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Former COMELEC official hears people’s concerns

FORMER Commission on
Election (COMELEC) Commissioner Gregorio “Goyo” Larrazabal said he is running for congressmen in Leyte’s 4th district
to provide the people better public service.
Larrazabal, a lawyer, said he
was first planning to run for senator in the coming May 9, 2022
election, but the barangay captains, professionals, and leaders
of ordinary people urged him to
run for congressman instead.
“All the residents in the
fourth district are now ready
to vote for candidates who can
sincerely serve them in the next
three years,” said Larrazabal in
an interview with Yagyagan program over DYRC radio.
Larrazabal said the barangay officials in the 4th district
were dismayed because under
the present congresswoman,
there are no projects in their respective jurisdiction.
“There are big projects in
the fourth district which are irrelevant to the people’s lives. The
people need water, light, and
medicines among others that
are not given to them. So when
the people requested me to run,
and when I realized that I can do
something for them, I decided to
run for the congressman,” Larrazabal said.
He said the people of the

4th district of Leyte begged for
good services but were ignored.
The character of a leader who
ignores the suffering of their
constituents is not a trait of the
Filipinos. A leader must not turn
his back on his responsibility. It
is the duty of a leader to help the
people in need.
The 4th district of Leyte is
composed of Ormoc City and
the Municipalities of Albuera,
Isabel, Kananga, Matagom, Merida and Palompon.
Larrazabal commented that
the market vendors of Kananga
who refused to support the incumbent municipal officials are
now suffering from harassment
and there stalls were closed.
Their wares which were taken
on credit from suppliers are now
rotten.
“This bad thing that happened to the vendors is not of
any mistake but because of politics,” Larrazabal said.
He said that when he will sit
in Congress by July 1, 2022, he
will immediately file a House
Bill for additional benefits
of senior citizens and Barangay Health Workers
(BHW), giving incentives
to private companies that
can hire more employees,
and to amend the electoral process.
Larrazabal has four

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
programs to uplift the living
condition of the people in Leyte’s
4th district. The first is to repair
all the barangay roads including
the pathways and walkways in
municipalities. Second, provide
over-the-counter medicines to
barangay health centers and barangay clinics. Third, provision
of streetlights in all barangay
roads using solar to avoid payments for electrification. The
fourth is to improve the water
system in the entire district.
“I came up with these four
programs because these are the
immediate needs of the people.
We have to be barangay-based.

In the time of health pandemic,
we should prioritize the needs of
the people,” Larrazabal said.
He said that the realization
of these projects depends on the
unity and support of the leaders
and the people themselves who
are the end-users.
Larrazabal who is a stockholder of Cebu Doctor’s Hospital
and other Larrazabal-led hospitals in the country, said that he
has two health programs. One is
medicines to all barangay health
centers, and the other is to provide medical services in all municipalities by installing X-ray
machines, dialysis machines
and ultrasound machines.
If this will be realized, the
people of the towns of Albuera,
Isabel, Matagom, Kananga, Merida, and Palompon will not anymore go to Ormoc City for medical check-ups and medication.
He said that during the
lockdown because of Covid-19,
the people of these towns were
deprived of check-ups and hospitalization because the border
was closed. As a matter of
fact, some sick people even
died on the border of Ormoc City.
“So, the goal of our
health program is to
bring services nearer
to the people. It is also
to ensure that nobody

is deprived of health service,”
Larrazabal said.
He said the purpose of a
person in entering the government is to serve the people, not
to make business. Serbisyo, dili
negosyo.
“If you want to make business, resign from the government and make business outside without using the government to advance your business
interest,” Larrazabal said.
Larrazabal said that he has
roamed around almost all barangays in Leyte’s 4th district
and the people are happy to be
visited by a candidate like him
who listens to their complaints.
“When I visited the barangays, the people were happy.
They told me about their concerns, their needs, and their
plans for their barangays. It is
important to hear the people so
you will know your priorities,”
Larrazabal said.
Larrazabal said he will also
monitor in Congress, through
the Committee on Health, the
implementation of the Universal
Health Care Act so all Filipinos,
rich or poor, can avail of the benefit of the law.
He said he will also file a
House Bill for the increase in
food production in the agricultural sector, so later on; the country will achieve food security.
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LTFRB-7, LBP distribute
fuel subsidy cards

THE Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board-7 together with
several branches of Land
Bank of the Philippines performed a simultaneous distribution of Pantawid Pasada
Program cards/fuel subsidy
cards Saturday.
LTFRB-7 regional director Eduardo Montealto Jr.
said that the distributions
were done in Cebu, Bohol
and Dumaguete City to qualified beneficiaries.
Montealto,
however,
clarified that these cards
were part of the year 2021
that were not distributed in
that year.
“Kaning mga cards nga
gi-distribute karon kay pag
2021 pa unta ni dapat mahatag but ang cards bag-o ra
man ni naabot,” Montealto
told The Freeman.
He said that under the
2021 Pantawid Pasada Pro-

gram, qualified beneficiaries
- the jeepney operators who
are valid franchise holder are entitled to receive P7,200

per unit.
“Ang mga valid franchise
holder ra man ang entitled
hatagan ani unya siya na ang

mohatag sa card kung kinsa
ang buot niyang pa draybon
sa iyang unit,” Montealto
explained.

This 2021 fuel subsidy
has already a budget which
was incorporated under the
General Appropriations Act
of 2021.
For this year, the beneficiaries of the 2022 Pantawid
Pasada cards or fuel subsidy
cards were expanded that
would include operators of
buses, vans-for-hire, taxi and
other four-wheeled public
utility vehicles.
The card this time contained P6,500 as fuel subsidy.
“Kadtong naa nay card,
automatic na na isulod sa
Landbank ang kwarta aron
gamiton na nila patubil og
fuel sa selected gasoline stations,” said Montealto.
The Pantawid Pasada
Program provides fuel vouchers in the form of cash cards
to qualified beneficiaries as
one of the government’s flagship social mitigation measures. FREEMAN

Filipinos suffering from fuel price hikes
BUSINESS
Leader
Philip N. Tan said that the
Filipinos are now suffering from the high prices of
fuel caused mainly by the
war between Russia and
Ukraine.
Tan, a former president
of the Mandaue Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-

try (MCCI), said fuel prices
have already increased for
11 consecutive weeks and
more increases are coming.
He said that in the first
week of March, the fuel
price was US$115 per barrel
so that by this week, the increase of diesel alone is between P3 to P4 per liter.

He said the issue now
is not anymore Covid-19
or the devastation of Super
Typhoon Odette but the
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine.
“What I have analyzed
is that the war will affect
worldwide, and we are experiencing it now. The fuel

price will continue to rise,”
Tan said.
He said that the other
issue now is how the world
reacts to the conflict between the two countries.
Tan said that, the labor
will ask for a wage increase,
the transport sector will ask
for a fare increase and the

ACOP deadline on March 31: SSS
THE Social Security System (SSS) reminds its members that the deadline for
the Annual Confirmation of
Pensioners (ACOP) will be
March 31, 2022.
SSS Public Information
Officer Maria Cleotilda Cabanero said the concerned pensioners must report to their
nearest office on or before
March 31, 2022, to comply
with their yearly appearance.
Cabanero said that during
the Covid-19 pandemic in
2020 until 2021, there was
no ACOP. So, an advisory was
released by SSS that starting

October 2021 to March 31,
2022, all pensioners concerned were given a chance
to visit SSS offices or submit
online through SSS portals
their annual confirmation.
Those who have no time
were advised to submit their
annual confirmation through
drop box so SSS can see and
update their credential.
Cabanero said that by
April 1, 2022, SSS will start
checking on who failed to
comply, and the monthly
pension will be suspended
for those who failed to do so
starting the month of May

2022 until the pensioners
are concerned will comply.
Those who fail to comply with
March 31, 2022, deadline can
still receive the April 2022
pension because the pension
will be generated one week
before the deadline.
Cabanero said that ACOP
is mandatory for survivor
pensioners which means
they continuously receive the
pension of pensioners who
already died. This is to determine whether the survivor
pensioners are still alive and
have not remarried. If they
marry again, the pension will

be immediately cut off.
Cabanero said that pensioners who had reported in
2021 are not included in the
March 31, 2022, deadline.
She said that she received three ACOPs who already died but had complied
last year.
She added that there are
cases that some pensioners have died but members
of their respective families
continue to collect a monthly pension. That is illegal and
they must refund the SSS of
the total amount they’ve received. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

airlines will ask for aviation
fuel surcharges. Quantifiable to that, it will result in
inflation.
“How to control inflation? Well, of course, our
number one priority is food.
We must have food security. Food is unavoidable as
food is life. Everybody will
eat every day. But the prices
of food are now increasing
also.” Tan said.
He said that the government and the private sector
must consider two things in
agriculture. These are the
seeds and the soil. If you
have seeds, but no irrigation, it’s useless.
“I don’t care if the government has no projects if
there is food security and
abundance of water. Food
and water are life,” Tan
said.
He said that while there
are enough funds in the
government, it’s a matter of
priority, how to appropriate
the money in accordance
with the needs of the people. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Prevention of illness
better than cure: Margot

CEBU City mayoralty
candidate Margot Osmeña
said the most important in a
health program is illness prevention which is better than
cure.
Osmeña, who is also a
former Cebu City councilor
and former mayor-OIC, said
that during the term of her
husband, former Mayor Tomas R. Osmeña, there was a
health program called “Long
Life” which was the only
health program for Local
Government Units (LGUs) in
the world.
The maintenance medicines will be delivered to the
doorsteps of the concerned
Cebu City residents “for
free.”
“There were about more
than 40,000 city residents
who availed for the daily free
maintenance medicines, re-

gardless of ages
and
political
color. That’s a
preventive act.
Also, that’s a
multi-faceted
program,” Osmeña said.
Osmeña said
that first; it provides preventive
medicines free
of charge. Second, it provides
employment
to the delivery
persons
who
develop a good
relationship
with the beneficiary.
Most
of the delivery
persons are outof-school youth
who were given
a chance to earn

a living. It makes
them feel needed,” Osmeña said.
On the other
hand, Osmeña is
advocating for the
transfer of some
health program
activities like regular check-ups to
the barangays.
“The people
who will go to the
hospital must be
those who need
hospital care. It
will trim down
the expenses and
bring the health
services
closer
to the community. Hopefully, if I
will be given the
opportunity to be
the mayor again, I
will fast-track it,”

Osmeña said.
She said that when she
was a city councilor, the government had a “mammogram on wheels” wherein a
van with medical equipment
catered to women in barangay health centers instead
of going to the hospital with
high expenses.
On the other hand, Osmeña said they are not
against modernization like
that of the Carbon market,
but they are not in favor of
privatization.
She said most of the Carbon market buyers have a
budget or P200 or P300 a
day for their daily food or for
small livelihood.
“If this will be privatized,
naturally, the ones who will
rake big profits are the big
corporations,” Osmeña said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Register corporations online: SEC
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
Cebu Extension Office said
it is now easy to register corporations through online
applications.
Atty. Sheara Lupango-Tamayo, new SEC-Cebu
director, said that it’s easy at
SEC which supervises corporations and the capital market
of investors.
SEC has several updates
on initiatives through online
intervention
She said that those applicants who lined up at the SEC
office before have to do it on-

line at present. Just access the
SEC link and follow the guide,
and fill up information step
by steps like names, addresses and nationalities, and the
purpose of the corporation.
“All of these are online.
There is no more face-to-face
or walk-in application. You
can get your online registration through the so-called
Electronic Simplified Processing of Application for
Registration of Companies
(esPARCs),”
Lupango-Tamayo said.
Lupango-Tamayo
said
that they also have a program

that in two minutes, you can
register a company and get a
digital certificate.
She said these initiatives have started even before Covid-19 but enhanced
and modified because of the
pandemic.
“So, we are hoping that
it will be a zero face-to-face
transaction in the future,”
Lupango-Tamayo.
In the past years, groups
of persons just registered
companies to gain legal personality but failed to comply
with the annual reporting.
Lupango-Tamayo
said

that while it is easy to register companies now, SEC is
strengthening the monitoring
compliance. In two minutes,
you can have your certificate,
you must also comply with
the reporting.
“Are you regularly submitting your annual reports
like General Information
Sheet (GIS) and financial
statements? If you failed to
comply, there are procedures
to be done. For example, a
company can be suspended,
revoked, or under delinquent
status. The submission of reports is also digital starting

April 2022,” Lupango-Tamayo said.
She added that for corporations that are not reporting,
the incorporators shall find
whether these have been revoked or suspended.
“In the past, we issued
mass suspension to comply
which was also given a chance
to submit reports or comply.
If they did not comply, they
are deemed suspended. If
the owners want to continue
operation, the first thing to
do is to lift the suspension,”
Lupango-Tamayo said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Poor suffer because of Dasig Cards
HUNDREDS of poor Cebuanos continue to line up
overnight outside malls and
hardware stores to be able to
redeem their Dasig Cards.
These cards were distributed by the Cebu Province of
Cebu as Ayuda for those hit
by super typhoon Odette that
badly hit Cebu on December
17 instead of cash.
“Uwahi na nanghatag,
giagi pa gyud og Dasig Cards.
Nganong wa na man lang

gihatag ang kwarta?” asked
middle-aged Emily (full name
withheld) who was queuing
overnight at Gaisano Tabunok.
Several also expressed
disgust to the reason put forth
by Gov. Gwen Garcia that the
cards would ensure the beneficiaries would use the Ayuda
for good.
“Wa diay siyay salig sa
mga Sugboanon?” asked Daisy Mae (full name withheld),
another Dasig Card beneficia-

ry who spent the night outside
the Gaisano Tabunok just to
be accommodated when the
store opens.
Meanwhile,
Capitol’s
Sugbo News has begun circulating a video on how supposed beneficiaries have used
their cards. The communications arm of the provincial
government remains mum
on the continued long lines
of poor Cebuanos of unredeemed Dasig Cards.

HUNDREDS continue to gather overnight outside the Gaisano Tabunok in
Talisay City. This is reportedly happening in different parts of the Province
of Cebu.
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Leni leads – Google
Google Trends has
been an effective gauge in
predicting who will win
in elections in the United States, Greece, Spain,
Germany, Brazil, and
Thailand. In 2016, Google
Trends correctly predicted the victory of President
Rodrigo Duterte.
Google
Trends
Weekly Notes
makes this possible by
using artificial intelli- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
gence or AI to crunch
the number of searches for certain keywords and positive
engagements. Then Google Trends determine the Share of
Voice online. This is not a survey. However, the winning candidate gets more search traffic and more votes.
For us who are not particularly techy, Google Trends
launched last March 9 this page on the most searched presidential and vice-presidential candidates in the Philippines.
Go and view the page for yourself. And the most searched
candidates were Vice President Leni Robredo and Davao
Mayor Inday Sara Duterte.
Robredo got 48 percent of the searches. Former senator
Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. only obtained 25 percent.
They are followed by Sen. Manny Pacquiao at 12 percent, Isko
Moreno at 10 percent, and Sen. Ping Lacson at five percent.
Meanwhile, Inday Sara garnered 43 percent of the searches, closely followed by Sen. Kiko Pangilinan at 39 percent.
Senate President Tito Sotto was a far third with 11 percent.
Walden Bello got five percent and Lito Atienza obtained two
percent.
In an earlier Philippine Star column, Andrew Masigan
predicted a Robredo victory come May 9, 2022 based on the
Google Trends results.
Suspended
Google Trends is a reliable indicator of electoral performance compared to that of the RP-Mission and Development Foundation, an entity with a suspended registration at
the Security and Exchange Commission (SEC). Would you
trust a survey conducted by a foundation suspended by the
SEC?
In the foundation’s survey, Marcos Jr. and Inday Sara
topped the survey. But what tickles me was the 78% results
for Gov. Gwen Garcia and a measly 15 percent for Ace Durano. In Cebu City, the foundation’s survey made my friend
Councilor Dave Tumulak win at 38 percent despite having
no party organization to back him up. He was followed by
Mayor Mike Rama at 30 percent and Margot Osmeña at
25 percent. The foundation also humored Gov. Garcia with
supposedly being the top governor in the country. Perhaps,
one could just look at Google Trends and see Durano overtaking Garcia in their gubernatorial race.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is PRWorks Inc. co-founder and
director for strategic communications, He is also an officer of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or
POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Another crisis comes
We have yet to emerge
totally free from the Covid-19
pandemic.
Until the Province of
Cebu accelerates further its
vaccination drive, the longer
will we take to reach herd
immunity. It does not help
that Gov. Gwen Garcia would
insist on the rights of the unvaccinated instead of using
the Capitol’s vast communications infrastructure to urge
the majority of Cebuanos to
get vaxxed. Meanwhile, our
provincial and district hospitals remain in their sorry
state.
We still must grapple
with the destruction wrought
by super typhoon Odette.
The gross mismanagement
of the Capitol’s Ayuda program in the form of Dasig

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Cards brought more suffering for poor Cebuanos.
Today, another crisis
comes. We face daily increases in the price of fuel that
triggers spiraling inflation –
a situation brought about by
the worsening Ukraine-Russian war.
We agonize because the
present “best” leadership at
the Capitol failed to show
good crisis management
amidst the pandemic and
in the face and aftermath of
Odette.
The
Ukraine-Russian
war may be happening across
the globe. But the impact adversely affects us.
Even as we suffer yet
again, our leadership must
go beyond mitigation at the
local level. We must force
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ourselves to understand
geopolitics.
The Philippines should
avoid the fate of Ukraine.
We should avoid being in the
frontline of any military confrontation and competition
consequential to the power
struggle of the superpowers,
which is not to our advantage,
and not in line with the country’s core national interests.
We urge Ukraine and
Russia to sit down and negotiate for the sake of their people and the world. The world
cannot afford another world
war while it is still trying to
recover from the COVID-19
pandemic.
This we must do even as
we ponder and maneuver the
politics and economics of the
West Philippine Sea.
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Deutsche Bank to Drop Business in Russia

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Amidst criticism from
investors, Germany’s largest banking institution is the
latest international company to sever ties with Russia,
just one day after saying
it would not do so. Deutsche Bank, which had estimated global assets of $1.3
trillion in 2020, according
to Statista, had been one
of the holdouts among the
banking industry in regard
to a Russian exodus. Other large financial conglomerates such as JPMorgan
Chase and Goldman Sachs
had previously announced
they would halt business in
Russia. Despite the mass
condemnation of Russia by
the international banking
community, Deutsche Bank
CEO Christian Sewing said
in a letter to staff on Thursday that his company would
not withdraw from the
country, in a move also defended by the bank’s chief
financial officer. Sewing
wrote in the letter, which
described why Deutsche
Bank would remain in Russia during the ongoing war
in Ukraine: The answer is
that this would go against
our values. He added that it
would not be the right thing

to do in terms of managing
those client relationships
and helping them to manage
their situation. However,
the company said that their
current presence in Russia was “very limited,” with
reported loan exposures
of about $1.5 billion. In a
reversal of course Friday
night, Deutsche Bank released a statement confirming that the company would
indeed stop business in
Russia. The statement said
that it condemns the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
the strongest possible terms
and supports the German
government and its allies in
defending our democracy
and freedom. (Newsweek)
oOo
Sony Pictures Entertainment said Friday (Mar
11) that it has paused business operations in Russia,
two weeks after the studio
suspended theatrical releases in the country. In
a message to staff, Sony
Pictures
Entertainment
Chairman Tony Vinciquerra wrote that the studio
would halt planned home
entertainment releases, including “Spider-Man: No
Way Home,” and any fu-

ture television distribution
deals. Crunchyroll also suspended its anime streaming
service in Russia. Sony Pictures is a unit of Sony. The
film studio’s decision to
suspend operations, amid
growing concerns about
the violence in Ukraine,
follows similar steps earlier this week by Sony Music
and Sony Interactive Entertainment, which halted software and hardware
shipments. (CNA)
oOo
E-commerce
giant
Amazon has announced a
hiring program to create
opportunities for women
in partnership with its delivery service partners in
Saudi Arabia. The company first launched the program in 2021 in Riyadh,
Jeddah, Abha, and Dammam, creating significant
interest among women to
work in the logistics industry. It added that this
year the program will scale
up with opportunities for
female delivery associates in Jizan, Al Qassim,
Makkah, Madinah and Al
Hofuf. Through this initiative, Amazon said it has
reinforced its commitment

to enabling Saudi women
to build successful careers
in e-commerce, logistics
and delivery industries.
Working with its delivery
service partners, Amazon
added that it will upskill
and train Saudi women for
the new roles. (Arabian
Business)
oOo
Hope has faded quickly for a handful of Western companies eager to
recover planes leased to
airlines in Russia, with the
authorities their intent on
keeping foreign-registered
aircraft within the country and President Vladimir
V. Putin openly discussing
nationalizing the assets of
foreign businesses. As of
Thursday, there were 523
aircraft leased to Russian
carriers by companies outside the country, according to IBA, a consulting
firm. Of those, 101 are on
lease to S7 Airlines and 89
to Aeroflot. Both airlines
have stopped flying internationally, eliminating
any chance of repossessing
the planes on foreign soil.
(The New York Times)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com)

Shoot Your Ball To Your Own Goal

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

There was once a young
man named Pito. All he
wanted to do at that time
was play basketball. His
dream was to be part of
his barangay’s basketball
team. Every summer he
would try out for the team,
and every time he failed.
Until that unforgettable
summer, when he tried out
again, he was accepted.
That summer, he achieved
his long-time dream. He
worked harder than ever.
He would wake up even before their roosters. At the
crack of dawn, he would
put on his rubber shoes
and run for a couple of kilometers. He never missed a
single practice of the team.
Pito’s eyes were on the ball
– to be the star player.
Until the big day came.
Pito’s own team playing

with another barangay’s
team. He was kind of frustrated at the start because
he was made to warm the
bench. Until such a time
that he was asked to play
by the coach. Pito was ecstatic, he was agile and
brimming with energy.
All the sacrifices of preparation seem to pay off. At
the last minute of the last
quarter of the game, Pito
was holding the ball. 70 on
Pito’s team, 71 on the opponent. The win lies in the
hands of Pito. He heard
the cheering of his family,
friends, and supporters.
With all his might and determination, Pito was able
to shoot the ball. Indeed,
his wanting to be known
as the 3 pointers paid off.
But do you know what happened next?

Pito’s team left the
court with their heads
bowed down. The other
team was cheering. Yes, he
was able to shoot the ball
but to the opponent’s goal.
Life my dear friends is like
basketball. You don’t shoot
your ball to the opponent’s
goal but to your own goal.
Some people finish a
course, enter into a relationship, pursue a career
and later on realize that it
was not what they wanted.
They spend their resources
– time, money, and energy in the pursuit of aspirations they later on realized were not what they
truly wanted after all. That
would be like playing basketball and not shooting
your ball to your own goal.
Focus is what we need.
Be mindful of your own

goals. It is so easy to get
lost in a world of pure ambition, wanting, and desires. What is truly important to you? We only have
one life. What would bring
you joy, happiness, and
peace?
With so much noise
around us, with voices whispering our ears,
with the world telling us
what our dreams should
be and how lives must be
lived- the ability to focus
is a must. What does your
heart truly desire?
Before you go to sleep
and when the world seems
quieter, ask yourself this
question. What can I do
tomorrow that will help
me get closer to my goal?
Now, eyes on the ball and
make sure you shoot your
ball to your own goal.
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The changing of ways: Anti–Hazing Law

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I have witnessed how
fraternities all over the city
attended training for Emergency Medical Service and
Basic Fire Fighting Course
instead of the usual fraternity initiation.
This is unprecedented
considering that most of the
fraternities were used of the
initiation they normally con-

duct. A fraternity initiation is
any type of ritual (which may
involve hazing) that pledges
must go through in order to
be formally accepted into a
fraternity.
One incident changed
the equation in the death of
Leonardo Villa in 1991. Villa
died from multiple injuries
when he underwent hazing
rites by the Aquila Legis, a
fraternity of law students at
the Ateneo de Manila University. Two decades later
in 2012, the Supreme Court
of the Philippines found five
members of the fraternity guilty of reckless imprudence resulting in homicide.
The Anti-Hazing Act couldn’t
be applied to the five since it
was still yet to be enacted as
law when Villa died.
The Anti-Hazing Law
otherwise known as the REPUBLIC ACT No. 8049 , “AN
ACT REGULATING HAZING AND OTHER FORMS
OF INITIATION RITES IN
FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES, AND OTHER ORGA-

NIZATIONS AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR defines hazing as an
initiation rite or practice as
a prerequisite for admission
into membership in a fraternity, sorority or organization
by placing the recruit, neophyte or applicant in some
embarrassing or humiliating
situations such as forcing
him to do menial, silly, foolish and other similar tasks
or activities or otherwise
subjecting him to physical
or psychological suffering or
injury.
The law prohibits hazing or initiation rites in any
form or manner by a fraternity, sorority or organization shall be allowed without
prior written notice to the
school authorities or head of
organization seven (7) days
before the conduct of such
initiation. The written notice
shall indicate the period of
the initiation activities which
shall not exceed three (3)
days, shall include the names
of those to be subjected to

such activities, and shall further contain an undertaking
that no physical violence be
employed by anybody during
such initiation rites.
Heavy penalty as the
imposition of the penalty of
reclusion perpetua if death,
rape, sodomy, or mutilation
results therefrom and the
penalty of reclusion temporal
in its maximum period (17
years, 4 months, and 1 day to
20 years) if in consequence
of the hazing the victim shall
become insane, imbecile, impotent or blind and other impossible penalties.
The owner of the place
where hazing is conducted
shall be liable as an accomplice when he has actual
knowledge of the hazing conducted therein but failed to
take any action to prevent the
same from occurring. If the
hazing is held in the home of
one of the officers or members of the fraternity, group,
or organization, the parents
shall be held liable as principals when they have actu-

al knowledge of the hazing
conducted therein but failed
to take any action to prevent
the same from occurring.
The school authorities
including faculty members
who consent to the hazing or
who have actual knowledge
thereof, but failed to take any
action to prevent the same
from occurring shall be punished as accomplices for the
acts of hazing committed by
the perpetrators.
The presence of any person during the hazing is prima facie evidence of participation therein as principal
unless he prevented the commission of the acts punishable herein.
President Rodrigo Duterte recently signed RA 11053
or The Anti-Hazing Act of
2018. RA 11053 is an act prohibiting hazing and regulating other forms of initiation
rites of fraternities, sororities, and other organizations.
Now fraternities are now
involved in saving lives and
have become our new heroes.

64 bets for 12 Senate seats

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

The Commission on
Election (COMELEC) has
recorded a total of 64 candidates for senator, but
the Filipino electorate only
knew a few of them.
So, I suggest that the
voting populace must conduct research on who among
them are suitable to become
senators of the country.
We have to elect 12 senators out of the 64 candidates, so we have to choose
the best of them, especially
that we are facing critical
times ahead in health and
the economy.
The next set of senators
must pass laws that could
uplift the living condition of
the people and balance the
income of the working force
and food production.
Whether you like it or
not, even if industrialization
is increasing, agriculture remains the backbone of the
Philippine economy.
So, senators must pass
measures that will strengthen the existing laws protecting the rights of the workers
and increase food produc-

tion by farmers.
This is important because even if the income of
the workers will increase but
the prices of food go high,
their money will have lesser
value. For example, an economic expert said that the
real value of money of the
people, when used to buy
food and other necessities
in life, is P0.35 per peso. So,
if you have P100, the equivalent if you go shopping
is P35. This means that if
you’ve bought one full basket of food with your P100
one decade ago, you can only
have less than half a basket
today.
For me, I have initially
chosen six candidates whom
I will vote in the coming
May 9, 2022, polls. They are
Senator Richard “Dick” Gordon, Congressman Alan Peter Cayetano, Senator Riza
Hontiveros, former senator
Antonio Trillanes, Dra. Minguita Padilla, and former
head of the Presidential Anti-Corruption Commission
Greco Belgica.
I will vote for Gordon

not because he is a friend of
mine but because of his service to the Filipino people
whether he is in a private office or in government. In the
Senate, he is the chairman
of the Senate Blue Ribbon
Committee investigating the
multi-billion peso Pharmally anomaly. As Philippine
Red Cross CEO, Gordon has
built thousands of houses
for the victims of Super Typhoon Ruping in Northern
Cebu. When he was the secretary of the Department of
Tourism (DOT), he installed
a big statue of Lapu-Lapu in
Luneta.
I will also vote for Cayetano because he is a politician with strong leadership. He spearheaded the
Bayanihan laws in response
to Covid-19 when he was the
House Speaker. He helped
several people nationwide.
I will also vote for
Trillanes because he decides
things for the benefit of the
people regardless if these
are unpopular.
I will vote for Riza Hontiveros because she is a ser-

vant leader, which means
a leader who serves. She
allocated P40 million for a
gymnasium in San Remigio.
Cebu and P200 million to
improve the hospital in the
City of Bogo, Cebu.
I will vote Dra. Padilla
because we need a Doctor of
Medicine in the Senate. Padilla used to be a director of
Philhealth and denounced
the anomalies there. She
used to head the Philippine
Eye Bank and made several
blinds see the beauty of the
world. She is the daughter of
the late Supreme Court Senior Justice Teodoro Padilla. Her grandfather was also
a senior justice of the High
Tribunal. She is the niece of
the late Senator Ambrosio
Padilla.
I will also vote Belgica
because we want a person
in the Senate who wants to
eradicate graft and corruption in government which is
estimated to 20 percent of
the annual national budget.
He was the former chief of
the Presidential Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC).
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No more WFH for
BPO employees

BUSINESS process outsourcing (BPO) and other IT
companies would have to require employees to return to
the office to keep the tax perks
they currently enjoy.
The Fiscal Incentives
Review Board (FIRB) led
by Finance Secretary Sonny
Dominguez gave all Information Technology-Business
Process Management (ITBPM) companies until March
31 to keep the work from home
(WFH) arrangement.
Dominguez said the return of BPO employees to onsite work will help fast track
economic recovery.
“The WFH arrangement is
only a time-bound temporary
measure adopted during the

surge of the Covid-19 pandemic,” Dominguez said. “Given
the increasing vaccination rate
of Filipinos nationwide, we
can now undertake safe measures for physical reporting
of employees, including those
working in the IT-BPM firms
operating within ecozones and
freeports.”
Dominguez turned down
the BPO industry’s earlier appeal for an extension of the
WFH deal until September 1,
as there is now a low risk for
COVID-19 transmission in
most parts the of the country.
Public transport is back
to full capacity and malls and
other retail spaces are now
allowed full occupancy under
alert level 1.

All vaxxed foreign tourists allowed entry
THE Inter-Agency Task
Force on the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) has decided
that the country will open its
borders and allow fully vaccinated leisure tourists from
abroad entry starting April 1.
The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) will now
start processing tourist visas
for citizens of countries not
covered by the government
regulations on those with visa-free status.
“This new policy approved by the IATF opens
the country to fully vacci-

nated tourists from all countries, which will further aid
the tourism industry on its
way to recovery,” said Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo Puyat.
Also approved is the entry of tourists from Hong
Kong and Macau for a period
not exceeding 14 days.
The IATF likewise has allowed an alternative option
for fully vaccinated foreign
tourists to submit a negative
laboratory-based antigen test
result taken within 24 hours
from departure, instead of a
negative RT-PCR test result

taken 48 hours prior to departure, which was earlier
required by the body.
“We thank our colleagues
in the IATF for approving
more measures that will help
sustain the recovery of the
tourism sector in the coming
months. While our domestic
travelers have been the pillar of recovery, we are also
excited to welcome more foreign visitors in the coming
weeks,” she added.
Romulo Puyat said she
was particularly looking forward to more travelers from
South Korea and Japan, the

country’s top traditional
source markets for tourists,
due to their recent policy
changes.
“Korea and Japan have
already lifted the quarantine for their residents upon
re-entry to their countries.
Since the pandemic, we have
been discussing with their
governments the possibility of having travel bubbles
with certain Philippine leisure destinations. But the
obstacle has always been the
quarantine for their travelers upon their return,” she
explained.

From 10 days, the quarantine for returning Koreans
was cut to seven days in January. For Japanese residents,
they similarly had to quarantine for 10 days upon their
return to their country.
Romulo Puyat said the
IATF has also approved the
reciprocal recognition of
Covid-19 vaccination certificates from Croatia, Cyprus,
and Nepal, which are among
the 157 countries whose citizens can enter the Philippines without a visa under
Executive Order No. 408.
BUSINESS MIRROR

Acop not needed for retired pensioners in PH
SOCIAL Security System’s (SSS) new president
and chief executive Michael
Regino said that pensioners
living in the country need
not undergo the mandatory
proof-of-life scheme.
Regino said that since
2017, retirement pensioners
here in the Philippines were
exempted from complying
with the annual confirmation
of the pensioners’ program
(Acop).
As for other types of SSS
pensioners, Regino said they
have until the end of this
month to comply with Acop

— failure to do so would lead
to the temporary suspension
of their monthly pension
benefit beginning May.
“It’s important for concerned pensioners to comply
with this program so they can
enjoy receiving their monthly
pensions… Pensioners could
send their Acop compliance
through the SSS corporate
email address of the nearest
SSS branch or service office
if they reside in the Philippines,” Regino said.
For total disability pensioners, Regino said they
can request a home visit by

SSS staff through a written
request they can send via
mail or email to the medical
services section of the SSS
branch nearest to them.
“Required
pensioners
also have the option to send
their compliance through
mail or courier service addressed to the branch head
of the nearest SSS branch
if they reside in the Philippines. If residing overseas,
they can send it to the SSS
OFW-contact services section located in the SSS main
office in Quezon City, or the
nearest foreign representa-

tive office,” he added.
Regino said another option for pensioners abroad
was video conferencing using
Microsoft Teams, whose appointment can be scheduled
by emailing ofw.relations@
sss.gov.ph.
“We have suspended
Acop compliance starting
February 2020 until September 30, 2021 to protect the
safety and health of our pensioners. We devised a way
that will no longer require
our pensioners to do the annual reporting to the SSS. We
implemented various verifi-

cation procedures to confirm
if a retirement pensioner is
still alive and entitled to receive his/her monthly pension,” Regino said.
“We established Acop in
2012 to ensure that we are
giving the benefits only to
those who are entitled under the Social Security Law.
Acop protects the SSS fund
from various kinds of fraudulent claims wherein some
beneficiaries still receive SSS
pensions while the member
is already deceased, especially for surviving spouses,” he
noted. PDI
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More schools to hold f2f classes in SY 2022-2023
MORE higher education institutions (HEIs) are
expected to resume face-toface classes next school year.
Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) said on
Saturday, March 12, said
many of the schools will
resume face-to-face classes
next year based on the consultation with
Currently, De Vera said
that only 313 HEIs nation-

wide are currently holding
face-to-face at the tertiary
level.
De Vera said that most
of these HEIs adjusted their
curriculum and their syllabus which enabled them to
start with online classes and
they will shift to face-toface classes when they are
ready and allowed to do so.
In areas under Alert
Level 1, De Vera said that

the major adjustment is the
capacity level allowed to
hold in-person classes.
This means that there
will be no distancing of
seats inside the classrooms,
gymnasiums, and even
in laboratories and other school facilities. “Other
than that, kailangan pareho
pa din ang ating guidelines,
kailangan bakunado yung
mga estudyante at mga fac-

ulty (the students and faculty should be vaccinated),”
he said.
Additionally, De Vera
said that all students that
will be allowed to attend
face-to-face classes should
have PhilHealth or health
coverage.
Moreover, De Vera
stressed that complying
with the health standards
such as wearing of masks,

frequent hand washing, the
ventilation in the rooms —
among others — should still
be observed. These, he said,
were adjusted in the guidelines for areas under Alert
Level 1.
He noted that most
universities adjusted their
plans to hold face-to-face
classes when there was a
spike in Covid-19 cases in
January. MANILA BULLETIN

Develop human capital to sustain development
THE next administration
should work with the private
sector in championing the interests of human capital, delegates to a recent virtual forum conducted by the country’s leading think tank said.
“Our country’s next leaders should actively encourage
collaboration between the
government and the private
sector, which has proven itself
a trusted and capable partner
for development, even during
these hard times,” said Dindo
Manhit, president of Stratbase ADR Institute which or-

ganized the virtual forum.
Ernest Bower IV, president and CEO of Bower
Group Asia, said more ambition is needed from the next
administration.
“It is time to ask, not ‘are
we doing ok?’ but ‘what can
we do if we work together as
government, the private sector and this country’s talented, hard-working people?” he
said.
The forum featured the
launch of the Stratbase ADRi
special paper entitled “Issues
for the Next Administration’s

Development Agenda on Human Capital and Labor Markets” authored by Vicente
Paqueo, a non-resident fellow of Stratbase and a distinguished voting fellow of the
Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS).
The paper is premised
on the fact that high and sustained productivity growth is
essential to modern economic growth and development
and challenges the next administration to meet people’s
demands for jobs that pay
for them to live comfortably

and provide workers employment/income security.
“The Philippines has been
lagging behind its regional and aspirational peers in
growing labor productivity,
indicating substantial room
for improvement. Compensation per worker tends to rise
proportionately per capita
or per worker, a measure of
worker productivity. Over-judicious use of labor tools can
be damaging to employment
prospects of disadvantaged
groups like the young, less
educated, inexperienced and

in general those with lower
human capital,” Paqueo said.
“Rapid labor productivity growth should be included
in the next administration’s
agenda,” he added. “This
strategic objective can be accomplished in the long run
through better education and
training.”
According to Paqueo, just
three percent of training outputs in the Philippines are
produced by enterprise-based
training compared to about
15 percent or more among aspirational peers. PHILSTAR

MCWD celebrates International Women’s Day.
“Everybody says women are like
water. I think it’s because water is
the source of life, and it adapts itself
to its environment. Like women,
water also gives of itself wherever
it goes to nurture life....”
- Xue Xinran
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Cebu City to continue jab
THE Cebu City government is bent on continuing
its vaccination drive even
after it has already achieved
more than 80 percent
coverage on its qualified
population.
Cebu City Health Department officer-in-charge,
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones, said that
they are confident of hitting
the 13,000 target doses for
the 4th National Vaccination Days (NVD).
However, Dr. Ibones
noted that not too many
went out to get the booster
shots especially the seniors.
According to the data
gathered from the Visayas
Vaccination Operation Center, Cebu City is now at
83.30 percent coverage for
those that have already completed its primary series and
93.25 percent or 778,363
with at least one dose yet.
“Daghan na kaayo tang
nabakunahan sa first ug second, but sa booster nato,
niabot ra tag 100,000 kap-

in kuwang pa kaayo,” said
Ibones.
For the first day of the
4th NVD alone, VVOC’s
data shows that there were
only 932 who got boosters
and additional doses of the
COVID-19 vaccines.
Ibones said that many of
those who are already done
with its primary series do
not want to get the booster
shots anymore for no reason.
Dr. Ibones appealed
to the Cebuanos to get
the booster shots to sustain its protection against
COVID-19. The city government continues its vaccination even after the 4th NVD.
After the 4th NVD, the
Cebu City government continues its vaccination in its
regular vaccination sites,
mostly in the malls plus the
vaccination at the doorstep.
The vaccination coverage is also critical in the assessment for a de-escalation
of the alert level status of a
local government unit.

P200 million sought for seniors’
medicines, assistive devices
CEBU City Mayor Michael Rama has directed
concerned offices of the
city government including
the Department of Welfare
and Social Services (DSWS)
and Cebu City Health Department offices to come up
with at least P200 million to
purchase assistive devices
and medicines for seniors.
Rama said there have
been so many requests for
wheelchairs, canes, and
walkers from seniors and his
office do not have the funds
to purchase them.
Rama said he understands the plight of the seniors, being a senior himself, with comorbidities and
maintenance medicine.
Along with this, Rama
also announced the release
of the senior citizens’ financial aid starting March 12 to
14 in their respective barangay gyms.
Those with cash cards
may already claim it
through automated teller machines after its suspension last year due to

COVID-19 and typhoon
Odette.
There
are
around
90,000 registered senior
citizens in Cebu City with
around 22,000 of them already having cash cards.
Each senior gets P3,000
for the first three months
of 2022.
Aside from this, those
that have not received their
financial assistance during
the last quarter of 2021

may also claim their dues
soon as the payroll for it is
already being processed.
This is the first time that
unclaimed financial aid after the specified period
can still be claimed due to
unavoidable circumstances following the approval
from the City Council.
The PWDs, on the other
hand, will get their financial aid on March 15, 16,
and 17. FREEMAN
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Rama favors face-to-face
classes by SY 2022-2023

CEBU City Mayor Mike
Rama wants students to return to school for the next
school year in August.
“I am in favor of the return to face-to-face classes,”
he said, but added that adequate preparations should
be made, and clear protocols
established.
These include efforts to
encourage further the vaccination of students and
teachers, and the need to inculcate in them the religious
practice of minimum health
standards.
“Tumong nato nga makabalik na ang atong mga kabataan sa ilang mga tulunghaan, nga mag face-to-face
na sila og balik inig sugod
unya puhon sa Agosto sa bagong tuig tingtungha,” Rama
said in his press statement.
While working towards
this goal, the mayor said the

City will intensify its vaccination campaign for minors
from 5 years old to 17 years
old.
Rama said he tasked
the City Health Department
(CHD) and its Vaccination
Operations Center (VOC)
to study the proposal of the
Center for International
Education (CIE) – British
School for mass vaccination
of its students at its campus.
He also asked the IATF
with DOH to give it some serious consideration.
“When allowed, we can
start with the schools that
would request for it, then
our public school system,” he
said.
“We’ll do for our primary
students, 5 to 11, kindergarten to Grade 6, high school,
12 to 17, then senior high and
college, 18 and above,” he
added. PIO

No entry of poultry products
from Luzon in Cebu City
THE Cebu City government has banned the entry of
poultry and poultry products
from Luzon amid the reported cases there of the highly
pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) A(H5N1) or the bird
flu virus.
This
after
Governor
Gwendolyn Garcia issued
Executive Order No. (EO) 9,
s. 2022, prohibiting the entry into Cebu province of all
live poultry and or wild birds
including day-old chicks,
semen, fresh eggs, embryonated eggs, manure, and
other poultry products and
by-products from Luzon for
45 days beginning March 8.
“I am very happy nga ang
gobernador ni-issue ani, kay
we are talking of one island
man gud na. We have to be
serious with this kay avian flu
gud na. We must ban the entry
of these poultry products from
Luzon for now,” said Cebu
City Mayor Michael Rama.
Rama hopes that the
cities of Lapu-Lapu and
Mandaue will also adopt such

measures to make it exactly a
“One Island” policy.
Dr. Jessica Maribojoc,
head of the city’s Department
of Veterinary Medicine and
Fisheries, said the city government has already sent a
letter to the Regional Quarantine Office regarding the decision to adopt Capitol’s EO in
the meantime.
“Uniform lang sa ta… Naa
lang mi idugang sa EO ni Gov,
regarding sa decision making
nga if naabot man gani sa
Cebu City, kung i-incinerate
ba siya or back to sender,”
said Maribojoc.
Maribojoc said they are
also conducting surveillance

in the city just like in Cebu
province.
She said that they first
received confirmed reports
of the cases in Luzon late last
February from the Bureau of
Animal Industry of the Department of Agriculture.
Maribojoc said they had
informed supermarkets and
public markets regarding the
matter and issued guidelines
right away, especially on eggs
and “balut”.
Rama said a separate EO
may no longer be necessary,
although he might issue a
directive instead incorporating the other suggestions of
DVMF.
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Guv discusses loans to
Bohol-based coop with DBP prexy

GOV. Arthur Yap met
with Development Bank of
the Philippines (DBP) president Emmanuel Herbosa in
Manila to check on the status of the credit line extended to a Bohol-based cooperative which is the provincial
government’s partner in the
rice buyback program.
Moreover, Yap finalized with Herbosa the negotiations for Bayanihan
Multi-Purpose
Cooperative’s (MPC) P400 million
credit line.
The funds will be used
by the cooperative to purchase palay from Boholano
farmers enrolled in the province’s buyback program.
Palay, under the buy-

back program, will be purchased at P21 per kilo and
will be processed into rice
under the Bugas ni Dagohoy
brand.
The cooperative will be
selling Bugas ni Dagohoy at
P45 to P50.
Around 300,000 cavans
of rice will be purchased under the program.
With the cooperative focusing on the purchasing palay in the buyback program,
the Provincial Government
of Bohol is now concentrating on providing input support for farmers under the
Advanced Rice Technology
160 program implemented in 12 localities in Bohol.

GOV. Arthur Yap met
with Manny V. Pangilinan,
also known as MVP, for the
Balay Bol-anon project.
In a press release, the
governor met with MVP,
chairman of the board of directors of Meralco Group of
Companies and chairman
of Philippine Long Distance
Telephone Company and
Smart Communications Incorporated (PLDT-Smart),
on Mar. 7, 2022, and presented Bohol’s current situation almost two months after
Supertyphoon Odette barreled through the province.
In the said meeting, Yap
shared with Pangilinan the

The Balay Bol-anon project allows donors to donate
resources to be used in the rebuilding of damaged Boholano homes.
A
website
will
be
launched soon where donors
can choose the beneficiaries.
The donors can also learn
from the soon-to-be-launched
website, the cost, and design
of the homes that will be built
for the beneficiaries.
Also found on the website
are instructions on how the
donors can transfer funds to
be used in the building of the
homes for the typhoon victims, the report mentions.
Moreover, the website
includes status reports of
the construction activities of
non-government organizations, civil society, and private groups, which are helping Boholanos rebuild their
homes.
The Balay Bol-anon project will be formally launched
soon with more details and
information which can be
accessed at www.shelter.
bohol.gov.ph. Bohol Shelter
Program.
Present during the meeting were Alfredo Panlilio,
president and CEO of PLDTSmart, Ma. Esther Santos,
president of PLDT – Smart
Foundation, and Jeffrey
Tarayao, president of One
Meralco Foundation. PR

PRIMER

Guv meets MVP for Balay Bol-anon project

SEATED from left Manny V. Pangilinan, Gov. Art Yap, Alfredo Panlilio. Standing Jeffrey Tarayao and Esther Santos

Balay Bol-anon project, which
is a way of helping Boholanos
who lost their homes due to

the typhoon.
Yap thanked Pangilinan
for the latter’s support for

the project who reportedly
committed a donation of P10
million.

Hiyas ng Pilipinas candidates visit Yap
HIYAS ng Pilipinas candidates Katherine Topsnick,
Sheila Marie Fraser, and
Jenelyn Guillena paid a courtesy visit to Bohol Gov. Art
Yap on Wednesday, March 9,
2022.
Topsnik will represent
Bohol, Fraser will represent
Tagbilaran City and Guillena
will represent Dauis.
The first-ever Cebu-based
pageant is on March 27,
2022.
Some of the titles to be
won include the HNP Elite
World and HNP Tourism
Queen International crowns.
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Berkshire rejects shareholder call
to replace Buffett as chairman
BERKSHIRE
Hathaway Inc (BRKa.N) on Friday
urged the rejection of four
shareholder proposals recommending the replacement
of Warren Buffett as chairman, report on its plans to
handle climate risk and reduce greenhouse gases and
improve diversity.
The company was run by
Buffett since 1965.
It said that Buffett, now 91
years old, received $373,204
in compensation for 2021,
down from $380,328 a year
earlier, comprising his usual
$100,000 salary plus personal and home security.
Though Buffett’s salary is
low for a chief executive officer of a major company, his
16.2% Berkshire stake comprises most of his $117.9 billion net worth.
Forbes magazine makes
him the world’s fifth-richest
person.
Berkshire disclosed Buffett’s pay and recommendations on shareholder proposals in its annual proxy filing,
ahead of the Omaha, Nebraska-based company’s April 30
annual meeting.
It also said Vice Chairmen Greg Abel and Ajit Jain,

who respectively oversee
Berkshire’s non-insurance
and insurance operations,
were in 2021 each awarded $19 million for a third
straight year. Buffett sets

their pay.
Berkshire has said Abel
would become CEO and Buffett’s son Howard Buffett
would become non-executive
chairman if Warren Buffett

One-off support payment due
to begin in Northern Ireland
ONE-off £200 payments to help people struggling with rising energy
costs are due to be rolled
out on Friday.
The scheme was due to
begin on Thursday but was
delayed by a day due to a
technical glitch.
It is expected to go to
about 280,000 people in
Northern Ireland after being agreed by the NI executive in January.
Communities Minister
Deirdre Hargey said more
people could be helped if
power-sharing was fully

restored.
She told BBC NI’s Good
Morning Ulster program:
“There’s £300m that could
be allocated to meet the
needs of many others.
“My scheme had targeted the lowest incomes,
those on means-tested benefits, but I recognize that
there are many others who
need support and need it
now.”
The £200 payments will
be issued automatically to
people who received one or
more of five qualifying benefits during the week begin-

could not continue in those
roles.
One shareholder proposal, from the National Legal
and Policy Center, said those
roles are “greatly dimin-

ished” because Buffett holds
both, weakening governance,
and an independent director
should become chairman.
According to the filing,
Berkshire’s directors agree
that is a good idea, but only
after Buffett is no longer
CEO.
In urging rejections of
the environmental proposals,
Berkshire said many operating units already make disclosures concerning climate
risks, and its insurance operations appropriately manage
risks from greenhouse gases.
It also said its operating
businesses have committed
to diversity, equity, and inclusion without needing direction from Buffett.
Berkshire’s dozens of
business units include Geico
car insurance, the BNSF railroad, Berkshire Hathaway
Energy, Brooks running, and
See’s candies, among others.
Buffett controls 32.1%
of Berkshire’s voting power.
Shareholder proposals he
opposes normally fail by big
margins.
Berkshire’s share price
is up 9% this year, while the
Standard & Poor’s 500 (.SPX)
is down 12%. REUTERS

Companies that left
the Russian market

ning 13 December 2021.
The Department for
Communities said the qualifying benefits were:
Pension Credit
Income Support
Income-based Job Seekers’ Allowance
Income-related
Employment
and
Support
Allowance
Universal Credit
This scheme is separate
to a previous emergency
fund that opened earlier this year to help people
needing help with fuel payments. BBC

FULLY OR PARTIALLY AS OF 2 MARCH 2022

