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BIR collects add’l P41M
in Cebu with amnesty
Deadline: April 2020 for tax delinquents; 2021 for state tax delinquents
The Bureau of Internal
Revenue Region No. 13Cebu City has successfully
enhanced
its
collection
with the implementation of
Republic Act (RA) 11213 or
the Tax Amnesty Act of 2019.
Claire D. Inciso, Legal
Assistant II of BIR RR13- Cebu
City’s Legal Division, told
Cebu BusinessWeek that the
tax collection agency was able
to collect an aggregate amount
of almost P41-million from
estate taxes and delinquent
accounts for the period May to
August 2019.
Atty. Hector “Boom”
Baronda, chief of BIR 13 legal
division, said the amnesty
deadline for tax delinquency
is set on April 2020 and 2021
for unpaid estate tax.
Baronda said that if a tax
deliquent has a principal tax
obligation of P1 million and
the assessment has reached
P2 million because of interests
and penalties, he will only pay
P400,000.
To recall, the BIR has
issued a Revenue Regulation
(RR) on the implementing
rules and regulations (IRR)
for Republic Act (RA) 11213 or
the Tax Amnesty Act of 2019,
specifically on the provision
governing the processing of
tax amnesty applications on
tax delinquencies.

The BIR’s RR 04-2019,
signed by BIR Commissioner
Caesar
R.
Dulay,
embodies the guidelines
for implementing the tax
amnesty on delinquencies
provision under the Tax
Amnesty Act of 2019.
It states that all persons
with internal revenue tax
liabilities, whether natural
or juridical, covering taxable
year 2017 and prior years,
may avail themselves of the
tax amnesty on delinquencies
within one year from the
effectivity of the RR.
The coverage of the
RR includes: delinquent
accounts with application for
compromise settlement on
the basis of doubtful validity
of the assessment or financial
incapacity of the taxpayer;
whether
the
delinquent
accounts were denied or
still pending at the Regional
Evaluation Board or National
Evaluation Board; delinquent
withholding tax liabilities
arising from nonwithholding
of tax; and delinquent estate
tax liabilities.
It also covers those with
pending criminal cases with
the Department of Justice
(DOJ) or at the courts for tax
evasion and other criminal
offenses, those with final
and executory judgment by

Consul General UHM Won Jae of the Consulate of the Republic of Korea in Cebu
(inset) meets members of the Cebu media to announce the coming “Youth Choir”s
Night” on at 6:00 pm on Oct. 3, 2019 at Marco Polo Plaza. This is a celebratory
concert for the 70th anniversary of the Korea-Philippines Diplomatic Relations,

the courts on or before the
effectivity of the RR, as well
as withholding tax liabilities
of withholding agents arising
from their failure to remit
withheld taxes.
In line with the tax amnesty
rates, delinquent accounts
and assessments, which have
become final and executory,
were set a rate of 40 percent of
the basic tax assessed; those
tax cases subject of final and
executory, judgment by the
courts at 50 percent of the
basic tax assessed; those with
pending criminal cases filed

with the DOJ, 60- percent
rate of the basic tax assessed;
and 100 percent of the basic
tax assessed for withholding
agents who withheld taxes
but failed to remit the same
to the BIR.
“The tax amnesty rate of
100 percent shall apply in
all cases of nonremittance
of withholding taxes…,”
the RR said. RA 11213
seeks to enhance revenue
administration and collection
by granting an amnesty on
all unpaid internal revenue
taxes imposed by the national

government for taxable year
2017 and prior years. This is
with respect to estate tax and
other internal revenue taxes
and tax on delinquencies.
Delinquent
taxpayers
may avail themselves of
the amnesty by filing their
applications at BIR offices,
including Revenue District
Offices where the taxpayer
is registered, the BIR’s large
taxpayer
division
office
for applicants in Cebu and
Davao, as well as in its
Large Taxpayers Collection
Enforcement Division.
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KMME program way to go
The
Department
of
Trade and Industry (DTI),
Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI) and
the Philippine Center on
Entrepreneurship-Go
Negosyo (PCE-GN) jointly
implement
the
Kapatid
Mentor
ME
(KMME)
program.
The program aims to help
micro, small and medium
enterprises develop good
business sense to guide them
in the entrepreneurship
journey.
The KMME 7th batch was
launched
on
Thursday,
September 5, 2019, at the
Azia Suites and Residences
along Rahman Street, Cebu
City.
DTI 7 assistant regional
director Maria Elena Arbon
said the program is now
on its seventh batch of 30
mentees engaged in various
businesses like wearables and
homestyle, processed food,
tourism, health and wellness,
construction, among others.
“We have seen a lot of
success stories. Mentoring is
just a start. You get into DTI
and the chamber and from
there, you get connected to
other programs to move you
forward,” she said.
According to Arbon,
the Cebu KMME program
has produced a total of 160

Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) president Virgilio Espeleta

mentee-graduates since its
inception in October 2016.
CCCI president Virgilio
Espeleta
regarded
the
KMME program, a modular
concept of helping business
owners, a well-thought out
program funded by DTI.
He cited several examples
of KMME graduates who

had succeeded in expanding
their business after they
completed the program.
Espeleta
urged
the
mentees
to
religiously
attend and complete the
12 mentoring sessions that
are done twice a week.
“Whatever you learn here is
just the start,” he said.

Malasakit bill gets endorsement
from House health committee
MANILA, Philippines — The
House of Representatives’
committee
on
health
endorsed a bill that seeks to
put up Malasakit Centers in
public hospitals nationwide.
Quezon Rep. Angelina
Tan, committee chairman
and one of the bill’s authors,
said the establishment of the
centers “will complement the
objectives of the Universal
Health Care law.”
Through these centers,
she said, the poor patients
not covered by the Philippine

Health
Insurance
Corp.
(PhilHealth) program could
seek assistance.
“This proposed measure
intends to reduce, if not
eliminate,
out-of-pocket
expenditures of indigent
patients,
including
nonmedical
expenses
like
transportation,” said Tan.
The Malasakit program
is the advocacy of former
presidential aide and now Sen.
Christopher Go. He has filed a
counterpart bill in the Senate.
Another author of the

bill, deputy speaker and
Pampanga Rep. Aurelio
Gonzales Jr., said the
institutionalization
would
perpetuate Go’s program.
The other authors of the bill
are Luis Raymund Villafuerte
of Camarines Sur, Yedda
Marie Romualdez of party-list
group Tingog Sinirangan, Eric
Yap, Jocelyn Tulfo and Niña
Taduran of ACT-CIS, Majority
Leader Martin Romualdez,
Sol Aragones of Laguna, Raul
del Mar of Cebu City and Ria
Fariñas of Ilocos Norte.

Angara: DA has P1B
to augment budget vs.
African Swine Fever
The
Department
of
Agriculture (DA) has P1
billion in Quick Response
Funds (QRF) under this
year’s Calamity Fund that
it can tap to stop the spread
of the African Swine Fever
(ASF), Sen. Sonny Angara
said last week.
Angara, chairman of the
Senate finance committee,
said government should
now “break the glass of
this emergency fund” and
use it to implement the
DA’s containment protocol
against a disease which
threatens a key food source
that also adds P280 billion
to the economy annually.
“This ASF is by all
accounts a calamity. It
may not have the dramatic
footage that typhoons create,
but in terms of damage
to livelihood, and the
households affected, it is just
as damaging,” Angara said.
Angara said stopping the
spread of ASF must be done
now before it engulfs the
entire industry and endanger
the jobs of tens of thousands
of people.
“If agriculture disasters
like pests, droughts and ASF
are rated, the latter has the
potential of becoming a highcategory calamity, “ Angara
said.

Angara said funding for
anti-ASF measures can be
sourced from the P20 billion
National
Disaster
Risk
Reduction and Management
Fund,
more
commonly
known as the Calamity
Fund, in the General
Appropriations Act for 2020.
Under this fund, the
DA is assigned P1 billion in
QRF, “which by their nature,
should have been forwarddeployed to these agencies.”
It was only on September
10 that the Department
of Budget and Managed
released P82.5 million to the
DA to carry out measures to
“arrest and abate” the spread
of ASF.
Angara noted that 35
percent of the amount
or P32 million will be
spent to boost security
screening measures at the
international airports.
Another P28 million will
go to laboratory testing of
meat and meat products.
“It is good that we’re
strengthening our quarantine
curtains, but what we lack
are funds to fight ASF on
the ground lalo na ngayon
na fully mobilized na ang
mga local governments.
In the future, ito siguro
ang mangangailangan ng
pondo,” he said.
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Fonus: Where Peaceful Rest is a Bonus
A family member who
dies may “Rest in Peace.” But
the family, especially if poor,
finds no rest. This is reality
impoverished majority of
Filipinos.
And yet another grim
reality that smacks right
on our faces is that “dying
is a lucrative business of
the living”. The bereaved
families of the deceased face
another strike of fate as they
are hounded by skyrocketing
cost of caskets and funeral
services. The hearts of the
surviving families seemed to
be stabbed twice as they still
mourn the loss of their loved
ones. Finding a suitable place
for the wake that sometimes
lasts up to two weeks and
the subsequent interment
hurt the pockets of hard-up
families.
But help has come to the
ordinary folks. Cooperatives
are out to rescue them from
“the high cost of dying”.
Nine big-name co-ops
in Cebu province pooled
their investments together
to form a consortium that
would deliver world-class
funeral care service to co-op
members.
The FCFC or Fonus Cebu
Federation of Cooperatives
is led by Fairchild Cebu
Community
Credit
Cooperative. Other members
of the consortium are Lamac
MPC, Mandaue City Market
Vendors
Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (MAVENCO),
Cebu People’s Coop, Sibonga
Multi-Purpose Cooperative,
Camco,
Cordova
MPC,

Cordova Catholic School
Cooperative,
Dumanjug
Cooperative.
Fonus Cebu Federation
of
Cooperatives
applies
the technology used by
Fonus in Sweden. It is a
cooperative owned by more
than 2,300 organizations
and associations. All profits
derived are reinvested in
the business. All activities in
Fonus are quality certified
according to ISO 9001: 2008.
How Fonus came to be
After World War II, “men
in black plundering estates”
who took advantage of the
numerous war dead” was
how newspapers depicted
the Swedish funeral industry
in 1944. So outrageous was
the price of burying the dead
that the debate reached as far
as the Swedish parliament.
The Church of Sweden
approached
Kooperatiba
Forbundit (KF), the Swedish
Cooperative Union, hoping
that the popular movement
could help. And it did,
establishing
Stockholm’s
Funeral Association in 1945
to promote ethical practices
in the funeral industry.
A year later Stockholm’s
Funeral Association opened
its first office. The concept
of a cooperative funeral
agency was spread and not
long after, associations were
established all over the
country. Little more than ten
years later in 1958 the Funeral
Agencies confederation was
founded. The KF supported
both
the
association

Chairperson Ma. Elena “Ellen” Limocon of the FONUS Cebu Federation of Cooperatives signs a memorandum
of agreement (MOA) with the Cocolife insurance. Looking on are: Dario Martinez, Cocolife Regional Head/vice
president; Janet Caldevilla, Cocolife Cebu Territory Manager; and George Lao, Cocolife Cebu agent for MIRO,
Partly hidden is membership division head Jan-Jan Lubanga. Photo by: FONUS Cebu Corporate Secretary Elias O. Baquero

and
its
confederation
organizationally
and
financially.
In 1970 the association
was
re-named
Fonus,
from funus, the Latin
word for funeral. The
association began to glide
independently, with little
support from the KF. Larger,
regional associations were
formed and operations were
centralized.
The NATCCO Network
makes
available
Fonus

brand to other member coops willing to pool their
resources to raise capital for
such an enterprise.
The Cebu consortium has
a captured market of around
100,000 co-op members
belonging to primaries that
established the consortium.
This enterprise has been
more than five years in the
making.
In 2008, upon the
invitation of the Sweden
Cooperative Center (SCC),

Reynaldo
Gandionco
went on an exposure trip
to Stockholm to observe
trends
and
benchmark
Philippine co-op enterprises
in the fields of retail,
housing and funeral care.
The funeral services
sector is a growth area for coops, one in which primaries
cannot only prosper but
also make a lot of difference
for majority of Filipinos- - Easing the burden of death
from the living.

Startup Weekend Cebu women edition goes global

Kyle Mendoza, and Bon
Louie Gimarino will be
helping the teams.
Startup Weekend Cebu is
part of the Startup Weekend
events by Techstars held across
cities around the world during
the month of September.
The event is made
possible
through
the
support of KMC Solutions,
Department of Trade and
Industry, Payoneer, Picnic
Health Philippines, Sole
Searchin, Bubble Tea Station,
Google Business Group-

Cebu, Payruler, The Inspire
Team, Symph, Startechup
Inc, Qavalo, Mynimo, Aspace
Cebu, The Company Cebu,
PRWorks, Ambidextr Media,
Ms. Carly Jasie, and the Third
Team Media.

Startup
Weekend
Cebu
Women
Edition
participants can compete
in an international arena as
the business pitch event goes
global this year.
“This edition is special.
It is not only focused on
uplifting women. We are also
going global,” said Maryanne
Apale, the lead organizer.
Happening
on
September 27-29, 2019

at the KMC Solutions, IT
Park, 54 hours, designers,
developers, marketers, and
startup enthusiasts will
come together to pitch, build
a prototype, present to a
panel of judges, and possibly
launch startups.
A representative of the
winning team will fly to
Singapore for free to compete
with other teams.
“In last year’s women

edition, the winning team
planed to Bali, Indonesia,
and present their winning
idea to the participating
countries in the Asia Pacific.
This year, the event is done
simultaneously worldwide.
The final pitch will be in
Singapore,” Apale added.
Remarkable
women
mentors such as Elaine
Bernice, Laurice Chiongbian,
Timmy de Jesus, Patricia

For more information, you can
contact Startup Weekend Cebu
at 0917 779 9605 or via email at
cebu@startupweekend.
org. You can also visit their
Facebook @swc or website
http://communities.techstars.
com/philippines/cebu/startupweekend/15039.
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A weekly paper about
business? Why Not?
“Help
our
upcoming
Cebu
BusinessWeek,
Sir
Anol.” Ely Baquero
seemed to be pleading
as we sipped a cup of
coffee at Joe Canton’s
Ikina Café over a
month ago. The coffee
shop, located just
across the USC Main
back gate, sits below
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
the PRworks office at
64 Sanciangko Street
in downtown Cebu City.
“I can write a column,” I replied thinking nine years
of helping PRworks, the family business that wife Doris
founded and steered as CEO, should give me insights
into business especially from the PR point of view.
“No, Sir Anol. Can you be the editor,” Ely said.
“Oops,” I said to myself. I have long been accustomed
to relaxed evenings free from the tension of meeting
deadlines and closing the paper at 9pm. (They are
saying it is earlier now)
But Ely has his way of convincing you. Besides, I
reckoned, a 12-page business weekly should be more relaxed
compared to a daily. Why not?
Thus, I found myself putting together the paper’s maiden
issue on a Sunday with Arnel Balansag, our artist.
***
One thing I did not realize when I agreed to edit
this paper, though. Last week was Press Freedom Week
and I would be hard-pressed to finish an upgrade of
PRworksPH.com, the website of PRworks. Meanwhile,
we devoted a lot of time to make the Globe Media
Excellence Awards (GMEA) 2019 a huge success.
Early the next day, I will accompany Doris and
daughter Alya to the 26th PR Congress set on September
24 and 25, 2019 at the SMX Convention Center.
Doris is set to present a situationer about media
and the PR terrain in the Visayas and Mindanao in a
breakout session.
After the talk, she will rush to Bacolod City for
the Ford Media Drive while I will stay for the rest of
the assembly of the country’s top public relations
practitioners and agencies.
***
I will be in thick of preparations for the second issue
of Cebu BusinessWeek upon my return.
Thus, I thought, this column won’t have time for indepth insights and discussions. I decided to just scan
business developments during the week. So, Weekly
Scan indeed.

Weekly Scan

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK

Editorial

Welcome Cebu BusinessWeek!
Cebu
BusinessWeek
is a weekly business and
tourism newspaper packed
with trendy, insightful and
informative content.
This weekly provides you
with a reading alternative
far from the gory and
screaming
headlines
of
front pages of local and
national newspapers. It
avoids news about illegal
drugs,
criminality,
and
sensationalism. The readers
already have their fill of
these events from the local
national and social media.
Add to that the slew of fake
news.
With so much negativity
around us, we don’t need to
add one more medium to
the fray. We need something
spurs POSITIVITY. We need

Atty. Gerardo Carillo

to move forward.
The means to do this
is a vehicle that propels us
to sources of development
and venues to enrich the
readers’ creativity, intensify
their
business
acumen
and
curiosity,
heighten
productivity and discover
the ways to develop their
potentials as entrepreneurs.
Cebu City, the metropolis
and Cebu province have
so much to offer -- from its
rich culture and history to
the breathtaking scenery
and the untapped sources
of livelihood and business
opportunities--- all awaiting
discovery and development.
Cebu
BusinessWeek
ventures to answer this
craving and strives to be the
bridge that connects people

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Chairman

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

to opportunities and advance
our economy. We may not be
able to give solutions to every
woe, but we could be the
key that unlocks the portal
leading to the solution.
The change that we
desire and work for cannot
be achieved overnight. But
with steady consistent pace,
lots of perseverance and
fortitude, we will arrive at
the goal we have set. Add
to that the support from
government
and
nongovernment agencies and
private institutions; we can
empower everyone and lift
their spirits to move forward.
This is our humble
contribution to building
a resilient economy by
producing
self-sufficient
citizenry.

Cebu Business Week is published every
Monday by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc.
All contents of this newspaper will go online
every Wednesday of the week.

Room 308,3rd floor WDC Bldg.
Osmeña Blvd., Cebu City
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Birth pangs

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

With a very short
incubation period, the Cebu
BusinessWeek saw its birth
with this maiden issue.
Staffed by veteran and young
journalists, the paper will
come out weekly.
And as with any other
endeavor, the birth pangs
expected was brief and notso-telling.
It also coincides with the
culmination of the 27th Press
Freedom Week.
September
is
also
designated
Kapisanan
ng mga Broadcasters sa
Pilipinas (KBP) month.

It is always the ardent
wish of the organizers that
start-ups would succeed.
That is the thing we at Cebu
BusinessWeek
certainly
hope so. The perception of
the reading public would be
the singular benchmark if
the paper would be accepted
or not. And adhering to
the tenets of responsible
journalism, we hope to attain
the success we are aiming
for.
The
publication
is
based in Cebu and would
concentrate on the business
aspects of our fair city. It
would also carry news on
environment, art, education,
culture, sports, history,
among others, as they
become relevant in our
reporting the news, on a
weekly basis.
***
The timing of the
publication is timely with the
report that inflation rate or
its rise thereof is at its lowest
in recent months.
Trading Economics.com

reported that annual inflation
rate fell to a near three-year
low of 1.7 percent in August
2019 from 2.4 percent in
the previous month but
above market expectations
of 1.8 percent. Food inflation
reached its lowest in nearly
four years while housing
inflation slowed and transport
prices fell.
Year-on-year,
prices
of food and non-alcoholic
beverages increased by 0.6
percent in August, slowing
markedly from a 1.9 percent
rise in July. It was the lowest
food inflation since October
2015, owing to prices of rice
which posted its biggest
slump so far this year (-5.2
percent), amid a supply
surge after volume limits for
imported rice were removed
with the Rice Tariffication
Law that was enacted last
February. Prices also fell
for corn (-3.7 percent),
sugar, jam, honey (-2.9
percent), and vegetables
(-1.4 percent). Conversely,
cost rose further for food

products,
N.E.C
(6.6
percent); meat (3.5 percent);
other cereals, flours, cereal
preparation, bread, pasta
and other bakery products
(3.2 percent); fish (2.8
percent); meat (2.5 percent);
and oils & fats (1.8 percent).
Also, inflation eased for
housing, water, electricity,
gas and other fuels (1.8
percent vs 2.2 percent);
health (3.1 percent vs 3.2
percent); recreation and
culture (1.8 percent vs 3.2
percent), and restaurant
and miscellaneous goods
and services (3.2 percent vs
3.3 percent).
In addition, transport
prices fell (-0.2 percent vs
0.7 percent).
With this scenario, the
cover price of the Cebu
Business Week won’t make a
dent on one’s pocket with the
report that the economy is on
the rebound.
Anyway, congratulations
to the Board of Directors and
the Editorial Staff of Cebu
Business Week.

Philippine Senatorial Districts

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

The
Philippine
Senate is a product of an
American Legislation. It
was Congressman William
Atkinson Jones of the State
of Virginia that authored the
“Philippine Autonomy Act of
1916” more known after him,
the “Jones Law”.
The law created the
governmental
structure
and served as a pseudo
constitution
of
the
nation while we were
ruled by the Americans
through
an
American

Governor General. The law
reformatted the Philippine
Congress
which
was
strictly unicameral with the
creation of the Philippine
Legislature in 1907.
The Jones Law created
the Philippine Senate which
had its first election on
October 3, 1916 and convened
on October 16, 1916. The
country was divided into 12
Senatorial Districts, with
each district having its own 2
Senators.
The first six districts
represented the provinces
of Luzon while the last six
districts were composed of
the provinces of Visayas and
Mindanao.
The
7th
Senatorial
District was composed of the
Provinces of Capiz and Iloilo.
The following year (1917)
Romblon was separated
from Capiz and became an
additional province.
The
8th
Senatorial
District was composed of
the Provinces of Negros

Occidental, Negros Oriental
and Palawan (geographically
Palawan is part of the Visayas
yet the framers of the 1987
Constitution made it part of
Region IV).
The
9th
Senatorial
District was composed of
the Provinces of Leyte and
Samar. Among those elected
in the district were Senators
Esteban Singzon, Francisco
Enage, Jose Ma. Veloso (of
San Isidro, Leyte), Tomas
Gomez, Pastor Salazar and
Jose D. Avelino (he became
the 1st Senate President of
the Third Republic of the
Philippines, from May 25,
1946 to Feb. 21, 1949).
The
10th
Senatorial
District was composed of
Cebu. The only senatorial
district composed of a lone
province. The first two
senators elected representing
the district were Senator
Celestino Rodriguez and
Filemon Yap Sotto, the
Grand Uncle of Senate
President Vicente C. Sotto

III (the only descendant of
a pioneer member of the
senate a century after it was
created).
The
11th
Senatorial
District was composed of the
Provinces of Bohol, Misamis
and Surigao. Nautically,
Bohol and Misamis (divided
into 2 in 1929, Misamis
Oriental
and
Misamis
Occidental).
The
12th
Senatorial
District
composed
of
the provinces within the
Department of Mindanao
and Sulu (Agusan, Bukidnon,
Cotabato, Davao, Lanao,
Sulu and Zamboanga) and
Provinces in Northern Luzon
(Mountain Provinces and
Nueva Vizcaya)
The Senatorial Districts
existed from 1916 and
abolished in 1935 with
the passage of the 1935
Constitution.
It
was
reestablished in 1941, but
this time the Senators were
elected at large instead of by
districts.

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Creba
meet set
Chamber of Real Estate
and Builders’ Associations
Inc. (Creba) is gearing up for
its 28th National Convention
and Housing Expo next
month. This year’s team: “A
Home for Every Filipino: 10
Million Homes by 2040.”
Every October is declared by
the government as “National
Housing Month.”
Global energy prices
spiked last Sept. 16, after an
attack on key oil facilities
in Saudi Arabia caused the
worst disruption to the world
supplies on record.
Small-time
pork
suppliers in Cebu are already
feeling the impact of the
heightened regulations on
pork and pork products from
outside the province, which
is reputed to be the lechon
capital of the Philippines.
To improve the global
business competitiveness of
the country, the Anti-Rad
Tape Authority (Arta) urged
businesses and individuals
to report any violations of
the Ease of Doing Business
and Efficient Delivery of
Government Services Law.
As of Aug. 27, 2019, the Arta
received a total of 595 new
complaints and, of these
complaints 83.36 percent or
496 have been encoded in the
complaints database.
The
Philippine
Stock
Exchange Inc. (PSE) has
given the go signal to coconut
products
maker
Axelum
Resources
Corporation
“AXLM” and homeware store
company AllHome Corporation
“Home” to undertake an intial
public offering (IPO). The
scheduled offer period of AXLM
and Home are from Sept. 24 –
30, 2019 and Sept. 30 to Oct. 4,
respectively.
(msr1144@yahoo.com)
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Good conduct allowance: bane or bone

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Much has been said
about the GCTA or Good
Conduct Time Allowance in
the recent days. In fact the
Senate keeps its hands full
of the investigation on the
anomaly surrounding the
implementation of the law.
Netizens are pouring out
their critiques and floods
social media with shares
and comments especially
when reports of release of
controversial of convicts
former
Mayor
Antonio
Sanchez and
the Chiong
sisters saw print in the media.
They were aghast in total
disbelief how the severity
of the law was maimed by
the law’s proviso. It’s an
antipathy of the government
to grant release when law
enforcers and victims labored
for justice in bringing the
culprits to the fold of law.
Unfortunately, had the
issue wasn’t brought to light,
we wouldn’t know that the
law was passed more that
six years ago when it was
signed by the then President
Benigno Aquino on May
29, 2013. Whats GCTA
anyway…..
The
GCTA
(Good
Conduct Time Allowance)
law allows for a reduction
of sentences of Persons
Deprived
of
Liberties
(PDLs), depending on how
well they abide by rules and
regulations inside “any penal
institution, rehabilitation, or
detention center or any other
local jail.”
I.
Computation
of
sentence under the revised
penal code
This may be the reason
why
Antonio
Sanchez,
former mayor of Palawan

Laguna, might be realeased
after only serving 25 years of
imprisonment, instead of 40.
In 1995 he was convicted
guilty for the rape of UPLB
Student Eileen Sarmenta
and the double murder of
Allan Gomez in 1993. He also
ordered the assassination
of Palawan political figure
Nelson Penalosa and his son
Rickson Penalosa in 1991.
For all these crimes he
was sentenced to a total of 9
counts of reclusion perpetua.
One term of reclusion
perpetua is equal to 40 years of
imprisonment, but according
to the law, Mayor Sanchez
cannot be imprisoned for 360
years. The Revised Penal Code
provides:
-000Notwithstanding
the
provisions of the rule next
preceding, the maximum
duration of the convict’s
sentence shall not be more
than three-fold the length
of time corresponding to the
most severe of the penalties
imposed upon him. No other
penalty to which he may
be liable shall be inflicted
after the sum total of those
imposed equals the same
maximum period. Such
maximum
period
shall
in no case exceed forty
years. (Emphasis supplied)
-000In other words, if a
person is sentenced to two
or more penalties, those
shall be served successively
but it shall not exceed three
times the length of the most
severe penalty.
In the case, of Mayor
Sanchez, who was sentenced
to 9 counts of 40 years
imprisonment,
he
was
sentenced to 9 counts of a
crime prescribing 40 years
imprisonment, you will serve
that successively, and 40
multiplied by 3 is 120 years,
however, Article 70 provides
that the maximum period
shall in no case exceed 40
years. So even though Mayor
Sanchez supposedly had to
serve 9 counts, he was made to
serve a term of imprisonment
for 40 years.
II. Applying the Good Conduct

and Time Allowance law
Now, because of the
GCTA, persons deprived
of liberties effectively and
dramatically reduce the
sentence to a huge degree,
as R.A. 105920 provides as
follows:
Section 3. Article 97 of the
same Act is hereby further
amended to read as follows:
“ART. 97. Allowance for good
conduct. – The good conduct
of any offender qualified
for credit for preventive
imprisonment pursuant to
Article 29 of this Code, or
of any convicted prisoner
in any penal institution,
rehabilitation or detention

center or any other local
jail shall entitle him to the
following deductions from
the period of his sentence:
1. During the first two
years of imprisonment, he
shall be allowed a deduction
of twenty days for each
month of good behavior
during detention;
2. During the third to the
fifth year, inclusive, of his
imprisonment, he shall
be allowed a reduction of
twenty-three days for each
month of good behavior
during detention;
3.
During the following
years
until
the
tenth
year, inclusive, of his
imprisonment, he shall be

allowed a deduction of
twenty-five days for each
month of good behavior
during detention;
4. During the eleventh
and successive years of his
imprisonment, he shall be
allowed a deduction of thirty
days for each month of good
behavior during detention;
and
5. At any time during the
period of imprisonment,
he
shall
be
allowed
another deduction of fifteen
days, in addition to numbers
one to four hereof, for each
month of study, teaching
or mentoring service time
rendered.
(To be continued)
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DOF Economic Bulletin
on August Inflation
Inflation eased to 1.7% in
August, lower than the 2.4%
price increase in July and the
6.4% in August of last year.
This brings the year-to-date
average price increase to 3%,
the midpoint of the 2-4%
target range.
The decline in inflation
is traced to the lower rate of
increase in the prices of both
food and non-food items.
Rice price, in particular,
clocked its largest year-

on-year decline of 5.2%.
Lower international energy
prices
also
translated
to a decline in domestic
fuel and electricity and
transportation prices.
Inflationary momentum
also appears to be weaker
as shown by the lower core
inflation and month-onmonth price change. Core
inflation eased to 2.9% for
the month while the overall
CPI increased by 0.17%

month-on-month (MOM) in
August, less than the 0.25%
MOM increase in July.
If the MOM price
increase is kept to at most
0.2%, year-on-year price
change will continue its
decline until October before
reverting to the 2% level
starting December.
Table 1 Inflation (Yearon-Year and Month-onMonth) and Contribution to
Inflation by Commodity.

Upcoming Events
TUV Rheinland Philippines, Inc. is cordially inviting
you to their upcoming trainings for Visayas-Mindanao for
the month of September 2019.
Please see list of trainings below with its respective
fees, dates and location. Register 5 participants and get 1
seat for FREE!
For more details, please contact:
Ms. Nadz Nadera
Sales Executive Academy
TÜV Rheinland Philippines Inc.
nadz.nadera@tuv.com
M +63 919 060 3912 • T +63 32 737 5852
5th Japan Education Fair and
Convention- Cebu
TIME Sat Sep 28 2019 at 10:00 am to
05:00 pm

Jellyfish Education Philippines
VENUE SM City Cebu (Official), A.
Soriano Ave. North Reclamation Area,
6014 Cebu City, Cebu, Philippines

Youth For Leadership Summit - Cebu 2019
TIME Sat Sep 28 2019 at 09:00 am to 05:00
pm
VENUE University of the Visayas Main
Campus, 6000 Cebu City, Cebu, Philippine\
CREATED BY Youth for Leadership
Summit
Design Soap: Cold Process Method Demo on
Pour Pull Through Technique
TIME Sat Sep 28 2019 at 08:30 am to 12:00
pm
VENUE Waterfront Cebu City Hotel and
Casino, Salinas Drive, Lahug, 6000 Cebu
City, Cebu, Philippines
Workshop on Bookkeeping and Basic
Accounting for Non-Accountants
TIME Sat Sep 28 2019 at 08:30 am to 04:00
pm
VENUE
Rajah Park Hotel - Cebu, Osmeña Blvd,
6000 Cebu City, Cebu, Philippines
(Speaker: Ms. Juvy E. Camua, CPA, MBA,
UP Consultant, Chief Auditor Camua
and Associates, Professor Miram College,
NU,UST, San Beda, PSBA, Business Owner,
CFO, INTERNATIONAL LICENSED
INSTRUCTOR of LONDON CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (LCCI)

DOF View

Slower inflation will give room for government to aim at
higher GDP growth. Meanwhile, the catch-up plan for
implementing infrastructure projects will boost public
investment growth in the second semester and push the
economy closer to the 6-7% GDP growth goal. PR
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Bojo, Aloguinsan
joins 2018 Top 100
Sustainable
Destinations
Two local municipalities
and one second class
component city in the
Philippines made it to
the
2018
Sustainable
Destinations Top 100.
“The Top 100 initiative
aims to recognize tourism
destinations
that
have
worked hard to make
a difference and take
sustainability
seriously.
Nevertheless, no destination
is fully sustainable. In
all selected destinations
important issues remain to
be solved,” a statement by

Green Destinations read.
The list included Bojo,
Aloguinsan in Cebu; Lio
Estate, El Nido in Palawan;
and San Carlos City in Negros
Occidental.
This was the fourth
time that the Sustainable
Destinations Global Top
100 contest was organized
by 10 leading sustainable
tourism
organizations
and networks. Included
were
100
destinations
from 42 countries, which
were
assessed
based
on critical core criteria

including cultural heritage
conservation,
tourism
policy, waste separation,
nature protection, energy
consumption
reduction,
protection
of
people,
animal ethics, protection
of landscape and scenery,
real estate exploitation,
promoting local products
and services, wastewater
treatment, and respecting
authenticity, among others.
Why Bojo, Aloguinsan
in Cebu deserves a spot on
the list, according to Green
Destinations?

Bojo, Aloguinsan, Cebu Province
Bojo is a fishing village in the Midwestern part of Cebu which is within the biggest
protected marine area in the Philippines.
The destination puts great effort in protecting the nature by implementing various
projects, such as mangrove preservation and restoration projects. It also develops
ecotourism and the local community initiative, the Bojo River Cruise, received an award
for Best Community-based Tourism Initiative in Asia Pacific in the 2015 UN Tourism
INSPIRE Awards.
The Bojo Aloguinsan Ecotourism Association, which runs the river cruise based at
the Bojo River, is committed to sustainable consumption and production. It is guided
by the non-extractive, non-consumptive philosophy. Its mission is to protect the river
and Tanon Strait, attract tourists and earn supplemental income.

Cebu to host Phil Farm
Tourism Conference
With the theme “Building
Community Relationship for
Sustainable
Development
through Farm Tourism,” the
6th Philippine Farm Tourism
Conference will be hosted in
Cebu City from Nov. 6 to 8,
2019. The conference aims
to generate more interest
toward agritourism as an
agribusiness activity to help
achieve food security.
The International School
on Sustainable Tourism
(ISST) is staging the farm
tourism
conference
in
partnership with the Cebu
Alliance of Tour Operation
Specialists Inc., Department
of Tourism, Department of
Agriculture, Department of
Trade and Industry, Cebu
provincial government and
Cebu City government.
ISST President and former
Tourism secretary Mina Gabor
said the conference would
boost the Philippines’ hold as
the leader in agritourism and
ecotourism in Southeast Asia.
ISST is based in Silang, Cavite.
“Farm tourism is the
business of attracting visitors
and tourists to farm areas,
generally for educational and
recreational purposes, that
encourages economic activity
and can provide both farm
and community income,”
ISST said in a statement.
“The consciousness of

healthy living coupled with a
growing sense of wanderlust
and thirst for new experiences
has led people to rediscover
agriculture through farm
tourism. This is a welcome
change in an industry where
the average age of the farmer
is 56 years old,” it added.
Among the conference
topics
that
would
be
discussed by experts are:
success stories from farm
tourism communities; edible
landscaping in farm tourism;
ways to attract more of the
youth into farming; tourism
potential of urban farms;
preservation of natural and
cultural heritage through
farm tourism; farm tourism
and food security; and
animals in farm tourism.

ISST President and former
Tourism secretary Mina Gabor
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
A snail can sleep for three years.
The flea can jump 350 times its
body length.
It is physically impossible for
pigs to look up at the sky.
The king of hearts is the only
king without a mustache.

Thirty-five percent of the people who
use personal ads for dating are already
married.
It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes
open.
Butterflies taste with
their feet.
Elephants are the
only animals that
can’t jump.

The sentence: “The quick brown fox jumps over
the lazy dog” uses every letter of the alphabet.
Apples are more efficient at waking you up in the
morning than caffeine.

MAGTIGMUAY TA!
Kon hayag ikaw ubanan, kon ngitngit ikaw
biyaan. ______________
Lingin dili kahel, puti dili papel, halang dili
luy-a, humot dili agua. __________
Gisanggi wala kupti, gidala wala guniti.
_______________
Mulupad walay makina, musiga walay
baterya. _______________
Gilabay ang unod, ang panit giub-ob.
_______________
Bagon ni Iya, bisan putlon di malaya.
_______________
Maayo siya nga panday, maghimo og balay
sulod sa balay. ______________
Nag-una ang troso, ang kable nagpaluyo.
______________
Nindot og lawas, ang tiyan buslot; taas ang liog,
naa sa gawas ang gusok. ______________
Kon maghayang magkulob, kon magkulob
maghayang. ___________
A handsome prize awaits anyone who can answer
all 10 riddles.
Instructions:
Write your answer opposite each riddle.
Cut the Magtigmuay Ta portion
Enclose it in an envelope with your name, address &
contact no.
Send it to:
Cebu Business Week
Room 310-A, WDC Building
Corner P. Burgos & Juan Luna Sts., Cebu City
Entries will be raffled off and only 5 winners will be
picked.
Names of winners will be published next issue and
notified for the claiming of prize
Winners must bring a valid ID to be able to claim the
prize
There will be a new set of riddles every week.
Persons affiliated with Cebu Business Week and
relatives of any of its personnel are disqualified from
joining.

12 September 23-29, 2019

Cebu Business Week

SPORTS

Persons with disability (PWDs) who are in the Philippine dragonboat team account
for fouyr gold medals in the 14th International Dragon Boat Federation (IDBF)
World Nations Championships in Pattaya, Thailand. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Cebu’s pride: World Champion
PADS Dragonboat Racing Team
Philippine
Accessible
Disability
Services,
Inc.
(PADS) Dragonboat Racing
Team of Cebu accounts for
the Philippine Team’s four
gold medals in the 14th
International Dragon Boat
Federation (IDBF) World
Nations Championships held
in in Pattaya, Thailand from
August 20-25, 2019.
Whoever thinks that
a person with disability
(PWD) is a total liability
must think twice. Not
anymore shall a PWD feel
so little in the eyes of the

society. Not anymore will
people look at them with
ridicule and repulsion.
The recent victory of
Cebu’s Philippine Accessible
Disability Services, Inc.
(PADS) Dragonboat Racing
Team claiming their spot as
world champion in the 14th
International Dragon Boat
Federation (IDBF) World
Nations Championships held
in Pattaya, Thailand from
August 20-25, 2019 proved
that being a (PWD) is not a
liability.
They brought home four

I’ve failed over and over
and over again in my life.
and that is why I succeed.

gold medals, two silvers and
four bronze medals,
JP Maunes, PADS team
manager, was ecstatic.
“We
are
totally
overwhelmed right now to
be part of history here at the
IDBF world championships.
It’s a mission accomplished
for the team. It is truly an
honor for us to serve our
country and bring pride
and honor to the Filipino
people. May our victory
give hope and inspiration
to every Filipino despite the
adversaries they are facing

- Michael Jordan

right now,” Maunes said.
The team was a guest
at the 888 News Forum
in Marco Polo Plaza Hotel
last Sept. 10. Team captain
Arnold Balais said the victory
means a lot to them.
“Three years ago we
were just ordinary paddlers;
to reach this stage of
competition is the ultimate
dream of every paddler. We
offer our championship to all
Filipinos and to all PWDs,”
he said.
The team will compete in
France next year.

Fun Run
kicks off
Country Mall
Anniversary
October 27, 2019 is a redletter day as runners kick
off Gaisano Country Mall’s
26th Anniversary with a fun
run in Banilad, Cebu City.
Featuring 21K, 15K, 10K
and 5K runs, all categories will
have both men’s and women’s
divisions with medals and
cash prizes at stake for the
lucky winners in all categories.
Gaisano
Country
Mall operations manager
Charmine Nograles said, the
holding of a Fun Run started
in 2011. This year is bigger
though, as it marks the rebranding of the mall.
The proceeds of the event
go to the Dream Big Project
as this year’s beneficiary.
Registration just started on
September 16.

