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Cebu Province proposes
P12 billion 2020 budget
Includes implementation of National Health Care Act
The
Cebu
Provincial
Government has proposed a
P12.6 billion annual budget
for 2020, or almost thrice the
2019 annual budget and the
bulk will fund infrastructure
projects and implement the
Universal Health Care Act
(UHCA).
Board Member Glenn
Soco, chairman of the
Budget and Appropriations
Committee of the Cebu
Provincial Board, said this is
an all-time high or the biggest
budget of Cebu Province ever.
Soco said that to cover
the P12.6 billion 2020 annual
budget are P4.2 billion from
Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation
(Philhealth)
to implement UHCA, P3.8
billion from Internal Revenue
Allotment (IRA), cash balance
or cash in bank amounting to
P3.2 billion, and an estimated
P700 million local income.
The
P700
million
estimated income is attributed
to efficient collection of taxes,
plus the operation of Cebu
South Bus Terminal, and
other economic enterprises.
Soco added that not
included
in
the
initial
computation of local income
are the adjustment of fees
in quarry permits, load limit
capacity of sand and other
minerals in Cebu Province

which will result to the
increase in collection.
Soco said the budget for
2019 is somewhere around P4.7
billion and the administration
of Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia
is proposing a P12.6 billion
budget for 2020 to fund
several infrastructure projects
and social services.
He said that in summary,
only 22 percent of the P12.6
billion 2020 budget will be
used for personal services
which is way below the ceiling
under the Local Government
Code.
The P4.2 billion will be
for the implementation of
UHCA because Cebu Province
is one of the pilot provinces to
implement the new law.
The
P3.5
billion
for
infrastructure will be used for
road concreting, improvement
of water system into Level
3, upgrading of hospital
facilities, and the rest is for
social services and other
budgetary requirements.
The provincial hospital
in Bantayan Island is being
allocated P300 million and
will be upgraded from 25-bed
capacity to 100 bed-capacity.
A bigger budget is also
appropriated for the district in
Camotes Island.
“I think this is the
milestone of Cebu Province.

We are making an aggressive
investments in our hospitals,”
Soco said.
The
General
Appropriations Act (GAA) for
2020 mandates Philhealth to
download P4.2 billion for the
Cebu Provincial Government
to implement UHCA.
One of the highlights in the
2020 budget is the Province of
Cebu taking aggressive steps
in our infrastructure programs
which is the main thrust of
Gov. Garcia, Soco said.
“She wants that all
provincial roads will be
concreted of high standards,
by means of thickness, and a
width of about eight meters.
She also wants barangay roads
concreted about six meters
wide. These will interconnect
national highways,” Soco said.
Meanwhile, Soco has filed
a resolution in the Provincial
Board for motorists whose
vehicles are involved in minor
accidents to move their vehicles
to safer places without waiting
in the middle of the road for the
law enforcers to come.
“Our objective to that is
for them to make amicable
settlements. But if in case
they have no amicable
settlements, they may call a
traffic enforcer or person in
authority and submit their
photos and videos taken. But

The Cebu Provincial Government through Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia
proposes the P12 billion annual budget for 2020 which will be covered
with P4.2 billion from Philhealth to implement the Universa; Health Care
Act, P3.8 billion from Internal Revenue Allotment (IRA), P3.2 billion cash
balance on hand, and P70 million from local revemnues. Board Member
Glenn Soco, chairman on the Budget and Appropraitons Committee said
the personal services is only 22 percent, way below the ceiling of 45
percent under the Local Government Code.

in the meantime, they must
transfer their vehicles in areas
that don’t contribute to traffic
problem,” Soco said.
Soco said that the report
of
Japan
International
Cooperation Agency (JICA),
stated there are at least 1,200
recorded traffic incidents a
month in Metro Cebu. So, if

you equate that at 30 minutes
to one hour for its settlement
and investigation, there is a
big traffic space lost.
“Provided it is minor and
no physical injury is caused
by the accident, then it is
imperative for either parties
or drivers to settle on their
own,” Soco said. EOB
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NAPC to reduce poverty by 7 million in 2022
The National Anti-Poverty
Commission
(NAPC)
is
committed to reduce poverty
from the present 21 million to
14 million in 2022 as it is one
of the campaign promises of
President Rodrigo Duterte.
NAPC Secretary Noel
Felongco said this is the reason
why they asked Congress to
increase the agency’s budget
from the 2019’s P245 million
to P500 million in 2020.
In a press conference at
Cebu Business Hotel last week,
Felongco said that NAPC’s
2019 annual budget is P245
million and the Department
of Budget and Management
wants to slash the amount to
P236 million by 2020.
“We proposed a P1 billion
budget for 2020 and hopefully
Congress may consider our
request for budget increase,
even if the lawmakers will
only approve P500 million,”
Felongco said.
NAPC
is
the
only
government agency in the
country that has a structure
where the 14 basic sectors of
the society are fully-engaged

and
institutionalized
as
fundamental
components
of the agency as well as a
government sector component
comprised of 25 national
government agencies and
presidents of four leagues of
local governments.
With President Duterte
as chairman and Felongco as
agency head, NAPC embodies
the principle of basic sector
participation
in
policy
making at the highest level
of governance. This unique
structure enables NAPC to
monitor the government’s
anti-poverty
alleviation
programs and communicate
the agenda of each sector to
the national government as
mandated by Republic Act
(RA) 8425.
But beyond that, Felongco
said these 14 basic sectors
are their partners, their
companions in reform and
development.
“We
give
utmost
importance to the inputs from
the sectors of the society as they
are the ones who are directly
affected by the restraints and

limitation of poverty. It is
our job and mission here in
NAPC to ensure that proper
representation to the sectors
are given,” Felongco said.
Felongco noted that the
Visayas region is known
for its rich culture and
steady development. It is
continuously
developing
into an active financial and
economic hub. However,
despite the positive growth
and development, there are
still issues that continue to
affect the poorest sectors.
For
example,
the
indigenous
people
who
belong
to
the
most
marginalized and vulnerable
sectors of society remain
largely affected by large scale
mining which leads to the
loss of their lands and thus
poses a severe threat to their
livelihood.
Felongco
said
illegal
fishing also remains to be a
problem, threatening marine
biodiversity and food security
of the communities who
heavily rely on these resources.
EOB

CITRASCO is now ready for PUV
modernization by 2020: chairman
The
Cebu
Integrated
Transport Service Cooperative
(CITRASCO) will serve in all
routes that will be assigned to
it by the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) 24 hours a day
beginning July 2020.
CITRASCO
Chairman
Benjamin Ryan Yu said they
will acquire 600 brandnew
passenger jeepneys to comply
with the total modernization
of public utility vehicles (PUV)
at P2.8 million each.
He said they will start
deploying
100
brandnew
units by January 2020 and
another 500 units towards the
modernization deadline in June.
Yu added that although
Land Bank and Development
Bank of the Philippines
(DBP) are government banks
tasked to provide capital to
operators who want to join
the modernization, they also
applied for loans with private
banks to ensure the release of
the needed capital.
He said that although

CITRASCO has more than 800
existing units, they will only
operate about 600 brandnew
vehicles to lessen the impact
of high investment.
He added that the
government
is
providing
P80,000
per
unit
to
operators who will join the
modernization as equity to the
loan to buy new units.
Once a transaction is
closed, Land Bank or DBP
will pay P2.8 million per
unit directly to the vehicle
manufacturer, together with
the P80,000 equity of the
borrower/operator.
Yu said the loan will be
payable in seven years at six
percent per annum. There is
a grace period of six months
wherein an operator/borrower
will pay only the interest for
six months and on the 7th
month, they will start paying
capital and interest.
He said that bank is
requiring operator/borrower
to
deposit
an
amount
equivalent to two months of

monthly interest.
Yu said CITRASCO has
600 existing members but
unfortunately, only 70 percent are
willing to join the modernization
and the remaining 30 percent are
not interested.
Under
the
existing
CITRASCO by-laws, each
member is only allowed to put
up cooperative share capital of
a little over P1 million.
Those who will not join
the modernization will be
considered for separation
of membership and will be
refunded of their share capital.
If an existing operator
joins the modernization, aside
from the P80,000 subsidy, he
will also earn proceeds from
the scrapping of his old unit.
“He will have P80,000 plus
income of the scrap value,” Yu said.
He said that considering
that under the modernization
all the assets shall be under
the name of the cooperative,
the properties of CITRASCO
may be increased to billions of
pesos. EOB

Atty. Noel Felongco, National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC)
secretary said that his agency is mandated to reduce poverty from the
present 21 million to 14 million by 2022.

PCSA wants to sit in MARINA board
The Philippine Coastwise
and
Shipping
Association
(PCSA) requested President
Rodrigo Duterte to allow their
representation as non-voting
member of the Maritime Industry
Authority (MRINA) board.
PCSA Chairman Lucio Lim
Jr. also asked the assistance of
Senator Bong Go in a letter in
following up their request to
Duterte to help the shipping
group have a seat in the
MARINA board.
The Cebu-based PCSA has an
existing 50 shipping companies
as members, and may reach 80
by the end of the year.
Lim believes that PCSA
can give good inputs in the
policy-making of the shipping
industry in the country once
the President allows them to
sit in the board.
Lim
lamented
that
reading in the newspaper
about listed companies of
long haul shipping companies
plying in the Manila-Cebu,
Manila-Davao,
ManilaCagayan routes, one can see
that they are losing money
for years already because of
competition, and too much
tonnage. The freight rates are
down by almost 50 percent.
Lim said that In Japan,
cargo vessels are only allowed

for certain tonnage. If a
shipping company wants to
build a new vessel, it has
to scrap the old one. If the
company has no old ship, it
should buy an old ship from
another company to get the
existing tonnage so it can
build a new one.
“We want to follow the
Japan model in regulating the
existence of ships,” Lim said.
On the other hand, Lim
said that sometimes in one
route, two shipping companies
with small passenger ferries
are competing. However,
MARINA allowed the entry
of the fourth, fifth or sixth
vessel without studying the
possibility that all of them will
lose business.
“It’s okay for an automatic
entry if there is no existing
vessel that operates in the area,
otherwise all the competing
shipping lines will lose,” Lim said.
“We believe that there
should be rationalization (in
the shipping industry), and the
PCSA wants that if a company
would like to ply in a route,
MARINA should first consult
the shipping association. What
happens now is that MARINA
has several regulations which are
not appropriate for the shipping
industry,” Lim said. EOB
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It’s final: Labella
inks P13B SRP deal
Cebu City Mayor Edgar C.
Labella has signed last Nov.
14, 2019 the absolute deed of
sale between the consortium
of Ayala and SM on one hand,
and Cebu City on the other
hand.
Labella divulged this in
his speech during the “Dinner
for a Cause” spearheaded last
Nov. 16 by Circulo Bohol de
Cebu United Communities,
Inc. headed by its president
Christopher
Sapong
and
attended by hundreds of
Boholanos, including Catholic
priest-singer Rev. Fr. Jonas
Mijares, OSA.
Labella said that when that
consortium made a down
payment of P8 billion and
with the remaining balance,
we could have started the
consortium for the benefit of
the people.
However, Labella said it
gathered dust at Cebu City’s
development and planning
office because former mayor
Tomas Osmeña did not want
to implement this because the
transaction was consummated
during the time of then mayor

Michael Rama.
Labella added that the
deed of sale that he inked was
the purchase of 26-hectare
property at South Road
Properties (SRP) in the
amount of P13 billion.
The feasibility study says
that in the next 20 years, Cebu
City will earn P310 billion out
of that transaction.
Not long from now, the dome,
bigger than that of the Mall
of Asia (MOA) in Manila,
and another big project will
be constructed very soon
and we will soon have a
groundbreaking.
“In the feasibility study, we
will be earning revenues,
employment
opportunities
that would reach to about
two million people, direct
and indirect employment in
the next 20 years. That is our
hope now, and we are going
to start very soon under our
administration,” Labella said.
He said this has long been
delayed,
long
overdue,
but there is no more
legal hindrance about the
consortium.

On the other hand, Labella
said he has also approved
the deal between the Cebu
City Government and the
Gokongwei Group in Kawit
Island as it will also give
business and employment
opportunities to the Cebuanos.
Labella
clarified
that
during the mayorship of
Osmeña, he objected it only
on few things, and not on the
entire deal.
Firstly, he did not quite
agree on giving authority
to Robinson’s P18-billion
investment scheme.
Secondly, he vehemently
disagreed in giving Robinson’s
the right to reclaim lands in
the area.
The Kawit Island has only
about 10 hectares, but
anybody can reclaim to about
1,000 hectares.
“So,
we
had
that
(investment
scheme
and
reclamation rights) removed
so that the authority to
reclaim lands in Kawit Island
will be exclusively remain with
the Cebu City Government,”
Labella said. EOB

Labella urges support from Boholanos in Cebu
Mayor Edgar C. Labella
believes that the Boholanos
from all walks of life who
are living in Cebu are
supporting him in his effort
of
accomplishing
good
governance and implementing
projects that could improve
the life of the people.
Labella was born, schooled
and grown up in Cebu but his
father hails from Tubigon,
Bohol and his mother from
Mabolo, Cebu City.
According to some groups,
there is an estimated more
than 200,000 Boholanos in
Cebu, 130,000 of which are
in Cebu City alone, and the
other more than 70,000 are
spread in Metro Cebu and the
rest of Cebu. They are either
professionals,
government
officials
or
personnel,
students, workers, and selfemployed.
Some Boholanos have
married Cebuanos and their

children were born in Cebu.
Speaking before the “Dinner
for a Cause” spearheaded by
Circulo Boholano de Cebu
United Communities, Inc.,
Labella said, Boholanos in

Cebu have also contributed
to the city’s development and
progress.
“We Boholanos in Cebu
have to look forward for a more
progressive Cebu City where

we live in. There is a promise
for all of us. We Boholanos
who are living in Cebu must
work with each other. Let’s
help one another. We will do
this not just for us but for the

generations to come,” Labella
added.
“We have to leave a legacy.
There is a saying that legacy is
like a seed that we plant, and
when the seed grows, it will be
the next generations who will
enjoy its fruits,” Labella said.
EOB

Cebu City Mayor Edgar C. Labella was ther guest speaker during the “Dinner for a Cause” spearheaded by Circulo Boholano de Cebu United
Communities headed by its president, Christopher Sapong. Left to right: Labella, Journalists Elias O. Baquwero, Bohol Provincial Administrator Nilo Ahat
and Circulo Past President Engr. Fred Amores.
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Google helping
local businesses
Interested Cebuano
entrepreneurs
can
now avail of the latest
technologies and digital
tools to improve their
business during the
Bizfest Cebu 2019 on
November 30, 2019 at
the University of the
Philippine Cebu (UP
Cebu)
Bizfest,
Google
Businesss Group (GBG)
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
Cebus’s biggest annual
event is expected to
gather around 150 individuals, startups, and micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) of Cebu.
There will be talks and workshops starting with a
panel discussion participated by successful entrepreneurs
in the morning. In the afternoon, there will be breakout
sessions that include a hands-on workshop about selfempowerment, startups, and MSMEs.
Some of the workshop topics are: Building Your Team
and Hiring, Developing the Entrepreneurial The event
will be held from 8AM to 6PM at the Arts and Sciences
Conference Hall of UP Cebu. The event is free
**
Meanwhile, Globe Telecom is giving its Prepaid
customers an additional Free 1 Gigabyte (GB) of access daily
to popular social media apps such as Facebook, Instagram
and YouTube to further enhance their digital experience.
To avail of the additional data allocation for Facebook
and Instagram daily, Globe Prepaid customers only need
to register to any Prepaid promo priced P20 and up. On
the other hand, Globe At Home Prepaid WiFi customers
subscribed to HomeSURF199 and up can enjoy free 1GB of
YouTube daily for the duration of the promo.
“In light of the coming holiday season, we recognize the
need of our customers for higher data allocation in view
of the rich content being shared in social networking
sites. We remain steadfast in our commitment to cater to
our customers’ digital lifestyle by providing a higher data
consumption experience,” said Globe Chief Commercial
Officer Albert de Larrazabal.
“The additional free 1GB would allow our customers
to further explore the digital life in order to achieve their
individual aspirations, self and community discoveries,” he
added.
Globe Prepaid customers can subscribe to their
favorite Globe Prepaid promos using the GlobeONE app.
Meanwhile, Globe At Home Prepaid HomeSURF promos
may be availed through the Globe At Home App. Both apps
can be downloaded for free via Google Play Store or the
App Store.

Weekly Scan

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK

Editorial

21 ka compactor trucks. Wow!
Kudos
to
the
administration
of
Mayor
Edgardo
Labella
for
immediately
addressing
the garbage collection issue
with the arrival of 21 new
compactor trucks.
With the arrival of the
trucks, the mayor said the city
no longer needs the services of
Jomara, a hauling contractor,
which is helping collect

Atty. Gerardo Carillo

garbage from city streets and
bring it to the garbe transfer
station in Inayawan.
From Inayawan, Jomara
trucks then haul the garbage
to bigger dumpsites outside
Cebu City.
With the arrival of the
Labella’s compactor trucks,
the city government can not
do away with the P50 million
budget it spends for the
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President

Chairman
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Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Emmanuel R. Espina
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services of Jomara Trucking.
With
this
positive
development, we can expect
better garbage collection from
now until the next year.
Unlike
the
previous
administration, we can now
expect a cleaner celebration of
Sinulog 2020 until 2021 when
we celebration the 500th
year of Christianity in the
Philippines.
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Off-shore wind as energy source

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Off-shore wind turbine
could
generate
enough
electricity to power every
home and business on
earth, according to a report
published recently.
The
Paris-based
International Energy Agency
published the result of what
it describes as the most
“comprehensive
global
study” of off-shore wind ever
undertaken, an effort that
involved analyzing hundreds
of thousands of miles of
coastline.
The report says $1 trillion
could be invested in the
industry by 2040 as lower

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Ease in
doing
business:
road to
progress

cost and government support
encourage the installation of
larger turbines and floating
foundations that allow for
deep water operations.
Fatih Birol, executive
director of IEA, said in a
statement that offshore wind
has the potential to join shale
oil and gas and solar power
as energy sources that have
enjoyed a boom in production
following a sharp fall in cost.
(CNN)
***
A
private
aircraft
company called Cirrus was
demonstrating to a group of
journalists a technology called
Autoland. In an airplane
equipped with Autoland, the
company said, any occupant
can initiate an automated
emergency
landing
by
pressing a big red button in the
airplanes ceiling. If the pilot is
incapacitated, even someone
who has never been inside
an airplane before can get an
aircraft safely onto an airport
runway, Cirrus promised.

Autoland was developed
by
the
navigation
and
avionics company Garmin.
Beginning next year, Cirrus,
headquartered in Minnesota,
plans to include Autoland—
Cirrus calls the technology
Safe Return—as a standard
equipment on its singleengine Vision personal jet.
Meanwhile
Florida-based
Piper Aircraft plans to use
it in its M600 propeller
plane. Each aircraft with the
system must be separately
certified by the Federal
Aviation
Administration
(FAA). The FAA expects to
certify the Piper airplane
later this year and the Cirrus
plane sometime next year,
an FAA spokesperson said.
Eventually, Garmin hopes the
other aircraft companies will
incorporate the technology.
(CNN)
***
China’s
Single’s
Day
online shopping bonanza has
brought in a record $31 billion
in sales for Alibaba. The

country’s biggest e-commerce
topped last year’s record
in 16 ½ hours. The event
regularly racks up bigger sales
than Black Friday and Cyber
Monday combined.
During Single’s Day presales, which kicked off three
weeks ago, Este Lauder (EL)
raked in a total of 100 million
yuan ($143 million) in preorders, Alibaba said. Alibaba
users also pre-ordered 100
million yuan ($14 million)
worth of Apple (AAPL)
IPhone 11s, the company
said. (CNN)
***
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas
(BSP)
ordered
the closure of Batangasbased
Maximum
Saving
Bank, Inc., mandating the
Philippine Deposit Insurance
Corporation (PDIC) to take
over the rural bank.
Aside from Maximum
Savings Bank, AMA Rural
Bank of Mandaluyong, was
also ordered to shut down.
The latter has said it will

challenge the the closure and
will seek ways to resume their
operation.
***
The Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) said it
will investigate the alleged
proliferation of substandard
steel after legislators cited the
damage to buildings caused
by recent earthquakes in
Mindanao.
The DTI said that it
supports House Resolution
379, which on November 4,
sought an investigation into
substandard steel and cement
products that may have
compromised the southern
island’s infrastructure.
House Resolution 379
directs the department to
conduct ank inquiry
into
the alleged smuggling of
substandard steel products
with the collusion between
steelmakers,
DTI,
and
the Bureau of Customs.
(BusinessWorld)

(continuation)

will institute a zero-contact
policy
between
business
applicants and government
employees. After the initial
application filing and review,
applicants will be identified
by case number and deal with
government
functionaries
anonymously.

include:
refusal to accept an application
imposition of requirements or
fees not listed in the Citizen’s
Charter collusion with fixers
missed
deadlines
Administrative penalties will
apply to first offenses while
second offenses will result in
criminal liability.
Enforcement of the Ease of
Doing Business Act
The
Anti-Red
Tape
Authority
(ARTA)
is
responsible for enforcing
the Ease of Doing Business
Law in the Philippines. It is
currently training agencies
to comply with the new law
and resolving complaints.
ARTA
Director,
General
Ernesto V. Perez, said they
have received 166 complaints
to date, and have already
resolved over 50 percent
of cases. The complaints
demonstrate public awareness
of the bill’s mandate and help
ARTA pinpoint government
inefficiencies to streamline
their procedures.
“We look forward to
shaping the Philippines as a
competitive landscape where

businesses, foreign and local
alike, from SMEs to large
businesses, can thrive with
the help of a government they
could trust,” Director Perez
said.
Increasing
Global
Competitiveness through the
EODB
The
Philippine
government is committed to
establishing a robust private
sector, free of corruption and
inefficiency. By the end of his
presidency in 2022, Duterte
aims to lift the Philippines
to the top 20 percent of
world economies in the
World Bank’s Ease of Doing
Business Report. The report
measures how easy it is to
start and operate a business
in 190 countries. Currently,
the Philippines stands in
124th place. Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez expects that the
targeted reforms of the EODB
Law will move the Philippines
up 30 places by next year’s
report.
With
the
full
implementation of the law, a
glimmer of hope still shines
for our country to progress.

3. Online Registration
for Businesses
Automation of government
services
provides
better
efficiency and convenience.
E-government also reduces
corruption, according to the
World Bank. The Department
of
Information,
Communication
and
Technology
(DICT)
has
been charged with creating
an online Central Business
Portal through which all
business permits and related
licensing and authorizations
can be completed.
All forms will be moved
online and documents can
be scanned and submitted
electronically. Also, licenses
and permits can be printed
from home or office, and shall
have the same authority as
a hard copy. The DICT has
three years to get all business
services online.
4. Anti-Corruption Policy
Until all systems are brought
online,
the
government

5. Citizen’s Charter
To promote transparency and
accountability, all NGAs and
LGUs will create a Citizen’s
Charter to be posted at the
main entrance.
The Citizen’s Charter will
outline the following:
Complete
checklist
of requirements for each
application or request
Steps to obtain a particular
service Person responsible for
each step Maximum time to
complete a request Documents
required Fees required
Procedure for filing complaints
6. Accountability
To ensure compliance, the
law prescribes administrative
and criminal liability to
officials
and
employees
acting improperly. Violations

(mannyrabacal1144@gmail.
com)
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Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Chinese
shabu and
communism
The Peoples of Republic of
China overthrew the Republic
of China (founded by Dr.
Sun Yan Sen in 1912, which
embraced democracy) evicting
Gen. Chiang Kai Shek who
established the exiled Republic
of China to the place now known
as Taiwan in 1949. The Peoples
of Republic of China betrayed

the vision of the revolutionaries
that overthrew the Qing (Chin)
Dynasty as it replaced it with
Communism.
In
1950,
Communist
China (Peoples of Republic
of China) headed by Mao Tse
Tung expanded its power to
Korea resulting in the Korean
Armistice signed on July 27,
1953 that divided the country
into the South (Democratic)
and North (Communist) Korea.
Communist China likewise
exploited the patriotism of
the HUKBALAHAP (Hukbo
ng Bayan Laban sa Hapon)
after winning World War II
and defeating the Japanese
by resisting the newly revived
government
by
President
Sergio Osmena Sr. on February
27, 1945. The Filipino patriots,
remnants of the resistance force
rose against the government
with the ideology espoused by
the Communist China.
For decades drug syndicates
from Communist China aside
from exporting shabu to the
Philippines (reinvented by
them from Japan, ephedra a
plant that grows in Northern
China, funded the revolution
against
the
Nationalist

Republic Army of Gen. Chiang
Kai Shek) continue to support
the Communist movement in
the Philippines, more known
as the Maoist Communist. It
has legal fronts, with partylist
representatives identified as
their allies complemented by
youth and student groups.
Shabu and communism is
China’s left and right punch
in its protracted invasion and
expansion (among them is the
West Philippine Sea) to the
Philippines.
We have come to an era
of repeating history when the
cowards and opportunists
welcomed the invading armies
of Japan when they came to
our shores in January 1942.
The traitors ridiculed the
Filipinos who chose to fight
and resist the Japanese. They
said it is all useless to fight the
might of the Japanese Imperial
Army. The Politicians led by
Benigno Aquino Sr. led the
KALIBAPI or the Kapisanan
ng Paglilingkod ng Bagong
Pilipinas, it abolished all other
political parties, saying the
country must be united under
one political party. A party that
is only loyal to Japan. Benigno

Aquino Sr. together with the
Japanese Imperial Army in
the Philippines escaped to
Japan when the Filipino and
American forces liberated the
country. Aquino was arrested
and imprisoned at the Sugamo
Prison in Japan. On August
25, 1946 he was flown back to
the Philippines to be held for
trial for the crime of treason
by the Peoples Court. He was
released on bail and died
December 20, 1947.
In support of the KALIBAPI
were the MAKAPILI (with
faces covered, just like the
trolls of today), traitors who
identified the guerrillas or
anyone or any group that chose
to stand against Japan. The
traitors boasted that Japan
is the answer of the country’s
economic plight, demonizing
America as fake ally.
Today, the Republic of the
Philippines is repeating history
as Chinese drug syndicates
invades our country with shabu
and communism. Recruiting
the young intellectuals and
idealists to the CPP/NPA while
the lazy and coward duped to
use shabu. Its sole mission is
to destroy the Filipino family.

Its propaganda is to demonize
America as a fake ally.
China brags it military
power with parading its
warships in our territorial
waters, tolerated by our
government, justifying that
China is our ally and not our
enemy. The loyal supporters
of the administration are
ridiculing anyone who says
anything
against
China,
saying that it is stupid not to
support China as they will help
us in our problems, as they
come here as Capitalists and
not as invaders. The admin
supporters are in chorus
that is all useless to stand up
against the Peoples Republic
of China, we may as well open
our islands and shores.
History will be the judge
on whether these fanatics are
on the right side of history.
The patriots of the past, stood
up against Japan, sacrificing
lives, blood, sweat and tears in
the altar of freedom. They lost
battles time and again, Cebu
and Manila and the rest of the
country fell, but history tells
us they won, a war the traitors
thought was impossible to
win.

currently at 12 to 14 pesos per
kilogram compared to 19 to
21 pesos per kilogram same
season last year.
Here are some interesting
numbers...
The average cost and
average yield per hectare
during this season are 40,000
pesos and 5,000 kgs of palay,
respectively.
At 12 pesos per kg, it will give
a net income of 20,000 pesos per
hectare ((12pesos/kg x 5,000kgs)
- 40,000pesos) compared to
55,000 pesos ((19pesos/kg x
5,000kgs) - 40,000pesos) same
season last year.
That is roughly 65% loss of
income! 20,000 pesos income
translates to 3,333 pesos of
monthly income and that
amount of money is surely not
enough to have a decent living
for a farmer who only owns
one or two hectares of farm.
It is ironic that farmers are
the one feeding the nation yet
they cannot feed themselves...
It is ironic that goverment

officials are exhausting all
their time in figuring out
where transgenders should
pee yet they are ignoring the
industry where millions of
Filipinos depend their future...
Farmers have all the
reasons to worry for the farm
gate price of fresh palay is
currently at 12 to 14 pesos per
kilogram compared to 19 to
21 pesos per kilogram same
season last year. (Interaksyon)
Last May, the Philippine
Chamber of Agriculture and
Food said that the tarrification
law, also known as rice
liberalization law, stripped the
farmers of P95 billion in income
due to the influx of cheap rice.
“At the prevailing farmgate
price of palay (unhusked rice)
which declined by around P5
per kilogram, Filipino farmers
are deprived by as much as
P95 billion in income based on
the country’s palay production
of 19 million metric tons
annually,” a member of the
organization said.

Help the farmer!

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

Improving from 124th
place last year, the country
climbed to the 95th spot in
the global lender’s latest Ease
of Doing Business report. The
World Bank citing three gamechangers for new businesses.
The Philippines tallied big
gains in terms of being more
business-friendly as permits and
requirements have been relaxed.
Not bad, but still a long
way to being a businessfriendly country in so far as
doing business is concerned.
*********

Implementing
the
tarrication of rice imports has
resulted in the plunging prices
of local rice, benefiting the
people but detrimental to the
Filipino farmer at it has hurt
their livelihood.
Just what is the Rice
Tarrification Law?
From InteraksyonIt states
that Republic Act 11203,
an amended version of the
two-decade-old Agricultural
Tariffication Act of 1996, was
signed into law to help stem
rising inflation.
These amendments have
lifted quantitative restrictions on
rice, the preferential trade deal
the Philippines secured after
becoming a member of the World
Trade Organization in 1999.
The QR limits the volume
of rice imports from Southeast
Asian countries like Vietnam
and Thailand and protects
local farmers from foreign
competition every year.
However, in 2017, the
Duterte administration did not

renew the waiver that allowed
restrictions when it expired.
Without the restrictions
on rice imports, foreign
businesses have imported
cheaper
crops,
thereby
competing with local rice
production.
The Rice Tarrification
Law’s effects
Allowing cheaper foreign
imports to pour in without
preparation for local farmers
could hurt their livelihood.
Sen. Cynthia Villar, who
sponsored the rice tarrification
bill and the chairperson of
the agrarian reform, earlier
claimed the information of
devalued palay as false.
It (palay prices) won’t go
down to P7 a kilo, I assure
you,” the senator said also
said that only P1 billion of P5
billion of rice competitiveness
enhancement
fund
were
released since last August.
Farmers have all the
reasons to worry for the farm
gate price of fresh palay is

November 11 - November 17, 2019 7

Cebu Business Week

BUSINESS

P2.4 billion Guadalupe-Lahug road
to start construction before 2022
The
Department
of
Public Works and Highways
will construct a road from
Guadalupe to Lahug, Cebu
City in the amount of P2.4
billion before the end of
President Rodrigo Duterte’s
administration in 2022.
This was revealed to
Cebu Business Week by Cebu
City Councilor Jerry Guardo,
the chairman of the Cebu
City Council Committee on
Infrastructure.
Based on the feasibility
studies, CEDCO Engineering
Corporation, has three options
on how to implement the
project, but this is the most
feasible and viable considering
that it is shorter with the

length of 2.2 kilometers and
a lower construction cost of
about P2.4 billion.
The other two options
have project costs of P4 billion
and P5 billion.
Guardo said the road is
four lanes, with two lanes
northbound and two lanes
southbound. There is one-meter
length in each sidewalk, and
will pass through Guadalupe
River and Lahug River.
The road will start at
the side of the Guadalupe
Barangay
Hall,
passing
Barangay Capitol and will
end in Gorordo Avenue in
Lahug, fronting the road to
Kamagong, at the side of
Lahug Elem. School.

He said an underpass
will be bored under Gorodo
Avenue so motorists on the
new road will travel straight to
Kamagong or Cebu Business
Park without traffic light.
Guardo added that CEDCO
is now working to complete
the detailed engineering by
December 2019.
“The detailed engineering
will give DPWH an idea on
how many houses will be
affected and number of trees
to be earthballed because of
the project” Guardo said.
He added that the detailed
engineering will determine
the number of materials used,
including the construction of
two bridges.

“Once
the
detailed
engineering is submitted,
DPWH will start the roadright-of-way acquisition by
next year (2020). There is
legal intervention. The court
will determine the right of
possession of the government
and property owners will be
paid the right compensation,”
Guardo said.
He said that once this
road will be operational, it will
surely decongest the traffic
at Escario Street especially
infront of the Cebu Provincial
Capitol.
“The motorists either from
Southern Cebu going to Lahug
or those from Lahug going to
Southern Cebu will pass the
new road and not anymore at
Escario Sreet,” Guardo said.
Guardo also said further
that the project has already
been endorsed by the Regional
Development Council (RDC)

co-chaired by International
Designer Kenneth Cobonpue.
“I am confident that this
will be included in the 2021
General Appropriations Act
(GAA),” Guardo said.
He said the lSO to benefit on
the new road are officials,
employees and the transaction
public
several
National
Government
Agencies
like Ecotech Center of the
Department of Education
(DepEd), National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA) 7, Department of
Budget and Management
(DBM) 7, Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)
7, Department of Science
and Technology (DOST) 7,
Department of Environment
and
Natural
Resources
(DENR),
Department
of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) 7 and the Civil Service
Commission (CSC). EOB

Globe vows to continue supporting 14 years old Alex Eala
Alexandra
Eala’s
bid
to crash the elite Top 10 of
the
International
Tennis
Federation’s Juniors World
Ranking for Girls 18 and
under years old received a
tremendous boost after Globe
reiterated its support to the
newest tennis phenom of the
country.
Eala is the highest ranked
female Southeast Asian athlete
in the current ITF World
Juniors after rising to career
best 13th last month.
The 14-year-old tennis
sensation, however, is not
stopping there. Eala is setting
her sights in competing in the
junior events of the four grand
slam events-- the Australian,
French, Wimbledon and the
US Opens-- next year.
To realize her dream,
Globe reiterated its support
of the country’s newest tennis
star.
In her courtesy call to
Ernest Cu, President and CEO
of Globe, Eala expressed her
gratitude for the support she
has received from the telecom
company for the last six years.
“I have always been very
close to Globe. I’ve virtually
grown up with them! They’ve
sponsored me since I was 8,
supporting me whether the
tournament was local or at a
Grand Slam. I’m very grateful
that they saw the potential in

me even at such a young age.
Hopefully, they will keep on
supporting me throughout
the rest of my career,” Eala
says.
For his part, Cu is calling
on all Filipinos to rally behind
Eala as she continues to play
and bring honor to flag and
country. Cu is also very happy
and proud of what Eala has
accomplished in her short
but impressive career. He,
however, cautions Eala not to
let her current success get into
her head.
“Just ignore the noise and
focus on your game and your
goals,” Cu says. Moreover, Cu
promises to help Eala realize
her goal of joining the Grand
Slams next year.
“Do not worry about other
things. Kami na ang bahala,”
he adds.
Eala is the first Filipino
to qualify for a Grand Slam
tournament since Jeson
Patrombon in 1991. She is
also the youngest among the
top 50 junior netters in the
world. From her #247 rank
last year, Eala rose to rank
#13 after posting impressive
runs the past few months. She
made it to the second round
in the US Open Juniors last
August then won the Grade
A ITF Tournament in South
Africa in September and
clinched a runner-up finish

in the World Super Juniors
Tennis
Championships
Osaka Mayor’s Cup in
October.
Eala has been a Globe

Ambassador
since
2013.
Eala is flying back to Spain
to resume her training and
preparations at the prestigious
Rafael Nadal Tennis Academy.

Globe President and CEO
Ernest Cu calls on all Filipnos
to support Alexandra Eala. Eala
is the highest ranked female
SouthEast Asian athlete in
the current ITF World Juniors.
Globe has been supporting the
14-year-old Filipina who is the
youngest among the top 50
junior netters in the world.
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Cebu Landmasters posts P1.6 billion profit
Cebu Landmasters (CLI)
continues
its
leadership
in the VisMin region, with
consolidated
net
income
rising by 59 percent from
Php 1.2 billion to Php 1.9
billion year-on-year. Net
income attributable to parent
meanwhile grew significantly
by 77 percent from Php 932.7
million to Php 1.65 million
driven by substantial increase
of revenue from CLI projects.
The
leading
housing
developer in the VisayasMindanao region declared
revenues of Php 5.9 billion
from the previous year’s
record of Php 3.7 billion.
CLI
attributed
the
outstanding results to the
strong performance of its
mid-market
residential
segment, which accounted for
36 percent of the total revenue
pie. Casa Mira, the company’s
economic residential brand,
and
high-end
segment
contributed 32 percent and 29
percent, respectively.
CLI
Chief
Executive
Officer Jose Soberano III says:
“Our fast-selling projects give

us confidence that we will
achieve our topline and net
income growth targets for the
end of the year. The numbers
reflect
our
operational
excellence and commitment
to responsible development.”
CLI launched nine major
developments in 2019: Davao
Global Township – Phase 1
(Davao); One Paragon Place
(Davao), Citadines Paragon
Davao (Davao); Citadines
Bacolod
City
(Bacolod);
MesaVirre Garden Residences
C (Bacolod); Casa Mira
Bacolod (Bacolod); Velmiro
Plains Bacolod (Bacolod);
Casa Mira Towers CDO
(CDO); and Mivela Garden
Residences (Cebu). CLI said
the Mivela project set new
records with 80 percent of
the project sold in just three
weeks from launch date.
Projects in the company’s
headquarters in Cebu made
up 58 percent of the period’s
revenue
contributors,
followed by developments in
Bacolod and Cagayan de Oro
with 13% and 12% earnings
input, respectively. In Q3

2018, revenue contributors
after Cebu (with 61% revenue
contribution) were Cagayan
de Oro with 19 percent and
Davao with 14 percent.
CLI’s leasing portfolio
grew by 29 percent to Php
46.72 million from Php 36.20
million year-on-year. This is
attributed to the increase in
Gross Leasable Area (GLA)
following the recent turnover
of Base Line Retail and HQ and
Casa Mira Towers Labangon.
Aggregate GLA for the period
now reached 13,806 square
meters while occupancy rate
rises to 84%.
Management fees on
the other hand, more than
doubled from 11.2 million
to 26.9 million due to the
increase of the number of
developments
managed
by CLIPM, the property
management arm of CLI. The
said firm now oversees 17
projects, eight of which are
house and lot subdivisions
while the rest are offices and
residential condominiums.
The third quarter also
marked the operations of

SSS to reach out to the informal
sector for universal protection
The Social Security System
(SSS) said it will intensify its
efforts to reach out to informal
sector workers and provide
them with meaningful social
security protection.
The
results
of
an
Australian-based
survey
ranking the Philippines as one
of the pension systems out of
the 37 countries in the study
that need improvement, has
prompted the agency to step
up its programs to reach out
to the informal sector.
SSS President and Chief
Executive Officer Aurora C.
Ignacio acknowledged that one
of the massive challenges for
the state-run pension fund is
to ensure universal protection
for a large number of workers
in the informal economy such
as farmers, fisherfolks, market
vendors, and alike.
Based on the latest
International
Labor
Organization’s
survey,
the Philippines’ informal
employment from 2008 to

2017 was recorded at 21.1
million or 56 percent of the
labor force.
SSS data showed that
members registered under
its program for the informal
sector, dubbed as AlkanSSSya,
only stands at 108,779 as of
September 2019. Likewise,
44,093
members
were
registered
through
the
Cooperative
Accreditation
Program
and
230,069
members were covered as
job order personnel of the
government offices.
“For many years now,
we have been reaching out to
them, strongly encouraging
them to pay their SSS which
is the cheapest and most
accessible retirement savings
today. But their varied work
arrangements and at times,
intermittent income, prevent
them from regularly paying
SSS premiums. A challenge
for us now is to create a special
pension fund program for
informal sector workers like

farmers, fisherfolks, among
other groups, considering
their income spread. These
are the areas that SSS will look
into,” Ignacio said.
Ignacio added that the
Mercer
Global
Pension
Index which included the
Philippines in its 11th global
survey on pension systems
puts social security protection
at the forefront of social issues
today. “Many Filipinos see
social security protection as
just an option during their
working years, neglecting the
fact that this will be one of their
supplemental supports during
retirement,” she continued.
The Philippines, based
on the index, was rated 43.7
out of 100. It has a grade
“D” together with first world
countries Korea, China, and
Japan among others. The
Philippine pension system was
described with some desirable
features but also with major
weaknesses that need to be
addressed.

CLI’s first hotel representing
a new revenue stream. As
scheduled, Citadines Cebu
City, a 180-room condotel
opened in September. It is
operated and managed by
Ascott Limited, the world’s
largest international serviced
residence owner-operator.
As an indicator of future
revenue growth, the ninemonth reservation sales takeup rose by 29% year on year to
P9.24 billion. About 3,472 units
were taken up at an average
price of Php 2.7million.
Meanwhile, CLI continues
to expand its landbank
to support its expansion
program. To date, CLI holds a
total of 1,245,276 sqm of land
in 10 key VisMin cities. Part
of its recent acquisitions is
an existing resort in Mactan,
Cebu with a land area of
18,000 sqm. The resort will be
re-developed to also integrate
a residential component.
CLI
purchased
a
9.4-hectare
property
in
Ormoc and 28 hectares in
Davao that will be developed
into
residential
projects.

The company also acquired
11,000 sqm of land in Bacolod
City, adjacent to its existing
three-tower condo project,
the
MesaVirre
Garden
Residences. During the year,
CLI also signed a strategic
partnership with AboitizLand,
the real estate arm of Aboitiz
Equity Ventures, to develop
a mid- market, mixed-use,
multi-tower
condominium
project in Mandaue City.
During the 7th Annual
Property Guru Philippines
Property Awards last July, Cebu
Landmasters was awarded
as the Best Developer. Other
honors were also given to the
company’s projects—38 Park
Avenue development, named
Best High-End Condominium
Development (Cebu); Casa
Mira Towers Labangon as
Highly Commended for Best
Affordable
Condominium
Development (Cebu); and
MesaTierra Garden Residences
as
Best
Condominium
Development
(Davao)
and special recognition for
Corporate Social Responsibility.

CCCI on relevant trainings
Envisioned to be the engine
of Cebu’s business growth
towards global competitiveness,
the Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI) continues
to be relevant to Cebu’s
business community through
offering various engagements
and trainings through business
development and management.
In
its
continuous
efforts to offer invaluable
trainings and programs for
the growth of the business
industry in the region, CCCI
successfully conducted its
Tax Management Cliniquing
Program in partnership with
the Philippine Institute of
Certified Public Accountants
(PICPA) – Cebu Chapter.
The 10-week program
piloted on September 4
and ended last November
6 covering seven modules
which aimed to nurture and

expand the good practices on
accounting and tax standards
compliance
among
its
members.
Further, CCCI also offers
food safety public trainings
in partnership with the
Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) Region
7. With this, an Industrial
Calibration Training was
conducted last October 2224 which aimed to deepen
the participants’ knowledge
and
appreciation
about
metrology,
measurement
standards for the variable
mass, temperature pressure
and length.
These
trainings
have
highly contributed to the
increased competitiveness of
Cebu’s Business economy in
the global arena catapulting
Cebu to be one of the rising
cities in the country.

Smoking Kills
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Globe, FCPC prepare educators for tech
integration in schools through E-skwela
While
some
schools
in the Philippines have
integrated technology into
their curriculum, many have
yet to take steps towards
digitalization — and may not
even know where to start.
Recognizing the need
of educational institutions
to adopt global practices
of
information
and
communications technology
(ICT) enabled learning, and the
lack of awareness or resources
of schools to keep up, Globe is
taking huge strides to ensure
that key people in the academe
are equipped with knowledge
and skills that will help them
groom future-ready students.
In partnership with First
City Providential College
(FCPC),
Globe,
through
the
Globe
myBusiness

Academy,
conducted
E-skwela,
a
professional
development
workshop
designed to educate school
administrators, key decision
makers, and faculty members
on
learning
technologies
and their integration in the
school system. FCPC offers
relevant and multidisciplinary
academic programs that aim
to produce lifelong learners
who are globally competitive
and
socially
responsible
professionals. One of its
academic goals is to produce
viable research for local and
international
publications
as well as to implement
collaborative and sustainable
community extension services.
Through the workshop,
participants
adopted
techniques for facilitating

activities that are intentionally
experiential,
collaborative,
and reflective to maximize
learning. It helped create a
mindset and knowledge base
for people in the academe
that, in turn, equips them
for integrating tech in the
classroom
and
molding
future-ready students.
“Technology integration
in schools is something that
we need to embrace as part
of developing 21st Century
Skills among teachers and
students. It is our vision in
Globe myBusiness to create
an interactive and competitive
environment
for
schools
in the country through the
use of information and
communications technology,”
said Anne David, Marketing
Director, Globe myBusiness,

the micro, small, and medium
enterprise arm of Globe.
The workshop held in
FCPC’s
Bulacan
campus
featured experts on techenabled learning. Invited
speakers included Woohoo
Learning Lab COO Galvin
Radley Ngo, Habi Education
Lab
Executive
Director
Gerson Abesamis, and D2L
Brightspace Regional Director
for Asia Nick Hutton.
Ngo gave a lecture on
School
Digitization
and
Technology
Integration.
There was also a panel
discussion on Future-ready
Education led by Mark Abalos,
Education Industry Lead
of Globe, Virginia Andres,
Special Projects Officer for
Knowledge Management and
Innovation at the Philippine
Science High School and
Rogelio dela Cruz, Education
Technology Office Head of
the Center for Instruction,
Research, and Curriculum

of the De La Salle College of
Saint Benilde offered their
insights alongside Hutton and
Abesamis in this session.
Parallel workshop sessions
were conducted to foster
practical application of learned
principles and interaction
among participants.
Previously, Globe has
implemented
training
programs for teachers, such as
the Global Filipino Teachers
(GFT) and PRISM digital
literacy program. To bridge
the ICT gaps in schools,
Globe also launched its suite
of educational solutions a
few years ago to harmonize
the learning environment
with the digital world and
create a more interactive
experience
for
students.
Through E-skwela and
the aforementioned projects,
Globe bolsters its aim to
digitally transform schools
and prepare students for 21st
century learning.

The 10 security guards show the checks they received as they posed with DOLE 7 officers led by Regional Director Salome Siaton.

DTI holds Youth Entrepreneurship Program Cebu Roadshow
The Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) is inviting
young entrepreneurs and
would-be entrepreneurs to
hone their entrepreneurial
skills through the upcoming
Youth
Entrepreneurship
Program
(YEP)
Cebu
Roadshow on November 27 at
the Cebu Parklane Hotel.
DTI Region 7 Assistant
Regional
Director
Maria
Elena Arbon explained that
the Youth Entrepreneurship
Program
(YEP)
is
a
nationwide program to help
young
Filipinos
develop
their entrepreneurial skills
by offering them different
content and workshops to

motivate and equip them with
basic knowledge to get started.
Director
Arbon
is
encouraging
entrepreneurs
18-35 years of age who
would like to learn about
entrepreneurship to register
online at the following
link: https://bit.ly/2NdmT1s
She added that only those who
have registered online and
confirmed their attendance
would be accommodated
during the event that targets a
maximum of 200 participants.
Arbon said that since seats
for YEP 2019 are limited,
interested
parties
are
encouraged to join the wait
list as DTI will still screen all

registrants, adding that they
will get an email confirming
their participation to the YEP
2019 Cebu Roadshow.
During the Cebu Roadshow,
DTI will include three breakout
sessions to focus on startup,
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs), and selfimprovement / young mindset
tracks.
In the startup track of the
workshop, participants will
learn about the importance of
company culture, how to align
themselves or their startup’s
culture with the talent they
wish to attract and learn how
to discover if their proposed
business model is viable

In the MSMEs Track,
participants will be saturated
with content that encourages
them to create social media
channels and stay online since
most business owners run a
one-man show.
The self-improvement track
will enrich participants to
think logically, show them
how they will be able to control
their emotions so as not to
cloud their judgment and
dictate their course of action.
Carrying
the
tagline
“Harnessing
Our
Own
Resources for the Advancement
of the Youth!,” the YEP is a
nationwide program to help
young Filipinos develop their

entrepreneurial
skills
by
offering them a comprehensive
package of interventions.
YEP
supports
the
government’s growth agenda
of doubling the number of
entrepreneurs in the country
by 2022 which will in turn,
broaden the gains of economic
development, address inequality,
and uplift the quality of life of
Filipinos, particularly the youth.
With
the
end
goal
of
improving
national
development,
YEP
components encourage upbeat
actions towards strengthening
economic
independence
among
individuals
and
communities.
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DOT commends Cebu City’s inclusion
in UNESCO’s Network of Creative Cities
The Department of Tourism
(DOT) commends Cebu City\s
leaders, shakers and movers for
their “significant involvement
and active efforts” that led to
the inclusion of Cebu City in
the list of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (Unesco)
Network of Creative Cities.
This Design Category

where
Cebu
City
was
recognized as of international
standard,
confirms
the
ingenuity and the incessant
flow creative ideas of the
Cebuanos as manifested in the
furniture, fashion accessories
and other sectors.
The latest to awe the
international community is
in the global transportation

hub (GTH) sector, the first
ever Resort Airport in the
world – the Mactan-Cebu
International Airport.
The DOT encourages
more cities to join Cebu
City and Baguio City in this
prominent UNESCO Network
of Creative Cities and be
the “icons of sustainable urban
development.”

New Restaurants in Cebu
Abaca Baking Company
Kamputhaw
Citadines Cebu, 115 Juana Osmeña Street, Kamputhaw, Cebu
City
CUISINES: American, Bakery, Coffee
COST FOR TWO:PHP1000
HOURS: (Mon-Sun)
Kaiten Ramen + Sushi
Banilad
Streetscape Phase II, Paseo Saturnino, Ma. Luisa Road, Banilad,
Cebu City
CUISINES: Japanese, Ramen, Sushi
COST FOR TWO:PHP1000
HOURS: 12noon – 10pm (Mon-Sun)
Miguelitos Hyped Mangoes
Toledo City
Gaisano Grand Mall, Antonio Y De Pio National Highway,
Toledo City, Cebu
CUISINES: Desserts
COST FOR TWO:PHP200
HOURS: 9am – 8pm (Mon-Sun)
Samgyupsalamat
Kamputhaw
Baseline Residences, Juana Osmena Avenue, Kamputhaw,
Cebu City
CUISINES: Korean, Korean BBQ
COST FOR TWO:PHP1000
HOURS: 11am – 2am (Mon-Sun)
Hap Chan
Naga City
Atrium, Robinsons Place, Roxas Avenue, Corner Almeda
Highway, Barangay Triangulo, Naga City, Cebu
CUISINES: Filipino, Chinese
COST FOR TWO:PHP1000
HOURS: 10am – 9pm (Mon-Sun)
Tom N Tom’s Coffee
Punta Engano
The Promenade Mactan, Punta Engano, Lapu-Lapu City
CUISINES: Coffee, Bakery
COST FOR TWO:PHP600
HOURS: 7am – 12midnight (Mon-Sun)

The 10 security guards show the checks they received as they posed with DOLE 7 officers led by Regional
Director Salome Siaton.

The world’s tallest statue of the Virgin Mary
rises at Montemaria, Batangas City, Philippines
Mother of All Asia Tower
of Peace is set to overtake the
current world’s tallest, the
Monument to Our Lady of
Peace in Venezuela. (Credits
to Montemaria International
Pilgrimage and Conference
Center)
Standing 322-ft. high,
the statue of Mary, the
Mother of All Asia Tower of
Peace, is the showpiece of
the Montemaria pilgrimage
center at Montemaria on the

southernmost tip of Batangas
Bay
in
Batangas
City,
Philippines.
The Virgin Mary statue is
dedicated to Unity and Peace
of all the people of the world,
envisioning it as the icon and
pilgrimage destination not
only of the entire Philippines
but ultimately of all Asia and
the World.
Developers of the statue
said it is about the same height
as the Peter the Great statue

in Russia which is the eighth
tallest statue in the world.
It is taller than the Statue
of Liberty in New York (93
meters) and the Great Buddha
in Thailand (92 meters).
The Philippines’ statue of
Virgin Mary is set to overtake
the current world’s tallest,
a position now occupied by
the Venezuelan 153-feet-tall
“Our Lady of Peace” statue,
which was built in 1983 and
completed in 2016.

Magic Melt
Minglanilla
L.A. Center, Tungkil, Minglanilla, Cebu
CUISINES: Bakery
COST FOR TWO:PHP400
HOURS: (Mon-Sun)
Drip and Draft
Banilad
Streetscape, Paseo Saturnino, Ma. Luisa Road, Banilad, Cebu
City
CUISINES: American, Coffee
COST FOR TWO:PHP700
HOURS: 7am – 12midnight (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun), 7am...
Ikina Cafe
Cebu Business District
64 Sanciangko St., Cebu City
across USC Main Backgate
CUISINES: Coffee, MilkTea, All-day-breakfast
COST FOR TWO: P400
Hours: Monday to Saturday
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
If all the blood vessels in your body were laid end to end, they
would reach about 60,000 miles.
The language of a society changes slowly but steadily with
the result that an educated person will not be able to read or
understand words in his language written 500 years ago.
Night butterflies have ears on their wings so they can avoid
bats
Shakespeare’s tombstone in Stratford’s Holy Trinity
Church bears this inscription, said to have been written
by him: Good friend, for Jesus’ sake forbear to dig the dust
enclosed here. Blest be the man that spares these stones, and
curst be he that moves my bones”.
Can you feel the pulse in your wrist? For humans the
normal pulse is 70 heartbeats per minute. Elephants have a
slower pulse of 27 and for a canary it is 1000!
The riddles found in all seven (7) issues of Cebu
Business Week can be accessed through t6he Cebu
Business Week Facebook Page. No need to look
for the hard copy of the newspaper. Here are the
instructions:
Visit Cebu Business Week Facebook Page
Choose the issue that you feel you can answer the
Magtigmuay Ta portion.
EMAIL YOUR ANSWERS ONLY, no need to write
the riddles. INDICATE THE ISSUE DATE, YOUR
NAME, ADDRESS AND CONTACT NUMBER.
Send to ultimaxmedcon@gmail.com
This is a FIRST COME FIRST SERVE basis. So,
HURRY UP!
The first five to give the correct answers will be the
winners.
To give chance to others, a person can only win
TWICE
Winners will be notified through Email.
Prizes will be claimed at Cebu Business Week’s
office at Room 310-A,3rd floor, WDC Bldg., corner
P. Burgos St. and Juan Luna Ave., Cebu City (across
Basilica del Santo Niño).
BRING YOUR ID. NO ID, NO PRIZE.
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