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RECLAMATION TO
SPARK PROGRESS
Alegado hits back at ship repair owners

CONSOLACION, Cebu
Vice Mayor Teresa “Nene”
Pepito Alegado said the construction of the more than
200 hectares reclamation in
Barangay Tayud can spark
rapid economic development
in the town compared to a
few ship repair shops that
polluted the area.
Alegado said that the
reclamation project will be
undertaken by a bigtime
businessman under the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP), without any cost to
the Consolacion Municipal
Government.
She said they are now
processing the remaining requirements for reclamation
with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).
Once the DENR requirements will be completed,
Alegado said they will submit
it the National Government
for the final approval of the
project.
Alegado said that the ship
repair shop owners had only
foreshore lease agreements
(FLA) which had already expired and the second generation of family leaseholders is
now operating the area.
“They think that the area
occupied by their parents is
perpetual. Hence, they are

moving heaven and earth to
stop the reclamation project.
Some who are operating for
ship repairs are only renting
from the original occupants
whose FLAs have already expired several years ago. The
renters are the ones opposing the reclamation project,”
Alegado said.
She said that there are
only three repair companies
which did not provide jobs
for the Consolacion people
for several years and caused
the pollution in the area.
These companies are organizing deceitful people and
deceitful urban poor leaders
and paid them to complain
that they are being harassed.
“The modus operandi
of these so-called urban
poor leaders has been
used several times and
the author has long
been dead,” Alegado
said.
The vice mayor said Lucio Lim
Jr. of the Philippine Coastwise
Shipping Association (PCSA)
has called her
and
apolo-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
gized to her upon reading a
newspaper stating that they
are opposing the reclamation
project.
She told Lim that she was
not alarmed by the PCSA’s
alleged opposition to the reclamation because they have
the same business. The PCSA
officials appreciate the benefits of the people from the
reclamation. Lim told Alegado that he was calling her to
tell her that he has nothing to

do with the opposition to the
reclamation of Consolacion
because he has also a reclamation project in Bohol.
“The statement in the
newspapers opposing the
reclamation in Consolacion was not mine. They put
words into my mouth,” Alegado quoted Lim about the
reports.
She said that in Consolacion, 70 percent is agricultural and mountainous and
only 30 percent is plain area.
“We are protecting our
environment and that 70
percent is composed of agricultural, residential and
tourism. We need that reclamation project to accommodate people in business and
manufacturing firms,” Alegado said.
She said that a businessman is now starting a
mountain resort in Barangay Garing with an estimated cost of P1 billion.
“So the tourism facilities that we dreamed
of will soon be realized. The people can
view the different
cities in Metro Cebu

CONSOLACION, CEBU VICE MAYOR TERESA “NENE” PEPITO ALEGADO

through this soon-to-be resort which is more than ten
kilometers from the highway,” Alegados said.
She said that as a servant leader, the people are
already sleeping while she
is still awake thinking of the
people’s welfare. The people
are still sleeping, yet she is
already awake.
She added that Consolacion is in the strategic area
of development considering
that it is only 10 kilometers
from Mactan Cebu International Airport, and the new
Cebu International Container Port will be constructed
in Barangay Tayud which is
about five kilometers from
the municipal building.
It will encourage the tourists to come because it is near
the airport and the seaport.
“Time is gold and I have
to double my effort to leave
a legacy to my constituents
and for the future generations of unborn people of
Consolacion. This reclamation can spur the economic
development of the town.
The oppositors of this project are the ones who caused
the pollution of Consolacion.
They have expired foreshore
lease agreement. They are
supported by fake urban
poor leaders,” Alegado said.
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LTO officers to wear
body cameras
THE Land Transportation Office (LTO) 7 law enforcement officers (LEO) will
soon be equipped with bodyworn cameras in their operations to document events in
their field of assignments.
Earlier, the LTO Central
Office has deployed 46 bodyworn cameras to LTO 7 to be
used by LEOs.
In an official turn-over
ceremony last September 2,
2021 at LTO 7 Malasakit Service Center in Cebu City, LTO
7 Regional Director Victor
Emmanuel Caindec showed
to the media the body cameras for distribution to LEOs.
“Whatever data being
captured by the body cameras
being worn by our enforcers
are also available if and when
necessary even at our LTO
Central office in the soon to

be opening,
Operation
Center,” said
RD Caindec.
He added that they
have already
completed the user
training for
the
LEOs
and the server administrator training on the
usage of the
body-worn
cameras.
“Well,
since 2018
we have our enforcers already
using body cameras pero dili
ingon ani ka advance. Their
body cameras… they use it for
protection and also because

we get a lot of complaints or
contests on the apprehension,
they have been instructed not
just to utilize their body cameras but also the vehicle dash-

cam,” Caindec said.
Both LTO
central office
and LTO 7
will have access to the
server where
the data on
the
body
cameras will
be kept.
Caindec
also clarified
that during
a special operation, the
enforcement
officers will
be
tasked
to turn on their body cameras to document the whole
operation.
“If they’re on official deployment for a specific op-

eration, they are required to
cover the entire operation,”
Caindec said.
He added that these cameras will be given to all LTO 7
offices with law enforcement
functions Each enforcement
officer will receive a dedicated kit with the body camera,
body straps, and a spare battery that will last for 8-hours.
The cameras will have an
offline option where they can
record the video, do live video, and has a global positioning system (GPS) for tracking
purposes. No LEOs will have
access to the server where the
video will be uploaded nor
can one delete a video.
Caindec also clarified
that these body cameras will
be exclusive only for LTO
7 enforcement officers.PR/
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

ERC not preempting submarine cable project
THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) has not
preempted the impact of the
contract between the Bantayan
Electric Cooperative (Banelco) and power supplier, Island
Network Electric Corporation
(INEC) once the submarine cable project will be completed.
The late Rep. Benhur
Salimbangon (Cebu 4th District) was able to facilitate for
the submarine cable project
that will connect Bantayan Island to the Cebu-Negros-Panay (CNP) power grid to lower
the power rate in the island.

But before the National
Grid Corporation (NGCP) can
implement the project, Salimbangon died last December 24,
2020.
ERC Visayas Director Joel
Bontuyan said the contract
between Banelco and INEC is
already there and it has to be
respected.
“But as I said before, maybe
there will be a supervening
event that once interconnected
(Cebu mainland and Bantayan
Island), it might be beneficial
that the power plant will sell
electricity to the grid as a peak-

ing plant, as it is diesel so suitable for peaking. Peaking plant
has higher rates because it will
only be used at the time it is
needed like Cebu Private Power Corporation in Ermita, Cebu
City. Even if it will not be used
24 hours but for a few hours
only, they can still ask for higher rate because they are power
in-demand. Kon kanus-a kinahanglanon, naa dayon,” Bontuyan said.
Bontuyan, a lawyer, said
that it would be beneficial under such situation. “But as I
said, if the contract is still bind-

ing, both parties may decide if
they will continue of rescind it
because that’s a bilateral contract between Banelco and
INEC.”
“They may review the contract and if they will agree, they
might amend the contract, review and redefine it, or stop it.
If stop, it must be established
first that Bantayan Island’s
power supply is already sufficient and stable,” Bontuyan
said.
On the power plant and
upon their own determination,
the power they generated is not

wasted because they can sell it
to the grid.
“That will be a win-win
solution once the submarine is
already there,” Bontuyan said.
He said that if interconnected, the power rate in Bantayan Island will go down because they will not be enjoying
“power mix” --- meaning power from different sources. Geothermal in Leyte is the biggest
supply. Significantly power
price will be lower compared to
coal-fired powered plants and
oil-fired power plants. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Cebu vaccination breaches one-million people
CEBU reached an important milestone in its vaccination efforts as it breached the
one-million mark for the first
dose of COVID-19 vaccines on
Friday.
The Office of Presidential
Assistant in the Visayas Michael “Mike” Dino quoted Dr.
Mary Jean Loreche of Visayas
Covid-19 Vaccination Operations Center (VVOC) that as of
September 9, 2021, 997,652 individuals in Cebu had their first
dose of COVID-19 vaccination.
“We need 2,000 plus to

make one million dose for first
dose (as of September 10),” Dr.
Loreche said.
Meanwhile, fully vaccinated individuals in Cebu now
reached 666,391 as of September 9, 2021. Government
agencies and non-government
organizations join hands to
ramp up vaccination efforts in
Cebu’s local government units
(LGUs).
OPAV said Cebu is divided
into six sectors in the north and
seven sectors in the south for
the vaccination campaign. This

is aimed to ensure a well-run,
safe vaccination programs.
The main goal is to achieve
herd immunity for Cebu the
fastest possible time, to be
spearheaded by Philippine
College of Physicians, Cebu
Medical Society, the All Terrain
Medical Relief Organization,
the Regional IATF through
Gen. Melquiades Feliciano and
the Department of Health Region 7.
The volunteers would
man the various sectors in the
northern and southern parts

of Cebu. In the north, Sector 1
is composed of Liloan to Danao City and Camotes Island.
The other sectors are Sector
2 (Carmen to Sogod); Sector
3 (Borbon to Bogo); Sector
4 (Medellin, Daanbantayan
and Bantayan Island); Sector
5 (San Remegio to Tuburan);
and Sector 6 Balamban and
Asturias). In the south, Sector
1 is comprised of City of Naga
to Carcar; Sector 2 (Sibonga to
Dalaguete; Sector 3 (Alcoy to
Oslob); Sector 4 (Samboan to
Malabuyoc); Sector 5 (Alegria

to Alcantara); Sector 6 (Ronda
to Barili); and Sector 7 Aloguinsan to Toledo City).
Approximately 1.7 million
Eligible Population have been
fully vaccinated, the VVOC report showed.
Mandaue City leads with a
42.35 percent of eligible population already fully vaccinated---more than halfway to the
70 percent needed to achieve
herd immunity. Meanwhile,
the City of Naga is second at
33.77 percent Fully Vaccinated
VCR. TITUS BORROMEO
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New coalition seeks to
make Leni win in Cebu

SIX NGO alliances in
Cebu has expressed confidence in making Vice President Leni Robredo the number
1 presidential contender in the
province.
“We will build on the
500,000 votes Leni got from
Cebuanos in 2016. We will
make Leni win,” said Bimbo
Fernandez of the newly formed
Cebu for Leni Coalition (CLC).
The broad coalition encompasses six Cebu-based NGO
alliances formed over the
weekend.
The six are Leni Tanging Pag-asa 2022, Akbayan,
Movement for Transformative
Politics, Cebu Labor Coalition.
Cebu Women for Leni, and All
for Leni Cebu.
Having no traditional
command votes, the coalition
instead would spark a move-

ment in Metro Cebu and the
province, said lawyer Edmund
Lao.
“We know a lot of pro-Leni
supporters lurk around. Now is

THE Bureau of Customs
(BOC) has collected P11.69
billion in tariffs from 1.74
million metric tons (MT) of
rice imports from January to
August, which is already 17
percent more than the minimum funding requirement
for the annual Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund
(RCEF) for the following
year.
In a press release from
the Department of Finance
(DOF), Customs Commissioner Rey Leonardo Guer-

rero said that revenues from
rice imports during the Jan.
1-Aug. 29, 2021 period came
from shipments worth a
combined amount of P35.07
billion.
Everybody who has the
capital can import rice from
any nation without getting
import permit from the National Food Authority (NFA)
because of the Rice Tariffication Law (RTL) authored by
Senator Cynthia Villar.
Also, the BOC’s improved
valuation system raised the

average value of rice imports
by 4.1 percent to P20,188 per
MT during this period, from
P19,386 per metric ton (MT)
during the same timeframe
last year, Guerrero said in his
report to Finance Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III.
Thus, even with a
7.6-percent drop in volume
from 1.88 million MT in the
Jan. 1-Aug. 29, 2020 to 1.74
million MT in the same period this year, the revenue
collected by the BOC dipped
only slightly by 4.4 percent

from P12.22 billion to P11.69
billion, he said.
All import duties collected from rice imports beginning March 5, 2019 go to the
annual P10-billion RCEF as
provided under Republic Act
(RA) No. 11203 or RTL.
The RCEF is used to finance programs that will
sharpen the competitiveness
of palay growers by way of
providing them easy access
to fertilizer, farm machinery
and equipment, high-yield
seeds and cheap credit; and

offering skills training programs on farm mechanization and modern farming
techniques.
Annual tariff revenues
from rice imports more than
P10 billion shall be earmarked by the Congress—
and included in the national budget of the following
year—for financial assistance
to palay farmers, titling of agricultural lands, an expanded
crop insurance program on
rice and crop diversification.

SENATOR Risa Hontiveros has flagged the Department of Budget and Management’s (DBM) repeated
transactions with foreign fugitives who are incorporators
of Pharmally Pharmaceutical
Corporation, the biggest supplier of face shields and personal protective equipment
(PPEs) for our pandemic
response.
“Why is this government
transacting with fugitives?
Pharmally seems to be a
breeding ground of criminals.
Bakit tayo nakikipag negosyo
sa mga taong may warrant of
arrest pa nga sa ibang ban-

sa?” Hontiveros asked.
Hontiveros
said
the
Chairman of Pharmally International Holdings, Huang
Wen Lie, also known as Tony
Huang, is wanted for securities fraud, stock manipulation, and embezzlement in
Taiwan. His son, Huang Tzu
Yen, an incorporator of Pharmally Pharmaceutical Corp
and Pharmally Biological
Inc. is also wanted for stock
manipulation.
The senator added that a
warrant of arrest for Huang
Tzu Yen can be accessed from
the website of Taiwan’s Ministry of Justice Investigation

Bureau or MJIB.
“Nakadetalye sa website
na December 29, 2020 pa lamang ay pinaghahahanap na
si Huang Tzu Yen ng mga otoridad. Ang nakakapagtaka pa,
kahit may warrant of arrest
na para sa kanya, ang latest
purchase order ng kanyang
kompanyang Pharmally ay
noong June 2021. Bakit hindi
ito naamoy man lang ng ating
mga otoridad?” Hontiveros
asked.
The senator expounded
that there are two incorporators of Pharmally, namely
Rose Lin at Gerald Cruz, who
are also incorporators of an-

other questionable company named Full Win Group,
chaired by a certain Zheng
Bingqiang who is wanted for
stock manipulation.
“Ang stocks na minanipula nitong Zheng ay sa Pharmally International Holdings. He is also a fugitive.
Moreover, the Chairman of
the Philippine counterpart of
Full Win is Michael Yang. It is
alarming that Zheng, a wanted fugitive, and Michael Yang,
a former economic adviser of
our own President, seem to
have a long history of working
together,” Hontiveros said.
The senator shared that

her office found a 2016 online
article detailing a meeting
held among Michael Yang,
Zheng Bingqiang, and President Duterte.
According to the article,
“Online information shows
that Duterte is 31 years older than Yang Hongming
[Michael Yang]. But Zheng
Bingqiang introduced that
Yang Hongming had a special affinity with Duterte.
The two crossed the age gap
and became friends. The two
sides treat each other sincerely, and this friendship lasted
for more than 10 years.” PR/

the time for us to come out and
actively campaign for Leni Robredo. We not few,” he said.
The Cebu for Leni Coalition members noted that the

vice president possesses the
integrity and capacity to bring
about genuine change that the
present administration lacks.
She also possesses the po-

litical strength that withstood
the years of bashing. Instead,
she translated her meager
budget as vice president into
meaningful endeavors that
benefited ordinary folks, the
group added.
They believed the vice
president will emerge as the
most popular presidentiable
who will defeat presidential
daughter and Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte.
“The campaign will not be
easy. But unlike in 2016, Leni
Robredo would not begin with
only a handful of supporters at
the start of the campaign. On
election day, she defeated the
dictator’s namesake. In Cebu,
she garnered over 500,000
votes. With our growing coalition, she will more than triple
that achievement,” the coalition said.

BOC collects P11.7-B tariffs from rice imports

PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Hontiveros flags DBM’s transactions with fugitives

ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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City Hall’s problem?
The
Megawide
Construction Corporation has adopted the
PR posture of being
unaffected by the “null
and void” case filed
at the Regional Trial Court (RTC) by the
Carbon Alliance. It is
Cebu City Hall’s problem. In fact, I saw the
company beginning to
Weekly Notes
fence off that supposed Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
vacant lot beside the
Maritima Building the last time I passed by the area.
But is not that part of the lot contested by the Cebu
Port Authority (CPA)? I thought the Carbon Market only
comprises the area of Unit 1, 2, and 3 as well as Barracks
and Freedom Park. Anyway, I believe ownership of that
is a contested. Megawide must deal with the situation.
With the way Barug councilors are behaving, that
could be sooner than what Megawide thought. Instead
of expanding legislative support for the project, the
Council majority has begun to shrink.
For instance, Councilors Dondon Hontiveros and
Phillip Zafra declared themselves as independents. I
believe they did it to free themselves of party shackles
in being loyal to acting Mayor Mike Rama. But we saw
Rama pushing for a document supposedly to “cure”
infirmities in the city’s Joint Venture Agreement with
Megawide.
Another city dad, Councilor Dave Tumulak, may
break from the Barug ranks with his plan to seek a higher position. As a third term councilor, he can no longer
run for reelection. His options include the south district congressional seat as well as the positions for vice
mayor and mayor. Dave, the Nacionalista Party candidate in Cebu City, is not exactly a Rama loyalist. I heard
he intends to review his position on the Joint Venture
Agreement.
T hese developments within Barug leaves BOPK councilors enjoying party majority in the Cebu City Council.
We know the BOPK stands united against the JVA.
Sara’s word
After five years, people now take the words of President Rodrigo Duterte as mere words. Either he means
what he says, he was merely joking, or he would just
change his mind with no qualms. But it seems this
rubbed on his daughter Davao City Mayor Inday Sara
Duterte-Carpio.
Inday Sara said she won’t run for president anymore
because her father accepted the nomination of PDP-Laban (Cusi faction) to run for the vice presidency. Curiously, both her supporters and detractors do not believe
her. They voice out the same sentiment – she will run.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc., is a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or
POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”
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Air Purifiers?
After requiring drivers
and conductors of public
utility vehicles in the Province of Cebu to wear air purifiers, Gov. Gwen Garcia
now required employees of
establishments to wear both
masks and air purifiers.
The air purifiers are supposed to provide added protection against Covid-19, the
governor insists. However,
the Department of Health
(DOH) has not endorsed the
use of air purifiers because
of the lack of scientific basis
that it prevents Covid-19.
The drivers and labor
sector in Cebu are agitated.
Greg Perez, chairman of
Pagkakaisa ng mga Samahan
ng Tsuper at Opereytor Na-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

tionwide (PISTON) in Cebu,
called the governor’s order a
mere “band-aid solution.”
“If Garcia wanted their
mandatory use, the air purifiers should be given for free
to the drivers and conductors, most of them were jobless for a long time,” Perez
said.
Dennis
Derige,
the
spokesperson of Partido
Manggagawa Cebu Chapter,
appealed to Garcia to reconsider her decision, saying the
price of a personal air purifier is two to four times the
minimum wage of Cebuano
laborers.
Jaime Paglinawan, chair
of Alyansa sa mga Mamumuo
sa Sugbo-Kilusang Mayo

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

Uno, questioned why Garcia
had kept pushing for the use
of air purifiers even without a
DOH endorsement.
“People are clamoring
for financial assistance, faster distribution of free vaccines, free mass testing, and
free treatment for individuals in the transport sector
who have tested positive for
COVID-19,” he said.
Health Undersecretary
Maria Rosario Vergeire earlier stressed that air purifiers
could not provide protection
against COVID-19 and would
only give their wearers a false
sense of security.
But then, the Province of
Cebu speaks with one voice,
the governor’s voice.
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Amazon and Mitsubishi to set up
450 solar power plants in Japan
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Amazon.com will partner with Japanese trading
house Mitsubishi Corp. to
build solar power stations
in Japan and procure renewable energy from them
to supply electricity to its
data centers for ten years,
Nikkei has learned. In a rare
move for companies in Japan, Amazon will directly
contract with power generation operators. This contract -- a corporate power

purchase agreement, or PPA
-- enables Amazon to procure stable electricity from
exclusive renewable energy
power stations for the long
term, without buying it from
electric companies. It is believed that this type of power
sourcing is less vulnerable to
price fluctuations. Although
the renewable power is expected to be more expensive
than traditional sources, it
will add to the overall renewable energy supply, and
the environmentally friendly approach is expected to
resonate with consumers
and data center customers.
West Holdings, a solar power company, is developing
the power stations and will
build 450 of them in the Tokyo Metropolitan area and
Tohoku region. Mitsubishi
will collect electricity generated there and supply it
to Amazon’s data centers,
logistics centers and offices through electricity sales
companies in which Mitsub-

ishi has a stake. (Nikkei)
oOo
Chinese President Xi
Jinping will virtually meet
his counterparts from Brazil, Russia, India and South
Africa during the 13th
BRICS Summit on Sept. 9,
the country’s foreign ministry said Wednesday. When
the term was first coined,
BRIC referred to the four
prominent emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India
and China. South Africa was
added in 2010. Together, the
five-nation group accounts
for almost a quarter of the
world’s total GDP and over
16% of world trade. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will chair Thursday’s
meeting, which will also be
attended by Brazil’s Jair
Bolsonaro, Russia’s Vladimir Putin and South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa. India
currently holds the group’s
rotating chairmanship. India has outlined four priority areas for its chairship

including reforms for multilateral organizations such
as the United Nations and
the International Monetary
Fund, counterterrorism and
using technology to achieve
sustainable
development
goals, according to India’s
Ministry of External Affairs.
(CNBC)
oOo
As the world rushes to
cut carbon emissions, hydrogen fuel cells may offer
global telecoms an environmentally friendly solution
to power energy-hungry remote networks, experts say.
Telecoms run vast arrays of
relay stations, data centers
and other infrastructure
that need reliable, constant
power. Hydrogen fuel cells,
invented in the 1800s and
used in U.S. and Russian
space programs, can replace
noisy, polluting diesel generators that sometimes run
24 hours a day, their proponents say. The cells are quiet, have few moving parts

and only emit water. With
the UN in August sounding
code red for humanity over
global warming, such power sources are attractive for
a sector that accounts for
3% of global energy consumption. Emissions from
powering networks and IT
make up nearly a third of
the carbon footprint of telecom companies, Lambrette
said, based on a survey of 19
global operators. Telecoms
need generators that can
quickly power up during
electricity outages, and in
remote locations they are
often the sole power supply. Solar and wind, which
do not always provide stable power levels, are not
workable, experts say. Fuel
cells strip electrons from
hydrogen using a catalyst,
combining the resulting gas
with oxygen. This produces
electricity, heat and water.
(Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

The conduct of a special
recount of votes on September 16, 2021, resulted to the
unseating of Councilors Eugenio Gabuya Jr., Renato
Osmeña Jr., Raul Alcoseba
and Zafra. This came after
the Comelec en banc issued
a writ of execution of the
Comelec First Division ruling declaring Sherwin Luie
Abella as a nuisance candidate in the 2019 election.
If Amay will win, it may
affect the ranking of city
councilors in the Cebu City
South District particularly
Gabuya, Osmeña, Alcoseba
and Zafra who ranked fifth,
sixth, seventh and eighth,
respectively. Thus, the four
sitting councilors were unseated by the Comelec pending the recount of votes.
Amay got 110,131 votes
in the May 2019 election
and if the 20,262 votes
garnered by Sherwin Luie
Abella will be added to
Amay’s, she will have a total of 130,393 votes. If this
will happen, Zafra of Partido Barug will lose his seat

to Amay because he got only
115,292 votes.
If Amay will win, and
since she already passed
away, her Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will
nominate for her replacement subject to the approval of the President. This
will create a domino effect
because of the four--- Osmeña is with the administration dominant party,
while Amay’s replacement
will add the number of the
minority who are allied with
Bando Osmeña Pundok
Kauswagan (BOPK).
At present, Partido Barug has nine allies in the
City Council while BOPK
has eight. If Amay will win
and will be replaced, the
number of BOPK allies will
go up to nine, including the
presidents of the ABC and
the Sanguniang Kabataan
(SK). This will affect in the
voting of resolutions, ordinances and motions filed by
the councilors and even the
tackling of the 2022 annual
budget.

Amay Abella wins case

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

My friend, Atty. Marie
Velle “Amay” Abella who
died of pancreatitis last
May 26, 2020 at the age of
37 may now be laughing in
heaven that her petition for
a special recount has been
granted by the Commission
on Election.
I think Amay, a humble
lawyer and a dedicated ser-

vant leader, was a victim
of political maneuvering.
Somebody used a nobody
named Sherwin Luie Abella
to get some votes from her
as she was really an amazing aspirant for Cebu City
South District councilor.
At that time, I was already thinking of running
for Cebu City councilor in
the South District so I could
represent the people in the
city legislative body in solving the lingering problems
that affected their lives.
But I did not push
through because I was still
connected with Sunstar
Cebu, DYRC Aksyon Radio
Cebu and a co-anchor of a
TV program. This is not to
mention my affiliation with
cooperatives and my small
businesses.
One day, I was invited
by Lahug, Cebu City Barangay Captain Dennes Tabar
at his office and facilitated
for my meeting with Amay.
In that meeting, Amay requested me to support her
candidacy for city councilor

and assured me that she will
serve the people as what she
did in the earlier years and
worked in the Cebu City
Council with utmost dedication and dignity.
From that moment, I
called on three to five Cebu
City South District voters
every day and explained to
them why Amay deserved to
be a councilor who will represent them in the Council.
Maybe by coincidence,
Amay and I casted our votes
on the same hour in May
2019 at our respective precincts at Punta Princesa
Elementary School. I told
Amay that she will surely
win in that political battle.
Frankly, in the same
election, I also voted for
Philiip S. Zafra for Cebu
City South District councilor whom I also believed to
be a good public servant.
Zafra was then a Tisa barangay captain and an ex-officio member of the Cebu City
Council being the president
of the Association of Barangay Council (ABC).
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City’s hotpot boiling up

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

As the filing of certificates of candidacy drew closer on October 1 until October
8, parties are scrambling for
alliances and mass support.
In Cebu City, the electoral
contest is getting interesting.
If his health would still
warrant, I’m sure Tommy
Osmeña would still bet his
political hat for the mayorship with the return bout of
his arch nemesis. But an insider said Tomas is no longer
as healthy as he used to be.
Margot would not want him
to slug it out the city’s top

post this coming election.
So, he is left with either
Bebot Abellanosa or Franklin Ong for the top post. But
Bebot and Franklin could
not agree among themselves.
Both are interested for the
top post.
The congressional seat
in the north for BOPK is
also raising eyebrows. Cutie
del Mar is bent on running
for the seat while Mary Ann
has the support of the BOPK
top honcho. Tomas dislikes
Cutie because of her link to
Sara Duterte. BOPK might
support Manny Pacquiao or
Isko Moreno. With or without Tomas support, Cutie is
determined on running for
the post his father left. After
all she is the apparent heir
and, according to her camp,
she is leading the survey in
the north with Nina Mabatid
closely catching up. Mary
Ann and Richard Yap are
far third and fourth place
respectively.
In the south, hopefuls
like Gabuya, the son of Bebot
Abellanosa, and Yayoy will

certainly wait for Tomas nod.
If Margot would run, then
everybody would toe the line.
Interestingly, Barug-Kusug-Panaghiusa faces a major shakeup. With revival of
KUSUG and PANAGHIUSA
as separate parties, BARUG
might lose its grip on the
coalition.
With Mike’s constant
bickering with the administration especially his position on the Carbon and
Landfill deal, he might lose
support of the administration group. Apparently they
are looking at a younger
generation to lead the party.
Heading the choice are Joey
Daluz and Edu Rama, while
they are asking Mike to take
the south congressional seat.
Mike would have to make a
supreme sacrifice as a father
to the party to resolve the
conflict and preserve party
unity.
Joey Daluz, being the
campaign manager in the last
election and the one sustaining the political machinery of
Mayor Edgar Labella, has the

closer relationship of the party’s grassroots leaders. Besides his being chairman of
MCWD has given him much
advantage than any other
candidate aside from being a
son of a popular and charismatic leader Inday Nita Cortez Daluz. Edu Rama, being
young and dynamic, can lead
the administration ticket
with proven skills in running
the garbage collection in previous administration.
In the north, Nina
Mabatid is their choice as
against Richard Yap. But the
later might come up with an
ace in his sleeves and run
with or without support of
the coalition as he also has a
sense of entitlement having
run and lost to Raul Del Mar
in the previous election.
In the South, it’s the
choice between Dave Tumulak, Joy Pesquera, Edu
Rama and Cebuano hotshot
Dondon Honteveros. Dave
Tumulak head the Disaster
and Risk Reduction Committee in the City Council
and has been very active in

the COVID 19 response. Joy
Pesguera is instrumental in
the delivery of services of
NOAH. NOAH was established as an isolation center
and subsequently as vaccination center. In both ways,
Joy has brought efficiency
in the delivery of services at
NOAH. She became the joy
of NOAH.
Edu Rama has shown his
leadership in legislation and
steering the garbage collection during Mayor Mike’s
term. Dondon, despite his
newbie status has shown
leadership as acting vice
mayor in leading the City
Council in the deliberation of
the items brought to their attention. But again all of them
has to agree for a single candidate otherwise they all lose
to a BOPK candidate.
Well, all of them should
learn from Mahatma Gandi
on self-sacrifice for the better good otherwise they shall
succumb to what they feared
most – electoral debacle.
Write us at carillogerry@
yahoo.com.ph

Respect workers’ rights in-and-out of crisis

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

This COVID-19 pandemic posed a great challenge for
the G20 leaders as a leading
global forum to work together and tackle issues and look
for decisive actions against
this crisis that could rapidly
transform into a political crisis for democracy.
A critical action posited
by the 200 million-member
Brussels-based International
Trade Union Confederation
(ITUC) during the virtual
G20 Riyadh Summit hosted
by Saudi Arabia, offered the
opportunity to lay foundations for a new social contract. A clarion call not to be

ignored.
World leaders belonging
to the G20 were reminded
by the global union in laying the foundations in these
extraordinary times for an
economic recovery that focuses on employment and
climate-friendly jobs.
Protection of workers’
rights, universal social protection and fair taxation ensuring profits made by a few
during the pandemic and
shared with the many are
among the critical actions
hurled by the ITUC to the
G20 Summit of world leaders
over the weekend.
“This extraordinary moment in history the G20 leaders can do nothing less than
take extraordinary action”,
says ITUC Secretary-General
Sharan Burrow.
In September 2020,
G20 labor ministers has acknowledged the economic
effects of COVID-19, citing
among others, vulnerability
of more working people to
‘poverty, informality and exposure to different forms of

exploitation’.
The ITUC reminded the
G20 leaders to do what is
necessary to turn this situation on its head, to take action that is anti-poverty, anti-exploitation and pro-formal and climate-friendly
jobs.
“They must build the
new social contract that all
working people are crying
out for, built on good quality
jobs, fundamental workers’
rights, universal protection
and a fair tax system,” the
ITUC statement categorically
stated.
Putting emphasis on the
importance of the current
moment, the Secretary-General of the Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC)
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Pierre
Hubbard, said, “the world
health crisis has turned into
the deepest global crisis in
modern history. It is a crisis
that piles on many layers of
crises. It did not hit otherwise robust and socially just

economies”.
Predicated on this, the
Labor 20 or L20 statement
to the G20 Leaders’ Summit
calls on G20 leaders to take
decisive and coordinated action to protect people’s lives
and livelihoods and support
the inclusive and green recovery, mentioning among
others: 1) laying the foundation for a new social contract
for recovery and resilience;
2) defend and protect workers and jobs; and, 3) economic recovery with social
justice.
The statement sets out
details of the problems exacerbated by the ‘pandemic of inequality’, and how
can recovery and resilience
can be built on ‘the implementation of past commitments and new action, ITUC
Secretary-General Burrow
emphasized.
“We’ve made it very easy
for the G20 leaders, we’ve
done all the talking, critical
thinking and planning for
them and put it all on our
statement. All they have to

do is read it and pit in into
action, in partnership with
working people and their
unions”, Burrow’s fiery statement added.
Though with a serious
tone on the importance of
the summit, Burrow added,
“if they don’t, then history
will judge that they let this
moment slip through their
fingers, and we’ll be there to
remind them”.
The L20 represents the
interests of the workers at
the G20 level, uniting trade
unions from G20 member-countries and Global
Unions. It is convened by
the ITUC and TUAC to the
OECD.
The Group of Twenty:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, PR of China, France,
Germany India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, South Korea,
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey,
United Kingdom, United
States and European Union)
was created in the aftermath
of the 2008 global financial
crisis.
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Biz community slams
admin for flip flopping

BUSINESS organizations
severely censured the administration’s recent flip flopping
quarantine policy stressing
it was becoming costly to the
economy.
Business groups took
turns slamming the government’s decision to delay on
the last minute the decision
to shift to granular lockdowns
starting September 8 that
should have eased up quarantine restrictions in most parts
of the country from the current modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ)
classification.
Robert Young, chairman
and president of the Foreign
Buyers Association of the
Philippines (FOBAP), told
Manila Bulletin they have received orders mostly from US
buyers of at least $200 million of garment products. Of
this amount, $100 million are
confirmed or booked orders.
Local garment manufac-

turers accepted the orders especially that the government
has announced the shifting to
granular lockdowns starting
September 8 for the National
Capital Region.
“We have prepared our
facilities and notified workers

and our materials are ready
for production. But the government postponed further
the easing of quarantine status. We are sure to lose the
booked orders,” said Young.
“Now, we are back to
zero,” he said.

The Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) also called on the government to be prudent in its
pronouncement on quarantine policies as it would have
a tremendous impact on business and people’s lives.

PCCI Acting President
Edgardo G. Lacson said that
there is a huge financial cost
on business enterprises when
plans and preparations are
dislocated by the last minute
cancellation or postponement
of the anticipated relaxation
of the quarantine protocols.
In a statement, the Makati Business Club (MBC) expressed exasperation over the
continued hard lockdowns
that prevented companies to
operate fully while more people are out of work.
“Our people are frustrated and getting desperate. We
need to get more and more
people safely back to work,”
MBC said.
The Makati-based businessmen pointed out that
they have been supportive of
the reopening of the economy
with science-backed policies
so more Filipinos can work
and take care of their families.
MANILA BULLETIN

DOF, DBM object re-nationalization of hospitals
THE Departments of Finance (DOF) and Budget and
Management (DBM) do not
support taking back budget
responsibility for public hospitals, citing a Supreme Court
devolution ruling that allocated more funds to local government units (LGUs).
Senator Franklin M.
Drilon noted “dozens” of
pending bills aiming to “re-nationalize” several hospitals, in
which the National Government once again becomes re-

sponsible for funding them
instead of LGUs.
The National Government will devolve some of its
functions to LGUs starting
next year, mainly public services, in response to the Supreme Court Mandanas ruling, which expanded LGUs’
share of national taxes.
“This effort to address
our deficit as a result of the
Mandanas ruling, is not being served by the fact that
there are hospitals which

are now in the LGU budget,”
Drilon said.
“We object to the re-nationalization,” Finance Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez III
told the legislators.
“There’s another solution:
the different provinces can
contribute to the regional hospitals in accordance with the
population of their people going to that hospital,” he added.
He said LGUs can pay
for their residents that are
admitted to public hospitals

in other provinces, cities or
municipalities.
Budget Undersecretary
and Officer-in-Charge Tina
Rose Marie L. Canda said the
DBM also rejects the re-nationalization of hospitals due
to the fiscal pressures that
may ensue.
“ We’re not recommending re-nationalization of these
hospitals as much as possible,”
she added.
Senator Juan Edgardo
M. Angara said the economic

team should come up with a
unified position on devolution
plans.
Dominguez said the two
state-run banks, Land Bank of
the Philippines (Land Bank)
and the Development Bank
of the Philippines (DBP) have
credit facilities to support infrastructure projects of LGUs,
but they are barred by law
from lending for operating
expenses, and other items
like the purchase of vaccines.
BUSINESS WORLD

ECOP rebuffs proposal for unvaccinated to stay home
THE Employers Confederation of the Philippines
(ECOP) has rejected a proposal that only vaccinated
people should be given more
mobility as government considers granular lockdowns in
Metro Manila.
Sergio Ortiz-Luis, president of one of the country’s
most influential business
groups said that allowing
only those vaccinated to go
out of their homes would be
discriminatory.

“Do not discriminate
with the vaccinated and unvaccinated. If they can work,
if they’re APOR (authorized
persons allowed outside)
and allowed to go out they
shouldn’t be discriminated. I
agree there should be certain
incentives.” he said.
“We are just saying as
much as possible if we have
to go to GCQ you have to allow people to work and try
to control the spread of the
pandemic. But you have no

choice. Otherwise, you cannot
feed them. So you have to allow as many as possible to go
to work.”
Joey Concepcion, presidential adviser on entrepreneurship, had proposed
that those vaccinated against
COVID-19 should be given
more mobility and incentives.
He said only those who
have received the jab should be
allowed to go to restaurants, salons, and “business establishments with higher risk,” citing

that the “unvaccinated are the
ones filling up the hospitals.”
Concepcion cited Cebu
City, which he said has implemented the proposal.
“We cannot lock down
both the vaccinated and unvaccinated. Let’s protect the
unvaccinated until they get
their vaccines,” he said.
Concepcion added that
this would be focused on the
capital region, which has so
far fully vaccinated half of its
target population, while 80

percent have received their
first dose.
“With the breakthroughs
in the vaccine, we cannot
achieve herd immunity. You
have to vaccinate everybody
for everybody’s safety,” he
said.
Some 15.8 million people
nationwide are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 while
21.3 million have yet to receive their second dose as of
Wednesday, according to government data. ABS-CBN
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PCCI hopes full
reopening of economy
AS MORE Filipinos are
getting vaccinated against
the coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19), the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce Industry (PCCI) hopes for a full
reopening of the economy
once the country achieves
population protection.
“PCCI wishes for the full
opening of the economy even
if the herd immunity threshold is unmet due to the moving and elusive target of 50
to 100 percent inoculation
of the population,” the country’s largest business group
said in statement Tuesday.
PCCI acting president
Edgardo Lacson has welcomed the government’s
move to implement granular lockdowns in Metro Manila, instead of wider-scope
community
quarantine

measures.
Lacson said the granular lockdown now removes
the discrimination between
essential and non-essential
economic activities.

“It is a tacit admission
by authorities that they will
henceforth abandon the intermittent and harmful regional lockdown protocol,”
he added.

But Lacson said any
form of lockdown, whether region-wide or granular, remains disruptive and
a disincentive to business
operations.

PHILIPPINE Statistics
Authority (PSA) data shows
that prices of basic goods
climbed at a faster rate in August with food and household
commodity costs leading the
climb.
PSA chief Dennis Mapa,
said that inflation stood at
4.9% during the month compared to rates of 4% in July
this year — the first time it
fell within the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ target 2-4%
band for 2021 and 2.4% in

August last year.
The latest pace also
dwells within the 4.1-4.9%
range that the BSP pegged
for the month.
“The latest outturn is
consistent with the BSP’s
assessment that inflation
could settle close to the high
end of the target range in the
near term before decelerating back to within the target
range by year end,” it said in
a statement.
Food and non-alcoholic

beverages
saw
inflation
quicken in August to
6.5%, with meat, fish and
vegetables driving the faster
rate.
Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels also
logged a quicker pace during
the month at 3.1%, driven by
LPG prices, electricity and
rentals. Restaurant and miscellaneous goods likewise recorded a faster rate at 3.8%.
The BSP earlier said
higher prices for LPG, Mer-

alco electricity and key food
items along with a weaker
peso are the primary sources
of upward price pressures for
August.
The central bank also
noted an uptick in global
commodity costs caused by
bottlenecks in supply chains
and recovery in demand
“could lend upside pressures” on inflation.
Moreover, the rise of
new coronavirus variants
— resulting in stricter lock-

“Many health experts
claim it is impossible to
achieve herd immunity as
the virus keeps mutating and
the vaccine is always behind
the curve. The Covid-19 virus
and its variants will be here
forever but it can be contained by simply observing
prescribed health protocols
of masking, handwashing,
and social distancing,” he
said.
The PCCI chief also underscored the need to accelerate vaccination efforts
throughout the country to
achieve population protection and avoid further lockdowns in the future.
“We must remove our
overblown fear of this virus
and the even greater fear of
another lockdown,” he said.
PNA

Inflation accelerates to 4.9% in August

downs and delays in the
economy’s reopening — may
present downside risks on
both demand and inflation,
it added.
“Looking ahead, the BSP
stands ready to maintain its
accommodative
monetary
stance for as long as necessary to support the economy’s sustained recovery
to the extent that the inflation outlook would allow,”
said the central bank. CNN
PHILIPPINES

Extended school closures could lead to trillions in losses
THE National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA) warned that prolonged closure of schools
amid the COVID-19 crisis
could lead to trillions of pesos in lost productivity in the
decades ahead.
“We have an estimate
that productivity loss over the
next 40 years is going to be
around P11 trillion pesos for
the one year where we had no
face-to-face schooling,” Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl Chua told senators,
noting the period refers to an
individual’s entire life span in
the labor force.

Chua emphasized the lack
of face-to-face classes will
hamper students’ ability to
learn, which will permanently
affect the said life span.
The NEDA chief also
clarified why the agency’s
projection is different from the
Asian
Development Bank’s
P1.9-trillion estimate in losses
caused by the
yearlong
shutdown of schools.
“There
are
some
assumption
differenc-

es. For instance, they did
not adjust for inflation over
the 40 years. And also, they
were using a data source. But
we have clarified that, and I
think they have agreed that
the amount would be much

bigger than their initial estimate,” Chua said.
NEDA has consistently
pushed for the pilot of faceto-face classes, with Chua
even saying they have presented the matter to the country’s pandemic response task force
multiple times.
“Unfortunately, every time we
try to start the pilot, there is a new
surge,” he added.
Chua was referring to the planned
pilot of physical
classes in low-

risk areas in January, which
President Rodrigo Duterte
shelved in February due to
the Alpha and Beta variants’
threat. The President again
thumbed down a similar proposal in June because of the
feared Delta variant.
Malacañang earlier said
Duterte “may allow” the pilot
testing of face-to-face classes
in areas with low COVID-19
infection tallies.
The new school year
- which begins on September 13 - will still utilize remote learning as physical
classes remain barred. CNN
PHILIPPINES
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Telemedicine ordinance
in Cebu City

RESIDENTS of Cebu
City can now benefit from
virtual medical consultation
services through an ordinance that would provide
telemedicine.
Councilor Alvin Dizon
authored an ordinance establishing a system of telemedicine services in the
Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) and City Health
Department (CHD), using optimum technology in
healthcare settings to connect health care providers
to those who are “geographically situated in remote or
underserved communities.
The ordinance caters to
those who cannot afford the
services of private healthcare institutions but still
continue to seek life-prolonging maintenance medical services for their illnesses and those who suffer from
mobility restrictions.
“The use of telemedicine
helps overcome distance and
geographic barriers as well
as a consequential and necessary adjustment to the new

normal of providing clinical
healthcare from a distance
given the restrictions imposed by the current global
health crisis as far as people’s
mobility is concerned, which
have inconvenienced people
from seeking in-person consultation,” said Dizon.
The city government

shall provide the means for
enabling such services and
systems including assistance
support, medical appointment, and monitoring and
diagnostics.
The standard for telemedicine practice by the
health care providers in
CCMC and CHD shall be

governed by the Department
of Health (DOH), University of the Philippines-Manila
(UPM) Joint Memorandum
Circular (JMC)No. 20000001 entitled “Telemedicine
Practice Guidelines” issued
on June 08, 2020, and the
Philippine Medical Association’s “Telemedicine Guid-

ance for Physicians in the
Philippines.”
“The use of telecommunication technology for
telemedicine services shall
guarantee the integrity, security, and confidentiality
of information,” said the
ordinance.
The city government
would also conduct a comprehensive campaign to
communities to promote
awareness on telemedicine,
its quality of healthcare, and
the services and treatments
that can be done through
telemedicine.
Under the ordinance, a
budget of P5 million will be
allocated for the program
from the city’s annual budget upon implementation.
The ordinance now
awaits the signature of
Mayor Edgardo Labella for
implementation.
Dizon hopes the mayor
signs this ordinance as this
would bring medical services closer to areas where it
may be physically difficult to
reach. CEBU CITY PIO

THE Cebu City Police Office (CCPO) does not recommend lifting the liquor ban
in the city even as the city
has been reclassified to General Community Quarantine
(GCQ).
Police Lieutenant Colonel
Wilbert Parilla, deputy director for operations of CCPO,

said that allowing drinking
sprees in public areas is one
of the major contributors to
COVID-19 transmission.
This move was supported
by health professionals who
share the same observation
with them.
Parilla was happy to announce that since the start of

the GCQ last September 8,
they have not recorded any
violations of the liquor ban
or mandated health protocols by bars and restaurants
in the city.
But Parilla said they
are not putting their guards
down and they will continue
to make sure that health pro-

tocols are strictly observed.
Drinking liquor in public is prohibited but buying
liquors from establishments
allowed to sell them is okay
if these are consumed inside
residences.
Parilla said that the police
department is firm in their
commitment to intensify

their inspection and monitoring during weekends.
It was observed that the
number of apprehensions
dropped starting in the last
few days of August until now.
Majority of the most recent violations involved failure to follow the curfew hours
and not wearing face masks.

CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael Rama is adamant
that the privileges the city
has given to vaccinated individuals to be served in operating establishments are
legal and justified.
This as Department of
Interior and Local Government (DILG) Undersecretary Epimaco Densing recently said that he will be
asking Cebu City to recant
their policy on favoring
only vaccinated individuals

to enjoy certain services of
establishments.
Densing said that local
government units (LGU)
cannot implement any policy that limits the movement
of non-vaccinated individuals while giving free passes to those who have been
vaccinated.
“It cannot happen right
now. The government cannot implement such a policy. The Department of Justice has given its opinion

that until everyone is given
the opportunity to be vaccinated, we cannot impose
bakuna bubbles,” Densing
said.
But Rama said he finds
no reason to recant the policy since the Interagency
Task Force (IATF) has not
prohibited LGUs from placing such restrictions in the
local policies.
The vice mayor signed
the executive order on September 7, 2021, in his ca-

pacity as acting mayor then,
saying that the business sector recommended the policy
to encourage more people to
get vaccinated.
To recall, the Commission on Human Rights in
Central Visayas (CHR-7)
is already drafting a policy
that LGUs can use as basis
for policies referring to segregation of vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals.
This policy has yet to be
released.

Rama said that the policy is intended to help the
economy while encouraging
more people to get vaccinated, hitting two birds with
one stone.
Rama will meet with
DILG Secretary Eduardo Año
and Undersecretary Densing
on September 13, 2021, to
talk about the policy.
Rama is in Manila right
now as he is on official leave
until September 14, 2021.

No lifting of liquor ban even with GCQ

Privileges for vaccinated individuals legal
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Over 800 registrants in Cebu City
on first day of mall registration
THE Commission on
Elections (Comelec) in Cebu
City served over 800 individuals during the launch
of their mall registration on
September 9, 2021, in Ayala
Center Cebu.
The two district offices
of the Comelec, North and
South District, has transferred their voter registrations to the malls to accommodate more people on
the last three weeks of the
registration.
Omar Sharif Mamalinta,
election officer of Comelec
Cebu City, told CDN Digital
that North District served
531 individuals while the
South District served 366
individuals on the first day
alone.
The mall registration
will continue on until September 30, 2021, in different venues such as SM Seaside Cebu, SM City Cebu,
Robinsons Cybergate, Robinsons Galleria, Ayala Center Cebu, and Ayala Central
Bloc.
The schedules of which
will be announced on the
Comelec North District and
South District Facebook
pages.

Mamalinta said the
number of registrants on
September 9, 2021, was far
greater than the average
number of individuals the
two poll offices can serve
daily.

Without the constraint
of small space, thereby limiting the number of individuals processing for the day
with respect to social distancing, the Comelec was
able to accommodate more

registrants.
“It’s a huge leap considering nga dako gyod
ang space sa mall like Ayala. Mas daghan gyod ta
ma-accommodate,”
said
Mamalinta.

The Comelec Cebu City
expects that more registrants will be accommodated until September 30,
2021, with the large space
provided by malls.
The mall registration
accepts various appointments such as first-time
voter registration, transfer
of registration records, and
reactivation of registration
records.
Registrants are encouraged to set an appointment
online so that their visit
may be cut short by avoiding filling up forms at the
site.
However,
Mamalinta
said the Comelec mall registration kiosks would accept walk-ins because of the
limited time left for registration, which is only until
September 30, 2021.
Comelec are encouraging those, who have yet
to be registered, to set an
appointment and grab the
chance for the mall registration so that they can be
registered voters before the
deadline and before they
lose their chance to vote in
the next 2022 national and
local elections.

House-to-house giving of fund aid to PWDs starts Sept. 18: Labella
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella said that
the house-to-house distribution of financial assistance for persons with
disability (PWDs) for the
month of June, July, Au-

gust and September 2021
will start on September 18.
In his Facebook account, Labella said that
last September 8, he signed
Executive Order No. 143
that established the guide-

lines for the distribution of
PWDs financial assistance.
He said that every PWD
will receive P4,000 as financial assistance for the
said four months.
Labella urged recipi-

Niches built in cemeteries, says Guardo
CEBU City Councilor Jerry Guardo said that they are
now constructing additional
niches in various cemeteries
after they were alarmed of
the increase in the number of
deaths, most of them due to
Covid-19.
Guardo, chairman of the
Committee on Infrastructure, said the cemeteries are
overwhelmed, and despite
the recent decrease of deaths
due to Covid-19, we are
tasked to construct niches.
He said they are soliciting the assistance from the
private sector to help the

Cebu City Government to
provide enough niches in
various cemeteries.
Guardo said there are
unfinished niches in the
Cabantan area in Mabolo.
“We have turned about
eight niches there, and on
the same day, four bodies of
persons who died of Covid
and four other persons who
died of other diseases were
accommodated immediately.
Puno lang sab dayon,” Guardo said.
He said that Landmasters Land Developers has
pledged to help the Cebu

City Government in constructing more niches in the
cemeteries.
“Landmasters will construct more than 200 niches. The methodology of the
construction is to cast the
niches. We have doubled
our efforts amid pandemic. We have tied-up with the
Catholic church which owns
majority of the existing cemeteries. The construction is
fast so we can also accommodate new deaths under. The
donors will consider their act
as corporate social responsibility. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

ent PWDs to bring identification card (ID), ballpen
and landmarks near their
residences so they can be
immediately traced by disbursing officers.
“Don’t forget to wear
face masks and spray alcohol into hands and body
among others as indicated
in the health protocol due
to the Covid-19 pandemic,”
Labella said.
Of all LGUs, the Cebu
City Government is giving
P1,000 every month to each
of PWDs and Senior Citizens or a total of P12,000
financial assistance to each
PWD and senior citizens every year.
Businessman Philip N.
Tan, the past president of
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI)
and management representative to the Regional Tripartite Wages and Produc-

tivity Board (RTWPB), said
that he employed PWDs in
his company to help them
find a good job.
Atty.
Josephus
B.
Jimenez said that he hopes
other businessmen will follow the example of Tan to
give dignity to the PWDs.
The financial assistance
for senior citizens is given
to them at the end of every
quarter.
During the time of then
Mayor Tomas R. Osmeña,
the financial assistance of
senior citizens was P500
each or P6,000 a year. This
was increased by then Mayor Michael “Mike” Rama of
Partido Barug.
Jeffrey Ocampo, the
chief of the Office of the
Senior
Citizens
Affairs
(OSCA) said that there is
now about 86,000 senior
citizens in Cebu City. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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PDP-Laban in Bohol
stays united

DESPITE the chaos of
having two “wings” at the national level, the local leaders
of the Partido Demokratiko
ng Pilipinas (PDP)-Lakas ng
Bayan (Laban) remain one
and solid.
This was the statement of
Bohol Gov. Arthur Yap during
the virtual press conference
on Sept. 10, 2021.
He said that the activities
of the national PDP-Laban
leadership are not going to
cause significant impact to
party members here in the
province.
He added that the current
political alignments will stay.
He said it is more important to focus, and work harder in order to respond better
against the challenges of the
Coronavirus disease (Covid)
pandemic.
Yap said that although

he is aligned with the Duterte-Cusi faction of the PDP-Laban, at the local level, the factions decided to field common
candidates.
“Unique ang sitwasyon
nato sa lalawigan sa Bohol.
Dakong pasalamat nako nga
si Dr. Doloreich Dumaluan

ug ang inyohang gobernador
maayo ang relasyon. Ug nagdisisyon kaming duha nga
kabahin sa PDP-Laban sa local level mag-uban ang candidates sa tanang wings sa PDP
[Laban], so when it comes to
local candidates for PDP-Laban in the local level, Dr.

Dumaluan and myself have
decided na unified ang among
mga candidates all over the
province,” the governor said.
Dumaluan for his part,
echoed what Yap said in
terms of the relations of the
factions within the party in
the local level.

LAND reform beneficiaries may hold the titles of
their lands, but they cannot
sell or lease their lands until
after ten years, when these
lots given to them have been
fully paid for by them.
Bohol Department of
Agrarian Reform (DAR)
Chief and Provincial Agrarian Reform Field Officer-In-Charge, Dr. Ronald
Pumatong issued this to
warn potential buyers of this
faulty practice which often
end up in suits.
Pumatong said that

farmer beneficiaries of the
country’s land reform program are issued Certificates
of Land Ownership Award
(CLOA) or Emancipation
Patent (EP) as a proof of
ownership claims of an agricultural land from DAR.
But CLOA beneficiaries,
under agrarian reform law
are prohibited from selling,
transferring, or leasing the
rights of the land use he has
benefitted.
Pumatong added that
farmer-beneficiaries
can
only sell the land after 10

years and or only after the
original owner has been
compensated.
While CLOAs put the
land legally under the name
of the owner or the beneficiary, it has some conditions and restrictions under
the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law (CARL) and
other applicable laws, which
include the limitations of
the selling or transferring of
ownership of the CLOA land
to other people.
The issue surfaced after
DAR noted that some bene-

ficiaries, who need money,
sell portions of their awarded
lands, unmindful of the law
that binds them to the land
for ten years.
Furthermore, by law, the
transferability of the CLOA
can be done by succession,
or if the family then does not
have anyone interested in

The former Panglao mayor said he is optimistic that
the Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) will resolve the
row within the party, which
resulted in the appearance of
two wings, one led by President Duterte and Energy
Sec. Alfonso Cusi and the
Pacquiao-Pimentel wing, led
by Sen. Manny Pacquiao and
Sen. Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel III.
Despite this, Yap said the
members of the party, in the
local level, are united.
The governor is the acknowledged leader of the
Padayon Bol-anon, which is
a broad coalition of national
political parties.
The coalition is also bannered by Cong. Edgar Chatto
of the Liberal Party and Vice
Gov. Rene Relampagos of the
National Unity Party. PR

CLOA beneficiaries cannot sell land awarded

Faith-based tourism for Bohol
BOHOL will embark
on a different kind of tourism concept factoring in on
the province’s marvelous
history and the Boholanos’
profound religiosity.
Gov. Arthur Yap and Tagbilaran Bishop Alberto Uy
signed a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) on Sept.
6, 2021 at the Capitol for the
faith-based tourism in Bohol,
according to a report from the
Provincial Information and
Media Relations (PRIMER),
released on Sept. 9, 2021.
Earlier, the Sangguni-

ang Panlalawigan (SP) gave
Yap the authority to sign
the MOA with the Diocese
of Tagbilaran for the faithbased tourism program--eyed as an extra attraction
to the province once tourism
activities return to normal.
Yap said it is important to develop tour packages to highlight the heritage
churches of Bohol.
“Bohol is not the tourism
of big shopping consumerism
and casinos. Bohol is more
true to its soul when it leverages faith, history, music, the

arts and culture, as the defining character of its tourism,”
Yap said in a statement following the MOA signing.
Witnessing the signing
were Lucas Nunag of the
Provincial Tourism Council;
Jeremy Barnes, director general of the National Museum
of the Philippines; Audrey
Tomada, head of the National
Museum-Bohol; John Titus
Vistal, head of the Provincial
Planning and Development
Office; and Josephine Cabarrus, head of the Bohol Tourism Office. PRIMER

making the land productive,
DAR or LandBank can regain
the land and award it to qualified beneficiaries.
Pumatong warns that
when a beneficiary sells the
awarded land, which is illegal, he could end up divested
of the land award. BOHOL ISLAND NEWS

Chatto pushes budget
for Tarsier conservation

FIRST District Congressman Edgar Chatto
pushed for the budget allocation for programs of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), more particularly
for the conservation of the
Tarsier.
Chatto met with Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) Forester Ariel Rica
together with Tagbilaran
Community Environment
and Natural Resources Officer (CENRO) Elena Suarez
and Planning Officer Forester Joan Estorpe in his Balilihan sub-office to discuss
proposed priorities of the

agency in the 2022 General
Appropriations Act.
He also talked with Regional Director Pacquito
Melicor and Assistant Regional Director Charlie Fabre to discuss priority programs to Bohol.
With the budget hearing
ongoing, Chatto talked with
DENR USec. Mitch Cuna.
The DENR is set to appear before the Budget
Hearing Conference with
the Committee on Appropriations in Congress on Monday, September 13, 2021.
Chatto is the current
chairperson of the House
Committee
on
Climate
Change. BOHOL TRIBUNE
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Bitcoin now El Salvador’s
legal currency

EL SALVADOR officially
adopted bitcoin as a legal currency on Tuesday, becoming
the first country to do so. Chivo is the government’s digital
wallet app that allows Salvadoran citizens to transact in
the volatile cryptocurrency.
Bitcoin can now be used as
a legal tender for any business
that can support and process
transactions with it. While the
financial world awaits how El
Salvador executes the rollout,
the country’s president, Nayib
Bukele, said that there would
be a “learning curve.”
“Every road to the future
is like this and not everything
will be achieved in a day, or in
a month. But we must break
the paradigms of the past, “he
tweeted in Spanish. “El Salvador has the right to advance
towards the first world.”

Bitcoin’s first official
day as a legal currency in
El Salvador hit some snags.
On Tuesday morning, Chivo
was temporarily disconnected to “increase the capacity
of its [computer] servers,”
Bukele said, as Salvadorans
rushed to use the app, which
gave out users $30 worth
of the cryptocurrency after
signing up. As bitcoin prices
were falling during hitches
with Chivo, Bukele said the
country bought 150 more of
the cryptocurrency at a “discount” after purchasing 400
bitcoins a day earlier.
Bukele championed the
cryptocurrency as a way for
Salvadoran citizens to easily
send and receive money from
abroad since El Salvador’s
economy depends heavily on
remittances. CBS

Google ramps up cloud collab tools for business
GOOGLE on Wednesday ramped up cloud collaboration tools for businesses,
expecting “hybrid” work routines to remain even after the
pandemic has ended.
The internet titan competes with Microsoft, Zoom,
Facebook and others with online services that employees
can use to collaborate remotely.
Tech giants turned to their
own tools after abandoning

campuses early in the pandemic, which fueled a fierce
remote work trend.
“We’ve seen a radical
transformation, and a lot of
that transformation is here to
stay,” Google product management director Dave Citron
said during a briefing on new
Workspace offerings.
“But I think it is too early
to say that the 40-hour work
week in a cubicle is perma-

nently dead across all industries and regions.”
Major tech companies
themselves have postponed
workers returning to offices and
expect the new norm to become
“hybrid” routines that mix being
on-site with working remotely.
Google said it has created
a hybrid work handbook for
how to take advantage of tools,
as well as software for employees to conduct efficient meet-

Taliban unveil interim govt

TWENTY years after being ousted by American forces, the Taliban on Tuesday
unveiled an interim government dominated by the militant group’s old guard.
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid announced
at a news conference that
Hassan Akhund had been
appointed acting prime minister. Akhund headed the
Taliban government in Kabul during the last years of its
previous rule, The Associated
Press reported.
One of the founding
members of the Taliban and
its political leader, Abdul
Ghani Baradar, was named
acting deputy prime minister.

Sirajuddin
Haqqani, leader of the powerful
Haqqani network, which the
U.S. considers a terrorist organization, was named acting
interior minister. Mohammad Yaqoob, son of Mullah
Omar, the one-eyed cleric
who founded the Taliban and
died in 2013, was appointed
acting defense minister.
The timing of the announcement was striking,
coming almost 20 years to
the day after 9/11, which
precipitated the American
invasion after the Taliban
government refused to hand
over the attacks’ architect,
Al Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden.

Mujahid said the declaration of the interim government is not final as these are
acting positions.
There were no non-Taliban figures immediately announced — an indication that
the militants had not bowed
to domestic and international
pressure to create an inclusive regime.
The group has been tightening its hold on Afghanistan, and this week declared
it was in control of Panjshir
province, the last holdout
of anti-Taliban forces in the
country after their sweep of
Afghanistan last month.
Their claims were refuted
by the resistance forces that

ings no matter where they are
working from.
“We’re really excited to
bring this to our customers to
give them some best practices
as they’re working to redesign
their offices,” Citron said.
Google also announced
enhancements to its Workspace portfolio that integrate
the tech giant’s apps for meetings, email, calendars, documents, chat and more.

“As some people return
to the office, teams need that
ability to flexibly collaborate
from anywhere, anytime,”
said Workspace senior director of product management
Sanaz Ahari.
“The innovations we’re
bringing to customers today
help bridge the gaps of virtual
and in-person collaboration,”
Ahari added. THE ECONOMIC
TIMES

Gates buys hotel
chain for $2.2B

Microsoft founder Bill Gates’ investment fund reached
a deal to acquire a controlling stake in the luxury hotel
chain Four Seasons for $2.2 billion.
Under the deal, Cascade Investments, a private investment firm holding Gates’ assets, will increase its holding
in Four Seasons Hotel and Resorts to 71.25 percent from
47.5 percent by purchasing half of the stake belonging to
Kingdom Holding Co. of Saudi Arabia.
The transaction means the Canadian company overall
has an enterprise value of $10 billion, Four Seasons said
in the news release.
Founded in 1960 by Isadore Sharp, Four Seasons now
has 121 hotels and resorts, and 46 residential properties in
47 countries.
said they were still fighting
the militants in the area.
Ahmad Massoud, the
son of an iconic anti-Taliban

fighter, posted a defiant audio
message to social media, calling for a national “uprising”
against the Taliban. NBC

