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P1B SENT TO
FIGHT COVID
Cash aid sent to DOTr to fight COVID-19: Napuli
THE Mactan Cebu International Airport Authority
(MCIAA) and the Cebu Port
Authority (CPA) have remitted P1 billion as dividend to
the Department of Transportation (DOTr) for the war
against the coronavirus disease (Covid-19).
This is part of the contribution of the two GOCCs or
government-owned and controlled corporations in the
country’s war to eliminate
COVID 19.
MCIAA Assistant General Manager Glenn Napuli
said the money was remitted
to DOTr last April 8, 2020.
Napuli
said
this
was the second wave of
(Government-Owned
and
Controlled
Corporation
(GOCC) dividend remittance
to DOTr of which the agency
forwarded to the Bureau
of Treasury (BTr) for
immediate use to mitigate
Covid-19 impact.
In early April, Department of Finance (DOF) Secretary Carlos Dominguez III
said BTr received P10 billion
from DOTr as first wave of

its contribution to the fight
against Covid-19.
Dominguez
III
has
thanked DOTr “for taking the
lead among other government agencies supervising
over GOCCs in contributing
to our collective effort to defeat COVID-19.”
These first wave of dividends came from the Manila
International Airport Authority (MIAA), Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) and Philippine
Ports Authority (PPA), which
Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade had ordered to
release their remittances in
advance to the BTr.
GOCCs are required to
declare and remit at least half
of their income as dividends
to the national government
under Republic Act (RA) No.
7656.
The PPA contributed P4
billion in dividends while the
MIAA and CAAP remitted P3
billion each to the BTr, for a
total of P10 billion.
According to Tugade,
the dividends remitted by
the three DOTr agencies will
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greatly help fund the government’s campaign against
COVID-19, as well as other
government projects.
“We are now engaged in
a war against COVID-19 and
the government now needs
to muster every financial
support it can get to contain
and eliminate this deadly
disease. We at the DOTr are
throwing our support to this
effort and to make sure that
we as a country survives to
see victory in this war against

an invisible but very dangerous enemy,” Tugade said.
The newly enacted RA
11469, or the “Bayanihan to
Heal As One Act,” has given
the President special but limited powers to allocate cash,
funds, investments, including unutilized or unreleased
subsidies and transfers, held
by any GOCC for programs to
address the COVID-19 emergency.
DOF estimates show
that over P200 billion in

cash or its equivalent in
various GOCC accounts,
and national government
agencies’ accounts outside
the Treasury Single Account
can be tapped to help finance
the massive funding needed
to implement the provisions
of RA 11469.
These include measures
aimed at protecting and
compensating health workers
and boosting their capability
to fight COVID-19, and to
provide emergency subsidies
to 18 million poor and lowincome households who
lost their sources of income
because of the coronavirusinduced crisis.
Dominguez
earlier
thanked the Congress for
acting quickly during a special session in approving the
Bayanihan Act, which empowers President Duterte
to tap all available state resources to contain the spread
of COVID-19 and provide a
multibillion-peso economic
relief package for vulnerable
sectors most affected by this
global health crisis. PR/ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Cebu prof disputes economic picture
A RESPECTED economics professor, who is also
a retired NEDA official in
Cebu, disputes the economic assessment of the finance
secretary amid the impact
of the coronavirus disease or
COVID 19.
Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez has claimed the
Philippine economy has continued to grow by an average
of 6.4 percent when President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte assumed
the presidency in 2016.
In effect, the economy
will withstand the impact of
COVID 19, the finance secretary said.
Meanwhile, University of
San Carlos professor Fernando “Perry” Fajardo agreed
with Dominguez that GDP
growth average of 6.4 percent was achieved from 2016
up to last year.
However, the former National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
7 assistant regional director
said the economic growth
was very high at 6.9 percent
during the last year of the previous administration in 2016.
“It went down to 6.7 percent in 2017, 6.2 percent in
2018 and 5.9 percent in 2019.

The trend in our GDP growth
is downward even without
the Covid-19,” Fajardo said.
When the Duterte government came to power in
2016, the total government
debt was P6.603 trillion. It
was 5.267 trillion in 2010. On
the other hand, nominal GDP
was P14,480 trillion in 2016
and P9,003 trillion in 2020.
Dominguez said that
when Duterte assumed as
president in 2016, he ordered
them to manage the economy for the welfare of the Filipinos. This means collecting
taxes more efficiently and
use the funds collected conservatively.
As a result, he said, the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) grew an average of
6.4 percent since the new administration took over; and
they achieved the highest tax
collection in 22 years.
The DOF secretary said
there is lower debt to GDP
ratio at 41 percent from 70
percent in the past; inflation
rate now down to 2.5 percent
which is within the 2-4 percent target.
Nevertheless, the university professor explained that
the debt-GDP ratio was only

45.6 percent when former
President Benigno Aquino
III left and 58.5 percent when
former President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo cleared out.
The 70 percent debt-GDP ratio did not occur during the
time of the previous administration, but maybe during
the time of former President
Ferdinand E. Marcos.
In fact, Fajardo said the
Aquino administration was

Cebu City Hall will release
P160 million for seniors
THE Cebu City Government will finally release P160
million for the 80,000 senior
citizens that will cover for the
months of March and April
2020.
Cebu City Councilor
Jerry Guardo said this is
included in the P10.4 billion
2020 annual budget and is
separate from the P1 billion
approved by the City Council
to response the Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19).
Guardo said that while
the Cebu City Government
has distributed relief goods
for the poor households
and low-income families
affected by Covid-19, Mayor
Labella wants to fasttract the
distribution of senior citizens
cash assistance for their
additional family budget.
Earlier,
Vice
Mayor
Michael Rama said that

they got the P1 billion fund
to
implement
Covid-19
measures as part of the P16
billion sale of the proceeds of
South Road Properties (SRP).
For his part, Guardo said
the distribution of senior
citizens cash assistance by
disbursement officers who
who will personally go to the
barangays must be escorted
by law enforcers from the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) and soldiers from
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP).
Of course, this will be done
with the support of barangay
captains and barangay health
workers, who will guide the
disbursement officers.
Meanwhile, Cebu City
Councilor Philiip S. Zafra
has recommended to Mayor
Edgar labella that all senior
citizens who will get cash

assistance must be given
automatic teller machine
card (ATM).
Zafra said he will file an
ordinance to this effect to
give the senior citizens the
dignity of not falling in line
to get their cash assistance or
brave the sun or heavy rain.
Zafra said that if his suggestion for ATM usage even
through an executive order to
be issued by Labella, this can
also be used for receiving amelioration fund, hospitalization
or burial assistance.
Labella is scheduled to
meet all the 80 barangay
captains of Cebu City on
Monday, April 13, 2020,
discuss the distribution of
financial assistance to senior
citizens and amelioration
fund to poor households or
low income families. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

trying to reduce the high
debt-GDP ratio that it inherited from the Arroyo administration which it succeeded
by reducing the budget deficit. High annual budget deficit results in higher level of
government debt.
Dominguez said that
with the Covid-19, he expects
the GDP growth to go down
to zero or minus one percent;
1.2 million people will face

temporary unemployment;
budget deficit to rise beyond
3.2 percent of GDP; public debt will increase from
41 percent to 47 percent of
GDPP but still lower when
compared to our neighbors
where some have up to 80
percent in debt to GDP ratio.
Dominguez also said the
president’s economic team
and Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) had prepared a fiscal and monetary action plan
involving P1.7 trillion, which
is equivalent to 6.29 percent
of our current GDP.
Right now, he stressed,
the president’s economic
team is working on the recovery of the economy, but
before that, they were doing
a survey to assess the actual
damage caused by Covid-19
and the forced lockdown to
viable sectors such as tourism, manufacturing, and
small and big companies.
Dominguez also said
they will continue to borrow
more money to support
the economy. For this, they
are tapping $5.6 billion
in new loans from Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
and World Bank (WB). ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

4Ps needs revalidation
THERE must be proper
coordination and strict revalidation by the Department of
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and Department of Education (DepEd)
oF Pantawid Pampamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps).
Former Mayor Jose “Titing” Esgana of Sta. Fe, Cebu’s
statement stemmed from
complaints that members of
4Ps were immediately given
amelioration fund of P6,000
per family last April 4-5,
2020 by DSWD 7.
DSWD
7
Assistant
Regional Director Shailane
Marie Lucero said there are
293,000 4Ps members in
Central Visayas. They all
received the amelioration
fund as part of the P200
billion from the National
Government
for
about
18 million poor Filipino
households.
Several
sectors
like
senior citizens, Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs) and

other poor families lashed
at DSWD for failure to have
a systematic distribution of
amelioration fund and just
relied on inaccurate lists.
Esgana, who has been a
mayor of Sta. Fe for six years,
wants DSWD and DepEd to
check if the children of 4Ps
families are still schooling
because some are working as
helpers at early age.
“Were those trained by
TESDA (Technical Education
and Skills Development
Authority) already having
jobs? The reason why it
will be hard for DSWD and
barangays to give assistance
during crisis is because their
records are not updated.
The census by Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) is
not a concrete basis because
this was done five years ago.
What about those families
who move in and out of
the barangay or already
died?” Esgana said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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6 pay bail despite ‘no tigbakay’
SIX persons paid their
bail last April 7, 2020 after
police elements of Liloan
town arrested them Saturday
noon (April 4) for allegedly
“willfully, unlawfully, and
feloniously
fail(ing)
to
observe social distancing
from each other, by gathering
together for purposes of
conducting tigbakay.”
Three of the accused
were inside the staff house
of
Leonardo
Transport
compound in Sitio San
Antonio, Barangay Jubay,
Liloan when PSSg Kenneth
Perocho, PSSg Nick-Hell
Tabasa,
PSSg
Wilfred
Distrito, PCPL Jerson Libutlibut suddenly arrived.
The four policemen entered the Leonardo com-

pound gate and barged inside the staff house without
any search or arrest warrant.
Renan Fuentes Monterde
and Jenard Salgado were
preparing lunch. Marlon
Lobgoban Leonardo, who is
a brother of the Leonardo
Transport owner, arrived
a few minutes later after
buying medicines at the
Liloan 360 Pharmacy.
Although there were
no fighting cocks around,
no crowd gathering for a
tigbakay, nor was there any
gambling money, the four
policemen accused the three
of committing tigbakay and
arrested them.
On their way to the police
vehicle, the policemen also
arrested Santini Lizardi,

Jerome Castro Molina, and
Alejandro Abaton Dalmacio
who were inside the gate of
the compound across the
Leonardo compound.
Unknown to the policemen, a CCTV inside the compound where Lizardi, Molina
and Dalmacio were arrested
showed there was no crowd
gathering for a tigbakay.
“The
policemen
were apparently illegally
trespassing and committed
illegal arrests,” said lawyer
Yedah Ylanan.
The Leonardo family
lament
that
policemen
committed this at the height
of the enhanced community
quarantine and illegally used
quarantine guidelines to
arrest Liloan folk.

Transportation expert writes 30
SEVERAL sectors of
the society mourned the
passing a few days ago of
Dr. Primitivo Cal, an expert
in Philippine transportation
and has served the country
in various capacity.
Dr. Cal was also the
former dean of the School
of Urban and Regional
Planning
(SURP)
and
director of the National
Center for Transportation
Studies (NCTS) of the
University of the Philippines,
Diliman, Quezon City.
Dr. Cal served as undersecretary of the then Department of Transportation and
Communication
(DOTC)
during the time of President

DR. PRIMITIVO CAL

Fidel V. Ramos in 1990s. The
DORC secretary at that time
was Jesus “Sonny” Garcia Jr.
He
was
also
the
former president of the
Philippine Institute of Civil

Engineers (PICE). He was
the first president of the
Transportation
Science
Society of the Philippines as
well as its mother society,
the Eastern Asia Society
for Transportation Studies
(EASTS).
Atty. Pachico A. Seares,
the Public and Standard
Editor of Sunstar Cebu,
said that Dr. Cal principally
authored the Micluts’ study
on Metro Cebu’s traffic
problem, which would have
averted much of the mess we
have now.
Seares said the mayors
and lawmakers ignored
the study’s findings and
warnings. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

NO TIGBAKAY. This screengrab of a CCTV footage shows the absence of
people gathering at 11:55 am on April 4, 2020 for purposes of conducting
an illegal cockfight when elements of the Lilo-an police arrived supposedly
to ensure the conduct of any illegal activities. Instead, they entered the
gate of Leonardo Transport without any search or arrest warrant where
they picked up three people. They picked up an additional three people
when they left. The Lilo-an police charged them with allegedly “willfully,
unlawfully, and feloniously fail(ing) to observe social distancing from each
other, by gathering together for purposes of conducting tigbakay.” They
were released only on the afternoon of April 7, 2020 after paying bail.

BDO warns vs
‘verify account’
scam on e-mail
BDO Unibank recently warned its depositors agaonst
an e-mail scam that prompts clients to “verify” their
accounts, as millions remained locked down in their
homes to stop the COVID-19 pandemic.
BDO posted a screenshot of the e-mail scam on its
Facebook page, adding: “Be smarter than a scammer.
BDO will NEVER ask you to verify your account. DO
NOT click links or give login details and your OTP to fake
BDO employees asking to ‘verify’ your account.”
Authorities have alerted the public to stay alert as
hackers could take advantage of the lockdown to prey on
those online.

No more LTO drug test ‘looms’
ANYTIME soon from
now the head of the Land
Transportation Office -7
(LTO) will eventually order
to stop the conduct of drug
test in Central Visayas as a
requirement for application
in the renewal of driver’s
license.
In an interview with
Cebu Business Week (CWB),
lawyer
Paul
Clarence
Oaminal said LTO-7 Regional
Director Alan Caindec has
told him that with or without
the order from the Central
Office the director will stop
the drug test requirement in
renewing a driver’s license.

According to Oaminal,
he was able to talk to Sec.
Galvante and he was told that
the secretary was just waiting
for the order of finality from the
Court of Appeals of its decision.
Oaminal said that when
he and Sen. Vicente Sotto
III were in the Dangerous
Drugs Board (DDB), they
moved for the cancellation of
the conduct of drug test for
driver’s license applicants.
In 2014 when Republic
Act 10586, or the Anti-Drug
Driving Act of 2013 took
effect, the conduct of drug
test was stopped.
But a petitioner, a

farmer, posted a P300,000
bond asking the Toledo City
court to continue the drug
test requirement, he said.
Toledo City Regional
Trial Court Judge Hermes
Montero issued a temporary
injunction
order
then
ordered all LTO offices in
Central Visayas to continue
the conduct of drug test,
while the rest of the country
no longer required it.
Oaminal had filed a case
against Montero’s decision
but the Supreme Court
dismissed the case.
When Mayor Rodrigo
Duterte
assumed
the

presidency, I asked Solicitor
General Joe Calida to file
an appeal against Judge
Montero’s decision, he said.
The Court of Appeals in

Cebu City declared Montero’s
temporary injunction order
as void from the beginning
because RTC has no power.
KERES H. AVILES
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Victims speak out
AN arrest in Lilo-an
town at noon last April
4, a Saturday, and the
reaction of one family
convinced me on the
need for checks and
balances in the conduct
of the police during
this critical time of the
COVID 19 crisis.
Elements of the
Lilo-an police entered
Weekly Notes
the gate barged inside
the staff house of Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
Leonardo
Transport
to arrest the people inside. They also arrested Marlon
Leonardo, brother of the firm’s owner, who arrived a while
later after buying medicine at the nearby 360 pharmacy.
When they got out the gate, they also picked up three
more men from the compound in front of the Leonardo
compound.
The Lilo-an police refused to release the victims and
charges were filed against the six for alleged “willfully,
unlawfully, and feloniously fail(ing) to observe social
distancing from each other, by gathering together for
purposes of conducting tigbakay.”
I was surprised that the police said there was failure
to observe social distancing because they were allegedly
preparing to conduct tigbakay. Those two arrested first
were preparing for lunch inside the staff house. Were
they cooking chicken, sirs?
I asked a lawyer close to Gov. Gwen Garcia and Mayor Christina Garcia Frasco if there is such a violation that
carries with it the punishment of imprisonment. There
is alright. He gave me a copy of the ordinance. But social
distancing should happen outside the house.
The police witnessed nor confiscated fighting cocks
nor any gambling bets. A CCTV footage of a neighboring
compound showed no crowd gathering.
I would have no knowledge of this had the Leonardo
family remained silent maybe because out of fear.
However, they could not stomach what happened. It is
also good that Gov. Garcia and her daughter would know
what alleged shenanigans their policemen are doing.
***
If social distancing is a violation punishable by imprisonment, tens of thousands would be liable for arrests in public
markets especially Carbon and several barangay halls.
But then, Mayor Edgardo Labella should crack the
whip on his incompetent people who fail to instill discipline especially in the markets. As for the barangay halls,
I cannot understand why there are officials who insist on
asking residents to come to them rather than implement
house to house operations.
***
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte should scold the NBI
for going after Mayor Vico Sotto of Pasig and staying
eerily silent on Mayor Sara Duterte of Davao City on the
use of tricycles.
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Extending the quarantine?
Is it worth to already lift
the Enhanced Community
Quarantine here in Cebu and
the rest of Central Visayas?
We in Cebu Business
Week (CBW) are not medical
experts nor scientists. The
decision should be sciencebased and made by experts,
not even by politicians.
Remember the media
events of Cebu City officials
where Mayor Edgardo Labella boasted about the city’s
quarantine center in Barangay Taptap. He allowed himself photographed showing

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

quarantine beds stupidly arranged so close together.
Whatever happened to
this facility mayor? We have
not forgotten.
Nevertheless, the question at hand involves how
long the ECQ should be in
place? The answer depends
on how the present ECQ has
been implemented.
Unfortunately, how local
governments are carrying out
ECQ especially the Cebu City
government is not exactly an
example of capability.
Talking against politics
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and involving the Mayor’s
Information and Liaison
Office (MILO) in barangay
relief operations has created
confusion at the grassroots.
There is also much to be
desired as to implementing
social distancing.
Although
there
is
speculation
of
possible
extensions here in Central
Visayas, we hope the learning
curve of local officials are
short. We hope an improved
implementation of ECQ will
flatten the COVID 19 curve
faster.
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10 people who are richer than Bill Gates

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

When we talk about the
richest people in the world
Bill Gates is among the first
that comes to our mind, but
these 10 people will actually
make Bill Gates look poor.
10. Hosni Mubarak
($70 billion)
The African dictator was
president of Egypt from the
year 1981 to 2011. The world
knows, he is corrupt which
makes him rich as Muammar
Gadaffi. At the height of
corruption, he managed to
save huge money with him.
It was seventy billion dollars
and surely coming in black
makes him disappear from
Forbes or any other whitecollar richest peoples list.

Though, as per source he
is supposed to have $700
billion.
9. Bashar Al-Assad
($122 billion)
The most controversial
dictator politician in the
world will not be wrong
defining the man. The Syria
dictator used the country as
his personal piggy bank. He
caused the country a huge
escalation in deterioration
of the environment. As
per source, he hold $122
billion.
8. Ali Abdullah Saleh
($126 billion)
Ali Abdullah Saleh, the
middle east politician was
president of Yemen for three
decades. He is corrupt and
manipulative but still, after
getting off from power, his
money mining didn’t stop.
He has secret bank accounts
where he supposes to be
hiding $126 billion.
7. Pablo Escobar
($155 billion)
Pablo Escobar was a
drug lord at his worst and
a “robin hood” at its best.
Once reached for the hike,
he accounted to be earning

$66 million in a day. People
call him “robin hood” as he
used to give away a certain
percentage of his earnings.
He was also popular for the
instance where he burnt
two million dollars cash in
winters to keep her daughter
warm. One can say that he
was the richest person with a
heart at least.
6. Kim Jong-Un
($170 billion)
You might not see this
coming! The dictator of
Kim Jong-Un of North
Korea is very well known
for his dictating leadership.
But being a super-rich
leader of the poor country
doesn’t get counted, no, to
mention unfair as well. His
family including his own all
everything in North Korea
and supposed to acquire
wealth of $170 billion.
5. Muammar Gadaffi
($180 billion)
He used to be the
immoral leader of Libya
before he was thrown out.
The huge corruption circle
made him rich. He is known
for his mansions, golden gun
and women bodyguards.

Gadaffi is in charge of the
country and anyone who
dares defy him won’t survive.
He is indeed a man of wealth
and power.
4. Vladimir Putin
($200 billion)
Vladimir Putin is the
richest man on this planet.
He is recorded as the most
powerful person on earth as
according to “Forbes.” Now if
you compare Bill Gates who
has wealth of $80 billion,
is nothing in front of $200
billion.
3. Rothschilds
($2 trillion)
Rothschilds is not a
person but a family but you
will be amazed that every
member of this family is
richer than Bill Gates. The
family is quite popular to
the level of secrecy they
maintain publicly. This does
signifies the conspiracies
they are involved into.
Within last few years, the
evidences has been revealed
this family was involved
in the funding of political
activities around the world.
Their secret meeting said as
“Bilderberg” happens where

they discuss their secret
strategies to earn money like
fortune. They totally hold $2
trillion dollars value among
the family.
2. House of SAUD
($2 – 2.4 trillion)
After Rothschilds, one
can entitle the House of
Saud as the second richest
family in the world. Difficult
to find the richest person
in the world but members
of the House of Saud
individually earns more
than Bill Gates. Their total
worth is around $2 trillion
to $2.4 trillion.
1. Mansa Musa
($400 trillion)
Mansa Musa is said to be
the richest man in the history
of the world. However, he is
not alive now but definitely
worth the list. After all these
richest people exist in the
world, Mansa Musa is way
richer than these other ever.
He has the wealth of more
than $400 trillion. Not much
people know about him but
he was the sultan of the huge
empire in Africa. (Nikhil
Jatte) (mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com)

Magsaysay and the 1955 earthquake

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

This is the Presidential
report dated April 1, 1955:
“The
President
this
morning authorized the release of P200.000 from his
contingent fund for the immediate relief of earthquake
victims in Mindanao and the
Visayas and ordered SWA
Administrator Pacita Madrigal Warns to rush assistance
to the stricken areas.
The President gave the
order promptly upon receiving telegrams from provincial and municipal officials
who reported extensive de-

struction in their respective
localities. The official telegrams which began coming in at 7:00 a.m. reported
widespread panic among the
population and requested
that the Weather Bureau experts be asked to determine
the cause of the quakes.
In response to the
order, Administrator Warns
immediately boarded a plane
this morning and flew to the
stricken regions. She took
along a team of relief workers
and relief goods consisting
of foodstuffs, medicine, and
other supplies.
The President expressed
grave concern over the
mounting loss of lives and
property. He alerted the
Air Force and the Navy to
be ready to transport relief
supplies and materials to the
affected areas. He anxiously
awaited more telegrams
expected to report further on
casualties and destruction
as the effects of the tremors
were ascertained.
The President issued
Proclamation No. 142, de-

claring the existence of a
public calamity in the earthquake-stricken
provinces,
and prepared to fly to the disaster area tomorrow morning to survey the extent of the
damage himself.
The President’s proclamation, invoking the provisions of Act No. 4164. prohibited the hoarding of palay, rice, corn, and building
or construction materials as
well as the sale of these commodities at prices higher by
25 per cent or more than their
average price one month
ago. It authorized Constabulary commanders and police
chiefs in the stricken areas to
seize hoarded stocks or those
sold at profiteering prices.
The places to which the
proclamation applies are Misamis Oriental, Misamis Occidental, Surigao, Lanao, and
the cities of Cagayan de Oro,
Ozamis, Iligan, and Dansalan.
The President said in an
informal press conference
with Malacañang reporters that he planned to fly to
the stricken area tomorrow

morning to look at the situation himself. He also said he
had released an additional
P300.000 from his contingent fund for relief. Added to
the P200,000 which he had
made available earlier immediately upon receiving first
advices of the disaster, this
would make a total release of
P500,000 thus far.
The
President
also
telephoned
Brig.
Gen.
William Lee, U. S. 13th Air
Force Commanding General,
at Clark Field and put in
a request for emergency
assistance from the U. S.
Armed Forces, in the form
of medicines and medical
teams in case the situation
revealed an urgent need for
them. Gen. Lee assured the
President of full support
and assistance from his
command and said he
would even have medicines
flown in from Japan if the
need arose. He further said
medical teams would stand
by immediately in case they
were also needed.
The President thanked

Lee for this generous response
and promised to contact him
again after making a personal
survey of the situation.
Two planes already have
left Manila for the stricken
area on orders of the President. The first carried SWA
Administrator Pacita Madrigal Warns, her assistants,
SWA relief packages, and
two Weather Bureau seismologists, Roman Kintanar
and Wellington Minosa. The
second plane took Army
medical teams composed
of four officers, two nurses,
and eight enlisted men and
a public affairs office team of
two officers and one enlisted
man.
The President also instructed Brig. Gen. Eulogio
Balao, AFP vice-chief of staff,
who was in the 3rd MA, to
proceed immediately to the
stricken region to survey
the situation. The President
directed the 4th MA to take
measures to extend all possible assistance to victims, preserve peace and order, and
help relief teams.”
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List of 4Ps beneficiaries ‘inaccurate’

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The alleged inaccurate
list of Pantawid Pampamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
beneficiaries of the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) was
discovered during the ongoing distribution of amelioration fund for poor households.
To
recall,
President
Rodrigo Duterte announced
that the national government
has allocated P200 billion for
the amelioration of about 18
million poor households or

low-income families.
In a teleconference with
Philippine media, Undersecretary Jonathan Malaya
of the Department of Interior and Local Government
(DILG) said that the amelioration was already downloaded to DSWD last April 3,
2020.
In
a
separate
teleconference of which aired
over DYRC radio last April
6, 2020, DSWD 7 Assistant
Regional Director Shailane
Marie Lucero informed the
public that there are 293,000
4Ps beneficiaries in Central
Visayas and that 240,000 of
them already received their
amelioration fund last April
4-5.
Lucero said each 4Ps
beneficiary who is regularly
receiving P1,350 a month was
only given a top-up of P4,650
to make it P6,000 which
is the amount allocated for
Region 7.
This has brought confusion to Local Government
Unit (LGU) officials because

while DSWD pampered the
4Ps beneficiaries, DSWD
wanted the LGU officials
to sign a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) for them
to distribute the amelioration to the rest of poor households in their jurisdiction.
The
energetic
Alita
Pulga,
former
assistant
regional director of the Land
Transportation Office (LTO)
7, researched the matter in
Google.
She found out that the
4Ps is a human development
measure of the national
government that provides
conditional cash grants to
the poorest of the poor,
to improve their health,
nutrition, and the education
of children aged 0-18.
Furthermore, Pulga said
a regular revalidation of beneficiaries will be done every
three years. Eligible beneficiaries are farmers, fisherfolks, homeless families,
indigenous peoples, those in
the informal sector, those in
geographically isolated areas

and those in areas with no
electricity.
Pulga suggested that
revalidation of beneficiaries
be done yearly, not in
three years. Since the age
bracket is 0-18, apparently,
every household undergoes
changes every year. For
example, the 18-year olds
may have graduated, worked
or went abroad. If that 18year old will get married, he/
she may become another 4Ps
beneficiary.
Pulga said a proper
monitoring and updating
of records in the barangay
level and DSWD is a must,
detailing
socio-economic
status of the beneficiaries.
Pulga also said there must
be strict implementation of
the intervening livelihood
programs and the family
planning program. Not that
a family will bear several
children without planning
because there is 4Ps to fall
back on financially.
There
are
several
complaints in the barangay

level because by people’s
vigilance. They already know
who are qualified to be 4Ps
beneficiaries and who are not
because they have firsthand
knowledge of the economic
status of their neighbors. in
the barangay.
Many lamented that
there are so-called “poorest
of the poor” much better off
than the working middle
class. The latter have to
sweat themselves in order to
feed their families with their
hard-earned peso and then
pay taxes to the government
out of their meager income
that barely touches the
bottom of their pockets every
payday.
Yet, here are many 4Ps
(save the ones who I know
work hard to stretch their
precious peso) beneficiaries
who gamble their time
away while the others
work because they have
unmarried children who
are already working. The
cry of the middle class is,
“UNFAIR!”

The summer of our discontent

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

Never in the life of our
country have we experienced
such gloom and doom.
Comparable to World War
II with its chaos and misery,
this summer which we are
about to experience would
be the unhappiest, scariest
moment for every Filipino.
With the coronavirus
scourge going on, our
spiritual life or faith, seems
the only way out of this
misery.
We spent the
observance of Holy Week,
for the first time, inside our

homes, as all the churches
are closed and forbidden to
hold acts of worship.
Summer in the Philippines is the time for family
bonding, vacations, grand
relaxations, travel, holding
events sports or otherwise,
celebrations, festivals and so
many others.
Now everything is put on
hold. As we try to push the
virus back.
And the effect has been
devastating – economy did
not just take a hit but suffered
a bad beating. No one was
spared. Transportation, tour
and travel, manufacturing,
trading, the entertainment
industry, education, and
so on and so forth. The
chain effect is so total and
paralyzing.
Deepest recession ever
The World Trade Organization (WTO) forecast that
the goods trade would shrink
more steeply this year than
in the global financial crisis a
decade ago before rebounding in 2021, as the COVID-19

pandemic recedes – provided countries worked together
to confront the challenge, the
Daily Sabah reports.
The pandemic could provoke the deepest recession in
living memory, WTO chief
Roberto Azevedo warned.
“As we face what may
well be the deepest economic
recession or downturn of our
lifetimes, we should aim to
make the most of all potential
drivers of sustainable growth
to reverse this situation,” he
told a virtual news conference
in Geneva.
The WTO said global
trade would fall this year
by between 13% and 32%,
giving a wide range because
so much about the economic
impact of the health crisis
was uncertain.
“These numbers are ugly
– there is no getting around
that,” Azevedo said. “But a
rapid, vigorous rebound is
possible. Decisions taken
now will determine the future
shape of the recovery and
global growth prospects.”

Keeping markets open
and predictable, he said,
would be critical to spurring
renewed investment. Countries working together would
see a faster recovery than if
each country acted alone.
The Geneva-based WTO
said that for 2021 it was
forecasting a rebound in the
global goods trade of between
21% and 24%, depending
largely on the duration of the
coronavirus outbreak and
the effectiveness of policy in
response.
The WTO also confirmed
that 2019 had ended on a
somber note, with a 0.1%
decline in goods trade,
weighed down by trade
tensions, notably between
the United States and China,
and an economic slowdown.
In October, the WTO
forecast trade growth would
grow 2.7% in 2020 after
expanding 1.2% in 2019.
It said that this year,
nearly all regions would
suffer double-digit percentage declines in trade, with

exports from North America and Asia the hardest hit.
Sectors with complex value
chains, such as electronics
and automotive products,
would also see steeper falls.
Will coronavirus go
away in the summer?
World leaders should
not assume COVID-19 will
be seasonal and subside in
the summer, like the flu, the
World Health Organization
said Friday, CNBC reports
Friday.
“We have to assume that
the virus will continue to
have the capacity to spread,”
Dr. Mike Ryan, executive
director of WHO’s health
emergencies program, said at
the agency’s headquarters in
Geneva. “It’s a false hope to
say, yes, that it will disappear
like the flu.”
“We hope it does.
That would be a godsend,”
he added. “But we can’t
make
that
assumption.
And there is no evidence.”
emmanuelbernespina@
gmail.com
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MCWD: Consumers buy
water at P55/cubic meter
Water provider pays water district at P17/cubic meter
WITH perennial problem about scarcity of
water, people are buying
this precious commodity
at P55 per cubic meter.
In an interview with
Cebu
Business
Week,
Metropolitan Cebu Water
District
(MCWD)
Chairman Jose Daluz III
said in areas where MCWD
has no wells, people are
buying water from “Tubig
Pag-asa.”
Despite the prohibitive
cost, Daluz said poor
people are willing to buy
water from Tubig Pag-asa
at P 55 per cubic meter.
MCWD is selling the
water at P17 per cubic meter
under a subsidized rate.

Daluz said Tubig Pagasa is selling the water
at P55 per cubic meter
but without government
subsidy.
The chairman said
that according to MCWD,
Tubig Pag-asa buys water
from the water district
at P17, then it will sell to
the consumers at P55 per
cubic meter.
When asked why did
MCWD allow this kind of
practice, Daluz said Tubig
Pag-asa is the one that laid
the pipes on the ground at
no cost from MCWD.
He said the collection of
water consumption is done
daily. Surprisingly, daily
wage earners and people

living within the poverty
line are buying the rather
expensive water without
complaining at all, he said.
The reason for their
“tacit” approval is because
they can’t feel that they are
paying more for the water
they used because they
pay everyday and they buy
water only according to
their needs.
In the case of Busay,
Daluz said it is paying as
high as P250 per cubic
meter for the water that
will be delivered to City
Lights, and other areas
around Busay. So people
are
already
adjusted
paying
for
expensive
water. KERES H. AVILES

MCWD provides free water
THE Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD)
and Cebu City Government
jointly rented at least 30
trucks and bought 80 water
tanks to provide free water to
areas with low water supply.
Edgar Ortega, MCWD
chief of operations, said the
joint project started last
April 3, 2020 by providing
free water to depressed
areas in Barrio Luz, Lahug,
Apas, Busay and Kamputhaw
among others where there
were also scarcity of water.
He said 60 water tanks
were acquired by Cebu City
Government while MCWD
has 20 or a total of 80 tanks
with a capacity of 1,000 liters
of water each.
He
said
ten
big
trucks rented by Cebu
City
Government
can
accommodate six water
tanks in going to depressed
areas at 6,000 liters of water
each tank in one serving.
If MCWD has an
injection pump in the area,
the water tank supply will
just be injected to boost the

flow on residential faucets.
Naturally, the water supply
on faucets shall be paid by
water consumers. The most
important is to boost water
supply in their residences.
On the other hand,
some firetrucks which are
also supplying free water
in some areas are getting it
free from fire hydrants under
MCWD’s corporate social
responsibility.
Ortega said water is
important especially with the
advice of the Department of
Health (DOH) for all people
to take a bath everyday
and wash hands with soap
always.
He said washing hands
with soap is better than using
alcohol for personal hygiene
in the fight against Corona
Virus Disease (COVID-19).
On the other hand, Ortega
said MCWD, under the
leadership of Chairman Joey
Daluz has improved water
connections and installed
deep wells in schools and the
vicinity of the Department of
Justice (DOJ).

Ortega also said that
MCWD water has 72 vitamins
and minerals to help support
the immune system of the
water consumers.
He said that bottled
water and water from
desalination system has no
more vitamins and minerals.
Doctors said the lack of

MCWD CHAIRMAN
ATTY. JOEY DALUZ

vitamins and minerals on
water the people are drinking
has contributed to the high
number of persons suffering
from diabetes.
He said the proposal
on P1 billion appropriation
recently approved by the
MCWD board was submitted
to Cebu City Mayor Edgar
Labella because it is a joint
project of MCWD and the
Cebu City Government.

$500M loan
to fight
COVID-19
THE
World
Bank
approved a $500 million
(P25.2 billion) loan to the
Philippines to help it fight the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The World Bank is
committed to supporting
efforts to strengthen the
Philippines’ capacity to prepare
for and respond to natural
disasters as well as health
and economic shocks like
COVID-19,” said Achim Fock,
World Bank Acting Country
Director for Brunei, Malaysia,
Philippines and Thailand.
“Natural disasters and
pandemics
disproportionately hurt poor families and
communities. Enhancing risk
management and the capacity to address these challenges
can help ensure that the Philippines can sustain progress
in poverty reduction,” he said.
The $500 million loan is
part of a broader package that
aims to help the Philippines
build disaster resilience.

MCWD
is
normally
supplying 238,000 cubic
meters of water to water
subscribers. However, it has
only a capacity of 220,000
cubic meters of water a
day at present because
the Jaclupan water source
reduced from 33,000cu.m.
to
24,000cu.m.
while
Buhisan dam decreased from
6,000cu.m. to 4,000cu.m.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Flores: Transport group cries out for assistance
THE social distancing
imposed as a means to curb
the spread of coronavirus has
reduced to 50 percent the
income of bus and jeepney
drivers in Cebu City and
Province.
This was Barili Vice
Mayor Julito Flores reply in
an interview with Elias O.
Baquero, host of “Yagyagan”
program, over dyRC.
Flores is president of
Cebu Provincial Operators
Transport Cooperative.
Meanwhile,
in
another
interview
of
Yagyagan program, Land
Transportation
Office
7
Director
Alan
Caindec
insisted that he will continue
to implement the no-back
rider rule as part of the
social
distancing
order
by the Department of

Transportation (DOTr).
Caindec
said
DOTr
Secretary Arturo Tugade
clarified that there must be
no exemption to the rule.
The vice mayor cited his
modern mini-bus which can
accommodate 50 passengers,
but with the social distancing
order by the DOTr, they
can only received up to 25
passengers.
Flores said they will
obey the order “pero unta
tabangan pod mi sa gobierno
nga i-subsidize ang krudo
ug dili nga nagsige nalag
pangdakop ang taga LTO
(Land Transportation Office)
ug Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB.”)
The vice mayor said two
his buses had been issued IRS,
similar to citation tickets, by

BARILI VICE MAYOR
JULITO FLORES

the LTFRB for violating the
social distancing order.
Good thing that the
drivers’ licenses were not
confiscated because they
were not issued a Temporary
Operator’s Permit just like

Soco: Malacanang
more generous now
“I THINK there is more
listening ear now in the
National Government to our
region, especially in Cebu.”
This was Cebu Provincial
Board Member Glen Soco’s
reply to the observation of
Philippine Star columnist
Valeriano “Bobbit” Avila who
said, “you have something
that we never had. And that’s
the President who loves
Cebu. We have a President
who claimed to love Cebu,
but when it came to the
reality ‘waa gyud.’”
But for Cebu Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
president Virgilio Espeleta,
who is also committee
chairman of RDC, the
problem
is
systemic.
He proposed to have a
convergence.
As former chairman of the
committee on infrastructure
utilities of the Regional
Development Council -7
(RDC-7), Avila asked Soco
to verify if Malacanang is
listening to Cebu.
“Kay sa una, probema
gyud na, ang Malacanang
inig abot sa Neda (National
Economic
Development
Authority) waa na gyud dili
na (Malacanang) kadungog.

But sa inyo karon I’m sure
Digong (President Rodrigo
Duterte) is listening.”
Speaking during the 888
News Forum at Marco Polo
in Lahug, Cebu City, Soco
had noticed the President’s
concern for Cebu when
Duterte acknowledged the
serious traffic problem even
describing it as horrendous
in nature.
“That’s good. In fact,
I filed a resolution for the
Provincial Board to declare
the entire Province of Cebu
under a traffic crisis,” Soco
said.
The board member said
that some of the projects
that they endorsed with
RDC Chairman Kenneth
Cobonpue in 2016 are now
getting materialized.
For
instance,
the
Guadalupe-Lahug
bypass
road. Bobbit had been
pushing for it in the RDC
during his time. We are also
fighting for its realization.
Based on the President’s
pronouncement I think we
are seeing the light already,
Soco said.
He also cited the
road expansion below the
flyover along Cebu Grand

Convention Center. Soco said
the second lane of the road
expansion was never funded.
But now the Department
of
Public
Works
and
Highways has allocated
funds and you will see that
initial works are going on
already, he said. KERES H.
AVILES

CEBU PB MEMBER
GLEN SOCO

in the LTO. The LTFRB can
only issue an IRS, he said.
The vice mayor hope that
the government would also
consider the transport sector
by giving them subsidy. “Dili
kay kadto lang vulnerable ug
less fortunate mao lay ilang
tagaan.
The should include the
transport industry because in
the absence of transportation
where will the commuters get
a ride, especially those from
the province, he said.
Flores asked government
a P1,500 fuel subsidy for
each mini-bus and P800 to
P1,000 each for jeepneys.
He said the P1,500 is for the
operator lang. As for the driver
we will adjust their income.
For example, if they will
remit P2,000 to us, we will
add the P1,500 and you will

have P3,500. So we then split
the P3,500, they will have
P1,000 and P2,500 for the
operators.
The vice mayor has called
on inconsiderate operators
to adjust the rentals of their
drivers in this difficult times.
Flores said that during
regular days, or before the
Covid 19, othe peak days
are Saturdays, Sundays and
Mondays. The rental for my
bus is P3,500.
But now, with the Covid
scare, he said my drivers will
remit only P2,000; P1,800;
P1,500 and sometimes a
measly P900. What will you
do if you were the operator,
you will sack them? Of
course not. We are in a crisis
situation so we should give
some consideration. KERES
H. AVILES

AXA: People must stay
mentally strong and healthy
STAYING home and
distancing ourselves from
people protect us from
getting infected by or
spreading the virus. But
this isolation, together
with anxiety and fear over
the pandemic, may make
us susceptible to mental
health issues.
Here
are
some
activities to help you fight
the blues while in enhanced
community quarantine.
Exercise.
There are so many
online workout videos
to suit your level and
preference—from simple
but
effective
walking
exercises
and
highintensity workouts, to
zumba and yoga. Working
out is guaranteed to
produce
mood-boosting
endorphins, with few or no
equipment needed.
Clean your space.
With more spare time
in your hands, why not
use it to clean, declutter,
and organize your things
at home? Not only will this
give you something to do,
but sanitizing your home
is also another important
step in protecting yourself
and your loved ones from
the virus.

Strengthen
relationships.
Social distancing doesn’t
mean losing connections
with other people. Look at it
this way: you can now spend
more bonding moments
with family! Carve out
some time to face-time your
friends. Talk about old but
funny memories to get you
through these trying times.
Learn a new skill.
You can tap into your
creative side by trying to
draw, write poetry, or learn
to play an instrument.
Many professionals are
also holding free classes,
tutorials, or academic
courses on social media
so be sure to stay updated
with your favorite ones.
Meditate.
Meditation
allows
you to connect with your
inner self and helps reduce
stress, depression, and
anxiety. The best part is
you don’t need much to do
it – all you need is a quiet
space. If you’re new to
meditation, you may check
out free meditation apps
for beginners and soothing
music online to help get
you started.
Stay mentally strong
and healthy!
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3-month freeze on SEC throws in P2 Billion
GSIS loan payments in fight against COVID-19
THE Government Service
and Insurance System (GSIS)
announced a 3-month moratorium on loan payments of
its members and pensioners,
including housing loan amortization of borrowers.
“The GSIS Board of
Trustees, in compliance with
the ‘Bayanihan Heal as One’
Law, decided to grant a moratorium to our borrowers,”
said GSIS President and
General Manager Rolando
Ledesma Macasaet.
Section 4 (aa) of Republic
Act 11469, otherwise known
as the “Bayanihan Heal as
One Law,” instructs all lending institutions to grant a 30day grace period or extension
on loan payments during the
Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) period without
imposing interest or penalties on borrowers.
GSIS Board Resolution stated that collection of
loan payments due for the
months of March, April and
May 2020 shall be deferred
and collection will resume on
June 1, 2020 without penalty
or additional interest
“We hope that this 90day grace period will give

our members some financial
relief in these trying times,”
Macasaet said, adding that
“pensioners with GSIS pension loans will also get a moratorium.”
All GSIS borrowers are
automatically covered by the
moratorium, except those
whose loan accounts are in
default as of February 29,
2020. GSIS considers a loan
in default when the account
has incurred more than six
months of unpaid amortizations.
Macasaet however emphasized that premium contributions of government
employees will continue to
be deducted and remitted to
GSIS.

The
Securities
and
Exchange
Commission
(SEC) is lending more
support to national efforts
to combat the COVID-19
pandemic by transferring
a total of P2 billion from
its accounts to the Bureau
of the Treasury to boost
the government’s efforts in
tackling COVID-19.
SEC
made
the
contribution in accordance
with Section 4(v) of Republic
Act No. 11469, otherwise
known as the Bayanihan
to Heal as One Act, and the
directive of the Department
of Finance.
SEC
has
extended
regulatory
relief
to
corporations
and
other
entities under its supervision
by moving statutory deadlines
and easing requirements and
procedures. It has likewise
sustained the delivery of
services to its stakeholders,
including
enforcement
efforts against unscrupulous
members of the corporate
sector.
SEC Chairperson Emilio
B. Aquino, said a pandemic
that has brought the world

to a standstill, disrupted
businesses and livelihoods,
and caused the loss of lives
calls for a collective response
from all sectors.
“SEC has moved into
position for the country’s
fight against COVID-19.
Aside from supporting
other government agencies
on the frontlines, we have
worked on buttressing the
corporate sector, capital
market
and
investing
public, which are crucial
in the resilience of our
economy
and,
more
importantly, of the Filipino
people,” Aquino said
In
the
SEC
Cebu
Extension
Office
(SECCEO) work is still ongoing
despite the implementation
of enhanced community
quarantine in Cebu City.
According to SEC-CEO
Officer-in-Charge, Atty. Alma
Marie E. Dalena, a skeletal
workforce is still reporting
every day to provide the back
office needs of those working
from home.
She said that their work
from home arrangements
ensure that they are still

committed in serving the
public.
Furthermore,
the
Commission has championed
borrowers by calling on
financing
and
lending
companies to adopt debt
relief measures.
Upon the issuance of
the implementing rules and
regulations of Sec 4(aa) of
the Bayanihan to Heal as
One Act, it directed financing
and lending companies,
and microfinance NGOs to
implement a 30-day grace
period for all loans with
principal and/or interest
due within the enhanced
community quarantine.
“The SEC has answered
the call and will continue
to support the fight against
COVID- 19,” Aquino said.
“From its position – as
overseer of the corporate
sector,
independent
guardian of the capital
market and champion of
investor protection – the
SEC recognizes and stands
prepared to play its role in
cushioning the impact of the
pandemic and steering the
economy toward recovery.”

The Academe

Cebu Institute of Technology University
Summer learning MADE possible through CIT University’s Multiple
Approaches to Distance Education or MADE4Learners Framework.
Enrollment begins on April 13, Monday. Continuing (old) students may
enroll early and pay on April 29, once the Enhanced Community Quarantine
has been lifted.
Procedures, links, and class offerings will be posted tomorrow. For more
details on the MADE4Learners Framework, you may click this link: https://
www.facebook.com/
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PAL looking at partial operations of int’l flights in May
PHILIPPINE
Airlines
(PAL) is looking at partial
operations of its international
flights in May.
In an advisory posted on
its Facebook page, PAL said
it was gearing up to operate
a reduced number of weekly
flights to Japan, the United States, Canada, Guam,
Australia, the United Kingdom, Singapore, Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Hong

Kong, Taipei, Macau, Saudi
Arabia and South Korea.
The airline, however, said
it would still not operate any
flights to and from Auckland,
New York JFK, Dubai, Doha,
Perth,
Melbourne,
Port
Moresby and Sapporo next
month.
Later, AirAsia, in a
statement said it canceled all
domestic and international
flights until the lockdown
ends.

Seaoil supplies free fuel aid for hospitals South Korea donates
SEAOIL is providing free
fuel to hospitals as its way of
continuously giving support
to the country’s health care
institutions in the battle
against the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19).
The free fuel subsidy is
for ambulances and hospital
front-liners
handling
Covid-19 cases and the
e-vouchers are given directly
by Seaoil to the hospitals.
Seaoil
is
currently
supplying free fuel to
more than 20 hospitals
nationwide, among them
the
Philippine
General
Hospital, Research Institute
for Tropical Medicine, San
Lazaro Hospital, East Avenue

Medical Center, Philippine
Children’s Medical Center,
and Philippine Heart Center.
Glenn Yu, chief executive
officer of Seaoil, said “Seaoil
continues to do its part in
helping our front-liners

#ConquerCOVID19.
We
are maximizing resources
to keep assistance and aid
for our employees and the
community.”
Seaoil has been giving
a PHP5 gasoline and PHP3
diesel discount in selected
stations across the country
for those directly involved
in maintaining health and
security such as medical professionals and technicians,
hospital and clinic staff,
uniformed personnel of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines, Philippine National Police, Philippine Coast
Guard, local government
unit officials, health workers,
and quarantine enforcers.

950 tons of rice to Ph
THE
South
Korean
government donated 950
metric tons of rice to the
Philippines for the Filipino
families adversely affected by
natural disasters in 2019.
The Department of Agriculture said the beneficiaries
include earthquake victims in
Mindanao and flood victims
in Cagayan Valley last year.
“On behalf of President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte, we
would like to thank President
Moon Jae-in and the people
of the Republic of Korea for
their generosity in helping
our countrymen who suffered
and survived a series of

earthquake in Mindanao and
flooding in Cagayan Valley,”
said Agriculture Secretary
William Dar.
The rice donation is part of
the emergency food assistance
of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs
(MAFRA) of South Korea.
In his letter to MAFRA
Minister Kim Hyeon-Soo,
Dar said “South Korea’s
donation is a manifestation
of your country’s dependable
support and concern [for]
the Filipino people, and
rest assured, the rice will go
beyond its initial intended
purpose.”

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

CBW readers hold hard
copies of Cebu Business
Week and enjoyed
reading its contents
which are all positive
news. The Baquero
sisters read Cebu
Business Week. Left to
right: Atty. Hope Cesely
Baquero-Alo, Precious
Ivy Baquero and Lyka
Genesis Baquero.
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. Adding /4 to the end of Facebook’s URL will take you to Mark Zuckerberg’s
profile?
2. A crocodile can’t poke its tongue out because their tongues are attached to
the roof of their mouths, but their very similar counterparts, the alligators,
can.
3. “Yahoo” is an acronym for “Yet Another Hierarchical Officious Oracle.
4. A group of giraffes is called a tower
5. Dystychiphobia is the Fear of accidents.

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“Don’t be cocky. Don’t be flashy. There’s
always someone better than you.” — Tony
Hsieh, CEO of Zappos
“Embrace what you don’t know, especially
in the beginning, because what you don’t
know can become your greatest asset. It
ensures that you will absolutely be doing
things different from everybody else.” —
Sara Blakely, founder of SPANX

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Diligence is the mother of good luck.”
— Benjamin Franklin, a Founding
Father of the United States
“A person who is quietly confident makes
the best leader.” — Fred Wilson, cofounder of Union Square Ventures
“Risk more than others think is safe. Dream
more than others think is practical.” —
Howard Schultz, CEO of Starbucks

Visit us at Unit 302 3rd Floor
Mango Square Mall
or Call us up for your orders
at 0908-662-2226.
Door to door delivery!
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PBA celebrates quiet 45th anniversary
THE Philippine Basketball
Association
(PBA)
has to put off its 45th
anniversary with Luzon still
under enhanced community
quarantine due to COVID-19.
“With 45 years being
a milestone, celebrating it
in normal circumstances
would’ve been a given,”

said league commissioner
Willie Marcial adding “that
with the country in a health
crisis, there’s no way a
celebration will be pulled
off.”
The PBA intended to hold
the celebration for Easter
Sunday on April 12, starting
with a matchup between

Columbian and Blackwater
with the blockbuster San
Miguel vs. Barangay Ginebra
as the closer.
“This
COVID-19
pandemic, which has infected
a total of 4,076 people in the
Philippines, is far different.
We’ve just started the season
but we had to stop our

games,” said Marcial. “We
can’t do anything now, and
no one wanted this to happen
also.”
The Philippine Cup was
only one-game-old, a 94-78
win for defending champion
San Miguel against Magnolia,
when it was suspended due
to COVID-19.

PSC takes care of national team athletes, employees in lockdown
THE Philippine Sports
Commission (PSC) continues
giving national athletes and
coaches their allowances,
and employees of PSC their
wages despite the enhanced
community quarantine in the
country.
PSC chairman William
“Butch” Ramirez also said that
athletes and coaches at the
PhilSports Arena are provided
not just with food and lodging
but also medical attention.
Their psychology department
is also active in providing
counseling to athletes online.

The PSC is also offering
more buildings that can be
used as quarantine facilities
like the Rizal Memorial track
oval, baseball ground and
the sleeping quarters of the
frontliners. There are still a
few buildings there that can
be occupied by doctors and
nurses,” he explained.
The
Ninoy
Aquino
Stadium inside the Rizal
Memorial Sports Complex
is ready to accept patients.
It features 112 beds and is
manned by the AFP Medical
Corps.

QUARANTINE. The Ninoy Aquino Stadium is being converted into a quarantine facility.

