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Lite Ferry 5 launched
‘Pioneering status’ granted to protect route
Lite Shipping Corporation
has further modernized its
fleet by launching its brand
new vessel, Mv Lite Ferry
Five last Nov. 18 and graced
by no less than presidential
daughter, Davao City Mayor
Sara Duterte.
The Maritime Industry
Authority (MARINA) has
given Mv Lite Ferry Five a
pioneering status protection
to ply between Oslob, Cebu
and Dipolog City, Zamboanga
del Norte.
Rep. Edgar Mary S.
Sarmiento,
chairman
of
the House Committee on
Transportation, said that in
granting Mv Lite Ferry Five a
pioneering status protection,
the shipping company is
assured of no competition for
a certain period of time.
However,
the
ship
will temporarily ply Oslob
and Dapitan City, which is
adjacent to Dipolog City,
pending the dredging project
in the Dipolog Port.
The
route
protection
incentive is given by MARINA
to encourage shipowners and
operators to modernize and
improve their fleet and get
internationally-classed brand
new vessels for the domestic
shipping industry.
In her speech, Duterte
hailed Lite Shipping Chief
Executive Officer Lucio Lim
Jr. for leading the company
for more than 30 years in
providing convenient sea
travel in the country.
Lim, for his part, said that

operating a new ship is also
aimed at getting government
incentives, protection from
route
competition,
and
discounts on fees and charges
on applications and renewals
of ship documents as provided
for by MARINA laws, rules
and regulations.
This 2,895-ton Mv Lite
Ferry Five has an authorized
capacity of 540 passengers and
23 ten-wheeler trucks with a
service speed of 13 to 14 knots
and a maximum speed of 15
knots. The ship is made in China
but classed by RINA of Italy.
Lim expects that by
December, another brand new
ship, a 70-meter coastwise Mv
Lite Ferry Nine, will arrive
to ply between Jagna, Bohol
and Cagayan de Oro City. The

coming ship is also given a
pioneering status protection
by MARINA.
Domestic shipping lines
granted pioneering status are
discounted by 50 percent of all
regular fees on applications and
renewals of licenses, certificates,
permits
and
other
ship
documents, based on MARINA
laws, rules and regulations.
In the last five years,
Lim said Lite Shipping has
acquired seven brand new
vessels, including its flagship
ship, Mv Lite Ferry 88. Six
other vessels are below 20
years old from the time these
were acquired.
With the acquisition of Mv
Lite Ferry Five, Lite Shipping
is now operating one of the
youngest fleet in the country. EOB

Presidential daughter, Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio (above
photo) graces the launching last Nov. 18, 2019 of Mv Lite Fery Five of
Lite Shipping Corporation under Chief Executrive Office Lucio Lim Jr.
Below phot is the brand new vessel, Mv Lite Ferry Five which was given by
Maritime Industry Authiority (MARINA) a prionerring status to ply between
Oslob, Cebu and Dipolog City, Zamboanga del Norte.
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Nene Pimentel: The Street
Parliamentarian and the man
behind Local Government Code
by Atty. Gerry Carillo
I had an opportunity in
visiting the wake of one of most
revered men in Philippine
Politics. He has been an icon
as a great parliamentarian
both in the halls of Senate
and Batasan Pambansa and in
the streets. He is also dubbed
as the father of the Local
Government. His passion and
wisdom towards autonomy
of Local Governments has
contributed greatly to the
progress and advancement of
LGU.
In his early political career,
he championed democracy
and freedom and fought in the
streets alongside with former
Sen. Benigno Aquino, former
Senator Jose Diokno, former
Senator Joker Arroyo and
other street parliamentarian
who made their voices heard
in the darkest hour of Martial
Law.
Nene Pimentel was born

on December 11, 1933 to
Aquilino “Aqui” E. Pimentel Sr.
and Petra Quilinging. Married
to Lourdes “Bing” de la Llana,
they were blessed with six
children, namely Gwendolyn
Petricia, Aquilino Martin
“Koko” III, Ma. Petrina,
Aquilino Justinian “Jac” IV,
Teresa Lourdes & Lorraine
Marie. Koko Pimentel followed
his footsteps and became a
senator of the Republic and
later its Senate President.
Nene started his political
career 1971 when he got
elected as delegate in the
Constitutional
Convention
representing
Misamis
Oriental. His name was
made eminent when Marcos
rigged the Constitutional
Convention and jailed most
of those who opposed the
provisions
the
dictator
wanted passed. Pimentel was
placed behind bars for three
months in early 1973 and
was released from prison just

in time for the signing of the
New Constitution. The other
delegates were cowed for fe3ar
of being thrown into prison.
But Pimentel, along with few
others, refused to sign the
Constitution. He described
the New Constitution as
scripted and designed to
advance Marcos interests.
He protested its anti-people
provisions.
He ran during the first
election after Martial Law
for the post of the Interim
Batasan
Pambansa
with
Lorenzo Tanada, Benigno
Aquino,
Francisco
Soc
Rodriquez, Teofisto Guingona
and Chino Roces. But the
Marcos KBL clobbered them
as they swept the election.
Protests rang on the streets
accusing Marcos of rigging the
elections. Pimental was again
sent to prison for leading the
street protest but his second
incarceration did not silence
him. He continued the street

protests until Marcos allowed
the local elections.
In 1980, he ran as Mayor
of Cagayan de Oro. With
meager budget, the people of
the City rallied behind him and
defeated Marcos’ candidates
and swept the election
winning all the local post. But
the political persecution he
suffered did not end. Marcos
had his ally installed as Mayor
of Cagayan De Oro through
Comelec ruling alleging that
his transfer to another party
made him ineligible for his
post. But because of the street
protests that reached the
capital, Marcos was forced to
reinstall him as mayor.
The political torment did
not end. In 1983, together
with other political leaders,
he was arrested in Cebu City
for allegedly leading the New
Peoples Army. Despite being
placed under house arrest, he
led the opposition and became
looming star of democracy
and freedom. He won a seat
in Batasan Pambansa while
campaigning at home and
crushed the local KBL.
The feisty critic of Marcos,
he led Cory Aquino’s campaign
that eventually toppled the
dictatorship. He later became
a senator and the speaker

of the Senate. One of the
legacies he left that will leave
a lasting mark in the Local
Government is the passage of
the Local Government Code.
This Code established the
system and defined powers
of provincial, city, municipal
and barangay governments in
the Philippines. It provided
for a more responsive local
government
structure
instituted through a system
of decentralization whereby
Local Government
Units
were delegated more powers,
authority, responsibilities and
resources.
The code empowered the
local government units by
devolving National Agencies
to the local governance such
as Social Services, Health,
Education, Police and local
securities, Garbage Collection
and more. It also provided a
system of devolution of funds
commonly called IRA or the
Internal Revenue Allotment.
Incidentally, the Supreme
Court has ruled with finality
the Mandanas Case stating
that the apart from the BIR,
the SC ruled that the IRA
of LGUs should include
tariff and duties collected by
the Bureau of Customs, 50
percent of value-added tax,
30 percent of national taxes
collected in the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao,
60 percent of national taxes
collected from the exploitation
and development of national
wealth, 85 percent of excise tax
from tobacco products and a
portion of franchise tax under
Republic Acts 6631 and 6632
(Horse Racing Laws), among
others.
This would more
augment the limited funds for
the Local Government Units
thanks to Nene Pimentel.
Hope local chief executive
will be more prudent to the
funds entrusted to them dili
kay Modako hinoon ang ulo.
It flashes to me without end to
an incident which I personally
experienced in the hands of the
Mayor’s personally secretary in
one of the Cities in Metro Cebu.
I was shocked and aghast to
his arrogant gesture of treating
guest. Perhaps this would be a
good topic in the next column so
that people would be reminded
that public office is a pubilc
trust. (Abangan)
The late Senate President Aquilino
“Nene” Pimentel Jr. also principally
authored the creation of the
Cooperative Development Authroty
(CDA) to promote cooperativism
and provide access to capital to
small businessmen.
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We need sustainable
tourism: Bobby Joseph

SSS Cebu releases
P5.16 million in
unemployment benefits

Consul General Bobby
Joseph said that he is
advocating for a social
and
sustainable
tourism
throughout the country.
“In fact, we have a
school in Manila that serves
as international school for
sustainable tourism. We also
have a lot of agri-tourism,
fun tourism, and what we are
doing is ideal and we hope
a lot of people will come and
learn,” Joseph said.
Joseph founded the 888
News Forum 13 years ago, at
first designed as forum for
tourism because of his love
and passion for interaction.
888 News Forum is a
prestigious
media forum
at Marco Polo Plaza every
Tuesday and is being televised

Four
hundred
thirty
seven
applications
for
unemployment benefits from
displaced Cebuano workers
were received and approved by
the Social Security (SSS) Cebu
branch releasing P5.16 million
worth
of
unemployment
benefits in the first two months
of implementation.
The financial assistance
went to members of the
pension fund who lost
their jobs as of Oct. 21 or
two months after it started
receiving applications for the
unemployment benefit,
SSS Chief Executive Officer
Aurora C. Ignacio said, “We are
now seeing the fruits of labor of
our lawmakers, stakeholders
and SSS representatives who
have crafted the Social Security
Act of 2018. We are able

at 8:00 pm every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday over
MyTV, Channel 30, Skycable.
“We look forward that
with 888 News Forum, issues
involving the people and
community can be discussed
and hopefully, among the
issues is water, which is also
needed to promote tourism. If
you want water in Cebu to be
sustainable, the treatment of
waste water has to come in,”
Joseph said.
He also agrees with the
observation
by
business
leaders that there are four
facilities like transportation,
communication, power and
water that can attract tourists
and investors.
On the other hand, Joseph
also helped in the creation

of a travel cooperative in the
country, like what he did before
in organizing a cooperative.
“We are looking forward to
collaborate with a cooperative
that has started working.
It’s the first cooperative in
the world accredited by the
International Air Transport
Association,” Joseph said.
He said he heard that
there are cooperatives who
want to put up a travel agency.
“What I am suggesting
to organize is a travel agency
that can be a cooperative
in itself, and afterwards
get an accreditation from
International Air Transport
Association. I can help there
and all cooperatives shall
be part owners of this travel
agency,” Joseph said. EOB

to provide cash benefits to
qualified members who needed
the SSS the most when they
unexpectedly lost their jobs.”
The Social Security Act of
2018 provides unemployment
insurance and involuntary
separation benefits to an SSS
member, not over sixty (60)
years of age, who has paid at
least thirty-six (36) months
contributions, in the form
of monthly cash payments
equivalent to fifty percent
(50%) of the average monthly
salary credit for a maximum of
two (2) months.
Involuntary
separation
includes installation of laborsaving devices, redundancy,
retrenchment, closure and illness
of the worker whose continued
employment is illegal or bad to
their co-workers’ health

House passes bill on Malasakit Centers

Consul General Bobby Joseph tells 888 News Forum participants on the importance of sustainable environment clean-up.

The House of Representatives approved House Bill (HB)
No. 5477 on 3rd and final reading on Monday, November 18.
House Bill (HB) No. 5477, the bill that Only Albay 1st District
Representative Edcel Lagman voted no, while 7 abstained from the vote.
Under the bill, Malasakit Centers would be formally
included in the programs of the Department of Health (DOH)
to “complement” the universal health care program.
All DOH-run hospitals would be required to put up Malasakit
Centers, which would serve as a one-stop shop allowing indigent
patients to access medical and financial aid from the DOH,
Department of Social Welfare and Development, Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office, and Office of the President in one place.

Support programs for rice farmers set out as rice retail prices down by P8 pesos
Eight
months
since
rice trading was liberalized
through enactment of the
Rice Tariffication Law (RTL),
the price of rice has come
down by a national average
of more than P8 per kilo for
more than a hundred million
Filipinos.
This is particularly helpful
for low income households
that spend around a fifth of
their budgets on rice alone.
This price reduction is well
within the economic team’s
estimate of a 7- to 10-peso
drop in retail prices that was
reported to Congress and the
public last year.
As Filipino consumers
have begun enjoying the
benefits of the new rice trading

regime, the government is
implementing measures to
address short-term transition
challenges—specifically
the
drop in palay prices in specific
areas.
According to official data
provided by the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA),
from an average of P17.23 per
kilo of dry palay from 2015
to 2017, prices declined to an
average of P15.71 per kilo from
the third week of September to
the second week of October of
this year.
This translates to an
average loss for farmers of
about P1.52 per kilo.
F i n a n c e
Secretary Dominguez III
said that the government

is
constantly
monitoring
location-specific prices so that
interventions are designed
and deployed on an evidencebased and targeted manner.
According to the report of
the Department of Agriculture
(DA) in the October 23, 2019
meeting of the Economic
Development
Cluster,
the DA and its attached
agencies, agriculture-focused
financial institutions, and
local
governments
have
implemented urgent measures
to support farmers and will
continue to do so in the
coming months.
These measures include
the Survival and Recovery
(SURE) aid, an interestfree loan payable for up to

eight years; procurement of
local rice for distribution as
a rice subsidy for the poor;
and the Palay Alay sa Magsasaka
and BUYanihan programs
which
are
loans
for
local
governments
to
procure
palayfrom
rice
farmers this harvest season.
Support
programs
also include the provision
of loan assistance and
productivity
enhancement
for local rice farmers under
the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF)
and the National Rice Program
(NRP). The RCEF funds the
distribution of machines and
high-quality seeds, cheaper
financing, and better training
for our farmers.

Tariff revenues in excess
of the annual P10 billion
earmarked for the RCEF will
go to additional interventions,
such as unconditional cash
transfers for farmers in
affected areas.
The
government
is
closely monitoring possible
distortions in the market,
particularly the widening
gap between farm gate prices
for paddy and rice retail
prices in specific provinces.
Both the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) and the Bureau
of Customs (BOC) have
formed strike teams to look
into possible smuggling and
hoarding activities, and noncompliance with tax and
business regulations.
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Internet of Everything
The
Internet
of
Everything
(IoE)
revolutionized
the
way people live and
communicate. I am
happy that one sector
now reaping benefits is
education.
By connecting to the
internet, students gain
access to tons of crucial
learning resources for all
subjects, while teachers
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
learn new and improved
teaching techniques to
become better educators and bring learning to a whole new
level.
Interestingly, the Philippine experience was featured
in a study by the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for the Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).
The 52-page study, entitled “Inclusive Use of Broadband
Connectivity for Quality Education, Insights from Asia and the
Pacific” ( https://www.unescap.org/resources/inclusive-usebroadband-connectivity-quality-education-insights-asia-andpacific ) was released online on September 17 with GFS as the
only example from the Philippines cited by the paper.
The study took a closer look at the Global Filipino
Schools (GFS) program, an initiative of Globe Telecom.
The GFS program began in 2012 and continues to
be implemented up to this time. Its goal is to promote
21st Century learning in the Philippines by supporting
public schools’ transformation into centers of ICT excellence
by providing broadband connectivity, mobile devices and
teacher training on how technology can be integrated into the
classroom. It already created various partnerships between
the government and the private sector like providing the
classroom infrastructure and training modules.
“We are proud that international organizations have
signified interest in our GFS program for public schools.
The success of this initiative also relied on the strong
support given by the Department of Education,” said Yoly
Crisanto, Globe Chief Sustainability Officer and SVP for
Corporate Communications. “Our next step is to integrate
more advanced technologies onto the program.”
Early this year, UNESCO tapped Globe to work with
them on the research with the GFS program serving as a
case study, where its history and how it came about as a
program was cited in a total of five pages.
The research presented and analyzed a total of seven
case studies that effectively used broadband technologies
for quality education and covered four countries such as
Bangladesh, Kazakhstan, Mongolia and the Philippines.
It aims to increase Asia-Pacific countries’ understanding
of how best to leverage broadband connectivity for their
education systems and promote dialogue among stakeholders
on maximizing the quality of broadband for learning.
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SEA Games ‘Cauldron’
The
2019
Southeast
Asian
Games,
officially
known as the 30th Southeast
Asian Games or 2019 SEA
Games and commonly known
as Philippines 2019, will be the
30th edition of the Southeast
Asian Games, a biennial
regional multi-sport hosted
by the Philippines from 30
November to 11 December
2019.
Curiously, as the start of
the SEA Games approaches,
the official cauldron of the

Atty. Gerardo Carillo

Games became controversial.
Sen.
Franklin
Drilon
questioned the cost of P50
million for a monument that
looked like a giant kaldero.
In defending the budget
however, House Speaker Alan
Peter Cayetano said the torch
is the symbol of the Games.
The torch run began at the
SM Lanang in Davao City on
October 30, 2019.The second
leg of the run, participated
by 6,500 runners was held at
Cebu South Coastal Road in

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Chairman

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

Cebu City on November 16,
2019. The final leg will be held
on November 23, 2019 at the
Bayanihan Park at the Clark
Freeport Zone in Pampanga.
While deliberations on
the propriety of spending
billions for the SEA Games
should have been done long
ago. The point now is to
approve the budget so as
not hamper the conduct of
the games. However, our
legislators should revisit the
issue after the games soon.
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week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
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Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Consumer
group files
complaint
against oil
companies,
DoE

Japan’s Nissan Co, Ltd
(7201.T) has said it is recalling
394,025 cars in the United
States over a braking system
defect,
causing
concerns
that a brake fuel leak could
potentially lead to a fire. The
recall, which was reported by
U.S. media, includes Maxima
sedans, from 2016 through
2018, Infiniti QX60 luxury
crossover from 2017 to 2019,
Murano SUVs from 2015 to
2018 and Pathfinder SUVs
from 2017 to 2019, the filing
showed. (Reuters)
***
The
consumer
rights
advocacy group recently filed a
complaint with the Philippine
Competition
Commission
alleging
petroleum
price
fixing, cartel, and collusion
among 15 oil companies and
the Department of Energy
(DoE).
Laban
Konsyumer
Inc. (LKI) president Vic

Dimagiba filed a complaint
against the oil companies for
allegedly entering into pricing
agreements that substantially
prevents competition in retail
of petroleum products.
“How come even the
biggest companies and small
companies adjust (prices) by
the same amount?”, he said in
a phone interview.
The group cited the
Philippine Competition Law
or Republic Act 10667, which
prohibits pricing agreements
that restrict competition.
LKI also cited Downstream
Oil Industry Deregulation
Law or Republic Act 8479,
which prohibits cartels and
monopolies in the industry.
The complaint was filed
against Chevron Philippines,
Inc., Petron Corp., PTT
Philippines Corp., Pilipinas
Shell Petroleum Corp., Total
Philippines Corp., SeaOil
Philippines, Inc., Phoenix

Petroleum Philippines, Inc.,
Unioil Petroleum Philippines
Inc., Jetti Petroleum Inc.,
Eastern Petroleum Corp., City
Oil Philippines, Inc., Filpride
Energy Corp., Clean Fuels
Philippines, TWA Inc., and
Petrogas Ventures Corp.
Mr.
Dimagiba
also
filed a complaint against
the Department of Energy
for allegedly abetting and
facilitating
price
fixing,
cartel, and collusion by
using a pricing formula that
prevents market competition.
(BusinessWorld)
***
The
Washington-based
World Bank revealed that
the Philippines’ 12 year- old
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program (4 Ps) deserves
to be emulated across the
government’s
development
programs.
In its report, the World
Bank says that the conditional

cash transfers being given
to the poor families have
helped reduce poverty and
income inequality in the
Philippines and maintained
“good targeting accuracy,
progressivity
and
cost
efficiency
in
delivering
assistance to the poor.”
The World Bank report
also noted that based on
its analysis on the 4Ps , it
confirmed that “ it contributes
to
reducing
national
poverty, though its targeting
performance has declined
over time.”
The
report
entitled
“Pantawid
Pamilya
2017
Assessment: An Update of the
Philippine Conditional Cash
Transfer’s
Implementation
Performance” also showed that
the 4Ps slashed nationwide
poverty rate by up to 1.5
percentage points between
2012 and 2015. (Daily Tribune )
(manny rabacal1144@gmail.com)

Public Private Partnership – Road to Development

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

With growing confidence
in governance and the larger
need for capital investment,
the private sector is taking
a keen look in placing much
needed funds for the nation’s
growing economy.
But a
number of skeptics would ask
how would private enterprise
contribute in the development
of the local government
units? What would be the
legal basis? Would their
contribution in terms of
investments would not be put
in waste knowing the political
squabbles and intramural
among government officials
endangering the investment
and setting higher premium of
risk in their hard earn capital.
The National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA), in the Midterm

Update
of
the
Current
Philippine
Development
Plan, defines a PPP as a
contractual
arrangement
between the government and
the private sector to deliver
public infrastructure and/or
public services.” Any binding
relationship between the public
and private sector is thus a PPP.
Business
enterprises
expressed interest to invest
in public infrastructure if
commensurable returns and
security of their investments
are guaranteed. However, the
fear of losing their investment
for political infighting and
intramurals endangers private
initiatives.
Under Republic Act No.
6957 as amended by R.A.
7718 otherwise known as the
BOT law, a private sector can
partner with Government
through a binding contract
between the agencies to
guaranty compliance and
allow private enterprise to
participate in government
infrastructure
activity
in
various area of development.
The PPP concept also
finds support in the Local
Government Code especially
in its Implementing Rules and
Regulations to wit:
Sec. 35. Linkages with
People’s and Non-governmental

Organizations.
—
Local
government units may enter
into joint ventures and such
other cooperative arrangements
with people’s and nongovernmental
organizations
(or the private sector) to engage
in the delivery of certain basic
services,
capability-building
and livelihood projects, and
to develop local enterprises
designed
to
improve
productivity
and
income,
diversity agriculture, spur rural
industrialization,
promote
ecological balance, and enhance
the economic and social well
being of the people.
The
state
likewise
recognizes the indispensable
role of the private sector as the
main engine for the national
growth and development
and
provide
the
most
appropriate incentives to
mobilize private resources for
the purpose of financing the
construction, operation and
maintenance of infrastructure
and development
projects
normally
financed
and
undertaken
by
the
Government.
Lawyer
Alberto
Agra
in his numerous books and
ordinances he drafted for
the local government units
defines PPP as a legally
enforceable contract where

each party assumes specified
functions bears risks, provides
contribution or renders some
obligation, and earns benefits
and revenues from the PPP
arrangement.
The
Build-Build-Build
concept
of
the
present
administration is anchored in
these precepts where private
resources are being mobilized
in order to finance various
government programs and
services. This covers government
agencies, departments, bureaus, office, commissions,
authority, or agency of National
Government, local government
agencies,
Government
owned
and
controlled
corporations,
Government
Financial
Institutions,
and
State Universities. Any local
government unit can enter into
any modality of PPP.
A private firm may enter into
PPP through public bidding or
Swiss challenge.
There are a number of
modalities in the PPP among
those are the Build-Transfer
(BT), Build-Lease Transfer
(BLT),
Build-own-Transfer
(BOT),
Build-Own-Operate
(BOO),Build-Transfer-Operate
(BTO), Contract-Add-Operate
(CAO), Rehabilitate-OperateTransfer (ROT) or any modality
the agency want to engage.

In any of these modalities,
the private sector submits its
proposal to the government
which will in turn study the
viability of the project and
proceed to either public bidding
or through Swiss challenge
method. In public bidding
the Government publish the
proposal for any interested
bidder and publish the proposal
for bidding with the best and
responsive winning the stake.
While in Swiss challenge, the
proposal is first approved and
publish for any interested party
to match the bid. When a bidder
able to submit a comparable
bid, the proponent is given an
opportunity to offer a better bid.
The intricacy of government
operation especially on the
bidding process makes PPP
arrangement more convenient
and easier for the private sector
to participate. Moreover, the
flexibility in the procurement is
addressed in PPP programs.
Public funded and initiated
project for example would
take ages to be implemented
because of a number of
red
tapes
procrastinated
procedure
private
might
not endure. Delays in the
implementation will entail
additional cost and wastage in
resources.
(to be continued)
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Treatment, rehab neglected in war v. illegal drugs

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

This is a revisit of an article
Cebu LegalPedia wrote in an
online newspaper dated May
24, 2014. Let us examine how
far or how short we have come?
“DRUGS and CRIMES
IntheCriminalJusticeSystem,
we have the FIVE PILLARS,
namely:
Law
Enforcement,
Prosecution, Courts, Correction
and the Community.
In the war against Illegal
Drugs we also have the five
pillars,
namely:
Supply
Reduction, Demand Reduction,
International
Cooperation,
Alternative
Development

Program and Treatment and
Rehabilitation.
Treatment
and
Rehabilitation,
just
like
Supply Reduction (arrest and
prosecution of pushers and
manufacturers of drugs), is
an important pillar in the war
against drugs. However, many
of us have become callous and
cold-hearted on addressing the
problem of drug users. There
are those who are vocal in saying
that government just shoot and
ignore the drug users and let
them die of their dependency.
This is easy to say if we do
not see the drug dependents as
human beings or our brothers
and sisters. Treatment and
Rehabilitation Program is the
least of the concern of local
government officials even if
the law (Section 51 of Republic
Act 9165, Anti-Drugs Law of
2002) mandates that every
local government unit shall
appropriate
a
substantial
portion of their annual budget
giving priority to treatment and
rehabilitation.
There are 80 provinces in

the country, with 16 political
regions, yet only 3 provinces
have its own rehabilitation
centers. There are even regions
that have no rehab centers. The
question then is, where do they
place the drug dependents?
These drug users become
the
effective
agents
of
networking or recruiting the
youth as drug users, they do
these by roaming in the streets
and invading the homes, every
minute convincing a person to
become a drug dependent.
The purpose of rehabilitation
is to keep drug users away from
the streets and if possible treat
them of their drug dependency.
Just imagine, if we could put
even just half of all the country’s
drug users (in 2008, the
estimated drug users amounts
to 1.7 million), this would cause
drug syndicates to close shop and
stop their business.
This is so, because to nondrug users drugs such as shabu,
marijuana, cocaine or ecstacy
these are garbage but in the
eyes of a drug user these are
more important than oxygen,

food and water.
Another
challenge
of
Treatment and Rehabilitation
aside
from
accessability,
(in Cebu, there is only one
government rehab center,
that is in Argao built with
the funds of Senator Vicente
Sotto III in the late 1990’s,
and for the female dorm in
Mandaue City, the patients/
residents comes not only from
Central Visayas but from the
other regions of Visayas and
Mindanao) is affordability.
Government
rehab
centers, just like in Cebu, has
a fee of P6,000 per month and
entry fee totaling to P15,000
to P16,000. How could an
ordinary employee afford to
have a son or daughter or his
wife or husband admitted in
a rehab center? Private rehab
centers asks for P20,000 to
P50,000 per month. But this is
not a problem to the rich, in fact
our rehab centers are turning
out to be a drop-in center or a
courtesy booth for rich families.
The cost sharing for the
dependent is P7,000 pesos. The

drug users rose as announced
by President Duterte from 1.7
million in 2008, then 3 million
in 2016, 4 million in 2017 and
now 8 million (2019). The
estimate when the term of the
President ends in 2022 would
be 10 million if there will be no
change of strategy in our war
against illegal drugs.
There is no assurance
that once a drug user will be
admitted in a rehab center, his
dependency will just easily go
away. But the least objective
is to make him/her away from
drugs and prevent him/her
from recruiting another person
to use drugs.
Let us be vigilant and hope
that our national and local
government will see the light
of giving attention and funds
to drug dependency treatment
and rehabilitation, the next
victim may be your own son/
daughter.”
That was the atmosphere
of the country’s state five
years ago. Nothing much has
changed, Cebu still only has one
government rehab center.

Mankind must stop emissions!

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

Humanity
faces
increasingly painful trade-offs
between food security and rising
temperatures within decades
unless it curbs emissions and
stops unsustainable farming
and deforestation, a landmark
climate
assessment
said
Thursday, August 8.
Agence
France-Presse
reported that another warning
about how we treat our planet
and face painful trade-offs
between security and rising
temperatures within decades
came about during a climate
assessment last August.

The
UN’s
Intergovernmental
Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)
warned efforts to limit global
warming while feeding a
booming population could
be wrecked without swift and
sweeping changes to how we
use the land we live off.
Humankind must stop or
curb emissions and stop farming
methods and deforestation
which are not sustainable.
Its report on land use and
climate change and picked
up by Agence France-Presse
highlighted the need to protect
remaining tropical forests
as a bulkhead against future
warming.
But in a stark warning
to those who may hope that
vast reforestation and biofuel
schemes alone can offset
mankind’s
environmental
damage, the report cautioned
that these mega-projects
could endanger food security,
underlining that reducing
emissions will be central to
averting disaster.
“This is a perfect storm.

Limited land, an expanding
human population, and all
wrapped in a suffocating
blanket of climate emergency,”
said Dave Reay, Professor of
Carbon Management at the
University of Edinburgh.
Land is intimately linked
to climate. With its forests,
plants and soil it sucks up
and stores around a third
of all man-made emissions.
Intensive exploitation of these
resources also produces huge
amounts of planet-warming
CO2, methane and nitrous
oxide,
while
agriculture
guzzles up 70 percent of
Earth’s freshwater supply.
As the global population
balloons towards 10 billion
by mid-century, how land is
managed by governments,
industry and farmers will
play a key role in limiting
or accelerating the worst
excesses of climate change.
Trade-offs
With humanity’s failure
to live within Earth’s natural
boundaries, every future choice
facing policymakers struggling

to limit emissions throws up
trade-offs elsewhere.
The IPCC is the world’s
leading authority on climate
change. Last year it warned
that limiting global warming
to 1.5C – the optimal level
aimed for in the Paris climate
deal – would be impossible
without a drastic drawdown in
greenhouse gas emissions.
Meanwhile,
Oceana,
an
international
nongovernmental
agency
whose main concern is the
conservation of our oceans
urge
President
Rodrigo
Duterte to require a very
strong monitoring, control
and surveillance system for
our fishing grounds and waters
to fight illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing.
With two thirds of our
fishing grounds on the verge
of collapsing, a no-nonsense
enforcement of our Fisheries
Code, as amended, is a must.
Likewise,
they
expect
him to include in the priority
legislative measures the creation
of the Department of Fisheries

and Aquatic Resources.
At the rate the destruction
of our fisheries and marine
biodiversity is going and with
the worsening poverty and
hunger among the coastal
and fisherfolk communities,
the group believe that an
independent cabinet portfolio,
separate from the Department
of Agriculture is urgent.
They also appealed to help
our oceans recover to secure
the livelihood of our poor
artisanal fisherfolk and the
needed protein requirements
of Filipinos from our otherwise
rich marine resources.
It is also alarming that
the Philippines ranks as the
world’s third worst plastic
polluter in our oceans.
They concluded their appeal
with a statement declaring
that “We should not rest on
this negative reputation when
we know we can very well
reverse this record.”
We must act now…
or suffer the consequence
‘nasa uwahi ang pagbasol.’
emmanuelbernespina@gmail.com
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MCIA welcomes Air Busan’s Cebu-Incheon service
A water cannon salute
welcomed the inaugural flight
of Air Busan from Incheon
International
Airport
on
November 13, 2019.
The flight arrived at 03:10
p.m. carrying a total of 194
passengers. It also started the
operation of its direct service
from MCIA to Incheon on
the same day at 04:40 pm.
The carrier will operate the
Cebu-Incheon route daily
using Airbus 321-200 with a
195-passenger capacity and
Mono class service.
GMR
MEGAWIDE
Cebu Airport Corporation
(GMCAC), in partnership with
the airport authority, Mactan
Cebu International Airport
Authority (MCIAA), proudly
announced and welcomed Air
Busan’s Cebu-Incheon service

“Air Busan has been a
strong airline partner of MCIA
through the years and we are
glad to welcome their newest
service to Incheon. Korea
remains the top international
market in Cebu, and we proudly
partner with Air Busan, one of
the top carriers in Korea, in
sustaining the growth that we
achieved over the past years,”
spoke a beaming Louie Ferrer,
GMCAC President.
Ferrer
credits
the
partnership with the MCIAA
in stimulating the growth
of the airport these past few
years. “Through the strong
support of the MCIAA, we are
able to provide a robust and
compelling business case to
airlines such as Air Busan that
fuels passenger and airline
growth at MCIA which greatly

benefits tourists and travelling
Filipinos,” he stated.
Suzette
Mae
AgoniaTacocong, Air Busan Cebu
Branch Manager said, Air
Busan has been in service for
the past nine years in Cebu
with only Busan-Cebu-Busan
as its destination. As part
of the company’s growth,
“we are eyeing to expand
business opportunities by
opening various schedules to
customers, and one of them
is by providing an additional
service to Cebu at the Incheon
Airport, which is known to be
the largest airport in Korea”.
“Being the major gateway
of travel in Korea, the influx
of travelers will surely make
a good business output.”. We
are excited to offer this service
because it’s a daily noontime

An aircraft from Air Busan is the newest service from Incheon International Airport in South Korea to MactanCebu International Airport (MCIA).

CNU-VSMMC College of Medicine: first ever
state-funded medical college in Central Visayas
The
Cebu
Normal
University - Vicente Sotto
Memorial Medical Center
College of Medicine (CNUVSMMC College of Medicine)
will soon address the current
shortage of medical doctors in
the region.
VSMMC medical chief Dr.
Gerardo Aquino Jr., through a
letter sent to Presidential
Assistant for the Visayas
Secretary
Michael
Lloyd
Dino, revealed that they have
already appeared before the
CHED Technical Committee
for Medical Education as part

of the application process.
Dr. Aquino stated in the
letter that they target to begin
classes in August 2020 at
the Medical Center’s Cancer
Center while they await for
the approval of the budget
allocation under the General
Appropriation Act (GAA) in
the coming years.
Dr. Aquino also added that
they have already complied
with all the documentary
requirements needed for
establishing the said College
of Medicine.
Dino
expressed
his

support to the creation of the
medical facility.
He sent a letter to
Dr.
Prospero
De
Vera
III, Chairperson of the
Commission
on
Higher
Education stating that this
news is welcome development
and his office acknowledges
the lack of health professionals
serving the rural areas due
to opportunities offered by
the urban areas in terms of
medical practice and lifestyle
preferences.
“With the establishment
of a medical state college we

flight hence, travelers can get
a good connecting time from
Cebu to other destinations in
the world,” said Tacocong
Currently,
Air
Busan
offers 6 domestic routes
and 32 international routes
(including Incheon – Cebu).
The airline also has plans to
continuously expand their
route to Japan, China,
Southeast Asia, Northeast
Asia and, in Guam.
Increasing passenger
volume
MCIA closed the third
quarter of this year with a
total of 9.5 million passengers
comprised of 6.3 million
domestic passengers and
3.2
million
international
passengers. GMCAC is on
track to meet its 12.8 millionpassenger target this year. For
the full year of 2018, MCIA
brought in a total of 11.5
million passengers compared
to just 6.9 million in 2014.
GMCAC President Louie
Ferrer said, “For these first five
years, we have seen strong,

positive growth at MCIA, most
notably in connectivity and
passenger traffic and we were
able achieve this through the
strong support of our partners
and stakeholders. Together
with the MCIAA, the Cebuano
community, and our partners,
we will continue to transform
the MCIA into a main hub in
Southeast Asia.”
He also said that the
new challenge for GMCAC
growing outbound traffic to
destinations like Korea. “Our
inbound traffic from Korea
remains strong, but we are
also exploring ways to help
increase Filipino traffic going
to Korea. We want to promote
tourism to these countries as
well,” he stated.
Currently,
MCIA
is
connected to 23 international
destinations from only 7 at
handover in 2014; and 28
domestic destinations from 23
in 2014. The airport also has a
total of 26 partner carriers –
nine Philippine-based and 17
foreign airline partners

can steadily close the gap of
the doctor patient ratio that
is ideal for the primary health
care of the country especially
for public health in the
countryside,” reads the letter
of Secretary Dino.
Secretary Dino likewise
sent a letter to Commission on
Higher Education Chairperson
Dr. Prospero De Vera III, stating
that “this office acknowledges
the lack of health professionals
serving the rural areas due
to opportunities offered by
the urban areas in terms of
medical practice and lifestyle
preferences.”
“With the establishment
of a medical state college we
can steadily close the gap of
the doctor patient ratio that

is ideal for the primary health
care of the country especially
for public health in the
countryside,” reads the letter
of Secretary Dino.
The
5-year
straight
program of Doctor of Medicine
with Masters in Public Health
Governance degree will surely
produce doctors who are not
only experts in delivering
patient care services but also
transformative leaders in
health governance positive
outcomes in our public health
sector. In Central alone,
the doctor-client ratio is at
1:28,341, far from the ideal
1:100 for Primary Health
Care service, the focus of the
Universal Health Care (UHC)
Act.
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For taxing ‘sin’ products to promote
health, Ph grabs WHO’s attention
The Philippines’ effort to
slap higher excise taxes on
alcohol and tobacco products
has caught the attention of the
World Health Organization
(WHO).
WHO has described the
country’s sin tax measures
as an international model
for cost-effective promotion
of health and reduction of
non-communicable diseases
(NCD).
This
government’s

earmarking of excise taxes
on alcohol, tobacco, and
nicotine vapor products for
implementing
Universal
Health Care (UHC) makes
the Philippines “a forerunner
in allocating sin tax revenue
to health programmes,” the
WHO report added.
According to the WHO
report, most of these policy
interventions are also WHO
best buys: that is, effective
interventions with a cost–

effectiveness ratio of less than
or equal to 100 international
dollars per disability-adjusted
life-year averted in low- and
middle-income countries.
The WHO report comes as
the Departments of Finance
(DOF) and of Health (DOH)
jointly push for the urgent
passage of Senate Bill (SB)
No. 1074, which significantly
raises ‘sin’ tax rates on
alcohol, heated tobacco, and
e-cigarette products.

Subscribe to IPOs, go PSE EASY
Investors mow have a more accessible way
to subscribe to Initial Public Offering (IPO).
The Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE)
launched a mobile application for its initial
public offering (IPO) subscription platform,
making it easier for regular investors to get
into maiden offerings.
The PSE said that the PSE Electronic
Allocation System (PSE EASy) can now
be downloaded through Google Play for
Android users. The mobile app for iOS users
will be available soon in the Apple Store.
“We are pleased to provide investors a

more accessible way to subscribe to IPOs.
After a one-time registration on the PSE EASy
website, LSIs (local small investors) can use
the app to subscribe to shares whenever there
is an IPO,” said PSE President Ramon Monzon.
Prior to this year, investors had to go
to Metro Manila and access LSI kiosks to
subscribe to shares of companies holding IPOs.
“For now, the website and app are for
subscription purposes of IPOs only. We hope
to maximize this digital solution to incorporate
a payment facility and to utilize the platform
for other types of offerings,” Monzon said.

DOLE 7 holds PROJECT ANGEL TREE
The Department of Labor
and Employment Region 7
(DOLE 7) recently carried out
PROJECT ANGEL TREE last
November 22, 2019 at Looc
gym in Mandaue City.
Project Angel Tree, a
yearly activity of DOLE,
is a component of DOLE
Child
Labor
Prevention
and Elimination Program
which provides an array of
social
services
including
food, clothing, educational
assistance and school supplies,
even work and livelihood
opportunities for the child
laborers and their families.
This is made available
by the agency’s sponsors or
benefactors (“angels”) with the
aim of preventing child labor and
eventually eliminating the same.
DOLE 7 is in full force to
make sure that services are
rendered even beyond the call
of duty.
Speaking in behalf of DOLE
7 Regional Director was Tri City
Field Office Chief Emannuel
Ferrer who explained to the

New Restaurants in Cebu
Plaza Premium Lounge
Mactan
Level 1, International, Pre Departure, Terminal 2, Mactan Cebu
International Airport, Mactan, Lapu-Lapu City
CUISINES: Asian
COST FOR TWO:PHP3600
HOURS: 24 Hours (Mon-Sun)
Blossom Milktea
Guadalupe
V. Rama Avenue, Guadalupe, Cebu City
CUISINES: Beverages, Tea
COST FOR TWO:PHP200
HOURS: (Mon-Sun)
DelRey’s Kitchen
Banilad
Gov. M. Cuenco Avenue, Sto. Nino Village, Beside Ministop,
Banilad, Cebu City
CUISINES: Filipino
COST FOR TWO:PHP400
HOURS: 10am – 2pm, 5pm – 9pm (Mon),10am – 2pm, 3pm...
Bari-Uma Ramen
Ayala Center Cebu, Cebu Business Park, Cebu City
Ground Floor, The Terraces, Ayala Center Cebu, Cebu Business
Park, Cebu City
CUISINES: Ramen, Japanese
COST FOR TWO:PHP1300
HOURS: 11am – 10pm (Mon-Sun)
BeJess Restaurant
San Roque
MJ Cuenco Street, Acrosss Plaza Independencia, San Roque,
Cebu City
CUISINES: Filipino
COST FOR TWO:PHP700
HOURS: Closed (Mon),3pm – 10pm (Tue-Sun)
The CoffeeLAB Inc
Tipolo
JamesTown Mandaue, Mantawi Drive, Tipolo, Mandaue City
CUISINES: Coffee, Beverages
COST FOR TWO:PHP500
HOURS: 10am – 11pm (Mon-Sun)

Participants of Project Angel Tree 2019

participants what Project Angel
Tree is all about.
Project Angel Tree 2019 was
participated in by barangays
Paknaan, Umapad, Guizo,
Opao, Mantuyong, Labogon,
Tipolo and Subangdaku, all of
Mandaie City.
DOLE 7 has profiled 927
children at risk in these eight
participating barangays.
Mandaue City Councilors
Cynthia Remedio and Jun del
Mar represented Mandaue
City Mayor Jonas Cortes.
Also present were Looc Brgy

Captain Allan Siazon, Opao
Brgy Captain Allan Frias and
Subangdaku Brgy Captain/
ABC President Ernie Manatad.
Sponsors
who
painstakingly took the time
for their resources to be
available include World Vision
Advocacy, Bidlisiw Foundation,
Daredemo Hero Inc., JJ and
J
Construction,
Qualfon,
General Milling Corporation and
Youthlinks Archdiocese of Cebu.
Labor
Inspector
Grace
Caroline Baquero was this
year’s host of the activity.

Appa Coffee
Kamputhaw
Ground Floor, Our Mother of Perpetual Succour Specialty
Building, Gorordo Avenue, Kamputhaw, Cebu City
CUISINES: Coffee, Beverages, Desserts
COST FOR TWO:PHP400
HOURS: (Mon-Sun)
Precious Tea House
Minglanilla
Second Floor, Sellihca Building, 301 Kingswood Street,
Minglanilla, Cebu
CUISINES: Beverages, Tea
COST FOR TWO:PHP200
HOURS: 11am – 9pm (Mon-Sun)
Lloyd’s Coffee
Minglanilla
Belmont One, Calajo-an, Minglanilla, Cebu
CUISINES: Coffee, American
COST FOR TWO:PHP400
HOURS: 9am – 10pm (Mon-Sun)

Cebu Business Week

November 18 - November 24, 2019

9

BUSINESS

Consolacion, Cebu seat of 130-feet Divine Mercy Shrine
The northern town of
Consolacion, Cebu will soon be
the newest pilgrimage site once
the 130-feet Archdiocesa,n Shrine
of Divine Mercy is completed.
Rising in Barangay Garing,
said shrine will be constructed
in a 6-hectare lot donated by the
family of former Consolacion
Mayor Avelino Gungob Sr.
It will feature an adoration
chapel, adoration spring,
viewing decks, retreat house,
Noah’s ark, garden of Eden,
station of the cross and other
noteworthy sacred locations.
“My children said that we
are neither rich nor poor but
still we have lived a good life.
They said that they will donate
the property for free in honor
of God,” Gungob, Sr. said.
The shrine will also be
part of the preparations for
the upcoming quincentennial
celebration of Christianity in
the Philippines on 2021.
Most Rev. Jose Palma,
Archbishop of Cebu said,
“When we look at the divine
mercy there and then we knew
this is the Santo Niño we have
always loved. We grow in

faith and people know that
this Niño certainly has grown
then and His message all over
the world is mercy.”

The 130-feet Archdiocesan Shrine of Divine Mercy will soon become the newest pilgrimage site in Barangay
Garing, Consolacion, Cebu once it is completed. It will be constructed in a 5-hectare lot donated by the family of
former Consolacion Mayor Avelino Gungob, Sr. in honor of God. Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma believe that the
shrine will make people gtow in faith.

DOLE requires foreign workers
to secure ‘certificate of no objection’
The Department of Labor
and Employment reminds
foreign workers that they
must secure certificates of no
objection to obtain visas to
work in the Philippines.
DOLE announced that
foreigners who want to
work in the Philippines
will be required to secure a
“certificate of no objection”
(CNO) before they could
receive visas and permits from
other government agencies.
A CNO certifies no party
objects to the issuance of a
work-related visa to work
in their desired job in the
Philippines.
According
to
DOLE,
CNOs must be obtained by the
following:
Personnel, participants,
trainees,
professors,
technicians,
and
fellows
entitled to 47(a)(2) or special
non-immigrant visa under
certain entities and programs
of the Codified Visa Rules and
Regulations of 2002 of the

Department of Foreign Affairs
Foreign nationals employed
and/or seconded in a foreign
enterprise that has existing
agreement,
understanding
or document of similar
nature with the Philippine
government agencies
To get a CNO: The applicant
must submit the following
to the DOLE regional office
which has jurisdiction over
their prospective worksite:
Letter of request from the
foreign enterprise or project
implementor
Photocopy
of
passport
bio page and entry visa/
latest admission with valid
authorized stay,Certified true
copy of notarized contract
of
employment
between
the foreign national and its
enterprise
Requests for CNOs may be
denied if the labor department
receives
information
or
objection
against
the
employment of the foreign
national, “misrepresentation

of facts,” false documents,
or “derogatory information”
from the National Intelligence
Coordinating Agency.
However,
scholars,
students, volunteers, and
personnel of International
Organizations entitled to a
special non-immigrant visa,
foreigners exempted under
Section 7 of “The Rules and
Procedures Governing Foreign
Nationals Intending to Work
in the Philippines”, and those
who are required to secure an
Alien Employment Permit are
exempted from CNOs:

Smoking
Kills

DTI warns v. uncertified Xmas lights
The Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) issues a
warning to all retailers against
selling
and
distributing
uncertified Christmas lights.
DTI
Central
Visayas
Director Asteria Caberte said
the agency will be strictly
monitoring the sale of
Christmas lights in the market
to protect consumers from the
hazards posed by uncertified
products. The hazards may
include electric shock and
overheating that often lead
to fire, property damages and
even loss of lives.
Some
unscrupulous
vendors take advantage of
consumers who are low on
budget by enticing them to
buy their cheap products.
She warned traders that
those who are caught selling
and distributing uncertified
Christmas
lights
under
Republic Act (RA) No. 4109
or the Standards Law will be
dealt with severely.
To protect consumers,
the DTI has issued a list of
certified Christmas lights
manufacturers in time for the
Yuletide season.

The list can be viewed at
DTI Bureau of Philippines
Standards (BPS) website,
atwww.bps.dti.gov.ph
and
includes
the
Philippine
Standards (PS) licenses and
Import Commodity Clearances
(ICC) of each manufacturer.
The PS and ICC certificates
are issued to manufacturers or
importers of mandatory products
after they have undergone
checking and inspection for
product standards compliance.
Director Caberte said DTI
has intensified its monitoring
and enforcement activities
across the region even as it
reminds consumers to buy
only Christmas lights certified
by the Bureau of Philippines
Standards (PS) to avoid any
injurious or untoward incident
from happening.
“For the consumers, we
suggest that you look at the
packaging of the Christmas
lights and make sure there’s
a certification seal. We would
always suggest that consumers
go for certified Christmas
lights
with
appropriate
stickers because safety is
paramount,” Caberte said.
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Pole vaulter, Fil-Am to rock Games
Filipino-American athletes
Natalie Uy and Alyana Nicolas
are eyeing for a 1-2 finish
in the women’s pole vault
competitions of the 30th
Southeast Asian Games athletic
competitions.
Uy, the Eastern Michigan
University standout was born
to a Cebuano father.She is now
in Arkansas training under
Sam Bell of the well-known
Arkansas-based Bell Sports.
In the coming SEA Games,
the 24-year-old Uy wants to
match her personal-best of 4.30
meters, which she tallied last
year in Spain.
“I’m just excited to be here.
It’s a dream come true for me
to come here. It’s all worth it

to be here. I love being here.
I’ve been working to come here
for a while, working on my
citizenship and figuring out all
the hurdles to get here, says the
tough UY.”
Nicolas, another Fil-Am
pole vaulter is in San Jose,
California, training under 1991
SEA Games gold medalist,
Fil-Am pole vaulter, Edward
Lasquete.
In the coming SEA Games,
the 24-year-old Uy wants to
match her personal-best of 4.30
meters, which she tallied last
year in Spain.
Like Uy, Nicolas is
thrilled to be representing the
Philippines after moving to the
US since her childhood.

“I was born in Quezon City
but I grew up in Pagsanjan,
Laguna,”
the
24-year-old
vaulter from California State
Northridge said.
“I’m very excited. The
Filipino people here are very
welcoming. It’s really fun to see
everybody working together
and I’m just really excited for all
the people watching us even in
practice. It’s really awesome,”
Nicolas quipped.
Philippine Athletics Track
and Field Association President
Philip Juico said that both
Natalie and Alyana are serious
and hardworking athletes. “I’m
hoping for a 1-2 finish in the
women’s pole vault of the SEA
Games,” Juico said

Young Pinay gymnasts snatch gold in Hungary

Phil Younghusband
retires from football
The most festooned local
football player in modern
history, Phil Younghusband,
32, announced his retirement
from playing.
“I’m hanging up my boots!”
Younghusband said via his
social media account.
Younghusband still played
earlier this year for the national
team, Azkals during the AFC
Asian Cup, the first time the
team made the continental
tournament.
Phil and older brother
James were once members of
Chelsea’s reserve team when a
gamer’s discovery led to their
being referred to the Philippine
Football Federation.
Five years after their Azkals

debut, the Younghusband
brothers became important
members of the national
team that shocked Vietnam
in the 2010 AFF Suzuki Cup,
eventually making football
among the favorite sports of the
Filipinos.
Phil will retire with 52
international goals for the
Azkals, the most by a Philippine
national player.
“We
thank
Phil
Younghusband for his storied
career with the Philippine
Men’s National Team,” said
PFF president Nonong Araneta.
He added that Younghusband’s
“tremendous” contribution to
Philippine football will never be
forgotten.

Breanna Labadan (left), coach Dóra Vass,
and Daniela dela Pisa (right) (Photo from Breanna
Labadan’s Facebook)
Two young Filipina gymnasts took home
gold medals during the Magic Cup Rhythmic
Gymnastics competition in Hungary recently.
Breanna Labadan and Daniela dela Pisa took
the top spot in their respective events making the
Filipinos proud.
Thirteen-year-old Labadan won the gold in the
junior individual all-around event, while 16-yearold dela Pisa conquered the senior individual allaround category.
Dela Pisa, the daughter of former college
basketball star Randy and gymnastics coach Darlene,
will compete in this year’s Southeast Asian Games.
Her win in Hungary boosts her gold medal
chances in the 30th SEAGames from Nov. 30 to
Dec. 11 this year.

Sports icons to inspire Team PH
Filipino sports heroes will undoubtedly
motivate Filipino athletes hurdling for the
30th Southeast Asian Games in the Team
Philippines.
Among them are Olympic boxing medalists
Mansueto ``Onyok’’ Velasco Jr. and Leopoldo
“Pol” Serrantes; Bowling hall of famers Paeng
Nepomuceno and Bong Coo; Track and field
icons Lydia de Vega-Mercado and Elma MurosPosadas and; Asia’s first chess grandmaster
Eugene Torre
“Our athletes are the heart and soul of
the country’s campaign in the Olympics,”
said Team Philippines chef de mission and
Philippine Sports Commission chairman
William I. Ramirez.
Along with Ramirez, Philippine Olympic
Committee president Abraham Tolentino; House
Speaker and Philippine Southeast Asian Games
Organizing Committee chairman Alan Peter

Cayetano; Senator Bong Go, chairman of the
Senate Committee on Sports and; Manila City
Mayor Francisco “Isko Moreno” Domagoso will
rally the athletes including Filipino paralympic
athletes, to carry out the feat.
“With the all-out support of the government,
I’m positive that our athletes will deliver,” said
Ramirez, who also led Team Philippines as
CDM to its first-ever overall title during the
2005 Manila SEAG.
It is predicted that most of the gold for Team
Philippines will come from combat sports such
as taekwondo, boxing, karatedo, judo, jiu-jitsu,
kickboxing, arnis, wushu, wrestling and muay.
Other sources of gold for the country are
expected to derive from aquatics, billiards,
chess, dancesport, triathlon, traditional boat
race, weightlifting, golf and team sports
basketball, softball, baseball, ice hockey and
rugby sevens.

Phil Younghusband (Photo courtesy of PFF)
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Abraham Lincoln probably had a medical condition called Marfans syndrome.
Some of its symptoms are extremely long bones, curved spine, an arm span that is
longer than the person’s height, eye problems, heart problems and very little fat. It
is a rare, inherited condition.
In one day your heart beats 100,000 times.
It has been estimated that the number of actively spoken languages in the world
today is about 6,000.
Monarch caterpillars shed their skin four times before they become a chrysalis,
growing over 2700 times their original size.
The Hindus of India once believed that the Earth was a huge bowl (to keep the
oceans from falling off) held up by giant elephants standing on long pillars. No one
back then ever thought to ask what the pillars were standing on!
The riddles found in all seven (7) issues of Cebu
Business Week can be accessed through t6he Cebu
Business Week Facebook Page. No need to look
for the hard copy of the newspaper. Here are the
instructions:
Visit Cebu Business Week Facebook Page
Choose the issue that you feel you can answer the
Magtigmuay Ta portion.
EMAIL YOUR ANSWERS ONLY, no need to write
the riddles. INDICATE THE ISSUE DATE, YOUR
NAME, ADDRESS AND CONTACT NUMBER.
Send to ultimaxmedcon@gmail.com
This is a FIRST COME FIRST SERVE basis. So,
HURRY UP!
The first five to give the correct answers will be the
winners.
To give chance to others, a person can only win
TWICE
Winners will be notified through Email.
Prizes will be claimed at Cebu Business Week’s
office at Room 310-A,3rd floor, WDC Bldg., corner
P. Burgos St. and Juan Luna Ave., Cebu City (across
Basilica del Santo Niño).
BRING YOUR ID. NO ID, NO PRIZE.
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