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Business leader urges actions beyond Covid-19, Odette

BUSINESS Leader Philip
N. Tan said that we should now
set aside the issues on Covid-19
and the devastation of Super Typhoon Odette and focus instead
on the crisis between Ukraine
and Russia.
“COVID-19 and Typhoon
Odette are now the things of the
past. What I have analyzed is
that the war between Ukraine
and Russia will affect the entire
world and particularly the Philippines. The fuel prices are consistently increasing for about ten
weeks already,” Tan said.
Tan, a past president of the
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
said that our issue now is how
the world is reacting to the
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine.
As of March 4, 2022, the
closing price of fuel per barrel
was US$115 and that is very
high.
“So, we expect that maybe
by next week, the increase for
diesel alone will be three to four
pesos per liter. The gasoline price
will increase from two to three
pesos per liter. Diesel has a bigger price increase than gasoline
because, in the past, the diesel
price increase was tempered as
it is being used by the transport
sector and logistics. They were

trying to hold on to it. But now,
the government will let oil companies recover losses. The increase now is based on the price
per barrel in the world market,”
Tan said
Tan, a management representative to the Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity
Board (RTWPB) 7, said that
we are facing critical times. The
transport sector is asking for
fare adjustment in passenger
jeepneys and
taxis, as well
as fuel surcharge
on
airplanes and
vessels.
“Quantifiable to that,
it will create
inflation, and
to control inflation, our
number one
priority is food security. The food
cannot be avoided. We can stop
driving our vehicles and shift
to bicycles. We have an option.
But we cannot have any option
on food because we must eat in
order to live,” said Tan, a past
district governor of Rotary International District 3860.
He said that the Department of Agriculture (DA) must
consider: the seed and the soil.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
“Aside from good seeds, the
government must ensure that
the soil is rich in nutrients and
good irrigation. The government
must focus on increasing food
production and help the farmers
have a good harvest and musthave marketing programs,” Tan
said.
He said the chief executives
in the municipalities and com-

ponent cities must work handin-hand with the municipal
agricultural officer or city agriculturist to teach the people how
to conduct good farming that
will result in abundant harvest,
increased food production, and
eventually achieve food security.
Tan said he would rather
see a government with fewer
projects but focused on agriculture that will increase the food

supply and bring down prices.
He said that with high prices of rice, fruits, vegetables, and
meat, even if employers will
increase the wages of workers,
their buying power will decrease.
Dr. Maria Therese Alhambra of the Department of Agriculture (DA) said that because of
the big shares of the Local Government Units (LGUs) from the
National Taxes, it is now time for
them to focus on food production and contribute to the
economic development of
the country.
B u t
Tan said the
question now
is whether the
mayors and
governors
know
how
to cultivate
lands and put them to productive uses.
“It is not a question of how
much money is the share of the
LGUs. Can they manage the
farms? In this coming election,
most candidates are thinking
like movie stars. And the voters
will elect the candidates who can
give them money,” Tan said.
He said the voters must
elect leaders who have the sense

of economic development, and
those who know the importance
of food production so the Filipinos will survive.
“You analyze the kind of
leaders that you elect to become
public officials. The winners
must have the will to serve, the
dedication to govern their respective localities,” Tan said.
He said there is a municipal
agricultural officer (MAO) in every municipality and an agricultural officer every day. The salary
of MAO is more than 45,000 in a
fifth class and increasing.
He said MAO and the mayor must work together in teaching the people how to cultivate
their lands and how to market
their harvest and increase the
income of the farmers.
“Once there is abundant
food, the buying power of the
workers out of their wages will
increase, and the living condition of the farmers will be uplifted,” Tan said.
He added that there must
be connectivity from the farm to
soil cultivation.
He said Japan is focused on exporting to the Philippines refrigerated vans to preserve fruits,
vegetables and fish, and meat.
“Rice is abundant because
of the importation and the harvest of the local farmers.
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Elect candidates dedicated
to service: urge movie stars
SEVERAL movie stars
are urging the Filipino voters
to elect leaders in the May 9,
2022, polls whose interest is
to promote the welfare of the
people and eradicate corruption in government.
Actress Angelica Pangilinan and Actor Robi Domingo urged the voters to
elect candidates who have
dedicated themselves to public service so the Philippines
can grow in the next six years.
Domingo has partnered
with Young Public Servants,
a youth group pushing for
good governance, in making
some videos where voters
are guided to choose candidates with proven track records in public service and
governance.
Domingo said that voters should not believe in the
“tik-tok” of candidates and
elect the servant-leaders or
the leaders who serve because the coming election is
not only for themselves but

Philippines. The people are
now shouting that they will
vote for Robredo because
they want honest and sincere
governance.
In Cavite, thousands of
people voluntarily attended
the people’s rally at General
Trias Sports Park.
On the other hand, Oriental Mindoro became color pink when thousands of
people attended the people’s
rally at the Municipality of
Pinamalayan and Calapan
City.
In Manila, the estimated
5,000 supporters have converted Plaza Noli in Sampaloc into a sea of people
during a rally for Robredo.
Robredo believes that
credible surveys will put her
on the top soon.
“So, hopefully by the end
of March or early April surveys can put on record what
we’ve seen on the ground,”
Robredo said. ELIAS O.

for the future of the country.
He named presidential
candidate Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. as “Budol”
for not paying taxes from
1982 to 1985 while working as a government official

during the dictatorial regime
of his father.
Meanwhile, the Office
of the Vice President said in
a press release that the support for the presidential bid
of Vice President Leni Robre-

do is becoming stronger and
stronger everywhere in the
country.
The OVP said they can
feel and hear that the Filipinos now want VP Robredo to
be the next President of the

A DOCTOR of Medicine
said he is running for councilor in Cebu City-North because he wants to pass good
ordinances and resolutions
to promote public health.
Dr. Emmanuel “Boy”
Labella said the last doctor
of medicine who became a
member of the Cebu City
Council was Dr. Pablo Labella. That was a long time ago.
Labella, a retired execu-

tive director of the Bureau of
Quarantine, said that he was
just playing with his grandchildren after his retirement
from government service.
But he said that because
poor families are growing in
numbers and the Cebu City
Council has no member who
is a doctor of medicine, he
was forced to run and will
see to it that no poor families can be deprived of med-

ication in times of sickness
just because they have no
money.
He said that the Cebu
City Council must not only
look after the education, infrastructure, and livelihood
of the people but also health.
He said the Committee
on Health must be headed
by a doctor of medicine, not
by any other profession.
“We must find ways how

to improve our policies and
programs about the health
of the people. We must not
only think how to cure the
sick but to prevent people
from getting sick,” said Labella. Brother of the late
Cebu City Mayor Edgar C.
Labella.
He said the Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC)
must be headed by a doctor
of medicine, and there must

be a doctor every day in every Barangay Health Center.
“When I roamed around
barangays, I’ve learned that
the assigned doctors there
are reporting to duty only
twice a day despite the salaries they receive from the
government,” Labella said.
He said that even the
hospital in Barangay Guba,
Cebu City lacks doctors.

A CANDIDATE for councilor in Cebu City-South said
the most important element
of a person is water; hence
one of his platforms is to
generate sustainable potable
water.
Council candidate Gikom
Crystal, a master’s in business administration graduate
at the Ateneo de Manila, said
that his thesis is on how to
improve the water distribution of the Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD).

Crystal is the son of former director Rey Crystal
of the National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA) 7 and grandson of
the late Cebu City Vice Mayor
Monding Crystal.
He said that he noticed
that when an ordinance created and funded MCWD,
Monding Crystal was the vice
mayor and presiding officer
of the Cebu City Council.
He added that since
the creation of MCWD, the

Cebu City Government did
not anymore allocate funds
for water supply, and it was
already for their own to find
capital for its development.
MCWD’s cash flow is
based on capitalization. It
can obtain loans from any
available sources to sustain
the operation.
“I think the Cebu City
Government should allocate
funds for MCWD every year
to develop potable water
sources side by side with oth-

er development projects. If
the government will build or
concrete roads, there should
be water lines beside it,”
Crystal said.
Crystal said that once he
will win as a city councilor, he
will focus on water generation and distribution because
water is life as everybody will
drink it; hence, water is also
a right.
He said that the Local
Government Code of 1991
which was authored by the

late Senate President Aquilino Pimentel Jr., it mandates
that all LGUs have the responsibility to provide water
supply to the people.
“There must be mutual coordination between
MCWD and the Cebu City
Government which should
provide funds for the water
utility firm annually. MCWD
must add water supply every
year so it can solve its water
deficit,” Crystal said. ELIAS

BAQUERO

Doctor runs for councilor: Labella

ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bet to work for sustainable potable water

O. BAQUERO
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PhilHealth 7 extends
contribution deadline

THE Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) 7 has extended the
deadline in the payment
of the contribution of direct contributors because of
the recent Super Typhoon
Odette.
In a press release, Philhealth 7 said that for the
months of November and
December 2021 and January and February 2022, the
deadline for the premium
payment will be on March 31,
2022.
Under Republic Act (RA)
11223 or the Universal Health
Care Act, direct contributors
of PhilHealth are those who
have the capacity to pay contribution like those who are
employed, family helpers or
Kasambahay, self-learning
individuals, practicing pro-

fessionals, and any individual with the source of income,
and members under a Group
Enrollment Program.
The same law mandates
that employers or self-employed direct contributors

shall pay all the unpaid contribution with interest, compounded every month, at least
three percent for employers
and not more than 1.5% for
self-earning individuals, professional practitioners, and

migrant workers.
PhilHealth 7 has issued
Advisory No. 2022-004 last
January 2022 giving the
payment deadline of February 15, 2022, for employers
and self-paying members in

Cebu, Bohol, Negros Oriental, and Siquijor for the period of November and December 2021 and January 2022.
In the new Regional Advisory No. 2022-009, it included the month of February 2022 with a new deadline
to pay the contribution to
March 31, 2022.
This means that premiums or contributions from
employers and self-paying
members in Central Visayas
will not have penalties if
they will pay on or before the
March 31 deadline.
The new deadline in the
payment of contribution
is based on Proclamation
No. 1267 s.2021 declaring
Central Visayas in a state of
calamity due to Super Typhoon Odette. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

South district must vote for Rama: Daluz
PANAGHIUSA
Party
chief Atty. Joey C. Daluz said
that the voters of Cebu CitySouth must vote for Cebu City
Councilor Eduardo “Edu”
Rama for congressman so his
platform of government can
be realized.
Panaghiusa has a strong
political coalition with Partido Barug headed by Cebu
City Mayor Michael “Mike”
Rama and Partido Kusog
headed by Cebu City Coun-

cilor Raymond Alvin Garcia who is running for vice
mayor.
Daluz said Edu Rama
promised to Cebu City-South
voters that if he will be elected
as a congressman, he will file a
bill dividing Cebu City-South
into two districts to maximize
its services and funding.
He said that at present,
congressmen have an annual
fund allocation of P900 million each so that if the south

district will be divided into
two, there will be a total of
P1.8 billion.
He cited the case of Cebu’s 6th District which has
been divided into three such
as the 6th District which is
composed of the Municipalities of Consolacion and Cordova, Lapu-Lapu City lone
district, and the Mandaue
City lone district.
“Edu told me that one of
his priority bills is to divide

Cebu City-South into two and
Congress must add fund allocation to implement projects
especially on potable for the
people,” Daluz said.
He added that there are
several sources of potable water in the entire Cebu but our
problem is the infrastructure
to bring water from the sources to every home which needs
billions of pesos.
“If Edu will become a congressman, we can request for

funds from the National Government through Congress.
We want water infrastructures and hopefully solve the
lack of water in some areas,”
Daluz said.
He said that Rama is a
fighter councilor in the Cebu
City Council where he has
served five terms. It would
be unfortunate for the people if he will not be elected
as a congressman. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

SEC issues cease and desist order against RGS world marketing
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has ordered RGS World Marketing Corp. based in Negros
Occidental to stop its illegal
investment scheme targeting
investors in Western Visayas.
In a press release, it said
that in an order dated March
1, the Commission En Banc
directed RGS World to immediately cease and desist
from engaging in the unlawful or unauthorized solicitation, offer, and/or sale of securities until it has filed the
requisite registration statement and secured the necessary approval from the SEC.
RGS World, its directors

Rodolfo Garcia Salarda, Jr.,
Leah Pasis Salarda, Rodelyn
Balico Salarda, Henje Noble
Cuadra, and Ryan C. Ladoing, as well as its officers,
operators, representatives,
salesmen, and agents, have
been ordered to cease their
internet presence relating to
their investment scheme.
The company and its directors have likewise been
prohibited from transacting
any business involving funds
in its depository banks, and
from transferring, disposing, or conveying any related
assets to ensure the preservation of the assets of the
investors.

The Commission issued
the cease and desist order
after investigations by the
SEC Enforcement and Investor Protection Department
(EIPD), SEC Bacolod Extension Office (BacEO), and
SEC Iloilo Extension Office
showed that RGS World has
been selling and/or offering
compensation plans worth
P1,000 to P20,000, with
promised returns ranging
from P3,500 to P80,000.
Investors
were
also
promised non-monetary returns such as frozen goods
and rice, as well as additional bonuses, incentives,
and products by referring or

recruiting more members.
Moreover, the company distributed products such as
soap, liniment oils, rice, eggs,
and other poultry products,
to disguise its investment
scheme as a legitimate distribution business. “The EIPD
was able to show that the
investment scheme of RGS
WORLD involves the pooling
of the resources consisting
of the money of its investors
which are actually utilized to
satisfy and pay the guaranteed returns of its existing
investors,” the Commission
En Banc held.
“This is the common
enterprise that is being sus-

tained by the investments
received by RGS World from
the public, although the
same is masked by a product
distribution business which,
in reality, does not exist.”
The Commission also found
that investors need not do
anything but entrust their
money to the directors, officers, agents, and promoters
of RGS World to receive their
guaranteed returns.
However, BacEO has already received complaints
from numerous investors
claiming that they have not
received the profits or products promised to them. PR/
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Leni-Ace-Junjun
The emergence of
the
Leni-Ace-Junjun
Movement confused not
a few. The movement
vowed to help make Vice
President Leni Robredo
win in the Province of
Cebu along with key ally
Vice Governor Junjun
Davide Jr. and former
secretary Ace Durano.
But allow me this maWeekly Notes
jor disclosure. I am a con- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
venor of the movement. I
believe the movement is significant in realizing the vision of a
better Cebu and a better Philippines. This is the strategic move
forward considering the complicated and seemingly chaotic
political situation in the Province of Cebu.
Even Durano himself seemed perplexed when he faced
Leni-Ace-Junjun volunteers that Thursday night at the Big
Hotel in Mandaue City. He thanked the assembly for making him the “pakapin,” the Cebuano term for adding something as an afterthought.
But before he spoke, the voice of former vice governor and
Leni campaign leader Mocring Barcenas (the video recording
did not work) praised the formation of the movement. Vice
Governor Davide likewise expressed approval even as he talked about agreeing to seek reelection as Durano’s running mate.
It is obvious to all present. Even if he might agree to support
another presidential candidate, a Durano victory is a must if
the vision of a better Cebu is realized.
Gov. Gwen Garcia already believes her performance now is
already the best. However, Durano pointed out that first in his
“A Better Cebu” vision is strengthening the province’s health
system from the barangay health centers to the provincial and
district hospitals. Among others, Gov. Garcia dismissed the
doctors and nurses that Davide hired during his term as governor. Instead, Garcia preferred to get an agency to do the hiring,
a scheme that failed. Thus, the Province of Cebu achieved the
distinction of being number one in Covid-19 deaths in the Philippines. With the Capitol’s income and assets, Durano looks
forward to delivering free health services.
Note that the movement initially attracted volunteers
from different groups and sectors. Most hailed from the
transport sector like Citrasco and Vudtrasco. There was
representation from two youth groups, businessmen, Leni
Tanging Pag-asa, the Liberal Party, the fisherfolk village in
Tangke, Talisay that Leni Robredo and running mate Kiko
Pangilinan visited the other week, Partido Manggagawa, and
the party-list coalition Makabayan.
I look forward to more coordinated and bigger mobilizations when Leni returns to Cebu this March. Political leaders
in the various districts have begun considering Leni. Witness
soon a Leni-Ace-Junjun bandwagon in Cebu province.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, PRWorks Inc. co-founder and director for strategic communications, is a member of the Political
Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. PM him @
anol_cebu)
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Zelensky
We have not seen in
modern times a leader as
heroic as Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky. Leaders like the supposed Philippine strongman Rodolfo
Duterte would likely prefer
to give in as seen in confrontations with Chinese ships at
the Spratly Islands. But not
Zelensky.
Donning a military uniform, Zelensky leads a country that effectively blocked a
blitz attempt by the Russian
military as ordered by Russian Federation President
Vladimir Putin.
Zelensky rallied his
compatriots to strengthen their resolve in fighting
against Russian forces invading their country while

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

making an appeal to Russians to continue protesting
the attack.
“Stop the enemy wherever you see it,” he told Ukrainians. “The fate of Ukraine
depends only on Ukrainians.
No one but ourselves will
control our lives. We are on
our land. The truth is on our
side. It will not be possible to
destroy our character.”
The call seemed to galvanize the Ukrainians to war.
The Ukrainians stalled
the mighty Russian army on
its tracks. After 12 days, the
Russians could only claim
the seizure of one Ukrainian
city.
Meanwhile, the West has
activated a crippling package
of economic sanctions de-
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signed to stop Russia’s ability to back Putin’s war against
Ukraine. The Russian population could only blame one
person for the imminent collapse of their powerful economy – President Vladimir
Putin.
Emboldened by their
amazing ability to withstand
the invasion and the arrival of
some 16,000 foreigners who
volunteered to fight the Russian army, Zelensky called
for a counter-offensive.
We hope Zelensky and
the Ukrainians will go on to
succeed in warding off the
Russian invasion. They have
become a beacon of resistance for freedom-loving
peoples struggling against
bully countries.
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Fast-weakening Ruble and
fears for future in Russia
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

In bright sunshine, a
long queue of shoppers
snaked outside an IKEA
store near Moscow this
week. Similar scenes were
repeated across Russia as
families rushed to spend
their
fast-depreciating
rubles at the Swedish retailer which is exiting the
crisis-hit country. Russians are bracing for an
uncertain future of spiraling inflation, economic hardship, and an even
sharper squeeze on imported goods. The ruble
has lost a third of its value this week after unprecedented Western sanctions were imposed to
punish Russia for invading Ukraine. The moves
froze much of the central
bank’s $640 billion in
reserves and barred several banks from global
payments system SWIFT,
leaving the ruble in freefall. Cities across Russia
were outwardly calm, with
little sign of the crisis
devastating the financial
sector and markets. Except for the lines of people looking to stock up on
products – mostly highend items and hardware

– before shelves empty
or prices climb further.
But the spending burst
visible this week may peter out. While there is no
palpable sign of panic,
the wipe-out of ruble savings and the doubling of
interest rates to 20% will
squeeze mortgage holders
and consumers. Financial
conditions -- reflecting
the availability of credit in the economy -- have
tightened brutally this
year, which Oxford Economics predicted would
shrink domestic demand
by 11% by year-end and
raise unemployment by
1.9 percentage points in
2023. (Reuters)
oOo
An intergovernmental
organization dedicated to
combating money laundering and illicit cash
flows on Friday placed
the United Arab Emirates
on its gray list over concerns that the Gulf country isn’t sufficiently stemming illegal financial activities. The UAE was one
of several countries listed
by The Financial Action
Task Force as being under
increased monitoring due

to strategic deficiencies
in their efforts to counter money laundering. The
organization said that
jurisdictions under increased monitoring are
actively working with the
FATF to address strategic
deficiencies in their regimes to counter money
laundering, terrorist financing, and proliferation
financing. The state-run
Emirates News Agency,
in a statement published
late Friday, said the FATF
has recognized that the
United Arab Emirates has
made positive progress in
its anti-money laundering (AML), countering
the financing of terrorism
(CFT), and counter-proliferation financing (CPF)
efforts. (CNBC)
oOo
China set its lowest
GDP target in decades on
Saturday (Mar 5), as Premier Li Keqiang warned
of a grave and uncertain
outlook against the backdrop of the coronavirus,
a property slump and uncertainty over the war in
Ukraine. Li announced
the unusually modest target of around 5.5 per cent

- the lowest since 1991
- in his speech opening
the annual session of China’s rubber-stamp parliament. Addressing about
3,000 members of the
National People’s Congress (NPC) in Beijing’s
Great Hall of the People,
Li said the world’s second-largest economy will
encounter many more
risks and challenges, and
we must keep pushing to
overcome them. The target was based on a need
to maintain stable employment, basic living
needs, and guard against
risks, according to his
speech, which is China’s
version of an annual state
of the nation address. The
growth target is closely
watched in China, whose
ruling Communist Party
has based its legitimacy on delivering steady
economic expansion and
improved standards of
living. The party is deeply concerned over any social instability in its huge
population should economic growth dip too low.
(CNA)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

breakers, cloudbreakers
and chartbreakers that
would give us a clearer
picture. I no longer find
shame in giving up on
some of my dreams. Like
a captain of my own ship,
I can decide to change my
course.
5.Humility in vulnerability. In moments of
vulnerability, I draw up
strength in humility.
6. I care, but sometimes I don’t care and it
doesn’t bother me at all.
7. Peace of mind is
fundamental. I may not
have everything, but with
peace, it would seem that
I have everything.
8. Leave a legacy.
Write a book, plant a

tree, come up with a new
recipe, but make sure to
leave a gift to the world.
9. Forgive. Full pardon to those who have
done you wrong. It is
liberating.
10. Ask yourself. Before acting on something,
ask yourself first. Self, do
I want to do this? Do I
need to? Self, what will be
its impact to you if you do
this? Yes, in aging I find
it okay to talk to myself. I
no longer fear that I even
respond to my own self.
Let me ask you the
same questions posed by
Mary Oliver, “Tell me,
what is it you plan to do
with your own wild and
precious life?”

Birthday Lessons

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

This is my birthday
week.
As I write this
paper, I cannot help
but reminisce about the
memories of yesteryears.
The laughter, tears, failures, successes all gave
me lessons. Let me share
with you the 10 greatest
lessons I have learned.
1. To truly live and
not just exist.
I have
learned not to waste my
time on things that don’t
matter. I make the most
of the time, breathing in
hope and excitement.
2. Fun is a basic need.
While work and rest are
essential, fun must also
be considered as a basic
need. Work does not end.
Rest, even work is not

done because it is never
done. Learn to have fun
even when not all of your
problems are solved.
3.
Choose wisely.
Everything in life is all
about choices. Choosing
your battles, choosing
home, clothes, investments, food, partners –
take time, evaluate and
choose wisely. Be choosy.
Some things and people
we choose may be very
difficult to return or exchange. Again, be choosy.
4. Give up. We live in
a society where we are
told to never give up. As
I grew older, I realized
that some things are not
worth our time and effort. There are heart-
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The Sandiganbayan Saga

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

In 2015, a case against
me was filed by BOPK, our
political adversary, at that
time alluding that I used
city hall as an employee to
work for my ex-girlfriend’s
resto-bar. That was almost
seven years age, ago. I went
through an ordeal akin to a
road for perdition not knowing that on February 21 this
year that road ends with my
acquittal and disproving all
allegations against me. It is
like taking a heavy load in my
shoulders which I carried for
several years enduring the
humiliation it brought. Sa Bisaya pa, naibtan ko og tunok.
Obviously, the prosecution failed to present the
necessary evidence which
will lead to the conviction of
the crime alluded to. Their
witness could not even remember the critical dates of
the incident. Apparently, the
magistrate caught them lying
on the witness stand which
led to the dismissal of the
case.

After my acquittal, a
number of Cebuanos were
convicted by the high anti-graft tribunal. Ace Durano’s motion for reconsideration was denied and his conviction stays. Mayor Moreno
of Aloguinsan was likewise
given a verdict of conviction.
Not all are lucky if I may say
so. But on the 21st day, the
High heavens smiled at me.
That saga all started
when I decided to side with
Mayor Michael Lopez Rama
with his decision of selling
a portion to SRP to a better offer of a consortium of
SM and AYALA amounting
to thirty-eight thousand pesos per square (38T). Before
that, I also favored the sale
during the time of former
Mayor Tomas Osmena of a
deal between the City and
SM in the amount of eight
thousand pesos (8T).
Why did I favor the deal?
One for very obvious reason is the price which was
way much higher than what

Tommy did besides the sale
would augur well with the
development plans of the
City to improve the SRP and
provide thousands of works
for the city’s constituents. It
will likewise increase the coffers of the city knowing that
the consortium would now
be paying the realty tax to the
City.
However, instead of being happy for the deal he
started targeting the people
behind the transaction including Mayor Michael Rama
and the rest of the administration officials the then Vice
Mayor Edgar Labella was not
spared with his rage.
We were stripped of our
chairmanship in the Sanggunian, faced a number of cases
including the one filed at the
DILG which was then headed
by Sec. Roxas.
Kalooy sa Ginoo na suspenso gyud mi apil sad and
kaalyado nga councilors because of the cases, murag
nahimong irong boang si

Tomas Osmena or si Margot
Osmena filing cases against
his adversaries including the
barangay officials for carnapping which eventually was
thrown out of the court.
Pero ang kahasol ug kaulaw nga among giatubang
walay sama.
The Sandiganbayan tags
the prosecution’s lackadaisical strategy in the dismissal
of the case. But in reality, the
prosecutor presented a good
fight only that the evidence is
inherently weak in the words
of our dean professor, “Even
if it has crutches it will fall.”
“The case was a DISSERVICE TO EVERYONE,” in
the words of Sunstar Daily
Columnist Cheking Seares.
Even though I was cleared
in the Sandiganbayan, I was
already smeared by the earlier Ombudsman finding as
Seares would put it. What
they have done is a great disservice to everybody hope
they will learn from this debacle and move on.

Vote based on God’s Word

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

In his Facebook post,
my friend Ricky Ballesteros
said the church must engage
in affecting public policy.
He said in influencing public policy, churches
should motivate their congregation to vote according
to the principles of God’s
Word.
Ballesteros said that
the outcome of this election
does not only affect the people, the state but the church
as well. A church is not
complete without its congregation, the people.
Ballesteros added that
priests are citizens of the
country, they have the right
to vote, and it is their duty
to guide voters on what is
morally good and who is
morally good to lead the
country, as long as they are
not running in any political
positions using the pulpit
for their self-interest and as
long as they do not violate
the Canon law.
I agree with Ballesteros
that during the time of Jesus Christ, politics was already there, that’s why we
look up to Jesus as a leader

and savior.
The Bible stated that
Pontius Pilate washed his
hands and let the people
choose who he will set free,
Jesus Christ or the robber named Barabas. And
the unguided people chose
Barabas. What will be the
consequences if the Filipino electorate will choose a
modern Barabas in the May
9, 2022, polls?
“Whether we like it or
not, humans as we are, we
are all political beings. Only
that the Filipinos are highly
politicized. During the election period, several people
are considering themselves
as political scientists and
analysts,” Ballesteros said
in his post.
I further agree with Ballesteros that we must pray
that God will do a mighty
work this election season
and begin to bring real healing to our country.
On the other hand,
Archbishop Socrates Villegas of Lingayen-Dagupan
has spoken on politics as a
moral duty.
Villegas was quoted by

the Daily Tribune that the
church should always be
nonpartisan, but the church
cannot be neutral when we
talk about good or evil.
Villegas told the Daily Tribune that when you
proclaim the truth, the liars
will get angry. When you
proclaim, ‘Thou shall not
steal,’ the robbers will get
angry. When you say, ‘Thou
shall not kill,’ the murderers will get angry.
Villegas further told
Daily Tribune that because
you don’t like people to get
angry at you, you will just
keep quiet about ‘Thou shall
not kill,’ Thou shall not
steal,’ ‘Thou shall not bear
false witness against your
neighbor? Hindi naman talaga dapat ‘yon.”
On another issue, I
don’t really believe in alleged surveys on who are
the leading candidates for
any positions.
There is a survey by an
unknown group that said
a local candidate for mayor is now the number one
contender.
Several
people
are

laughing and don’t believe
it because of some factors.
First, the local candidate
for mayor has no political
machinery compared to his
two opponents who have
leaders in every sitio and
barangay and have clear resources to conduct massive
campaign activities.
His two political opponents have been tested and
proven in legislative and
executive jobs compared to
him who has lesser knowledge in governance.
This candidate who is
allegedly leading and number one is not even roaming
around the city to campaign
but just sitting in a mall,
sipping coffee and shaking
hands to passersby, most of
whom are not voters in his
area.
Maybe this alleged survey is a fruit of his wild
imagination which he took
an opportunity to condition
the minds of the electorate
and create a bandwagon.
However, the fight for
the mayorship is between
his two opponents and he
may come up as a poor third.
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VAT removed in water bills
MAYNILAD Water Services, Inc. and Manila Water Co., Inc. will remove the
12% value-added tax (VAT)
on water bills starting this
month.
The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System Regulatory Office
(MWSS-RO) said customers’ bills will instead include
a 2% national franchise tax
and the actual rate.
These changes will be
reflected as “government
tax,” which will range between 2% and 2.85% depending on the LGU, MWSS
Chief Regulator Patrick N.
Ty said of the local franchise tax.
Manila
Water
and
Maynilad were granted new
legislative franchises to
maintain and operate the
waterworks systems in their
respective concession areas.
Ty said Manila Water
and Maynilad customers
will see these changes in

their bills starting March 21,
the date of the effectiveness
of the two companies’ legislative franchises.
If the government tax
rate is at 2%, Maynilad customers consuming 10 cubic meters (cu.m.) will pay
P118.78 a month, which is
P11.64 less than their cur-

rent P130.42 monthly bill
with the 12% VAT.
On a government tax
rate of 2.825%, customers
will pay P119.74 a month,
a reduction of P10.68 from
the previous bill.
Maynilad customers using 20 cu.m. a month will
see a reduction of between

P40.04 and P43.64 in their
bills, while those using 30
cu.m. will pay P81.75 to
P89.10 less every month.
Manila Water customers using 10 cu.m. every
month will pay P138.40 if
the government tax rate is
2%, and P138.83 if the rate
is 2.825%, reflecting an av-

erage reduction of P12 from
the current P151.22 bill.
Low-income households
in the Manila Water concession area will see an average reduction of P7 in their
monthly bills, while those
consuming 20 cu.m. will
pay around P27 to P28 less a
month. Customers using 30
cu.m. will see bills lowered
by P55 to P57 a month.
Maynilad supplies water to customers in the west
zone, comprised of Caloocan, Pasay, Parañaque, Las
Piñas, Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas, Malabon, Manila, Makati, and Quezon
City, as well as parts of
Cavite province.
Manila Water provides
water and wastewater services in the east zone of Metro Manila, which includes
Marikina, Pasig, Taguig,
Makati, San Juan, Mandaluyong, portions of Quezon
City and Manila, and Rizal
province. BUSINESSWORLD

THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has officially issued SEC
Memorandum Circular No.
3, Series of 2022 providing
the guidelines on the implementation of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)-sanctioned limits on interest rates
and other fees charged by
lending companies, financing companies, and their online platforms.
Starting March 3, 2922,
lending, and financing firms,
along with their online platforms, are obliged to keep
their loan rates and fees
below the ceiling imposed

by SEC to curb “predatory”
lending activities.
“Predatory
lending
has consequently propagated abusive, unethical,
and unfair means of collecting debts, as borrowers
struggled to pay exorbitant
charges on loans,” the SEC
said, explaining the rationale
for the issuance of the new
circular.
The maximum nominal
interest rate was now capped
at 6 percent per month, or
about 0.2 percent per day,
and the effective interest
rate (EIR) at 15 percent per
month, or about 0.5 percent

per day for covered loans
which are unsecured. These
rates cover general-purpose
loans below P10,000 and
with a loan tenor of up to
four months.
The EIR is expressed
as the rate that exactly discounts estimated future cash
flows throughout the life of
the loan to the net amount
of loan proceeds. It includes
the nominal interest rate
along with other applicable
fees and charges, such as
processing fees, service fees,
notarial fees, handling fees,
and verification fees, among
others. It excludes fees and

penalties for late payment
and nonpayment.
Lending and financing
companies may only charge
penalties of up to 5 percent
per month for late payment
or nonpayment on outstanding scheduled amounts due.
Also imposed was a total
cost cap of 100 percent of the
total amount borrowed, applying to all interest, other
fees, and charges, and penalties, regardless of the time the
loan has been outstanding.
Failure to comply with
the rate limits will be subject
to penalties worth P25,000
and P50,000 for the first and

second offenses, respectively, while financing companies will be penalized with
P50,000 for the first offense
and P100,000 for the second
offense.
The penalty for the third
offense for both lending and
financing companies will
amount to twice the amount
imposed for the second offense up to P1 million, plus
the suspension of their financing and lending activities for 60 days.
The SEC may also revoke
their certificates of authority to operate as financing or
lending companies. PR

THE amended Foreign
Investments Act will probably support the economic recovery after the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic due to the consequential increase in foreign
investment.
Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) Ramon
M. Lopez said that Republic Act No. 11647, which
amended the Foreign Investments Act of 1991, will
persuade more foreign investment after easing the

restr ictions on foreign
entrants
The law was signed by
President Rodrigo R. Duterte on March 2 and was released to the media Friday.
“We cannot overemphasize the importance of a major shift in mindset and economic policy direction. For
the country to lead a path to
recovery amid COVID-19,
we have been a consistent
advocate for the amendment of this law which aims
to lessen barriers for for-

eign entry and is expected to hasten the country’s
economic growth through
foreign investment,” Lopez
said.
Under the amended
law, foreign investors are
allowed to own up to 100%
of some enterprises “unless
participation of non-Philippine nationals in the enterprise is prohibited or limited
to a smaller percentage by
existing law and/or under
the provisions of this act.”
The Inter-Agency In-

vestment Promotion Coordination Committee to be
led by the DTI was created
to promote and facilitate efforts to attract more foreign
investment.
“This is an opportune
time for foreign investors, as
the Philippines develops the
necessary investment landscape through significant
economic and regulatory
reforms, complementing as
well the recent full reopening of the economy as major
cities in the country were

de-escalated to Alert Level
1,” Lopez said.  
The amended Foreign
Investments Act is one of
three economic reform measures expected to drive the
economic recovery, all of
which hope to attract more
foreign investment.
The others are amendments to the Retail Trade
Liberalization Act, which
were signed in December,
and the amendments to the
Public Service Act, which is
pending signature.

Loan rates capped for lending, financing companies

Foreign Investment Act amendments to advance recovery
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CHED Scholarship for SY 2022-2023 on hold
THE Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)
on Thursday, March 3, announced that the application
to CHED Scholarship Program
(CSP) for incoming first-year
college students for Academic
Year (AY) 2022-2023 will be
“temporarily” suspended.
CHED, in an advisory posted on its social media accounts,
said that the suspension is an
“offshoot of budget inadequacy” in the Commission’s Fiscal
Year (SY) 2022 budget for Stu-

dent Financial Assistance Programs (StuFAPs).
In a memorandum from
the Office of CHED Chairman
J. Prospero De Vera III dated
Feb. 21, 2022, he also informed
CHED Regional Offices and
concerned CHED Central Office of the temporary suspension of application for CSPs for
AY 2022-2023.
De Vera was referring to
the implementation of CMO
No. 8 s. of 2019 or “Policies
and Guidelines for CHED

Scholarship Programs (CSPs),”
CMO No. 11 s. of 2011, or the
“Amendments to Section 6 and
12 of CMO No. 8 s. of 2019” as
well as in accordance with the
budget appropriations under
the “Provision of assistance
and incentives, scholarships
and grants through StuFAPs”
as stated in Republic Act (RA)
11639, otherwise known as the
“General Appropriations Act of
FY 2022.”
De Vera, in the memorandum, said that due to budget

inadequacy in the FY 2022
budget of CHED StuFAPs,
CHED will temporarily suspend the application to the CSP
for incoming first-year college
students for the said school
year.
Furthermore, De Vera also
directed CHED Regional Offices to disseminate the said information to “prevent spreading of fake news and avoid
confusion to interested student
applicants.”
CHED’s advisory on the

temporary suspension of application for CSPs for AY
2022-2023 came a day after
it announced that the Unified
Student Financial Assistance
System for Tertiary Education (UniFAST), its attached
agency, posted a 99.67 percent
overall budget utilization rate
(BUR) of its continuing Fiscal
Year 2020 allotment for the
implementation of programs
under Universal Access to
Quality Tertiary Education Act
(RA 10931). CHED FB PAGE

Landbank to absorb 2,500 ex-UCPB workers post-merger
FOLLOWING their merger that took effect on March 1,
the state-run Land Bank of the
Philippines (Landbank) will
absorb 2,500 employees of
the dissolved United Coconut
Planters Bank (UCPB).
A Feb. 28 memorandum
order issued by the Governance Commission for Government-Owned or Controlled
Corporations (GCG) approved
11 new positions under Landbank’s digital banking sector,
which will be headed by an executive vice president.

The GCG board abolished
Landbank’s card and e-banking group plus its e-banking
support unit while renaming
four other units to reorganize
the lender’s digital banking
sector.
Instead, the GCG approved creating 2,500 additional positions in Landbank,
which will be filled up by former UCPB employees, among
them 103 positions in the agricultural and development
lending sector; 70 in the corporate services sector; and 111

in the office of the president
and board of directors.
The newest positions in
Landbank up for grabs among
ex-UCPB employees will be in
the branch banking sector,
with 1,711; 493 in the operations sector; two in the treasury and investment banking
sector; and 10 in UCPB subsidiaries to be retained by
Landbank.
Landbank’s reorganization was set into motion by
Executive Order (EO) No. 142
issued by President Duterte

last year to merge it with ailing
UCPB, resulting in what’s now
the Philippines’ second-biggest bank in terms of assets.
“The GCG determined
that it is in the best interest of the state and the public to authorize the creation
of additional positions for
Landbank to promote better,
effective, and efficient services to the public,” it said in
its interim approval to address Landbank’s manpower
requirement.
“The creation of addi-

tional 2,500 positions is coterminous with the approval
of Landbank’s reorganization
by the GCG. The creation of
positions is without prejudice
to the final approval of the
GCG of the reorganization of
Landbank. The funds for the
purpose shall be taken fully
from the corporate funds of
the Landbank, as approved by
its governing board, and no
budgetary support will be provided by the national government for personnel services,”
it added. PDI
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City Hall reassesses
93-1 beneficiaries
THE Cebu City government has already begun
re-assessing the beneficiaries
of 93-1 in a bid to formulate
Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR).
Atty. Collin Rosell, legal
consultant of Cebu City Mayor Michael Rama, the IRR
will help provide a path to a
solution to the problems of
beneficiaries who have not
yet fully acquired the lot they
occupy.
More than 5,000 homeowners from 11 barangays
are involved in the 93-1 land
swap deal with the Cebu City
government and the Cebu
Province.
The re-assessment to determine the current status of
the beneficiaries will be completed within this month,
according to Engr. Dante
Arcilla, head of the Division
for the Welfare of the Urban
Poor (DWUP).
Arcilla added that it is

one of Rama’s orders that the
problem be solved.
As for Rosell’s observation, the issue will rise

once the election season is
approaching.
Based on the report
Rosell received, of the 5,000

homeowners, more than
3,500 of them have not
completed their obligations
before.

Councilor
Raymond
Garcia has also issued a
statement that he is now
once more holding consultations with representatives
of the various homeowners
who have regarding their
concerns.
“Lawom ni nga hisgotanan kay sa dugay nga mga
katuigan human sa termino
sa akong amahan, si kanhi
mayor, Alvin Garcia, wala na
address sa kagamhanan ang
issue sa 93-1,” said Garcia.
He added that negotiations will be done in this
regard.
“Hopefully, with the efforts of the Committee on
Housing, where I am the
chairman, the Division for
the Welfare of the Urban
Poor, and the Local Housing
Board, which is under the
Office of Mayor Mike Rama,
and which I co-chair, everything will be settled and
solved,” Garcia added.

Rama to mediate in City Council passes
P1.6 billion SB
Casas-Alcover conflict
CEBU City Mayor Michael Rama vowed that his
group would look for ways to
resolve the conflict between
former councilor Pastor Alcover Jr. and former city administrator lawyer Floro Casas Jr.
To recall, Casas filed a cyber libel case against Alcover,
resulting in the latter’s recent
arrest, though Alcover was
released after posting a bond
of P20,000 for two counts of
cyberlibel.
Alcover is running as
councilor under Rama’s slate
in the upcoming May 2022
polls.
Partido
Panaghiusa,
which is headed by Casas,
and Partido Barug, which is
headed by Rama, have earlier forged an alliance for the
upcoming elections.
Alcover said he was
caught off-guard by his arrest, especially since the

case did not allegedly pass
through the prosecutor level.
He said he had not received
any subpoena to be able to
answer the charge against
him.
Amid the conflict, Rama
is hoping that things will still
end well between Casas and
Alcover.
“As far as I am concerned,
we will be sitting it down and

wishing all is well that ends
well. And I wish that matter
hopefully, optimistically can
be threshed out in the days
to come,” the mayor said.
Alcover already admitted
that the development may affect the alliance since it could
be said that “nag-away” or
people inside are fighting
each other.
Nevertheless, Rama said

THE Cebu City Council passed the proposed P1.6
billion Supplemental Budget
No.1 on Wednesday night.
Councilor Raymond Garcia, chairperson of the council’s committee on budget and
finance said that items Included in the SB 1 is the fund for the
repayment of the South Road
Properties (SRP) loan, financial assistance for typhoon victims, and Charter Day bonus
for City Hall employees.
Ten council members
were in favor of the proposal,
two were opposed, and two
others abstained.
Other members of the
minority requested that they
be given enough time to
study SB 1, but some other
members of the minority did
not show up during the bud-

get hearing, where department heads presented their
requests, Garcia said.
Councilor Nestor Archival, one of the minority
members, pointed out that
they deserved to be given
enough time.
However, Garcia said it
would not be proper to pass
SB 1 for a long time as it contains important items, such as
the additional P400 million in
aid to typhoon victims, as well
as unclaimed financial assistance for senior citizens and
PWDs from October to December last year.
“Ako silang giingnan nga
we already gave the councilors time to ask the department
heads sa budget hearing. But
they were not present, they
were absent,” said Garcia.

he will focus on looking for
solutions rather than dwelling on the problem.
“No, for as long as there

is a solution, then there will
be no such thing as a concern
to take in the future,” he said.
FREEMAN
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Cebu City mulls constructing
10 medium-rise bldgs

THE Cebu City government plans to put up medium rise buildings (MRBs)
in 10 proposed sites as part
of its housing program for
the poor.
Engineer Dante Arcilla, head of the Division on
the Welfare of the Urban
Poor (DWUP), said this
remains a proposal and is
still being studied more
extensively.
Arcilla said that MRBs
will save space and will be
easier to maintain, especially in establishing water
connection and other basic
services.
He said that many families can be accommodated
in this kind of project.
He earlier said that it is
one of Mayor Michael Rama’s orders to aid homeless people or those having
problems with the status of
their current residence.
If the plan comes into
fruition and is implemented, the city will make sure
that it goes to deserving

individuals based on their
situation, he said.
Arcilla also said that
MRBs are also being put
up as part of housing programs in other countries.
Meanwhile, the city
government has assured
the proper relocation of
more than 2,000 families
in Sitio Bato, Barangay Ermita who will be affected
by the Carbon market modernization project.
Part of the supplemental Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) pushed by
the executive department
to the council was for the
placement of the affected
families.
The council will study
first
the
supplemental
MOA so Arcilla said he cannot tell yet the specific relocation site.
Rama previously said
the government will never
neglect the individuals affected by the construction
of the modernized market.

TARGET RECIPIENTS of the government’s proposed housing program for the poor.

Cebu City’s agriculture
recuperates after Odette

AFTER typhoon Odette
damaged a total value of
P85 million in agricultural
products in 31 mountain
barangays and affecting at
least 5,880 farmers, Cebu
City’s agriculture recovers.
Cebu City Agriculture
Department Head Joelito
Baclayon affirms the full recovery of affected farmers.
In a press conference
last Wednesday morning,
March 2, 2022, Baclayon
said that they have provided the farmers assistance
needed for recovery.
“Gitagaan natog dako
na ayuda ang atong mag
uuma not only sa ilang production but also sad sa pagpamaligya pud sa ilang mga
utanon,” he said.
Baclayon
also
said
that they will be conducting seminars to help secure farmers’ commercial

products.
It can be recalled that
a food terminal is set to be
put up at the South Road
Properties.
This will be exclusive
to products of the farmers,
including thosefrom the
province.

Mayor Michael Rama
visited the mountain barangays last December 18
and 19, 2021 to assess the
damaged areas particularly in Barangays Adlaon,
Guba, Lusaran, Paril, Cambinocot, Tagbao, Sudlon I,
Sudlon II, and Tabunan.

FREEMAN

CHAMP
requirements
Cebu City has a free medical aid program dubbed as
“CITY HOSPITALIZATION ASSISTANCE AND MEDICINES PROGRAM” or CHAMP:
This program is for all Cebu City residents who would
need laboratory exams, medicines, and hospitalization.
The requirements are found below:
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Recovery plan update
presented to Bohol SP
THE shelter cluster of
the Provincial Government
of Bohol’s (PGBh) Barug Bohol Rehabilitation Program
(BBRP) provided Vice Gov.
Rene Relampagos and the
members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP) an
update regarding the latest
developments on the plan
to help those whose homes
were damaged by Typhoon
Ofette.
Engr. Ronnie Bunado,
head of the shelter cluster
of PGBh’s BBRP met with
SP members and said a core
group was established with
the task of facilitating the
rehabilitation efforts for Boholanos whose homes were
either partially or destroyed.
Bunado added that a
website was created where
shelter information and a list
of beneficiaries can be seen
by the donors. It allows donors to choose the beneficiaries to receive their donation.

The shelter cluster is
composed of Gov. Arthur
Yap as chairman with Holy
Name University President
Fr. Ruel Lero as co-chairman
along with award-winning
furniture designer Kenneth
Cobonpue. Cobonpue is also
the chairperson of the Regional Development Council

in Central Visayas.
Bunado said the shelter
cluster shall be responsible,
among others, for the provision of housing assistance
to affected families and individuals, and the relocation of
families living in unsafe areas.
The core shelter model
design dubbed as, “Isiguro

Daan Core Shelter,” was produced free of charge by some
architects and designers, Bunado said.
According to Bunado,
a lot of non-governmental
agencies (NGO), international and local groups have expressed their commitment to
support the project.

These were: National
Housing Authority (NHA),
distributed cash subsidies
to 11,000 households in 27
municipalities;
Humanity
and Inclusion with Shelter
Box, distributed shelter kits
to 13,300 households in 8
municipalities; International
Organization for Migration,
distributed a thousand shelter kits to 1000 households
in 4 municipalities; Tzu Chi
Foundation,
distributed
cash assistance and shelter
kits to 5,069 families in 6
municipalities; Ecosystem
Work for Essential Benefits,
distributed shelter kits to
2,000 households in 4 municipalities; Bohol for Leni,
distributed shelter kits to a
thousand households in 4
municipalities;
Philippine
Red Cross, distributed housing kits to 400 households in
Ubay town and the Rotary
Club provided housing kits to
2,000 households. PRIMER

DILG grants Antequera P23.5M for waterworks rehab
THE Department of Interior and Local Government
(DILG) through its Sagana at
Ligtas na Tubig Para sa Lahat (SALINTUBIG) project,
granted P23.5 million to the
Municipality of Antequera to
improve its water service,
It will also enhance the
capacity of Antequera Waterworks System and in the process, increase local income
from water consumers.
During the recent Presidential
Communications

Operations Office Network
Briefing News, Mayor Lilioso Nunag shared how the
town’s Waterworks System
failed when the typhoon
cut the power supplying the
town’s electricity needs, and
how trees toppled and uprooted by the storm’s fierce
winds slit lines open and cut
tap water connections, making the town’s revenue generator out and the community practically without reliable
potable water supply.

There was no electricity to start with as the power lines were toppled, fallen
trees and debris blocking water lines and closing road networks, compromising communication and hampering
rescue and relief operations.
“Without electricity to
power our water systems, we
started to look at the immediate operation of the ruined
Antequera Waterworks System, considering the community’s critical need for po-

table water,” Nunag sais,
Nunag added that “with a
P500,000 donation from the
Metro Manila Development
Authority (MMDA), coursed
through Gov. Arthur Yap,
we purchased three 10 KVA
generators for the town’s
pumping units, backed up by
three more smaller generators from the Provincial Government and the LGU owned
standby generators, we were
able to resume the waterworks operations and with

broken connections we have
to commence water rationing
using water tanks and fire
trucks.”
For a month, Antequera
had also the services of a water treatment facility care of
the Metropolitan waterworks
and Sewerage Systems., the
mayor continued.
For now, with the Salintubig project, the town’s
waterworks system is more
resilient, Nunag said. PIA-7/
BOHOL

DepEd validates 15 Bohol schools for F2F classes
FIFTEEN public schools
in Bohol started to go through
inspection by the Department
of Education (DepEd) to
check preparedness to restart
face-to-face classes amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
DepEd Assistant Schools
Division
Superintendent
Danilo Gudelosao said the 15
schools located in the towns
of Panglao, Alburquerque,
Getafe, Candijay, Cortes and
Loboc submitted letters of in-

tent to the agency to resume
physical classes.
The schools were:
Panglao
Balicasag
Elementary
School
Lourdes
Elementary
School
Bil-isan
Elementary
School
Looc Elementary School
Panglao Central Elementary School
Panglao East Central Ele-

mentary School
Tawala
Elementary
School
Bolod Elementary School
Felix Bompat High School
Alburquerque
Cantiguib
Elementary
School
Candijay
Tambongan
National
High School
Can-oling
Elementary
School.
Getafe

Sto. Nino Elementary
School
Loboc
Triple Union Elementary
School
Cortes
Famita National High
School
The factors considered
in the validation of schools’
declaration of being ready to
resume classes are the vaccination status of faculty, retrofitting of classrooms, and

concurrence or support of local government units.
Those undergoing validation will also conduct class
simulations which will be
attended
Gudelosao said three
teams from DepEd Bohol
have been deployed to inspect
the schools. More schools are
expected to be validated in
the forthcoming weeks after
they send their letters of intent. BOHOL CHRONICLE
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Biden sanctions
Russian oligarchs

THE US has announced
fresh sanctions on Russian
oligarchs - the latest attempt
to squeeze President Vladimir Putin as his invasion of
Ukraine continues.
The new penalties will
target members of the Russian elite, their families,
and close associates, cutting
them off from the US financial system.
“The goal is to maximize
the impact on Putin,” US
President Joe Biden said.
Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s
press secretary, is among
those targeted in the latest
blockade.
Peskov, 54, is already
sanctioned by the European
Union, and now joins a list
of eight oligarchs and nearly

two dozen of
sian people,”
their family
the
White
members and
House
said
associates
on Thursday.
whose assets
“We will conin the US will
tinue to work
be frozen, and
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have enriched themselves Russian oligarchs who have
“These
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dollars off this violent regime” when speaking of the
Ukraine crisis at his State of
the Union address.
On Thursday, Biden said
the existing sanctions carried
out with Western allies, such
as blocking Moscow from the
Swift international payments
system
and
restrictions
against the Russian central
bank, were already having a
“profound” impact.
“Our interest is maintaining the strongest unified
economic impact campaign
on Putin in all history and I
think we’re well on the way
to doing that,” he said.
The UK also announced
further sanctions against two
Russian oligarchs on Thursday. BBC

Washington urged to recognize Google suspends all
ad sales in Russia
Taiwan as sovereign nation
ON HIS first-ever trip to
Taipei, former U.S. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo on
Friday said the U.S. should
formally recognize Taiwan
as a sovereign nation while
continuing to diplomatically
engage with China.
“The United States government should immediately take necessary and long
overdue steps to do the right
and obvious thing which
is to offer the Republic of
China (Taiwan) America’s
diplomatic recognition as a
free and sovereign country,”
Pompeo said in a speech, referring to Taiwan’s formal
name.

“It’s about America’s
diplomatic recognition of
the Republic of China (Taiwan), while the United States
would continue to engage
with the People’s Republic of
China as a sign of the government,” he said. “America’s
diplomatic recognition of the
23 million freedom-loving
Taiwanese people and its legally, democratically elected
government can no longer be
ignored,” Pompeo added.
Washington’s
former
top diplomat said there is
“no need for Taiwan to declare independence because
it’s already an independent
nation.”

Governments
across
the world are wrestling with
what their formal relationship with Taiwan should.
Last Sunday, former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe called on Washington to
drop its “strategic ambiguity” on whether it would come
to the defense of Taiwan if it
came under attack.
His visit has angered
Beijing. Asked about his trip,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said: “The relevant actions
from Pompeo are despicable
and inevitably a futile effort.”
BLOOMBERG

175 countries agree to plastic waste treaty
THE world has taken its
biggest step yet to curb the
plastic pollution crisis.
The United Nations said
Wednesday that representatives of 175 countries have
agreed to develop a first-ofits-kind global treaty to restrict plastic waste. The resolution followed negotiations
over the past week at the fifth
session of the U.N. Environment Assembly in Nairobi,
Kenya.

The treaty aims to tackle
one of the most pressing environmental issues the world
faces. The sheer pervasiveness of plastic waste has been
widely recognized in recent
years, with plastic debris
identified everywhere from
Arctic snow to the bottom
of the Mariana Trench, the
deepest point in the ocean.
Microplastics, tiny pieces of
the material, have also been
found in the digestive tracts

of a range of species, from
fish to seabirds, and even
humans.
The U.N. said member
states agreed to begin crafting a legally binding international agreement that addresses the “full lifecycle of
plastic,” from its production
to its disposal.
Inger Andersen, the executive director of the U.N.
Environment
Program,
called the resolution, “the

ALPHABET
Inc’s
(GOOGL.O) Google said on
Thursday that it had stopped
selling online advertising
in Russia, a ban that covers
search, YouTube, and outside
publishing partners.
The move by the world’s
top seller of online ads by
revenue follows similar pauses in Russia by Twitter Inc
(TWTR.N) and Snap Inc
(SNAP.N) after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
“In light of the extraordinary circumstances, we’re
pausing Google ads in Russia,” the company said in a
statement. “The situation is
evolving quickly, and we will
continue to share updates
when appropriate.”
Google
earlier
had
banned Russian state-funded media from buying or
selling ads through its technology. It also had invoked
its sensitive events policy,

which bars marketing that
seeks to take advantage of
the war, with an exception
for protest or anti-war ads.
Russia’s communications
regulator Roskomnadzor on
Monday ordered Google to
stop showing ads that contained inaccurate information
about casualties sustained by
Russian forces and Ukrainian
civilians.
On Thursday, the regulator told Google to stop showing YouTube ads with “false
political information” about
Ukraine that aimed “to misinform the Russian audience”
about current events, the
Wall Street Journal reported.
Google last year paid
more than 32 million rubles in
fines over content violations.
The SPARK business database showed last year that
Google’s turnover in Russia
in 2020 was 85.5 billion rubles ($790 million). REUTERS

most significant environmental multilateral deal”
since the Paris Agreement,
a landmark accord signed by
196 countries in 2015 that
aims to limit global warming
to below 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The proliferation of plastic has grown astronomically, from more than 2 million
tons produced in 1950 to
nearly 400 million tons produced in 2017, according to
the U.N. NBC

