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Lower cost of Filipino staple achieved by Duterte administration
THE Department of Finance (DOF) said the passage
and implementation of the
Rice Tariffication Law (RTL)
in 2019 has slashed prices of
the country’s staple food to
the current average of P39 per
kilo or a reduction of about P7
per kilo compared to its cost in
2018 when the per kilo retail
cost was at around P46.
Freed from local entrenched interests that took
advantage of the protectionist
policy on rice for decades, this
staple food is now more affordable, especially for low-income Filipinos who spend
about 16 percent of their total
household budget on rice.
President Rodrigo Duterte signed the RTL into law on
February 14, 2019, as Republic Act (RA) No. 11203. The
law, which later took effect on
March 5, 2019, replaced the
rice import quantitative restrictions with tariffs.
“The Rice Tariffication
Law was finally achieved after
more than thirty years of failed
attempts under previous administrations. The law opened
the Philippine rice market
and, in turn, reduced the price
of our country’s staple food for
more than 110 million Filipinos,” Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III said in a press
release.
As a result of this reform,
which he proposed three de-

cades ago when he was agriculture secretary, rice is no
longer a main contributor to
inflation, Dominguez said.
“It took the strong political will of the President for rice
tariffication to finally happen
for the benefit of our consumers,” Dominguez added.
With rice made affordable
through the RTL, the National
Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) estimates
that three years from now,
the proportion of malnourished children and the population at risk of hunger in the
country would be reduced by
2.8 percent and 15.4 percent
respectively.
These estimates are equivalent to around 2.1 million
fewer people at risk of hunger
and malnutrition, NEDA said.
In 2018 before the RTL
took effect, the retail price of
regular-milled rice (RMR)
spiked at P46.04 per kilo. After RTL, the average price of
this rice variety went down
to P39.13 as of
April 2022 or
cheaper by P6.91
per kilo.
Another key
benefit of RTL
is the flow of billions of pesos in
funds to the agricultural sector
through the cre-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
ation of the P10-billion Rice
Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF), which
is used exclusively to finance
programs that will sharpen
the competitiveness of palay
growers by way of providing
them with easy access to fertilizer farm machinery and
equipment, high yield seeds
and cheap credit; and offering
them skills training programs
on farm mechanization and
modern farming techniques.
Under the RTL, all import duties collected from rice
imports beginning March 5,
2019 go to RCEF and opther
agriculture
modernization
programs.
In the first four months
of 2022 alone, the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) already collected P6.6 billion in duties
from rice imports, which is
already two-thirds of the P10
billion earmarked annually for

RCEF.
The National Food Authority (NFA) monopolized
rice importations before the
RTL, with a few private traders granted import permits
that enable them to control
the price and supply of rice
through hoarding and other
manipulative practices.
With RTL, the role of the
NFA has been limited to ensuring emergency rice stocks
exclusively procured from local palay growers.
Dominguez said that with
rice tariffication, the government was able to handle the
Covid-19 crisis “with strength
on the food security front.”
He pointed out that despite logistical restrictions
resulting from the mobility
restrictions or lockdowns imposed nationwide to protect
people and communities from
the pandemic, the government was able to sustain the
flow of produce from local
farms to Filipino
consumers.
The
agriculture sector
was “one of the
brightest spots”
of the Philippines response
to the pandemic
owing in large
part to the RTL,
Dominguez
said.

Meanwhile, the government’s total revenues rose by
12.6 percent during the first
quarter of 2022.		
The BOC reported tax intake
growth of 26.4 percent reflecting robust recovery of imports
and continuing gains from digitalization. BIR also reported a
7.0 percent collection growth,
reversing the impact of frontloading of tobacco excise tax
payment. Non-tax revenues
rose by 19.8 percent showing
robust rise of dividends from
Government-Owned and Controlled Corporation (GOCC).
In a separate press release, the DOF said that expenditures rose by 8.2 percent
boosted by 29.2 percent higher allotments to Local Government Units (LGUs) because
of the implementation of the
Supreme Court ruling on the
Mandanas-Garcia case and
an 18-7 percent rise in interest
expense due to the availment
of Covid-related support financing during the last two
years.
The
budget
deficit
dropped by 1.4 percent to
P316.8 billion.
Revenue growth of 36.0
percent for the month of
March 2022 outpaced expenditure growth of 18.1 percent,
narrowing the deficit by 2.0
percent from P191.4 billion in
March last year to P187.7 billion in March this year.
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Veco, workers’ union
sign 5-year CBA
THE management of Cebu’s biggest power distributor,
Visayan Electric Co. (Veco),
and its employees’ union have
signed a 5-year collective bargaining agreement (CBA),
marking a milestone for the
labor sector here.
Engr. Mark Anthony
Kindica, head of the management panel, said negotiations for the 2022-2026 CBA
were by far the most peaceful
and harmonious the firm has
experienced.
“This was a milestone for
Visayan Electric but we still
have so much to do in terms of
strengthening the relationship
with VECEU (Visayan Electric
Co. Employees Union). This is
just the beginning and we are
off to a good start,” he said in

a statement on
Saturday.
For
his
part,
VECEU
president
Arnel Zapanta expressed his gratitude to the utility management
team for considering the union’s
concerns.
“For the first
time in 15 years, CBA negotiations were made easy. This
is also the first time that we
signed two CBAs in less than a
month. We hope that this harmonious relationship will continue. Management and labor
should be a tandem,” Zapanta
said.
The VECEU was supposed

to sign a CBA with the Veco
management in 2017 after a
previous CBA already expired.
However, negotiations for
the 2017 CBA failed when the
union and management did
not reach an agreement on a
number of issues, including
the amount of yearly across
the board salary increase that

should be implemented for
rank and file
employees.
It was only in
April of this year
that the union
and the management signed
the 2017 CBA.
Negotiations
and the current
CBA followed

thereafter.
President and COO Engr.
Raul Lucero, for his part,
thanked the union and the
management panel for finally
resolving the CBA concerns.
“We are looking forward
to years of industrial peace
with the signing of the CBA.
Hopefully, this is the start of a

true and trusting relationship
between the management and
the employees union,” Lucero
said.
All Veco rank and file
employees will be receiving a
signing bonus equivalent to
their one-month salary, while
confidential employees and
supervisors will receive a loyalty bonus equivalent to their
one-month salary.
Veco, the second-largest
electric utility in the country,
is owned and managed by
Aboitiz Power Corp. and Vivant Corp. It serves the cities
of Cebu, Mandaue, Talisay,
Naga, and four municipalities
of the greater part of Metro
Cebu -- Liloan, Consolacion,
Minglanilla, and San Fernando. PNA

TUPAD workers receive 4.5-M in wages from DOLE
CLOSE to a thousand
workers in Cebu lately received
their wages under the Tulong
Panghanapbuhayan sa ating
Disadvantaged/Displaced
Workers (TUPAD) of the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) amounting
to P4.5 million.
DOLE Secretary Silvestre
H. Bello personally released
the financial assistance to the
beneficiaries at Asian College
of Technology (ACT) and at
Minglanilla Sports Complex
last week.
Underscoring the relevance of TUPAD, Bello high-

lighted the intent of DOLE to
also provide the LGBTQ community with equal opportunities to earn a sustainable income and rebuild their lives.
TUPAD
beneficiaries
hailed from Barangays Kinasang-an, Pardo; Tabunan and
Bonbon in Cebu City and from
barangay Calajoan in the town
of Minglanilla.
Undersecretary Victor A
Del Rosario, the concurrent
DOLE 7 chief, said the program
has remained supportive to the
marginalized, vulnerable, and
underprivileged workers. “This
is a manifestation of the gov-

ernment’s relentless support to
the Filipinos who lost their jobs
and livelihood amidst the series of calamities and the pandemic,” he added.
Urging the beneficiaries
to take care of what the government has given them, Del
Rosario enjoined them to put
their TUPAD wage to good use,
saying, “Ang akin lang pakiusap sa inyu na ang ayuda na
Php4,040.00 ay alagaan ninyo at wag waldasin. Ibili ninyo
ng pagkain, bigas, medisina
at pangbayad sa tuition fee sa
inyong mga anak para magkaroon sila ng edukasyon. Huwag

waldasin ang inyung pinaghirapan sa loob ng sampung
araw.
Beneficiaries worked from
10-15 days doing maintenance
of common service facilities
and infrastructure; declogging
of canals; tree planting and
reforestation activities; cleaning of public facilities; street
sweeping;rendering assistance
to LGUs through the delivery
of essential goods and services;
and packing / repacking of relief goods.
On top of their wages at
Php404.00 per day, workers
were also provided with per-

sonal protective equipment
(PPEs), sanitation kits and
an orientation on safety and
health.
DOLE shouldered the
group personal accident insurance for all workers good for
one year.
“I’m grateful to be part of
a program that has recreated
jobs and provided a respite for
those affected by the pandemic, Super Typhoon Odette and
Typhoon Agaton. Despite the
sacrifices and the odds, the
Cebuanos stayed resilient,”
USEC. Del Rosario said. PR/
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

NZ, CCCI partner to empower solo mothers through technology
THE New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry joined hands in
implementing
information
and communications technology (ICT) and life skills training for solo mothers in Cebu.
Over 150 solo mothers
acquired technical knowledge
and skills on ICT and other
skills in the areas of an entrepreneurial mindset, effective
communication, and customer service.
These solo mothers were
from various areas in Cebu
Province namely Naga, Cordo-

va, Balamban, and Bantayan.
“We have been working
with the CCCI for years and
have seen the positive impact this project has made for
solo mothers... We hope that
as our solo mothers take the
next step, they continue to
build on their skills, develop their networks and share
their experience with other
women,” New Zealand Ambassador Peter Kell said.
The New Zealand government poured in P2.5 million
for this project. With the grant
assistance, CCCI provided tablets and internet load cards

to the participants to support
them in their virtual training.
The implementation of
the project, however, took
a 10-month setback, originally set from June 2019
to September 2021, due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. The
format of the training shifted from face-to-face to virtual mode.
CCCI and the New Zealand
government also coordinated
with the Department of Information and Communications
Technology Visayas Cluster 2
office, local government units,
and CCCI chapters in the im-

plementation of the project.
Kell said he was impressed at how these solo
mothers gained confidence
and became empowered because of the program.
He said by joining training, they have expanded their
opportunities to augment their
income and pursue their own
businesses, creating an alternative career path secondary and
complementary to parenting.
Elizabeth Ybañez, executive director at CCCI, said after
completing the training these
solo mothers landed jobs in
English as Second Language

where they became homebased teachers while some
joined the call center industry.
Others opened up their own
online stores.
This latest project was
inspired by the successful
implementation of a smaller
program, the Entrepreneurial
Training for Young Unmarried Women in Cebu City in
2018, also a joint program of
CCCI and the New Zealand of
Embassy which graduated 23
solo mothers.
Kell hopes this project by
the CCCI will be replicated in
other parts of the country.
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14 private schools in CV mull
face-to-face graduation

THE Department of
Education (DepEd) 7 revealed that a total of 14
private schools in Central
Visayas sent requests to allow them to conduct faceto-face graduation ceremonies this June to mark
the end of the school year
2021-2022.
DepEd 7 information
officer Amaryllis Villarmia,
said that of the 14 schools,
four are from Cebu City,
one from Toledo City, one
in Cebu Province, one in
Mandaue City, and seven
from Talisay City.

Under
D e p E d
M e m o randum
no. 043 s.
of 2022,
schools in
Alert levels 1 and
2 and in
consultation with
the local
government unit
and with
the parents and organized,
can hold limited face-to-

face graduation ceremonies with strict compliance

to
the
protocols
set by the
IATF.
Schools
s h o u l d
also
secure
parental consent
for
learners
to attend
the
said
ceremony.
Among
the measures that must be complied
with include the wearing of

face masks throughout the
event and maintaining a
one-meter safe distance between the participants.
Participants must also
be stay at their assigned
seats and only the parents
or one designated guardian
will be allowed to accompany the student.
Meanwhile, DepEd 7 director Salustiano Jimenez,
said for public schools,
their respective division
offices will be the ones to
validate and approve their
requests to conduct limited
face-to-face graduation.

LTO 7 gets additional 2 New Registration Units, first in 8 years
AFTER 8 long years,
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7 under the leadership of Regional Director
Victor Emmanuel Caindec
has secured approval from
LTO Central Office to open
two additional New Registration Unit (NRU) offices in
Central Visayas.
Described by Caindec as
another achievement in the
regional office, the approval
came as an additional legacy
of President Rodrigo Duterte’s administration.
LTO Chief Assistant
Secretary Edgar Galvante
signed Office Order No.

2022-117 which authorizes
LTO 7 to process applications for initial registration
of motor vehicles and the
“Do-It-Yourself” (DIY) Sales
Reporting System.
The two additional NRU
offices which will be available at the LTO Cebu City
District Office and LTO
Mandaue City District Office
will complement the existing Regional New Registration Unit (R-NRU) located
at Subangdaku in Mandaue
City.
Caindec said that the
move seeks to put to rest
some alibis of motorcy-

cle dealerships of delayed
new registrations due to
“alleged” backlogs. LTO 7
through R-NRU has been
issuing zero-backlog certifications to inform clients of
the completion of new registrations covering specific
periods.
“While some dealers insist there are ‘delays’ even
without proof to counter
LTO 7’s zero-backlog certifications, the opening of the
two additional New Registration Unit offices at J Center Mall (Mandaue City) and
Robinsons Galleria (Cebu
City) seeks to further put to

rest the alibis of delayed new
registrations from LTO 7,”
said RD Caindec.
The director has been
lobbying the said request
for almost two years now
with the proper study and
analysis to get the initiative
approved.
LTO’s DIY System aims
to streamline the process of
sales reporting and eliminate Request for System Updates (RSU) of buyers’ information or motor vehicle
details.
Through this system, an
authorized representative
of the dealer will directly

report their vehicle sales to
the LTO using the sales reporting facility without the
direct participation of any
LTO personnel.
Caindec recently indorsed the resolution canceling the Manufacturer, Assembler, Importer, Rebuilder, Dealer and other Entities
(MAIRDOEs) Accreditation
of motorcycle dealership
Premio for abusing the system for the alleged delayed
new registrations which can
result in the termination of
their access to the DIY system pending the approval of
the LTO Chief.PR

3 private groups to join SEC Cebu in CAMPAIGN Network launch today
THE Securities and Exchange Commission-Cebu
Extension Office (SEC-CEO)
has secured the commitment
of three groups for the SEC
Cebu CAMPAIGN Network.
Together with the other
eight SEC extension offices in the country (Baguio,
Legazpi, Tarlac, Bacolod,
Davao, Iloilo, Cagayan de
Oro, and Zamboanga), the
SEC-CEO will hold a virtual Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signing activity with its pioneer partners.
A total of 28 stakeholders from all over the Philippines, three of them from
SEC-CEO areas, signed the
MOA to formalize the partnership. Those that have
committed to join the SEC-

CEO CAMPAIGN Network
include the Junior Chamber
International WoMandaue
Chapter, Inc. (JCI WoMandaue), the Sustainable
Energy and Enterprise Development for Communities
(SEED4COM), and the Talisay City Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc.
(TCCCII)
The SEC CApital Market Promotion and Advocacy INter-aGency Network
(SEC CAMPAIGN) aims
“to promote capital market
awareness in the countryside by identifying networking and linkage as powerful
strategies towards stakeholder awareness and satisfaction,” said SEC Chair
Emilio B. Aquino. Through

this MOA, the SEC-CEO
and its partners have agreed
to pursue common interests
in financial literacy and investor protection thru information dissemination,
promotion, and knowledge
and resource sharing.
“We are proud and humbled to be invited as one of
the pioneering partners of
the SEC CAN as we are committed to working hand in
hand in promoting financial
literacy and investor education and protection to all
Filipinos,” Velasco said.
On its official Facebook
page, SEED4COMs education and advocacy arm CERTAmbayan said it is looking
forward to the partnership
with SEC-CEO as this not

only helps in financial literacy and investor education “but also countering
all kinds of online disinformation, harnessing the
untapped skills and intellectual capital of multidisciplinary professionals from
across disciplines and professions for free to counter
online disinformation.
“We are grateful for the
opportunity to work with
such a prestigious government agency (SEC) to promote financial literacy and
help people avoid investment frauds. We are looking forward to our next cooperative efforts,” JCI WoMandaue’s Colina said.
The
Commission
launched the SEC CAM-

PAIGN network in a national scale two years ago during
the first Investor Protection
Week celebration.
President Rodrigo R.
Duterte in November 2019
signed Proclamation Number 846, declaring every
second week of November as Investor Protection
Week. The President anchored this proclamation
on Republic Act 11232, the
Revised Corporation Code,
which empowers the SEC to
exercise regulatory powers
over corporations and the
people acting on their behalf as well as “promote the
protection of investors and
to prevent imminent fraud
and injury to the investing
public.”
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BBM-Sara victory?
It will take a lot of convincing on the part of the
Commission on Elections
(COMELEC). The conduct of the counting left
disbelieving a large segment of the population,
including crucial business
sectors and the civil society, along with the international community.
The count showed
Weekly Notes
an overwhelming man- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
date for former senator
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos and Davao City Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio. But it begged the question: “Is
the count credible?”
The BBM-Sara leadership is going about as if the mandate is legitimate. The result confirms the bias of their followers. Expect them to browbeat those who disbelieve as
failures to accept reality.
The PR maneuver could be to engineer mass cognitive
dissonance. Force the skeptical population to do actions of
seeming approval though inconsistent with their thoughts
and beliefs. The desired tendency would be a mass delusion
to rationalize the discrepancy. This should be easy among
those who accepted a few hundred pesos to vote BBM-Sara.
They would like to excuse their criminal act as something
for another meal or even for “pagkakaisa.”
Immediately, “sipsip” business owners can blare that
hated Bagong Lipunan song on their business premises.
Once in Malacañang, Marcos can order the implementation
of what his father did in the past. The mass singing of that
despicable song in schools and government offices. However, the outgoing Duterte administration must manage the
seething social volcano. The recent electoral campaign has
freed millions from their apathy and trooped to the streets.
In the Philippine setting, this can easily switch into what we
know as “People Power.”
Let us look back at history.
• The First Quarter Storm erupted after the Philippine
election of 1969 --described by Newsweek and Time magazines as the dirtiest, most violent, and most corrupt election,
that gave rise to the term “Three Gs,” for guns, goons, and gold.
• The EDSA Uprising exploded after the gross cheating of the 1986 Snap Elections.
For the moderate pink leadership, I expect caution and
maybe a look at the long term. But first-time voters crying
overnight about their future may just be the tip of the iceberg.
For outgoing President Rodrigo Duterte, the bottom line
would be a mandate legitimate enough that his daughter Inday Sara can use to navigate the emerging mess.
For now, I can only expect in the next few weeks political madness and us living dangerously.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for strategic
communications of PRWorks Inc., is a director of the Political
Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @
anol_cebu)
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Marcos 2
The elite in the Philippines has never relinquished
its hold on politico-economic power. After 50 years of
American tutelage, the Filipino elite instituted a two-party
system that regulated the factional conflict between elite
parties.
But Ferdinand E. Marcos
short-circuited the system
and installed himself as a dictator in 1972. His faction of
the Philippine elite – the cronies -- robbed the country’s
coffers dry.
Some 14 years later, the
Filipino people ousted Mar-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

cos with the EDSA Uprising.
The dictator along with his
family fled the Philippines on
February 25, 1986.
Unfortunately,
the
pre-martial law elite reestablished themselves. They
emasculated the attempt to
institute genuine agrarian reform. They sat on such reform
proposals as the elimination
of political dynasties.
Aside from relegating advocates of people’s power to
the sidelines, they even are
coopting such mechanisms
as the party lists. The elite
learned how to use the multi-

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

party system in their favor.
Elite democracy returned
with a vengeance.
But like in 1972, the country faced again the crossroads
this 2022 campaign – popular democracy or dictatorship
as symbolized by Ferdinand
Marcos Jr?
Vice President Leni Robredo symbolized the movement toward a better Philippines. Marcos, and his unity
with elite families identified
with corruption and human
rights abuses, embodied the
return to the strongman rule
of his father.
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Musk Pauses Twitter Deal

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Elon Musk’s $44 billion
acquisition of Twitter is on
hold, according to the Tesla
CEO and billionaire, due to
the level of fake accounts.
However, the details Musk
is citing as the reason have
been known since 2019,
Newsweek has learned.
Musk’s announcement that
the deal is on hold wiped 15
percent off Twitter’s share
price in pre-market trading.
Musk said in a tweet on Friday that the Twitter deal is
temporarily on hold pending details supporting the
calculation that spam/fake
accounts do indeed represent less than 5% of users.
Musk’s on-hold statement
included a link to a Reuters
article in which a summary
of the filing mentioned the
5 percent figure. The article
made no mention of previous filings. Twitter said in
its first-quarter 2022 letter to shareholders that it
has performed an internal
review of a sample of ac-

counts and estimated that
the average of false or spam
accounts during the first
quarter of 2022 represented fewer than 5% of our
mDAU during the quarter.
The false or spam accounts
for a period represent the
average of false or spam
accounts in the samples
during each monthly analysis period during the quarter. In making this determination, we applied significant judgment, so our estimation of false or spam accounts may not accurately
represent the actual number of such accounts, and
the actual number of false
or spam accounts could be
higher than we have estimated. However, the company has said almost wordfor-word the same thing in
the previous 11 quarterly
reports, changing only the
date in the first sentence.
The figure, 5 percent, has
been constant. All of Twitter’s previous reports are

available on the company’s
investor site. The first to
mention the fake account
rate was the second quarter
of 2019—nearly three years
ago. (Newsweek)
oOo
Facebook Marketplace
and Carousell were rated the lowest among six
e-commerce platforms for
their “critical” anti-scam
measures, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said
on Saturday (May 14).
Facebook Marketplace and
Carousell were awarded
one tick and two ticks respectively, while Shopee
received three ticks. Amazon, Lazada, and Qoo10
were rated the full four
ticks. The e-commerce
marketplace
transaction
safety ratings, a government initiative that was
launched on Saturday,
serve to better inform
consumers about the platforms’ anti-scam measures
and create a safer online

environment,
Minister
of State for Home Affairs
Desmond Tan told reporters. He said that it is
a rating system to inform
consumers on what are
the measures they have to
look out for in transacting
online, and when buying
goods online at the same
time, also give the information about the existing
e-commerce
platforms,
and what are the measures
consumers have in place
to secure the transactions
online. Mr Tan chairs the
Inter-Ministry
Committee on Scams, which rates
these platforms based on
five measures: Seller identity verification, fraudulent seller behavior monitoring, secure payment
solutions, maintenance of
transaction records and
user data, as well as reporting and dispute resolution mechanisms. (CNA)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Marriages Over Troubled Waters

Dr. Anna Kathrina
Oaminal-Watin,
RPsy, RPm
Industrial/Organizational
and Clinical Psychologist
oaminal.watin@gmail.com

Success not only in a
career is one of the major
aspirations of many. A successful marriage can help
promote peace, well-being,
and the general experience
of a flourishing life. As life
becomes more complicated
and uncertain, the cases of
unsuccessful marriages are
skyrocketing and causing
devastating damage to vital
aspects of human life.
While there are those
who find peace, comfort,
and joy in their marriages,
there are also those who
seemed to be trapped in
dungeons of violence and
apathy. There are also those
who seemed like trapped
spiders in huge webs of deceit and abuse. There are
those who enter marriage
like a mighty eagle but now
face the mirror and see the
face of a battered bird.
The breakdown of marriages is a phenomenon
that threatens the most
vital institution in society,
the family. As the basic unit
of society, the family must
be protected. How import-

ant is family to you?
While not all problematic marriages lead to separation, there are those
who continually find ways
to cope and find solutions
to mend what was broken.
When the realization that
marriage can no longer be
mended whatever they do,
there are those who seek legal remedies.
There are so many reasons why marriages are
troubled. Infidelity, addiction, barriers in communication, abuses, financial
issues, incompatibility, neglect and irresponsibility,
and more. But more so, it is
in the lack of understanding and acceptance of the
spouse. It is also of the lack
of competence of the person to enter into marriage.
Love is not enough reason
and resource to get married. It takes proper timing
and readiness. Marriage is
not to complete the other.
It is not a solution to boredom or a task to be ticked
off on one’s life list. One enters into marriage because

aside from an overflowing
passion and intimacy with
the other, there is the readiness to commit.
Fairy tales are just but
tales. Princes and princesses can turn into frogs.
Frogs you have met during
your dates can turn out to
be fine and kind lovers. If
you are not yet married,
remember that marriage is
not a race. It is a lifetime
commitment. Do not be too
excited with sparkly diamond rings and romantic
proposals. Would you really want to spend the rest of
your life with this person?
To be with this person for
richer or poorer, in sickness and in health? Will
you love, respect, and honor this person for as long as
you live?
To those whose marriages are experiencing
troubles, where do these
come from? Are both of
you willing to save the marriage?
Research would
tell us that aside from
love which is composed of
three dimensions; intima-

cy, passion, and commitment, there are two that
are equally important –
kindness and generosity.
The secret of any flourishing relationship is not just
to love but to be kind and
generous to the other. How
about asking these questions to your spouse; Am
I loving you the way you
wanted to be loved? How
can I love you more?”
The problem does not
only lie to your spouse or
the people around you. Let
go of the pride and take a
closer look at your own
yourself. Are there things
you need to work on?
You may be living
through a trying time in
your life. Persevere to find
a way of this difficulty.
Break down the barriers to
communication with your
spouse. Seek help when
necessary. Exhaust all efforts to save the marriage.
If you have exhausted all
efforts and the same remain, well, I might need to
write a separate article for
that.
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The election tale

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The people have spoken
and it is time for us to move
on and leave politics behind
and work for the betterment
of this country.
With Bongbong Marcos leading at 31,103,711
as against Leni Robredo at
14,821,870 with Sara Duterte leading at 31,561,196 as
against Kiko Pangilinan at
9,232,850 as of the present

canvassing time with only
4% remaining uncanvassed,
it is clear that the people
have spoken and supported
the tandem of Marcos and
Sara.
In the City of Cebu, people voted to end Tommy Osmena dominance in the city
politics. With Barug Team
crushing BOPK to a near annihilation of 7-1 in the south
and 5-3 in the north with the
Mayor and Vice Mayor leading a huge margin it could
only mean that the Cebuanos are exhausted with the
Osmena antics. The once
taunted Osmena magic once
enjoyed by Serging and later
Tommy has vaporized into
thin air and it seems magic
has waned and their popularity vanished.
It could be possible that
the vindictive attitude of
Tommy Osmena has affected the campaign of the entire BOPK. During the time

that he won as Mayor in
2016, Tommy first order of
business was to file charges
against the barangay captains not allied with him.
Margot initially filed cases
for carnapping which were
eventually thrown out of the
court. Later Tommy himself
filed various cases against
those allied with Mike Rama.
He runs after the sale of SRP
to SM and AYALA and asks
the court to nullify the same.
However, he did not have
much luck as the court eventually dismissed all his cases.
He reopened the Inayawan
dumpsite which created a
sticking and fetid disgusting
smell spreading SM malls up
to UC school of Maritime.
Placed investors at bay in
pouring the needing capital
just to stall any development
for those who bought during
the Rama administration.
His bully and vindictive attitude even reached its heights

when he pulled out the tiles
and toilet bowls of his office
located at City Hall claiming
that it was his personal expense deprive the late Edgar
Labella of the use of the Mayor’s office as he strip it naked
literally. Mao nang naningil ang mga tawo asa na ang
inudoro.
Unlike Rama, after the
fervor of the electoral atmosphere decimated, he invited all his adversaries to join
him in evolving the city into
an advanced one second to
none and participating in the
progressive and participative
governance. After all, this is
not just Osmena’s or Rama’s
City, this is our City, and our
individual opinion matters.
Leni’s campaign suffered
the same waterloo. People
are exhausted of a hate campaign. Pooped of the blaming. Leni anchored much on
anti-marcos sentiment to deodorize her platform of gov-

ernance. Instead of focusing
on her campaign her minions
quarreled with the Pro-Marcos and Dutertes sympathizers and at most created heated discord in social media
and other media flatforms.
Now that the people have
spoken. 31 million voices
have aired their individual
and collective voice favoring
the son of the former dictator, advancing and deodorizing their platform of governance. In the same breath,
Leni’s campaign suffered a
humiliating debacle.
Now that the election
fever has receded, it is time
for us to heed onward and
unite. Let us work together
and concentrate our efforts
for the good of the City and
for our Country. After all we
only live to make our lives
better not just for this time
but likewise for the future
generation. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Messages from Bongbong

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

After the election last
May 9, 2022, the office of
President-elect Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. has
sent me a series of press
releases that I think are
informative and the people can feel the sentiment
of the country’s 17th chief
executive.
In a press release dated May 16 through Bongbong’s staff Maria Pedroche, the next President has
expressed his gratitude to

hundreds of thousands of
teachers, poll workers, and
volunteers who took to the
frontlines in ensuring the
peaceful, honest, orderly,
and credible conduct of the
historic May 9 elections.
In the same press statement, Marcos described as
awe-inspiring the heroism
and sacrifice shown by the
teachers, poll watchers, and
volunteers throughout the
country in ensuring that the
last election would be held
smoothly and successfully.
“Talaga namang pinahanga ninyo kami ng husto.
Ang ipinakita ninyong pagmamalasakit at sakripisyo
ang isa sa gagamitin naming
inspirasyon ni Inday Sara
Duterte para paglingkuran
ng maayos ang ating bansa,” Marcos said.
“Nakita namin ang inyong hirap at sacripisyo.
Iyong pagtitiyaga sa kabila ng mainit na panahon,
pagpupuyat, pagod, pawis
ang panganib. Wala po tayong magamit na isang salita upang maipaabot namin
ni Inday Sara ang taos-puso naming pasasalamat sa
inyo,” Marcos added.

Aside from them, Marcos also saluted the entire
Philippine National Police
(PNP), Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP), and
all force multipliers who
stood their grounds against
lawless elements, and displayed utmost patience
and bravery in maintaining
peace and order throughout
the entire campaign period until the actual election
day.
“You (soldiers and police officers) have shown
remarkable professionalism
and dedication in performing your sworn duties. Your
courage and heroism have
helped the entire nation
in hurdling the many challenges brought by the past
elections,” he said.
In the same press release, Marcos said he was
in favor of the Department
of Education’s (DepEd) request to give an additional P3,000 allowance to all
teachers and non-teaching
personnel who served as
members of the Electoral
Board.
To recall, DepEd Secretary Leonor Briones asked

Commission on Elections
(COMELEC)
Chairman
Saidamen Pangarungan to
give an additional P3,000
to all the teachers who provided election services.
Marcos stressed the
amount mentioned by Briones is justifiable pointing
out that the services and sacrifices they provided were
actually unquantifiable.
He also expressed hope
that the compensations,
honoraria and other allowances of all teachers will be
given before May 24 as stipulated in COMELEC Resolution No. 10727.
According to DepEd,
there were around 647,812
teachers and non-teaching
personnel who performed
services and duties in the
last elections.
Of the said number,
DepEd said that about
319,000 teachers sat as
members of the Electoral
Board, while about 200,000
DepEd personnel served as
supervisory election officials, in collaboration with
the COMELEC personnel.
In a separate press release, the office of Marcos

said that two of the most influential business groups in
the country have expressed
willingness to work with the
new president to help sustain the economic growth
targets that will hasten the
country’s economic recovery post-Covid-19.
The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) and the Joint
Foreign Chambers (JFC)
issued separate statements
last May 10 in support of
Marcos, who is poised to assume the country’s top post
with his sizeable lead in the
recent election.
“Let’s give the incoming administration time
to draw up and share their
plans in making our country more progressive. Let’s
stay positive,” PCCI President George Barcelon said
in a statement sent to the
media.
On the other hand, the
JFC a coalition of chambers
with more than 3,000 member companies, is looking
forward to working with the
Marcos administration to
ensure the Philippines’ recovery from the pandemic.
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Inflation a ‘headache’
for next leader

THE incoming Philippine president will need to
treat inflation as a top economic priority. The prolonged pandemic has widened income disparity in the
Philippines and increased
unemployment.
Sonia Zhu, an analyst at
Moody’s Analytics, said “Inflation will be a big headache for
the new Philippine president.”
She noted that leading
presidential candidates former Senator Ferdinand R.
Marcos, Jr. and Vice-President Maria Leonor G. Robredo have both floated fiscal
support with Mr. Marcos suggesting fuel subsidies and Ms.
Robredo proposing targeted
social aid for the poor.
“Inflation management
has become a key policy point.
Since early 2022, household
discretionary income has
come under threat from higher prices for staples,” Zhu said.
Headline inflation sizzled
to a three-year high of 4.9%
in April, driven by soaring

food and energy
prices amid the
Russia-Ukraine
war. This was
beyond the central bank’s 2-4%
target, and the
4.3% forecast
for 2022.
Commodity
prices are expected to edge
higher in the
next
months
amid
supply
chain
disruptions,
China
lockdowns and concerns over
oil supply.
Pantheon Chief Emerging Asia Economist Miguel
Chanco said the next president should prioritize reviving the Philippine economy,
whose recovery has “easily
been the most lackluster in
emerging Asia.”
“We’d even go so far as
to say that it doesn’t really
matter who takes the helm
at Malacañan Palace, as any

future administration will be
preoccupied with repairing
the economic damage caused
by the pandemic since 2020,
with economic reforms likely
to take a backseat,” he said.
The Philippines’ gross domestic product (GDP) grew by
5.7% in 2021, after a record
9.6% contraction in 2020. The
government is targeting 7-9%
growth this year, although
multilateral agencies are forecasting below-target growth

due to the Russia-Ukraine
war.
“Based on our
current
forecasts, real GDP
will
remain
some 15% below
the pre-COVID
trend by the end
of this year,”
Chanco said.
The next administration
also has to address the weak
labor market, he
said. The unemployment rate
fell to 5.8% in March.
“Consumption, the economy’s mainstay, is likely to
stay under pressure, with the
sluggish job market, the rebuilding of savings lost since
2020 and, more recently,
fast-rising inflation, weighing heavily on spending decisions,” Mr. Chanco said.
Think tank IBON Foundation Executive Director
Sonny A. Africa said the new

president should deal with
the “considerable economic scarring” from the strict
lockdowns during the early
part of the pandemic.
“The current economic managers downplay the
National Government debt
burden it has substantially bloated, which will weigh
heavily on public spending
on social and economic services,” he said.
Outstanding
National
Government debt hit a record
P12.68 trillion at end-March.
The debt-to-GDP ratio hit
a 16-year high of 60.5% in
2021, which is slightly above
the 60% threshold considered manageable by multilateral lenders for developing
economies.
Ms. Zhu said that it may
be up to the central bank to
do the heavy lifting to cool
inflation. “The Philippines
might not have the financial capacity to provide such
fiscal cushioning. MANILA
BULLETIN

NFA cuts loss under Rice Tariffication Law
THE National Food Authority (NFA) decreased its
net loss last year after redefining its functions under
the Rice Tariffication Law
(RTL), the Department of
Finance (DoF) reported.
he NFA lowered its net
loss in 2021 to P9.6 billion,
down 37.8 percent from
P15.44 billion in 2020, it
announced in a statement.
The DoF said its Corporate Affairs Group (CAG)

reported to Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 3rd
the net loss does not include
the NFA’s subsidy support
from the national government (NG) of P30.65 billion
in 2020 and P7.46 billion in
2021, which represents the
conversion of NG advances
into subsidy.
The NFA’s mandate has
been confined under the
RTL or Republic Act 11203
to providing emergency

buffer rice stock sourced
exclusively from local farmers, it explained.
“The targeted use of its
buffer stock as mandated by
law meant lower procurement volumes, which can
be funded solely out of subsidies from the NG. Thus,
it no longer needed to borrow funds to augment the
financial resources needed
for procurement activities,”
DoF-CAG, which is head-

ed by Finance Undersecretary Antonette Tionko,
was quoted as saying in the
report.
The DoF further said
Finance Assistant Secretary
Soledad Emilia Cruz added
that the NFA’s lower procurement volumes resulted in a reduction in operational costs and organizational restructuring, saving
the government billions of
pesos.

Cruz said that the NFA
participated in the government’s Covid-19 response
efforts by distributing about
1.76 million bags of rice to
national government agencies and local governments
in 2021 and 5.79 million
bags in 2020, in accordance
with its mandate of providing necessary buffer stocks
for calamities and other
emergencies. THE MANILA
TIMES

Marcos asset sales this year to generate cash
THE Presidential Commission on Good Government (PCGG) during the first
quarter of 2022 again failed
to dispose of any assets related to alleged ill-gotten
wealth of dictator Ferdinand
Marcos and his cronies.
But PCGG Commissioner Rhoderick Parayno said
there were properties in
the pipeline for disposition
this year, to generate pri-

vatization revenues for the
government.
The latest Bureau of
the Treasury (BTr) data
showed that from January
to March, the national government’s privatization revenues reached P8.09 million, slightly lower than the
P8.19 million collected in
the first three months of last
year. The Privatization and
Management Office (PMO),

an agency attached to the
Department of Finance
(DOF), collected all of the
privatization income in the
first quarter. The PMO generated lease rental payments
amounting to P4.2 million
in February, plus P3.89 million in March. In January,
the government had zero
privatization revenue.
On the other hand, the
PCGG extended its zero

contribution to privatization up to end-March. The
Inquirer earlier reported
that the PCGG failed to sell
any Marcos-related assets
in 2021, such that the national government’s privatization proceeds fell to a
record-low P320.95 million
last year.
The BTr data had shown
that the PCGG raised a total of P120.46 billion in ad-

ditional revenues from the
disposition of Marcos-related ill-gotten wealth from
1990 to 2020, the biggest yearly haul of which
amounted to P62.68 billion
in 2015 during the administration of former President
Benigno Aquino III.
The government had
programmed to raise P500
million from privatization
this year. PDI
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Duterte to Marcos admin transition begins
THE outgoing Duterte and
incoming Marcos Jr. administrations have jump-started
their transition talks.
Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III said on Tuesday, just a day after the presidential elections, that the briefing has begun.
Dominguez declined to
identify who composed the
economic team of Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., who will assume the
presidency on July 1. “Let’s await

their disclosure,” Dominguez
said.
In a May 9 report, London-based think tank Capital
Economics said the Marcos Jr.
presidency was expected to sustain the ambitious “Build, Build,
Build” infrastructure program
as well as closer ties with China,
which his predecessor initiated.
“Spending on infrastructure would be welcome and
could provide an important
boost to the country’s pros-

pects. In contrast, the potential
economic benefits from closer
ties with China are likely to be
quite small, especially given the
risk that a pivot towards Beijing
could jeopardize the country’s
more important economic relationship with the US,” Capital
Economics senior Asia economist Gareth Leather and Asia
economist Alex Holmes said.
Capital Economics said
that his win in this year’s presidential elections “puts Marcos

in a powerful position.”
“Given his family background and his chequered political career to date, there are
concerns among investors that
his election will fuel corruption,
nepotism and poor governance,”
Capital Economics warned.
As for managing the economy recovering from its pandemic slump, Capital Economics said that “Marcos would do
well to follow in Duterte’s footsteps by delegating the manage-

ment of the economy to competent bureaucrats.”
“Marcos gave away a few policy details on the campaign trail.
But one thing he is keen to do is
to resume the ‘Build, Build, Build’
infrastructure program of President Duterte, which he hopes to
‘expand and improve.’ There is
little doubt that the Philippines
would benefit from upgrading its
infrastructure, which is rated as
among the worst in Asia,” Capital
Economics said. PDI

Investors may sour on future PPP projects in PHL
THE government faces another international arbitration
claim, this time stemming from
the delayed implementation of
fare adjustments for the Light
Rail Transit Line 1 (LRT-1).
Analysts said investors
might sour on public-private
partnership (PPP) projects in the
Philippines after seeing the government fail to implement the
automatic fare adjustment under the contract entered by Light
Rail Manila Corp. (LRMC).
This shows that the government “doesn’t play fairly,”

transport expert Rene S. Santiago said.
“Message to investors is
don’t get enmeshed with PPP
(projects) of the Philippines,”
he said.
Terry L. Ridon, convenor
of public policy thinktank Infrawatch PH, said that automatic
fare adjustment was one of the
features of PPP projects under
the Aquino administration.
“While this has been met
with resistance by the public, it
has been included as a PPP feature to entice the private sector to

invest in public services.”
Ridon also noted that while
this favors the public, it affects
the PPP entity’s financial projections since investments in
public services were under the
premise that they can implement fare increases.
LRMC, the private operator of LRT-1, seeks to recover
P2.67 billion in compensation
claims and costs resulting from
delays in the fare adjustments
for 2016, 2018, and 2020, Metro Pacific Investments Corp.
(MPIC) said in a May 6 disclo-

sure to the stock exchange.
Ridon said the government
should “renegotiate automatic
fare increase provisions with
its PPP partners and determine
whether it is a provision that
can truly implement instead of
subjecting contracts to arbitration, in order to guide the private sector on how to proceed
with PPPs in the future.”
“But we nonetheless maintain that there should be no automatic fare increases in public
services and utilities, and all
increases should be subject to

public consultation and government approvals.”
Sonny A. Africa, executive
director of think tank Ibon Foundation, said that arbitration cases
are an intrinsic risk whenever the
government privatizes public utilities and goes into big-ticket partnerships with private investors.
The alternative to PPP, Mr.
Africa said, is public financing
through government bonds and
“progressive taxation,” which is
“cheaper than relying on private
financing for for-profit operations.” BUSINESS WORLD

MCWD turns to desalinated water to address supply shortage
The Metro Cebu Water District (MCWD) is
considering the possibility of buying desalinated water to address the
gap between its current
supply and the actual
demand of consumers in
its franchise area.
At present, MCWD
only produces 240,000
cubic meters of water per
day from 138 wells and
private suppliers. Their
daily production is only
32 percent of Metro Cebu’s total water demand.
In
an
advisory,
MCWD said that they
were looking for at least
three suppliers of desalinated water. One should
be located in Cebu City’s

south district while the
second one should be in
Mandue City.
They want the third
supplier to be based in
Consolacion town.
“The three desalination projects will bring
about a significant increase in MCWD’s total
supply. The water district targets
to serve up
to 70 percent
of the total
demand in
10
years,”
MCWD said.
T h e
MCWD franchise
area
includes
the cities of

Cebu, Mandaue, Talisay
and Lapu-Lapu and the
municipalities of Consolacion, Liloan, Compostela and Cordova.
The Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Cebu Water District
(MCWD) has given the
go signal for the procurement of desalinated

water through competitive bidding to address
the water supply problem in Metro Cebu.
MCWD said in its
advisory that the procurement of desalinated water “will be done
through
competitive
bidding” as mandated by RA 9184 or the
Government
Procurement
Reform Act.”
“The desalinated
bulk water
supply contracts
will
have a validity of 25 years
and each of

the three winning suppliers from the three areas
must be able to supply
10,000 cubic meters of
water in the first year and
25,000 cubic meters in
the succeeding years until the contract expires,”
a portion of the advisory
read.
“The winning suppliers must ensure that
they can deliver sustainable and reliable supply
to MCWD throughout
the contract duration,” it
added.
Interested bidders
are advised to visit or
call the MCWD Corporate Planning Department at 2548434 local
504 or 505 for inquiries.
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Vaccination resumes
in Cebu City

ELECTIONS
finally
over, vaccination against
COVID-19 has resumed in
Cebu City Health Department in different vaccination sites.
CHD officer-in-charge,
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones, said
they are resuming the vaccination in their regular
site.
Existing regular vaccination sites include the
one at the Cebu City Hall,
SM Seaside City Cebu, SM
City Cebu, Robison’s Galleria, UC Banilad, NOAH, IT
Park with the additional of
Il Corso.
Pop-up sites will also
return via the continuation
of in-school vaccination
together with the Department of Education.
According
to
Dr.
Ibones, they already have
a schedule given to the

DepEd Cebu City
Dr. Ibones said they are
also giving priority to those
who are due for their second dose but missed their
schedules due to series of
activities leading to the
elections.
Although Cebu City had
already vaccinated over
900,000 individuals, there

are still around 2,000 to
3,000 individuals that
show up for vaccination especially when there are pop
up sites.
Majority of the vaccines
right now are under the pediatric population although
there are still some adults
that are on its first and second dose yet.

Candidates must help rid
city of campaign posters
ALL candidates in the
recently concluded National and Local Elections
are urged to help rid the
city of their campaign
materials.
Atty. Jigo Dacua, head
of the Cebu City Department of Public Services,
said that everyone, especially the candidates,
should help clean the city
of campaign posters and
other election wastes.
He said that DPS personnel were immediately
deployed to different polling after the voting was
over.
Mayor Michael Rama
has given the order to all
the department heads prior to the election day ensure that areas where political activities are held -whether aligned with their
party or not -- should be
cleaned right away.
Sample ballots were
scattered all over the polling places during the elec-

Dr. Ibones is hopeful
that the city government
will be able to keep its
COVID-19 cases very low,
but also hopes the Cebuanos will not be complacent
in following the minimum
health protocols set.
“Ang Cebu City Health
Department ug ang atong
Cebu City government nga
gipamuan sa atong Mayor Mike Rama ug sa atong
kaubanan naghangyo lang
gihapon nga magbinantayon lang gihapon, mag-

matngon ta kanunay sama
sa giingon ni Mayor Mike
unya padayon gihapon ang
pagsul-ob sa mask, despite
low na atong mga kaso,
maghangyo lang gihapon ta
ninyo nga katong wala pa
mapabakuna padayon lang
gihapon sa pabakuna naa
gihapon, wala mi mo close
sa atoang vaccination site
naa gihapon ni, padayon
gihapon ta, until naa pay
magpabakuna ato gihapon
ipadayon,” Dr. Ibones said.
FREEMAN

PDP-BARUG TEAM RAMA
PROCLAMATION
THE QUEEN CITY OF THE SOUTH
The Commission on Election City Board of Canvassers proclaimed the winning candidates of the May 9, 2022
Elections for Cebu City at the Social Hall, Cebu City Hall.

Mayor Mike Rama
Vice Mayor Atty. Raymond Alvin Garcia
Congressman Edu Rama Eduardo Rama
NORTH DISTRICT COUNCILORS

Jerry Guardo
Joel Capili Garganera
Keith Noel KN Wenceslao
Jun Alcover Jr.
Jepoy Lab Jaypee Labella

SOUTH DISTRICT COUNCILORS

Joy Pesquera
Phillip Savior Zafra
Dondon “Cebuano Hotshot” Hontiveros
James Cuenco
Rey Gealon
Francis Esparis
Junjun Osmena
tions. There were also other types of garbage generated from stalls selling
foods and drinks outside
the polling centers the
whole day on Monday.
“Gikapoy intawon mga
tiglimpyo nato gikan sa
mga grand rallies and series of events leading to
election day. Ato silang
tagaan og break pinaagi sa
saktong pagtapig sa atong

basura ug dili pag hugawhugaw,” Dacua posted on
Facebook.
Together with DPS,
members of the Cebu Environmental
Sanitation
and Enforcement Team
(CESET) have also started the clearing of streamers and campaign posters.
They started clearing the
Osmeña Boulevard area
yesterday. FREEMAN
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Cebu City to distribute
P277M in cash aid

THE Cebu City Government is set to release a total
of P277 million in financial
assistance beginning Friday, May 13, 2022, four
days after the national and
local elections.
Mare Vae Reyes of the
City Treasurer’s Office said
that around 49,000 individuals will receive cash aid
from the City.
Reyes said this will include the aid intended for
the victims of Typhoon
Odette (Rai) and recent
fire incidents, beneficiaries of Tabang Alang sa
Panginabuhian sa atong
Trabahante (Tapat) program, economic stimulus
recipients, and octogenarian beneficiaries.
The regular honorarium of barangay health
workers will also be rolled
out together with that for

the beneficiaries of the special program for the education of students.
According to Reyes,
the City is now finalizing
the list of the beneficiaries
and completing the necessary documents so that the
scheduled distribution will
push through on Friday.
Reyes said they are considering the covered courts
of different barangays for
the distribution.
In a press conference
Wednesday, reelected Mayor Michael Rama said all
offices will help in the distribution of the cash aid.
“I am telling my staff,
I am telling all members
of city hall officialdom, including me, including those
in the air-conditioned (offices). We will all go out
and be part of the massive
distribution,” said Rama.

Budlaan most outstanding lupon in Cebu City
THE Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG) has named
Barangay Budlaan as the barangay with the “Most Outstanding Lupong Tagapamayapa” among Cebu City’s
80 barangays.
The Public Information
Office (PIO) said this is the
barangay’s fifth win, with a
cash incentive of P120,000
from the DILG-Cebu City.
Barangay Sto. Niño came
in second with the P80,000
cash incentive, followed by
Sirao with P50,000 and Bacayan with P30,000.
The finalists are barangays Inayawan, Parian,
Agsungot, Kalunasan, Guadalupe, Luz, Lahug, and
Kasambagan, which received
a cash incentive of P5,000
each.
The Lupong Tagapamayapa or Katarungang Pambarangay, as defined, is a system for amicable settlement
of disputes at the barangay,
resolving conflicts out-ofcourt by the community
members themselves under
the guidance of the punong
barangay and without inter-

vention of legal counsels and
representatives.
Mayor Michael Rama
said he envisioned the city’s
lupons to reach the national
level search and be recognized by Malacañang.
In his speech, Rama said
that he plans to raise the
lupon’s honorarium from
P4,000 to P10,000 to encourage them to work hard in
settling cases at the barangay
level.
“Ultimately, when you
have peace and order in the
barangay, economic recovery will then follow. That’s
why it is important to always
acknowledge their efforts all
the time,” said Rama.
Vice Mayor Donaldo
Hontiveros, meanwhile, expressed gratitude to Rama
for the opportunity to work
closely with the lupons, who
play a vital role in decongesting the courts.
Hontiveros said. He has
learned a lot and was proud
to have done the part in helping the courts.
DILG-Cebu City Director
Ian Kenneth Lucero said the
lupons’ dedication helped

the government unclog already congested courts.
Lucero said the government saves around P9,500 in

adjudication costs for every
case the lupon settles.
He said around 80 percent of cases in the Region

7 were settled at the level of
the lupon in 2021, helping
the government save billions
of pesos. FREEMAN
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New city soon to rise
within Mandaue City

MANDAUE City will
soon transform into a
world-class city in the future with the Global City
Mandaue project, which is
a master-planned reclamation with a land area spanning 101 hectares along the
Mactan Channel.
Sheila Romero, chairperson and chief executive officer of Global City
Mandaue, said that the
project will be reclaimed
this year which will be located 2.7 kilometers across
the Mactan-Cebu International Airport.
Romero thanked her
husband, Deputy House
Speaker Mikee Romero,
and Mandaue City Mayor
Jonas Cortes for trusting
her to be the shepherd of
their vision in building this
master-planned city for the
people of Mandaue, Cebu
Province, and the world.
Global City Mandaue
will comprise three districts: the civic district: the

commercial district and the
waterfront luxury district.
“Mandauehanons will
witness endless possibilities of progress within
Global City Mandaue,”
Romero said adding, “my
team and I promise to endeavor to bring your vision
of making this new City of

Mandaue a premier landmark destination into a
reality.”
It was in 2012 when the
seeds of this partnership of
Global City Mandaue Corporation and the City of
Mandaue were first planted as Romero commends
her husband whose unpar-

alleled vision on business
and whose guidance as her
life-partner has proven to
be invaluable.
She further said that
Global City Mandaue honors the heritage of Mandaue
City through the symbolic
“Bantayan sa Hari” or the
watchtower, which sym-

bolizes the transformation
from the old city to the
new.
“As the new development is envisioned to be
the bridge to a new tomorrow by the coalescence of
the past and the future,”
she said.
Cortes said that this
project will help the city
become more attractive to
locators bringing in more
investments
and
jobs,
which in turn, will help improve the local economy
and quality of life.
The
Global
City
Mandaue Corporation, a
Filipino-owned and controlled real estate development corporation, aims to
build this world-class waterfront city with an initial
project cost of P20 billion.
This is a Joint Venture Partnership with the
Mandaue City Local Government and sanctioned by
the Philippine Reclamation
Authority (PRA). FREEMAN

Mandaue City completes cash aid distribution to PWDs
AFTER the lifting of the
election ban, the Mandaue
City government has completed the distribution of financial assistance to 4,738
persons with disability
(PWD) in the 27 barangays
od the city at P3,000 each.
The two-day cash aid
distribution was led by
Mandaue City Mayor Jonas
Cortes and other govern-

ment officials and representatives from the City Social
Welfare Services.
“Ato na unya pud isunod
ang pagpanghatag sa ubang
financial assistance sa senior citizens, Odette victims
ug tricycle drivers nga nadelatar Comelec ban,” said
the mayor in his Facebook
post.
The mayor added that

with the lifting of the ban,
this assistance can now be
distributed.
“Karon nga gihatagan
ko sa Mandauehanons ug
laing lugway sa atong administrasyon ato gihapon
kining suklian ug tinarong
ug tiunay nga panerbisyo
para sa tanang Mandauehanon,” the mayor further
said. FREEMAN

MCIA notes 233% growth in foreign passengers for Q1 2022
THE Mactan-Cebu International Airport (MCIA),
the country’s second-busiest gateway, has noted an
improvement in passenger,
air, and cargo traffic during
the first quarter of 2022.
Based on publicly available data from the Mactan
Cebu International Airport
Authority (MCIAA), they
already accommodated a
total of 656,130 passengers, both from domestic
and international flights,
from January to March.

It was a 217 percent
increase compared to the
figures posted in the same
period for 2021, wherein the airport only welcomed a total of 207,045
travelers.
Outgoing and incoming
passengers from domestic flights are still the top
contributor of foot traffic
at the MCIA for the first
three months of 2022.
MCIAA, the state-ran
body co-managing and
co-operating the airport,

has recorded a total of
595,037 domestic passengers from January to
March.
In addition, the Mactan airport also reported
a triple-digit increase in
the number of international passengers since the
country reopened its borders to foreign tourists last
February.
During the first quarter of 2022, they accommodated a total of 61,093
international passengers,

a 233-percent increase
compared to the numbers
posted in 2021, which only
reached 18,539.
Aside from passenger traffic, MCIA also recorded growth in terms of
flights and cargoes.
From January to March,
the airport accommodated
a total of 7,146 flights, of
which 6,059 were domestic and the remaining 411
were international. It was a
102-percent increase from
the 3,543 flights recorded

in the previous year.
MCIA also handled
around 5 million kilograms of cargoes, which
is four percent more compared to the 4.8 million
during the same period in
2021.
For the entire 2021,
MCIA only welcomed a total of 1.3 million passengers, both from domestic
and international, due to
the lingering threats of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
CDN
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Turkey’s inflation jumps to 69.9%
TURKEY’S annual inflation jumped to a two-decade
high of 69.97% in April, according to data on Thursday,
fuelled by the Russia-Ukraine
conflict and rising energy and
commodity prices after last
year’s lira crash.
The surge in prices has
badly strained households
just over a year before presidential and parliamentary
elections that could bring the
curtain down on President
Tayyip Erdogan’s long rule.
Erdogan first came to
power as prime minister in
2003 before switching the
country to a presidential sys-

tem, and
the unorthodox interest rate cuts
made last
year under
pressure
from him
have been
blamed for
lighting a
fire under
inflation.
Monthon-month, consumer prices
rose 7.25%, the Turkish Statistical Institute said.
“It’s about food and energy price increases but also the

spectacular failure of monetary policy in Turkey - and it’s
about the abject and total failure of Erdogan’s unorthodox
monetary policy,” said strat-

egist Timothy Ash
at Bluebay
Asset Management.
T h e
surge
in
consumer
prices was
driven by
a 105.9%
leap in the
transportation sector,
which includes energy prices,
and an 89.1% jump in food
and non-alcoholic drinks
prices, the data showed.
Month-on-month, food

and non-alcoholic drink prices rose the most at 13.38%
and house prices rose 7.43%.
The lira dipped 0.9% to
14.8525 against the dollar after the release of the data.
Presidential and parliamentary elections are due
by June 2023 and opinion
polls show Erdogan’s support
declining.
“The really remarkable
thing here is that opinion
polls still suggest that the
next election is still in the
balance. Perhaps that says
as much about the opposition as Erdogan,” Ash said.
REUTERS

US FDA limits use of J&J Covid vaccine

THE United States said
Thursday that only adults
who “have personal concerns”
about mRNA vaccines, access
issues, or medical reasons for
refusing them can now receive
the Johnson & Johnson Covid
vaccine, which has been linked
to a rare clotting condition.
The vaccine, which was licensed as a single injection, is
less protective than those developed by Pfizer and Moderna, and in December the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and
Prevention advised the public
to stay away.
Thursday’s decision by
the Food and Drug Administration builds on that recommendation by limiting the
emergency use authorization
of the J&J vaccine.
“Today’s action demonstrates the strength of our
safety surveillance systems
and our commitment to ensuring science and data guide our

decisions,” FDA scientist Peter
Marks said in a statement.
Concerns about the vaccine have already limited uptake: Only 18.7 million doses
have been administered in the
United States or about 3.2 percent of the total 577 million.
But the FDA stopped
short of completely disavowing it, and Marks acknowledged the impact a ban could
have on the global use of the
vaccine, as well as concerns

some may have specifically
against mRNA vaccines, rather than the vector platform. of
adenovirus used by J&J.
There are certain healthbased justifications for not
taking an mRNA vaccine, such
as rare cases of heart inflammation in adolescent males
and young men, although
these are generally transient
in nature and the vast majority
affected make a full recovery.
However,
anti-vaccine

groups have also raised more
general objections against
mRNA vaccines, which are
linked to conspiracy theories.
Although those types
of concerns are not evidence-based, the exemption
to use the J&J shot is extended
to “individuals who have personal concerns about receiving mRNA vaccines and who
would not otherwise receive a
COVID-19 vaccine.” the FDA
statement. TRIBUNE

Japan to take time phasing out Russian oil imports
JAPAN will take time to
phase out Russian oil imports
after agreeing on a ban with
other Group of Seven (G7)
nations to counter Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida said
on Monday.
The G7 nations committed to the move “in a timely
and orderly fashion” at an
online meeting on Sunday
to put further pressure on
President Vladimir Putin, although members such as re-

source-poor Japan depend
heavily on Russian fuel.
“For a country heavily dependent on energy imports,
it’s a very difficult decision.
But G7 coordination is most
important at a time like now,”
Kishida told reporters, repeating comments he made at the
G7 meeting.
“As for the timing of the
reduction or stoppage of
(Russian) oil imports, we will
consider it while gauging the
actual situation,” he said. “We

will take our time to take steps
towards a phase-out.” He did
not elaborate.
There have been no ships
loading Russian oil for Japan
since mid-April, according to
Refinitiv data. About 1.9 million barrels were exported
from Russia to Japan in April,
33% down from the same
month a year ago.
The Ukraine crisis has
highlighted Japan’s energy
dependence on Russia even
as Tokyo has acted swiftly

and in tandem with the G7 in
instituting sanctions.
The latest ban underlines
a turn in Japan’s policy. Japan has said it would be difficult to immediately cut off
Russian oil imports, which
accounted for about 33 million barrels of Japan’s overall
oil imports, or 4%, for 2021.
It has already said it will
ban Russian coal imports in
stages, leaving just liquefied
natural gas (LNG). Japan is
in a particularly tough spot

since it shut down the bulk of
its nuclear reactors following
the 2011 Fukushima nuclear
disaster.
Russia
was
Japan’s
fifth-biggest supplier of crude
oil and LNG last year.
The Japanese government
and companies own stakes in
oil and LNG projects in Russia,
including two on Sakhalin Island from which partners Exxon Mobil Corp and Shell PLC
have announced they will exit.
REUTERS

Worst energy-prices surge since ’73 alarms World Bank
GREATER regional cooperation and efforts to boost
supply are needed to combat
the worst surge in energy prices since the 1973 oil price spike,
according to economists from
the World Bank.
In a blog post, World Bank
Equitable Growth, Finance and
Institutions (EFI) Vice President Indermit Gill and EFI
Chief Economist and Director of the Prospects Group M.

Ayhan Kose said these are part
of a 5-point action plan to address rising commodity prices.
Gill and Kose said oil prices
between April 2020 and March
2022, or a 23-month period, led
to the largest increase in energy prices since the 1970s. This
was largely due to the war in
Ukraine.
“The war has delivered
the largest commodity-price
shock we’ve experienced since

the 1970s. It will likely shave a
full percentage point off global
growth in 2022,” the authors
said.
“The war has also shifted
global patterns of trade, production, and consumption
of commodities in ways that
might keep prices high for
years,” they added.
“Overcoming a global crisis requires global cooperation, of the type that prevailed

for the past three decades and
from which smaller, poorer
countries benefit more,” the
economists said.
The World Bank economists
said countries should also work
toward investing in renewable
energy and efforts that would
promote energy efficiency.
Some of these policies include insulation and weatherization of buildings that protect
against both cold and heat.

These could also reduce costs
for households and improve
energy security.
“Over the past two years, a
succession of overlapping crises has left governments across
the world with little room for
maneuver and no margin for
error. The choices policymakers
make during the next year may
well determine the course of
the next decade,” Gill and Kose
said. BUSINESS MIRROR

