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Additional water in 2-3 months, says Daluz
The Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) has
allocated P1.6 billion for the
digging of 40 additional deep
wells to augment the eroding
water supply.
MCWD Board of Director
Chairman Joey Daluz said
the funds came from their
coffer and the wells will be
operational in two to three
months.
He said that these deep
wells will yield from 1,000 to
1,500 cubic meters of water a
day. Granting each well will
produce 1,000 cubic meters
a day, there will be 40,000
cubic meters to augment
the 240,000 cubic meters of
existing water supply.
MCWD needs 580,000
cubic meters of water a day,
but the existing supply is
only 240,000 cubic meters
so that there is a deficit of
340,00 cubic meters.
Daluz said it is just good
that most of big hotels,
subdivisions
and
other
business and commercial
firms have their own private
water supply equivalent to
200,000 cubic meters. He
said that of the 240,000
cubic meters of existing
supply, 180,000 of that is
sourced by MCWD from

Jaclupan and Buhisan while
the other 60,000 is from
bulk water suppliers.
“The poor people from
middle class down, are the
ones affected because they
cannot afford to build their
own wells. The issue becomes
political because once the
poor people cry for water, the
politicians will react,” Daluz
said.
Daluz said that at present,
MCWD has its own sources
of water from Jaclupan,
Talisay City; Buhisan, Cebu
City; and 159 deep wells with

small yields at 1,000 to 1,500
cubic meters of water a day.
Daluz added that while
the cheapest way to source
water is ground extraction,
the problem is that we can
destroy the aquifer resulting
in the intrusion of salty
water.
“There is a big difference
in water demand and actual
supply. In my opinion, if
MCWD cannot serve at
least 80 percent of water
subscribers (middle class to
poverty-stricken families),
the people will revolt.

Daluz said there are
areas which are suspended
for water distribution. There
are areas like Lahug where
there are no water pipe
connections. The water will
just be diverted due to lack of
water supply.
He admitted that there is
really negligence maybe by
MCWD management, board
of directors or employees’
union. But he doesn’t want to
blame any of them.
Daluz said that while the
ground water is the cheapest
source of water, next to

MCWD ChairMan atty. Joey Daluz

it is surface water but the
problem is the lack of big
link.
He said they can build a
P10 billion worth of dam at
90-meter high in Mananga
River which can hold 90,000
cubic meters of rainwater
but it will take seven to eight
years to construct.
“Even if the MCWD
Board will order to start
the construction of that
Mananga
dam.
The
operation will take more
than seven years from now.
So, we have to look for other
water sources where we can
easily supply water to our
consumers,” Daluz said.
He also said that were
have small brooks in the
mountain
barangays,
including that of CotcotLusaran. But the problem is
that it will become muddy
during rainy days.
It is just like the bulk
water from Luyang, Carmen
Cebu which is supplied to
MCWD by the joint venure
of Maynilad Water and Cebu
Provincial Government at
35,000 cubid meters a day.
However, it is useless
during rainy days because it
will become muddy.
Elias O. BaquErO
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Cebu to hold masses online
The parish priest of the
Archdiocesan Shrine of Our
Lady of Lourdes (Lourdes
Shrine) in Punta Princesa,
Cebu City led a penitential
dawn rosary to Virgin Mary
starting last March 14,
2020 to ask the Blessed
Mother for her intercession
to spare Cebu from the
dreaded coronavirus disease
(COVID)-19.
Rev.
Fr.
Randolph
“Randy” Figuracion SDB said
the parishioners may not join
him physically but spiritually
because these are times that
the Lord God has called us to
pray and do something in his
honor.
Figuracion said COVID-19
is alarming in other parts of
the country, although not yet
in Cebu. But he said let us not
wait until it will become worse.
So, we must do the preventive
measures.”
He said that Cebu
Archbishop Jose Palma has
issued pastoral guidelines
as preventive measures to
COVID-19.
Early this week, Palma
issued an order stopping Holy
Masses in churches which will

Fr. Joriz Calza

now be shown online.
Palma
feared
that
parishioners
will
get
COVID-19 transmission when
they go to church, they just
stay at home in the meantime

Give debt relief
BSP urges banks
Bangko
Sentral
ng
Pilipinas (BSP) Governor
Benjamin
Diokno
said
Monday the central bank
“advised” lenders to give debt
relief to borrowers to help
them cope with COVID-19
outbreak.
Diokno said Philippine
banks are “well capitalized
and stable and can absorb
some of this relief.
Banks have to apply for
relief for industries that are
hardest hit by pandemic -airlines, malls, restaurants,
bars, convention centers,
transportation. The Bangko
Sentral
will
“favorably
consider” such applications,
he said.
“We shall have to take
into account the serious
spread of COVID-19, the
consensus is that things
will get worse before it gets
better,” he said.

Diokno said banks were
also advised to waive charges
for online transactions, with
many people advised to work
from home as most places
in the country observe a
one-month-long community
quarantine.
In the same light, Diokno
announced he would cut the
benchmark borrowing rate
by 25 basis points or higher
later this week to fight the
economic fallout of the
epidemic.
Cutting the overnight
borrowing rate by as much
as 50 basis points on
Thursday “will depend on
the discussions,” Diokno
said. The Monetary Board
will also consider lowering
oil prices in the world market
and the Federal Reserve’s
50-basis point cut overnight
will be “huge factor” in the
Philippines’ decision, he said.

and view TV masses.
Figuracion
is
being
assisted at Lourdes Shrine
by Rev. Fr. Joriz Calsa, Rev.
Fr. Arvin Abatayo, Rev. Fr.
Daniel Elemia, Rev. Keith

Belciña and Rev. Fr. George
Militante.
“I’m sure that this is
temporary, and at this time
of crisis, we need to pray
and render sacrifices. We
are within the Lenten season
and we will do fasting,”
Figuracion said.
He said that Lourdes
Shrine is providing sanitizers
to those who are entering
the church. He urged the lay
ministers to wash their hands
before and after their duty.
There is also no more
holy water inside the church
and running water in front of
the Virgin of Lourdes’s image
to ascertain it will not cause
germ propagation.
He said that for the
faithful, there must be no
touching, no contact, no
kissing of saints, and no
kissing of the hands of priests.
“Let us just smile to
greet each other. And let us
observe proper etiquette by
covering our mouths when
sneezing,” Figuracion.
He said that in the
communion, a priest will just
say “Body of Christ,” once
and the lay ministers will

distribute the host in silence
to be likewise received
silently by the communicants
through their hands.
He clarified that the
Catholic Church did not
change its tradition, but they
are doing this in times of
emergency.
“We should observe
social distancing, not because
we don’t like each other, but
as a preventive measure,”
Figuracion said.
He also said that in
the Philippines, only Cebu
continues to hold masses in
churches and there are still
parishioners who attend on
Sundays.
“While masses in the
other parts of the country
are cancelled, we in Cebu
continue to hold it. So, we are
still privileged as prayer is
important especially in times
like this,” Figuracion said.
He cited during the
olden days when people were
thirsty, and Moses prayed to
God who readily gave them
water.
“We will do the same at
this time of difficulties, trying
times, emergency cases. We
will pray to God to stop this
COVID-19 that has affected
the entire world,” Figuracion
said. Elias O. BaquErO

NEA to pour P2.3B
in electrification
The National Electrification
Administration
(NEA) is all set spend
P2.3 billion this year
largely for the sustained
electrification program of
the government.
The agency said under
the General Appropriations
Act (GAA), it has earmarked
about P1.399 billion from its
programmed capital outlay
for sitio energization.
NEA said it will speed up
electrification
initiatives
as that it has more than
2.0 million households to
provide
with
electricity
service until 2022.
NEA Administrator Edgardo
Masongsong
said
the
electrification record in
2019 had been 27-percent
higher versus its target
of
460,000
additional

customer connections for
that particular year.
It was noted that “overall, the
level of energization within
the coverage areas of nonprofit distribution utilities
nationwide is at 95 percent
or 13,625,857 connections
out of 14,335,784 potential
consumers based on the 2015
census.”
It said that 47 percent of
these consumer-connections
or about 6.429 million
are in Luzon; followed by
Visayas with 27 percent
connection level or 3.641
million, whereas Mindanao’s
energization is at 26 percent
or 3.556 million.
On NEA’s account, the
top five provinces with the
highest number of electricity
services-connections
are:
Negros
Occidental
for

616,041; Pangasinan for
561,052;
Batangas
for
512,242; Cebu for 506,580
and Leyte for 452,531.
Masongsong,
however,
emphasized
that
the
challenge moving forward
“is the energization of
the remaining 1,874,709
unserved consumers within
the coverage areas of 121
electric cooperatives across
the country.”
NEA
said the funding
channeled by the national
government
shall
be
mostly
allocated
to
electric cooperatives with
“low electrification rates
– particularly those at
74-percent and below,” but
still with a key requirement
that
they
shall
have
“good project liquidation
performance.”

Gov’t to back workers
deprived of work: DTI
The needs of informal
workers, street sellers and
daily wage earners who fall
under the “no work, no pay”
system will be addressed
during
the
1-month
long quarantine against
COVID-19.
Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez said under the
“enhanced
community
quarantine” that will last
until the middle of April,
only important services such
as banks, supermarkets and
pharmacies will remain

open.
Work
for
nonessential industries as well
as public transportation was
suspended.
“We will have to focus on
the marginalized sector who
also need access to the social
services, we really have to
address those who will be
displaced, most especially
who fall in the of ‘no work, no
pay’ category,” Lopez said.
Releasing
one-month
pay of at least the minimum
wage is presently among
the “prepositioning” being

discussed, he said.
The Department of Social
Welfare and Development
(DSWD) in coordination
with the local government
units down to the Barangay
level will be responsible for
food distribution, Lopez said.
The trade department’s
consumer
protection
group will continue to go
after people who resort to
profiteering and hoarding
during
the
enhanced
community
quarantine
period, Lopez said.

Collaboration versus Covid urged
The
Department
of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) 7 has launched a
more intensive dialogue
with the various Industry
Tripartite Councils (ITCs)
and the Regional Tripartite
Industrial Peace Council
(RTIPC) in Region-7 to help
mitigate the workers and
employers from the effects of
COVID-19,
DOLE-7
Regional
Director
Salome
O.
Siaton
underscores
the
importance of tripartism
– the coming together
of the representatives of
labor, management, and
government
to
discuss
concerns involving various
industries predominantly in
the face of the current severe
threat COVID-19 outbreak to
everyone.
“We believe that sound
industrial relations and
effective social dialogue are
some means to promote
the interest not just of the
workers but also that of
the employers. Now, that
we are confronted with the
phenomenon,
this
kind
of collaboration with our
partner-establishments
is badly needed if we are
to protect workers and
the businesses,” said the
Regional Director.
On February 14 ,
representatives
of
the
ITC in Hotels, Resorts,
Restaurants and Tourism
(HRRT) were convened,

which was followed by the
Board of Trustees (BOTs)
of the RTIPC as well as
representatives of the Cebu
Chamber of Commerce
and the Hotel, Resort &
Restaurant
Association
of Cebu, Inc. (HRRACI)
on 2 March. The ITC in
Education followed suit and
convened for a meeting four
days later.
According to Siaton, the
dialogue conducted among
the different ITCs was needed
where the impact of the
outbreak to businesses and
the workers was extensively
discussed including the
possible measures that could
be potentially used.
Other ITCs will also be
called for a meeting on the
following dates: March 18 ITC in Construction; March
19 - ITC in Bus Transport;
and March 31 - ITC in
Wholesale and Retail.
“Very soon, we will also
be convening the rest of the
ITCs in the Region. This
is high time for all of us
to work together and help
one another. We could not
afford for businesses closing.
We also do not want many
workers getting displaced
from work. In the dialogues
we conducted, the use of a
flexible work arrangements
was brought up and seen as
the most practical measure
that could help preserve
employment,” added the
DOLE-7.

DITO to meet deadlines
despite COVID-19
DITO, the joint venture between Udenna Corp and China
Telecom, had committed to put in place up to 37 percent
coverage with 27 mbps data speed by July despite the
coronavirus outbreak in China.
China Telecom, the partner of Udenna, is based in China.
The third telco was set up to challenge the control of PLDT Inc
and Globe Telecom. It should begin commercial operations
by March 2021 as stated in its license to operate.
Chief technology officer Rodolfo Santiago said, “the
COVID-19 issue is a possible cause of any delay that may
occur. However, we in DITO have enacted measures to ensure
that we meet our deadlines.”
“We in DITO have no cause to invoke force majeure as
we have everything that we need in place to comply with our
commitments,” he said. As of February, DITO built 600 of
the 1,600 towers it committed to set up by July.
The consortium is looking for alternatives as there has
been “some delay” in sourcing materials due to the coronavirus
outbreak, chief administrative officer Adel Tamano earlier
said.
Meanwhile, Atty. Gerardo Carillo, a consultant of the
Cebu City Government, welcome to the entry of a third Telco
to give Filipinos more choice in communication system.
Carillo went to Luzon to inspect the new Telco which he
hope to tie-up with the communication system in Cebu City
barangays. Pr
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Face Masks Sold Out? Make One Using Your Bra

Russian Medicine
Is Russian medicine
more advanced than
the other countries
especially the United
States? This thought
came after I learned that
a Russian company has
been
manufacturing
this over-the-counter
drug called Cicloferon.
Russian Federation
Ambassador
Igor
Weekly Notes
Anatolyevich Khovaev Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
told Cebu media that
they found the antiviral drug effective against the coronavirus disease
COVID-19.
Khovaev said the Russian Federation will be donating
the drug to help the Philippines fight the virus. He said
they have already controlled COVID-19 in Russia.
The drug, according to the Russian Federation
Ambassador Khovaev told the media that Russia has
successfully tried an existing medicine that they had
developed called “Cicloferon” for cough, flu, fever, and
others which they tried on coronavirus patients and
found to be very effective.
“We have no more cases of COVID-19 so far,”
he said. He offered to donate this medicine to the
Philippines and should be considered by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) and the Department of
Health (DOH) as treatment, according to the country’s
procedures and protocols.
“Our medicine is as potent as our weapons,” Khovaev
said. He then reminded Filipinos not to panic because
Russsia is ready to supply the country with the medicine
which is highly effective for treatment of patients infected
with COVID-19.
According to the Russian ambassador, their medicine
technology is quite advanced. In fact, they were the ones
who developed the vaccine against EBOLA in Africa.
For Khovaev, the Philippines must recover from
COVID-19 so the tourism potentials of Cebu and the
country could start attracting Russian tourists. He said
Filipinos can also visit Russia. “Russia is very safe from
the COVID-19 and we are encouraging more Filipinos to
visit Russia.”
Looking at our foreign relations from the PhilippineRussian point-of-view, pursuing an independent foreign
policy is good. We can benefit from the various advanced
technology especially in medicine.
Ambassador Khovaev said aside from medicine
and weapons, the Philippines can also benefit from the
advanced cyber technology.
I think Cebuanos are particularly fortunate because the
Honorary Russian Federation consul to the Philippines is
Armi Lopez Garcia, the wife of Sun.Star’s Sonny Garcia and
belongs to the powerful Garcia clan in Cebu.

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”
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Just when we thought
that we’ve seen the worse
of Covid-19 outbreak, the
coronavirus said ‘Nope!’,
raised its middle finger and
continue to infect more that
110,000 people around the
world to date.
With the virus now
invading European and
American cities, people are
now in panic mode, so we can
be sure to expect more panic
buying (like our friends from
Singapore).

Don’t forget the poor

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

when we implement a
lockdown or community
quarantine.
President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte was not so convincing
last week when he forgot to
mention how he plans to take
care of the poor whose means
of livelihood will be disrupted
for a long time.
Our LGUs must take
up the slack. Carrying out a
community quarantine does
not mean only the use of the
police and the military.
On top of the situation
are our medical experts.
Then the plans should
include medical and related
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sew the straps back into the
cup, making sure that you
can hook them around your
ears for a comfortable fit.
Asahina’s tweet has so far
racked up to 16,000 retweets
and 70,000 likes.
Thanks, to one creative
Japanese, you now need not
spend unnecessary money
for face masks as you can
make your very own from the
comfort of your own home.
(msn news)
oOo
The Department of Interior
and Local Government (DILG)
on Tuesday said Metro Manila
is ready for a 14-day lockdown.
“Yes prepared tayo kon
magkakaroonnang lockdown
(we are prepared for a
lockdown).
We have the Philippine
National Police and the
Armed
Forces
of
the
Philippines to help the local

government units,” DILG
Secretary
Eduardo
Ano
told reporters at the Metro
Manila Council Meeting in
Makati City.
Ano’s statement came
after Albay Rep. Joey Salceda
proposed a lockdown in
Metro Manila to contain the
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) and prevent its
spread in nearby provinces.
But Ano said it was too
early to declare a lockdown
since the country was still in
Code Red Sublevel 1. (Manila
Times)
oOo
Joe Biden presented
himself as president-inwaiting in America’s hour of
need.
After taking command of
the Democratic nominating
race in Tuesday’s primaries,
the former vice president
projected
presidential-

style gravitas, positioning
himself as the antidote to
President Donald Trump’s
in-denial stewardship of
the novel coronavirus crisis
in a strategic pivot towards
November’s election.
Promising to unite his
party and the nation at a
time of deep anxiety, Biden
used the moment to pose as
a competent, compassionate
replacement of the current
commander-in-chief.
Biden’s move at this
particular moment is a
sign of just how much the
pandemic’s arrival on US
shores has transformed
the political environment
and the terrain of the 2020
election in a way that may
soon
mirror
wrenching
changes coming to every day
American life. (CNN)
(mannyrabacal1144@gmail.
com)

The Cebuano influence of Mindanao

Editorial

We may debate how to
call the extreme government
measure – lockdown or
community
quarantine.
However, let us please
remember the poor who earn
enough to buy food for the
family each day.
Disruption
of
their
means of livelihood for 14
days -- how much more a
month -- could be fatally
worse than death because of
the coronavirus disease 2019
or COVID-19.
Thus, we call on the local
governments in Cebu and
neighboring provinces. Don’t
forget the poor especially

Face
masks,
hand
sanitisers and even toilet
paper are now flying off the
shelves, and if you’re in the
market for these items, well
good luck trying to bring
some home.
Don’t worry, a Japanese
model has just taught us how
to make our very own face
masks.
AsahinaYumeno recently
took to twitter to teach people
how to make their very own
face masks using a bra, some
thread and a needle.
According to the stepstep-guide
provided
by
Asahina, you would need to
cut the bra in half.
Then, cut away the back
band, the straps (except for
the one that’s attached to
your ‘mask’) and the hooks.
Once that’s done, you
would need to prep your
needle and your thread and

supplies. But don’t forget
food and other needs of those
who lose their jobs.
We must remember.
While COVID-19 does not
choose its victims by race,
politics, social classes, and
age, there are those who are
more vulnerable.
Healthwise, the older
ones along with those with
pre-existing diseases and
weak immune systems should
be given more attention.
Economically, food and other
basic commodities must be
available to our poor brother
and sisters.
Let us not forget the poor.
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When the Philippines
was sold to the United
States by Spain via the
Treaty of Paris signed on
December 10, 1898, the
Americans officially became
the new colonizers. They
introduced republicanism,
where officials are elected to
represent its constituents.
In 1902, they established the
National Assembly, where
the Representatives (we call
them now as Congressmen)
were elected by districts. In
1916, Congressman William
Atkinson Jones of the State
of Virginia authored the
Philippine Autonomy Act
more known after him, the
Jones Law. It is the law
that created the House of
Senate. The country was then
divided into twelve senatorial
districts.

The 12th Senatorial
District was the only district
where the senators were
not elected by the electorate
of the district but were
appointed by the American
Governor General (from
1899 to 1935, the Philippines
did not have a president
instead it had a governor
general who acted as the
country’s chief executive
who was appointed by the
President of the United
States).
The 12th Senatorial
District was composed of the
Department of Mindanao
and Sulu (consisting of
the provinces of Agusan,
Bukidnon,
Cotabato,
Davao, Lanao, Sulu, and
Zamboanga),
Mountain
Province,
and
Nueva
Vizcaya. It was governed
by a Deputy governor, who
was a Cebuano. He was
the Municipal President of
Argao, Cebu, and his name
was Antonio Minoza. The
appointment of Minoza
started the migration of
Cebuanos to the provinces
covered by the Department
of Mindanao and Sulu.
The Senatorial Districts
existed from 1916 to 1935,
until the passage of the
1935 Constitution, which
abolished the Senate. The

Senate was however revived
when the 1935 Constitution
was amended in 1940, but
this time, the Senators were
elected at large, meaning
the whole country votes for
them.
The Philippine Senate
was created by virtue of the
Philippine Autonomy Act
of 1916 more known as the
Jones Law after its author,
Congressman
William
Atkinson Jones of the State
of Virginia. The country was
divided into 12 senatorial
districts
composed
of
provinces, with each district
electing two senators. The
11th Senatorial District was
composed of the provinces of
Bohol, Surigao and Misamis.
The first to be elected
representing the senatorial
district was Jose A. Clarin. He
was the son of Don Aniceto
Velez Clarin (1st Civilian
Governor of Bohol) of Parian,
Cebu who married a Butalid
of Bohol. Senator Jose Clarin
was a lawyer and was elected
congressman representing
the old 2nd District of Bohol
from 1907 to 1916. He was
a frequent visitor of Cebu
and represented Cebuano
businessmen as legal counsel.
In his honor a municipality
in Misamis Occidental which
he helped to regain its town

status after it was reverted
into a barrio is named
after him, thus the rebirth
of a town called as Clarin.
The dominance of Senator
Clarin in politics encouraged
Bol-anons to migrate to
Mindanao as businessmen,
traders
and
farmers.
Landowners in Mindanao
are dominantly from Visayas
mostly Bol-anons, Ilonggos
and Leytenos. But these
Visayans trace their roots to
Cebu as Lapulapu and his
men scattered to Western
and Eastern Visayas to train
and organize its inhabitants
on how to defend themselves
when
another
foreign
intruder
like
Magellan
(Magallanes) would invade
their islands. Haring Tupas
son of Rajah Humabon also
pursued General Legaspi
after attacking Fort San
Pedro on September 1,
1569. The men of Lapulapu
spread their blood by siring
children so as Haring
Tupas, in fact one of the first
senators representing the
7th Senatorial District, Jose
Altavas (the political mentor
of Manuel Acuna Roxas)
traces its roots to Haring
Tupas.
Another
Cebuano
Congressman
who
transferred to Bohol to

run for the 11th Senatorial
District
was
Troadio
Galicano, a revolutionary
general and lawyer from
Carcar, Cebu. The younger
brother of Senator Galicano
named
Jose
Galicano
served as Carcar Municipal
Councilor. He was the
lyricist of the song, “Sa
Kabukiran” with Marcial
Velez as composer.
Misamis is nautically
adjacent to Bohol, in
fact even today there are
trips from Jagna, Bohol
to Camiguin which used
to be a sub province of
Misamis Oriental. Originally
Misamis used to be one
province, it was in 1929
that it was divided into
two, the Oriental (Cagayan
de Oro City as capital) and
Occidental (Oroquieta City
as capital).
The creation of the
Department of Mindanao
and Sulu in 1914 and the
appointment of the Cebuano
Municipal
President
of
Argao, Antonio Minoza as
Deputy Governor ushered the
migration of the town people
of Argao, its neighboring
towns to Mindanao. The
dominant family names
in politics and business in
Mindanao traces its roots to
Cebu.
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The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Corona
Lockdown
I thought it was just a
scare about the Coronavirus
at first. When the World
Health Organization (WHO)
declared
a
pandemic,
people are now worried and
alarmed.
What
shocked
me
was when Senator Migs
Zubiri announced that he
became positive although

symptomatic.
Actor
Christopher de Leon was also
found positive. This virus
does not choose whether you
are rich or poor. Countries
all over the world began to
wage a war for humanity.
President
Rodrigo
Roa Duterte has declared
a community quarantine
which was later upgraded to a
general quarantine. Recently
he announced the lockdown
of entire Luzon area shutting
it down from the rest of the
country.
Would this decision
augur well with the general
welfare? There is a now
general paranoia among the
people regarding NCov 19.
Nobody is prepared for this.
Not even the richest of the
country like United States of
America, Great Britain, Italy,
France, Russia, Australia,
and Japan. This is something
new to the human race and a
new face of war.
As of this writing, one
patient was found positive
in Mandaue according to
Department of Health (DOH)
7 Director Jaime Bernadas.

The patient, a 65-year-old
man, was tested on March
11 and the result came only
seven days after.
In fact, he is an
anesthesiologist who recently
went to Manila and Cagayan
de Oro.
He was confined in the
hospital and was isolated
from the rest of his relatives.
Fortunately, he has shown
signs of recovery.
Dr. Bernadas explained
that the life cycle of the virus
is around 21 days. It has to
find and transmit to another
human host and survive.
Without that, it will die a
natural death.
This is the reason why
the
President
anchored
his monthlong community
quarantine
in
Luzon.
Thinking aloud that after
the self-quarantine of our
people transmission would
be mitigated and the virus
spread would be prevented.
But the question remains
whether our people are ready
for the sacrifice.
This will hurt the
economy. This will affect

the people’s earnings. There
is no work. Stores will be
closed. Malls will be locked
down. Businesses will be
shut down. Our economy will
bleed.
Yet this chaotic state
poses a challenge. Will we
fight among each other or do
we fight against the spread of
the virus? In this disarray and
seeming uncertainty, there is
an opportunity to rise among
our differences and stand
as one in the fight against
our common yet unforeseen
enemy – NCOV 19.
We shall rise above the
challenge.
Let us not allow panic
to consume us. Let us not
allow grief and frustration to
dictate what we shall do.
We should also think
about the future. After the
health crisis, we will then
face the challenge of reviving
the economy. This means
reviving our businesses so
our workers can return to
work. This means rebuilding
our supply chains for food
and other commodities.
When our people will

have income again, we can
return to what we were doing
before.
But there will be a
difference. Many among us
will grieve for those who
died. Those who got sick will
need to rest and take it easy
for a time. Those without
work and income for a month
will need all the support our
government can provide.
This will mean the
conscientious use of our
resources. The greedy should
stop taking advantage of the
situation. It is better that
they stop on their own than
others discovering later the
crime done at everybody’s
expense.
Let
us
seek
out
compassion and help each
other in this darkest time of
human history. The virus
will test our capacity to care
for each other, to love one
another, and be vigilant for
each other – in other words
it tests our ability to stand as
a Filipino and as a Nation.
The night is always
darkest before the dawn
knowing after that is sunrise.

Coping with Coronavirus

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

The
Civil
Service
Commission
(CSC)
on
March 11, 2020 issued a
memorandum
circular
(MC), adopting the interim
guidelines for alternative
work schemes in government
amid the threat posed by
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19).
A copy of MC 7 released
by CSC on Monday directs
all heads of constitutional
bodies and offices in local
and national governments
to adopt “either or both” the
four-day workweek and shift
work.
In a Philippine News
Agency report, the order

covers
all
government
agencies,
including
constitutional
bodies,
departments, bureaus, and
agencies of the national
government, governmentowned and –controlled
corporations with original
charters, local government
units, and state universities
and colleges.
Under
the
four-day
workweek
arrangement,
public employees’ workweek
is reduced to four days, but
the number of work hours
per day is increased to 10
hours so the total number
of required work hours per
week would not be less than
40 hours.
“The agency shall ensure
that its normal work week is
maintained,” MC 7 read.
The work shift scheme,
meantime, allows the shifting
of government employees, as
long as they are able to meet
the required 40 hours per
week.
MC 7 notes that the
alternative work arrangements should be adopted for
the duration of the state of

public health emergency.
“Agencies may formulate
their internal rules and
regulations
governing
the
implementation
of
the
alternative
work
arrangements in accordance
with these guidelines, which
shall be submitted to the Civil
Service Commission through
the CSC Regional Offices for
records purposes,” it said.
The memorandum takes
effect immediately.
oooooooooo
Despite the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) global
outbreak, Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez on Wednesday
said the Philippines is still
expected to maintain a
positive export performance
this year, according to Azer
Parrocha of PNA.
Lopez
said
exports
covering goods and services
would likely grow by more
or less 1 percent despite a
slowdown brought about by
the deadly disease.
“There will be a slowdown
but hopefully growth will still
be positive.
He explained that the

country’s export performance
might not grow as much as
the expected 1.5 to 2 percent,
but could maintain close to 1
percent growth rate.
He also pointed out
that Hubei province, the
epicenter of the outbreak,
only accounts for 1 percent
of the Philippines’ total trade
with China.
Meanwhile, he expressed
confidence that the Philippine
economy remained resilient.
Philippine exports reached
record high USD70.3 billion
in 2019, from USD69.3
billion in 2018, Lopez earlier
said.
He
said
only
the
Philippines and Vietnam
reported positive export
performance
among
Southeast Asian countries.
Citing the estimates of
the National Economic and
Development
Authority
(NEDA), Lopez said if the
Covid-19
outbreak
will
extend for the entire year,
it will cut gross domestic
product (GDP) growth by up
to 1 percentage point (ppt)
this year.

Possible new supplier
Lopez said the Covid-19
epidemic prompted the
manufacturers to rethink
their overdependence on
suppliers from China and
explore other countries.
He said the shift in the
manufacturing supply chains
amid the outbreak could
benefit the Philippines.
“Countries
are
reconsidering the Philippines
as a new supplier and they
have expressed interest to
open here,” he said.
Experts have said the
Covid-19
outbreak
puts
China’s role as the world’s
leading manufacturer at risk.
“If they are really
thinking of diversifying
(their)
resources
nila,
Philippines is next na
tinitiginan. Maaring hindi
tayo nasa top of mind nila
pero definitely nandun na
tayo sa mga susunod na
nasa isip nila pagdating sa
expansion (We might not
be on top of their minds
but definitely we are next
in line when it comes to
expansion),” he said.
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Cebu media up in arms
vs. free press enemies

Firemen
inspect
houses

Cebu journalists must have their own identity

on “my colleagues in media,
let us set aside whatever
political differences, religious
affiliations we have.
Also present during the
unity meeting was former
Cebu City South Dist.
Councilor Rene Espina,
whose family used to own a
radio station in Cebu City.
The former councilor
then suggested to the media
groups in Cebu to revive
the National Press Club
(NPC) - Cebu chapter. “Kay
kani ilado man gyud ni sa
kaulohan di ba?

THE
Talisay
City
Fire
Department
has
intensified its “Oplan Ligtas
Mamamayan, especially this
month being Fire Prevention
month.
Fire Senior Inspector
Arra Alfajaro, Talisay City
fire Marshall, during the
Kapihan sa Sugbo said that
in this program, they are
conducting house to house
inspection to check on the
electrical wirings and other
factors that can cause fire.
For his part, Fire Sr.
Insp. Matt Riel Pono, chief
Fire Safety Enforcement
Section of the Cebu City Fire
Department, said Oplan
ligtas na mamamayan, is
a national program “nga
atong gicascade paingon sa
grassroots level, paingon
sa mga barangay nga ang
community mismo ang mainvolve.”
Kapihan sa Sugbo is
a two-hour question and
answer program founded
by former Cebu City North
District Rep. Pastor “Jun”
Alcover Jr. And former
Compostela Mayor Richie
Wagas.
The program will teach
the community to always
be careful. They will be
reminded of their social
responsibility. They will be
our partner, Pono said.

KErEs H. avilEs

KErEs H. avilEs

SEVERAL
media
groups in Metro Cebu, led
by Kapihan sa Sugbo, have
expressed their desire to
form a federation to defend
any attempt to suppress
freedom of the press.
Former Cebu City North
Dist Rep. Pastor “Jun” Alcover
Jr., a media man himself, has
called on the unity meeting
among media practitioners
from the different press clubs
in Metro Cebu at Elegant
Circle Inn in Fuente Osmena,
in the light of cyber libel
charges filed by a Cebu City
councilor and a government
official against the former
member of the House.
He said, “ang punto nako
dinhi nga kun kinsa man gani
ang gukoron, dili lang ako,
kinahanglang hiniusa gyud
nato nga suportahan. The
issue here is not about me. It’s
about press freedom under
threat.” (My point here is that
whoever (media practitioner)
is charged in court, not only
me, in the performance of his
duty, must have our united
support.)
My involvement in the
case is just incidental. Just
like our colleague Bobby
Nalzaro of RGMA-dySS.
Every now and then he is also
haled in court by people who

unity MeetinG. Former Cebu City North Dist. Rep. Pastor “Jun” Alcover Jr., (right) insists that Cebuano media
groups must have their own identity, while former Cebu City South Dist. Councilor Eric Espina (with mike) suggests
that Cebu media must revive National Press Club - Cebu chapter. (KERES H. AvilES)

wanted to trample on our
rights to free expression. His
being charged in court for
libel is just incidental. The
issue here is our freedom to
express what’s in our mind in
relation to how our leaders
are handling the affairs of
government.
Alcover, who is one of
the founders of Kapihan sa
Sugbo, (KSS) a media group
with almost 30 members,
is facing cyber libel charges
filed by Atty. Floro Casas,
Cebu City administrator,
and Cebu City North Dist.
Councilor Nina Mabatid.

Yamaha Ace motors
marks 2nd anniversary
THE ACE Cyclemotor
Trading, Inc. has agreed
in principle to be the sole
distributor of Yamaha
motorcycle
units
to
Motor Taxi Cooperative
(Motax).
“We have few initial
talks already regarding
a possible partnership.
There are so many ways
to this. Possibly that they
can purchase motorcycles
from us directly through

the cooperative and then
through the cooperative
they can lease it or they
can finance it to their
members,” Serge Luigi
Estenzo, president of
the company told Cebu
Business Week (CBW).
Estenzo said they will
also accept a cooperative
member who wants to
directly purchase a unit
from them.
KErEs H. avilEs

The former congressman
said the right of a journalist
to write an article or say
something on radio critical of
the President is a clear example
of freedom of the press.
Former
Compostela
Mayor Richie Wagas, who is
Kapihan’s co-founder, said
KSS will do everything to
defend press freedom. Kay ang
atong common ground dinhi is
freedom of the press man.
Whatever resources nga naa
namo dinhi sa KSS amo nang
ihalad sa sagradong kagawasan
sa freedom of the press.
Alcover said he is calling

More riders joining coop
MORE
“habal-habal
riders in Cebu City attended
a pre membership seminar
over the weekend.
Former Cebu City North
Dist. Rep Pastor “Jun”
Alcover Jr., founder of
Motax (Motor taxi), a group
of habal-habal riders in Cebu
City, conducted the seminar.
“These
(habal-habal
riders) are the second or
third batch who want to join
the Motax (motor taxi) Credit

Cooperative that I formed to
make things easier for them,”
Alcover told Cebu Business
Week.
So far, the Motax coop
has now members of close to
3,000, and many more have
signified their interest to
become members, he said.
Alcover said a coop
member can now 1. avail of
a loan 2. will be assisted in
securing a driver’s license
or in registering the motor

bike 3. will now have and
insurance plan, including the
passenger
4. Will have credit line for
motorcycle spare parts 5. can
acquire a new motorcycle on
installment basis 6. a lawyer
is ready to help in court
litigation 7. a coop member
will enjoy a discount from
accredited
gas
station,
and many more privileges,
Alcover said.
KErEs H. avilEs
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StoP Dole out

Use aid to buy dialysis, x-rays

ForMer Dumanjug, Cebu Mayor Nelson Garcia together with actress
Suzette Ranillo at the Kapihan sa Sugbo.

said. (Because they are our
voters next election. That’s
it. But we are not looking for
their future)
He said for the previous
administration
“galmon
nato ang mga seniors para
mobotar nato. Waa nato
galma tungod masakit sila
nga makabayad sila sa
ospital.” ([…let’s] take care of
our seniors so they will vote
for us. We didn’t take care of
them that ones they get sick
they can pay hospital bills.)
The
former
mayor
suggested to use the monthly
financial aid for senior

citizens, which is already
amounting to almost P1B,
to buy dialysis machine,
X-rays and other life-saving
equipment for the elderly.
“Mas maayo pa na kay
sa imong idole out. Wala dili
na molungtad (financial aid).
Ang uban isugal ra, ang uban
iinom ra. Kay sa magbutang
tag hospital kanang P1 billion
a year allocation pwerteng
dakoa na na nga macover sa
mga senior citizens,” Garcia
said.
Garcia
also
asked
former Cebu City North
Dist. Councilor Pastor “Jun”

Globe warns
pranksters

Alcover Jr. to convince
his colleagues to pass a
resolution or enact and
ordinance requiring city
malls to put benches or
chairs for the senior citizens.
The former town mayor
noticed that while there are
benches around malls, but it
will take sometimes before
a senior citizen could find
one because of the very few
benches available.
“So
kining
seniors
tagaan gyud natog privilege
pamutangan
ug
mga
lingkuranan,” he said.
Ikaduha,
ang
atong
naobserbahan diri sa mga
malls, kanang mga kan-anan
way mga comfort rooms (CR).
Palakton tag layo kaayo unya
kita bayang mga senior citizens
magsigi baya tag pangihi.
Molakaw tag layo kaayo unya
waa tay kapahulayan ba nga
duol. Way lingkuranan on the
way to the CR. Ug kun naa
man gani pwerteng layo-a pod
kaayo.
Kinahanglang kadtong
kan-anan nga moserve ug
pila ka lamesa, mandatory
nga mobutang gyud silag
pansayan.

Globe Telecom said
customers should avoid
engaging in “prank” social
media posts offering free
internet credits.
Twitter and Facebook
posts
about
Free
EASYSURF299 from Globe
“is a prank,” said Globe.
“Please do not message
the poster, share the post
or click on the link,” Globe
Telecomsaid.
Consumers
are
encouraged to verify if the
circulating posts originated
from official Globe Telecom
social media accounts, the
telco said. The OFFICIAL
GLOBE TELECOM SOCIAL
MEDIA
ACCOUNTS
is
https://www.globe.com.ph/
help/official-accounts.html]
Cybersecurity experts in
the US warned internet users
of cybercrimes as workers
shift to less secure home
and personal connections in
order to work from home due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Telecommunications
companies
like
Globe
is under the rules and
regulations of the National
Telecommunications
Commission (NTC).
Earlier, NTC 7 Director
Jesus Laureano said Telcos
must police its ranks.

KErEs H. avilEs

Elias O. BaquErO

Malls asked to provide benches along hallways, CRs in restos
INSTEAD of the monthly
dole out, life-saving hospital
equipment is more useful for
senior citizens in Cebu City,
former Dumanjug Mayor
Nelson Garcia said.
Garcia, during Kapihan
sa Sugbo was reacting to
reports that some senior
citizens from nearby towns
to as far as Bohol have
registered their names in
Cebu City to be able to get the
monthly dole out.
The city government has
a yearly allocation of close to
P1 billion for senior citizens
registered in the city.
Kapihan sa Sugbo is a
two-hour no-holds-barred
discussion of pressing issues
of the day. It aired over
dyCM from 10 a.m. to 12
noon and can be viewed live
on FaceBook.
The former town mayor
described the governance
of Cebu City as misdirected
because “it is so focused on
politics.”
“Ang ato man gong
gipukos
diri
puros
pamolitika. Kay botante
nato sunod eleksyon. Mao ra
gyud, pero waa ta maglantaw
sa ilang kaugmaon,” Garcia

DA: P10-B funds for farmers Go: I want to serve
the underserved
THE purpose of Rice
Tariffication Law (RTL) is
to mitigate, if not neutralize,
the effects of imported rice
on the local farmers.
To protect the local
farmers, lawyer Salvador
Deputado,
Department
of Agriculture (DA) 7
regional director, told Cebu
Business Week (CBW) the
government has launched
the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF),
a 10-billion program that
aimed at helping local
farmers become competitive.
In
an
interview,
Deputado said the law
would allow private traders
or companies to import rice
without being subject to
regulation to stabilize prices.
Because
the
rice
production cost of our Asian

neighbors is cheap, so the
imported rice is also cheap,
Deputado said.
While Vietnam’s rice
production cost per kilo is
only P6, ours is a staggering
P12. So, there’s no way we
can compete with Vietnam,
he told CBW.
“Mao na nga kung
gabayad
ka
(irrigation
water), mopalit pa kag
binhi, mosuhol kapag tawo
magtanom, dayon magbayad
pa kag tubig, magbayad pa
kag fertilizer, magbayad pa
kag pesticide, magbayad na
sab kas mga tawo para mo
harvest gasaka-saka gyud
nang production cost nimo
dinha, “Deputado said. (So if
you’re paying everything in
the production cost, the price
of rice will be high.)
In other countries, like

Vietnam, its irrigation water
is free, 50 percent of its
fertilizer is free, 50 percent
of its seeds is free, and they
also have this special kind of
fertilizer, he said.
With the high price of local
rice due to its high production
cost, the DA-7 director said
the government has no other
recourse but to import rice.
Of the P10 billion RCEF
fund, Deputado told CBW
that P5 billion was allotted
for the mechanization, P2
billion for the seeds, another
P2 billion for credit facilities,
and P1 billion for the farmers’
skills training.
By mechanization, the
DA director said, they will
put an end to the primitive
way of farming ---from
planting to harvest.
KErEs H. avilEs

March 16 - March 22, 2020 9

Cebu Business Week

I SERVE the underserved. Diri sa atong probinsya mao
manang akong vision. That’s why I don’t expand in Cebu city.
Robert L. Go, owner of Prince Warehouse Club, Inc., a chain
of retail and wholesale stores based in Cebu City, told Cebu
Business Week when he guested at 888 News Forum that he
goes to smaller towns where he can serve people better and
make a lot of people happy.
Right now, Prince Warehouse is expanding outside of Cebu
and to the rest of Visayas and Mindanao, the retail czar has said.
“I received a lot of thank you notes, when even Department
of Trade and Industry Regional Director Asteria C. Caberte
has thanked me for opening one in Siquijor. Before we came
in, the prices (of basic commodities) are very high, now it’s
half the price,” Go, who is also president of the Philippine
Retailers Association (PRA), said.
“Masa man gyud ning akoa. In the provinces hand to
mouth mana gud na kasagaran. It is the food that they need
to place on the table. (My business is for the masses. Most of
them live in a hand to mouth existence.)
Go said these “common tao” shop everyday because
they don’t have enough money to buy groceries good for one
week’s consumption. KErEs H. avilEs

Fintech to help fund transfers Stop all forms of
amid Covid-19, says GCash religious activities
With restricted mobility
and limited options due to
the enhanced community
quarantine of the whole
island of Luzon and local
lockdowns of other cities and
provinces, Filipinos may opt
to send and receive money to
and from their loved ones via
their mobile phones.
Aside from mobile wallets
being more convenient -as anyone with a mobile
digital finance account could
transfer money anytime
and anywhere -- the use
of financial technology for
fund transfers also supports
the government’s initiative
of keeping people in their
homes.
The government has
declared the spread of
the
novel
coronavirus
(COVID-19) as a national
health
emergency,
with
various
national
and
local
government
units
implementing strict home
quarantine procedures to
stop the further transmission
of the deadly virus.

GCash,
the
leading
mobile
wallet
in
the
Philippines, emphasized that
Filipinos should leverage
a financial ecosystem that
allows them to do more
with less, especially during
emergencies.
“We highly encourage
the use of fintech platforms
for both individuals and
businesses to complement
the initiatives of both the
government and the private
sector. We at GCash vow
to facilitate the swift and
reliable transfer of money
from one mobile account
to another in support of the
collaborative efforts to fight
COVID-19,” GCash President
Anthony Thomas said.
Through their GCash
apps, users may send money
to other GCash users or even
account holders of other
bank accounts and financial
institutions.
Express Send, found
under the Send Money Tile,
allows GCash users to send
money to another GCash

account in real time and for
free. They may also include a
short message to the receiver
when using this feature.
Aside from withdrawing
cash from their digital
wallets,
GCash
account
holders may use their funds
to transact either online
or offline. This further
reduces the need for GCash
users to go out and handle
cash during the enhanced
community quarantine.
Meanwhile,
GCash
account holders may also
transfer funds to almost 40
banks and other financial
institutions through the Bank
Transfer feature. GCash
users simply have to select
the bank of the receiver,
input the receiver’s details
and the amount to be sent,
and click send. This service is
for free and bank transfer is
real time.
Banks and traditional
remittance centers charge
fees for transferring funds.
Some could go as high as
P500. Pr

Cebu Business Month 2020
postponed due to COVID-19
Due to the prevalent
outbreak of the COVID-19,
the Cebu Business Month
management has officially
released
its
statement
postponing the CBM 2020.
With inputs from the
CBM 2020 Team, Executive
Committee and some Past
Presidents, it is prudent for
Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI) to reboot,
restrategize and reschedule
the CBM 2020 amidst
the
Covid-19
pandemic
newly proclaimed by the
World Health Organization
Therefore, events that entail
large gatherings in June
are postponed until further
notice.
The CBM 2020 Team
is currently innovating to
hold activities for June
using the very digital tools/
methods
it
promotes,
a way of accelerating

the use of technology in
engaging participants with
more relevant agenda on
business agility, continuity,
resilience and inclusivity
as emerging opportunities
in the light of current
challenges and needs. This
will involve live streaming
and teleconferencing among
others. If companies are not
into such, let’s BRING IT
ON!
The
opportunity
to
GROW, PROMOTE and
INSPIRE the Cebu business
community is at the heart of
CBM’s value proposition, and
whilst disrupting, the CCCI
feels it is the right decision
to postpone the CBM 2020
to ensure the safety & health
and lives of our stakeholders.
While social distancing
is the current norm, the
CCCI will endeavor a
unique format of CBM

2020 events. It appeals for
everyone’s
understanding
and cooperation.
The CCCI and the CBM
Team trust their partners,
sponsors and eager public to
understand and to continue
participating soon in the
most appropriate time.
Earlier, CCCI Outgoing
President Virgilio “Nonoy”
Espeleta told 888 News
Forum at Marco Polo Plaza
that Cebu Business Month
has
promoted
several
businesses not only in Cebu
but around the country.
Espeleta, who is now the
chairman of the Economic
Development
Committee
(EDC) of the Regional
Development Council (RDC)
said there are programs
under the Cebu Business
Month that promotes the
“Ambisyon Natin 2040” of
President Rodrigo Duterte.

Dr. Bryan Albert Lim, a
Cebuano medical doctor, has
strongly recommended that
church services of all religions
be put on hold for now and
provide services online or
radio, similar to what other
provinces are doing.
“I know that this concerns
our faith. But I don’t think
there is any conflict with faith
and science at this point. As an
infectious disease specialist, I
risk getting infected everyday
from all sorts of infection. But
I continue to do so because of
my strong faith in God, as well
as practicing strict infection
control measures,” said Lim
in his Facebook post.
“Also, I believe that
God has blessed us to be
His instruments. Thus, it is
both our moral and spiritual
obligations to share what we
believe is factual and true,
in order to protect God’s
people. Whether it would
be followed or not, is not on
me. But at least I’ve said my
piece.” Lim said.
Dr. Lim also urged in his

Facebook post for authorities
at Mactan-Cebu International
Airport (MCIA) to announce
each time a flight arrives from
the National Capital Region
(NCR), to practice strict home
quarantine for the next 14 days.
“Social distancing and
home quarantine are our
only hope! Prepare and
protect Cebu!” Dr. Lim said.
Dr. Lim recommended seven
steps to prevent the spread of
COVID in hospitals.
First, do not wear white coats.
Second, Shirts should be
above the elbows.
Third, avoid lanyards for ID.
Fourth, Avoid jewelries
and watches.
Fifth, Ladies or some
very cool dudes must tie their
long hair.
Sixth, Charts should
never be brought to the
rooms, and they should
remain in the nurse’s station
at all times. And
Seventh, pens, phones,
stethoscopes should be cleaned
with alcohol before and after
using. Elias O. BaquErO

The Academe
SOUTH PAWS
to open soon
SOUTH PAWS, SWU PHINMA’s Veterinary Hospital
is opening very soon!
This is very welcome news to our fur-friends and fur-parents.
Meanwhile, as part of the ongoing information drive
about the deadly COVID-19, there is no evidence that pets
can become infected or pass the virus to people. But, it is
still recommended to take some precautionary measures
like always keeping our surroundings clean & sanitized, and
making sure our fur-friends are healthy and in good shape.
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SEC extends deadline
The
Securities
and
Exchange
Commission
(SEC) is giving corporations
affected by the outbreak
of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) more time to
submit their annual and
quarterly reports.
Under
a
new
memorandum
circular
approved on March 12,
affected corporations with
domestic operations only
may file until June 30 their
annual reports (SEC Form
17-A) and/or annual financial
statements for the period
ended December 31, 2019.
For companies with
domestic
and
foreign
operations, the filing period
is extended until June 30
or 60 days from the date of
lifting of travel restrictions
by concerned government
authorities, whichever comes
later. The filing period for
the quarterly reports (SE
Form 17-Q) of publicly listed
companies and registered
issuers of securities for 2020
will accordingly adjust.
Corporations
whose
preparation of financial
statements or completion
of statutory audits are not
affected by the COVID-19
outbreak are required to file
their annual reports and/or
annual financial statements
for the year ended December
31, 2019 within the periods
prescribed under existing
rules and regulations.

“The new coronavirus
disease, COVID-19, has
posed specific challenges to
some Philippine companies
in complying with certain
reportorial requirements,”
SEC Chairperson Emilio B.
Aquino noted.
“For one, the travel
restrictions,
suspension
of
business
operations
and
other
measures
implemented to contain the
spread of COVID-19 have
kept companies, particularly
those with operations in
China and other affected
territories, from gathering all
information or documents
necessary in the preparation
and the subsequent audit
of their annual financial
statements.”
To request for more
time to submit its reports, a
publicly listed corporation

shall submit a written request
to the Commission, through
the Markets and Securities
Regulation
Department,
at least five days before
the deadline of filing. The
submission shall include a
sworn certification signed
by the company’s president
and treasurer to confirm
that its financial year ended
December 31, 2019 and that
it has significant business
operations or subsidiaries in
China and/or other affected
territories, including the
Philippines.
Also, the corporation
shall confirm that the timely
completion of statutory audit
of its financial statements
as of December 31, 2019
has been affected by travel
restrictions, suspension of
business operations and/
or other measures imposed
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by authorities or by the
corporation in response to
the
COVID-19
outbreak.
The company shall submit
a sworn certification by its
external auditor confirming
its operations in China and/
or other affected territories,
as well as the impact of the
COVID-19
outbreak
on
the auditing of its financial
statements. Given the impact
of the delayed release of the
annual reports, the corporation
shall also submit to the SEC an
indicative date for its annual
stockholders’ meeting.
Meanwhile, the corporation shall continuously
observe
its
disclosure
obligations under Republic
Act No. 8799, or The
Securities
Regulation
Code, and Philippine Stock
Exchange’s
Consolidated
Listing and Disclosure Rules.
In the case of a non-publicly
listed corporation, the sworn
certifications signed by its
president and treasurer, and
by its external auditor shall
be attached to their annual
financial statements.
The SEC will continue
to
assess
the
impact
of
COVID-19
on
the
preparation of financial
statements and on the
completion of the statutory
audits of companies. It may
issue appropriate rules and
regulations to address the
concerns that may further
arise. Pr

MCCI appeals
for calm
THE Mandaue Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Inc. (MCCI) appealed to
communities in Cebu to
remain calm in the midst of
the continued spread of the
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19).
In a statement issued
Sunday, March 15, the
MCCI asked the public to
maintain a “certain level of
sobriety amidst the ongoing
pandemic.”
The
statement
read
that “at these critical times,
we discourage hoarding of
goods because it is not only
economically disruptive, it
will also increase the chances
of the virus spreading
because it will limit the
supplies which could have
been distributed and used
by other individuals and
households who also need it.
Our medical institutions and
medical personnel who are
the front liners need them
most.”
The MCCI also called
on its colleagues in the
private sector to speed up
the distribution of critical
goods, such as face masks, to
prevent hoarding.
It also appealed to
concerned
government
agencies to trim down
regulations
and
allow
the private sector to
“efficiently”
distribute
these items in line with
the declaration of a public
health emergency.

FUn TRiVIA
1. The hashtag symbol is technically called an octothorpe.
2. The unicorn is the national animal of Scotland.
3. You can hear a blue whale’s heartbeat from more than 2 miles away.
4. Coca-Cola was the first soft drink in space.
5. About 700 grapes go into one bottle of wine.
6. Fear of the number 13 is called triskaidekaphobia.
7. If Facebook was a country, it would have 1 billion more people than China.

Best Quotes
from Successful People
Don’t play games that you don’t understand,
even if you see lots of other people making
money from them.” — Tony Hsieh, CEO of
Zappos
“Timing, perseverance, and ten years of
trying will eventually make you look like
an overnight success.” — Biz stone, cofounder of Twitter

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Human beings have an innate inner drive
to be autonomous, self-determined and
connected to one another. And, when that
drive is liberated, people achieve more and
live richer lives.” — Daniel Pink, author
“Fortunes are built during the down market
and collected in the up market.” — Jason
Calacanis, founder of lauNCH Ticker

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

CBW readers hold
hard copies of Cebu
Business Week and
enjoyed reading its
contents which are all
positive news. left to
right: Businessman
Mike Jude D. logarta,
Actress Suzette Ranillo
and Former Dumanjug
Mayor Nelson Garcia.

Visit us at unit 302 3rd Floor
Mango Square Mall
or Call us up for your orders
at 0908-662-2226.
Door to door delivery!
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SPORTS

First Pinay boxer joins “No need to postpone”
2020 Tokyo Olympics
tokyo olyMPiCS

Irish Magno aced a
prevailing
win
against
Sumaiya
Qosimova
of
Tajikistan in the box-off
round of the 2020 Asia and
Oceania Olympic boxing
qualifying bout in Amman,
Jordan
on
Wednesday
earning a slot in the 2020
Tokyo Games.
Magno is the first
Filipina boxer to qualify for
the Olympic.
She is now the second
Filipino boxer to lock in a
Japan ticket after Eumir
Marcial, and fourth overall
following gymnast Carlos Yulo
and pole-vaulter EJ Obiena.
Magno
outsmarted
her Tajik opponent with
her stinging left jab before
delivering her right cross.
The judges scored it 5-0 in
favor of the Pinay pincher.
“I’m so very happy I’m
going to the Olympics,”

Magno said. “I just listened
to my coaches, they saw the
fight of my opponent last
time and they studied it.”
She entered the box-offs
of the women’s flyweight

division following her loss
to Mary Kom of India in the
quarterfinals. She opened
the match with a stoppage
victory versus Winnie Yinyin
of Hong Kong.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said it was
not the time for “drastic decisions” over the staging of the
Tokyo Olympics, which has not yet been postponed despite
the deadly coronavirus pandemic.
“The IOC remains fully committed to the Olympic Games
Tokyo 2020, and with more than four months to go before
the Games there is no need for any drastic decisions at this
stage; and any speculation at this moment would be counterproductive,” the IOC said in a statement.
The Tokyo Olympics are scheduled to run between
July 24-August 9, but the year’s biggest sporting event
as is and has not been postponed amid the COVID-19
outbreak.
US President Donald Trump has suggested the Japanese
capital postpone the Olympics for 12 months, although
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe answered that his
country would host the Games as planned and he had no
immediate plan of declaring a state of emergency over the
virus outbreak.
“This is an unprecedented situation for the whole world,
and our thoughts are with all those affected by this crisis,” IOC
president Thomas Bachadded said, adding that “the health
and well-being of all those involved in the preparations for
the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 is our number-one concern.”
“All measures are being taken to safeguard the safety and
interests of athletes, coaches and support teams. We are an
Olympic community; we support one another in good times
and in difficult times. This Olympic solidarity defines us as a
community, Bachadded said.”

