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Kakapinks overflow in Ceboom grand rally in Mandaue City
VICE President Leni Robredo praises the Cebu development agenda before
hundreds of thousands of
Kakampinks that overflowed
in an 8-hectare area at the
Mandaue reclamation area
last April 21, 2022.
Referring to the Cebu
Priority Development Agenda (CPDA) pushed by former
tourism secretary Ace Durano, Robredo told the huge
crowd that the program presented to her aligned with her
development direction.
Durano is running for
governor against Gov. Gwen

Garcia. The governor has
pooh-poohed Durano’s line
about listening to the people.
“Kanina, may pinakita
po sa akin na Cebu development agenda. Na itong Cebu
development agenda, ang
mga sumulat iba’t-ibang mga
sectoral organizations dito sa
Cebu. Nung binasa ko po siya,
naka-aligned siya sa mga plano naming, Robredo said.
Then she continued saying the plan came from the
people.
“At ang pinakamahalaga sa lahat, ang plano galing
mismo sa taong bayan. Ito po

yung klaseng pamamahala na
papasundan natin pag tayo
maging pangulo. Na gobyerno na laging makikinig sa
ordinaryong mamayan,” she
said.
The Ceboom Grand Rally
at Mandaue City culminated
the day-long series of rallies
in Bantayan town, Bogo City,
and Danao City. Former congressman Junie Martinez led
30,000-strong Kakapinks in
Bogo.
Robredo,
meanwhile,
paid a courtesy call on Mayor
Ramonito Durano at the Danao City Hall before speaking

CEBOOM. The huge crowd in the Ceboom grand Leni-Kiko rally overflowed in the eight-hectare at the Mandaue
Reclamation Area.

at a mini rally of some 10,000
Kakampinks. Coming with
vice presidential candidate
Sen. Kiko Pangilinan and Vice
Governor Junjun Davide, Robredo was also received by
Ace Durano and former vice
governor Agnes Magpale.
Mayor Durano told members of the Cebu media that
he thanked the vice president
for the honor of gracing Danao City.
While informing the
vice president of his political
alignments, the mayor said
he respects the decision of
his son Ace on who will be
the presidential candidate the
latter will support.
Anol
Mongaya,
Le-

ni-Ace-Junjun
movement
convenor, said Robredo’s
program for a better Philippines needs a better Cebu.
A veteran street parliamentarian before spending
two decades in the Cebu media community, Mongaya estimated the Leni-Kiko rally at
320,000 in an 8-hectare rally
venue.
Ricky
Ballesteros,
a
spokesperson of the rally organizers, however, said the
rally turnout was 250,000
while the police said it
reached 150,000.
Gov.
Garcia
bloated
the BBM-Sara rally held in
a 2.7-hectare lot in SRP at
300,000.

COOKING AN ALLIANCE. Danao City Mayor Ramonito Durano talks with
Vice President Leni Robredo (3rd from left) and Sen. Kiko Pangilinan (right)
during a courtesy call at the Danao City Hall last April 21, 2022. With them
were gubernatorial bet Ace Durano (3rd from right), Vice Governor Junjun
Davide (2nd from left), former vice governor Agnes Magpale (2nd from left),
and Dr. Joselito Almendras (brother of VG Magpale).
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“Ang Mama Kong BiyaHero” Campaign
ends Intl Women’s Month Celebration
SAFE and Fair Philippines wraps up the Women’s Month Celebration by
launching the online campaign titled, “Ang Mama
Kong BiyaHero.”
It is a nationwide
youth-engagement
campaign that aims to educate
the youth to help prevent violence against women, and
advocate for their welfare
and empowerment here and
abroad. This is in full support of and complementarity
to the International Labor
Organization and UN Women’s “Babaeng Biya(Hero)”
campaign.
Through the use of Edukasyon.ph’s digital platforms, the campaign hopes
to equip the youth, especially the children of migrant
workers, with proper information on safe and fair migration, and on available essential services and referral
pathways for female overseas

Filipino workers (OFWs).
The campaign
spreads this
info through
different media such as
blog posts that
inform young
Filipinos how
they can help
female OFWs
access protection mechanisms: from keeping in touch with female migrant relatives, being aware
of
relevant
government
agencies’ hotline numbers,
to reporting cases of violence against women or gender-based violence through
proper channels.
Meanwhile, through its
Babaeng Biya(Hero) website
and social media channels,
the Safe and Fair Programme
has curated relevant information materials for migrant
workers., as well as info-

graphics on how to access
social welfare and livelihood
packages from both government and non-government
agencies— all in downloadable form for easier use and
saving.
The campaign also included a nationwide survey
of more than 1,000 youth
participants that sought their
insights, attitudes, and motivations towards migration
for work.
“We welcome the survey findings affirming the

youth’s level
of awareness
of services and
willingness to
share important information to women
migrant
workers. The
lack of youth’s
knowledge on
VAW is quite
telling - women may still not feel safe reporting the abuse they experienced; or there remains
a prevailing silence around
VAW and gender-based violence. What is further striking
is when the youth themselves
feel that they will not always
be safe working abroad as an
OFW - and this is why the
Safe and Fair Philippines and
Babaeng BiyaHero campaign
call for every member of the
society, especially the youth,
including men and boys - to
be part of the support system

for women OFWs“, shared
Charisse Jordan, National
Project Officer, UN WomenSafe and Fair Programme.
“As a large online youth
platform, it is Edukasyon’s
responsibility to ensure that
the youth have access to these
types of information and resources that not only help
them make positive choices
in their future, but help them
with the issues that they face
today” said Grace David,
CEO of Edukasyon.ph. “Edukasyon is proud to be a part
of a collaborative effort like
this.”
The campaign culminates in a livestreamed event
on March 30, 2022 featuring
youth advocates, representatives of Babaeng BiyaHero,
and an OFW family to share
further insights on issues facing Filipina migrant workers
and how the youth can help.
The event is hosted by Jasmine Curtis-Smith. PR

Murang Koryente Act passed: Gatchalian
SENATOR
Win
Gatchalian said that as
chairman of the Senate
Energy Committee, he was
able to pass the Murang
Koryente Act to bring down
the power rate.
Gatchalian who is running for election as senator, said that because of
the law, the power rate
decreased by one peso per
kilowatt-hour.
“To the ordinary families, they can save P200
a month which is equiv-

alent to five kilos of rice
for family consumption,”
Gatchalian said.
He said that under
this law, they removed the
stranded costs and stranded debts from house electric bill. These items were
already removed by the law
which is valued at one peso
per kilowatt-hour.
On the other hand,
as chairman of the Senate Education Committee,
Gatchalian saw that the
education sector was hit

by the Covid-19 pandemic. Several schools were
closed, and several students did not anymore continue to study.
“If I will be reelected as
a senator, I will do my best
in the Senate to make legislations to reopen the closed
schools and send back the
dropout students to schools.
We must restore the education sector back to normal,”
Gatchalian said.
Gatchalian also said
that he is looking forward

to making History of the
Philippines a curriculum in
schools so the students will
not forget what really happened in the past decades.
“We should have a good
history subject in the country by separating it from
the Araling Panlipunan.
We should separate History as a subject to focus on
the history of the country,”
Gatrchalian said.
Gatchalian was endorsed for reelection by
the League of Cities in

the Philippines and the
League of Provinces in the
Philippines.
“Their
endorsement
means the mayors and governors knew that our advocacies in government are focused on Local Government
Units. I will continue to pass
laws to give more power to
LGUs,” Gatchalian said.
He said he has already
roamed around the entire
country in their almost two
months of campaigning.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Larrazabal visits Ormoc, 6 towns, barangays
FORMER Commission
on Election (COMELEC)
Commissioner
Gregorio
“Goyo” Larrazabal said he
had already visited all barangays and municipalities of the
4th District of Leyte to know
the people’s real concerns so
he could bring it to Congress.
Larrazabal, a lawyer,
first planned to run for senator, but instead run for Leyte
4th District congressman
upon the request of the people who are disgusted and

dismayed by their present
representative.
Larrazabal, a stockholder
of Cebu Doctor’s Hospital and
other hospitals owned by the
Larrazabal clan, said that he
has been in the entire Ormoc
City and six towns of Albuera,
Merida, Isabel, Kananga,
Magtang-ob, and Palompon,
all of Leyte’s 4th District.
“I am elated because the
people want real government
service, real change and they
need me to do it. I did not

push with my plan to run for
senator because I want to carry the people’s voice in the
House of Representatives,”
Larrazabal said.
He said that their program of government is called
“Upat ka Haligi sa Paglambo
sa Quarto Distrito sa Leyte.”
Four pillars or four posts that
will give a better future in every barangay.
First, to repair and improve the barangay roads.
Second, to improve the

health care system of the
district, where every municipality should have medical
equipment (X-ray machine,
ultra-sound machine and dialysis machine). There must
be medicines in every Barangay Health Center in the
district.
Third, improve the water
system because of the high
water rates in Ormoc City.
Before, the rate was P3.50 per
cubic meter, now it increased
to P10. If a family was paying

P350 a month, it increased to
P1,000 now. In one year, a
family lost P8,500.
“We will find our ways
to bring the water rate back
to normal price,” Larrazabal
said.
Fourth, to install solar
lights in every electric post
and in every barangay. This
is self-power generating solar lights with no expenses
for maintenance and payment of monthly power bill.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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1,600 schools in CV
get safety seals

REGIONAL Director Sal
Jimenez of the Department
of Education (DepEd) 7 said
he had already issued safety
seals to about 1,600 public
schools in Central Visayas,
giving them, the authority to
implement the progressive
expansion phase of the limited face-to-face classes.
Jimenez said that there
are now more than 2,000
schools that applied for faceto-face classes and the 1,600
schools which were issued
safety seals will definitely
increase.

Earlier, Senator Win
Gatchalian, Senate Education
Committee chair, said he will
activate the oversight committee to review the K-12 education as it is an additional
burden to parents.
However, Jimenez said
Grade 11 and Grade 12 have
helped students specialize in
skills development.
“They will receive National Certificate (NC) 1, 2 and 3
from Technical Education
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA). If students
cannot afford college, they

can use their skills to apply
for jobs,” Jimenez said.
DepEd 7 has partner industries where students are

trained. The hard workers
will be hired immediately.
After graduating from Grade
12, they may choose whether
to proceed to college or work
first to save money for higher
education.
Today, Jimenez said even
if you only finish basic education but possess skills, you
can easily land a job.
In a separate interview,
Gatchalian said that he would
rather change the two additional years in high school
(Grade 11 and Grade 12) to
two-year vocational courses
to give identity to the student’s acquired skills.

Jimenez said that basic
education belongs to DepEd
while, vocational courses belong to the Commission on
Higher Education (Ched).
“In my view, the children
who are underage and are not
allowed to work should be in
the basic education just like
other countries which have
Grade 11 and Grade 12. If
we go back to Grade 10, we
are the only country without Grade 11 and Grade 12,”
Jimenez said.
“How about our competency and competitiveness
across the countries?” Jimenez
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

TUBURAN, Cebu Vice
Mayor Democrito “Aljun”
M. Diamante said that he is
campaigning for Senators
Risa Hontiveros’ and Richard “Dick” Gordon’s reelection in the May 9, 2022, election because they have also
helped the town.
Diamante said Hontiveros has allocated about
P5 million for the town’s
gymnasium.
On the other hand, Gordon, a chief executive officer
of the Philippine Red Cross,
was a responder during a calamity in Tuburan in 2012.
“Mao ni ang mga kandidato nga angayang botaran
kay motabang sila sa katawhan both in public and
private capacity.” Diamante
said.
Diamante said that all

the presidentiables are his
friends so that he makes Tuburan a free zone for the people to choose the next president. Whoever the presidential candidate who comes to
Tuburan is welcome.
“Dili ta mo-endorse kay
maikog man ta sa ubang kandidato. Ato lang pasagdahan
ang mga botante kon kinsa
ang ilang pillion,” Diamante
said.
He said that last April 19,
2022, Vice President Leni
Robredo, a candidate for
president visited him at his
house.
“I serve VP Leni with Tuburan coffee, humba, pansit,
and Tilapia which I raised in
a family fishpond,” Diamante
said.
Diamante is running for
mayor with no opponent. His

brother, incumbent Mayor
Danilo Diamante and all the
eight councilors are running
without opponents also.
He said he is committed
to campaign for the reelection of Cebu Gov. Gwen Garcia, Vice Governor Hilario
Davide III, Rep. Sonny Lagon of Ako Bisaya.
However, he said that
his strong support to Ako
Bisaya does not mean that
the other party-lists cannot
anymore go to Tuburan and
campaign.
He said that even if they
have no opponents and they
will all assume office on July
1, 2022, they will still campaign in the entire town from
April 18-29, 2022 and convince the people to vote other
candidates that they are supporting. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DEMOCRITO “ALJUN” DIAMANTE

RISA HONTIVEROS

RICHARD GORDON

Businessman says
Isko best candidate Diamante backs Risa, Gordon
BUSINESSMAN
Dr.
Winley Sanchez de la Fuente
said that Manila City Mayor Isko Moreno is the best
candidate to win as the next
Philippine president in the
May 9, 2022 election.
Dela Fuente first organized the “Ordinaryong Pilipino-Sara Duterte-Carpio
for President Movement”
and the “Duterte pa rin
Movement.”
However, when Sara decided
to run for vice president and
as the running mate of presidentiable Bongbong Marcos
Jr, he shifted to Moreno for
president and retain Sara for
a vice presidential bid.
He explained that he is
not supporting Marcos because his late father, President Ferdinand Marcos acquired ill-gotten wealth inherited by Bongbong but did
not pay inheritance tax to the
government as ordered by
the Supreme Court.
He said he is neither supporting Robredo because a
number of oligarchs are behind her candidacy and will
likely control the country’s
economy again once she will
win the presidency.
“Moreno’s candidacy for
president cannot be compromised because he has no
supporters who are oligarchs
and drug lords. He doesn’t
have big financiers who will
ask for business favors once

he will sit in Malacañang,”
Dela Fuente said.
He added that while he
doesn’t want to involve God
in politics, he said a candidate who is God-fearing is
his number 1 criteria because
this will mean that wannabe
will not commit corruption
because of fear of the Lord.
“The best quality of a
leader must be God-fearing
and has the political will to
decide for the good of the
people, and who knows what
is right and what is wrong.
He will not tolerate corruption in government for fear
that his administration will
be punished by God,” Dela
Fuente said.
On the other hand, Dela
Fuente said Gilbert Teodoro
is number one in his list for
senator, Risa Hontiveros and
Mark Villar among others.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Crowd estimate game
During the era of
fake news, sharp political operators understand that grossly overestimating the size of a
rally crowd would potentially add more political
points propaganda-wise.
Thus, Gov. Gwen
Garcia’s
emotional
claim of a 300,000
turnout during the
Weekly Notes
rally of former sena- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
tor Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. and Davao Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio at the SRP last April 18 could be deliberate.
The 300,000-figure would stick in the public mind. No
amount of clarification about the use of 30 hectares instead of three hectares (the truth) would erase that.
So does grossly bringing down the estimate using the
police as the supposed ‘objective’ source. I personally estimated the Kakampink rally turnout at 320,000. The crowd
that showed support for Vice President Leni Robredo and
Sen. Kiko Pangilinan overflowed in an eight-hectare area.
Ricky Ballesteros, a spokesman of the rally organizers gave
a conservative figure – 250,000.
The police though gave a funny 40,000 estimate. A
smart political operator did his job. I saw this a few years
ago with mixed effects.
However, will this maneuver translate to political
points for either the BBM-Sara or the Leni-Kiko camps in
the remaining days towards May 9?
Momentum
The way I see the situation, we need to look at the political momentum. Which rally pushed the political momentum of their respective camps?
Feedback from the BBM-Sara camp is not encouraging. Pursuing a traditional political approach, the rally at
the SRP needed P25 million to make it happen. They again
need more to keep the mayors and other political leaders
in line. There is a creeping doubt within their ranks that
money will soon pour in a trickle.
Meanwhile, they need to stop the switching of parallel-group leaders to either Manila Mayor Isko Moreno (ISSA
or Isko-Sara) or Robredo (ROSA). Political sources tell me
the trend will continue. As this is developing, the Kakampink
sortie in Cebu boosted the political stock of Sen. Kiko.
Alliance
The meeting between VP Leni and Sen. Kiko with
Mayor Nito Durano, gubernatorial challenger Ace Durano,
Vice Governor Junjun Davide, and former Vice Governor
Agnes Magpale is turning out to be more than a courtesy
call. Let’s watch how Cebu local candidates react to this
momentous event.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also a director of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or
POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Leni, Ace unite finally
Thousands of supporters of both Vice President
Leni Robredo and former
tourism secretary Joseph
Ace Durano awaited something important on April 21,
2022, in Danao City.
Robredo, along with her
vice-presidential candidate
Kiko Pangilinan, visited
Mayor Ramonito Durano
and son Ace at the Danao
City Hall. With them were
Vice Governor Junjun Davide and former vice governor Agnes Magpale.
After the closed-door
meeting, Robredo proceeded to talk before the thousands waiting in front of

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

the Danao City Hall. But no
Ace Durano climbed up the
stage with her in Danao City
nor in Mandaue City.
Thus, volunteers of the
Leni-Ace-Junjun
Movement began asking. Why
did Ace not accompany Leni
on stage?
Nevertheless, they did
not lose hope. That evening, Leni talked about the
Cebu development agenda that was developed last
year and signed by some
270 non-government organizations and people’s
organizations.
This agenda was adopted by both Ace Durano and

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

Junjun Davide at the start
of their campaign. They
called the agenda their “A
Better Cebu Roadmap.”
It seems Leni Robredo
found in Durano and Davide’s “A Better Cebu” the
program to complement
her “A Better Philippines”
vision. The Philippines cannot be better without a better Cebu.
This April 26, 2022,
Leni Robredo and Ace Durano will unite finally. She
returns to Cebu to cement
her covenant with the Durano and Davide team based
on the Cebu Priority Development Agenda (CPDA).
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Blood money being paid for Russian oil

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Ukrainian
President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
accused European countries that continue to buy
Russian oil of earning their
money in other people’s
blood. In an interview with
the BBC, President Zelensky singled out Germany and Hungary, accusing
them of blocking efforts
to embargo energy sales,
from which Russia stands
to make up to £250bn
($326bn) this year. There
has been growing frustration among Ukraine’s leadership with Berlin, which
has backed some sanctions
against Russia but so far resisted calls to back tougher
action on oil sales. Mr. Zelensky told the BBC from his
situation room in Kyiv on
Thursday that some of their
friends and partners understand that it is a different
time now, that it is no longer an issue of business and
money. That is an issue of
survival. The president also
reiterated calls for more
weapons to be supplied to
Ukraine, saying they were
not getting supplies fast

enough to fend off Russia’s
assault. (BBC)
oOo
North
Korean-tied
hackers were responsible
for a US$620-million cryptocurrency heist last month
targeting players of the
popular Axie Infinity game,
US authorities said Thursday (Apr 14). The hack was
one of the biggest to hit the
crypto world, raising huge
questions about security in
an industry that only recently burst into the mainstream thanks to celebrity
promotions and promises of
untold wealth. Last month’s
theft from the makers of
Axie Infinity, a game where
players can earn crypto
through gameplay or trading their avatars, came just
weeks after thieves made
off with around US$320
million in a similar attack.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) said that
through their investigations
they were able to confirm
Lazarus Group and APT38,
cyber actors associated with
(North Korea), are responsible for the theft. Lazarus

Group gained notoriety in
2014 when it was accused of
hacking into Sony Pictures
Entertainment as revenge
for The Interview, a satirical film that mocked North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un. (CNA)
oOo
Twitter responded to
Elon Musk’s offer to buy
the company for over $40
billion earlier this week by
adopting a policy known in
the investing world as a poison pill, which would allow
Twitter shareholders to buy
additional shares at a discount, effectively diluting
Musk’s stake and preventing
him from reaching a majority ownership status. Twitter
said in a statement that the
Rights Plan will reduce the
likelihood that any entity,
person or group gains control of Twitter through open
market accumulation without paying all shareholders
an appropriate control premium or without providing
the Board sufficient time to
make informed judgments
and take actions that are in
the best interests of share-

holders. Musk announced
earlier this month that he
had acquired a stake of just
over 9 percent in the company, and later said he had
decided not to take a seat on
Twitter’s board of directors,
but wanted his thoughts on
the company to be heard.
The SpaceX and Tesla boss
also revealed that he had
made a $43 billion offer to
buy the company, claiming it needed to be transformed. The “Limited Duration Shareholder Rights
Plan” would take effect if
Musk or another shareholder reached an ownership
stake of about 15 percent or
more of Twitter’s current
stock in a transaction that
is not approved by Twitter’s
board of directors. If that
happens, the company’s
other shareholders would
be able to buy additional shares at a discounted
price, a practice in investing that is commonly used
to protect companies from
hostile takeover attempts.
(Newsweek)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

A look into social media from the eyes of a tita

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

I asked a lot of people
what they usually do first
thing when they wake up.
Aside from praying, one of
the most common answers
is checking their social media account. My younger
friends would tell me that
Facebook is for the titas and
titos while Instagram and
Twitter are mostly used by
the younger generation. To
keep up and feel young, I
use the three. To be honest, I find Facebook easier
to navigate. That tells one
thing, I’m a tita.
As a tita in the social
media world, old-schooled
where manners are very important, I find that in the
social media there are those
individuals who are devoid
of manners. Where have
good manners and right
conduct gone by? I miss the
days when people use the
words and phrases “thank
you, please, I’m sorry, hello,
God bless.”

Someone once told me
that even when you close
your eyes, you can guess
the ages of people talking.
Young people talk about
the present and the future
while old people talk about
the past. Let me talk about
the past. I have no problem
being a tita.
When
introducing
someone, the person of importance would have to be
considered. In a social setting, the person of importance is based on age and
sex. For example, when
you introduce your twenty-year-old friend to your
grandmother, the latter is
the person of importance.
You say, “Lola, I would like
you to meet my friend Liza.
Liza, this is Lola Charito, my grandmother.” In a
business setting, the person of importance is mostly
based on rank. An example
is when you introduce the
company president and

site supervisor. You say,
“Mr. President, I would
like you to meet Mr. Juan
Dela Cruz, our site supervisor in Leyte. Mr. Dela Cruz,
meet Mr. Reyes our president.” There is an exception though in this business
setting introduction. When
you introduce the company president and a client,
the latter is the person of
importance.
Probably, if I post this
old rule on the social media
site now, I will be bombarded with questions and negative reactions. Some people
nowadays would probably
see this rule as archaic.
Old and new rules in the
old and new setting would
just have to abide by two
things – tact and consideration. There is no need to
memorize etiquettes. One
just has to be tactful and
considerate.
Social media posts nowadays are mostly political.

I see a lot of political analysts on social media. I see
some family members and
long-time friends argue
over their choice of president. Sometimes you would
see that their arguments
are tactless, inconsiderate
and disrespectful. Bonds of
family and friendship shattered with their differences
of opinion. Yes, I miss the
good old days of high school
when debates are held in
our classes. Each side presents their arguments with
so much passion. At the end
of the class, you would see
the opposing team members laughing while eating
pizza and sandwiches while
sipping soda. Nowadays,
long-standing relationships
are broken and like Humpty Dumpty who sat on the
wall and had a great fall,
all the king’s horse and all
the king’s men couldn’t put
Humpty Dumpty together
again.
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Bail as a Matter of Right

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Jurisprudence has recognized that the right to bail
is cognate to the fundamental right to be presumed innocent. Bail is the security
given for the release of a person in custody of the law. It
assures the court of his or her
appearance as required under the conditions specified
by the court. It may be given in the form of corporate
surety, property bond, cash
deposit, or recognizance.
Bail may be a matter of
right or judicial discretion.
Under Section 13, Article III
of the 1987 Constitution, all
persons are entitled to bail
as a matter of right, except
those charged with offenses punishable by reclusion
perpetua when evidence of
guilt is strong.
If the accused is charged
with an offense the penalty
of which is death, reclusion
perpetua, or life imprisonment, then his or her enti-

tlement to bail is based on
the discretion of the trial
court. The accused may file
a petition for bail to determine whether evidence of
guilt is strong. If the judge
finds that evidence of guilt
is not strong, bail may be
granted.
Bail is the security given
for the release of a person
in custody of the law, furnished by him or a bondsman, to guarantee his appearance before any court
as required under the conditions specified by law.
Considering that bail is
just a security for the temporary release of the accused, once the case has
been terminated, the same
shall be released back to the
bondsman. It will serve no
other purpose once the case
has been terminated or disposed of with finality.
All persons in custody
shall be admitted to bail as

a matter of right, with sufficient sureties, or released on
recognizance as prescribed
by law or by the Rules of
Court (a) before or after
conviction by the Metropolitan Trial Court, Municipal
Trial Court, Municipal Trial
Court in Cities, or Municipal Circuit Trial Court, and
(b) before conviction by the
Regional Trial Court of an
offense no punishable by
death, reclusion perpetua,
or life imprisonment.
No person charged with
a capital offense, or an offense punishable by reclusion perpetua or life imprisonment, shall be admitted
to bail when the evidence
of guilt is strong, regardless
of the stage of the criminal
prosecution.
The provision of the law
appears with an exemption.
It has a phrase “when the
evidence of guilt is strong”.
Otherwise the law provides

that bail is a matter of right.
So important is this
remedy that in the case of
People vs. Manuel Escobar
(G.R. No. 214300, July 26,
2017), the Supreme Court
ruled that a second petition
for bail may be entertained
by the trial court.
The Supreme Court
ruled that in light of the circumstances after the denial
of Escobar’s First Bail Petition, his Second Bail Petition
should have been given due
course. It should not be denied on the technical ground
of res judicata. Res judicata
applies only in a final judgment in a civil case, not in
an interlocutory order in a
criminal case, and an order
disposing a petition for bail
is interlocutory. This order
does not attain finality when
a new matter warrants a second look on the application
for bail. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Coop-NATCCO nominee campaigns

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

I interviewed Coop
NATCCO Party-List second
nominee Divina Quemi, a
well-respected cooperative
leader in the country based
in Vigan, Ilocos Sur.
Quemi said all members
of
cooperatives,
wherever they are in the
Philippines, must vote and
reelect Coop NATCCO Party-List because it is their
protector and facilitator of
all sorts.
She said that cooperativism is embedded in the
1987 Constitution to provide access to capital to ordinary Filipinos who wants
to organize for entrepreneurship and livelihood.
Thus, Quemi said, that
when Coop NATCCO Party-List was first elected
in 1998, it passed Republic Act 9520, creating the
Cooperative Development
Authority (CDA) as the
government’s regulator of
cooperatives.
Quemi will come to
Cebu together with number one nominee Felimon
“Emon” Espares of Antique and 3rd nominee
Atty Jose de Guzman of

Tagum on April 26, 2022
for a meeting with coop
leaders at Parklane International Hotel.
She said that because
cooperatives are allowed
by the Constitution to help
ordinary people with their
small business and livelihood, savings, dividends,
and patronage refund of
members are tax-exempt
under Sections 60-61 of
RA 9520.
Quemi said that in
the
present
Congress,
Coop NATCCO Party-List
through
Rep.
Canama
passed a law for the mandatory appointment of a
“cooperative officer” in
every Local Government
Unit (LGU).
She added that Coop
NATCCO Party-List is a
representative of all cooperatives to pass laws based
on its needs, and act as a
protector against all forms
of taxation.
There are about 18,000
cooperatives
registered
with CDA, and an estimated 13 million members.
“If Coop NATCCO Party-List will get six percent

of all cooperative members, we can have three
representatives in the 19th
Congress, Quemi said.
She added that while
members of cooperatives
are exempted to pay taxes
to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) on their
savings, dividends and patronage refund, the entire
coop sector has paid a total of P57 billion in taxes
in purchasing office equipment and properties for its
operation.
She said the coop sector really has a great contribution to nation-building in terms of providing
access to capital to members of cooperatives and
paying taxes to acquired
assets for operation.
The coop sector has
also employed thousands
of workers and has provided capital to coop members
who are in micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSME).
In Cebu, Divina Ayaay is recognized by Coop
NATCCO Party-List to coordinate with cooperatives
for the campaign sorties.

Aya-ay is with NATCCO
Network, a coop federation
nationwide. Aya-ay is also
a veteran campaigner for
Coop NATCCO Party-List.
***********
On the other hand, Vice
President Leni Robredo is
now a leading contender
for president come May 9,
2022 election because of
the strong support from all
sectors of society.
According to Atty. Josephus B. Jimenez, Robredo is the choice of the
majority of the Filipinos
because she has no issue of
corruption. Aside from being a lawyer, Jimenez said
Robredo is an economist,
being a graduate of an economic course at stthe University of the Philippines,
hence, she can religiously
appropriate the national
budget under the General
Appropriations Act (GAA).
Jimenez said that compared to all presidentiables, Robredo is suitable
as president because she
has the integrity to lead
the country, and can deal
with the domestic and international communities.
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Telcos blocked attempts
to access porn sites

PLDT Inc. and Smart
Communications Inc. have
blocked over a billion user
attempts to access online
child sexual abuse materials (CSAM) in the past six
months.
Both telcos also blocked
more than 224,000 CSAM
URLs or web addresses,
as of end-March 2022 via
their cybersecurity solutions and Child Protection
Platform.
Amid the global rise in
cybercrimes and cases of
online sexual abuse and
exploitation of children
(OSAEC), PLDT and Smart
earlier invested P2 billion

to beef up their
cybersecurity
operations center and Child
Protection Platform to detect,
predict,
respond, and prevent access to
CSAM.
“Our milestone
figures
manifest
our
expanded
capacity to both block illicit
URLs and prevent end-user attempts to access
CSAM,” reiterated PLDT
Chief Information Security
Advisor Angel T. Redoble.

Their in-house solutions optimize top-notch
cybersecurity technologies
and use dynamic intelligence data gathered from
alliances with entities like

the
Internet
Watch
Foundation and the
Canadian Centre for Child
Protection.
“ S e e i n g
such significant
results, we are
all the more
encouraged
to
constantly
keep
abreast
with global best
practices and forge more
alliances to enhance child
protection,” he noted.
As part of the group’s
environmental,
social,
and governance commit-

ments, PLDT and Smart
implement a pioneering
Child Safeguarding Policy
that embeds child rights
and safety considerations
into group-wide programs,
practices, and technology
solutions.
These initiatives concretize the group’s active
pledge to help the Philippines attain the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UNSDG), particularly UNSDG
#16 which stands against
abuses,
exploitation,
trafficking, and violence
against children. MANILA
BULLETIN

Nationwide alert level 1 will boost employment
The National Economic
and Development Authority
(Neda) said implementing
the lowest alert level 1 nationwide will fast-track the
return of more employment
opportunities.
“To help insulate the
economy from external
pressures, there is a need to
shift the entire country to
alert level 1,” Neda said in a
report on Monday.
At the start of April, 79
percent of the economy was
already under alert level 1
pandemic restrictions amid
further reopening of more
productive sectors. “The

easing of classification in
the remaining areas will
help generate more employment and income opportunities,” Neda said.
Alongside shifting to
alert level 1 and ramping
up mass vaccination against
COVID-19, Neda said “resumption of face-to-face
learning is needed.”
“Parents can return to
full-time employment as
more children go back to
school. The resumption of
face-to-face classes will also
minimize the loss of future
productivity as a result of
online or modular learn-

ing,” Neda said.
Neda was pushing to
maximize the shift to alert
level 1 as the Philippines’
unemployment rates of a
similar 6.4 percent in January and February were only
behind India’s 8.1-percent
jobless rate last February.
Based on the latest unemployment data collected
by Neda, the jobless rates
in Vietnam (2.8 percent
in March), China (3.9 percent last December), and
Malaysia (4.2 percent)
were lower than in the
Philippines.
Socioeconomic
Plan-

ning Secretary and Neda
chief Karl Kendrick Chua
earlier said that the February round of the Philippine
Statistics Authority’s (PSA)
monthly labor force survey
(LFS) showed an improving quantity and quality of
jobs, although more employment could be generated once the entire country
is placed under the lowest
alert level 1 restriction.
The less restrictive alert
level in February allowed
an additional 2.8 million
Filipinos to resume permanent jobs, especially in the
agriculture, retail trade,

and food services sectors.
The number of underemployed Filipinos was
also fewer at 6.38 million
in February than January’s
6.4 million.
Chua had noted that
the labor force participation went up, “consistent”
with more economic reopening under alert level
2 that month. “The underemployment is lower,
also consistent with the reopening after the Omicron
[episode], so both quantity and quality of jobs are
keeping up,” Chua had
said. PDI

Banks need to keep watch on play-to-earn game transactions
THE Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) wants
financial institutions to ensure customer due diligence,
especially those that serve as
payment channels for playto-earn games such as Axie
Infinity.
While Axie Infinity itself
is not under the supervision
of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) and not covered
by the “dirty money” watchdog, AMLC Executive Director Mel Georgie B. Racela
stressed that financial institutions are involved when players convert in-game tokens
into fiat currency.
In games such as Axie

Infinity, players receive cryptocurrency in exchange for
playing the game. Axie Infinity players earn tokens
known as smooth love potion
(SLP).
“The payment channels
used for the SLP tokens used
in the game may include
banks and electronic money issuers (EMIs). It must be
remembered that banks and
EMIs are covered persons
and are, thus, required to conduct customer due diligence,
keep records, and file covered
and suspicious transaction
reports (STRs),” Mr. Racela
said in a Viber message.
“These covered persons,

as payment and settlement
facilitators, should closely monitor funds that pass
through them (through the
purchase or sale of such tokens) for possible links to
dirty money and promptly
file the corresponding STRs
when appropriate,” he added.
Around $600 million
worth of cryptocurrency
linked to Axie Infinity was
stolen from the Ronin Network, a blockchain network
that allows users to transfer
crypto in the game. It is said
to be one of the largest cryptocurrency heists on record.
The US Federal Bureau of
Investigation last week said

their findings showed that
Lazarus Group and APT38,
both associated with North
Korea, were behind the cybercrime. The Lazarus Group
was also involved in hacking
the Bangladesh central bank
in 2016.
Sky Mavis, which operates Axie Infinity, earlier said
that about 35% of the game’s
traffic comes from the Philippines. The company said it
raised $150 million in funds
which will be used to reimburse players that were affected by the heist.
BSP Governor Benjamin
E. Diokno previously said
they are continuously mon-

itoring crypto-related activities that are used in online
games. He said they are discussing with other regulators
on the appropriate approach
for Axie Infinity and other
gaming platforms.
The Philippines is under
increased monitoring as it
was included in the “gray list”
of the Financial Action Task
Force in June 2021. It needs
to prove it has implemented
tighter restriction measures
to prevent dirty money and
terrorism financing activities.
The government hopes
to exit the gray list on or before January 2023. BUSINESS
WORLD
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Classes suspended to give way to polls
THERE will be no classes
from Kinder to Grade 12 in all
public schools from May 2 to
13 to give way to the national elections, the Department
of Education (DepEd) announced on Monday.
The elections will be held
on May 9. Classes will resume
on May 16.
Since the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic in March
2020, schools in the country

have been holding classes
through the distance learning
system. With Covid restrictions eased, around 13,000 of
the 60,000 public and private
schools have been allowed to
hold in-person classes.
During the 2019 midterm
elections, more than 500,000
teachers served as poll workers while an estimated 36,830
schools were converted into
polling centers.

“Our teachers continue to
be on the frontline of the foremost exercise of democracy in
the country notwithstanding
the demands and challenges
the season entails,” Briones
said.
The DepEd said although
the role is not new, it still
wants to ensure the department’s readiness by creating an election task force
and conducting the Regional

Clustered Conference on Values Formation, Voters Education and Automated Election
System.
“We aim to adopt guidelines, information, technical
and legal assistance for teachers and other personnel who
will serve as members of the
electoral board,” the department said.
“We have successfully
implemented these programs

with the hope that we will be
able to maintain free, orderly,
honest, peaceful and credible
national and local elections to
be held this coming May,” it
added.
In an earlier statement,
Education Secretary Leonor
Briones said the DepEd continues to play a crucial role
in ensuring the success of
the elections. THE MANILA
TIMES

Formation of Islamic banking regulatory unit ok’d
THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) along with
the Department of Finance,
the National Commission on
Muslim Filipinos, and the
Bangsamoro Government released a Joint Circular (JC)
and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) approving the
establishment of the Shari’ah
Supervisory Board (SSB) in
the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(Barmm).
This marks a milestone in
the whole-of-government approach to promoting Islamic

banking and finance in the
country.
“The JC and MOA formalize the agencies’ collaborative efforts in Shari’ah governance, following the government’s strategy to provide
an enabling environment for
the Islamic banking industry,” BSP Governor Benjamin
E. Diokno said.
“The SSB will provide essential Shari’ah compliance
oversight to enable Islamic finance to flourish in the
country.”
The joint initiative imple-

ments relevant provisions of
Republic Act (RA) 11054 (An
Act providing for an Organic
Law for the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao)
on the promotion of Islamic
banking and finance in the
BARMM.
“The
SSB’s
primary
function is to issue Shari’ah
opinions on Islamic banking
transactions and products
in the Barmm. At the same
time, the BSP, financial institutions, and other stakeholders may request the SSB
to provide Shari’ah opinions

MCWD
joins in the
celebration
of the
National Literature
Month!
“The difficulty of literature is not to
write, but to write what you mean.”
-Robert Louis Stevenson

on matters related to Islamic banking and finance,” the
BSP said.
The SSB currently complements the Shari’ah Advisory Council of Islamic banks
required under the BSP’s
licensing and Shari’ah governance frameworks, under
BSP Circulars 1069 and 1070
dated December 27, 2019.
“RA 11439 or the Islamic
Banking Law provides flexibility for the government to
convert the SSB into a national body, if warranted, such as
when there is already a criti-

cal number of Islamic banking players in the financial
system.” Diokno said.
Earlier this month, the
governor said they currently
have policy studies on Islamic banking in the pipeline to
ramp up efforts to establish
an inclusive and sustainable
Islamic finance ecosystem.
“We aim to provide a supportive and enabling environment for Islamic banking
that can operate alongside
the conventional banking
system,” Diokno earlier said.
BUSINESS MIRROR
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Mayor Rama wants
Sinulog 2023 at SRP
THE Cebu City Department of Veterinary Medicine and Fisheries (DVMF)
is warning the public against
buying a Korean brand of luncheon meat commonly called
“Korean Spam” being sold
online.
Pork products from the
South and North Korea are
still banned in Cebu due to the
threat of the African Swine Fever (ASF) to the multimillion
hog industry on the island.
Doctor Jessica Maribojoc, the head of the DVMF,
said that they have confiscated 96 cans of Korean luncheon meat from several
stores in the downtown area.
The 96 cans of Korean luncheon meat are part of the
188.8 kgs of confiscated pork
products from banned areas

of the country or from banned
countries abroad
Apparently, these stores
were able to bypass the ban by
ordering the products online.
This puts the city’s hog indus-

try at great risk should ASF infect live pigs.
“Common
kaayo
na
karon. Naglisod mi ana kay
daghan kaayog online sellers.
Naghangyo mi sa FDA (Food

and Drug Administration) kay
basta processed naman gud,
sa FDA na na siya. Pero part
siya sa atong surveillance sa
DVMF for ASF kay wala may
tawo and FDA with regards to

enforcement,” said city’s chief
veterinarian.
The DVMF incinerated the products on Tuesday,
April 5, 2022, as part of their
anti-ASF operations.
The Korean luncheon
meat, whose can looks like
that of a famous US brand,
concerns the DVMF because
they cannot trace who are
buying these products from
online sellers. These should
have been stopped at the Bureau of Customs upon entry
to the country, but it could be
that Cebu consumers are buying within the Philippines.
“Mas barato gyod siya
sa Spam nga gikan sa United States. Unya, ingon sila
mas lami pa gyod daw. Mao
na challenging gyod siya dakpun,” said Maribojoc. CDN

MAYOR Michael Rama
announced that large political rallies will no longer be
held at the Cebu City Sports
Complex (CCSC) because it
hampers its operations and
does not pay much anyway.
Jovito Taborada, manager of the CCCSC agrees
with Rama, saying that while
they earn from political rallies, many of the organizers
ask to have the entrance fee
waived. This is supposedly where the income of the
sports complex comes from.
This means that political
rallies do not really provide
as much income to the CCSC

considering the cost of maintenance for such events.
“Kung gamay okay ra.
Pero di man sad kaayo income generating kay kasagaran ilang i-waive ang entrance. Ang tawo sad daghan
kaayo,” said Taborada.
As of now, the CCSC only
has around 25 to 30 regular
staff and up to 50 total staff
that can be called to work in
case of bigger events.
For now, the management is focusing on reopening all its facilities to earn
more income so it can also
repair the damages caused
by the two storms that re-

cently hit the city, typhoon
Odette and TD Agaton.
The oval track has been
open for months now, bringing in the majority of the
income of the facility. The
studios have also reopened,
while the pool will open
again for trainers and athletes by Friday, April 23,
2022.
So far, the CCSC earns
P30,000 per day from entrance fees, which is still
half from the pre-pandemic earning of more than
P60,000 per day.
In the last two months,
CCSC has earned P1.3 mil-

lion from entrance fees, political events, concerts, and
donations.
They conducted a donation drive to fix the facility,
which was heavily damaged
by Typhoon Odette. The
money was used to repair
the roof of the bleachers
area.
Taborada is hoping that
as they open more facilities,
athletes and their trainers
will soon return so that more
they can earn more, which
would translate to providing
better service.
Meanwhile the Commission on Elections (Comelec)

in Cebu City said that banning political events in civic
spaces is the prerogative of
the local government unit
(LGU).
Marilou Paredes, the
acting election officer of the
South District, said that the
mayor has the prerogative
to allow or disallow political
gatherings in certain areas
of the city.
LGUs may have reasons
to disallow events, such as
what Rama has decreed for
Plaza Independencia, CCSC,
and Fuente Osmeña Circle,
due to traffic, peace and order, or crowd control. CDN

No more political rallies in CCSC

Help instill cleanliness among children
CEBU City Councilor
Jocelyn Pesquera has urged
the teachers in the city to
help instill in the minds of
the children the importance
of cleanliness.
Pesquera
made
the
statement during the induction of officials of the School
Governing Council, Master
Teachers’ Organization, and
Faculty Club at Don Carlos
A. Gothong Memorial Na-

tional High School on April
18, 2022.
“There are so many
things that we have to do.
Number one, ang atong pagpanglimpyo. No matter how
I promote the coastal tourism, no matter how I promote the coastal barangays,
kung kulang ta ana nga aspeto, lisod,” she said.
Pesquera is the chairwoman of the city’s Tourism

Commission.
“Through
education,
through
the
teachers,
through you, you will be able
to inculcate to the students
the importance of cleanliness. Kay unsaon nato
pag-promote sa atong coastal tourism (kung dili limpyo
ang lugar),” she added.
She said that among
those that they will promote
in the coastal tourism are

the Badjao.
“I’m glad that Maam
Marilou Dela Cuesta (school
principal) had informed me
that some of your students
are Badjaos. One of our core
products later for our coastal tourism is to showcase the
Badjaos,” said Pesquera.
Mayor Michael Rama,
for his part, stressed the importance of the role of teachers as they are the ones who

will mold the children to
become good citizens of the
country.
“Ang pamilya ang mama
mao ang pirmerong maestra,
ang papa maoy pirmerong
maestro. Pero ang pag-umol
sa formative years, which is
prep(aratory school) until
high school…my dear teachers, you are the mentors, you
are the molders,” said Rama.
FREEMAN
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Sto. Niño Chapel
opens in Cebu City
MASSES and weddings
will soon happen at Cebu
City’s new tourist attraction:
the Sto. Niño Chapel, which
on its roof stands the 30-foot
statue of the religious icon.
The chapel was officially opened on Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022, with the
memorandum of agreement
(MOA) inked by Mayor Michael Rama, Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma and officials
of Cebu2World Development
Inc. (C2W), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Megawide Con-

struction Corp.
that is engaged
in the redevelopment of the
Carbon Public
Market.
Sto. Niño
Chapel stands
on the grounds
of Cebu City’s
Senior Citizens
Park.
The archdiocese’s legal
counsel,
Fr.
Dan Domingo

delos
Angeles, said
Archbishop
Jose Palma
signed the
MOA to allow masses
and
weddings at the
chapel.
Delos
Angeles said
the
local
church will
support the
C2W man-

agement if it decides to hold
daily masses.
The Archdiocese will also
support the City Government
if it will hold mass weddings
at the chapel, delos Angeles
added.
Private citizens who want
to hold their weddings at the
chapel must seek permission
from the Archdiocese.
After the MOA signing,
Archbishop Palma blessed
the chapel. The first mass was
held at 2 p.m. Sunday and officiated by another priest. SSD

P5K Odette cash aid continues CCENRO endorses
THE Cebu City government has pledged to continue distributing P5,000 cash
assistance to victims of Typhoon Odette despite election-related restrictions.
Mayor Michael Rama assured the public that the city
government would still disburse the cash assistance for
Odette-stricken residents.
“Wa gyud ni kahumanan basta naa pa ang kwarta.
Number two, og naay restriction di sad na siya maundang, labi na inig human sa
restriction, manghatag lang
gihapon. Wa pa gani siguro

mapun-an pa pero padag-a
mi,” said Rama.
Rama was referring to
the policy by the Commission on Elections (Comelec)
that would ban candidates
from disbursing monetary
assistance before the May 9,
2022 polls.
The mayor also vowed
that work inside the CCMC
would not stop. However,
he did not go into details except mentioning that the city
was about to install hospital
equipment soon.
The Cebu City government promised to give finan-

cial assistance to residents
severely affected by Odette,
which lashed across central
and southern Cebu last December 2021.
To recall, Interior Secretary Eduardo Año ordered
48 local government units
(LGUs) to explain why their
distribution of financial assistance to survivors of Typhoon Odette is slow.
Three of the LGUs are in
Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon, Palawan),
16 are in Western Visayas, 13
are in Central Visayas, and 16
are in Eastern Visayas.

Comelec to deliberate Cebu City’s
request for election ban exemption
THE Cebu City Government’s request to be exempted from the spending ban
imposed by the Commission
on Elections (Comelec) may
soon be decided by next week.
Cebu City Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council chairman Gerardo
Carillo said on Wednesday,
April 20, 2022, that the city
has already presented all
necessary documents to the
Comelec.
Carillo added that they
attended a virtual hearing of
Comelec last April 18 and 19
and they were informed that
the poll body’s resolution may
be released by next week.
Last March 25, the

Comelec imposed a spending
ban to prevent the use of the
government’s money in political partisan activities.
Due to the ban, the Cebu
City Government has halted
the distribution of the P5,000
financial aid to the victims of
Typhoon Odette
Carillo said that once the
resolution from the Comelec
will arrive, the city will resume the distribution of the
cash assistance.
According to Carillo,
those who have not received
the cash aid yet should not
worry since the City is still
processing the names who
will be included in the list of
beneficiaries.

Cebu City Mayor Michael
Rama said that he sees no reason why the Comelec would
not approve the request of the
city government.
“Akong pilosopiya ana,
mag unsa man na ang kumpay kung ang kabayo patay
na,” said Rama.
The City Council has
appropriated an additional P300 million for cash assistance since there are still
many who were not able to
receive the P5,000 cash aid
from the local government
unit.
The City has already distributed more or less P380
million worth of cash assistance to typhoon victims.

SIFMA application
to Council for approval
THE Cebu City Environment and Natural Resources
Office (CCENRO) favorably
endorsed to the Cebu City
Council the approval of the
application for Socialized Industrial Forest Management
Agreement (SIFMA) with
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).
This covers an area of
60-hectares of timberland
spanning four mountain barangays--- Buhisan, Pardo,
Quiot, and Toong.
It was divided into three
applicants—
Jacqueline
Deen-Lotz with a claim of 20
hectares, Danilo Deen, Jr.,
20 hectares, and Ramas, 20
hectares.
CCENRO requested the
council to pass a resolution interposing no objection to the
request of a certain Emma Ramas and company.
SIFMA is an agreement
entered into by and between a
natural or juridical person and
the DENR wherein the latter
grants the former the right to
develop, utilize, and manage a
small tract of forestland consistent with the principle of

sustainable development.
The CCENRO-Technical
Unit conducted an ocular inspection last November 23,
2021, in Sitio Antuanga, Barangay Quiot. Per their report
on the ocular inspection on
the area available for SIFMA,
the CCENRO said such an application is “timely and needs
to be given favorable action.”
The ocular inspection revealed that the area is generally hilly with deep gullies. The
topsoil covering the subsoil
is very shallow and at some
point parent materials are already exposed.
Also, there are local trails
that are used by the community in accessing the area.
“It is imperative to rehabilitate, conserve and protect the
area in order to preserve our
watershed; especially since it
is adjacent to the Central Cebu
Protected Landscape (CCPL).
This can be made possible by
co-management by government and private sector,” the
report further read.
The City Council referred
the CCENRO’s endorsement
to the Committee on Environment for evaluation.
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Bugwak Spring finally supplies water
to Balilihan’s waterworks system

WATER finally flows
through the Balilihan’s Waterworks system with the
supply sourced from Bugwak
Spring located at barangay
Sto. Niño of the said town.
Balilihan mayor Pureza
Veloso-Chatto said that water has started to flow from
the source to the reservoirs
following the installation
of the 200-kilovolt ampere
(KVA) generator set. The
generator set is powering the water pump which
draws water from Bugwak

Spring to be delivered to the
reservoirs of the local government unit’s waterworks
system.
The reservoirs are located in barangays Tagustusan, Del Carmen Sur, Del
Carmen Weste, Haguilanan
Grande, Sto. Niño and Hanopol Norte, Chatto said.
She said the water supply is yet to reach consumers’ residences as a flushing
stage is being conducted to
clean the pipes which takes
a week to complete.

NGCP completes restoration
of Agaton-affected line
POWER transmission
services in Bohol are now
restored after NGCP energized the Ormoc-Maasin 138kV line 2 at 7:31
PM on 17 April and the
Maasin-Ubay 138kV line
linking Leyte to Bohol, at
10:14 AM today, 18 April,
respectively.
Emergency Restoration
Systems (ERS) were installed to bypass towers of
the Ormoc-Maasin lines 1
and 2, which were affected by a landslide triggered
by the passage of Tropical
Storm Agaton. More than
100 linemen and support
personnel were deployed
and worked through the
Holy Week to manually

transport the ERS to the
restoration area and conduct clearing activities necessary for the installation
of the ERS.
The company is currently working towards
the restoration of the Ormoc-Maasin 138kV line 1
to further strengthen the
reliability of transmission
services in the area, as well
as planning the permanent
restoration of the affected
towers.
NGCP assures the public that it is continuously
monitoring weather disturbances and is ready to activate its OCMC should there
be any threat to its transmission facilities. PR

Once the flushing stage
is done, the water pressure
to existing consumers will
become stronger.
This is phase 1 of the
waterworks master plan,
costing P95 million, the
mayor revealed.
Phase 2, with a budget
of P71 million, will involve
the rehabilitation of distribution lines from the reservoirs to the consumers’ wa-

ter lines.
Phase 2 will also involve
the addition of more water
tanks in identified areas of
the town where water pressure is poor, she added.
Chatto said she is elated
that finally water will soon
be distributed to more residents of Balilihan.
“Nalipay gud ta kaayo.
Kay dugay ni nato na ge
damgo. Ang master plan kay

sukad pa sa 2015, but way
before that nagsige nata ug
lantaw sa panubig,” Chatto
said.
Chatto reiterated that
there is no plan for the local
government unit to sell the
water from Bugwak Spring
to consumers outside Balilihan. The water drawn from
the spring is for the water
needs of the people of the
town. BOHOL TRIBUNE

Guv Yap attends, Aris skips
BCCI Candidates Forum 2022
GOV. Arthur Yap will
be attending the Candidates
Forum 2022 organized by
the Bohol Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)
while 2nd district Rep. Erico Aristotle Aumentado decides to skip the said forum
and prefers to have sectoral
consultations instead.
Yap confirmed his attendance in the forum to
The Bohol Tribune in a telephone interview on Apr. 19,
2022.
On the other hand, Aumentado, Yap’s chief contender in the gubernatorial
race, said in a radio interview on Apr. 19, 2022 that
he finds it difficult to squeeze
the event in his schedule,
thus he is unable to join the
forum.

Instead, Aumentado is
willing to meet representatives of different sectors in
society at his home in Dauis
to discuss issues concerning
the latter.
The BCCI is conducting
a forum among gubernatorial candidates on Apr. 20,
2022, at the Metro Center
Hotel and streamed live via
social media, according to
reports.
Moreover, Aumentado
said that following the release of the results of the
Bohol Poll 2022 conducted
by the Holy Name University (HNU), he is doubling his
efforts to catch up with the
survey frontrunner and incumbent governor Yap.
This is the reason that
he is busy in his campaign

and can afford only to meet
with sectoral representatives during breakfast at his
home, he stressed.
The solon from the 2nd
district said that he has been
presenting his platform in
his social media account.
The BCCI is conducting the Candidates Forum
2022 at a local hotel. It is
the organization’s traditional “Your Voice, Our Choice”
pre-election event, an advocacy intended to inform and
educate the electorate of the
candidates’ qualifications,
platform, plans of government and stand regarding
important issues affecting
the Boholanos. The BCCI
hosts the said forum every
election year. THE BOHOL
TRIBUNE

12 April 18 - 24, 2022

Cebu Business Week

WORLD NEWS

Yellen won’t participate in all
G20 sessions if Russia present
“Russia has with its illegal invasion of Ukraine upended economic growth for
everyone around the world
and can’t possibly be a constructive partner in how we
manage the crisis created
by Russia’s illegal invasion
of Ukraine,” he added.
“Bottom line is it can’t
be business as usual to have
Vladimir Putin just sitting
around the table pretending that everything is okay,
because it’s not okay, and
it’s his fault.”
US President Joe Biden
has said he backs kicking
Russia out of the G20 group
of major economies, while
Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison has said Putin should be barred from
the group’s summit in Bali.
But Brazil and China opposed giving Russia
the boot, while Indonesia
said it would remain “impartial.” AGENCE FRANCE

TREASURY Secretary
Janet Yellen will not take
part in some of this week’s
meetings with her global counterparts if Russian
officials are included, a senior US Treasury official
said.
Russian finance officials are expected to participate remotely in the Group
of 20 meeting on Wednesday, but Yellen will opt out
of some of those sessions,
the official told reporters.
Other officials from the
world’s leading economies
may boycott the sessions as
well, a French source told
AFP.
Meanwhile,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau joined allies in
saying he does not wish
to see Russian President
Vladimir Putin at this
year’s G20 meeting, citing Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.
Trudeau said he had

shared his view with Indonesian President Joko
Widodo, who is hosting the
meeting of major economies in November that Putin’s attendance would be

“extraordinarily
difficult
for us and unproductive for
the G20.”
“It would be a big issue
for many countries, including Canada,” he told re-

porters in Ottawa.
Trudeau explained that
G20 summits are about
“how we manage and encourage economic growth
around the world.”

SRI Lanka’s worst economic crisis has triggered an
unprecedented wave of spontaneous protests as the island
nation of 22 million people
struggles with prolonged
power cuts and a shortage of
essentials, including fuel and
medicines.
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s government has
come under growing pressure for its mishandling of the
economy, and the country has
suspended foreign debt pay-

ments in an effort to preserve
its paltry foreign exchange
reserves.
On Monday, Sri Lanka
will begin talks with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a loan program,
even as it seeks help from other countries, including neighboring India, and China.
Economic mismanagement by successive governments weakened Sri Lanka’s
public finances, leaving its
national expenditure in ex-

cess of its income, and the
production of tradable goods
and services at an inadequate
level.
The situation was exacerbated by deep tax cuts enacted by the Rajapaksa government soon after it took office in 2019, which came just
months before the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
crisis.
The pandemic wiped out
parts of its economy — mainly the lucrative tourism in-

dustry — while an inflexible
foreign exchange rate sapped
remittances from its foreign
workers.
Faced with a rapidly deteriorating economic environment, the Rajapaksa government chose to wait, instead of
moving quickly and seeking
help from the IMF and other
sources.
For months, opposition
leaders and experts urged
the government to act, but it
held its ground, hoping for

tourism to bounce back and
remittances to recover.
Newly-appointed Finance
Minister Ali Sabry told Reuters in an interview earlier
this month that key officials
within the government and Sri
Lanka’s central bank did not
understand the gravity of the
problem and were reluctant to
have the IMF step in. Mr. Sabry, along with a new central
bank governor, was brought in
as part of a new team to tackle
the situation. REUTERS

A CONTENTIOUS reform of Mexico’s electricity
sector has failed to get lawmakers’ backing in a vote labelled as “treasonous” by the
president.
The bill would have increased the say the government has over power
generation.
Critics said that if it had
become law, it would have
weakened the private sector’s

role and eroded environmental protection policies.
Energy firms and investors in the US and Canada
also opposed the bill.
While a majority of lawmakers in the lower house
voted in favor of the bill, it
fell short of the two-thirds
majority it needed to pass.
The bill’s defeat is a big
blow to President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador and

his Morena party, who argued that it would have
made Mexico more energy
independent.
Speaking during his daily morning news conference
on Monday, the president
labelled the vote as “treason”
and said those who had voted
against his bill were backing
those who “had plundered
Mexico”.
Obrador had lobbied

hard for the reform, saying
that the liberalization of the
electricity sector carried out
by previous governments
needed to be reversed.
The liberalization of the
market has resulted in an
increased share of Mexico’s
energy being produced by
private companies. The president sees this as a dangerous dependency on private,
often foreign companies.

But environmentalists
say that some of the private
providers have invested in
renewable energies while
the state-run company relies
heavily on older, polluting
power plants.
Lawmaker Jorge Romero
of the opposition PAN party
warned that Mexico would
have been set back 50 years
in its environmental efforts if
the reform had passed. BBC
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