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Pink rallies in Cebu herald a developing bandwagon

The estimated 30,000
combined turnout of mobilizations during the Cebu
sortie of the tandem of Vice
President Leni Robredo and
Senator Kiko Pangilinan has
set a standard for rallies in
this vote-rich island.
Robredo and Pangilinan
graced well-attended mini
rallies in a fishing village in
Barangay Tangke and the
St. Scholastica Academy in
Barangay Tabunok, Talisay
City. Similar rallies were
held in Argao town and Toledo cities.
Atty. Francisco Amit,
a member of the parallel
group Leni Tanging Pag-asa
Cebu, estimated the crowd
at the Southwestern University SWU-Phinma grounds
at 20,000.
“For a better Cebu. For
a better Philippines. There’s
no other way. Leni Robredo for president. No more
Marcos. No more Duterte,”
said former mayor Tomas
Osmeña as he addressed the
crowd in SWU.
The trendsetting Cebuano crowds herald the developing bandwagon in Cebu,
says the Leni-Ace-Junjun
Movement. This is a local
grassroots crusade in the

Province of Cebu supporting
the candidacy of Vice President Robredo, former tourism secretary Ace Durano,
and Vice Gov. Hilario ‘Junjun’ Davide III.
The
Leni-Ace-Junjun
Movement joined the mobilizations in Tangke, St.
Scholastica Academy, and
SWU.
The movement likewise
joined Leni-Kiko supporters who organized a caravan from Bogo City, Carmen

town, Danao City, Compostela, and Liloan as they mobilized for the grand show
of force at the Southwestern
University (SWU) football
field in the evening.
Robredo and Pangilinan
first went first to a fishing
village in Tangke, Talisay
City, a community that could
be described as “laylayan.”
The fishing community
had launched two pink fluvial parades expressing support for her candidacy. The

fisherfolk also conducted
a community-wide protest
last year against a private
container port and reclamation a few hundred meters
away.
The private container
port and reclamation project is owned by Lucio Co of
PureGold and Johnny Lee
Ng of Davao City. Inaugurated only in 2018, the port
had grown into a 25-hectare
facility with dump trucks
dumping tons of anapog

daily.
Vice Gov. Junjun Davide said he accompanied
Ace Durano several times at
the fishing community. This
happened when Davide and
Davide firmed up their Cebu
Priority Development Agenda (CPDA) which they incorporated in their “A Better
Cebu” Roadmap.
Vice Gov. Davide went
with Vice President Robredo
and Sen. Pangilinan as they
graced provincial rallies in
Talisay, Argao, and Toledo.
Davide’s father, retired
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. had issued a statement describing Robredo as
“heaven-sent.”
Robredo, in her speech
before
the
jampacked
20,000 mass at the SWU
football field, said Cebu gave
her 500,000 votes in 2016.
This enabled her to overtake
the lead of Bongbong Marcos, the son of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, to
win as vice president.
The
Leni-Ace-Junjun
movement has vowed to
work for the resounding victory of the Leni-Kiko and
Ace-Junjun tandems in the
Province of Cebu this May 9,
2022.
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Claim your plates,
Caindec appeals to owners

THOUSANDS of vehicle number plates remained
unclaimed by owners despite
several announcements by the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7 since last year.
LTO 7 Regional Director Victor Emmanuel Caindec said during the holidays
in Cebu City, last February
24 for the charter, and February 25 for the commemoration of EDSA Revolution,
they put a skeletal force at
LTO Plate Release Office SM
Seaside. However, the total
clients who claimed number
plates were not more than 50
people.
In an interview with Yagyagan program over DYRC
radio, Caindec said that he
thinks it’s hard to appeal to the
vehicle owners to claim their
number plates.
“We were told that some
vehicle owners cannot claim
their number plates during
weekdays because they have

jobs to attend to. So, LTO is
open on Saturdays, still, they
did not claim. We open on
Saturdays and Sundays, only
a few claimed. We opened

on holidays, only a few also
claimed,” Caindec said.
Caindec said that maybe
the vehicle owners want the
number plates to be deliv-

ered to their houses, door to
door. But this is impossible
without additional cost for the
government.
“I remind the vehicle own-

ers that they are not paying
the delivery fee to the government. If the LTO will charge
a delivery fee, they will complain,” Caindec said.
Caindec said that they
initially talked with the good
vehicle dealers, excluding the
unscrupulous ones. He told
the dealers that if ever LTO
will release the number plates
through them, they should refrain from asking plate releasing fee.
He said that if the name in
the plate number is not anymore the owner of the vehicle,
due to sale or donation, the
dealer and the present owner
may just execute an affidavit
which is allowed by law.
Caindec warned that if
the vehicle owners will not
claim their number plates,
they will be apprehended
soon by LTO traffic enforcers
once the “operation against
no number plates” will begin.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Ex-DOH counsel to promote health, education
A FORMER legal counsel
of the Department of Health
(DOH) 7 is now running for
councilor in Cebu City North
with a banner to promote
health and education.
Atty. Melvin Legaspi,
son of former Cebu City
Councilor Manuel Legaspi,
said that as a young citizen
and as a former development worker, his main platform is education especially
the welfare of students.
Legaspi is a candidate

for councilor in Cebu City
North under the political
alliance of Partido Barug of
Cebu City Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama, Partido Panaghiusa of Atty. Joey Daluz
and Partido Kusog of vice
mayoralty candidate Atty.
Raymond Alvin Garcia.
“The flagship project
that I will bring to the Cebu
City Council is certain reform on education. We have
existing programs of the
City Government focused

on education like giving
supplemental to students
like free school supplies,
shoes, uniforms,” Legaspi
said.
He said considering that
the platform of Partido Barug is constructing buildings
for Cebu City College and
considering that there is a
law for free college tuition
for college education in government colleges and universities, he expects that the
number of professionals in

Cebu City will tremendously
increase.
“There is a correlative
study that if you give more
free access to education,
there’s a big chance that the
number of professionals will
increase and their income
will also be high,” Legaspi
said.
Speaking of public college, the Cebu City Government has started the
groundwork the details of
which are with the Local

School Board.
“If I will be elected as
city councilor and will be
given the chance to serve,
I will push for more benefits to the students so that
there will be no reason for
any child to stop schooling,”
Legaspi said.
He said that it’s challenging to send the children
to school because of the
health pandemic. And they
will try their best to help
them. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

tions to allow customers to
social distance one seat apart
from each other. Bringing of
food inside will be prohibited

for now, although drinking
water will be allowed in consideration of possible emergencies and health risks. PR

SM Cinema reopens in Cebu
AFTER years of anticipation, moviegoers can now
watch the biggest hits on the
silver screen as SM Cinema is
back. This time, the mall has
made it safer and more comfortable for the public. The
cinemas of SM City Cebu reopened to the public on Feb.
23.
As one of the first establishments to acquire a Safety
Seal, SM remains committed
to the safety and wellbeing of

its mallgoers. A health and
safety officer will be present
for every screening while
movie theaters will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized
regularly.
SM released the following
guidelines for cinema-goers:
Safety protocols will be
strictly implemented within
the cinemas.
They must also wear
well-fitted face masks at
all times. Face shields

are non-mandatory and
voluntary.
Temperature and symptoms will be checked upon
mall entry.
SM Cinema is making every step of the cinema experience as contactless as possible to give customers what
they’re ultimately looking for
these days—a safe and clean
environment.
Reopened SM Cinemas
will have capacity restric-
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Working hard for victory,
says Durano

Gubernatorial candidate
Joseph Ace Durano said that
while incumbent Cebu Vice
Governor Hilario Davide III
is a sure winner in the coming May 9, 2022, election, he
still works hard for his (Durano) victory.
Speaking before the officers and members of the
Cebu Province Association
of Accredited Cooperatives
(CPAAC), Durano said that
he was elated when Davide
told their audience during
meetings that “if you don’t
vote Durano, do not vote for
me also.”
Durano said that it was
Davide who convinced him to
run for governor of Cebu and
assured him of his full support
once he will win for governor.
“I can assure you that I
will be your partner in governing Cebu for the betterment
of our constituents,” Durano
quoted Davide.
Durano said that he told

Davide that he will only run
for governor if he (Davide)
will seek reelection.
“Vice Governor Davide

and I have already agreed on
what programs to implement
that will benefit all people.
Davide is an easy person to

approach and he will listen to
those who have something to
tell him. During Davide’s governorship, the people could

come in and out at Capitol,”
Durano said.
When Davide was the
governor, he gave each of the
more than 60 CPAAC members tents, tables, chairs.
TV sets, water dispensers,
and photocopying machines
among others.
Davide also allocated P15
million for the construction
of a four-story CPAAC building which was stopped by the
present governor without any
explanation.
Durano said he will continue the construction of that
CPAAC building so the more
than 60 cooperatives can
benefit from it, and even add
more funds for the project
that will include the furniture
and fixtures.
“Davide and I know the
importance of cooperatives
and their contribution to improving the living status of
cooperators,” Durano said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Senate needs Dra. Padilla, says shipowner, environmentalist
Shipping owner Jose
Emery Roble and environment advocate Dr. Nerito
Martinez said that Dra. Minguita Padilla deserves to become a senator because the
Senate needs a medical doctor to pass laws on health.
Padilla has practiced eye
treatment and has cured the
eyes of Martinez’s and Roble’s mothers. Both were
asked by eye doctors in
Cebu to allocate more than
P200,000 for an immediate

eye operation.
But when they sought a
second opinion of Padilla,
she only prescribed an eye
drop for 30 days worth P320,
and their problem was gone.
When Padilla was a director of Philhealth, she criticized the agency for unreasonable spending. When she
headed the Philippine Eye
Bank, the eyesight of several
blind people was restored.
In a press conference at
Bai Hotel in Mandaue City,

Padilla said that once she
will win as a senator, she will
immediately convene the
Oversight Committee in the

Senate and get updates on
the implementation of the
Universal Health Care Act.
She said that as a doctor, she
wants to be sure that everybody must benefit from that
law even the poorest among
the poor.
She said the Philhealth members of the indigent families
must be subsidized by the
government.
On the other hand, Padilla said that if she becomes
senator, she will convene the

Senate Oversight Committee
on the Rice Tariffication Law
to determine its impact on
the local rice farmers.
“We must prevent the rampant importation of rice and
the government must support local rice production so
the country can be food sufficient in the future,” Padilla
said.
Padilla is the daughter of
the late Supreme Court Senior Justice Teodoro Padilla.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DTI Cebu gives post-Odette aid to 671 MSMEs
AT LEAST 671 Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Cebu received
business aid from the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) after Typhoon Odette
swept the entire country to
devastation two months ago.
DTI distributed negosyo
kits to more than 600 MSMEs
operating in 6 Cebu towns to
help their businesses recover
from the ill effects of Typhoon
Odette.
These towns were: Argao
– 135, San Fernando – 130,

Dumanjug – 125, Barili – 103,
Pinamungajan – 100 and Ginatilan – 78.
The negosyo kits worth
P8, 000 each were distributed through the agency’s Pangkabuhayan sa Pagbangon at
Ginhawa Program (PPG).
The DTI in an advisory
said, “The PPG program is a
livelihood seeding and entrepreneurship development
program for micro-enterprises, with priority in areas affected by fire incidents
and other calamities such as

typhoons and health disasters like outbreaks, epidemics, and pandemics such as
COVID-19.”
“It is a post-disaster response mechanism to address
the need for continued economic activities in the affected areas,” it added.
In line with this, the DTI
Negosyo Center has organized seminars on Entrepreneurial Development and
Simple Bookkeeping to help
MSMEs improve their business operations.

DISTRIBUTION of negosyo kits at Pinamungajan.
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The surveys are right
Many Kakampinks
claim the huge pink
rallies in Cebu, Iloilo,
Cagayan de Oro, and Iligan prove the surveys
showing huge leads by
the Uniteam tandem
former senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
Davao City Mayor Inday
Sara
Duterte-Carpio
wrong.
Weekly Notes
But I disagree. The Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
surveys are snapshots of
the political situation at a particular time. Of course, I do
not discount bias built into how the surveys were crafted.
Then we look at the situation when the surveys were done.
They stop there.
Amateurs, many so-called specialists, and even political funders interpret surveys this way. And they make their
decisions based on their skewed interpretation, thinking
they already achieved relative objectivity. However, being
a strategic communications professional and a political officer, I look at surveys differently.
Consider this. The political-economic-social-cultural
situation transpires in flux. The situation looks chaotic.
It is chaotic. These surveys are ways to make sense of the
chaos. Note though that these surveys are mere snapshots.
A series of these snapshots provide one with a tool to sense
a pattern out of the chaos. We should look at patterns of
the flow of events. Then anticipate.
Okay, enough of the gobbledygook. The surveys are
basically correct. But the Leni momentum has grown
from the emergence of separate networks of volunteers
towards a nascent movement. Feel the energy of the
rallies. Lahi ra gyud sa mga binayran. Unless stopped
this early, the momentum will turn into an unstoppable
bandwagon come April.
The Marcos-Duterte Uniteam needs to consolidate
and protect its lead, lest it goes into a free fall like de Venecia in 1998, Villar in 2010, and Binay in 2016.
One, the Uniteam needs to distance itself from the
Pharmally issue being pounded by pro-Leni senator Dick
Gordon. Ely Baquero and I had the opportunity of talking
with Sen. Gordon during dinner at Harold’s Hotel last
week. I sensed that the senator would continue to push the
Senate probe into this multi-billion anomaly. Second, all
the other political camps are attacking the dictator’s son.
How long will his “pagkakaisa” message and avoiding debates gimmick last? Third, the Isko campaign is raiding the
BBM-Sara camp. Many identified with the Run-Sara-Run
drive last year and MRRD leaders now support Manila
Mayor Isko Moreno. Other Sara supporters are also going
to Robredo (ROSA) and Sen. Manny Pacquiao (MASA).
(Emmanuel Mongaya, PRWorks Inc. co-founder and
strategic communications director, is a director of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM
me @anol_cebu)
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Why prefer slavery?
Many Filipinos apparently prefer slavery if powerful foreign countries would
invade our land. This can
be gleaned from social media comments condemning
those who choose to fight like
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
Ukrainian
president
Zelensky donned the military uniform and chose to
fight the Russian army. He
showed himself on social
media to disprove Russian
media propaganda that he
already fled.
The video has gone viral
on social media. “We’re all
here. Our military is here.
Citizens in society are here.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

We’re all here defending our
independence, our country,
and it will stay this way,” Zelensky said, standing outside
the presidency building.
However, there are Filipinos who rebuked those
who praised Zelensky and
hold him as an example in
the face of the possibility of a
war with China over the West
Philippine Sea.
These Filipinos say the
mindset that exposed fellow
countrymen to the danger
of war with China. They advocate the policy of appeasing China lest it resorts to
violence.
However,
Zelensky
shows the way in the face of

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero
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an invasion. He prefers to
fight and even die than flee or
surrender Ukraine. He chose
freedom, not slavery.
Closer to the Philippines,
Vietnam had no qualms
about fighting China. After
all, the Third World country had defeated the mighty
United States in their own
fight for freedom.
But then, perhaps we can
just reflect on our “Lupang
Hinirang” that our forefathers sang when they fought
for our own independence.
“Aming ligaya na
‘pag may mang-aapi
Ang mamatay ng
dahil sa iyo.”

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
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SWIFT to Ban Some Russia Banks
After Ukraine’s ‘Blood of Innocents’ Warning
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The United States and
several key allies agreed
Saturday evening they
would expel certain select Russian banks from
the high-security SWIFT
banking system that connects major banking systems all over the world.
This is a complete reversal
by the U.S. and the European allies just two days
after saying they wouldn’t
go as far to recommend a
SWIFT disconnect, which
led the Ukrainian foreign
ministry to say its Western allies would have the
blood of innocent citizens
on their collective hands if
they didn’t act quickly on
SWIFT.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba tweeted that he will
not be diplomatic on this.
Everyone who now doubts
whether Russia should be
banned from SWIFT has to
understand that the blood
of innocent Ukrainian
men, women, and children will be on their hands
too. He further tweeted to
ban Russia from SWIFT,
which is short for Society
for Worldwide Interbank
Financial Telecommunication, an electronic payment

messaging system used by
more than 11,000 banks
across 200 countries, and
it’s considered the gold
standard of instant banking. Although it’s not a
payment system, it’s a way
for banks around the world
to communicate with each
other before exchanging
funds. Expulsion from
SWIFT is the so-called nuclear option designed to
hurt Russia financially, all
in hopes leading to a strategic failure by Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
specifically when it comes
to Russia selling its natural preserves, like oil and
gas. It would also cut them
off from other economies
throughout Europe that relies on the banking system.
The White House joined
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, and the United Kingdom, and the countries
made an announcement
they agreed will collectively ensure that this war is a
strategic failure for Putin.
(Newsweek)
oOo
Alphabet Inc’s Google
barred on Saturday (Feb
26) Russia’s state-owned
media outlet RT and oth-

er channels from receiving money for ads on their
websites, apps, and YouTube videos, similar to a
move by Facebook after
the invasion of Ukraine.
Citing extraordinary circumstances,
Google’s
YouTube unit said it was
pausing a number of channels’ ability to monetise
on YouTube. These included several Russian channels affiliated with recent
sanctions, such as those
by the European Union.
Google added later that it
was also barring Russian
state-funded media outlets
from using its ad technology to generate revenue
on their own websites and
apps. In addition, the Russian media will not be able
to buy ads through Google
Tools or place ads on Google services such as search
and Gmail, spokesman
Michael Aciman said. He
further added that Google
is actively monitoring new
developments and will
take further steps if necessary. (CNA)
oOo
Cryptocurrency
analysts say at least $11m
(£8.2m) has so far been

donated to the Ukrainian
war effort through anonymous Bitcoin donations.
Researchers at Elliptic, a
blockchain analysis company, say the Ukrainian
government, NGOs and
volunteer groups have
raised the money by advertising their Bitcoin wallet addresses online. More
than 4,000 donations have
been made so far, with one
unknown donor gifting
Bitcoin worth $3m to an
NGO. The average (median) donation is $95. On
Saturday afternoon, the
official Twitter account of
the Ukrainian government
posted a message to Stand
with the people of Ukraine.
Now accepting cryptocurrency donations. Bitcoin,
Ethereum, and USDT. It
posted addresses for two
cryptocurrency
wallets
which collected $5.4m
within eight hours. The
Ukrainian Digital Ministry
says the latest call for donations is to help Ukraine
armed forces but would
not elaborate on how the
money would be spent.
(BBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

derstanding the past will
help us navigate the present and the future.
Who were the significant characters of your
past? Are they still with
you? How significant are
they now? As the director
and writer of your own
story, how would you want
your story to be now? As
the main character of your
life story, what is your
role? Are you the hero?
Villain? Rescuer?
What
are the pressing issues?
What are the hopes and
aspirations?
Looking into your life
now, how would you want
the story to progress?
What do you intend the
next episodes to be?
When you have already
recognized what is real

and what is not in your
life, it may be time to resource yourself. Invest in
yourself. Put in more resources to yourself – time,
effort, money, affection.
Resourcing yourself, yet,
staying true to the authentic you, devoid of the
bubble most people wrap
themselves with because
bubbles burst. There are
people who live by performing for others. This
can be very tiring.
You are the main character of the story of your
life. Take the lead role with
grace, dignity, and gusto
with or without the applause and adulation from
the viewers. For what is
important is the joy and
peace within you as you
live the story of your life.

The Story of Your Life

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

If your life is a movie,
what would be its title?
What is the genre of the
movie? What is the song
that will be played as background music? What are
the common themes of the
movie?
Let us start from the
very beginning. As Maria
from The Sound of Music sang, the beginning is
a very good place to start.
What was childhood like
for you? Were you the anticipated and wanted child
or the opposite?
What
were the family dynamics?
Our past greatly impacts who we are now. The
past events both happy
and traumatic will in one
way or another confront us
in so many ways. During
periods of sadness, we

may be able to look back
on memories that we were
cared for. In an achievement, there may be a recollection of an event from
the past that someone told
you that you have nothing
and will die a nobody. Moments of happiness and
trauma from the past will
either help you become a
bitter or a better person.
What do you choose?
We need to think right
to be able to do what is
right. The story from the
past cannot be rewritten,
painful events cannot be
deleted. Even when the
past is full of pain and
shame, one must cling to
the truth.
Recognizing
what is real is one of life’s
important tasks. Looking
back, confronting, and un-
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Russian invasion

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a fullscale invasion of Ukraine last
week, scrambling the entire
world into confusion and a
deep abyss. The death toll
has reached more than 200
civilians which raised and
drawn global condemnation.
Moscow has demanded
Kyiv’s forces surrender and
the country should agree to
become a “neutral” territory,
a condition seen widely as

unacceptable by Ukraine and
its leaders.
The has seen European
countries rushing to support Ukraine. Germany says
it is sending 1,000 anti-tank
weapons and 500 “Stinger”
surface-to-air missiles to
help Ukraine, after the United States vows $350 million
in additional military funding. France, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, Portugal,
and Greece are also rushing
military equipment, light
weapons, or fuel there, while
Italy gives 110 million euros
in immediate aid.
Although Western leaders call for sobriety and negotiation to avoid loss of lives
from both sides , Ukraine
agreed to hold talks with Russia at its border with Belarus
– near the Chernobyl exclusion zone – after a call between President Volodymyr
Zelensky and Belarus leader
Alexander Lukashenko.
Russia
attacked
Ukrainian oil and gas facilities, sparking huge ex-

plosions. A blast was heard
after an air raid siren in the
capital Kyiv while Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged world powers to
scrap Russia’s voting power
at the United Nations Security Council, saying Russian
actions in his country verged
on “genocide”.
At least 198 Ukrainians,
including three children,
have been killed in Russia’s
invasion, the head of the
Ukrainian Health Ministry
was quoted as saying. A UN
relief agency said at least 64
civilians were among the 240
killed while Greece blames
Moscow for the “murder” of
at least 10 ethnic Greek civilians in air attacks near the
southern city of Mariupol
on the Sea of Azov, accusing
Russia of bombing villages.
Refugees have scampered for safety in Poland
for cover. Recent accounts
say 115,000 refugees have
crossed its border from
Ukraine since Russia invaded, with the UN estimating

160,000 Ukrainians are internally displaced. More than
50,000 have also crossed
into Hungary and Romania,
with 16,000 more going into
Moldova.
The war between Ukraine
and Russia will impact not
only oil prices, but also agriculture commodities and
likely lead to weaker trade in
the Philippines, according to
international think tanks.
Oxford Economics and
Capital Economics both
warned of possible repercussions on global commodity
prices, which would affect
countries like the Philippines
following Russia’s attack on
Ukraine.
The price of Brent crude
breached the $100 per barrel
mark for the first time in seven years and economists are
expecting this price range to
persist for some time.
This would effectively
put pressure on pump prices
in the Philippines, a net importer of the commodity.
At present our fuel prices

have gone up after the conflict skyrocketing basic commodities and other goods.
Ordinary Juan showed
be worried about the situation as it affects our daily
commodities and basic services. Even electricity has
threatened to increase by
reason of the unprecedented
rise of fuel goods.
For ordinary Cebuanos,
the present crisis is a cause
to worry for everybody aside
from the fact that thousands
of the Cebuanos lost their job
abroad, but the prices of fuel,
wheat, and agricultural products also have risen because
of the incident.
Finally, let us pray for
divine intervention so as not
to escalate the present condition as war often results in
not just loss of lives but the
shattered economy as well.
In hindsight, many have said
that President Rodrigo Duterte handling the China crisis
augurs well to us rather than
locking arms with powerful
mainland China.

CPAAC is still a big Coop Federation

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

The Cebuanos must
know that the Cebu Province
Association of Accredited
Cooperatives (CPAAC) is still
existing and reliable all over
Cebu Province.
		 CPAAC was organized on Feb 20, 2015, during
a meeting called by Atty.
Herculene Rizon, the consultant on cooperatives of the
Cebu Provincial Government
during the governorship of
Governor Hilario “Junjun”
Davide III. He is now the incumbent vice-governor.
The vision of CPAAC is “to
partner all cooperatives ac-

credited by the Cebu Provincial Government so that they
will have one solid voice.”
The mission of CPAAC is
to engage and provide fresh
directions and serves as a
body to discuss concerns of
the cooperative sector and
proposed Plans Programs
Activities and to speed up the
participation of and linkages
among cooperatives which
are the real engines of development of the Province of
Cebu.
Atty. Rizon said Governor Davide wanted cooperatives to participate in the
formulation of the financial
programs of his administration that would advance
the economic status of the
underprivileged populace in
Cebu Province.
Davide sought to engage
accredited cooperatives in
the poverty alleviation programs because he believes
that cooperatives have a
high level of awareness on
livelihood activities that
have been proven effective
in making the lives of their
members financially viable

and economically healthy.
Under the guidance of
Atty. Rizon, the accredited
cooperatives formed themselves into a group which
was first called the Association of Cooperatives in Cebu
Province or ACCP so it can
respond swiftly to the wishes
of Governor Davide.
ACCP was later renamed
Cebu Province Association
of Accredited Cooperatives
or CPAAC to categorize it as
a group with member-cooperatives that had passed accreditation by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan.
The interim officers of
CPAAC are Bernardo R. Desabelle of FCCT as president;
Emma R. Carriaga of Sibonga
MPC as vice president; Elias
O. Baquero of Cebu Newscoop
as secretary; Damian Alatraca Jr. of Carwasa as treasurer; Florencia Maquilan of
BMCCC as auditor; Fatima G.
Deguma of RSMPC as muse;
Eliakim P. Awit of Tuwassco
as Program Committee chair;
and Eric P. Tanudra of Lamac
MPC as chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means

CPAAC holds its regular
meeting every last Thursday
of the month.
CPAAC passed a resolution proposing the amendment of the Cebu Provincial
Ordinance on Accreditation
through former Board Member Jude Thaddeus Durano
Sybico, the then chairman
of the Committee on Cooperatives in the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan, and to add a
provision thereon, requiring
mandatory membership of
accredited cooperatives to
CPAAC.
This means that once a
cooperative is accredited,
it automatically becomes a
member of CPAAC.
Based on records from
the Cooperative Development Authority (CDA), there
are 583 cooperatives in Cebu
Province with more than
245,000 cooperators but so
far, only 67 of them are accredited with CPAAC.
In October 2015, Rizon urged CPAAC to elect
coop district representatives
among themselves. Since
there are six cooperative dis-

tricts in Cebu Province, one
representative was chosen
each for Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
and 6.
The purpose of electing
a coop district representative is to recommend them
to Governor Davide for appointment as members of
the Cebu Provincial Cooperative Development Council
(CPCDC).
As explained by Rizon,
CPCDC is composed of a
15-member Board chaired
by Governor Davide, and
of the 15 members, six shall
come from the private sector-- non-government organizations (NGOs) or People’s
Organizations (POs).
Towards the end of his
term as governor, Davide
allocated a total of P15 million to construct the CPAAC
building near the Office of
the Deputy Ombudsman-Visayas. It was smoothly implemented by the contractor until the first floor was
finished. But the succeeding
administration stopped the
construction without any
explanation.

Cebu Business Week

February 28 - March 6, 2022

7

BUSINESS

Fuel subsidies to
transport, agri sectors

PHILIPPINE economic
managers on Thursday said
the government is ready to
provide fuel subsidies to the
transport and agriculture sectors as world oil prices spike.
Brent crude breached
$100 per barrel for the first
time in 7 years after Russia
invaded Ukraine.
Analysts have said that
the crisis in Eastern Europe
will push fuel prices even
higher.
In a statement, the Development Budget Coordination Committee, which is
composed of the Finance,
Budget, and Economic Development agencies, said it
is closely monitoring the factors affecting the oil prices in
the country.
“Given recent developments, the government remains ready to provide targeted relief assistance and
support to address the impact of the oil price hike for

affected sectors, especially
Public Utility Vehicle (PUV)
drivers, farmers, and fisherfolk,” the cabinet-level DBCC
said.
It said the government
is preparing to release P2.5
billion for the Fuel Subsidy
Program of the Department
of Transportation.
“This aims to provide fuel
vouchers to over 377,000
qualified PUV drivers who
are operating jeepneys, UV
express, taxis, tricycles, and
other full-time ride-hailing
and delivery services nationwide,” the DBCC said.
Meanwhile, P500 million
is allotted to the Department
of Agriculture to provide fuel
discounts to farmers and
fisherfolk.
“This will help mitigate
the impact of elevated fuel
prices on production and
transport costs of farm and
fishery products,” the DBCC
said. ABS-CBN

PT&T vows to supply ‘broadband for all’
PT&T Corp., a diversified
telecommunications
firm
pledged to provide “broadband connectivity for all” as
part of its nation-building
initiative.
“As a trusted government
partner, we are fully committed to bringing connectivity,
access, and cutting-edge IT
solutions to all our customers,” said James Velasquez,
The company caters to
corporate, small, and medium businesses, as well
as
residential
segments
nationwide.

At present,
PT&T’s
business activities
are categorized
into two major businesses:
Connectivity
and IT Services.
Notably,
PT&T won in
the Technology
Awards Category of the Global
Economic
Awards
2021
given by UK-based print and
online publication Global

Economics Limited.
PT&T was recognized as

the Most Innovative Telecom
Services Provider – the Philippines and the
Best CSR Initiatives (Telecom)
– Philippines.
“ T h e s e
awards exemplified PT&T’s
Mission
and
Vision, that of
being a leading
digital service
provider of world-class solutions and making the lives of

people better through technology,” Velasquez said/
Currently, PT&T has a
network reach of 22,800
fiber kilometers in highgrowth areas, covering almost 40 percent of the total
Philippine population.
The company holds a
25-year National Legislative Franchise which allows
them to establish, maintain,
and operate both wired and
wireless telecommunications
systems for domestic and international communication.
MANILA BULLETIN

PH to continue reforms amid leadership change
DEPARTMENT of Trade
and Industry (DTI) Secretary
Ramon Lopez has assured
American businesses that the
agency will continue reforms
that will facilitate the growth
of businesses and investments here.
In a virtual economic
briefing hosted by the Philippine Embassy in Washington DC Thursday evening,

Lopez said the Philippines
and the United States remain strong partners across
many administrations in the
past years.
“With
our
national
election coming in the few
months signaling the change
in administration, I wish
to assure all of you that our
department, Department of
Trade and Industry, will re-

main committed in continuing game-changing reforms
and provide the assistance
needed by the American
businesses and investments
to continuously grow and
prosper in the Philippines,”
he said.
The DTI chief urged US
businesses to partner with
Filipino enterprises to build a
better post-pandemic future.

He encouraged American
investors to look into opportunities in the Philippines
particularly in industries
exhibiting growth and those
with strong growth potential
such as electronics, high-value services in the information technology and business process management,
automotive sector including
electric vehicles and its eco-

system, digital infrastructure
especially hyperscalers and
data center operations.
Lopez also said with the
passage of key economic bills
such as the amendments
to the Retail Trade Liberalization Act, Foreign Investments Act, and Public Service Act, foreign companies
have more space to invest in
the Philippines. PNA
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DA to build ‘biosecure farms’
to revive ASF-hit hog industry

THE Department of Agriculture (DA) is providing
farmers’ cooperatives and
associations (FCAs) P5.5 million each to build biosecure
facilities that will help manage or contain the spread of
deadly diseases affecting the
hog industry.
The DA released late
Thursday guidelines on build-

ing biosecure farms as part of
efforts to revitalize the industry battered in recent years by
the African swine fever (ASF).
The agency has yet to provide the number of recipients
and the total budget for the
project.
The biosecure facility—
inclusive of perimeter fence,
climate-controlled
animal

house, waste management,
basic farm equipment, office,
shower area, feeds/biologics
support and piglets—should
be situated in a land area of at
least 2,000 square meters.
To ensure the proper implementation of this project,
the Bureau of Agricultural
and Fisheries Engineering
and the Regional Agricul-

tural Engineering Divisions
(RAEDs) of the DA’s regional
field offices will orient FCAs
on the modular design for the
facilities.
The DA is partnering with
the Philippine Society of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineers to assist in the implementation of this initiative.
This is part of the agen-

cy’s community-based swine
production and repopulation
efforts via farm clustering
through the Integrated National Swine Production Initiatives for Recovery and Expansion (Inspire) program,
aimed at helping the swine
industry recover from the
ASF outbreak. PHIL. DAILY
INQUIRER

Circular economy pushed as PH faces waste crisis
THE Philippines is urged
to establish policies and regulations on circular economy as the country is facing a
waste crisis that may worsen
in the coming years.
The Tokyo-based Asian
Development Bank Institute
(ADBI) said that transitioning to a circular economy
could build better growth
and create more value with
fewer materials.
At present, there is no
integrated circular economy
strategy or policy framework

that exists in the Philippines.
Environmental, climate,
and sustainability lawyer and
Ateneo de Manila School of
Law faculty member Gregorio Bueta said the Philippines
is facing a waste crisis as it is
producing 2.7 million metric
tons of plastic waste per year,
out of which 17 percent of the
collected plastic waste and
31 percent of the uncollected waste is leaked into the
ocean.
Sixty percent of plastic
waste entering the oceans

also comes from five Asian
countries namely China, Indonesia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Vietnam.
Government projections
showed that generated waste
will reach 23.6 million MT by
2025 from 21.4 million MT
in 2020.
Bueta emphasized that
the waste crisis in the Philippines has been brewing for
several years already and was
further exacerbated due to
the pandemic which resulted in increased plastics and

medical waste.
“Part of the problem is
the inadequate waste management
infrastructure
around the country. There
are only 237 sanitary landfills nationwide to service the
1,634 cities and municipalities in the country,” Bueta
said.
As a solution to the waste
crisis, Bueta said it is necessary to have a roadmap for
the journey toward a circular economy especially as the
transition will not happen

overnight
“The danger is that the
circular economy will just
end up as another one of
those policies good on paper.
Countries like the Philippines
fall into this situation, where
excellent laws are crafted
only to end up not being successfully implemented,” he
said.
Further,
the
expert
maintained that a cultural
and societal shift is necessary alongside the shift in
policies. PHILSTAR

MCWD donates water tank to Mandaue City
Comprehensive National High School
To ensure that water is
available for students once the
face-to-face classes resume,
the Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD) donated a
water tank to the Mandaue
City Comprehensive National
High School in Barangay Looc,
Mandaue City.
The 2-cubic meter capacity
water tank that can store up to
2,000 liters of water per day
will serve as water storage at
the Annex Building of the said
school which has a population
of around 6,000 students.
This effort is part of the water
district’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Program
in which activities are geared
towards water conservation.
Engr.
John
Neville
Macabinta, who represented

MCWD on behalf of Acting
General
Manager
Engr.
Stephen D. Yee, said MCWD is
committed to give back to the
community where it is doing
its service.
“MCWD is willing to
support and provide assistance
to public schools in barangays
with
intermittent
water
supply,” Macabinta said.
He further said that with
donated tank, the school can
now store more water during
off peak hours.
Prior to the donation of
the water tank, MCWD sent its
technical personnel to inspect
the availability of water
inside the school premises
considering that the barangay
is one of the areas classified as
suspended by MCWD due to

the limited water supply.
In suspended areas,
MCWD temporarily hold the
installation of new service
connections and will only be

lifted when the water supply
is stabilized.
To address this issue,
MCWD continues to work
on its water sourcing project

that includes seawater
desalination to augment
the water supply in areas
experiencing low pressure to
no water.
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Sport events now allowed
in all levels in Cebu City
CEBU City Emergency
Operations Center (EOC)
Chief Joel Garganera and
newly appointed Cebu City
Sports Commission (CCSC)
Chairman John Pages officially announced that the
Cebu City government finally allows the staging of
sporting activities and events
in all levels for vaccinated
individuals.
Pages pointed out two
key points that Cebuano
sports enthusiasts must
heed:
First, there will be rules
and regulations from the
EOC. This set of guidelines
is tailored for each sport considering not all sports have
the same rules, style and
playing venue.
Second, they encourage
all sports organizers in and
outside Cebu to register their
upcoming events with the
CCSC and the EOC online so
they can provide them the
guidelines.
“We will come up with a

set of guidelines and recommendations as well as rules
for each sport in the next few
weeks or days. We are also
going to inform sports orga-

nizers to register their event
online to CCSC and EOC.
That is our initial plans now
that we’re allowing sports in
Cebu City,” said Pages.

For his part, Garganera said that since November
they’ve been planning the implementation to allow Cebu
City to hold sports again but

was delayed due to Typhoon
Odette in December and the
Omicron variant surge earlier this year.
However,
Garganera revealed that there are
only 498 active cases or
4.29 percent positivity rate
in Cebu City, which is the
World Health Organization’s
(WHO) threshold.
“We have more reasons
nga ablihon ang sports ug
balik sa Cebu City. Pero before mi naka decide ana,
daghan ta ug meeting and
convergence sa mga stakeholders, businesses, Association of Barangay Councilors,
PNP, the health sector and
CCSC,” said Garganera.
“Pwede na gyud. Allowed na gyud ta makaduwa
ug balik ug sports. Dili na ta
mag tago-tago. We waited
also sa target number nato
sa mga na vaccinated before
mi ni decide nga mag open
na ug balik ang sports,” said
Cebu City Vice Mayor Dondon Hontiveros.

Cebu City confers Order of Cebu City lifts curfew
Rajah Humabon to Labella
THE late Cebu City
Mayor Edgardo Labella was
awarded the highest honor
in his city.
Mayor Michael Rama
conferred
posthumously
to Labella the Order of Rajah Humabon, the highest
award an individual can get
for the service to Cebu City
during the celebration of the
85th Charter Day, February
24, 2022.
Bryner Diaz, head of the
City Cultural and Historical Affairs Office (CHAO),
said the service the late
mayor gave to the city until
his death merits him such
honor.
“In recognition of his
exemplary contribution and
service to the City of Cebu as
councilor, vice mayor, and
sitting Mayor at the time of
his death,” said the Order of
Rajah Humabon award con-

CEBU City Mayor Michael Rama issued Executive
Order (EO) No. 163 or Oplan
Kagawasan which states that
the curfew for adults in Cebu
City is lifted.
However, minors will
still be imposed a curfew
from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. as accorded in a City Ordinance.
They may go out as long as
they are with their parents or
guardians.
With this, the Prevention
Restoration Order Beautification and Enhancement
(PROBE) team is warning
parents that if their children
are caught unsupervised after the 10 p.m. curfew for minors, they will be held liable.

ferred to Labella.
Labella died on November 19, 2021, after battling
pneumonia and cancer for

some time. He died of septic
shock leaving the city under
the hands of the then-vice
mayor Rama.

On the first night of the
lifting of curfew for adults in
Cebu City, the PROBE team
recorded two minors rescued
after they were caught loitering outside their homes without adult supervision.
“Diha tay nadakpan
duha ka minors. Actually,
dili kita nidakop, giturn over
lang sa atong holding area
gikan sa barangay. So ato
pud giturn over sa DSWS
(Department of Social Welfare and Services) staff. Kini
sila after na sa alas dyes,
nagsuroy-suroy
gihapon.
Giprocess na to para mapatawag ang ginikanan,” said
Racquel Arce, the head of
the PROBE team. CCPIO
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Rama to probe ‘favoritism’ in
Odette cash aid distribution

CEBU City Mayor Michael Rama vowed to investigate reports of ‘favoritism’ in the distribution of
cash aid for Odette-stricken
residents.
Rama has ordered City
Hall officials to probe into
the matter, and even conduct
a review on the disbursement of financial assistance.
He even reprimanded
City Hall workers who might
have conspired with private
individuals who were to be
given priority in the cash
assistance.
“You think I am not affected? I’m affected! I saw a
house, guba. Why the owner
has not been listed? Dili ko
kasabot. Mao nang mangabot nang istorya nga pinili. I
do not like that!” said Rama.
The mayor added that he
received reports, and ‘personally encountered’ Odette
survivors complaining that
they were not included in

the list of beneficiaries.
“Wala silay nadawat nga
singko mil. Naay walay ba-

lay, naay nadawat nga singko mil. Naay usa ka balay,
tagutlo ang nakadawat. Nga-

no man na? Ngano na? Dili
ko gusto ana,” he said.
The city has already

started distributing a total of
P276.6 million worth of cash
assistance to help residents
recover from the devastation
left by Odette.
Each qualified household is expected to receive
at least P5,000. But there
were some who complained
to have received only 1,000.
Meanwhile, the city’s
Department of Social Welfare and Services (DSWS)
assured beneficiaries that
the distribution of the cash
assistance will continue in
the coming days.
Portia Basmayor, head
of the DSWS, said those
whose names were misspelled or were not included
in the previous tranche will
be included this time.
Typhoon Odette entered
Cebu City last December 16,
2021, and left billions of pesos of damages in infrastructures and properties in its
wake.

Edu to push 3 plans in Congress: Daluz
CEBU City Councilor
Eduardo “Edu” Roa Rama
who is a leading congressional candidate in Cebu City
South District in the coming May 9, 2022, election
has three major plans in
Congress.
Overall Campaign Manager Joey C. Daluz said that
the first is for Rama to file
a bill in the House of Representatives to divide Cebu
City South into two districts
so two congressmen will rep-

resent it in the 2025-2028
Congress.
Daluz said that at present, every congressman has
an allocation of P750 million
for their district. This means
that Cebu City South, with
two legislators in 2025-2028
and thereafter will receive
a total of P150 million for
projects.
“So, there will be more
projects in Cebu City South
District,” Daluz said.
Daluz, the chairman of the

Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD), said Rama
is committed to pour his fund
allocations from Congress
for the improvement of water
distribution in Cebu City.
“Water is life because
everybody drinks water every day, and water is a right,
not a privilege like driver’s
license. So, we must support
a candidate for congressman
who has a vision for water for
the people,” Daluz said.
Daluz, a lawyer and a

three-term former Cebu City
councilor, said that if Michael “Mike” Rama will be
reelected as mayor, and Edu
will win as congressman.
Mike, on behalf of Cebu City
will buy the land, and Edu
will provide funds to construct medium rise buildings
on it for the poor people.
“I hope that the voters of
Cebu City South District will
support Edu Rama for congressman and Mike Rama
for mayor so these three ma-

jor programs will be realized
within the 2022-2025 term.
Daluz said the Ramas
have served the Cebu City
Government well and their
services have benefited the
people. Mike has been elected as three-term councilor, three-term vice mayor,
two-term mayor, reelected
as vice mayor and presently
a mayor by succession. Edu,
on the other hand, has been a
city councilor for five terms.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Rama hails vaccination campaign in Cebu City
Cebu City Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama said the vaccination project of the city,
which is the way to liberation, is unprecedented as to
accomplishment.
Cebu City has almost
one million population and
Rama said they have already
surpassed the 700,000 target to attain herd immunity.
“Almost all people are already vaccinated, so I agreed
that all people, from all ages,

from all walks of life must be
free to go anywhere. My only
advice for them is to be careful to avoid being contracted
with Covid,” Rama said.
He said the people must
make the system of WUHAN
a habit: Wash your hands,
use your face mask, Have
your temperature checked,
Avoid crowded places, and
Never touch your face.
“We have achieved our
target figures for vaccination.

We have reached that figure.
Only liars cannot figure,”
Rama said.
On the other hand, Rama
said he cannot implement
the land swapping agreement between the Cebu Capitol and Cebu City because
that is defective.
He said that had he not
be a victim of election cheating and was able to continue
to serve as mayor, he could
have already solved the issue

involving the lot covered by
Cebu Provincial Ordinance
93-1.
He said the previous
mayors failed to solve the issues, and the land titles are
now back at Cebu City Hall,
they are now back to square
one.
“This will be my number
one concern once I will be
reelected as mayor. I have
to solve that lot under Ordinance 93-1 immediately. The

residents involved in the area
must benefit from it,” Rama
said.
Lawyer Collin Rosel, the
consultant of both the Cebu
City Government and the
Cebu Capitol, is presently
working on it.
“The officials of the city
and province shall sit down
and talk about the possible ways to solve the problem,” Rama said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Yap hailed for distribution
of chainsaws in province

GOVERNOR
Arthur
Yap was acclaimed by the
National Government in his
decision to distribute chainsaws in the entire province,
made lumber out of the
trees fallen by Super Typhoon Odette, and distributed it to the families whose
houses were partially and
totally damaged.
Vice Governor Rene L.
Relampagos said the total
number of coconut trees in
Bohol before the typhoon
was more than six million,
and more than two million were fallen during the
weather disturbance.
“This does not include
the mango trees and other different kinds of fallen
trees which are estimated to
more than 700,000. This is
why Governor Yap also ap-

pealed to the National Government and other Local
Government Units (LGUs)
to donate chainsaws to be
distributed to the different
municipalities to convert
the fallen trees into lumber.
We will give free lumber to
the people to repair their
respective houses,” Relampagos said.
He said this is an initiative of Governor Yap. In
like manner that Yap also
appeals for donation of generators which are needed to
give clean and portable water to the people.
He said that an estimated more than 11,000 electric posts of Bohol Electric
Cooperative (BOHECO) 1,
BOHECO 2 and Bohol Light
were collapsed by the typhoon. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

PB okays P6.4B investment program
BOHOL Vice Governor
Rene L. Relampagos said
the provincial board has approved the request of Bohol
Governor Arthur Yap to add
P6.4 billion for the supplemental investment program
for the year 2022 for additional projects that are needed especially since there are
more damages brought by
Super Typhoon Odette based

on the latest report received
from the municipalities.
Based on the latest report of Atty. John Vistal,
Bohol Provincial Planning
and Development Coordinator, the estimated cost of
damages incurred because of
Typhoon Odette has reached
P24 billion.
Relampagos said the recommendation of technical

people, for them to be able to
do a recovery and rehabilitation program on the damages
inflicted by Typhoon Odette,
be it a public infrastructure,
economics, agriculture, and
fisheries among others, Bohol needs at least P34 billion.
“We will comply with the
basic requirements that the
amount must be included in
the investment program for

2022. We will comply with
the requirements of the Regional Development Council
(RDC) and some government agencies,” Relampagos
said.
He added that hopefully, they will consider it, and
include it in their annual
budget for 2023. Currently, the national government
agencies are now preparing

for their respective proposed
budget for the year 2023 for
consideration in the cabinet
and the President.
He said that by July
2022, no matter who will
be the next President, he or
she will be ready to submit
the proposed budget for Bohol to the National Government and Congress. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Only Bohol submitted rehab plan: Relampagos
Bohol Vice Governor
Rene Relampagos said that
he is happy to report to
the Boholanos and to the
Filipinos that in the entire
Region 7, Bohol is the only
province to submit a recovery and rehabilitation plan
on the damages caused by
Typhoon Odette.
“That gives us strategic advantage over all other
provinces (in the Visayas
and Mindanao) hit by calamities because we already
have lined up the programs
and projects to fast-track the
recovery,” Relampagos said.
“We have to bear in

mind that the damages inflicted by Typhoon Odette
is more disastrous than the
7.2 magnitude earthquake
that hit Cebu and Bohol on
Oct. 15, 2013 battering 27
towns out of 47. Tagbilaran
City is the capital of Bohol.
We realized that there are
more big damages caused
by Typhoon Odette where
all sitios, towns and the entire province were devastated,” the vice governor said.
Before Typhoon Odette,
there were about 380,000
houses in the entire province. But with, about
287,000 houses were dam-

aged. Of the 287,000,
about 200,000 houses were
partially destroyed, and
87,000 houses were totally
damaged.
Governor Arthur Yap,
with the support of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan,
is trying their best, to ask
for financial aid from the
concerned National Government Agencies with
mandates to help people on
housing, and the lead agency is the National Housing
Authority (NHA).
He said Yap is constantly meeting with all sectors,
and they initially agreed to

get funds for financial assistance of at least P10,000
for the house owners to repair their partially damaged
houses.
“We are also working
out that the families who
owned totally damaged
houses will be given financial assistance of at least
P30,000 each. We are sure
that these funds for financial assistance are not
enough, but then these can
surely help them. We pray
that the assistance from the
NHA can be all given soon,”
Relampagos said.
He said that so far, the

Cebu Provincial Government has received P55 million from NHA for this purpose. The NHA has already
a breakdown on which municipalities can get assistance first.
Relampagos also said
that they are also working
together with the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) to
give financial assistance to
the people in the amount of
P5,000 per family.
“This is being followed-up constantly by
Governor Yap,” Relampagos
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Biden, Johnson sanction
Russia for Putin’s war in Ukraine

PRESIDENT Biden, vowing to turn President Vladimir
V. Putin of Russia into a “pariah,” announced tough new
sanctions aimed at cutting
off Russia’s largest banks and
some oligarchs from much of
the global financial system
and preventing the country
from importing American
technology critical to its defense, aerospace, and maritime industries.
The package unveiled by
the U.S. government is expected to ripple across companies and households in
Russia, where anxiety over
Mr. Putin’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine has already begun
setting in. The nation’s stock
market fell more than 30 percent on Thursday, wiping out
a huge amount of wealth.
The new U.S. sanctions
include
harsh
penalties
against the two largest Russian financial institutions,

which together account for
more than half of the country’s banking assets.
U.S. officials are also
barring the export of important American technology to
Russia, which could imperil
industries there. In addition,

the US will limit the ability
of 13 major Russian companies, including Gazprom,
the state-owned energy conglomerate, to raise financing
in Western capital markets.
And it is penalizing families
close to Putin.

Meanwhile, in the United Kingdom, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson announced
that major Russian banks
will be excluded from the
UK financial system and oligarchs have been targeted in
new sanctions.

The prime minister told
the House of Commons they
were “the largest and most
severe package of economic sanctions that Russia has
ever seen”.
Russia’s national airline
Aeroflot will also be banned
from landing in the UK.
It follows Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine which began
with airstrikes in the early
hours of Thursday morning.
Johnson said that Russian President Vladimir Putin was a “bloodstained aggressor” who would “stand
condemned in the eyes of the
world and of history” for invading Ukraine.
Announcing the measures, the prime minister
said the UK and its allies had
“tried every avenue for diplomacy until the final hour”, but
he believed Putin had always
been determined to attack
Ukraine. NY TIMES & BBC

of oil from Iran
Russia will lose energy Wave
may flood into Asia
customers over Ukraine
GERMANY’S vice-chancellor said Thursday that
Russia’s attack on Ukraine is
“completely illogical” and will
backfire; causing western nations to stop buying Russian
coal, oil, and gas — an important source of income for the
resource-rich country.
“From a rational point
of view, this is completely illogical,” said Robert Habeck,
a powerful figure in the new
German government
“The complete West will
turn away from Russia,” he
said. “We will diversify our energy system. We will not buy
Russian coal and gas in such
an amount in the future.”
Germany currently gets
about half of its natural gas
and coal from Russia, and a

third of its oil.
Allies such as the United
States have long warned that
the heavy reliance of Europe’s
biggest economy on Russian
energy imports is a strategic
risk given the growing friction
with Moscow. Until recently, German officials insisted
that Russia had proved itself
to be a reliable supplier and
even backed the construction
of a new natural gas pipeline
through the Baltic Sea, despite
protests from the U.S., Poland,
and Ukraine.
Germany halted the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline project
Tuesday as tensions with Russia over Ukraine escalated — a
move that was applauded in
Washington and Kyiv.
Habeck
acknowledged

that, on the diplomatic front,
Germany’s efforts to foster
talks with Moscow by refusing
to supply Ukraine with weapons had failed.
“From a German perspective, we were trying to hold
the line open for diplomacy,”
he said. “We thought it was
a good idea not to go into
weapon delivery to Ukraine
because then the possibility of
talks would be narrowed. This
was our strategy. It hasn’t
worked out.”
“But we can strengthen
the pressure on Putin and his
people, and then we will wait
and see what comes out of it.”
Habeck said he believed
Putin personally should face
sanctions for his actions on
Ukraine. ABC

IRAN has millions of barrels of oil stored offshore that
could flow into a tight global market if a nuclear deal is
agreed, with refiners in South
Korea likely to be among the
first in line to take cargoes.
Oil markets are tracking
the possible return of official
Iranian flows just as benchmark Brent topped $100 a
barrel with the outbreak of
conflict in Ukraine. An Iranian deal may just be close:
there has been significant
progress and the sides are
close to a possible agreement
if some detailed issues are resolved, according to US State
Department spokesman Ned
Price. A breakthrough would
pave the way for US sanctions
on Tehran’s oil to be lifted.
While insurance and finance matters may take time

to sort after any nuclear deal
is agreed, the Iranian oil held
in tankers indicates these barrels can be shipped immediately once sold, according to
Anoop Singh, head of East of
Suez tanker research at Braemar ACM Shipbroking Pte in
Singapore.
“We think a lot of that
will flow to South Korea,”
Singh said. “And that may in
future also hit South Korean
imports of naphtha and light
US crude.”
Estimates for the volume
of oil held off Iran vary wildly
as some tankers have “gone
dark,” the act of switching off
their transponders to avoid
detection. Such activities
make it tough for observers to
track loadings and offloading,
as well as the vessel’s last port
of call. BLOOMBERG

Algeria to give monthly pay to unemployed people
ALGERIA’S
president
says the government will introduce unemployment benefits for young adults as the
country struggles with high

rates of joblessness.
President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune told journalists
that the payments to jobseekers aged 19 to 40 would

begin in March.
Those who are eligible
will be able to collect the payments of about $100 (£73) a
month, as well as some med-

ical benefits until they find
work.
Making the announcement, Mr. Tebboune said
that Algeria was the first

country outside Europe to
introduce such a benefit.
He added that there were
now more than 600,000 unemployed in Algeria. BBC

