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Radio, television discussions for presidential, vice-presidential bets
THE Kapisanan ng mga
Brodkasters ng Pilipinas (KBP)
has agreed with the Commission on Election (COMELEC)
to organize a nationwide radio
and television forum to enable
the presidential and vice-presidential candidates in the 2022
elections to inform voters about
how they intend to govern the
country in the next six years if
elected.
The forum will be held in
lieu of the debates originally
scheduled by the COMELEC last
April 23 to 24.
In Circular No. 022-028
issued last April 25, 2022 and
signed by KBP President Herman Z. Basbaño and KBP
Chairman Roperto S. Nicdao
Jr., the KBP said the forum, to
be called the COMELEC-KBP
Pilipinas Forum 2022, will be
conducted over a period of five
days, from May 2 to 6 at 10:00
AM to 12:00 PM, with presidential and vice-presidential
tandem given one hour each
to present his or her position
on the most important issues
of the campaign and answer
questions from broadcast journalists belonging to KBP-member stations in various parts of
the country. Two presidential/
vice-presidential
candidates
(where applicable) will be featured per day, one following the
other.
The presidential/vice presidential tandems are: Leni

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
Robredo-Kiko
Pangilinan,
trict), Rep. Peter John Calderon
Ping Lacson-Vicente Sotto III,
(Cebu 7th District), the group of
Manny Pacquiao-Lito Atienza, Robredo won. In Cebu, Robre- doctors, professionals, students
Bongbong Marcos-Sara Duterte do, the running mate of former and religious among others.
Carpio, Isko Moreno-Dr. Wilie Senator Mar Roxas who ran Marcos is endorsed by Governor
Ong, and Leody de Guzman.
for president, got more than Gwen Garcia, among others.
The circular said that this 800,000 votes. Former Senator
Meanwhile, the COMELEC
project presents both a chal- Alan Peter Cayetano, the tan- said there are 64 senatorial canlenge and an opportunity for the dem of now President Rodrigo didates for May 9, 2022 elecbroadcast media, particularly Duterte, got more than 500,000 tions but only 12 of them will be
the KBP, to serve the country at votes. Marcos, the running mate declared winners. The religious
a crucial time.
of then presidentiable Miriam sector urged the voters to make
“Let us step up to the plate Defensor Santiago, was third research to choose the best
and show our fellow Filipinos with about 300,000 votes.
among them.
that radio and television broadRobredo was endorsed in
Tuburan, Cebu Vice Mayor
casting is committed to serve 2016 by then Cebu Governor Democrito “Aljun” Diamante is
and that broadcasters deserve Hilario Davide III, former Cebu campaigning for the reelection
the privilege of using the air- City Mayor Tomas R. Osmeña of Senator Risa Hontiveros and
waves to serve the public,” the and then Interior and Local Senator Richard Gordon and
circular said.
Government Undersecretary Raffy Tulfo for senator. Hon“All KBP members are re- Bimbo Fernandez. Cayetano tiveros has allocated funds for
quested to carry the entire fo- was endorsed by various sec- Tuburan projects, Gordon has
rum series from May 2 to 6 to tors. while Marcos was en- responded to calamities in Tuensure full compliance with the dorsed by the influential Garcia buran, while Tulfo is his friend.
Fair Election Act. As in our KBP family and clan.
Former broadcaster Dr.
Presidential Forum, we request
For the May 9, 2022, pres- Nerito “Rey” Martinez and Joey
all members to signify which of idential election, Robredo is en- Roble of Roble Shipping Cortheir stations can be officially dorsed by Davide, Osmeña, Rep. poration are campaigning for
confirmed to air the forum se- Willy Caminero (Cebu 2nd Dis- senatoriables Dra. Miguita Paries,” the
dilla and
circular
former
added.
DepartRoment of
bredo
National
and MarDefense
cos were
(DND)
oppoSecretary
nents in
Gilbert
the 2016
“Gibo”
vice presTeodoro
i d e n t i a l COMELEC and KBPilipinas officials at the signing of the memorandum of agreement and they
race, and for the PiliPinas Forum on April 28.
for reelec-

tionist Senator Richard Gordon.
Businessman Ed Hayco is
campaigning for senatoriable
Greco Belgica whom he believed
can conduct a Senate inquiry
against corrupt officials.
In an interview with Yagyagan program over DYRC Aksyon
Radyo Cebu, Belgica, a former
Presidential
Anti-Corruption
Commission (PACC) head, said
that he will definitely run against
corrupt officials especially that
about 20 percent of the country’s annual budget go to corruption to the detriment of public
interest.
Reelectionist Senator Win
Gatchalian, chairman of the
Senate Energy Committee and
Committee on Education visited DYRC and interviewed
by Yagyagan anchor Elias O.
Baquero.
Gatchalian said that if
re-elected, he will initiate to
amend the kindergarten to
Grade 12 (K-12) law and remove
Grade 11 and Grade 12 because
this is an additional burden to
the students and parents.
He is supportive of the suggestion to make Grade 11-12 a
two-year vocational course to
make the students skillful for
jobs that they are trained for before proceeding to college.
Gatchalian added that he
will also find a way to bring
down the high cost of electricity
that further make ordinary Filipinos suffer.
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Tabuelan ABC president
charged for child abuse
THE mother of a minor
has filed a complaint of child
abuse at the Office of the Deputy Ombudsman for the Visayas
and sought the preventive suspension of the ABC president
of Tabuelan town who mauled
her son recently.
Felix Bicare Rubin, alias
Toto, allegedly slapped on the
face and punched the neck of
Juross Recla Salipdan during

a disco at the community at
around 11 pm on February 12,
2022, in Barangay Mabunao
in Tabuelan town in the Province of Cebu. The suspect was
allegedly drunk during the
incident.
The victim accompanied
his friends to the disco which
was owned by the barangay
captain. They paid the entrance
fee and went in.

Juross was busy with his
gadget because the Internet at
the place was strong when a
commotion involving a friend
ensued, Jimmel Dungog.
During the commotion,
Toto Rubin allegedly went to
Juross and mauled him. A
relative named Julius helped
Juross escape and run straight
home. When he arrived, Juross told his mother what

happened.
That morning, a still tipsy Rubin went to the Salipdan
home and angrily sought Juross who was afraid to come
out.
The mother of the victim,
Kitty Rose R. Salipdan filed an
administrative complaint at
the Visayas Ombudsman’s office on April 7, 2022.
They executed an affida-

vit and submitted additional evidence along with the
complaint.
In her complaint, she
stressed the need for a preventive suspension of Toto Rubin
“during the pendency of the
administrative investigation to
prevent him from intimidating, threatening, and coercing
witnesses” of the victim who is
only 14 years old, a minor.

VP Leni to empower ‘the last, the least, and the lost’
VICE President Leni Robredo says she will use her
office’s experience with its
flagship Angat Buhay program to help achieve her
campaign promise of a better
life for all Filipinos.
The presidential candidate outlined her platform
for the nation’s development
in a presidential forum organized by UP-CIFAL Philippines, together with the
UP System Office of the Vice
President for Public Affairs
and UP Internet TV Network
(TVUP), at an event dubbed
“Leaders in Focus: Embedding Sustainable Development in the Governance
Agenda of Presidential Candidates” on Thursday, April
28.
The event used the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) a set of 17 goals de-

veloped by the United Nations (UN) member states in
2015 as a global call to action
for a holistic approach to
ending poverty.
“From concept to execution, we want Angat Buhay to
align with the big goal of empowering the last, the least,
and the lost, and we did not
need to look further than the
SDGs for a framework of our
objectives,” said Robredo in
her opening statement. She
said the program’s success
is “but a fraction of the possibilities open to us should
we be given the chance to
work with wider pathways of
governance.”
The 17 goals were grouped
into five pillars – people,
planet, peace, prosperity, and
partnership, which served as
the basis for the questions
about the platforms of Robre-

do and the five other candidates who attended.
On reducing wealth inequality under the people
pillar, Robredo said she will
increase the minimum wage
to bring it closer to the living wage guaranteed by the
Constitution, and to help
improve the lives of people
working in the agricultural
sector.
“Pag dating sa pagkain,
agriculture sector ang susi
dito. Noong 2018, ang mga
magsasaka at mangingisda
ang pinakamataas ang poverty incidence. Malamang,
lumala pa ito dahil sa pandemya,” Robredo said. “Para
matugunan ang mga pangangailangan nila, dodoblehin natin ang budget sa
agrikultura.”
Robredo also said she
will declare an education

crisis, double the budget for
education, and create a roadmap to improve learning
outcomes.
The Vice President addressed sustainable energy
concerns, committing to increase the share of renewable
energy and phase out coal,
while fast-tracking the development of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) sources for use as a
transition fuel on the road to
independence from imported
fossil fuels.
Robredo, one of the
co-authors of the original
draft of the Bangsamoro Organic Law, upheld the peace
process with the Bangsamoro
as a model to end other insurgencies. She said she would
return trust in the system
through a more consultative
approach and listening to the
grievances of insurgents.

She also emphasized economic growth must be favorable for all, not just a small
segment of society.
“Ang overall goal ng economic agenda natin, iangat
ang buhay ng lahat, lalong
lalo ang mga nasa laylayan.
Kaya nga ang plano natin,
hanapbuhay para sa lahat,”
said Robredo.
A key point in her plan
is jobs for all – removing age
discrimination and guaranteeing jobs through a public
employment program.
In closing, Robredo said
she believes solutions to
problems begin with a consultation with the marginalized. She said she will seek
the passage of a people empowerment law and restore
bottom-up budgeting, so the
people can participate in the
process of governance. PR

TUPAD workers receive 4.5-M in wages from DOLE
CLOSE to a thousand
workers in Cebu lately received their wages under the
Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa
ating
Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TUPAD) of
the Department of Labor and
Employment amounting to
4.5 Million Pesos.

Labor and Employment
Secretary Silvestre H. Bello
III, in his latest visit to Cebu,
personally released the financial assistance to the beneficiaries at the Asian College
of Technology (ACT) and at
the Minglanilla Sports Complex last week.

Underscoring the relevance of TUPAD, Sec. Bello
highlighted the intent of the
Department to also provide
the LGBTQ community with
equal opportunities to earn
a sustainable income and rebuild their lives.
TUPAD
beneficiaries

hailed from Barangays Kinasang-an, Pardo; Tabunan
and Bonbon in Cebu City and
from barangay Calajoan in
the town of Minglanilla.
Undersecretary
and
DOLE RO-7 Concurrent Head,
Victor A. Del Rosario, for his
part, said that the program

has remained supportive to
the marginalized, vulnerable,
and underprivileged workers.
“This is a manifestation of
the government’s relentless
support to the Filipinos who
lost their jobs and livelihood
amidst the series of calamities
and the pandemic,” he added.

Caindec indorses cancelation of PREMIO accreditation
LTO 7 Regional Director Victor Emmanuel
Caindec has indorsed the
formal resolution to cancel
the Manufacturer, Assembler, Importer, Rebuilder,
Dealer and other Entities
(MAIRDOEs)
Accreditation of Premio to LTO Cen-

tral Office on Thursday,
April 28.
Caindec revealed that
the decision in the resolution indorsed stemmed
from the case investigation
that was triggered by hundreds of individual letters
sent by the dealers to LTO 7

complaining about delayed
registration.
Based on LTO Administrative Order AVT-2014023, cancelation of Certificate of Accreditation and
blacklisting and cancelation
of Certificate of Stocks Reported (CSR), sales report

and registration is warranted when there is “Submission of fraudulent, fake or
falsified stock/sales periodic reports as required by
law, rules, and regulations.”
“Why is it that these
dealers do not or have not
become accountable for

ensuring that a certificate
of registration reaches the
clients. If you buy a motorcycle from the dealer, Di
mo matter if cash or installment, they must give you
the original certificate of
registration,” said Caindec.
EOB
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Interim approval of Bantayan
power agreement opposed
POWER Advocate Romeo “Butch” Junia has opposed the urgent motion of
Isla Norte Energy Corporation (INEC) for the issuance
of interim relief in its application for approval of the Power Supply Agreement (PSA)
between INEC and Bantayan
Island Electric Cooperative
(BANELCO).
Junia also opposed INEC’s application for approval by the Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) for the
total cost of power generation
rate between the company
and BANELCO with a motion
for provisional authority under ERC Case No. 2020-032.
Junia said he received by
email INEC’s urgent motion
for issuance of interim relief
in the instant case last July 7,
2021.

INEC’s motion proposed
two reasons for ERC to grant
the interim relief. First, the
power plant is nearing completion and INEC intends to
deliver power during the testing and commissioning phase.
Second, the approval of ERC is
critical to achieving financial
close for the project financing.

Junia said INEC’s motion
should be denied outright and
the interim relief sought not
granted.
He said ERC’s approval,
provisional or final, is not necessary or required for testing
and commissioning of INEC’s
plant as it is solely between
contracting parties. Especial-

ly, however, in this case, where
the execution of the contract
itself is at issue as a prejudicial
question, the Interim Relief
cannot be used as a ruse to
sidestep the Competitive Selection Process (CSP) compliance threshold.
Junia added the financial
capability of INEC, indepen-

dent of ERC’s approval of the
contract, is a pre-qualification
criterion that BANELCO must
have set and enforced, prior to
the bid.
Junia adopted and restated as part of his opposition
his memorandum dated June
18, 2021, and rejoinder last
July 16, 2021, which set out in
detail BANELCO’s failure to
comply with the Department
of Energy (DOE) Guidelines
on CSP, contrary to INEC’s
claim of CSP success.
Junia said the CSP award
itself was irregular and the
PSA based thereon is void.
For BANELCO’s failure to
comply with Sec. 9.2.2 and
Sec. 9.2.3 of CSP Guidelines
the BANELCO-INEC PSA
should be nullified and the
ERC should order a CSP.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Regulatory body okays toll rates for Cebu expressway
THE Local Toll Regulatory Council (LTRC) has authorized the implementation
of the toll rates approved by
the LGU-grantors based on
the concession agreement
for the Cebu-Cordova Link
Expressway (CCLEX), the
firm managing the iconic
bridge said in a statement on
Friday.
The approved rates for
the CCLEX are:
PHP90 for Class I vehicles such as cars, jeepneys,
pick-ups, vans, and motorcycles. The Cebu-Cordova Link Expressway Corp.
(CCLEC), however, is still
looking into how much
of a discount to give for
motorcycles.
PHP180 for Class I vehicles above 7ft in height (except when the top loads are
recreational equipment such
as bikes, surfboards, and the
like which must be securely
fastened and not intended
for commercial use).
PHP180 for Class II vehicles such as light trucks,
tourist/school, and public
utility buses.
PHP270 for Class III
vehicles such as heavy
and multi-axle trucks and
trailers.

“The CCLEX has a separate lane for bicycle riders
and pedestrians. It is free to
use,” said CLEC, developer
of the bridge.
A study by the Center
for Social Research and
Education of the University of San Carlos found that
the CCLEX “is expected to
contribute to the socio-economic development not
only of the municipality of
Cordova and Cebu City but
also the adjacent cities of
Lapu-lapu and Mandaue,
as well as cities and municipalities in the southern part
of the Province of Cebu.”
The study cited key
benefits to include reduced
travel time.
“Even with a toll fee,
motorists are seen to benefit in terms of time saved,”
the study said.
The study also said that
CCLEX will decongest Cebu
City and Mandaue City and
have “positive implications
in the movement of products from the various factories in these cities.”
It will also boost Cebu’s
economic growth.
“The CCLEX will be a
catalyst to bring about socio-economic development

in their municipality as they
would already be accessible without having to pass
through Lapu-lapu City and
Mandaue City. In fact, land

values in their municipality
have already started to increase. An updated land use
plan has already been approved,” the study said.

Another key benefit of
the CCLEX, according to
the study, is its direct link to
southern Cebu and its many
tourist destinations. PNA

SEC flags three online lending firms
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
warned the public about the
illegal operations of three online lending firms and an unauthorized investment firm.
The Commission en banc
in an order issued April 26
directed Golden Cash, Help
Cash, and Grace Cash to immediately cease and desist
from engaging in, carrying
out, promoting, and facilitating any lending activity or
transaction until they have
secured the necessary registration and license from the
commission.
The commission also
ordered the online lending
operators to stop offering
and advertising their lending
business through the internet
or any other media and to delete materials involving such.
The SEC issued the order
after finding that the three
lending companies are not
registered as a corporation

with the commission.
“Further findings by the
SEC Enforcement and Investor Protection Department
(EIPD) revealed that the online lending operators have
been employing unfair collection practices,” according to
the advisory.
In a separate advisory,
the SEC warned the public
about Leefire Philippines,
an unauthorized investment
firm, for enticing the public to
invest in the company without license or registration.
“Further, since Leefire is
also promising its investors
to receive its native cryptocurrency ‘LFC coin’ in an apparent Initial Coin Offering
(ICO), it is apt to once again
remind the public that an ICO
is the first sale and issuance of
a new virtual currency to the
public usually for the purpose
of raising capital for startup
companies or funding independent projects,” the SEC

said.
The commission said the
unauthorized firm was seeking to use the money it gathered from the public to fund
its purported project on the
promise of profits.
“Based on the contents
of posts found online, Leefire is offering investments to
the public through a mobile
application available in Google Play Store. Signing up
through a personal mobile
number will entitle investors to receive a cash bonus
of P120 which can be used to
buy a corresponding level of
goods,” the advisory read.
The SEC said that any
salesmen, brokers, dealers,
or agents involved in selling
or convincing people to invest
in Leefire may be prosecuted
and held criminally liable.
Penalties include a maximum fine of P5 million or up
to 21 years of imprisonment.
PR
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Leni-Kiko surges
Brash
BBM-Sara
trolls had been arrogantly
proclaiming
victory through the
months. But they are in
for a surprise. Google
Trends shows the Leni-Kiko tandem going
way ahead in the final
campaign days.
Google searches for
Vice President Leni RoWeekly Notes
bredo reached 55 per- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
cent while interest for
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. dropped to a measly
24 percent. The searches for Sen. Kiko Pangilinan went
47 percent while that of Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio
dived to 35 percent.
For the huge Leni-Kiko flock of the middle class and
youth volunteers, the main campaign activity for the past
weeks involves mobilizing from house to house in poorer communities. This has apparently chipped huge blocks
from the soft BBM-Sara camp.
Note that these Leni-Kiko volunteers move about
spending their own resources while BBM-Sara supporters
rely on campaign money provided by the national BBMSara HQ or local politicians.
Shrewd political operators know the pro-Leni-Kiko momentum makes vote-buying operations doubly expensive
for the BBM-Sara camp. The grapevine tells me the BBMSara camp could resort to devoting more funds to influencing the Commission on Elections (Comelec). This means
relying more on their local candidates. But could the BBMSara tandem rely on equally shrewd politicians?
Gwen wavers
I got this impression from the spread of sample ballots
proclaiming Leni Robredo, Kiko Pangilinan, Gwen Garcia,
and Hilario Davide III. It seems Gov. Garcia has begun
latching on to the Leni-Kiko momentum. This is quite ironic
after spending millions and strongly endorsing Marcos and
Sara Duterte at the SRP on April 18, 2022. The much bigger
Leni-Kiko rallies in Cebu apparently unnerved her.
But as Gwen wavers in her support for the BBM-Sara
tandem in the face of the Leni-Kiko momentum, her
challenger Ace Durano benefits from the apparent support from Leni Robredo herself.
Durano rises
Though apparently hobbled by an earlier agreement
with the pro-Duterte Partido Pilipino sa Pagbabago (PPP)
that led to a disappointing Pink-less grand rally in Talisay
City, Robredo still expressed support for Durano.
Her support for Durano and his Cebu Priority Development Agenda (CPDA) has somehow begun to lift him.
Obviously, Robredo wants Durano to win.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc., is a director of the
Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM
him @anol_cebu)
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The last week
Supporters of former senator Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’
Marcos and Davao Mayor
Sara Duterte-Carpio confidently insist on the tandem’s
supposed victory this May 9,
2022.
They based their bravado
on the series of surveys that
placed Marcos and Duterte
on top.
They do not consider the
mammoth rallies staged by the
opposition led by Vice President Leni Robredo and Sen.
Kiko Pangilinan. They also
dismiss the results of Google
Trends which show Robredo
and Pangilinan already on top.
But anything could hap-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

pen in the last seven days in
a tightly contested national
election.
For instance, the Marcos
camp never expected to lose
in 2016. Then congresswoman Leni Robredo came from
behind in what looked like at
first to be a Marcos victory.
Marcos never conceded defeat. His followers never conceded defeat.
As Marcos narrated, he
only slept a while then the figures flipped. He considered
this a sign of cheating. The
administration then allegedly
cheated to help the vice-presidential candidate, not its
standard-bearer.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

However, his costly and
prolonged protest proved he
lost. The May 9, elections will
be the second time the two
will square off.
Let us leave behind all
other contenders, especially
the one who insists on the red
and pink divide today. The
actor never understood the
divide anyway.
The electoral contest now
involved only two presidential
contenders. That is Marcos
and Robredo. There are also
two contending vice-presidential candidates. They are
Duterte and Pangilinan.
And anything can happen
on the last week.
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Netflix to Make Password-Sharing Households
Pay Up for Service
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

After years of letting the
common consumer habit
slide, Netflix is now looking
to crack down on password
sharing after a less-thanstellar earnings report. In its
quarterly letter to shareholders on Tuesday, Netflix reported that, for the first time
in around a decade, it had lost
subscribers, roughly 200,000
over the course of the first
quarter of 2022, CNN reported. The streaming industry
titan had been projected to
add around 2.5 million subscribers in the same period.
It now projects that it will
lose around 2 million more
in the second quarter, though
this might be an effort to keep
expectations low. As a result
of this news, Netflix’s stock
value dropped by as much
as 25 percent in after-hours
trading, with the company’s
value down by around 40 percent across 2022. Among the
fixes going forward, the company told investors that the
company plans some sort of

method for cracking down on
password sharing, according
to CNBC. The company currently estimates that around
30 million households in the
U.S. and Canada are using
borrowed passwords to access its platform, with a further 100 million estimated
in every other country where
Netflix operates. Netflix CEO
Reed Hastings wrote that the
company tolerated the common practice to get viewers
into the Netflix system, but
now with subscriptions waning, it must find ways to address the issue. (Newsweek)
oOo
China is promoting coalfired power as the ruling
Communist Party tries to
revive a sluggish economy,
prompting warnings Beijing is setting back efforts to
cut climate-changing carbon
emissions from the biggest
global source. Official plans
call for boosting coal production capacity by 300 million
tons this year, according to

news reports. That is equal
to 7 per cent of last year’s
output of 4.1 billion tons,
which was an increase of 5.7
per cent over 2020. China is
one of the biggest investors
in wind and solar, but jittery
leaders called for more coalfired power after economic
growth plunged last year and
shortages caused blackouts
and factory shutdowns. Russia’s attack on Ukraine added
to anxiety that foreign oil and
coal supplies might be disrupted. Officials face political
pressure to ensure stability as
President Xi Jinping prepares
to try to break with tradition
and award himself a third
five-year term as ruling party
leader in the autumn. (CNA)
oOo
Crude oil shipments from
Russia fell 25% in a single
week as the economic consequences of Moscow’s war in
Ukraine continue to mount,
Bloomberg reported Tuesday. Russia shipped 3.12 million barrels of crude oil in the

week of April 8-April 15, the
seventh week of Russia’s invasion. Bloomberg said the volume marked a 25% drop from
the previous week. Citing
vessel-tracking data and port
agent reports, it said 30 tankers loaded about 21.8 million
barrels from all four Russian
export terminals that week.
Bloomberg wrote that at current rates of crude oil export
duty, the week’s shipments
will have earned the Kremlin about $181 million; that’s
$60 million less than the previous week. The news agency
warned that ships can avoid
detection by turning off transponders and the export flow
figures can swing depending
on when tankers leave. President Vladimir Putin vowed
last week to find alternative
markets for its energy exports
as the Russian oil-dependent
European Union faces pressure for an embargo. (The
Moscow Times)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Marriages Over Troubled Waters

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

Success not only in a
career is one of the major
aspirations of many. A successful marriage can help
promote peace, well-being,
and the general experience
of a flourishing life. As life
becomes more complicated
and uncertain, the cases of
unsuccessful marriages are
skyrocketing and causing
devastating damage to vital
aspects of human life.
While there are those
who find peace, comfort, and
joy in their marriages, there
are also those who seemed to
be trapped in dungeons of violence and apathy. There are
also those who seemed like
trapped spiders in huge webs
of deceit and abuse. There
are those who enter marriage
like a mighty eagle but now
face the mirror and see the
face of a battered bird.
The breakdown of marriages is a phenomenon that
threatens the most vital institution in society, the family.
As the basic unit of society,
the family must be protected.

How important is family to
you?
While not all problematic
marriages lead to separation,
there are those who continually find ways to cope and
find solutions to mend what
was broken. When the realization that marriage can no
longer be mended whatever
they do, there are those who
seek legal remedies.
There are so many reasons why marriages are troubled. Infidelity, addiction,
barriers in communication,
abuses, financial issues, incompatibility, neglect and
irresponsibility, and more.
But more so, it is in the lack
of understanding and acceptance of the spouse. It is also
of the lack of competence of
the person to enter into marriage. Love is not enough
reason and resource to get
married. It takes proper timing and readiness. Marriage
is not to complete the other.
It is not a solution to boredom or a task to be ticked off
on one’s life list. One enters

into marriage because aside
from an overflowing passion
and intimacy with the other, there is the readiness to
commit.
Fairy tales are just but
tales. Princes and princesses
can turn into frogs. Frogs you
have met during your dates
can turn out to be fine and
kind lovers. If you are not
yet married, remember that
marriage is not a race. It is a
lifetime commitment. Do not
be too excited with sparkly
diamond rings and romantic
proposals. Would you really want to spend the rest of
your life with this person? To
be with this person for richer or poorer, in sickness and
in health? Will you love, respect, and honor this person
for as long as you live?
To those whose marriages are experiencing troubles,
where do these come from?
Are both of you willing to
save the marriage? Research
would tell us that aside from
love which is composed of
three dimensions; intimacy,

passion, and commitment,
there are two that are equally important – kindness and
generosity. The secret of any
flourishing relationship is
not just to love but to be kind
and generous to the other. How about asking these
questions to your spouse;
Am I loving you the way you
wanted to be loved? How can
I love you more?”
The problem does not
only lie to your spouse or the
people around you. Let go
of the pride and take a closer look at your own yourself.
Are there things you need to
work on?
You may be living
through a trying time in
your life. Persevere to find a
way of this difficulty. Break
down the barriers to communication with your spouse.
Seek help when necessary.
Exhaust all efforts to save
the marriage. If you have
exhausted all efforts and the
same remain, well, I might
need to write a separate article for that.
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Bail as a Matter of Right

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Jurisprudence has recognized that the right to bail
is cognate to the fundamental right to be presumed innocent. Bail is the security
given for the release of a person in custody of the law. It
assures the court of his or her
appearance as required under the conditions specified
by the court. It may be given in the form of corporate
surety, property bond, cash
deposit, or recognizance.
Bail may be a matter of
right or judicial discretion.
Under Section 13, Article III
of the 1987 Constitution, all
persons are entitled to bail
as a matter of right, except
those charged with offenses punishable by reclusion
perpetua when evidence of
guilt is strong.
If the accused is charged
with an offense the penalty
of which is death, reclusion
perpetua, or life imprisonment, then his or her enti-

tlement to bail is based on
the discretion of the trial
court. The accused may file
a petition for bail to determine whether evidence of
guilt is strong. If the judge
finds that evidence of guilt
is not strong, bail may be
granted.
Bail is the security given
for the release of a person
in custody of the law, furnished by him or a bondsman, to guarantee his appearance before any court
as required under the conditions specified by law.
Considering that bail is
just a security for the temporary release of the accused, once the case has
been terminated, the same
shall be released back to the
bondsman. It will serve no
other purpose once the case
has been terminated or disposed of with finality.
All persons in custody
shall be admitted to bail as

a matter of right, with sufficient sureties, or released on
recognizance as prescribed
by law or by the Rules of
Court (a) before or after
conviction by the Metropolitan Trial Court, Municipal
Trial Court, Municipal Trial
Court in Cities, or Municipal Circuit Trial Court, and
(b) before conviction by the
Regional Trial Court of an
offense no punishable by
death, reclusion perpetua,
or life imprisonment.
No person charged with
a capital offense, or an offense punishable by reclusion perpetua or life imprisonment, shall be admitted
to bail when the evidence
of guilt is strong, regardless
of the stage of the criminal
prosecution.
The provision of the law
appears with an exemption.
It has a phrase “when the
evidence of guilt is strong”.
Otherwise the law provides

that bail is a matter of right.
So important is this
remedy that in the case of
People vs. Manuel Escobar
(G.R. No. 214300, July 26,
2017), the Supreme Court
ruled that a second petition
for bail may be entertained
by the trial court.
The Supreme Court
ruled that in light of the circumstances after the denial
of Escobar’s First Bail Petition, his Second Bail Petition
should have been given due
course. It should not be denied on the technical ground
of res judicata. Res judicata
applies only in a final judgment in a civil case, not in
an interlocutory order in a
criminal case, and an order
disposing a petition for bail
is interlocutory. This order
does not attain finality when
a new matter warrants a second look on the application
for bail. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

“In said case, petitioner
sought the declaration of the
aggregate amount of US$356
million (now estimated to be
more than US$658 million
inclusive of interest) deposited in escrow in the PNB, as
ill-gotten wealth. The funds
were previously held by the
following five account groups,
using various foreign foundations in certain Swiss banks.
“In the guise of reporting
income using the cash method
under Section 38 of the Internal Revenue Code, FM (Ferdinand Marcos) made it appear
that he had extremely profitable legal practice before he
became a president (FM being
barred by law from practicing
his law profession during his
entire presidency) and that,
incredibly, he was still receiving payments almost 29 years
after. The only problem is that
in his Balance Sheet attached
to his 1965 ITR immediately
preceding ascendancy to the
presidency he did not show any
receivables from client at all,
much less the P10.65M that he
decided to later recognize as income. There are no documents
showing any withholding tax
certificates. Likewise, there

is nothing on record that will
show any known Marcos client
as he had no known law office.
As previously stated, his net
worth was a mere P120,000.00
in December 1965. The joint
income tax returns of FM
and Imelda cannot, therefore,
conceal the skeletons of their
kleptocracy.”
On the other hand, prominent law professor Atty. Josephus B. Jimenez said that
Bongbong Marcos, being the
administrator of Marcos was
charged and convicted by the
lower court for evading the
payment of estate tax plus
imprisonment.
Marcos elevated the case
to the Court of Appeals which
affirmed the decision of the
lower court for him to pay estate tax but removed the imprisonment penalty.
Marcos then appealed the
case to the Supreme Court
which affirmed the decision
of the Court of Appeals with
finality, this time amounting
to P203 billion.
If Bongbong Marcos will
pay this P203 billion tax liability, it can build thousands of
houses for the homeless and
less fortunate Filipinos.

Real history

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

The next president of the
Philippines must instruct the
Department of Education
(DepEd) to include the real
history of the country in the
elementary and high school
classes.
The children must know
that a person was accused of
killing the man who defeated
his father in the congressional
election. That man was given
a chance by then-Supreme
Court justice to defend himself, and he later became the
president of the Philippines.
When the second term of
President Ferdinand E. Marcos was about to end, he was
blinded by his greed for power
and wealth that he declared
Martial Law, changed the 1935
Constitution to the 1973 Constitution, abolished the House
of Representatives and the
Senate. He killed democracy.
FM as he was fondly called
became a dictator, and without respecting human rights.
His words were the law of the
land. His ungodly rule pushed
thousands of people to rebel
against the government.
Instead of convincing the
people not to fight him by uplifting their lives through the

improvement of the economy,
Marcos and his cronies continued to amass wealth resulting in famine, and instead of
economic growth, it was below
zero ---- negative.
The dictator controlled the
police and the military who
ran after the Marcos dissenters
and thousands of people disappeared and were presumed
dead. Those who escaped death
became inutile and hopeless.
In February 1986, the Filipino people finally deposed
Dictator Marcos with the support of the Catholic Church
headed by Jaime Cardinal
Sin. They were rescued by the
Americans, using two helicopters, and brought to Hawaii to
the delight of the people. The
dictatorship finally ended.
Together with Dictator
Marcos in that helicopter were
Imelda Marcos, Bongbong
Marcos, Imee Marcos, Danding
Cojuangco, and Gretchen Cojuangco. The old Marcos died in
Hawaii without a country.
In his Facebook post, brilliant and patriotic lawyer Attry. Ronald Baquiano said that
in Republic v. Sandiganbayan
G.R. 152154, En Banc, July 15,
2003, states that:
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BDO, UnionBank
face sanctions over
hacked accounts
THE Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) has ordered sanctions on BDO
Unibank Inc. and Union
Bank of the Philippines
(UnionBank) over incidents of hacked accounts
in December 2021.
However, the BSP provided no details about the
punishment for the two
banks, only saying that the
sanctions imposed emphasize the importance of continuously enhancing risk
management systems involving cybersecurity, anti-money laundering and
combating terrorism and
proliferation financing.
Also, the sanctions reinforce the need for banks
to take a proactive stance
in ensuring that their depositors are adequately
protected.
In a statement, UnionBank said they have cooperated with BDO and BSP
on the incident and that
they were able to swiftly
help BDO recover and return to customers “a sizeable amount” of the stolen
funds.
“All the recommendations of BSP to avoid such
incidents have been imple-

mented and there were no
monetary penalties [imposed on us],” UnionBank
said. “We have committed to an increase in capital charge to fortify our
operations.”
For his part, BDO
Unibank company president Nestor Tan said they
would comply with the
sanction. “We will work
with the BSP to ensure a
more secure banking environment,” Tan added.
On Thursday, when
they finally announced
that the investigation had
been completed, the BSP
said the hacking incidents
originated from a compromised web service.
There was unauthorized access of about 700
accounts with BDO Unibank and fund transfers were made, mostly
bound for accounts with
UnionBank.
BSP Governor Benjamin Diokno said: “This incident is a reminder that
we should continue to enhance our defenses against
cyber threat actors to protect the integrity of the financial system and the interests of depositors.” PDI

All regions
post economic
recovery in 2021
ALL regions in the country posted positive economic
growths last year, a reversal
of the contractions seen at
the height of the coronavirus pandemic, the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA)
reported.
Data from the PSA revealed on Thursday, April
28 that all economies of 17
regions in the Philippines recovered from the 2020 global
pandemic and recorded positive growths in 2021, with Region IV-A or CALABARZON
posting the fastest growth at
7.6 percent.
CALABARZON’s growth
rate surpassed the national
level’s 5.7 percent expansion.
Region IV-B, or MIMAROPA, meanwhile, registered
the slowest growth pace at 3.3
percent.
On the other hand, the
National Capital Region
(NCR), which accounts for
around 40 percent of the
country’s gross domestic
product (GDP), grew 4.4 percent last year, according to

the PSA.
Other
regions
with
growth above the national
level were Central Luzon, 7.4
percent; Caraga, 7.2 percent;
Northern Mindanao, 6.3 percent; Eastern Visayas, 6.0
percent; Western Visayas, 5.9
percent; Davao Region, 5.9
percent; and the Zamboanga
Peninsula, 5.7 percent.
In terms of regional performance for services last
year, Metro Manila registered
the biggest share at 42.4 percent, followed by CALABARZON and Central Luzon at
10.7 percent and 8.3 percent,
respectively.
On the share of each region to the whole Industry,
CALABARZON constituted
the largest share at 25.1 percent, followed by NCR, 19.6
percent, and Central Luzon,15.4 percent.
For agriculture, forestry,
and fishing, Central Luzon
topped the share at 13.5 percent, followed by Northern
Mindanao and Western Visayas at 10.5 percent and 9.6

percent, respectively.
Likewise,
household
spending in 2021 increased
for all regions with Caraga
posting the highest growth
rate at 10.6 percent. Following the lead were Eastern
Visayas, Cagayan Valley,
and Cordillera Administrative Region at 10.2 percent,
9.0 percent, and 8.0 percent
respectively.
On government spending, all regions posted positive growths in 2021. Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao topped
the regions at 12.6 percent,
followed by Cagayan Valley at
11.6 percent, Central Luzon at
8.9 percent, and NCR at 7.7
percent.
Real per capita GDP
growth rate in 2021 was registered at 4.3 percent. CAR
topped the regional economies with 6.6 percent per
capita growth rate. This was
followed by Caraga at 6.1
percent, Central Luzon, and
CALABARZON with 5.7 percent each. MANILA BULLETIN

New alert levels from May 1 to 15
THE Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) issued Resolution No. 167-A (s.2022) on
Thursday updating its list of
alert levels ALs nationwide.
Acting
Presidential
Spokesman Martin M. Andanar said the new list would
be in effect from May 1 to 15,
2022.
The following areas will
be placed under AL 1: For Luzon: National Capital Region,
Cordillera
Administrative
Region: Abra, Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain Province, and
Baguio City; Region 2: Ilocos
Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union,
Pangasinan, and Dagupan
City; Region 2: Batanes,
Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino,
and City of Santiago; Region
3: Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan,

Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Angeles City,
and Olongapo City; Region
4-A: Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, and Lucena City;
Region 4-B: Marinduque,
Oriental Mindoro, Romblon,
and Puerto Princesa City;
and Region 5: Albay, Catanduanes, Naga City.
For the Visayas, Region
6: Aklan, Capiz, Guimaras,
Iloilo Province, Bacolod City,
and Iloilo City; Region 7:
Siquijor, Cebu City, LapuLapu City, and Mandaue
City; and Region 8: Biliran,
Eastern Samar, Southern
Leyte, Ormoc City, and Tacloban City.
In Mindanao: Region
9: Zamboanga City; Region
10: Camiguin, Bukidnon,
Misamis Oriental, Cagayan
de Oro City, and Iligan City;

Region 11: Davao City; and
Caraga: Surigao del Sur and
Butuan City.
Business establishments
and public transportations in
areas under AL 1 are allowed
to operate at 100 percent
capacity.
“Counting by cities (including HUCs and ICCs) and
municipalities, we have 944
(57.77 percent) of the total
1,634 cities/municipalities in
Alert Level 1,” the IATF Secretariat said.
IATF came out with the
updated AL list even after a
case of the Omicron BA.2.12
subvariant, which the Department of Health (DOH)
said contributed to more infections in other countries.
Health experts warned
that the elections could become a “super spreader”

event and cause an increase
in active Covid-19 active cases by the middle of May.
IATF Resolution 167A also placed the following
provinces, HUCs and ICCs
under Alert Level 2: For Luzon: Cordillera Administrative Region: Benguet, Ifugao;
Region 2: Nueva Vizcaya;
Region 4-A: Quezon Province; Region 4-B: Occidental
Mindoro and Palawan; and
Region 5: Camarines Norte,
Camarines Sur, Masbate,
and Sorsogon.
For the Visayas, Region
6: Antique and Negros Occidental; Region 7: Bohol,
Cebu, and Negros Oriental;
and Region 8: Leyte, Northern Samar and Western
Samar.
For Mindanao, Region
9: City of Isabela, Zambo-

anga del Sur, Zamboanga
del Norte and Zamboanga
Sibugay; Region 10: Lanao
del Norte and Misamis Occidental; Region 11: Davao del
Norte, Davao del Sur, Davao
Oriental, Davao de Oro and
Davao Occidental; Region
12: General Santos City,
North Cotabato, Sarangani,
Sultan Kudarat and South
Cotabato; Caraga: Agusan
del Norte, Agusan del Sur,
Dinagat Islands and Surigao
del Norte; and Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao: Basilan,
Cotabato City, Lanao del
Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu and
Tawi-Tawi.
Business operations and
public movement in areas
under AL 2 are more limited compared to those under
Alert Level 1.
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Beware of ‘free’ investments:
Aboitiz Group warns
THE Aboitiz Group has
warned the public about an
online investment scam using its old company name,
Cebu Pan Asian Holdings
Corporation.
The listed firm said scammers from an e-commerce
company are using Cebu Pan
Asian Holdings to dupe potential investors into shelling out
money in exchange for “free”

investments.
The investor will
then be required to
make additional cash
outs before they can
withdraw their money.
“The public is advised that, while Cebu
Pan Asian Holdings
Corporation with SEC
Registration No. CE02536 is
the FORMER corporate name

of Aboitiz Equity Ventures
Inc (AEV), AEV is not in any

way involved in the
above scheme and the
scammers are not in
any way related to the
Aboitiz Group,” the
listed firm said.
Shares in Aboitiz
firms can only be
bought via legitimate
stockbrokers
using
the PSE trading platform, the
company said.

“AEV does not provide
‘free’ investments, nor does
it solicit investments for any
online shopping platform,” it
added.
The Aboitiz Group urged
the public to conduct due diligence before investing their
money.
If the promise is too good
to be true, it probably is. BILYONARYO BUSINESS NEWS

Since 2016 DTI opens 156 Go Lokal! stores
THE Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
has opened a total of 156
Go Lokal! outlets nationwide since the program was
launched in December 2016.
In an advisory Wednesday, the DTI said the Go Lokal! program has 24 partner
retailers, most of them are
leading mall operators in
the country as this initiative

aims to bring micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) products into the
mainstream market.
The DTI said a total of
863 MSMEs were assisted through this program,
with 412 enterprises already
mainstreamed and becoming regular suppliers of the
big retailers.
A total of PHP466 mil-

lion has been generated in
sales since its inception.
“The Go Lokal! program continues to provide
business opportunities to
MSMEs through its partnerships with major retailers
(malls, department stores,
supermarkets,
duty-free
shops, convenience stores,
hotels, and e-commerce
platforms) who share the

same vision of providing
free retail space to MSMEs,”
it said.
On May 2, the DTI will
launch another Go Lokal!
outlet, the first inline store
at Ayala Malls Marina Bay.
“It is managed by Common Room PH, a local retailer that houses over 200 local
crafters and brands. There
are currently 18 Go Lokal!

suppliers in the inline store
that offer food and wellness
products, fashionable accessories, homeware, and toys,”
the agency added.
Go Lokal! is one of DTI’s
initiatives to encourage Filipino MSMEs to improve the
quality of their products for
them to be more competitive
both in domestic and foreign
markets. PNA
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Cebu City to turn over
housing project up next month
THE Cebu City government is set to turn over next
month its five-storey socialized housing project located in a 1,350-square meter
property owned by the city
government in Barangay Lorega-San Miguel.
Cebu Landmasters Incorporated (CLI) built the
medium-rise
residential
building at no cost to the city
government through public-private partnership.
CLI spent around P115
million for project which
started in July last year as
part of the real estate company’s compliance with the
required Balanced Housing
Development Program.
Lawyer Janeses Ponce,
head of the local housing
board, said the project is expected to showcase Mayor
Michael Rama’s approach to
socialized housing and will
be the standard from hereon
for the poorest of the poor in
urban areas

Other possible areas to
have a similar housing project include Barangays Ermita and Quiot.
He said the project was
designed to be a “green
building, for greener Cebu

City.”
“This will be a green
building. We will have a wall
garden on the façade. When
it comes to electrification,
all common areas, like corridors and hallways, will be

powered by solar panels,”
said Engineer Manny Sadayday of CLI.
The building will also
have its own water source
from a nearby deep well. At
the same time, it will have

its own sewage treatment
plant.
It will have a total of 100
residential units with a gross
floor area of 25 square meters each while the ground
floor will have a multi-purpose hall as well as units for
commercial spaces.
The city government in
coordination with the Division for the Welfare of
the Urban Poor (DWUP), is
currently drafting the guidelines for the selection of
beneficiaries eligible to avail
of the housing project. It will
prioritize the “poorest of the
poor” and those who would
be displaced as the City pursues clearing and recovery
of easements of rivers and
waterways.
“We also have to look
into their willingness to
comply with the requirements. Beneficiaries must
also participate in character building, and livelihood
trainings,” Ponce said.

THE Commission on
Elections (Comelec) said that
the three-day local absentee voting in Cebu City went
smoothly
The local absentee voting
is the mechanism that allows
certain individuals to vote
ahead of the actual elections
day in May. It was held on
April 27-29 at Abellana Na-

tional School.
Acting Cebu City South
District election officer Marilou Paredes, said no problem
was encountered so far.
Paredes said minimum
health protocols such as wearing of face masks and maintaining social distancing were
followed as the officers at
the venue ensured that these

were strictly implemented.
Narciso Bendulo Jr.,
Election Assistant II, earlier said those who can vote
in the local absentee voting
are government officials and
employees, members of the
Philippine National Police,
Armed Forces of the Philippines and media practitioners
who are duly registered with

the Comelec.
“Almost 100% na were
able to cast their votes. Sorry
we cannot state yet the specific number,” said Paredes.
“All the casted ballots
will be sent to the Committee
on Local Absentee Voting by
fastest means by the PRO-7
(Police Regional Office 7),”
she added.

Rommel Villahermosa,
assistant principal of Abellana National School, earlier said at least 1,700 people
were expected to join local
absentee voting over the three
days.
Twelve classrooms served
as voting precincts with each
room accommodating up to
30 people at a time.

CEBU City barangays
will soon enjoy free internet
before the term of current officials ends by June 30, 2022.
The “Barangay Internet
Access Points Ordinance”
authored by Councilor Eduardo Rama aims to promote
easy access to information
and services relevant to the
delivery of public services
through the use of wireless
internet; facilitate the mediums of learning and information technology through
cost-efficient use of the wireless internet, and facilitate

competitiveness
through
information and communication technology among
barangays.
Dante Arcilla, Jr. of the
city’s Division for the Welfare
of the Urban Poor (DWUP)
said they are now in the design process of the project.
Arcilla is among those
Mayor Michael Rama has
tasked to implement the project together with the Management Information and
Computer Services (MICS)
and the Cebu City Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Office (CCDRRMO).
The team is also coordinating with the Department
of Information and Communications
Technology
(DICT), which will provide
the city with the bandwidth
for public Wi-Fi.
Arcilla said they are looking at providing each user
300 MB to 1 GB of data bandwidth per day to distribute
internet data equally.
Wi-Fi spots will be installed in at least one busy
area like the barangay hall or
the public school.

The city has appropriated P100 million for the
project, according to a report of the Public Information Office, with P30 million
to be utilized during initial
implementation.
The city has established initial internet access
points in Barangays Basak
San Nicolas, Tisa, Calamba,
Cogon Pardo, Duljo Fatima,
Inayawan, Mambaling, Pasil,
Punta Princessa, San Nicolas
Proper, Sawang Calero, Sinsin, Suba, and Sudlon II.
The project is one of the

21 priority programs Rama
and Vice Mayor Donaldo
Hontiveros laid down when
they assumed office when
former Mayor Edgardo Labella passed away in late
2021.
The internet project
takes into consideration the
crucial need for information
dissemination and connectivity, especially during calamities and disasters.
Barangays are prohibited
from collecting fees, directly
or indirectly, in the implementation of the project.

Smooth local absentee voting in Cebu City

Free internet in barangays in next 2 months
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Rama to build 3 city colleges
CEBU City Mayor Michael “Mike” Rama said that
he will try his best to start
the Cebu City College-North,
Cebu City College-South,
and Cebu City College-Guba to increase the number
of professionals and reduce
the burden on parents and
children.
Rama said the college
in Barangay Guba will serve
students in mountain barangays, while the construction of Cebu City College for
the north district is now being started at Ramos Public
Market.
Rama added that the establishment of three colleges
for Cebu City has long been
waited by people from all
walks of life and will complement the Free College
Tuition Law which is being
implemented in State Universities and Colleges (SUC)

and colleges in Local Government Units (LGUs).
He said that once all
three colleges will be in
place, he will coordinate
with the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)
to create new courses that
will fit the needs of various

industries, call centers, and
economic zones.
Meanwhile, Rama who
has 27 years of service experience for Cebu City said that
also in his next term, he will
provide a decent abode to informal settlers by constructing medium-rise buildings

near their present location.
He cited as an example
that if there are informal
settlers at Punta Princesa,
the Cebu City Government
will buy a lot within the barangay and construct medium-rise buildings for them.
He said this is a differ-

ent way of dealing with informal settlers. In the past
years, informal settlers were
relocated to other places like
Talisay City or Consolacion,
Cebu. The affected families
were forced to be away from
their place of birth, from
their jobs or livelihood and
even from school, hospital,
market, and church.
“This time, with this medium rise building, they will
still be near their job sites or
place of livelihood, and they
can pay rental or amortization affordable to them. They
will have a decent home with
a matching recreational area
and wide roads,” Rama said.
He said he will give priority to informal settlers living along roads, riverbanks,
or in areas considered by
government authorities as
“danger zones.” ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

CCMC fully operational next term: Garcia
VICE Mayoralty candidate
Raymond Alvin Garcia said
that he and Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama will definitely
finish the construction of Cebu
City Medical Center (CCMC)
and make it fully operational
during their next term.
Garcia, son of former
Cebu City Mayor Alvin Garcia, is an incumbent Cebu
City councilor, and the majority floor leader in the City
Council.
He said that Rama for
mayor and he (Garcia) for
vice mayor is the best tandem in Cebu City and have
the sincerity and honesty in

public service.
He added that once the
CCMC construction will be
completed, they will hire
more doctors, nurses, and
midwives to cater to the
health problem of the people.
Aside from his work as
a legislator, Garcia is tasked
to supervise the distribution
of free uniforms and school
supplies to an estimated
110,000 elementary and high
school students.
“We want to subsidize
the schoolchildren and lessen the burden of the parents
especially the poor families.
He said education is very

important for all families because this is the key to progress,” Garcia said.
Garcia said that he is
also willing to work with the
Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD) to develop more water sources and
increase water distribution
because water is life as we all
drink water every day, hence,
water is a right.
Garcia’s father Alvin was
the one who worked hard
for the construction of an
80-meter high Mananga water dam that will provide water for the next decades.
The construction of the

Mananga dan was supposed
to start in 2001 and will be
operational by 2008 with a
water rate of P22 per cubic
meter fixed for 25 years from
2008 to 2033. But the dam
project did not push through
because of the manipulation
of an influential politician in
another district.
Had Mayor Alvin succeeded in implementing the
project, Metro Cebu could
have cheap water at P22 per
cubic meter until 2033 compared to the water at present
which is from P48 per cubic
meter and above. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

US firm offers to build power plant: Carillo
THE chief of the Cebu
City Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Office (DRRMO) said that a firm from
the United States of America (USA) has offered to construct a power generation
plant with an underground
connection.
Atty. Gerardo Carillo, a
former Cebu City Councilor,
said that this is a package
offer that will bring down
the cost of electricity and
will spare our place from the
devastation of power con-

nection by typhoon because
the wires and cable will be in
an underground tunnel.
Carillo said the underground facility for power
connection can also be rented side-by-side with telecommunication and television companies (Telcos) like
Globe Telecom and Philippine Long Distance Telephone Inc. (PLDT), among
others.
The facilities will be
turned over to the Cebu City
Government after the end

of a 25-year contract. Then,
the Cebu City Government
will own it fully to generate
power and distribute it to
the power consumers at a
low rate.
Carillo said the offer is
good for both the Cebu City
Government and the people.
First, the power lines
can be used immediately
after a typhoon because the
power lines are not installed
in posts but in an underground facility that cannot
be destroyed during calami-

ties. Therefore, the business
will continue right away after a typhoon.
Second,
the
underground lines which will be
constructed like a drainage
system is an income-generating facility because of
rentals from Telcos and other related businesses.
Third, it can eradicate
the spaghetti wires which
are an eyesore almost everywhere in Cebu City and
other places in Metro Cebu.
Hence, it can help in the

beautification of roads.
Fourth, it can prevent
the monopoly in power generation and distribution.
He said that when the
owners and officials of the
existing power firm heard
about the offer, they went
to see the city authorities
and requested that they will
be the ones who will enter
the contract and assured
that the power rate will be
reduced by one-half of the
rate at present. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Gov Yap leads swift response
to Loay tragedy

BOHOL Governor Arthur Yap instructed provincial government offices and
various agencies to ensure
swift action and assistance to
victims of the Clarin Bridge
in Loay town that collapsed
on Wednesday afternoon,
April 27, injuring seven persons and submerging vehicles into the river.
Yap personally monitored the operations.
The Provincial Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Office – Tarsier 117
confirmed four casualties,
24 survivors, and no missing
person reported.
Technical divers from
the Bohol Provincial Environmental Office coordinated the volunteer divers along
with the Philippine Coast
Guard.
A total of 15 vehicles that
submerged were located,
identified, and tagged. The
DPWH 3rd Engineering Dis-

trict led by Engr. Magiting
Cruz, maps out a salvaging
plan.
Traffic flow at the Loboc
Bridge was regulated by the
Loboc PNP as the Tagbilaran-Sikatuna-Loboc route is
being used by motorists as a

diversion road.
Of the 24 survivors, 16
were given the amount of
P10,000 under the Assistance for Individuals in Crisis
Situation or AICS at the Loay
Command Center. The Office
of the Provincial Social Work

and Development (OPSWD)
coordinated with the DSWD
to provide maximum assistance for the hospitalization
of survivors and funeral expenses of casualties.
OPSWD also sent social
workers who visited the wake

of the driver of the vacationing Austrian couple and gave
psychological first aid to the
sister of the deceased as his
wife and children are still in
Leyte. Visits were also conducted in the wake of other
casualties, one in Villalimpia
Loay and two at funeral parlors in Tagbilaran City.
The Bohol Tourism Office has been in contact with
the Austrian Embassy in
Manila for the transport of
the cadaver of the Austrian
casualty. The governor has
instructed that all possible
assistance be extended to
his wife, who survived the
incident.
Rev. Fr. Martin Relampagos of the Most Holy Trinity Parish in Loay blessed the
site today as the community
prayed for the souls of the
victims.
“We’d like to make an appeal for prayers to the fatalities,” Governor Yap stated.

Bohol SP to conduct inquiry on bridge tragedy
VICE Gov. Rene Relampagos said that the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP)
will be conducting an inquiry
into the Loay’s Clarin bridge
tragedy.
“Kuyog kita sa atong
gobernador nga giingong
panawagan nga himuan ug
usa ka imbestigasyon to determine whether there was

culpability on the part of the
implementing office o kaha
sa contractor, as far as the
project is concerned. Whether diha bay mga lapses o wala
ba, for us to be able to prevent from anything na mahitabo ug balik sama sa nahitabo,” Relampagos said.
He added: “We will call
for a formal investigation or

Bohol under Alert Level 2
from May 1 to 15
THE province of Bohol will be placed under Alert Level
2 from May 1 to 15, the Inter-Agency Task Force announced
on Friday.
Duero town in Bohol is placed under Alert Level 1.
Other parts of the country are either under Alert Level
1 or 2 on election day as the COVID-19 task force extended
the relaxed restrictions until May 1
The Commission on Elections said there is no need to
postpone the May 9 polls despite the detection of the first
known case of the more transmissible Omicron subvariant
B.2.12.

inquiry, on this incident nga
nahitabo.”
In an earlier Interview,
Loay mayor Hilario Ayuban
said that there will be an investigation to determine who
is liable for the incident that

claimed the lives of 4 people and injured at least 20
others.
Meanwhile, Relampagos
cited the speedy reaction to
the situation made by Gov.
Arthur Yap by responding

immediately.
Initial assessments show
that overloading may have
been the cause of the collapse of the old Clarin bridge
which is in the town of Loay.
BOHOL TRIBUNE

2 Bohol towns get power
restoration crews from Cebu
TWO towns of Bohol
that remain without light
four months after Typhoon
Odette received power restoration augmentation crews
from Cebu to help them in
the reconnection efforts.
Raul Lucero, Visayan
Electric’s president and chief
operating officer, said in a
statement they deployed on
Thursday two groups with
10 linemen to Bohol in the
towns of Buenavista and
Getafe.
“Since we have restored
power in the Visayan Electric
franchise already, it is time to
pay forward the help that we
received from other distribu-

tion utilities by sending our
crew to Bohol, where power
has not been fully restored
yet,” he said.
Lucero said the linemen
sent to help Bohol are employees of Rosch, Visayan
Electric’s private contractor,
that also took part in the
power restoration in Cebu
that fell in a blackout after
the onslaught of “Odette” in
December last year.
He said the firm had
achieved 99.9 percent power restoration in the franchise area last March 31, a
little over three months after
the typhoon hit its franchise
area.

“We are happy to have
been chosen to be deployed
for the power restoration in
Bohol. Most of the linemen
in my team are from the
province who have come to
Cebu for work. They are just
really glad they get to help
bring the lights back on to
their hometown this time
around,” Roberto Degamo,
the crew’s team leader, said
in Cebuano.
The linemen will be staying in Bohol for 15 days.
Buenavista and Getafe
are under the franchise of
Bohol II Electric Cooperative
(BOHECO II). THE BOHOL
CHRONICLE
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‘Battle for Donbas’
critical for Russia

THE “Battle of Donbas”
remains Russia’s main strategic focus in Ukraine, Britain’s defense ministry said
on Friday, but it has suffered
significant losses for limited
territorial gains.
Russia withdrew its forces
from outside Kyiv last month
after failing to take the capital
in the initial stages of its Feb.
24 invasion and launched a
massive attack in Ukraine’s
eastern Donbas region.
Moscow regards winning
the “Battle for Donbas” as
crucial if it is to achieve its
stated aim of securing control over the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions, Britain’s
defense ministry said.
“Fighting has been particularly heavy around Lysychansk and Severodonetsk,
with an attempted advance
south from Izium towards
Slovyansk,” the ministry said

on Twitter.
Due to strong Ukrainian
resistance, Russian territorial gains have been limited
and achieved at a significant
cost, the ministry added in
the regular bulletin. Reuters

could not immediately verify
the report.
Some of the fiercest
fighting and bombardments
have occurred in the south
and east of Ukraine, with the
southern port of Mariupol

under siege for months and
in ruins. Its remaining residents and Ukrainian forces
are holed-up underground in
the Azovstal steelworks.
Capturing
Mariupol
would link pro-Russian sep-

THE US economy unexpectedly contracted in the first
quarter amid a resurgence
in coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) cases and a drop
in pandemic relief money
from the government, but the
decline in output is misleading
as domestic demand remained
strong.
The first decrease in the
gross domestic product since
the short and sharp pandemic
recession nearly two years ago,
reported by the Commerce
Department on Thursday, was
mostly driven by a wider trade
deficit as imports surged, and a

slowdown in the pace of inventory accumulation.
A measure of domestic
demand accelerated from the
fourth quarter’s rate, allaying
fears of either stagflation or a
recession. The Federal Reserve
is expected to hike interest
rates by 50 basis points next
Wednesday. The US central
bank raised its policy interest
rate by 25 basis points in March
and is soon likely to start trimming its asset holdings.
“The economy is still
showing some resilience, but
the first-quarter GDP report
signals the start of more mod-

erate growth this year and
next, largely in response to
higher interest rates,” said Sal
Guatieri, a senior economist
at BMO Capital Markets in
Toronto. “Despite the contraction, the Fed has little choice
but to hike aggressively in May
to corral inflation.”
Gross domestic product
(GDP) fell at a 1.4% annualized
rate last quarter, the government said in its advance GDP
estimate. The economy grew at
a robust 6.9% pace in the fourth
quarter. Economists polled
by Reuters had forecast GDP
growth rising at a 1.1% rate. Es-

timates ranged from as low as
a 1.4% rate of contraction to as
high as a 2.6% growth pace.
The economy also took a
hit from supply-chain challenges, worker shortages and rampant inflation. Last quarter’s
decline is a head fake as GDP
remains 2.8% above its level in
the fourth quarter of 2019 and
the economy grew 3.6% on a
year-on-year basis. Further, 1.7
million jobs were created in the
first quarter and manufacturing
output grew at a 5% pace.
“It is nonsense that real
GDP declined,” said Conrad
DeQuadros, senior econom-

aratist territory with the
Crimea region that Moscow
annexed in 2014.
Mariupol city council
has said about 100,000 city
residents were “in mortal
danger” because of Russian
shelling and unsanitary conditions. It said the shortage
of drinking water and food
was “catastrophic.”
A Ukrainian presidential adviser said this week
that Russia was hitting the
Azovstal steel plant with
bunker-buster bombs.
Ukrainian commanders
at Azovstal have vowed not
to surrender.
Ukraine’s general staff
said on Friday that Russia
was shelling Ukrainian positions along the line of contact
in the south and east to prevent them from regrouping.
It said Azovstal remained cut
off. REUTERS

US economy shrinks in first quarter
ic advisor at Brean Capital in
New York.
But the mismatch hints
at weaker productivity last
quarter.
Front-loading by businesses fearful of shortages because
of the Russia-Ukraine war contributed to a surge in imports.
Exports tumbled, leading to
a sharp widening of the trade
deficit, which chopped 3.20
percentage points from GDP
growth, the most since the
third quarter of 2020. Trade
has now been a drag on growth
for seven straight quarters.
BUSINESS WORLD

Elon Musk sells nearly $4B Tesla shares
TESLA chief executive
Elon Musk has sold almost
$4 billion (£3.2bn) worth of
shares in the electric car maker, just days after he agreed to
buy Twitter.
The sale has led to speculation that it will help to finance
his planned $44billion buyout
of the social media platform.
Twitter’s board agreed on
Monday to accept a takeover
offer from Mr. Musk.

Shares in Tesla fell sharply earlier this week over worries that Mr. Musk would sell
part of his stake in the carmaker to fund the deal.
However, he tweeted that
he had no plans to sell any more
of his shares in the carmaker.
Filings to the US Securities
and Exchange Commission
showed that Mr. Musk sold a
total of 4.4 million Tesla shares
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The electric carmaker’s
share price was 2.6% lower in
the after-hours trade. It was
his first sale of Tesla shares
since he offloaded $16.4 billion
worth of stock in November
and December last year.
That came after he asked
his nearly 89 million Twitter
followers whether he should
sell 10% of his stake in the
electric car maker.
Tesla’s shares have fall-

en by around 20% since Mr.
Musk revealed earlier this
month that he had bought a
9.2% stake in Twitter.
On Tuesday alone, more
than $125 billion was wiped
off the car maker’s stock market value after the social media firm’s board accepted his
takeover offer.
Mr. Musk said he would
commit $21 billion of his assets to help finance the $44

billion deal. Investors were
concerned that he may have
to sell Tesla shares to help
fund the takeover.
Mr. Musk is the world’s
richest person, with an estimated net worth of almost
$250 billion, mostly due to
his Tesla stake. He also has
a more than 40% stake in
the rocket company SpaceX,
which is estimated to be
worth $100 billion.

