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Party-list voice of cooperatives in Congress: Coop NATCCO nominee

THE Coop NATCCO Party-List has urged all members
of cooperatives in Cebu and the
entire country to re-elect it to
continue protecting its interest.
Number one nominee Felimon “Emon” Espares said Coop
NATCCO Party-List has been
the voice of cooperatives in the
House of Representatives (Congress) since 1998, consulting
with coop leaders all over the
country to ensure laws that will
benefit cooperatives.
He said the Coop NATCCO
Party-List 3-point agenda are:
Ø Institutionalizing legislative and policy reform in
government to support cooperatives and the marginalized
sectors.
Ø Mobilizing
government resources to promote cooperatives’ development and
address the concerns of marginalized sectors.
Ø Strengthening
coop-government partnership
and participation of cooperatives in the government.
Espares said that since Coop
NACCO Party-List has had representatives in Congress since
1998, its legislative accomplishments are: Republic Act (RA)
9520 (The Cooperative Code
of 1998), RA 10374 (Extension
of the Corporate Life of Land
Bank), RA 10744 (Credit Surety

Fund Cooperative Act of 2015),
RA 10969 (Free Irrigation Law),
RA 11524 (Creating the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Development Trust Fund and Providing
for its Management and Utilization), RA 11364 (Strengthening
the Cooperative Development
Authority or the CDA Charter),
RAA 11502 (Declaring October
of every year as the National Cooperative Month), and RA 11535
(Mandatory Appointment of Cooperative Development Officer
in all Local Government Units or
LGUs in the country).
In an interview with
Yagyagan program over
DYRC radio (648 KHz),
Espares said that if Coop
NATCCO Party-List will be
reelected, its congressmen
have the following priority bills: Mandating LGUs
to allocate two percent of their
National Taxes (NATA) shares
for cooperative development,
The Cooperative Banking Act,
Strengthening the Philippine
Crop Insurance Corporation,
Mandating the representation
of cooperatives in the Land Bank
Board of Directors, Mandating
the condonation of unpaid interests, penalties and surcharges
of loans secured from different
government agencies, and The
Transportation
Cooperatives
Development.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
Espares said the major focus and key result areas of Coop
NATCCO Party-List are: Governance, Party Building and
Membership
Development;
Education and Advocacy; Legislative Agenda and Reforms;
and Political Strategies.
Espares further said the
continuing commitment of
Coop NATCCO Party-List are:
Advocacy and Lobbying on

issues and concerns of cooperatives in the House of Representatives, Senate, and in
various government agencies;
and Continuous consultation
with cooperative leaders and
management on their pressing
issues and concerns.
He said that the budget allocation for Coop NATCCO Party-List projects handled by the
different government agencies
is: P1.150 billion (Department
of Public Works and Highways

(DPWH, 2022); P1.525 billion
(DPWH, 2021); P9.150 million
(Department of Health); P8 million (Department of Social Welfare and Development); P17 million (Department of Labor and
Employment); P2,201,058.88
(Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority).
Espares said that as one of
Coop NATCCO Party-List milestones, it caused the promulgation of Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) Memorandum Circular (MC) No. 124-2020 issued
on Nov. 25, 2020, clarifying certain provisions of
Revenue Memorandum
Order No. 76-2010 in relation to the Joint Rules and
Regulations Implementing Articles 60, 61 and 144
of RA 9520 that exempt
coops from taxes.
He said the coop party-list
worked with the Department of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) in reiteration of the provision in the Local Government
Code on coop’s free taxes and
minimum fees of P1,500 under
BGLF MC No. 01-001-2017.
He said that CNPL was also
able to work with the Department of Agriculture (DA) in the
lifting of PAR as a requirement
in the access to lower interest
rates on loans for coops; Implementation of Oplan Isda of the

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR); Access to
farm machinery via Philippine
Center for Post-harvest Development and Mechanization
(PhilMEC).
Espares said CNPL was
also able to reduce the interest of loans to coops with Land
Bank.
The CNPL has also negotiated with the Land Transportation Office (LTO) and the Land
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) for the development of a strong partnership to
relax strict rules and regulations
on transport coops through the
effective implementation of the
Public Utility Vehicles Modernization Program (PUVMP).
In addition, the CNPL was
also able to work with the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) in the
availment of the Social Amelioration Program (SAP); medical,
burial, financial, and hospital
assistance through Assistance
in Crisis Situation (AICS).
During the past two Congress, Coop NATCCO Party-List congressmen and coop
leaders throughout the country
were able to convince BIR and
the Department of Finance
(DOF) to refrain from taxing
cooperatives as mandated by
the Constitution.
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Biz owners buck 4-day
workweek scheme

BUSINESS owners in
Cebu are cold towards the
proposed “four-day workweek” policy as this will have
a negative impact on the
business, especially during
this time when all industries
are in recovery mode.
“The business sector has
a reservation on this policy
because it can create unintended consequences such
as loss of productivity even
if the 40-hour workweek
is kept,” said Charles Kenneth Co, president of Cebu
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
The National Economic
and Development Authority (Neda) recently proposed
the four-day work week, 10
hours per day to conserve
energy amid rising fuel
costs, instead of the five-day
workweek of eight hours per
day.
“The majority of the
business community is not

too keen on this proposal
because it will affect their
operations. Considering that
Cebu is basically an economy that sources its revenues
from services, it needs to
function based on the stan-

dard workweek. Shortening
it to four days will severely impact its viability,” said
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Steven Yu.
Co explained that the

four-day workweek will also
not necessarily reduce fuel
consumption for all because
PUJ will still need to operate
seven days a week.
“There is also the possible issue of public transport

having fewer passengers but
need to pay more for fuel and
other maintenance costs,”
said Yu.
Shortened working hours
may also affect operations in
government services as well
as foot traffic in businesses.
“We are wary that government services, especially
in customs will cause delays in releasing of cargo in
our airports and seaports as
these will continue to operate
on seven days a week,” said
Co.
Some lawmakers like
Sen. Joel Villanueva and Sen.
Panfilo Lacson are supporting the four-day workweek
policy.
But Co said the government and private sector
should continue to seek other
solutions to the high cost of
fuel such as encouraging the
use of work from home, bicycles, electric vehicles, and
solar power, among others.

DepEd-7 halts repair of typhoon-damaged rooms
THE Department of Education in Central Visayas
(DepEd-7) could not continue yet the repair of damaged classrooms due to the
election ban.
This was confirmed by
Dr. Salustiano Jimenez, regional director of DepEd-7.
Jimenez said that since
the election is already
drawing near, the agency
is now being restricted in
making procurements, es-

pecially in repairing classrooms that were damaged
by super typhoon Odette in
December 2021.
Based on their records,
Jimenez said that 2,537
classrooms were totally
damaged by the howler,
while around 5,000 acquired minor damage.
Jimenez said that aside
from the resumption of the
limited face-to-face classes,
schools are also essential in

the upcoming election as
polling areas.
Due to this, Jimenez is
appealing to non-government organizations and
private sectors to extend
their resources in repairing
damaged classrooms, since
they are not covered by the
election ban.
“We are appealing to
all non-government organizations, like foundations,
PTAs (Parent-Teachers As-

sociation), to help out all
our schools. Kay with them,
wala may mga prohibitions.
Wala man silay part sa election so kung motabang sila,
mas maayo hilabi na kung
foundation,
non-government organization. So mao
nay gibuhat karon sa atong
mga eskwelahan,” Jimenez
said.
Jimenez revealed that
the agency has recorded P10 billion in damages

brought by the typhoon to
infrastructure, equipment,
such as printers, computers, among others.
Jimenez, however, said
that right after the typhoon
in December, they received
P3 million for the repair of
minor damaged classrooms
from their central office.
In the same month, another P4.6 million was also
downloaded in DepEd-7.
CDN

HRRAC helps to fast track OWWA payment to hotels
THE Hotel, Resort and
Restaurant
Association
(HRRAC) is helping hotel properties facilitate the
speedy release of account
receivables from the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA).
In a press conference
held Monday afternoon, HRRAC president Alfred Reyes
said the organization is trying to collate the respective
running balance to be billed
by member hotels, including
non-member properties, to

OWWA to fast track the release of payment.
Reyes asked hotel properties to submit their updated account receivables
to HRRAC, not later than
March 31, 2022, so that the
organization can help facilitate the release.
“OWWA asked HRRAC
to provide them the running
balance for every property
by the end of this month, so
they could ask for a budget
for April,” said Reyes following the visit of OWWA

deputy administrator for
Administration and Fund
Management Arnel Ignacio
to Cebu last March 18, 2022
during HRRAC’s 2nd general membership meeting.
According to Reyes,
there about 50 hotels that
served the quarantine requirement of arriving Filipino Overseas Workers
(OFWs) since 2020. Half
of these properties are HRRAC members.
OWWA owes an estimated P3 billion to hotels

for this particular arrangement across the country.
Reyes said there are some
hotels whose receivables are
at P10 million and above.
Based on the contract,
OWWA is supposed to pay
the hotels 60 days to 90
days after a property submits billing to OWWA.
Some hotels have already
received partial payments,
Reyes clarified.
Reyes said Ignacio assured that as long as the
billing has been forward-

ed to the agency, payment
will be released by the
government.
“The guarantee of paying us is there even after the
term of President Duterte
because once the account
receivables are acknowledged by them, the government will really pay,” Reyes
explained.
Funds will be disbursed
by the Department of Budget and Management, upon
the endorsement of OWWA.
THE FREEMAN
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P8.7B of Covid-19 imports
processed by DPF

THE Department of Finance (DOF) has processed
254 applications for tax and
duty exemptions amounting to about P8.7 billion on
COVID-19 vaccine imports
as of end-December 2021.
In a report to Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez III, the DOF’s Revenue
Operations Group (ROG),
headed by Undersecretary
Antonette Tionko, said
these 254 approved applications issued Tax Exemption
Indorsements (TEIs) were
from the total of 276 such
requests that were received
from vaccine importers by
the office last year.
The foregone revenues
from these TEIs of P8.699
billion represent 37 percent of the P23.4 billion
of the total tax and duty

exemptions
processed by
the ROG last
year, DOF Assistant
Secretary Dakila
Elteen Napao
said.
“Estimated foregone
revenue
is
returning to
its pre-pandemic
figure of P23.9
billion in 2019. However,
this is primarily due to the
foregone revenue attributable to importations of
COVID-19 vaccines, as well
as importations of items
related to COVID-19 response,” Napao said.
Dominguez earlier approved the inclusion of all

LAND
Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 Director Victor Emmanuel Caindec encouraged renewing license
holders to avail of the free
Comprehensive Driver’s Education (CDE) program and
exam using the agency’s online portal.
Under
Republic
Act
10930, all applicants renewing their driver’s licenses are
required to pass the CDE examination to avail of the recently implemented 10-year
validity of the driver’s license.

LTO 7 started the rollout of the 10-year validity of
the driver’s license last December 2021.
Caindec said the CDE
through the Land Transportation Management System
(LTMS) can be accessed 24/7
via LTO’s free online portal.
“Our online portal can
be accessed anytime and
anywhere. It also has the refresher course for the drivers
for them to be reminded of
the road safety, traffic rules,
special laws, regulations,

importations of COVID-19
vaccines in the “Mabuhay”
or express lane of the RO
to allow the quick processing within 24 hours of the
tax and duty exemptions of
these vital shipments.
He had also approved
the waiving of filing fees for
COVID-19 vaccine applica-

tions under
the Mabuhay
Lane and the
use of the Tax
Exemption
System (TES)
Online
Filing
Module
in processing
the
vaccine
imports
to
further support the government’s
speedy rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination program.
Napao said the RO also
issued TEIs to 823 applications for value-added tax
(VAT) exemptions on imports of COVID-19 medicines and medical devices,
which resulted in foregone
VAT revenues of P382.1

million in 2021.
Meanwhile, the Financial Analytics and Intelligence Unit (FAI), which is
also under the ROG, approved P211 million worth
of tax refunds referred to
the DOF by the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) last year.
The FAI was institutionalized under Executive
Order (EO) No. 46 to serve
as the data analytics unit
of the DOF for purposes of
revenue management and
to review matters that may
be deemed fiscally adverse
to the government, including those elevated by agencies, bureaus, and offices
attached to DOF for the
approval and conformity
of the Secretary of Finance,
among other key functions.

among others,” said Caindec.
The CDE Online Validation Exam has 25 questions
where 50% or 13 correct answers is the passing score.
Once an applicant passes
that said exam, the CDE certificate will be sent via email.
After securing the CDE
certificate, the applicant can
now print the result and
bring it to the nearest LTO
office for renewal, where he
should accomplish the form
for renewal. It will be followed by a medical examina-

tion via an LTO accredited
medical facility.
“The renewal fee costs
only P585 for both professional and non-professional licenses. This is on top of
the application fee and the
late-renewal penalties.”
Awaiting the release of
renewed driver’s license, a
driver can get a 10-year validity if no violation has been
recorded in the LTO Point
Registry.
Section 14 of RA 10930
states that “Every applicant

for renewal of license to operate any motor vehicle who
has accrued at least five (5)
demerit points during the
accumulation period shall be
required to complete a driver’s reorientation course to
be conducted by LTO or duly
accredited service provider.”
Likewise, drivers who accumulated 10 or more total
demerit points shall complete
both driver’s reorientation
courses and shall pass the
theoretical driving course.PR/

PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO

LTO 7 director: Avail of free CDE

ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Zero Waste Refills partners with RAFI
THE Ramon Aboitiz
Foundation, Inc. One to Tree
(RAFI OTT) program has
partnered with Zero Waste
Refills (ZWR) for a special
tree growing program.
For every gallon of any
product sold, ZWR will plant
one tree in partnership with
RAFI OTT.
ZWR is a Davao-grown
company that promotes sustainable practices by encouraging customers to buy in
bulk (per gallon). Customers
can reuse the same containers

by purchasing refills, thereby
significantly reducing single-use plastic.
With every purchase of a
gallon of their products, such
as liquid detergent, dishwashing soap, and ethyl alcohol,
patrons become key players in
helping plant trees. ZWR has
initially pledged 1,000 trees
for planting with RAFI OTT.
“Single-use plastic is a
major culprit in filling our
landfills and adding to our
environmental problems. We
are glad of initiatives such as

Zero Waste Refills that promote reusing containers and
bulk buying. These are major
steps in helping the environment and encouraging sustainable practices at a household level. We are excited to
have Zero Waste Refills and
their loyal patrons as our latest Bio Champs. We look forward to planting more trees
with them,” said Anton Dignadice, Executive Director of
RAFI One to Tree.
ZWR is on a mission towards a plastic-free Philip-

pines. Zero Waste Refills promotes refill and bulk-buying
systems since March 2020.
Through its products and services, and its loyal customer base, it has prevented 1.3
million plastic sachets from
entering landfills, helped over
300 ambassadors earn extra
income, and established 17
franchise stores and distributions in Cebu, Bohol, Negros
Oriental, Leyte, and Davao.
“We are happy to be part
of RAFI’s One to Tree program as it aligns with our

business advocacy. We hope
more businesses will move towards sustainable operations
through Zero Waste Refills
and push it further by planting
trees through the One to Tree
program,” said Katrina Anne
Castillo, one of Zero Waste
Refills’ distributors.
To support ZWR’s call for
a plastic-free Philippines and
help plant trees through RAFI
One to Tree, find a local ZWR
station near you and purchase
your favorite products in bulk.
PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Garcia vs. Durano
The gubernatorial
contest in Cebu, at first
glance, appears to be a
mere clash between two
traditional political families – the Garcias and the
Duranos.
Gov.
Gwendolyn
Garcia, being the oldest
of the living children of
the late governor Pabling
Garcia, leads the clan. Her
Weekly Notes
challenger, Ace Durano, Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
is a grandchild of the late
Cong. Ramon ‘Nong Amon’ Durano. Nong Pabling was a lawyer and loyal ally of Nong Amon, a local strongman in Cebu’s
northeast. The elder Durano was known to be a pro-Marcos
warlord during the dictatorship years.
But the present contest has a marked difference from previous electoral bouts in the Province of Cebu. It is not the traditional “humana man mo. Kami na sab.”
Yes, Gov. Gwen Garcia pursues her electoral bid along
more traditional political lines. However, former tourism secretary Ace Durano initiated a non-traditional approach by
partnering with Vice Governor Junjun Davide and civil society. They cemented this unity, not through trapo backslapping,
but via their Cebu Priority Development Agenda or CPDA.
Garcia places priority on strengthening her One Cebu and
the delivery of votes of allied mayors. She approaches national
candidates along tried and tested arrangements. The national candidates need votes that One Cebu can deliver. But One
Cebu needs money to be able to deliver the votes through the
mayors. Thus, Gwen needs a united One Cebu behind a national candidate who can provide this money.
Durano, on the other hand, pursues a campaign that looks
like more of a broad movement for change. With the CPDA that
he simplified into the “A Better Cebu Roadmap,” Durano attracted the support of a broad spectrum against Garcia. Imagine a
movement consisting of groups ranging from Bakud, PPP candidates, pro-Marcos parallel groups and personalities, the Leni-Ace-Junjun Movement, Sanlakas that supports Leody de Guzman, the progressive Makabayan bloc, big bikers led by former
rebel general Tiboy Fusillero, the local coop movement, some 270
non-government and people’s organizations that pushed forward
the CPDA, business groups, and the local medical community.
Complicate this political situation further with the impact
of the national campaigns particularly that of the tandem of
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.-Sara Duterte, Isko Moreno, and the
Leni Robredo-Kiko Pangilinan on the other. Can Gwen present a national candidate with a real One Cebu? Her daughter Christina and son-in-law Duke Frasco support the Marcos-Duterte tandem. Her brother Pablo John openly supports
Isko Moreno. Ace Durano, I believe, need not express support
for a national candidate as he wields the broad “A Better Cebu”
movement directly against Gwen.
(Emmanuel Mongaya co-founded and is the director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also
a director of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Will UniTeam stay united?
The emergence of such
groups as ISSA and ROSA
has led to questions about
whether the unity of the
tandem of former senator Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. and Davao City
Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio will remain.
ISSA refers to the group
expressing support for Manila Mayor Isko Moreno
and Inday Sara. ROSA, on
the other hand, involves
pro-Sara volunteers who
prefer to support Robredo.
Several volunteers in
the Robredo camp who support Sen. Kiko Pangilinan
believe this is a desperate
bid by the pro-Sara camp
for political survival in the
face of the Leni bandwagon.
However, the reality is

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

quite different. There are
people who would have
gone all out for Duterte
had she run for president.
They were united in the
Run-Sara-Run movement
before the deadline of the
filing of the certificates for
candidacy.
However, deep-seated
issues within the Duterte
camp soon led to the candidacy of Inday Sara for the
vice presidency in tandem
with Marcos Jr.
Apparently, there were
factions within the Inday
Sara camp who could not
accept Marcos. The first
split happened when they
drifted towards the camp
of Isko Moreno. It was noted that many of them were
identified with Sen. Bong

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

Go and the second family of
President Rodrigo Duterte.
Just days ago, another
faction organized ROSA.
This group has the potential
of bringing along LGU officials tied up with the Sara
camp but cannot stomach
support for Marcos.
Suddenly, the PDP-Laban faction of Sec. Alfonso
Cusi expressed support for
Marcos apparently to prevent the hemorrhage of the
Sara camp. Never mind the
awkwardness of PDP-Laban
originally formed against
the deposed dictator Ferdinand Marcos.
With this seemingly
chaotic situation within the
Sara camp, the question
arises: Will the UniTeam
remain united?
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Oil surges 8% amid warnings
of Russian supply shortages
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Oil prices climbed 8% on
Thursday, extending a series
of wild daily swings, as the
market rebounded from several days of losses with a renewed focus on supply shortages in the coming weeks
due to sanctions on Russia.
Oil benchmarks in recent
weeks have undergone their
most volatile period since
mid-2020. After sliding
as buyers cashed in on the
run-up, prices resurged on
expectations that shortages
will soon squeeze the energy
market. Benchmark Brent
crude futures added $8.62,
or 8.79%, at $106.64 a barrel, its largest percentage
gain since mid-2020. U.S.
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude rose $7.94, or
8.35%, to $102.98 a barrel.
In the last eight trading sessions, Brent oil per barrel has
traded as high as $139 and
as low as $98 - a more than
$40 spread. That has pushed
many investors to exit, creating conditions for more wild
price swings in the weeks
ahead, traders, bankers, and
analysts said. Numerous nations have banned purchases of Russian oil to punish

Moscow for its invasion of
Ukraine nearly three weeks
ago. Russia, which calls the
military action a special operation, is the world’s biggest
exporter of crude oil and fuel
products. (Reuters)
oOo
Tesla raised the price
for its cheapest Model Y car
in China by 15,060 yuan
($2,372) on Thursday, following two consecutive price
hikes for more expensive
versions in just over a week.
The standard China-made
Model Y now costs 316,900
yuan ($49,932), up from
the previous 301,840 yuan
($47,559) on Tuesday, according to data tracked by
CNBC. While the cheapest
model had remained the
same price since January,
Tesla recently raised prices
for the long-range and performance versions. The performance Model Y has seen
its price rise by 7.7% since
January, with the long-range
version up by 8% over that
time. The price of the cheapest version has climbed by
5% with Thursday’s increase.
The consecutive price hikes
come as inflation has ris-

en globally and a spike in
Covid-19 cases in China disrupts business activity. Tesla CEO Elon Musk recently
warned that Tesla & SpaceX
are seeing significant recent
inflation pressure in raw materials & logistics. Reuters reported Wednesday that Tesla is suspending Shanghai
factory operations for two
days, as China tightens coronavirus restrictions to stem
its recent Covid-19 outbreak.
(CNBC)
oOo
President Joe Biden took
a giant step toward regulating
cryptocurrency and boosted
trade value after signing an
executive order Wednesday
establishing the first-ever
comprehensive federal digital assets strategy. Bitcoin
and other popular cryptocurrencies experienced up
to 10 percent surges as the
Biden administration says
the step forward will address
the risks and potential benefits of digital assets. Bitcoin
rose 10 percent, and traded above $40,000 over the
first 24 hours, CoinDesk reports. Ethereum (ETH), the
world’s second-largest cryp-

tocurrency, increased about
5 percent, but both assets
fell back. National Economic Council Brian Deese and
National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan said in a joint
release that this E.O. marks
an intensification of our efforts to promote responsible innovation in the digital
assets space—an innovation
that works for all Americans,
protects our national security interests, and contributes
to our economic competitiveness and growth. The order,
titled “Ensuring Responsible Development of Digital
Assets,” lays out a national
policy for the assets across
six priorities: consumer and
investor protection; financial
stability; illicit finance; U.S.
leadership in the global financial system and economic competitiveness; financial
inclusion; and responsible
innovation. Bitcoin, Ethereum, and other cryptocurrencies aren’t strictly guarded by
Wall Street financiers; everyday people are now joining in
on the new-fangled trading.
(Newsweek)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

1. Abuse as a child.
Abuse can either be physical, mental, emotional or
sexual. As the recipient of
the abuser’s anger, frustration in life and the irrational
need to control, the abused
becomes disconnected with
one’s own needs, making
it difficult for the person
to care for the self even as
an adult. The frightening
voices coming from the
abuser haunts even until
adulthood.
2. Neglect as a child.
Neglect is painful. I remember the lines of a poem that
says, “It is not the thing you
do but the thing you leave
undone that gives a bit of
a heartache at the setting
of the sun.” The neglected
child grows to think that he
or she is not worthy of the
care of others. If the person
feels that way, how could

ever this person think and
prioritize the care of the
self?
Many times I have written in my column that the
past is very important to
who we are. But we can no
longer change the past. We
can however muster all time
and energy, to confront our
vulnerability by attempting
to heal the wounded child.
If you were a wounded
child, whether abused or
neglected, I would like you
to vividly imagine yourself
as a child. What do you see
in this child? Look closely on the eyes of the child.
Seeing this child, what
would you tell him/her? Go
near the child, embrace this
wounded human being. As
you are now, whisper to the
ears of this child, “I can take
care of you, I will take care
of you.”

Much Ado About Care

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

Has there been a point in
your life when you stopped
caring for yourself? Aside
from the word love, I find
the word care very beautiful. I remember way back
in my elementary and high
school years when exchanging photos with friends was
a must at the end of the
school year. At the back of
these photos, we write dedication messages. It either
starts or ends with the line,
“Take care because I care.”
We care for our significant others. We do our best
to nurture our relationships
with them. We continually give. How do we receive
care? When you care for people, do they also care for you?
I don’t believe that there is a
weighing scale in caring. The
degree of care people give,
receive, and need are varied.
It is very personal.

Caring for someone requires effort. You share
and give a part of yourself.
When you care for others do
you intentionally take effort
to care for your own self? In
a world that asks too much
from you, do you still have
the time and energy to care
for your own self?
In my clinical practice, I
have also met some people
who don’t take effort to care
for others. I would surmise
that people who care for others and those who even don’t
may still have the tendency
to not care for their own
selves. Now, let’s go back to
my first question. Have you
stopped caring for yourself?
During counseling and
psychotherapy
sessions,
I noticed that people who
seem not to care for their
own selves have similar backgrounds during childhood.
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Double Jeopardy

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Can a car accident involving two vehicles that resulted
to damage to property, physical injury, and death be dismissed if one will plead guilty
to the physical injury?
This seemed the case in
Jason Ivler Aguilar vs. San
Pedro and Evangeline Ponce
G.R. 172716 November 17,
2010, The Supreme Court has
dismissed the homicide case
against Jason Ivler for the
death of former Nestor Ponce

Jr. in a road accident involving the suspect, saying he
cannot be subjected to a trial
twice for the same offense.
In a 28-page decision
penned by Associate Justice
Antonio Carpio, the court
ruled that Ivler cannot be
tried for the crime of reckless imprudence resulting
in homicide and damage to
property, as he had already
been convicted of reckless imprudence resulting in slight
physical injuries for the same
incident.
Both offenses are punishable under Article 365 of the
Revised Penal Code.
The Court decision stated:
“We hold that prosecutions
under Article 365 should proceed from a single charge regardless of the type or severity of the consequences.”
Section 21, Article III of
the 1987 Constitution states
that “no person shall be twice
put in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense.”
In August 2004, Ivler’s

vehicle rammed into Ponce’s
vehicle in Pasig City. Ponce
died in the incident while his
wife, Evangeline, sustained
injuries.
Ivler was charged before
the Pasig City Metropolitan
Trial Court (MeTC) for the
following offenses:
Reckless
imprudence
resulting in homicide and
damage to property (Case No.
82366) for Nestor Ponce’s
death and wreckage of his
vehicle;
Reckless imprudence that
resulted in slight physical
injuries (Criminal Case No.
82367) for the injuries sustained by Evangeline Ponce.
On September 7, 2004,
Ivler pleaded guilty to the
second charge. He was later
convicted and received the
penalty of public censure.
Ivler then moved for the
dismissal of the first charge.
Road rage killing
Ivler made headlines in
2009 after he was arrested
for the road rage killing of Re-

nato Ebarle Jr., son of former
presidential chief of staff Renato Ebarle Sr.
Ivler is detained at the
Quezon City jail and is facing
a murder case for the younger
Ebarle’s killing.
When he was prosecuted
for Ponce’s death, Ivler posted bail for temporary freedom. In an alleged attempt
to evade prosecution, he tried
to escape to Malaysia by boat
but was arrested in Zamboanga City.
After failing to show up
for hearings related to the
“reckless imprudence resulting in homicide” case, Ivler
was considered a fugitive.
The High Court said the
accused’s negative constitutional right not to be “twice
put in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense”
protects him from, among
others, post-conviction prosecution for the same offense,
with the prior verdict rendered by a court of competent
jurisdiction upon valid infor-

mation. It is not disputed that
the petitioner’s conviction
in Criminal Case No. 82367
was rendered by a court of
competent jurisdiction upon
a valid charge. Thus, the
case turns on the question of
whether Criminal Case No.
82366 and Criminal Case No.
82367 involve the “same offense.” Petitioner adopts the
affirmative view, submitting
that the two cases concern
the same offense of reckless
imprudence. The MeTC ruled
otherwise, finding that Reckless Imprudence Resulting in
Slight Physical Injuries is an
entirely separate offense from
Reckless Imprudence Resulting in Homicide and Damage
to Property “as the [latter]
requires proof of an additional fact which the other does
not.” Which the high court
overturned.
Interestingly, the death
of one person becomes in
this case, Nestor Ponce
came to naught with this
jurisprudence.

Caritas established in all parishes
in Cebu Archdiocese

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

The Archdiocese of Cebu
has decreed the establishment
of Parish Caritas in all parishes under its jurisdiction signed
by Cebu Archbishop Jose
S. Palma and Archdiocesan
Chancellor Rev. Msgr. Renato
C. Beltran.
This was revealed by Rev.
Fr. Randolph “Randy” Figuracion, SDB, rector of the Archdiocesan Shrine of Our Lady of
Lourdes, during the executive
committee meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) of
which I am the president from
July 11, 2017 to the present.

It is said in the decree
that Cebu Caritas Inc., the
registered name of the Commission on Service of the
Archdiocese of Cebu with the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), journeys with
the Anawim in carrying out
the threefold functions of Jesus Christ by serving the community of missionary disciples
towards total human development and integrity of creation.
The decree stated that “as
the mandated action arm of
the Archdiocese of Cebu, Cebu
Caritas Inc.-Commission on
Service, serves the Anawim
through its humanitarian, developmental and justice and
peace programs.”
It further said that the
Fourth Diocesan Synod of
Cebu mandates that the Archdiocese shall restructure its
organizational
machinery
to include mechanisms that
would involve the entire local
church in the ministry among
the poor. It shall be adapted
for the district, vicarial, and
parish levels.
According to the decree,

Parish Caritas provides a
branding identity to the Service Committee of the PPCWESTY structure.
The Parish Caritas facilitates the creation and implementation of programs and
services that are based on the
true aspirations and actual
needs of the lay in the parish
and are accommodated to the
varying welfare, developmental ad liberational needs of the
different sectors of the parish.
The lay faithful in each
parish are in the best position to identify which programs can truly address their
concerns.
The decree added that
through this process, the lay
in the parish can be truly empowered to formulate concrete and doable solutions that
are relevant and responsive to
their needs.
Parish priests are regularly reshuffled, making it imperative to institutionalize Parish
Caritas to ensure continuity of
service programs in the parish
level.
Parish Caritas is a con-

crete legacy of the celebration
of the 500 Years of Christianity in the Philippines.
Parish Caritas is a concrete and living manifestation
of imitating the legacy and examples shown by the Servant
of God, Archbishop Teofilo
Camomot whose love for the
poor is worth emulating.
Palma said that in view of
the foregoing premises, and
by the power vested in him as
Archbishop of Cebu, he approved the creation and establishment of Parish Caritas in
all parishes in the Archdiocese
of Cebu.
Palma ordered that every
parish shall establish its own
Parish Caritas with its tripod
programs on humanitarian,
developmental and justice and
peace.
A coordinator shall be appointed/elected among volunteers to lead the implementation of the programs. The
parish priest shall oversee and
accompany the parish coordinator in this task.
Palma also ordered that
each Parish Caritas shall reg-

ularly coordinate with and
report to Cebu Caritas Inc. the
parish service committee projects, activities and programs.
In the interest of accountability and transparency, Palma said that all funds raised
for Parish Caritas shall not be
comingled with other finances of the parish and shall be
placed in a separate account.
“May the gift of faith we
have received be translated
into action for we are gifted to
serve the Anawim – the lost,
the last and the least,” Palma
said in his order.
As PPC president of
Lourdes Shrine, I know that
long before this decree, our
church has several developmental projects that benefited
the parishioners.
Lourdes Shrine under Fr.
Figuracion has continued the
scholarship, giving free education to deserving children
from kindergarten to college.
We also have a feeding program from the Family Life
to all the 49 chapels. We also
have bloodletting that has
helped sick people.
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SEC orders closure of
5 online lenders

THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has ordered the immediate
shutdown of five online lending operators that are offering loans to the public without authority to do so.
In an order issued February 3, the SEC en banc directed Tacoloan, VCash, 365
Cash, SwipeCash, and BootCash to immediately stop
their lending and financing
businesses as well as related
activities until they have incorporated and secured from
the SEC their respective certificates of authority to operate as a lending or financing
company (CA).
The companies, their
agents, representatives and
promoters, as well as the
owners and operators of
their hosting sites, were further enjoined to cease from

offering and advertising their
lending business through the
internet or any other media,
and to remove all materials
involving such.
The SEC found out that
all of these five entities have
not registered as a corporation. Neither have they secured CAs from the corporate
watchdog. It thus said the issuance of a cease and desist
order (CDO) was warranted
in these cases “not only to
stop the illegal act, but also
to prevent the continued
fraud on the public who are
led by the online lending operators to the belief that they
are a legitimate business.”
In addition to their illegal operations, the SEC has
also received complaints
about the unfair debt collection practices of the online
lending operators. PR

PLDT, Smart, PayMaya top Anvil Awards
PLDT and Smart have
maintained the group’s
winning streak at the Anvil
Awards, receiving top honors for the second straight
year at the Philippines’ Oscars of public relations.
In a virtual ceremony
held recently, PLDT and
Smart bagged 21 awards, including citations of fintech
unit PayMaya, and back-toback Company of the Year
honors. The group brought

home two golds and 18 silvers for programs on brand
communication, corporate
social responsibility, employee engagement and financial inclusion.
“We are truly honored
and humbled to receive
back-to-back Company of
the Year citations. We continue our mission to provide digital innovations that
empower Filipinos to live
smarter for a better world,”

said Cathy Yang, FVP and
Group Head of Corporate
Communications for PLDT
and Smart.
The Anvil Awards has
been conducted for 57 years
by the Public Relations Society of the Philippines (PRSP).
“The Anvil honors the
best campaigns that show the
impact of communications,
in all of its forms. As long as
we continue creating meaningful and relevant projects,

and make sure that these
ripple across society, then,
our role is fulfilled,” said Anvil Awards Chairperson, Ma.
Louisa Sebastian, APR.
PLDT and Smart received gold Anvils for COVID
Warrior
Communications
Program, a multi-platform
campaign to drive awareness and care for employees
amid COVID-19; and Better
Today Time Capsule Project,
which promotes the use of

art for catharsis and mental
healthcare.
PayMaya also got silver
nods for I am PayMaya Town
Hall, a cascade of latest corporate developments, directions, and performance; and
The SAFEwork Playbook: a
publication of pandemic and
work arrangement protocols.
deo, Smart Prepaid’s This
is Us, and BTS Passion and
Purpose campaigns. BUSINESS MIRROR

Shift to Alert Level 1, f2f classes to boost employment
THE National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA) said that while
the unemployment rate declined, fewer Filipinos were
able to work amid the Omicron surge in January 2022.
“The Omicron surge
caused a temporary decline
in our employment levels.
Now that we have contained
the spread of the virus and
shifted to alert level 1 in most
parts of the country, we look
forward to an improvement
in employment outcomes in
the coming months,” Socioeconomic Planning Secretary

Karl Kendrick Chua said in a
statement.
Since March 15, 2022, 70
percent of the economy has
already shifted to alert level
1. This means that more restrictions were removed on
travel and capacity limits on
establishments were eased.
This translates to an additional PHP10.8 billion per
week of economic activity for
the country and 195,000 less
unemployed over the next
quarter compared to alert
level 2.
Chua also underscored
the need to reopen all schools

in alert level 1 for face-to-face
learning as this will provide a
big boost to the economy, enable children to learn more,
and allow more parents to go
back to work.
“We reiterate the need
for the full and urgent resumption of face-to-face
classes to maximize the benefits of alert level 1. This can
increase economic activity by around PHP12 billion
per week due to the return
of related services around
schools. It will also free up
the time of parents, one in
four of whom have to skip or

reduce work hours in order
to assist their children with
online classes at home,” he
added.
To cushion the most vulnerable from the impact of
inflationary pressures due to
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict, the government will
distribute targeted subsidies
amounting to PHP6.1 billion.
Among the primary beneficiaries are transport and agriculture and fisheries sector
workers.
At the same time, the
government is also planning
to provide unconditional

cash transfers of PHP2,400
for the bottom 50 percent of
households to mitigate the
impact of rising prices of basic goods.
The NEDA has also recommended a four-day workweek, with 10 hours each
day, as a measure to help
conserve energy and reduce
transportation costs.
“As we continue to face
these temporary setbacks,
the government is determined to support our workers by putting in place these
measures to help all affected
sectors,” Chua said. PR
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16K delivery riders up for fuel subsidy
SOME 16,233 delivery
riders from four last-mile delivery service (LMDS) platforms are qualified for the
fuel subsidy provided by the
government to ease the impact of soaring oil prices.
Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) chief of staff
and Undersecretary Ireneo
Vizmonte said the agency has
submitted the list of accredited delivery riders qualified
for fuel subsidy to the Land
Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB).
“We are doing this in co-

ordination
with
platforms, those
last-mile delivery
service providers.
We get the names
from them and verify those accredited
independent riders),”
Vizmonte
said in a radio interview Friday.
The DTI obtained the list
of independent riders from
LMDS providers, and the department reviewed the list to
ensure there is no name duplication from the four LMDS
platforms.

Vizmonte said independent riders are those with
no employer-employee relationship with the LMDS
companies.
“Sa delivery riders ay
pinag-iisapan ay through

e-wallet dahil meron na sila noon to receive their subsidy,
‘di na kailangan ng
bagong card (For delivery riders, they are
looking into providing it through e-wallet because they have
already that to receive
their subsidy. So new
cards are no longer needed),”
he added.
Public utility vehicle drivers are getting PHP6,500
credited to their Pantawid
Pasada cards.
The LTFRB earlier said

delivery riders may be getting subsidies lower than
PHP6,500.
The government has allocated PHP2.5 billion for fuel
subsidies this year once global oil prices hit an average of
USD80 per barrel for three
straight months.
The global oil market has
been trading at over USD100
per barrel.
With the skyrocketing oil
prices, the government proposed to double the fuel subsidy for the transport sector,
as well as the agriculture and
fisheries sectors. PNA

87,500 drivers get fuel subsidy amid oil price hikes
ABOUT 87,500 jeepney
drivers in the entire country
have received fuel subsidies
to help them cope with soaring oil prices, the Land Bank
of the Philippines said on
Saturday.
The Landbank said as of
March 17, it has credited up
to P569 million to the said
drivers, who are cardholders of the Pantawid Pasada

program.
More than 377,000 drivers of public utility vehicles
(PUV) are eligible to receive the fuel subsidy worth
P6,500, the Landbank said.
The bank added that
it was closely coordinating with the transportation
department and the Land
Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LT-

FRB) to distribute the aid.
“LandBank is one with
the National Government in
providing immediate support interventions to PUV
drivers to weather the impact
of the fuel price surge,” said
LandBank President and
CEO Cecilia Borromeo.
Aside from jeepney drivers, LandBank said that it
is also rolling out the subsi-

dy for drivers of UV express
units, minibusses, buses,
shuttle services, taxis, tricycles, and other full-time
ride-hailing and delivery services nationwide.
Drivers may get Pantawid Pasada at designated
LandBank branches identified by the LTFRB.
The cards can be used to
buy fuel at participating gas

stations nationwide.
After 11 consecutive oil
price hikes, a rollback is projected to be implemented
next week, the first for 2022.
Industry estimates show
that oil companies may lower
their prices of diesel by P11
to P11.70 per liter, gasoline
by P6 to P6.20 per liter, and
kerosene by P8.70 to P8.80
per liter. ABS-CBN

MCWD appeals to public not to destroy stub-outs
THE
Metropolitan
Cebu Water District
(MCWD) is appealing to
the public not to destroy
or damage water meter
standpipes and stubouts just to get water.
The water district
has received numerous
reports and also caught
people forcibly opening
stub-outs in some areas
so that they can fetch water. A stub-out is the end
portion of a distribution
line where water meters
of the service connections are attached.
Destruction of stubouts can result in contamination of water that
might cause diarrhea

and other ailments. This
can also further lessen the already scarce
supply because water is
wasted as
flow from
damaged
stub-outs
could not
be
controlled
unless
repaired.
Also, with
stub-outs
busted,
w a t e r
will not
reach the
houses in
the area
when the

supply normalizes.
MCWD is doing its
best to bring water to
the people. Aside from

installing generator sets
to the wells, it also deployed delivery trucks
to the different parts of
its service
a r e a .
There are
already
six trucks
m o b i lized and
another
17 units
will
be
deployed
starting
tomorrow.
Water from
M C W D
w a t e r
trucks is

clean and safe for drinking. All water delivery
trucks are disinfected and sanitized while
MCWD’s water quality passes the standards
set by the Philippine
National Standards for
Drinking Water.
MCWD’s laboratory conducts regular water quality monitoring
of water from strategic sampling points in
MCWD’s
distribution
network to ensure a safe
and potable drinking
water supply for consumers. MCWD’s sampling points are far more
than what is required by
the government.
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Rama backs BPO workers’
return on April 1
CEBU City Mayor Mike
Rama expressed support for
the National Government’s
move to require all employees of business process outsourcing (BPO) companies
to report on-site by next
month.
With the City’s CoViD
numbers continuously decreasing, the mayor said it
is important for the information technology and business process management
(IT/BPM) sector to help establish a sense of “normalcy” in the city.
“We are already managing CoViD,” Rama said.
The mayor said that as
per data from the Cebu ITBPM Organization (CIB.O),
the majority of employees in
the sector have already been
vaccinated.
City Health Officer Dr.
Jeffrey Ibones also said they
have partnered with different IT-BPM companies to
bring the city’s vaccination
program right in their offices.
Councilor Joel Gargane-

ra, who heads the Emergency Operations Center (EOC),
said they have already met
with employees and managers of IT-BPM companies who expressed that the
100-percent onsite work re-

Cebu City
Vaccination Guidelines

quirement is postponed.
Earlier, the National
Government, through the
Fiscal Incentives Review
Board (FIRB), directed ITBPM companies to require
all employees to physically

report to work starting April
1, after two years of being allowed to work from home.
Garganera said that in
their meeting, the sector
agreed to the directive, only
that they asked for more

CEBU City Mayor Michael Rama mulls giving
the entire floor at the new
Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) to Operation Smile.
Operation Smile is an
international medical charity whose global network of
thousands of credentialed
medical volunteers from
more than 80 countries is
dedicated to helping improve the health and lives
of children from more than
60 countries.
It is known to
provide free reconstructive surgeries for patients
with facial deformities, especially
with cleft lips and
palates.
Operation
Smile Executive
Director Emiliano Romano welcomed
Rama’s

pronouncement
saying
they need between 1,000
to 1,400 square meters for
their facility.
“In Operation Smile,
our focus is on comprehensive care. The surgeries are only 10 percent of
the whole comprehensive
care,” said Romano.
Aside from surgeries,
they also provide comprehensive care based on each
child’s needs including

time to do so.
In reaction, Mayor Rama
said there can be exceptions,
but the directive should stay.
“In every rule, there is
always an exception. It’s a
management move,” the
mayor said.
He also said the IT-BPM
companies should have already invested in the needed
adjustments in their offices,
such as ventilation and partitions, even before the directive to return to on-site work.
He reiterated that the
city should work in bringing
back normalcy to the lives
of its people, especially after officials and experts have
worked hard to bring the
City’s CoViD numbers down.
The City is currently under Alert Level 1 status until
March 31. This means that
all, including those with comorbidities, are allowed to
freely go, and business establishments are permitted to
operate at full capacity, provided minimum health standards are observed. PIO

Rama to give Operation Smile
whole floor at CCMC

speech therapy, nutritional
support, dentistry, orthodontics, and psychosocial
support.
Romano said they target
to do 50 to 100 cleft lip and
cleft palate surgeries per
month in the facility they
will establish within the
space allocated for them.
He said that in the Visayas alone, there is an estimated 45,000 people with
cleft lip and cleft palate.
Rama told the CCMC
Task Force that he
wants the hospital
to be completed
by June 30 this
year
He reminded the group that
he started the
new CCMC project in 2015 yet
until now, it has
not been finished.
CCPIO
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City hits target for
4th vax drive

THE City Health Department has been successful in
hitting its 13,000 target doses
for the 4th National Vaccination Days against COVID-19.
Acting city health officer Dr. Jeffrey Ibones said
they were able to administer
4,043 doses during the first
day while 5,500 on the second day. On the last day, another 3,800 were vaccinated
against the dreaded disease.
“Kung apil ang 5–11
(years old) naabot gyud nato
ang atong target,” said Ibones.
Based on the data from
the Visayas Vaccination Operation Center, Cebu City was
able to inoculate 59 seniors
for the first dose, 112 for the
second dose, and 520 for
booster shots during the latest vaccination drive.
According to the city
government, it has already
achieved 73 percent of the
total senior population in the
COVID-19 vaccination. The
city has 90,000 registered senior citizens.

VVOC also shows that
13,332
senior
citizens
have been boosted against
COVID-19. He appealed to
the seniors to have themselves boosted.
Ibones said they are planning to do vaccination at the
barangay health centers on
top of the “vaccination at your
doorstep.”
The city government is
also asking the Department
of Interior and Local Government to direct the barangay officials to help locate the
unvaccinated.
“Dunay uban nakita nako
nganong nihinay pud wala
naman pud ta nanginahanglan for example moadto ka og
mall mokaon ka dili naman
kinahanglan ang vaccination
card, usa pud sad na sa nakita nato nga nihinay ta, beside
ana gimando gyud sa atong
mayor, Mike Rama, nga subsob gyud ang bakuna kun mahimo pwede nato ma house
to house ato na’ng buhaton,”
Ibones added. PR

Cebu City among top 10 HUCs in competitive index
CEBU City is back to being one of the country’s top
10 highly urbanized cities
based on the competitive
index ranking of the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) in 2021.
The city bounced back to
10th spot from ranked 13 in
2020 with an overall score of
40.5160 percent. The Cities
and Municipalities Competitiveness Index is an annual
ranking of Philippine cities
and municipalities developed by the National Competitiveness Council through
the Regional Competitiveness Committees (RCCs)
with the assistance of the

United States Agency for International Development.
The overall competitiveness of cities, municipalities,
and provinces is based on
four major categories –economic dynamism, government efficiency, infrastructure, and resiliency.
Local government units
also have separate rankings
for each of the categories and
even in each indicator. Each
category has a maximum of
25% rating.
Economic dynamism includes the local economy’s
size, growth, and structure,
safety compliant businesses,
increase in employment, cost

of living and doing business,
financial deepening, productivity, and presence of the
business and professional
organizations with Cebu City
ranking eighth with an average of 8.0049 %.
Cebu City also ranked
eighth in infrastructure with
8.5319 percent. This includes a rating on the aspect
of road networking, distance
to ports, availability of basic
utilities, transportation vehicles, education, health, LGU
investment, financial technology, and accommodation
and information technology
capacity.
For government efficien-

cy, Cebu City got 11.7988
percent. Indicators include
recognition of performances,
the capacity of school services, compliance to national directives and to business
permits and licensing system
standards, presence of investment promotions, business registration efficiency,
capacity to generate local
resources, health services,
and school services, and recognition of performance, social protection and peace and
order.
In terms of resiliency,
however, Cebu City ranked
31st with a score of 12.1804
percent. The city needs to

work more on its disaster
risk reduction plan, land use,
annual disaster drill, early
warning system, budget for
DRRMP, local risk assessments, emergency infrastructure, utilities, employed
population, and sanitary
system.
Based on the previous
results from 2015 up to the
present, Cebu City’s highest-ranking is at third spot
overall back in 2015, also
during the administration
of Mayor Michael Rama. In
2016, Rama was succeeded
by Tomas Osmena dipping
the city’s ranking to 6th spot.

THE Cebu City Government has set an ambitious
target of P3 billion in revenue for 2022.
Even this early, it has
already collected a total of
P2.5 billion in business and
real property taxes

Out of the P1.2-billion
target in real property taxes,
the city has so far collected
P700 million, while of the
P2-billion target this year in
business taxes, it has collected P1.8 billion.
Cebu City Mayor Mi-

chael Rama lauded the employees of the City Treasurer’s Office for their collective effort urging them to
work double time to hit the
P3-billion target.
Rama has directed all
department heads to start

preparing the required documents for the release of the
city hall workers’ midyear
bonus.
“Ako lang hangyo ninyo,
trabahoa na aron inig abot
sa midyear, dili kay adto
i-hatag sa December,” said

Rama.
The mayor also reminded the employees to keep the
public service alive at the
City Hall and make sure that
they serve the Cebuanos and
not anyone or for any other
considerations.

THE FREEMAN

Rama confident Cebu City to hit P3B target revenue
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IATF urges Bohol to vaccinate
80% A2 population

THE dream for Bohol
to step into the new normal
still hinges on its vaccine
accomplishment, most especially in reaching out to its
senior citizens.
National Task Force
vice chief implementer Secretary Vivencio Dizon and
the Department of Health
Secretary Francisco Duque
emphasized this during the
recent BIDA Tungo sa New
Normal Roadshow on March
18 at the Pavilion of the Bellevue, here.
Set as an official visit
of the Coordinate Operations to Defeat the Epidemic
(CODE) Team, the Roadshow also affords local officials, municipal leaders as
well as industry representatives the chance to meet the
National Task Force and be
briefed on the steps needed
for Bohol to transition into
Alert Level 1 and ultimately
to Alert Level Zero.
Bohol is still under
COVID Alert level 2 and may
linger there until the vaccination accomplishment im-

proves and the active cases
continue to plummet to very
manageable levels.
According to Governor
Arthur Yap, in his report to
the NTF and the local industry stakeholders including
business, tourism, and the
academe, Bohol has reached
60.75 % vaccination accom-

plishment as of March 15,
2022.
By this, some 871,970
Boholanos have received
the full doses of the vaccines
against Covid-19, while
some 670,680 Boholanos
received the first dose and
could be getting their second
doses anytime.

However, the Bohol Inter-Agency Task Force on
the management of Emerging Infectious Diseases said
that some 1,106,082 of the
1,394,329 Boholanos have
to get their full vaccination
for Bohol to attain the target
vaccinating at least 70% of
the total population.

The NIATF particularly
asked local leaders and municipal stakeholders to get to
the A2 priority group.
A2, of the senior citizens have been the most
vulnerable to death once
they get Covid, according to
data gathered by the DOH
from hospitals all over the
country.
If we fail to get to them,
they will fill our emergency
rooms and bring our hospitals to critical capacity again
and believe me, many will
die, Sec Dizon elaborated.
With the numbers of active new cases already down
to manageable levels, tourism and business industry
leaders want the government to already lower the
local Alert Level, so they
can already operate on full
steam.
But the DOH and the
NIATF said the decision to
deescalate Bohol’s alert level would come from many
recommendations, and not
just from the DOH and the
NIATF. PIA-7/BOHOL

2 Bohol hospitals to get medical equipment
THE Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP) of Bohol led
by Vice Gov. Rene Relampagos approved a resolution
granting two hospitals in
the province new medical
equipment.
The provincial board
passed a resolution authorizing Gov. Arthur Yap to

sign the deed of donation
with the Department of
Health Central Visayas Center for Health Development
(DOH-CVCHD) regarding
the two new pieces of medical equipment.
The Garcia Memorial
Provincial Hospital (GMPH)
in Talibon and the Teodoro

B. Galagar District Hospital (TGDH) in Jagna are the
lucky recipients of the donation from DOH-CVCHD valued at P 8 million each for
the procurement of medical
equipment.
Present
during
the
pre-session meeting of the
SP was Dr. Cesar Tomas Lo-

pez, the OIC of the Provincial Health Office (PHO).
Lopez told the august
body that GMPH will be getting a digital X-ray system,
while the TDGH will receive
from the DOH-CVCHD a
portable X-ray machine and
analog film processor.
Meanwhile, Relampa-

gos expressed his thanks to
PHO and the DOH for the
donation.
The DOH’s decision
to donate pieces of equipment to Bohol’s hospitals
is aligned with the department’s Health Facilities
Enhancement Program. BOHOL TRIBUNE

Statement of Commitment to Bohol’s resilience, recovery
GOV. Arthur Yap led
all stakeholders in ensuring commitment to Bohol
resilience and recovery at a
summit on Mar. 16, 2022
Yap led the signing of
the Statement of Commitment before the Bohol Resiliency Summit at the Bellevue Resort ended.
The summit springs
hope towards faster recovery from the devastation of
typhoon Odette which hit
Bohol amid the Coronavirus
disease (Covid) pandemic

and ensuring resilience of
this island province.
“One thing we learned
from typhoon Yolanda,
kung maingay ka, that’s
when you get help. And
that’s why I pay tribute to
Governor Yap for holding
this conference. You’re only
an LGU [local government
unit], I first thought this
summit is organized by the
national government, but
for you Provincial Government of Bohol to do this
is an achievement,” Rene

Meily president of the Philippine Disaster Resilience
Foundation (PDRF) said
during the summit.
Yap thanked all those
who
co-organized
and
joined the summit and the
resource persons for sharing their expertise, wisdom
and valuable inputs on disaster resilience.
The Provincial Government of Bohol (PGBh) led
by Yap and Vice Governor
Rene Relampagos organized the summit in part-

nership with Holy Name
University (HNU), National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council
(NDRRMC), World Bank
(WB) and PDRF.
The summit convened
all stakeholders consisting of national government
agencies, LGUs led by the
Bohol mayors, academe,
private sector, development
partners, civil society organizations and communities.
Yap presented the status of Bohol 90 days after

typhoon Odette, highlighting the programs and activities for the typhoon victims.
The province’s typhoon
rehabilitation and recovery programs and plans are
comprehensive and guided
by the national “build back
better” principle in identifying strategies in five
sectors—infrastructure development, livelihood and
business development, agriculture and fisheries, housing and settlement, and social services. PR
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Russia’s biggest cargo airline
suspends all Boeing flights

RUSSIA’S biggest cargo
airline Volga-Dnepr Group
has suspended all flights using Boeing (BA.N) aircraft
due to Western sanctions.
Sanctions have cut off the
supply of most aircraft and
parts to Russia. The United States and Europe have
closed their airspace to Russian airlines, and Moscow
has responded by imposing
the same measure on them.
Volga-Dnepr said in a
statement it had stopped
operations of two of its subsidiaries – Air Bridge Cargo
and Atran - that use 18 Boeing 747 and 6 Boeing 737
airplanes. Bermuda’s Civil
Aviation Authority (BCAA)
decided to terminate their
safety certificates.

“The management of
Volga Dnepr has made a
conscious decision to find a
possible solution together
with partners and state regulators,” it said.
Volga-Dnepr, which describes itself as the world
leader in the oversize and
heavy cargo market, continues to fly Russian-made aircraft including An-124 and
Il-76 cargo jets.
Russia has passed a law
allowing the country’s airlines to place aircraft leased
from foreign companies on
Russia’s aircraft register a maneuver likely to stoke
Western fears of a mass default involving hundreds of
jetliners. REUTERS

Travel opening up as pandemic becomes endemic
THE
International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), in a statement on
Thursday, March 17, welcomed the world’s increasing momentum towards reopening of borders and easing of travel restrictions as
Covid-19 moves into the endemic phase – although Asia
lags behind.
An IATA survey of travel
restrictions for the global top
50 air travel markets, which
accounted for 88 percent
of international demand in
2019 (as measured by revenue passenger kilometers or
RPK), revealed that 25 markets, representing 38 percent

of international
demand,
are
now
open
to
vaccinated
travelers
without
quarantine measures, or
testing
requirements.
This
is an improvem e n t
from
18
markets, or 28 percent of

international

demand,

in

mid-February.
T h e
bulk,
or
38 markets representing
65 percent
of international demand, are
open
to
vaccinated travelers
with
no quarantine
requirements—up
from 28 markets (50 percent

of international demand) in
mid-February.
However, travel in Asia
remains heavily compromised by COVID restrictions,
IATA pointed out.
“Hopefully, recent relaxations including the Philippines, Australia, Bangladesh,
New Zealand and Pakistan
are paving the way towards
restoring the freedom to
travel that is more broadly
enjoyed in other parts of the
world,” remarked IATA Director General Willie Walsh.
Already, India and Malaysia have relaxed travel
restrictions.
MANILA
BULLETIN

EU regulators warn against investing in crypto
THE European Union’s
securities, banking and insurance watchdogs said in a
joint statement on Thursday
that consumers risk losing
all their money invested in
cryptoassets and could fall
prey to scams.
“Consumers face the
very real possibility of losing all their invested money
if they buy these assets,” the
three EU authorities said in a
statement.
It marks a ratcheting up
of direct warnings to con-

sumers about cryptoassets
by EU authorities, spelling
out that consumers have no
protections or recourse to
compensation under existing
EU financial services law.
Regulators are increasingly worried that more consumers are buying 17,000
different cryptoassets, including bitcoin and ether,
which account for 60% of the
market, without being fully
aware of the risks, the regulators said.
“Consumers should be

alert to the risks of misleading advertisements, including via social media and influencers. Consumers should
be particularly wary of promised fast or high returns, especially those that look too
good to be true,” the statement said.
Consumers should also
be aware of that energy
consumption for producing
some cryptoassets is high
and the environmental impact this has, the statement
said. REUTERS

