debts of
state-run firms and enable
it to better manage and formulate strategies on the financial exposure of the government in relation to their
liabilities.
Dominguez instructed
the CAG in a recent DOF
executive committee (execom) meeting to ask the
Governance
Commission
for GOCCs (GCG) to incorporate compliance with this

digital tool in its evaluation
of the performance of staterun firms.
DOF-CAG director Joan
Castillo said the launch of
the GLRPT will involve the
orientation and training of
GOCC personnel on the use
of the online reporting tool.

She said the GCG has
agreed to transfer its webbased debt reporting system to the DOF as part of
the GLRPT.
“The Central Management Information Office
(CMIO) of the DOF further
developed the system by

expanding the GOCC coverage, enhancing the data
field and creating a report
template,” Castillo said in
her report to Dominguez
during the execom meeting.
Earlier,
Dominguez
urged the GCG to incorporate the assessments made

by regulatory agencies in
evaluating the performance
of GOCCs to further improve its oversight functions and avoid errors in the
policy-making process of
the government.
Dominguez called on the
Commission to adopt his
recommendation in refining
its evaluation methods and
factoring in the findings of
regulators in assessing and
rating GOCCs.
Dominguez noticed the
incongruence between the
evaluation made by the
GCG and those by regulatory agencies.
Dominguez said the
GCG should make its review
methodologies relevant to
the industry sectors to help
it identify factors peculiar to
each GOCC “and, ultimately, come up with a scorecard
that accurately measures
the achievement of the vision, mission and mandates
of GOCCs.” PR
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Cyber fraud imperils
PH digital economy
FRAUD attacks threaten
the e-commerce sector in the
Philippines amid the pandemic—but a digital expert
warned these do more harm
than just revenue losses.
The recent surge in
e-commerce
transactions
and spending has prompted
an “aggressive increase” in
cyber attacks globally, Vesta
Asia Pacific General Manager Shabab Muhaddes told
the Business Mirror.
Vesta, a global fraud detection company, noted that
payment fraud attempts in
the Southeast Asian region
are 12 times more than the
global average. This has resulted in online merchants
losing an average of 1.6 percent in their revenues annually.
“While direct fraud

loss—the
amount that
was fraudu l e n t l y
used for the
purchase—
makes up a
significant
component
of the total cost of
fraud, it’s
also the catalyst for loss
in other operational areas of their business,” Muhaddes stressed.
The Vesta official is referring to consumer trust
and brand reputation, which
can take a hit because of the
fraud attacks. The consumers, he said, may see the online payment options as not
secured because of the cyber

threat.
“Not only will consumers refuse to interact with
the SMEs [small and medium enterprises] and online
retailers in the future, they
are also likely to tell others
about their experience. This
can quickly result in a significant amount of lost rev-

enue,”
he
explained.
C a r d not-present
(CNP) scam
is
among
the
common types
of payment
fraud
the
SMEs and
online retailers have
to
deal
with, Mu-

haddes said.
This refers to illegal purchases on e-commerce platforms using stolen payment
information, he explained.
CNP fraud, as suggested by
the term, may take place
even without physical cards.
Another payment fraud
cited by the Vesta official is

account takeover, which is a
form of identity theft.
“A successful account
takeover attack leads to
fraudulent transactions and
unauthorized shopping from
the victim’s compromised
account,” he said, noting
that a fraudster, in this case,
illegally obtains access to
bank, e-commerce site or
mobile wallet accounts.
To better handle cyber
security, Muhaddes said the
companies need to “work
with technology partners
that can calibrate in real-time between good and
bad transactions, drawing
on trillions of data points,
leveraging behavioral, device, and fraud link analysis
to improve performance,” he
explained. BUSINESS MIRROR

Marina’s new rules for Certificate of Proficiency renewal
THE Maritime Industry
Authority (Marina) has released a new guideline for
the requirements in the application for revalidation of
the Certificate of Proficiency
(CoP) of Filipino seafarers.
In an advisory issued on
August 26, Marina stated
that Filipino seafarers are

required to submit proof of
their seagoing service which
should not be less than 12
months and an attestation
from their ship captain/
shipowner/manning agent
that he/she had undergone
onboard training and other
practical trainings.
This only applies to sea-

farers who are qualified under Section A-VI/1, A-VI/2,
and A-VI/3 of the Standards
of Training, Certification,
and Watchkeeping (STCW)
Convention.
These qualified seafarers
are required to submit the
said documents every five
years to Marina to provide

House bill exempting medical oxygen
from taxes approved on 3rd reading
A PROPOSED law that
will provide tax exemption for emergency medical
supplies, including oxygen,
was approved by the House
on third and final reading
Tuesday.
House Bill 8895 or the
Public Health Emergency
Tax Exemption Act seeks
to exempt from any government tax the manufacture, sale, importation, and
donation of critical medical products during public
health emergencies by private firms.
It also exempts from
taxes the procurement,
sale, importation, distribu-

tion, and administration of
critical medical products
during public health emergencies by government
units.
The bill also requires
the secretaries of Finance
and Health to compile a list
of supplies needed for the
prevention, control, and
treatment of COVID-19
(coronavirus disease 2019),
which will enjoy exemptions from taxes related to
their sale, manufacture, or
import.
It also permits the Finance chief, upon the recommendation of the secretaries of Health and Trade

and Industry, to suspend
the threshold on required
export sales, to allow manufacturers to sell to the domestic market.
The measure passed the
House Committee on Ways
and Means on March 4.
Substitute provisions were
also added by the committee on Aug. 23 after the
President requested Congress on Aug. 9 to exempt
manufacturers of medical-grade oxygen from government taxes.
The revised bill was
then passed by the House
Aug. 25 on second reading.
BUSINESS WORLD

evidence of having maintained the required standard
of competence based on the
2010 Manila Amendments of
the STCW Convention.
In lieu of refresher training to maintain a standard
level of competence, seafarers can submit their onboard
training and experiences as
set out in Table A-VI/1-1,
A-VI/1-2, A-VI/2-1, A-VI/ to
Marina 2-2, and A-VI/3 to
Marina five years.
Here are the requirements in the application for
the revalidation of COPs on
Basic Training (BT), Survival Craft and Rescue Boat
(SCRB), Fast Rescue Boat
(FRB), and Advanced Firefighting (AFF):
1. Seagoing service of not
less than 12 months
2. Attestation or any document from the Ship’s Captain / Ship Owners / Manning Agencies that proves
that said seafarer has participated in onboard training
and other practical training.
“We are centered on accelerating the development
of a nationally integrated
and globally competitive
maritime industry through
education, innovation, tech-

nology, and sustainability,”
Marina said.
Marina continuously upgrades education and training programs consistent with
STCW conventions and implements best practices in
maritime safety and security.
It aims to advance the
competencies of the country’s maritime professionals.
Marina’s policies were
focused on STCW compliance, maritime education
improvement, and the enhancement of maritime
workforce welfare.
“With the goal of ensuring the global competitiveness of seafarers, engaging
them in more progressive
training programs would
equip them with knowledge
and better services. Investing
in the quality of human capital resources will raise the
productivity and profitability
of the industry,” Marina said.
“Competent and reliable
seafarers will boost the competitiveness of the Philippine
shipping industry while increasing the contribution of
the maritime sector in the
country’s gross domestic
product (GDP),” it added.
MANILA TIMES
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Carbon Market redevelopment
wonderful: Rama
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michail “Mike” Rama in his
privilege speech last September 1, 2021, reiterated his belief that the Redevelopment
of Carbon Market is a wonderful project long overdue.
Rama quoted Martin Luther King Jr. saying: “You
can’t go back and change the
beginning, but you can start
where you are and change
the ending.”
Rama said that a foreseeable event calls for measures
that are designed to mitigate
its impact, if not, avoid its occurrence.
Recently, Rama said issues involving Carbon Market Redevelopment Project
saw print in different pages
of various local periodicals
and discussed over the airwaves and in social media.
The issues included: the
ability of the proponent to
carry out the project; own-

ership in the parcels of land
involved in the Joint Venture
Agreement (JVA) between

Megawide Corporation and
Cebu City Government; completeness in the process in

people to stay at home to prevent the spread of Covid-19
Delta Variant.
Rama will also push
through with the inquiry on
the complaints against garbage dumping operation and
the controversial bidding
of the P250 million second
tranche of digital signal light
of the Cebu City Government.

cern about management of
market fees and charges and
security of the vendors and
other stakeholders.
Rama recalled that in the
earliest possible opportunity, he continuously called
upon the Cebu City Council
to check and examine certain
procedural, legal, technical,
and financial aspects of the
JVA for Carbon Redevelopment Project that need to be
clarified and revisited prior
to any signing, execution,
and implementation.
“In a much earlier time, I
initiated a review of the proposed JV activity and agreement and called upon the
consultants of my office to
review it and make a summary of recommendations and
observations. I had these on
hand just in time before this
Honorable Body granted the
mayor (Edgardo C. Labella)
an authority and signed the
JVA,” Rama said.
“During that session last
January 6, 2021, I shared
some of the observations and
recommendations to the City
Council. I am not unmindful
of the Roberts Rule of Procedures of which internal rules
are based on, being a collegial body,” Rama said.
“But it does not stop this
representation, especially by
his conviction and being a
lawyer, to ensure that the observations and recommendations can be best appreciated,” Rama said.
Rama foresaw the eventuality that this matter will
reach the court of justice for
these issues and concerns to
be clarified, even settled by,
like at the instance to address the same.
Rama said his earlier actuation only meant to keep
the Carbon Redevelopment
Project from imminent collateral attacks and issues
that may derail the implementation of the long-awaited development of the only
Carbon Market of the people
of Cebu.
“I reiterate that this is a
wonderful project long overdue,” Rama said. ELIAS O.

ELIAS O. BAQUERO

BAQUERO

entering a JVA; assurance
for a better living for Bato,
Ermita residents; and con-

1,626 vaccinated in Tisa, says Zafra
COUNCILOR Philip S.
Zafra said a total of 1,626
persons were vaccinated with
Sinovac last August 28 and
August 30, 2021 at Barangay
Tisa, Cebu City.
Zafra told DYRC radio
that those who availed of the
free vaccination activity with
the help of the Cebu City
Vaccination Board are from
Barangays Tisa, Pamutan,
To-ong, Labangon, Basak San
Nicolas, Quiot, Buhisan, and
Punta Princesa.
Despite the heavy rains
early in the morning last August 28, the people went to
Tisa II Elementary School,

the vaccination site to avail of
the program.
For the successful vaccination events, Zafra thanked
the doctors, nurses, Emergency Rescue Unit Foundation (ERUF), Cebu City Police Office, the Tisa Barangay
Government under Captain
Ringo Pacaña and his councilors Fortune I. Alforque III,
Joel Alcazaren, Jess Campos,
Bernardo Lapiña Jr., Clyde
Atillo Castillo and Sanguniang Kabataan (SK) Chair Sonia Cal.
Zafra said they want to
increase the number of people who will be vaccinated ev-

ery day so the target of Mayor
Edgardo C. Labella and Vice
Mayor Michael Rama for

Cebu City to hit herd immunity by December 2021 will be
realized. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Labella designates Rama as acting mayor again
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella has issued
Memorandum No. 2-21-408
last September 1, 2021 designating Vice Mayor Michael
“Mike Rama as acting mayor
from September 2-7, 2021.
“Pursuant to the rules of
succession as provided for
under Republic Act 7160, also
known as the Local Government Code of 1991, and rel-

evant jurisprudence on this
matter, you are directed to exercise the powers and perform
the duties of the mayor of the
City of Cebu from September
2-7, 2021, in a temporary/acting capacity,” Labella stated in
his memorandum.
The memorandum was
received by Rama’s office at
4:17 pm on the same day.
Whether he is an acting

mayor or vice mayor, Rama is
always around the barangays
supervising the vaccination of
the people in strategic areas
of Cebu City.
Labella has filed a leave of
absence several times this year
because of health reasons.
Rama, for his part, said
that he will push through with
his past memorandum on
Oplan Puyo to encourage the
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Stay at home,
Rama urges Cebuanos

CEBU City Acting Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama has
encouraged the constituents
to stay at home or even work
from home, if possible, to
prevent any transmission of
Covid-19 Delta Variant.
Rama who is acting chief
executive from September
2-7, 2021, said that Cebu
City is not ready for any total lockdown because several businesses will close and
eventually the people will
suffer.
Even in a press conference last August 11 and until at present, Rama repeatedly said that we have had
enough of lockdowns.
“We don’t want any lockdown because we will surely end up being knocked
down. Has the national government any money to give
financial assistance to the
Cebu City residents if there
is no more economic activity? That’s why we should
do a hybrid approach. We
will start at the people’s residence. Stay at home. Puyo
kon walay tuyo sa gawas,”

POLICE PERSONNEL CONDUCTING “OPLAN PUYO” IN AREAS LOCATED WITHIN THEIR
JURISDICTION.

Rama said.
In an interview with
DYRC radio, Rama said they
are now balancing the re-

sponse against Covid-19 and
the implementation of programs that could rebound
the economy which is now

shrinking because of the
health pandemic.
“We want to solve this
Covid-19 crisis, but we are

also bound to help the people who are financially suffering because thousands
lost their jobs and several
micro, small and medium
enterprises are closing,”
Rama said.
Earlier, Philip N. Tan,
management represented to
the Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board
(RTWPB) said that the Philippines is a consumer-based
country, hence, if the people
have no income, they have
no money to buy food for
consumption.
On the other hand, the
acting mayor admitted that
the Cebu City council has
approved the allocation of
about P100 million for stimulus packages for economic
survival of the people.
“We are now only establishing vaccination centers
and supervising the vaccination activities, but we are
also looking for ways on how
to help the people economically survive in this pandemic time,” Rama said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Rama orders lockdown called ‘Oplan Puyo’

CEBU City Acting Mayor Michael “Mike” Rama
has issued Executive Order (EO) No. 138 otherwise
known as Oplan Puyo 9-2-7
which reflected the month
of September and the period September 2-7, of which
he is the temporary chief
executive.
Earlier, Mayor Edgardo C. Labella has filed a
leave of absence because of
his illness and designated

Rama as the acting mayor
from September 2-7, 2021.
Oplan Puyo is an order
extending the enforcement
of the state of Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ) in Cebu
and providing and incorporating additional rules and
guidelines thereto.
The EO stated that the
current Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious

Diseases
(IATF-MEID)
Resolution No. 135-A dated
August 26, 2021 extended
the observance of the state
of MECQ until September
7, 2021.
The IATF-MEID has
issued an executive order
placing Cebu City under
MECQ until August 31,
2021, but extended it until
September 7, 2021.
The Oplan Puyo EO
also prohibits the serving

and/or consumption of liquor and other alcoholic
beverages in public places.
The same Oplan Puyo
EO allows religious gatherings of up to 30 percent of
the venue capacity.
Meanwhile, Rama has
convened last August 29,
2021, with the convergence
body for a focused group
discussion workshop on
the recent developments on
the city’s response against

Covid-19 pandemic that
was well represented by all
sectors of our Cebu city society.
The move was to come
up with the top 10 workshop agenda for a continued, consistent and collaborative effort.
Rama said the workshop was represented by
all sectors of society, public and private. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

DPWH to endorse SRP roundabout to RDC

COUNCILOR
Jerry
Guardo said that because
the Cebu City Council has no
objection to the construction
of a roundabout (rotunda)
at South Road Properties
(SRP), the Department of
Public works and Highways
(DPWH) will now endorse
it to the Regional Development Council (RDC).

Guardo, chairman of the
Committee on Infrastructures, said that a roundabout
will shorten the u-turn in the
boundary of SRP and Talisay
City if a motorist comes from
Barangay Mambaling to
Cebu City; and at the viaduct
near Barangay Pasil if a motorist will come from Talisay
City going to Mambaling.

He added that since
the National Economic and
Development
Authority
(NEDA) 7 is the co-chairman of RDC 7, the economic agency will be the one to
endorse the project to the
NEDA Board. If the NEDA
Board will give a go-signal to
the project, the same will be
forwarded to the President

for final approval.
The President, with his
economic managers including the Department of Finance (DOF) and the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) will decide
whether the funds to construct the roundabout will
be included in the General
Appropriations Act (GAA) or

through foreign loans.
Guardo said that the
roundabout will also complement the soon-to-beopen Sto. Niño Bridge which
will connect Cordova, Cebu,
and Cebu City.
“This roundabout is rotunda type like that of Fuente
Osmeña, Cebu City,” Guardo
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Yap’s rice program
succeeds in Bohol

BOHOL Provincial Governor Arthur C. Yap has
claimed success in his administration’s program to increase food production amid
health pandemic to improve
the lives of the people.
Yap, a former Department of Agriculture (DA) secretary and former three-term
congressman of Bohol’s 3rd
District, said while ensuring
that health protocols will be
followed amid Covid-19 pandemic, he was also able to implement the successful hybrid
rice program called Advanced
Rice Technology (ART).
He cited as example the
Art 160 where farmers target
to harvest 160 cavans of rice
per hectare. In the past years,
the average harvest of hybrid
rice was 120 cavans only.
“I am happy to discover
that the farmers who joined
the program have harvested

200 to 220
cavans
of
hybrid rice
per
hectare. Most of
these farmers are in
the towns
of Talibon
and Ubay.
So, this is a
proof that
our
rice
program is
achievable,”
Yap said.
Yap divulged that being
a former DA secretary, some
Philrise officials whom he
had worked during his time
are still in their positions at
present. The governor invited them to visit Bohol and
teach the farmers how to increase their yields.
“Philrise officials visited
Bohol, shared their technolo-

gy on the right usage of fertilizer and water management.
The most important is to use
good quality of rice seeds for
planting. Together with this
technology, we have a clustered rice production,” Yap
said.
They have separate production based on areas like
2,000 square meters, 5,000

square meters or one
hectare
with different production costs,
hence, the
clustering
for
easy
management of an
area and reduce cost of
production.
“In that
way, we can
increase our harvest at the
most affordable production
cost possible. We can help
the farmers at the time they
will sell their rice produced.
The price now will be competitive,” Yap said.
The governor said they
have companion program on
rain-fed rice field which is
called ART 120, a technolo-

gy for certified inbred. In the
past years, the farmers had
60 cavans harvesting rate.
But in this clustered rice production program, they were
able to increase the rice production from 120 to 140 cavans.
“We started at three
thousand hectares for hybrid
rice in the ART 160 and another three thousand hectares in ART 120. We planned
that in the coming planting
season, we will increase that
to five thousand hectares
each for hybrid and rain-fed
certified seeds,” Yap said.
Yap has urged the other
farmers to join the movement and make it as a foundation in rice production.
“We should adopt the
science-based
technology
to maximize the output of
their farm areas,” Yap added.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Yap lifts border restrictions for Yap distributes health
returning Boholanos on Sept. 1 cards to his employees
BOHOL Gov. Arthur Yap issued Executive Order No. 44 lifting
the suspension of air
and sea travel of passengers bound to Bohol
who are non-authorized
persons outside residence (APORs) on September 1 until further notice.
Non-APORs shall present a valid RT-PCR negative
test result with swab or saliva
sample taken not more than
72 hours prior to his/her departure to Bohol.

Upon arrival, he or she
shall be quarantined in an
LGU approved public or privately owned quarantine facility for five (5) days.
In the case of privately
owned quarantine facility, it

may be a DOT accredited
accommodation establishment or any private
facility/house/home
with separate rooms and
toilet and bath facility.
Testing and quarantine protocols for APORs,
the strict enforcement of
border control in all ports of
entry, and the measures to
be taken in case of violations,
respectively, shall continue
to be applicable and effective
and shall be strictly enforced.
PRIMER

Balilihan’s SUMAD 2021 to be virtual
THE town of Balilihan,
Bohol will mark its 193rd SUMAD or foundation anniversary on September 29, 2021.
Balilihan mayor Pureza
Chatto said that the Municipal Government has started
planning for the celebration
of the SUMAD 2021 but most
of the activities will be done
virtually where only a few
people will be involved.
This is to comply with
health protocol and pre-

vent potential spread of the
dreaded Delta Variant of the
coronavirus.
Chatto said that in order
to capture the meaningful
celebration, the activities will
be documented through video and will be posted on different platforms.
Plans are afoot to hold
contests and an agro-industrial fair in each barangay.
The mayor revealed that
every barangay will install an

agro-industrial booth to be
located near their respective
barangays halls and will be
covered via video.
Only
personnel
in0charge of the video production and the judges will be allowed to be present in some
of the contests or activities.
Chatto said they are in
the process of finalizing the
plan of activities for the commemoration; the details will
be released soon. PR

FOR the first time in Bohol’s history, Governor Arthur C. Yap gave health cards
to employees of the Office of
the Governor to defray their
expenses during emergencies.
The health insurance
card is in service at Medocare
Health Inc. which are accredited with hospitals and other
medical institutions.
The health cards are available at Borja Family Hospital,
Ace Medical Center-Bohol,
Ramiro Community Hospital,
Tagbilaran Community Hos-

pital and Lim Community
Hospital in Jagna.
For dental problems, the
health cards can also be used
at All Aspect Dental Care
Clinic in Tagbilaran City.
The Bohol provincial employees are grateful to Yap for
this program which is important at this time of health pandemic.
Yap, a three-term congressman in Bohol’s 3rd District, was elected as governor
last May 2019, and is seeking reelection in May 2022.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Vietnam lockdown threatens
global coffee supply
THE lockdown of the
South-Eastern city of Ho Chi
Minh means Vietnam’s exporters are struggling to transport goods, including coffee
beans, to ports for shipment
around the world.
The travel restrictions
present yet another problem
to exporters already faced with
a serious shortage of shipping
containers and soaring freight
costs.
The exporting hub of Ho
Chi Minh has been kept under
tough travel restrictions after
a surge in cases of the Delta
variant of the coronavirus.
Vietnam is a major producer of robusta, the bitter
tasting bean used in instant
coffee and some espresso
blends.
Wholesale robusta bean
prices have risen by about
50% so far this year.

The Vietnam Coffee-Cocoa Association and other trade organizations have

called on the country’s government to ease the restrictions
to help avoid further delays to

shipments and related costs.
Last week, Vietnam’s
transport minister responded

to the concerns by ordering regional authorities in the south
of the country to take action to
ease unnecessary burdens on
the transport of goods, including coffee.
The issues faced by Vietnamese producers are just the
latest problem to hit the coffee
industry.
Brazil, the world’s biggest
producer of the premium arabica coffee beans, has seen
its crops impacted by drought
and frosts.
The worst frosts in Brazil
since 1994 have sent the cost
of unroasted coffee beans to
the highest level seen in close
to seven years. According to reports, the frost damage was so
severe that some coffee farmers may need to replant trees,
which could mean that its takes
them up to three years to resume production. BBC

Texas Legislature passes election bill
THE Texas Legislature sent
a sweeping Republican-backed
election bill to Governor Greg
Abbott’s desk, ending a monthslong standoff with Democrats.
The Texas House passed
the bill, SB 1, 80-41 last week
and on Tuesday, the Texas
Senate passed it 18-13. Abbott
has said that he looks forward
to signing the bill.
“Senate Bill 1 will solidify
trust and confidence in the outcome of our elections by making it easier to vote and harder
to cheat. I look forward to signing Senate Bill 1 into law, ensur-

ing election integrity in Texas,”
Abbott said in a statement.
Democrats, who have
fiercely opposed the Republican-backed election proposals, have alleged the bill may
make it harder for minority or
disabled voters to cast ballots
and are predicated on the false
premise of widespread voter
fraud. House Democrats broke
quorum for 38 days this summer to stop the legislature from
passing the election bill.
“I worry that this bill is
going to take our state down a
very dangerous slippery slope.

And I think that this narrative
is dangerous, this narrative
that there’s widespread fraud
with no evidence. I think it’s
damaging to our democracy,”
said Democratic state Senator
Cesar Blanco.
The Texas House passed
the bill last Friday after more
than 12 hours of debate on
Thursday, but Republicans in
the state Senate wanted to remove one of the House-passed
amendments before sending
the bill to Abbott.
That amendment said that
people can’t be convicted for

voting illegally if they didn’t
know they were ineligible to
vote. The measure said that a
person must know the “particular circumstances” that
make them ineligible to vote
and “that those circumstances
make the person not eligible to
vote in the election” in order to
secure a conviction.
The bill also eliminates
drive-thru and 24-hour early
voting. It would also expand
early voting hours in some
smaller and medium-sized
counties; add ID requirements
for voting by mail; ban officials

from sending unsolicited absentee ballots requests; give
more powers to partisan poll
watchers; and create new rules,
with potential criminal penalties, for election workers and
people who assist voters.
Several other states, including Florida, Georgia and
Iowa, have also passed sweeping laws to overhaul their election systems. Democrats, civil
rights and voting rights groups
have challenged many of the
new voting laws in court and
lawsuits are expected in Texas.
CBS

In SoKor app stores can’t force developers to use in-app payment systems
SOUTH Korea’s National
Assembly approved legislation on Tuesday that bans app
store operators such as Google
and Apple from forcing developers to use their in-app payment systems.
South Korea is reportedly
the first country in the world
to pass such a bill.
The tech giants have faced
widespread criticism over
their practice of requiring app
developers to use in-app purchasing systems, for which the
companies receive commis-

sions of up to 30%.
The legislation prohibits the app market operators
from using their monopolies
to require such payment systems, which means they must
allow alternative ways to pay.
The ban is aimed at promoting
fairer competition.
The bill aims to prevent
any retaliation against developers by banning the companies from imposing any unreasonable delay in approving
apps.
Apple censured the legis-

lation, saying it will “put users
who purchase digital goods
from other sources at risk of
fraud, undermine their privacy
protections, make it difficult to
manage their purchases” and
make parental controls and
other features less effective.
The legislation also allows
South Korean authorities to
investigate the operations of
app markets to uncover disputes and prevent actions that
undermine fair competition.
Regulators in Europe,
China and some other markets

worry about the dominance of
Apple, Google and other industry leaders in payments,
online advertising, and other
fields. Chinese regulators have
fined some companies for antimonopoly violations, while
other governments are wrestling with how best to keep
markets competitive.
The Korea Internet Corporations Association, an industry lobby group that includes
South Korea’s largest internet
companies including search
and online shopping giant

Naver, welcomed the passage
of the bill, which it said would
create healthier competition
and give users a wider variety
of content at cheaper prices.
Google said it is considering how to comply with the
legislation.
“We’ll reflect on how to
comply with this law while
maintaining a model that supports a high-quality operating
system and app store, and we
will share more in the coming weeks,” it said. BUSINESS
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