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AGRICULTURE
FOR SURVIVAL
Make Cebu self-sufficient in food through ECD, says Gov. Garcia
ONCE the Corona Virus
Disease
(Covid-19)
crisis
will be over, the Enhanced
Community Quarantine (ECQ)
in Cebu province shall proceed
to Enhanced Countryside
Development (ECD) and
concentrate on farming to
increase food production.
This was message of Gov.
Gwen Garcia to the presidents
of the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI),
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
Cebu Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(CFCCCI) and the Philippine
Retailers Association (PTA)
Cebu Chapter.
In a marathon broadcast
spearheaded by the Kapisanan
ng mga Brodkasters ng
Pilipinas (KBP) Cebu Chapter
last April 27, 2020, Garcia
said there’s a need for Cebu
Province to be self-reliant
because she knows several
people are (economically)
suffering and they don’t know
when Covid-19 will end, and
several businesses are closed.
“We have to focus on
increasing food production
in towns and component
cities where we are confident

of economic survival,” Garcia
told them.
“The lesson this pandemic
has taught us is that we are
not sufficient. We need to
import rice from Vietnam
and Thailand. Businessmen
took advantage by increasing
their prices because the LGUs
(Local Government Units)
need rice,” Garcia said.
Garcia cited corn. Cebu is
a corn-eating province. Cebu
has about 12 to 14 feed mills
but we import corn from other
countries or from Mindanao.
In
this
connection,
Garcia urged the business
group presidents to conduct
inventories to their members.
“Who among you who
have vast tracks of lands
in towns and cities that
remain idle because you
are racing in constructing
big
condominiums
and
subdivisions,” Garcia said.
“In your mind, recession
will not be happening in
America and Europe, and our
call centers and BPOs (Business
Process Outsourcings) are
dependent upon the usage of
their businesses. Manaog ra
na. In the meantime, where are
we going?” Garcia said.

GOV. GWEN GARCIA

“Whereas, she said that
if we can make Cebu selfsufficient in our agricultural
production, in food alone, we
can become self-sufficient,
and we can be the one who will
export our products, and that
will give us more strength to
stand, the lady governor added.
Garcia hoped that the
businessmen will be doing that.
They will list those who have
vast tracks of lands in the towns

so we can start developing.
Cebu province will help. She
will tap the Department of
Agriculture (DA) and the Cebu
provincial agriculture office for
the necessary inputs, expertise
and knowhow on what kind of
crops or fruit trees to plant. So,
the next big step in the province
is to encourage agricultural
production.
The business leaders
requested
Garcia
that
employees who are residing
in Talisay City, Mandaue
City and Consolacion, among
other areas which are under
Cebu Province, be allowed to
come in and out of Cebu City.
Garcia said that they
don’t allow workers in Cebu
Province to work in wet
market, supermarket groceries,
pharmacies, restaurants, food
chains, and bakeries among
others in Cebu City for fear
that they may spread Covid-19
in the municipalities and
component cities.
She said that there are
more than 400 Covid-19 cases
(at that time of the interview)
in Cebu City. She stopped
workers from going in and
out of Cebu City upon the
recommendation of mayors

in the entire Cebu Province.
Just imagine, she said,
“that they (thousands or
workers) are exposed to the
Cebu City public and will go
home after work. How many
families will be exposed to them
also? If they are asymptomatic,
they are putting their families
to danger, especially if some
members of their families have
existing illnesses,” she quipped
She told the business
leaders that this is for the
good of Cebu province. She
said that she is more of a probusiness person than any
other government official.
“I am nine years governor
and how many times I led
trade missions. Once I sign
a sisterhood agreement with
any foreign province to expose
our business programs, the
business group presidents
also sign. But at present, if you
want me to choose, my choice
is clear. I will choose to save life
of the people than business.
We can rebuild business but
not life,” Garcia said.
Garcia told them that
it is now time to refocus
development in increasing
food production. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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“Tindahan sa Kapitolyo sells cheap products”
CEBU Governor Gwendolyn Garcia said the “Tindahan
sa Kapitolyo” is doing well in
helping the people buy basic
commodities at ten percent
lesser than the wholesale price.
In an interview during
a
marathon
broadcast
spearheaded by Kapisanan
ng mga Brodkasters ng
Pilipinas (KBP) Cebu Chapter
this week, Garcia said they
established it first to 4th
and 5th class municipalities.
Now, it includes the 3rd class
municipalities as well.
Garcia said Tindahan
sa Kapitolyo is situated in
covered courts in Poblacion
of
municipalities.
They
sell basic commodities like
National Food Authority
(NFA) rice, canned goods
(sardines, beef loaf and
corned beef), edible oil, soap
and alcohol, among others.
“We bought it in wholesale
price and sell it to the public
at 10 percent lower. Nagpaalkanse ang Kapitolyo on the
price of these necessities. For
example, Cebu Capitol bought
a 50-kilogram sack of rice from
NFA for P1,250---meaning it
is at P25 cost per kilo but it is

being sold in Tindahan sa Kapitolyo at P22.50 or ten percent
less,” Garcia said.
This way, Garcia said,
beneficiaries of the social
amelioration fund (SAF) from
Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
and Covid-19 Adjustment
Measures Program (CAMP)
from Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE), among
other agencies will have more
buying power under the
Tindahan sa Kapitolyo.
Capitol only allows those
in the Class CDE families
to buy and exclude families
who can afford to buy basic
necessities at regular prices.
Garcia said they also
started to open Tindahan sa
Kapitolyo on the first, second,
and third-class municipalities. They requested for it, but
they are reminded that they
cannot buy rice by bulk.
The governor said they
need to control those who will
buy. They took the profile of
every family from municipal
social welfare officer, looked at
how many members there are
in the family and prioritized
those who are poor. They can

TINDAHAN sa Kapitolyo in Dalaguete town. (Photo from Sugbo News)

only buy two kilos per head
for one week. If a family has
five members, then they
can buy 10 kilos. A booklet
is maintained to record the
items purchased.
Garcia said that a can of
sardines is at P14 per can,
which is P16.50 or P17 in the
market or sari-sari store.
She said they have
allocation in every town. It
is well-managed. The towns
remitted their sales, and
they ordered second batch of
stocks, more on rice because it
is cheap
On rice subsidy, Garcia
said board members wanted

to buy rice using part of their
legislative assistance to help
people in their district.
There was a businessman
who visited Garcia and
offered to sell a 50-kilogram
sack of rice at P1,900.
But the governor said the
businessman did not come
back, and it was learned
that the price of his rice has
increased to P2,300.
“So, ingon ko, di man ni
klaro ikasabot. Others offered
to sell at P2,300 or P2,100.
You know some businessmen are taking opportunities.
This rice before Covid-19 was
P1,600; P1,650 and P1,700

nya karon P2,300 and P2,100
and because rice is needed,
LGUs (Local Government
Units) bought it,” Garcia said.
Garcia said she will not
really buy with that high
price. They will just add
purchase request (PR) to
NFA with the hope that NFA
will give them additional
stocks because NFA has
steady price at P1,250.
Garcia
hoped
that
some rice suppliers or rice
importers will listen to her.
If they will not reduce their
price, Tindahan sa Kapitolyo
will just buy NFA rice. “I will
not buy higher than P1,900,”
she said, adding that “we will
not deal with traders who are
profit-oriented.”
Garcia said they also have
arranged with the Cebu City
Government that they (Cebu
Province) will supply Cebu
City with vegetables, fruits
and fish at wholesale price.
She said there are eight
municipalities in Southern
Cebu and four other municipalities in Northern Cebu that
can supply vegetables, fruits
and fish to Cebu City. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

DOTr to choose public transport during GCQ Sari-Sari Store is the name
THE Department of
Transportation (DOTr) will
determine the modality of
public transport that will
be allowed to run once
the Enhanced Community
Quarantine
(ECQ)
is
converted into a General
Community
Quarantine
(GCQ) by May 16, 2020.
Director
Victor
Emmanuel Caindec of the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7, which is attached
to DOTr, said that there is
still a regulation to conform
on the social distancing and
the reference is the reduced
capacity.
Caindec said that it is
just like when their main
office in Manila will order
the reopening of LTO 7
offices that they will impose
regulation to follow social
distancing. This is not like
before that when a person
was denied entry by the
security
guard
inenter
the LTO premises, he
would badmouth the LTO
personnel.
This time, Caindec said
persons who will be allowed

to enter will be based on
reduced capacity.
In buses, the reduction
is 50 percent. So, if a bus has
a capacity of 50 passengers,
only 25 passengers will be
accommodated, otherwise
the drivers and operators
will be penalized.
Caindec said that in
a tricycle, it is clear in the
DOTr guidelines that only
one passenger is allowed.
No backrider. The tricycle
backseat shall have no
passenger.
Definitely, Caindec said
there must be no backrider
in motorcycles. “If you
listen to Secretary Eduardo
Año of the Department
of Interior and Local
Government (DILG), if they
allow relatives to ride on
motorcycles and there are
100,000 motorcycles a day,
traffic enforcers will waste
time stopping all of them,”
he said.
On private vehicles, it is
clear that a driver and one
passenger are allowed in
the front seat like delivery
trucks.
In
cars,
four

passengers are allowed.
As of now, Caindec
said DOTr will only allow
modern
jeepneys
and
buses to operate as public
transport beginning May
16.
However,
Caindec
said this is the lookout of
the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) which is
also attached to DOTr. But
LTO 7 is part of the law
enforcement for inspection.
In the modernization,
the deadline is on June
30, 2020. The jeepney
operators are given a threeyear transition period from
2017 to June 30, 2020.
Caindec
said
that
because of Corona Virus
Diseases (Covid-19), the
problem of heavy and
bumper-to-bumper traffiic
was gone.
However,
Caindec
said they have to be strict
in
implementing
the
traffic laws once public
transport is allowed to
resume operation. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

of the game this time
AN OFFICIAL of Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
said sari-sari stores or retail
stores are good business
ventures at this time of the
coronavirus
d i s e a s e
or
Covid19pandemic.
Atty. Gary
Maningo,
BSP
credit
and collection
department
head, said this
is a business
that should be
supported by
the government because it
involves basic necessities in
the community.
He said people do not
want to go to malls and
department stores anymore
to buy their basic needs, and
this will make sari-sari stores
in demand everywhere.
The owners must make
sure their sarisari stores
display the basic needs of
the community.
“I am sure the investors

are now planning how to upgrade these sari-sari stores,
mobile market, and mobile eatery, among others.
If these will be supported
by the government, this
system
can
help in economic recovery,” Maningo
said.
He further
said
that
businesses
that will thrive
at
present
are
dealing
with basic necessities and
logistics to move it in one or
two years.
He said that the banks
and the cooperatives are
always there to cater to the
capital needs of people who
have entrepreneurial skills.
He said that banks
will take care of the big
businessmen, while the
cooperatives will cater to
the needs of the ordinary
people. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Strike a balance amid Covid-19: business leader
THE president of a local
business group said we
should strike a balance in
two aspects – life and living
-- amid the fight against
the coronavirus disease or
Covid-19.
Filipino-Cebuano
(Filceb)
Business
Club
President Rey E. Calooy said
even economist Joey Salceda
acknowledged that there are
now 23 million jobless people
as a result of the pandemic.
Calooy said even Salceda
recognized that 10 million
people who have existing
jobs are broken down to 3.7
million who are working
with the government and the
rest are working on essential
businesses.
Calooy said the 23 million
wished that the Enhanced
Community Quarantine (ECQ)
will be lifted so they can go
back to work. But those who
are lazy and are happy to
receive government assistance
want the pandemic unsolved.
“If we delay the reopening

of businesses, we may face an
economic setback. But if we
resume business immediately
without planning, we may
face a problem on people’s
health. So, we must strike
a balance between life and
living,” Calooy said.
He said that in our fight
to implement measures
against Covid-19, we need
to focus on all aspects. If we
implement a lockdown, what
is the effect? There must be
Plan A, Plan B, Plan C.
Calooy
said
several
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) have
closed
operations
and
went bankrupt at the start
of community quarantine
because of Covid-19.
He said there are
two kinds of businesses.
One
is
growth-oriented
enterprise, while the other
one is livelihood-oriented
enterprise.
The
growth-oriented
enterprises
have
good
organizations with managers

and supervisors who guide
hundreds or thousands of
employees down the line.
On the other hand,
business owners who think
they know everything are
called IT (Iya Tanan) experts.
They will open and close their
business
establishments.
They will close the deal,
deliver the products, and act
as cashiers.
Once
the
ECQ
is
lifted on May 15, 2020,
the guidelines on which
businesses will be opened
first will be determined by
the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI).
“What I’ve learned is that
non-essential
businesses
will resume operation but of
reduced number of workers.
The physical distancing
will remain. If the company
capacity is 100 employees, it
will rehire the first 50 since
we have no assurance that
Covid-19 will not recur, like
what happened to Japan and
Singapore,” Calooy said.

He said there must be
an added guideline because
like him who engages in
food manufacturing, his
machines need repair. But
the sellers of spare parts are
closed as they are not part of
the essentials, so, he cannot
buy spare parts.
There is an auto-repair
shop whose mechanics and
helpers are willing to resume
working but they cannot
purchase spare parts for the
vehicles.
The government authorities must know that our
economy, the essential and
non-essential products are
interconnected.
“For example, I am
making face masks which
are essential as these are
needed by the public. But
the components are nonessential,” Calooy cited.
He said that if we
conceptualize a business,
we realize that all are
interconnected. He cited
coffee which is essential, but

with backward and forward
linkages---the backward are
the farmers who plant coffee.
They need fertilizer but they
cannot buy it.
Calooy said several rich
people said nobody died
of hunger. But he refutes
this, saying that if a person
is hungry his blood sugar
will spike up and he will
consequently die especially if
he is diabetic.
“If a sick person will
experience hunger because
he cannot afford to buy food,
or he has no money to buy
medicine, tendency is he will
die. In every action, there is
always an equal reaction”
Calooy said.
He said the system
of government is likened
to the parts of a body. If
one government agency
malfunctions, the entire
system of government is
affected. In the same manner,
when one part of the body
is injured, the entire body
suffers. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Economy to collapse PCSA continues operation
as 2M OFWs return
THE return of the two
million out of ten million
Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFW) may add to the collapse of the Philippine economy.
This will happen, said
businessman Philip Tan of
Well Made Corporation, because of a 20 percent reduction of employment worldwide because of coronavirus
disease or Covid-19. This
20 percent is equivalent to
two million OFWs who will
lose their jobs and will come
home.
He said that even the
United States has a 20 percent reduction of employment because of Covid-19.
“How do you absorb this
two million OFWs back to
the mainstream of Filipino
society without jobs considering that there are already
millions of unemployed Filipinos here?” Tan asked.
Tan is the past president of Mandaue Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) and outgoing governor of the Rotary International (RI) District 3860.
Businessman Rey E.

Calooy of Filipino-Cebuano
(Filceb) Business Club said
that economist Joey Salceda
has estimated the present
unemployed Filipinos in the
domestic front to 23 million.
Atty. Gary Maningo,
head of the credit and collection division of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) said
when the Philippines was hit
by crisis in the past, the economy remained afloat because
of the huge remittance of
OFWs working in developed
countries not affected.
On the other hand, Tan
said the funds of his workers
and the workers of other employers are already consumed
and they are not anymore surviving on income but debts.
Tan said that while he is
in the management side being
a businessman, he felt the suffering of the workers especially
that no businessman can continue to operate without them.
In order to continue operation despite of the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ), he made a skeletal force, let his workers live
near his establishments to
work. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

THE cargo vessels of
the Philippine Coastwise
Seafarers Association (PCSA)
have been continuously
operating to prevent the halt
of food supply and other
essential products amid
the coronavirus disease or
Covid-19 pandemic.
Logistics businessman
Jun Cubarol, president of
Visayas United Truckers
Association Inc. (VUTAI),
thanked all local shipping
companies, which are PCSA

members, for helping them
in moving essential products.
He identified the PCSA
members as Golden Bridge
Shipping of the Lua family,
Cebu Sea Charterer of Benson
Go, Lite Shipping Corporation
of Lucio Lim Jr., Maayo
Shipping Lines of Dante Uy
Matiao, and Anther Doyon.
Cubarol said their New
Frontier Team knew that all
the trips of these cargo vessels
are losing, but the PCSA
members did not cancel trips

to help the smooth flow of
goods from one province to
another.
“I wish God will bless
these
shipowners
and
operators who continue to
ply and did not cancel sailing
schedules,” Cubarol said.
Earlier,
Lim,
the
PCSA chairman, and Paul
Rodriguez,
the
PCSA
president, said that they will
help the government sail
through this Covid-19 crisis.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Open Cebu’s economy
Perhaps there might
be people who find it
easy passing through
the borders of Cebu City
to Mandaue City, Talisay City, or even Balamban town. But not concerned members of the
Political Officers League
of the Philippines (POLPhil).
Cebu City Hall apWeekly Notes
parently found it difficult
to act on our request for Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
border passes. At least in
Mandaue City, the process had consumed less than an hour.
It took us three days last week to arrange our first
delivery of several personal protective equipment (PPEs)
to residents of Sitio Zapatera in Barangay Luz.
The PPEs were in Mandaue City. The committee in
charge waited for a member with a car and a border pass.
We took care that he can pass from Mandaue City to Cebu
City and back.
At least, the second delivery which included several
sacks of rice, canned goods, masks, and alcohol, consumed lesser time.
Another group of friends had almost a day looking for
a motorcycle rider who can deliver money and food from
Cebu City to our residence in Talisay.
Come to think of it, the quarantine immensely slowed
down the flow of goods and logistics in and out of Cebu
City. I am afraid the recent outbreaks in Barangay Luz,
Labangon, and the Cebu City jail will further delay
opening the city, the center of the island’s economy.
Cebu City officials should shape up and do things
right fast. Stop blaming the so-called badlungon. Most of
them are just hungry because of the botched distribution
of food and quarantine passes. That is if these officials
want to open the economy faster.
The way I see it, restarting the local economy means
assuring people of safety as they move around. This
means not just continuing social distancing and a new
normal in behavior.
Cebu City must engage in mass testing that involves
most of the population. The infection will rise but can
now be addressed. A resurgence of infection will bring us
to square one.
Cebu City must resist the itch to engage in politics (like
insisting on MILO) and mere public relations. I was aghast
reading about the insistence on a blessing than just using
the quarantine center right away. Look, even the Cebu
archdiocese discouraged masses and other religious gatherings. But our city officials insisted on a blessing. What?
Many cannot accept the promise of finishing the
center in 10 days that stretched to over a month. Nagblessing pa gyud.
Bisan unsaon pagnindot og pintal sa naghibat nga
balay, naghibat gihapon kini. No amount of messaging will
do the work. Our officials need to do things right the first
time fast. That is the only way to open our economy fast.
@anol_cebu in Twitter
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Make SMEs pay for tests?
News of the start of
mass testing in the cities of
Cebu, Mandaue, and LapuLapu is welcome news. How
can we end the Enhanced
Community
Quarantine
early without mass testing?
Yes, a successful ECQ
flattens the curve. This does
not mean the ECQ will stop
the coronavirus disease 2019
or COVID-19 infections.
Instead, it means preventing
a sharp rise in infections to
buy our health system time
to cope with the pandemic.
Cebu City’s problem now
involves the sharp rise in
infections in Barangay Luz,

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Labangon, and the two big
jails in Cebu City (BBRC or the
Bagong Buhay Rehabilitation
Center and CPDRC or the
Cebu Provincial Detention
and Rehabilitation Center).
There are also increases
in infections in the cities of
Mandaue and Lapu-Lapu.
Officials
are
now
addressing the situation in
Cebu City, Mandaue and
Lapu-Lapu with mass testing
scheduled to start on May 4
and will end on May 21.
This, they figured, should
hasten the opening of Cebu’s
economy.
The problem now is this

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
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notion about making micro,
small, and medium enterprises
pay for the testing of their employees? Are we making them
spend for this after two months
of surviving without income?
But then, how can you
restart the economy if the
workers
and
customers
are not assured of safety
especially with the rise of
asymptomatic persons who
are positive of COVID-19.
Perhaps,
the
local
government units involved
should do something to
help
our
entrepreneurs
like providing free tests,
subsidies and easy loans.
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Muslims around the world observe Ramadan

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Muslims around the
globe willobserve Ramadan
this month, a period of
deep spiritual reflection
and fasting that takes place
every year. One of the five
pillars of Islam - along with
faith, prayer, charity and
the pilgrimage - Ramadan
commemorates the Quran
first being revealed to the
Prophet
Muhammad,
a
sacred moment honoured
with abstinence between
sunrise and sunset. Here
we look at what the ritual
means for Muslims, why
worshippers fast and why the
date alters from one year to
another.
What is Ramadan?

Chapter 2, Verse 185
of the Quran explains the
purpose of the ritual:
“The month of Ramadan
is that in which was revealed
the Quran; a guidance for
mankind, and clear proofs
of the guidance, and the
criterion (of right and
wrong). And whosoever of
you is present, let him fast
the month, and whosoever
of you is sick or on a journey,
a number of other days.
Allah desires for your ease;
He desires not hardship for
you; and that you should
complete the period, and
that you should magnify
Allah for having guided you,
and that perhaps you may be
thankful.”
The word of Allah is said
to have been revealed to the
prophet on “Laylat al-Qadr”
(the Night of Power). The
tablets of Ibrahim, the Torah,
the Psalms, the Gospel and
the Quran were sent down
on the 1st, 6th, 12th, 13th
and 24th days of Ramadan,
according to the faith.
When is Ramadan?
Ramadan starts on the
evening of Friday 24 April

in 2020 for the UK and lasts
until the evening of 23 May,
when Eid is celebrated.
Why does the date
vary each year?
The Islamic calendar
is lunar, meaning each
month begins with the new
astronomical moon. As lunar
months are shorter than
solar, the Islamic calendar
does not correspond with the
Gregorian calendar followed
in the West and means
Ramadan occurs around 11
days earlier every year. The
period takes place in the ninth
month of the Islamic year. Its
precise date also varies from
country to country by about
a day, depending on when
the moon is sighted. (Yahoo
News)
oOo
Presidential
Adviser
on Entrepreneurship Jose
Ma. “Joey” Concepcion on
Monday said he is confident
that the enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) would be
lifted on May 15 but added
this could only be realized
if testing for COVID-19 is
optimized. According to
Concepcion, it is likely that

the ECQ -- which has already
been extended two times
-- will lapse on May 15, two
months after it was first
ordered on March 17. “We
want the ECQ to be lifted on
May 15. I think ‘yung chance
na mangyari ‘yan mataas.
I’m confident na mangyayari
‘yan. I believe we will lift the
ECQ, I personally,” he said
in an interview on Dobol B
sa News TV. “This is only
my guess. I’m not saying it’s
100% [but] I believe it will
happen,” he said, but noted
that “we might be the first
country to hit more than
two months, but sa tingin
ko hindi.” Concepcion said
for this to be realized, mass
testing for the coronavirus
should be increased to an
optimal 28,000 tests per day
using the real-time reverse
transcription
polymerase
chain reaction (RT-PCR).
“At 28,000 a day of
testing using the RTPCR, then they can allow
maximum already economic
activities, pero no leisure
activities,” he said, noting
mass gatherings. Concepcion
said this is achievable given

that imports of the private
sector
covering
some
300,000 to 500,000 test kits
are scheduled to arrive by
May 15. “To me, dapat even
the non-essentials dapat
mag-restart na rin ‘yan.
Marami rin ‘yan and then
‘yung construction rin, ‘yung
mga hindi naman delikado
kasi open area naman, so
we should allow them to
start construction, that’s
important,” he said. (GMA
News)
oOo
In Australia, the rise
in infections has slowed
considerably
in
recent
weeks. There were just
16 new cases recorded on
Sunday. Much like in New
Zealand, its government has
been praised for its response
to the crisis and opinion
polls show that trust in the
country’s leadership has
risen. Restrictions are easing
in some areas, with some
states planning to relax social
distancing rules to permit
larger outdoor gatherings
this week.
(mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com)

Don Sergio, the 1st Education Secretary

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

It is noteworthy that
the first Secretary of the
Public Instruction, precursor
of today’s Department of
Education was a Cebuano.
He was Cebu’s Grand Old
Man, Don Sergio Suico
Osmena Sr.
Appointed by President
Quezon on November 15,
1935 and serving up to
April 18, 1939, Osmena was
succeeded by Jorge Bocobo
who led the department from
April 19, 1939 up to January
22, 1941. Don Sergio came

back with the office renamed
as the “Public Instruction,
Health and Public Welfare
from December 24, 1941 to
August 1, 1944.
When
Don
Sergio
assumed the presidency
on August 1, 1944, he then
appointed General Carlos
P. Romulo and the office
renamed as the “Public
Instruction and Information”
from October 1944 to
February 1945.
When the Philippines
was liberated from Japan,
the following served as
Secretary of Instruction:
Maximo Kalaw, Jose Reyes
and
Francisco
Benitez.
It was President Manuel
Acuna Roxas that renamed
the office to that of the
Department of Education in
October 1947 with Manuel
Gallego as the first secretary.
In 1972 President Ferdinand
Edralin Marcos renamed
the department as the
“Education and Culture”.
I am publishing here
the text of some historical
documents:

LETTER
OF
HIS EXCELLENCY MANUEL L. QUEZON
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ON
RESIGNATION OF VICE-PRESIDENT SERGIO OSMEÑA
AS SECRETARY OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
[April 13, 1939]
PRESS STATEMENT

My dear Vice-President Osmeña:
Agreeably to the suggestion contained in your radiogram
of today, I am, with regret, accepting your resignation as
Secretary of Public Instruction, which you tendered before
your departure for the United States. I realize that your
work in Washington may be prolonged indefinitely, and that
it is, therefore, necessary to proceed with the appointment
of a new Secretary of Public Instruction, in order that the
Department will not be without a head for such a long time.
With that high sense of duty which has always marked your
public career, you served as Secretary of Public Instruction
during the first three years of my administration. You
have invested the Department of Public Instruction with
that prestige and dignity so essential at the time. By your
readiness to serve our people in any capacity whenever
called upon to do so, you have made yourself worthy not
only of their admiration, but of their lasting gratitude.
I am happy to think that while, on the one hand, the
Department of Public Instruction will be deprived of your wise
direction, on the other, I shall be able to enlist your services in
other equally, if not more important, activities of government.
Again, thanking you for your continued and loyal
cooperation, I remain, as ever,
Cordially yours,
(Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Philippines
Hon. Sergio Osmeña
Vice-President of the Philippines
The Willard Hotel
Washington, D.C.

OF
HIS EXCELLENCY MANUEL L. QUEZON
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ON
APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
[Released to the Press on April 13, 1939]
I have talked to Vice-President Osmeña by long distance
telephone this morning and he informed me that there is no
likelihood of his being able to leave Washington before June,
and so he requested me to proceed with the appointment
of a new Secretary of Public Instruction in order that the
Department will not be without a head for such a long time.
I expect, therefore, to send shortly the nomination of a
new Secretary of Public Instruction to the Commission on
Appointments of the National Assembly.
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Dangers in our penal institution

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

As of this writing,
there are more than three
hundred inmates infected
with COVID 19 in the City
Jail and eighteen also in
Provincial Jai or CPDRC.
The women and the
youth dorms still exist
without infections. Soon,
these jails will also suffer
the same fate because of the
proximity of the detention
facilities in Kalunasan.
Meanwhile,
over
five individuals already
succumbed from the unseen
yet deadly tormentor. The

inmates are now gripped in
fear.
With the absence of
social distancing, limited
masks and disinfectants,
and scanty water supply,
this virus would certainly
thrive in this kind of
environment.
I spoke with the
City Jail Warden. He is
confident that the situation
is under control but for how
long? The warden informed
this writer that they have
isolated
the
positive
inmates in the other wing
of the jail. The warden of
the CPDRC also said that
he also isolated the positive
inmates in a separate cell.
With
the
social
distancing
factor
hard
to achieve inside a cell
with inmates ten times its
capacity, the probability of
transmission of the virus to
other inmates and getting
infection is great.
Because of the limited
hygienic practices and
with limited water supply
in the facility, the number

of infected would balloon
to a proportion we cannot
imagine.
Would a mass release
of prisoners answer the
problem? But how would
the courts release the
PDL or persons deprived
of liberty? The Supreme
Court
through
Chief
Magistrate Peralta laid
down the guidelines for
the speedy release of the
persons deprived of liberty
and effectively easing the
requirements and reducing
the amount of bail.
“Time
and
again,
Peralta said, “that the
constitutional
mandate
is that all persons, except
those
charged
with
offenses punishable by
reclusion perpetua, life
imprisonment, or death
is found to be strong.
Stated differently, bail is
a matter when the offense
charge is not punishable
by reclusion perpetua, life
imprisonment, or death.”
He said that “before
conviction, be bailable by

sufficient sureties, or be
released. Clearly, he said,
bail is a constitutional
demandable right which
only ceases to be so when
the evidence of guilt of the
person charge with a crime
that carries the penalty
of reclusion perpetua, life
imprisonment or death
is found to be strong.”
Moreover, he added that
the amount of bail should
reasonable at all times. It
should be high enough to
assure the presence of the
defendant when required,
but no higher than is
reasonably calculated to
fulfil this purpose, he said.
In Enrile vs. Sandiganbayan the Supreme
Court pointed out that
bail is not granted to
prevent the accused from
committing
additional
crimes. The purpose of
bail is to guarantee the
appearance of the accused
at the trial, or whenever so
required by the trial court.
The amount of bail should
be high enough to assure

the presence of the accused
when so required, but it
should be no higher than
is reasonably calculated to
fulfill this purpose.
Thus, bail acts as a
reconciling mechanism to
accommodate the accused’s
interest in his provisional
liberty before or during
the trial and the society’s
interest in assuring the
accused’s presence.
Indeed, it is imaginable
that those persons deprived of liberty (PDL) will
endure the torture of the
thought that the danger
of the virus is already
knocking at their cell.
With the condition of our
penal institution not just
in the City but in the entire
country,
the
Supreme
Court is in its right track
in easing the requirements
of bail and allow other
qualified inmate to live
outside the facility than
dying with the virus inside
the jail. After all, these
PDL are still innocent until
proven otherwise.

7th week of Enhanced community quarantine

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

As we enter the 7th week
of enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) in the
city and province of Cebu,
the mood seemed to lighten
in areas not covered.
Starting May 1 they will be
classified under the general
community
quarantine
(GCQ).
Hopefully this will end
on May 15, 2020 and may
or may not be extended
by the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious
Diseases. (IATF)

Cebu City and Province
was marked as an epicenter
of the virus considering that
City in particular Barangays
Luz,
Labangon
and
Guadalupe along with the
Cebu City Jail considering
its cramped situation.
With cases reaching up
to 8,000, the Philippines
braces for what it calls
might be a second wave
of the virus if and when
the lockdowns would fail.
Sincerely
hoping
that
this would not be so, for
it means that the whole
health system will be
overwhelmed and there will
be total collapse. All the
work of the frontliners and
those involved in keeping
the virus away would be in
vain.
The Department of
Agriculture (DA) issued
last
March
immediate
interventions
for
food
production and availability,
food
accessibility
and
affordability,
and
food
price stabilization. It has
requested for a P31 billion

supplemental fund for the
expeditious implementation
of the Ahon Lahat, Pagkain
Sapat Kontra sa COVID-19
or ALPAS COVID-19, on top
of the department’s existing
programs.
Adora Rodriguez of
the DA explained that
Agriculture
Secretary
William Dar said the supplemental budget proposal
for ALPAS COVID-19 is in
line with the mandate of
the DA to “ensure a foodsecure Philippines much
more in time of the health
emergency period”.
He said that there is
tightening of global food
supply and “we know that
when there is not enough
food, disorder is probable.
While improving our food
adequacy level, we should
aim for food security. If no
action is done, the threat
of hunger is as real as the
threat of the virus.”
According
to
the
Secretary, food production
areas must be expanded
to
increase
level
of

productivity.
“We need to improve
efficiencies in production
and
enhance
projects
and activities to ensure
affordability
and
availability of food supply,”
Dar added, stressing that all
Filipinos must be involved
in government-led actions
to prevent food scarcity.
The agri chief further
explained
that
the
supplemental budget will
be used to immediately
mobilize support to farmers
and other players in the
food value chain.
From the requested
additional budget, P7B
will be used to increase the
procurement fund of the
National Food Authority
to buy palay from local
farmers.
Another P1B will be
used for the upscaling of
KADIWA ni Ani at Kita,
including production monitoring, provincial services
on wheels, transportation
and trucking services of
produce from source to

the Metropolis, and the
provision for KADIWA on
wheels.
The Urban Agriculture
Project to be implemented
in major urban communities
will get P500M, while
the Revitalized Gulayan
Project will be allotted P1B
for the implementation of
the Gulayan sa Paaralan,
Gulayan sa Barangay, and
Gulayan in public areas and
idle private lots.
For fisheries, the Urban
Aquaphonics Project and
the Enhanced Aquaculture
and Sustainable Capture
Fisheries in Inland Waters
will get a total of P1B.
Also, a total of P500M will
be allotted for the Acquisition
of
Protective
Personal
Equipment such as surgical
masks and other accessories
to protect DA personnel
from
COVID-19,
while
P200M will go the Sustained
Information,
Education
and
Communication
Project of the Department.
emmanuelbernespina@
gmail.com
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BIR further extends PH commercial flights
tax filing deadline suspended starting May 3
THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (IR) has extended
further the filing of income
tax returns, as the enhanced
community
quarantine
stretches to
May 15.
B I R
Revenue
Regulations
1 1 - 2 0 2 0
stated
that
taxpayers
can file and
pay income
tax
returns
(ITRs)
for
2019
until
June 14, superseding the
previous deadline of May 30.
Said regulations also
extended the tax amnesty on
delinquencies to June 22.
All other deadlines,
such as the value-added tax
scheduled for the month

of April are given a 30-day
grace period, said BIR deputy
commissioner Arnel Guballa.
However, BIR stated that
taxpayers who will file their
tax
returns
within
the
o r i f i n a l
deadline or
prior to the4
extended
deadline can
amend their
tax returns at
any time on
or before the
extended due
date.
An amendment that
will result in additional tax
to be paid, can still be paid
without the imposition of
corresponding penalties if it
will be done not later than
the extended deadline, the
agency stated.

THE Philippines has
banned
all
commercial
flights starting 8 a.m. Sunday
as part of measures to control
the spread of COVID-19.
However, the Manila International Airport Authority
said the transport of cargo,
medical supplies, and utility
and maintenance flights will
remain unrestricted.
In an Advisory from
Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr.,
chief implementer of the
National Task Force Against
COVID-19, it stated that all
Passenger/Commercial flights
to and from the Philippines
are suspended beginning
8:00am, May 3, 2020
In a related development, Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade urged
airport authorities to “seriously con-sider” reopening
airports in areas under gen-

eral community quarantine
(GCQ) in an effort to “jumpstart domestic tourism amid
the coronavirus crisis.”
Tugade made the remark
as the tourism department
said domestic tourism could
be the key to energizing
the industry hit hard by the
crisis. “Domestic travel,
starting with short-distance
road trips, may revive the
industry, the DOT said.
The
Department
of
Tourism earlier said the
reopening of airports in
GCQ areas to commercial
aviation will gradually jump
start airline operations now
hard hit by the COVID-19
pandemic. This will plant the
seeds for domestic tourism..
Civil Aviation Authority
of the Philippines Director
General Jim Sydiongco, for his
part said airlines have already

been “capable of mounting
inter-island flights” to and
from areas under general
community quarantine.
“Some airlines are readily
capable of mounting interisland flights to serve communities from one GCQ area
to another GCQ area using
the inter Visayas and/or Inter Mindanao air routes,”
Sydiongco said, citing a “Hub
and Spoke” model where carriers can use regional airports
as an alternative airport hub.
“We want to operationalize this approach before
the end of next week, but of
course without compromising health and safety protocols set by the IATF (Inter
Agency Task Force) and the
Department of Health. We
will think about how to implement this properly and
fast,” Tugade said.

Govt must rescue small firms to survive pandemic
THE
government’s
intervention is needed
so small businesses losing money due to the
COVID-19 lockdown can
survive the pandemic.
Asian
Consulting
Group chairman and senior tax adviser Mon Abrea

said, waiving or subsidizing office rent payments is
better than grace periods
to help small firms recover
faster.
“I think what we need
right now is the government intervention to either waive or subsidize

office rent considering
that they were not able to
utilize these offices during
the lockdown,” Abrea said.
“Considering the liquidity issues for most of
our MSMEs, they’re dependent on their daily
cash, daily sales and its

zero during this ECQ. So
we have to understand, it’s
not that we don’t want to
pay but we really need help
particularly in handling
their cash,” he added.
Abrea also said that tax
breaks can likewise help
address liquidity concerns

and allow businesses to recoup faster after the lockdown is lifted.
Over 99 percent of the
country’s businesses are
micro, small and medium enterprises employing
over 60 percent of the total
workforce.

Guidelines set for private companies that will reopen
THE Department of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) and Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
had released guidelines for
private companies that are
allowed to reopen during the
enhanced community quarantine and general community quarantine.
Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez and Labor Secretary
Silvestre Bello III enjoined
businesses to follow the preventive measures to contain
COVID-19 transmission in
workplaces.
Below are the interim
guidelines on workplace
prevention and control of
COVID-19 approved by both
agencies:
l Employers
and

workers must wear a face
mask at all times. Face
masks shall only be removed
when eating and drinking.
l Employers
shall
pro-vide appropriate face
masks for workers.
l Workers must accomplish daily health symptoms form, and undergo
temperature check.
l Employers
must
provide DOLE a monthly
reporting of illness, disease
and injuries using the DOLE
work accident/illness report
form (WAIR).
l
Workers shall be
placed in an isolation area
and will not be allowed to
enter the workplace premises if they have temperature
above 37.5 degrees Celsius

l Clinic staff assigned
to assess the workers in isolation area shall be provided
with the appropriate medical gear.
l Disinfection
for
equipment or vehicles entering the company premises, including facilities, and
touched objects, such as
doorknobs and handles, at
least once every 2 hours.
l Eating in communal areas is discouraged,
and if this is not possible
the employer shall ensure
one worker per table and
one-meter distance per
worker scheme.
l Workers are also
discouraged to engage in
conversation, as well as prolonged face to face interac-

tion with workers and clients.
l
Visitors must accomplish the “visitor health
checklist form.”
l Meetings
needing
physical presence must be
reduced or avoided.
l
Private firms are
mandated to implement
alternative work arrangements, such as working-hour shifts, work from
home (WFH), where feasible, and on a rotation basis.
l Employers
must
provide shuttle services, decent accommodation or both
in near-site locations to lessen travel and people movement.
l Workers suspected
of having COVID-I9 must be

brought to the nearest hospital, if needed.
l Most “at risk” workers and vulnerable groups,
or those 60 years old or of
any age with co-morbidities
or pre-existing illness, such
as hypertension, diabetes,
cancer, or with immunocompromised health status;
or with high-risk pregnancy
are encouraged to do work
from home.
Companies must also
create a COVID-19 hotline
for employees to report if
they are exhibiting symptoms of the disease, Bello
said, adding that “employers may test workers for
COVID-19. Testing kits used
and procured shall be the responsibility of the employer.
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Ph sends shipment of
coco milk to Russia
FILIPINO-OWNED
organic coconut milk, the
Coco Daily, arrived at the
port of St. Petersburg in the
first week of April.
Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) Secretary
Ramon M. Lopez, said
PanAsia
Impex Ltd.,
Russian
importer
a
n
d
distributor
of
Asian
f o o d
products,
acquired
coconut
milk from
Century
Pacific Agri Ventures, Inc.
(CPAVI).
“The 1-liter packages
of Coco Daily that arrived
in the 40-foot shipping
container will be available
to
mainstream
Russian
consumers
this
spring,”
Lopez said, adding that “the
first shipment of Philippine
coconut milk to Russia is good
news, especially in light of
the current situation. Amidst
the coronavirus threat, our
businesses continue to grow
and expand. We are very
proud of our Philippine
exporters and producers who
pursue opening new markets
abroad.”
CPAVI
said
the

Philippines
is
looking
forward to more cooperation
between Philippine and
Russian companies that will
bring more Philippine highquality, world-class food
products to Russia.
Philippine Ambassador to
the Russian
Federation,
Ambassador
Carlos
D.
Sorreta
said
that
“we
hope
there will be
more such
partnerships
so that more
Philippine
products
will be made available in the
Russian market as both the
Philippines and Russia can
contribute to one another’s
food security.”
Vyacheslav Kapitonov,
one of the founders of
PanAsia ImpEx Ltd. said
the Coco Daily coconut milk
has the advantage of being
organic as it competes with
other similar products in the
Russian market.
He also thanked the DTI’s
Philippine Trade & Investment
Center in Moscow (PTICMoscow) for their continued
business-to-business
introductions as PanAsia
Impex sources more food
products from the Philippines.

Payroll relief sought
Sen. Imee Marcos, head
of the Senate economic affairs
committee filed a bill that
will mandate government
to shoulder wages of some
5 million micro, small and
medium enterprise (MSME)
workers to help them survive
the COVID-19 crisis.
The government should
consider shouldering three
quarters of the payroll of
hard-hit small businesses to
help them restart from the
COVID-19 lockdown, she
said.
Under Sen. Imee Marcos’
proposed economic recovery
bill, she said, the government
will need P63 billion monthly
for the wage relief.
“I think we can afford
it. This is not the time for
counting pennies... The

economy can somehow be
recovered, but lives cannot
be recovered,” she said.
Marcos
noted
that
around 500,000 micro, small
and medium businesses with
5 million workers will not
be able to reopen after the
coronavirus lockdown and
that number is expected to
grow.
The national government
earlier approved a P51 billion
“Small Businesses Wage
Subsidy Program” that would
grant 2 tranches of cash aid
to those employed in small
businesses.
“The tourism sector
should be prioritized in
the proposed wage subsidy
program,” Marcos said,
describing the industry as a
“long-suffering sector.”

Small Business Wage Subsidy (SBWS) Program
THE national government
is providing a wage subsidy for
affected employees of small
businesses to help mitigate
the impact of the quarantine
in Luzon and various local
government units. This wage
subsidy shall be given for up
to two months so that affected
small businesses are able to
retain their employees during
the quarantine period.
Under the Small Business
Wage Subsidy (SBWS) measure, the government, through
the Social Security System
(SSS), shall provide a wage
subsidy of between 5,000 to
8,000 pesos (based on the
regional minimum wage) per
month per eligible employee.
Applications will be
completed by the employer
on behalf of their employees.
The
Social
Security
System (SSS) will only be
accepting applications from
April 16, 2020 to May 8, 2020.
Eligibility criteria for
small businesses
The business must meet
two eligibility criteria: size of
business and impact of the enhanced community quarantine
(ECQ) on the small business’
operations. The small business
must meet both criteria.
Businesses that have
been compliant with the
regulations of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR) and
SSS will be prioritized.
Size of business: The
small business — whether a
corporation, partnership, or
sole proprietorship — must
not be in the BIR’s Large
Taxpayer Service (LTS) list.
Impact of the enhanced
community quarantine (ECQ):
Small businesses under both
Category A (non-essentials)
that are forced to stop operations (i.e., temporary closure
or suspension of work) and
Category B (quasi-essentials)
that are allowed to operate a
skeleton force can apply for
the wage subsidy for employees who are not able to work
and did not get paid during
the ECQ. Employers in areas
where other forms of quarantine have been put in place by
the LGU may also qualify.
Category A: Non-essentials
Non-food raw materials/
Non-essential manufacturing: Tobacco; Construction;
Airlines
Non-essential services:
Hotels and restaurants;
Rental and leasing of personal

goods; Entertainment
Category B: Quasi-essentials
Textiles, wearables, and
leather for export; Electronics
manufacturing; Retail trade;
Public transportation/trucking
and cargo handling (food and
non-food);
Business process outsourcing; Banks; Personal
service and domestic activities (salons, laundry, funeral,
domestic help, others)
The following small businesses will be prioritized:
1.BIR-registered and complying with tax obligations
during the past three years, up
to January 2020.
2.SSS-registered
and
have paid SSS contributions
for the past three years up
to January 2020 (the last
recorded contribution).
Eligibility criteria for
employees
1.Must be an employee of
an eligible small business
2.Must be employed and
active as of March 1, 2020 but
unable to work due to the ECQ
3.Did not get paid by
their employer for at least two
weeks during the temporary
closure or suspension of work
in accordance with Labor
Advisory No. 1, Series of 2020
4.Can be of any contract
status (e.g., regular, probationary, regular seasonal,
project-based, fixed-term)
5.Must be certified by the
employer in the application
as having met all the above
criteria
Note: Priority will be given
to employees that are BIR and
SSS-registered and compliant
with SSS and BIR regulations.
Note: Employees that have
already received assistance
amounting to 5,000 pesos
from CAMP may still receive
support under the SBWS, if
they are eligible. They will
first receive one full tranche of
5,000 to 8,000 pesos, depending on region of work, from
May 1 to 15. For the second
tranche, they will get the difference (subsidy minus the 5,000
they already received) and will
therefore receive the same total amount in subsidy as nonCAMP beneficiaries
The following employees
are not eligible:
Working from home or
part of the skeleton force
Those who voluntarily
went on the following types
of leave – maternity leave,
paternity leave, study leave,

sabbatical leave, and leaves
of the same type – for the
entire duration of the ECQ,
whether with or without pay
Already a recipient of SSS
unemployment benefits due to
COVID-19, to avoid duplication
Those who have settled
or in-process SSS final claims
(funeral, retirement, death,
and total disability)
Conditions to avail of the
program
To qualify for the
program,
the
following
conditions must be fulfilled:
1.Small businesses must
maintain the employment
status of all eligible employee
beneficiaries before the ECQ
and throughout the SBWS
period. This will be checked
during the monitoring and
evaluation stage. Non-compliance with this condition
shall result in the employer refunding to the government the
wage subsidy amount.
2.Employees
cannot
resign during the ECQ period.
Salary subsidy amount
All eligible employees
of eligible small businesses
shall be given a wage subsidy
of 5,000 to 8,000 pesos per
month (depending on their
region of work) for up to two
months, depending on the
extent of the ECQ.
The subsidy amount varies per region and is generally
aligned with the emergency
subsidy for the informal sector, except that 8,000 pesos
per month is estimated for all
eligible workers in NCR and
Regions III and IV-A. The reason for this is that there are
many workers who live in one
region and work in another region.
Region
Monthly wage
subsidy per
worker (pesos)
NCR
8,000
CAR
5,500
I
5,500
II
5,500
III
8,000
IV-A
8,000
IV-B
5,000
V
5,000
VI
6,000
VII
6,000
VIII
5,000
IX
5,000
X
6,000
XI
6,000
XII
5,000
CARAGA
5,000
BARMM
5,000
Source: Bureau of Internal
Revenue
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DTI-7 business name registration now digital
BUSINESS name registration with the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI)
can now be possible digitally.
In an advisory, DTI-7
annoubced it has installed
an online portal to cater to
registration of new business
names.
Aster Caberte, regional
director of DTI-Central Visayas, said the web portal was
designed to assist business

Applicants may choose
payments options, such
as GCash, Paymaya and
Landbank
Linkbiz,
in
registering new names.
Caberte
said
the
certificate of business name
registration and official
receipt will be sent to the
applicant’s email.
DTI-7 is on a skeletal
workforce
arrangement
during the ECQ period.

name applicants in Region
7 where most local government units (LGUs) are placed
under enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) due to
the coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) pandemic.
“For new registration,
renewal and request for
certification,
you
may
proceed to the given link
(https://bnrs.dti.gov.ph/),”
the advisory read.

The queries and concerns
are entertained through
electronic mailing.
“Pursuant to OP (Office of
the President) Memorandum
dated 16 March 2020 and DTI
DO (Department Order) 2037, S. 2020, please send all
communications via e-mail to
BNRSHelpdesk@dti.gov.ph,”
the advisory stated, adding
that queries may be sent to
r07.cebu@dti.gov.ph.

DOF’s wage subsidy program for CAMP applicants
WHILE the Department
of Labor and Employment
could no longer accommodate
CAMP applications due to
limited resources, other
government agencies can.
DOLE-7
Regional
Director Salome O. Siaton,
said those who have not
availed the CAMP or the
one-time Php5,000.00 cash
assistance for the workers
in the formal sector, may
explore the Small Business
Wage
Subsidy
(SBWS)
Program of the Department
of Finance (DOF).
Hinting that employers
especially small businesses
could still retain their workers
during
the
quarantine
period, Director Siaton urged
them to give the SBWS a try,
which shall be given for up to
two (2) months.

“The
national
government is providing a
wage subsidy program for
affected employees of small
businesses to help mitigate
the impact of the quarantine
period. Clients of DOLE may
also avail of said program.
This is an opportunity that
must be taken advantage of,”
said Siaton
She added that this time,
employers have to closely
work with the Social Security
System (SSS) and the same
agency will be accepting
applications online from
April 16, 2020 to 08 May
2020.
Under the SBWS, the
government, through the
SSS, shall provide a wage
subsidy of between 5,000 to
8,000 pesos (based on the
regional minimum wage) per

month per eligible employee.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
FOR SMALL BUSINESSES
There are two (2) criteria
that applicants must meet:(1)
size of business - The small
business — whether a
corporation,
partnership,
or sole proprietorship must not be in the BIR’s
Large
Taxpayer
Service
(LTS) list and (2) impact of
the enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) on the
small business’ operations Small businesses under both
Category A (non-essentials)
that are forced to stop
operations (i.e., temporary
closure or suspension of
work) and Category B (quasiessentials) that are allowed to
operate a skeleton force can
apply for the wage subsidy
for employees who are not

able to work and did not get
paid during the ECQ.
“Businesses that have
been compliant with the
regulations of the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR) and
SSS will be prioritized,” added
Siaton, who said further
that such program, just like
the CAMP, will involve the
employers completing the
application online on behalf
of their employees.
“Under
the
SBWS,
employees who have received
subsidy from the DOLE
under the CAMP shall be
eligible to avail the assistance
for only the first month to
avoid duplication,” she said.
The
salary
subsidy
amount for Central Visayas
per qualified employee will
be Php6,000.00 per month.
Employer-applicants
will

have to go to the SSS portal
atwww.sss.gov.ph and login to their My.SSS account.
Details of the SBWS can also
be accessed at https://www.
bir.gov.ph/index.php/smallbusiness-wage-subsidysbws-program.html.
“We are helping the
Department of Finance,
the Social Security System
and the Bureau of Internal
Revenue
disseminate
information
regarding
the Small Business Wage
Subsidy Program. At the
same time, we are trying
to extend assistance to our
valued clients by way of
letting them know that after
our CAMP resources have
been depleted, there are still
other government agencies,
which could also come to
their rescue,” said Siaton.

The Academe
THE Supreme Court
(SC) announced that out of
7,685 examinees, only 2,103
(27.36%) who completed the
bar exam passed
Committee Chairperson
SC Associate Justice Estela M.
Perlas-Bernabe announced
the results together with the
list of successful examinees
of the 118th bar exam
conducted on four Sundays
of November 2019 at the
University of Santo Tomas
(UST), Espana, Manila.
The SC released the list of
2019 bar exam topnotchers
after the special en banc
session on April 29, 2020.
Mae Diane M. Azores
from University of Sto.
Tomas-Legazpi
(formerly
Aquinas University) topped

the bar with 91.0490%.
Meanwhile,
Associate
Justice
Marvic
Leonen,
who chairs the 2020 Bar
examinations panel, issued
Bar Bulletin No. 11.S.2020
on Wednesday announcing
the postponement of this
year’s Bar examinations due
to the coronavirus outbreak.
“Upon the recommendation of the 2020 Bar
Examinations Chairperson
and in view of the increasing
number of COVID-19 cases
in the country, as well as
the social and economic
disruption caused by the
pandemic and the resulting
enhanced community quarantine, the Supreme Court
en banc resolved to postpone
the 2020 Bar Examinations.

This is to give the Court
ample time to determine
the necessary adjustments
and to make adequate
preparations for the safe
and orderly conduct of the
examinations,” the bulletin

RANK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

read.
The SC said the new
schedule for the series of
tests will be announced by
June 2020 “when the current
adjustments to the present
pandemic becomes clearer,”

NAME
Azores, Mae Dianne M.
Parahiman, Princess Fatima T.
Baranda, Myra M.
Bandiola, Dawna Fya O.
Fabello, Jocelyn B.
Manuel, Kenneth Glenn L.
Buergo, Rhowee D.
Avila, Anton Luis A.
Rojas, Jun Dexter H.
Madera, Bebelan A.

adding that the examinations
will “definitely be held
sometime in 2021.”
The next round of tests
for law students will be held
in Manila as well as in Cebu
City.

SCHOOL
University of Santo Tomas - Legaspi
University of The East
University of Santo Tomas - Legaspi
San Beda College
Palawan State University
University of Santo Tomas
Jose Rizal University
Saint Louis University
Polytechnic University
of the Philippines
University of St. La Salle

RATING
91.0490%
89.5230%
88.8250%
88.3360%
88.2630%
88.1730%
87.8710%
87.5820%
87.5765%
87.3795%
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NAPC, DA spreads free vegetable seeds
THE National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC)
and the Department of Agriculture (DA) have begun distributing vegetable seeds in
various regions in the country
during the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ).
With the DA under Secretary William Dar providing the
seeds, NAPC community volunteers are going out to poor
barangays. This is now ongoing in the three Visayas regions
along with Region 3 and 5 in
Luzon and Region 10 in Mindanao, said NAPC Secretary
Atty. Noel Kinazo Felongco.
In a letter dated April
7, 2020 to Secretary Dar
in Quezon City, the NAPC
head said the commission’s
Kasambayanihan “Gulayan
sa Bakod” program is aligned
with the DA “Plant, Plant,
Plant” Program.
“We are pushing backyard gardening now. We need

to help poor folks boost their
individual immune systems
even as we strengthen food
security of each household
during the quarantine,” said
“We know the combination of personal hygiene, social
distancing, quarantine and ensuring a healthy immune system is important in combatting
COVID-19,” Felongco said.
The NAPC, which aimed
to reach one million community volunteers nationwide
when it launched Kasambayanihan last year, is now
relying on this vast network
to involve the poor in efforts
towards backyard gardening.
The volunteers distributed seeds of vegetable like upo,
okra, ampalaya, eggplant,
petchay, squash and tomato
in coordination with the Department of Agriculture (DA).
NAPC has pressed for the
nationwide distribution of
vegetable seeds to communi-

ties to ensure household food
security amid the coronavirus
disease or COVID-19 crisis.
“The endeavor seeks to
encourage especially the poor
to engage in backyard gardening. This is a worthwhile effort
during the quarantine,” said
Felongco even as he thanked
the critical assistance of the
DA Secretary Dar.
In the 2018 report of the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), Central Visayas has
a poverty incidence of 17.5
percent, Western Visayas
with 16.4 percent and Eastern Visayas with 30.9 percent,” Felongco noted.
Those interested may contact the following: Reclynes
dela Cerna (Visayas) – 0927
224 5444; Favian Magallanes
(Visayas) – 0919 819 8057;
Gus Tapia (Mindanao) – 0977
852 0816; Ted Jacinto (Luzon)
– 0966 850 4306; Terry Magbiro (NCR) 0909 228 3158.

NAPC workers seek exemption from cost-cutting
WORKERS of the National
Anti-Poverty
Commission
(NAPC) are appealing for
exemption from a P17 million
cost-cutting measure to be
able to fulfill its mandate of
helping the poorest of the
poor as the nation combats
the
coronavirus
disease
(COVID-19).
Mandated
by
the
Department
of
Budget
(DBM) circular 580, the
cost-cutting measure aims to
institute economy measures
in government due to the
emergency health situation

brought about by COVID-19.
However, implementation
by the NAPC would result in
the loss of its effectiveness
in pursuing programs that
support the administration’s
efforts to address poverty,
said the Contractual Workers
Welfare Association of National
Anti-Poverty Commission.
This was contained in a
statement signed by officers
of the workers welfare
group led by its president
Vicente R. Poseran sent
to Secretary Gen. Rolando
Joselito Bautista (Ret.) of

the Department of Social
Welfare and Development
(DSWD) in Quezon City.
The cost-cutting would
greatly affect the members
of the Association, who have
been in the forefront in the
battle of the Agency against
the
ongoing
pandemic
situation. A ten percent cut
in the MOOE would mean
a reduction in the present
Contract of Service and
Job Order personnel of the
Agency, which comprise the
bulk of the workforce of the
Agency,” said Poseran.

AROUND THE WORLD
Spain plans ‘new normal’ by end of June

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has announced
a four-phase plan to lift its coronavirus lockdown and
return to a “new normality” by the end of June.
Four Spanish islands will be first to ease measures
from May 4, with the rest of Spain following a week later.
Spain’s coronavirus outbreak has so far killed almost
24,000 people.
There are signs the epidemic is now in decline. On
Sunday, Spanish children under the age of 14 were finally
allowed to leave their homes for one hour a day.
“By the end of June, we as a country will have entered
into the new normality if the epidemic remains under
control,” he said.
Sanchez said provinces would progress to less
restrictive phases based on their infection rates, local
hospital capacity, and how well distancing measures were
being observed.
Sanchez told Spaniards: “We are starting to glimpse an
outcome that will be a reward for the huge collective effort
made over the past weeks.”
But he warned that “the virus is still lurking”.

Saudi Arabia abolishes flogging as punishment
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman abolished
flogging as punishment as part of his effort to reshape how
the kingdom is run.
Saudi judges can still order the beheading of murderers
and drug dealers, but lower-level offenders will now get
fines or jail time instead.
Saudi officials welcomed the move to abolish flogging,
as another bold reform by Prince Mohammed.
Saudi Arabia is one of the world’s few absolute
monarchies and administers justice based on Shariah law.
Drinking alcohol is a criminal offense, and drug trafficking
often a capital crime.
The lack of a unified penal code gives judges great
leeway in sentencing, and flogging was most often part of
the punishment for so-called moral crimes such as public
drunkenness or what judges deemed to be inappropriate
contact between unrelated women and men.
“This reform is a momentous step forward in Saudi
Arabia’s human rights agenda, and merely one of many
recent reforms in the kingdom,” Awwad Alawwad, the
president of the kingdom’s human rights commission said.

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

CBW readers hold hard
copies of Cebu Business
Week and enjoyed
reading its contents
which are all positive
news. Left to right: Roger
Panes, Lourdes Shrine
service committee chair,
Gene Valenzuela an AFP
reservist, Jun Nagac,
accupuncture practioner.

Cebu Business Week

May 4, 2020 - May 10, 2020

11

LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. The actor who played “Marlboro Man” died of lung cancer?
2. Hewlett-Packard’s (also known as HP) name was decided in a coin toss in
1939? The name was always going to be a hyphenation of the two founders last
names, so in order to decide between Hewlett-Packard and Packard-Hewlett,
they flipped a coin.
3. Google was originally named BackRub? It is actually a play on the word ‘googol’
– a mathematical term for the number represented by 1 followed by 100 zeros
4. A group of jellyfish is called a smack?
5. Uranophobia is the Fear of heaven?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
Do not let the memories of your past limit
the potential of your future. There are no
limits to what you can achieve on your
journey through life, except in your mind.”
― Roy T. Bennett, author
“You get in life what you have the courage
to ask for.” ― Oprah Winfrey, media
proprietor

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life
is about creating yourself.”― George
Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright
“A man who dares to waste one hour of
time has not discovered the value of life.” —
Charles Darwin, English naturalist,
geologist and biologist
“Education costs money. But then so does
ignorance.” – Sir Claus Moser, British
statistician

Visit us at Unit 302 3rd Floor
Mango Square Mall
or Call us up for your orders
at 0908-662-2226.
Door to door delivery!
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Pacquiao-Crawford fight:
Middle East or Macau?

talks in the next month or
so. I talked to Terence and
trainer/manager
Brian
McIntyre about it. It appears
to me that Crawford and
Pacquiao wanna go ahead
with that fight.”
Pacman’s former manager said he thinks the fight
would have to take place
outside of the United States.
“The question is do we do
it in the Mid East or outside
of China in Macau, how quick
would they be to open up?
We are working on it. This
is not a period of business as
usual,” he said.

TOP Rank Inc. CEO
Bob Arum is looking at the
Middle East and Macau
as possible venues for the
planned Manny PacquiaoTerence Crawford bout
“I had feelers out before
all of his happened with the
coronavirus. Where it was
pretty much down the line
about getting a PacquiaoCrawford fight on late in the
summer or in the fall.” Arum
said.
“Then, of course, everything blew up. But I am
optimistic that I will be
able to continue with these

SMB’s Austria is again Coach of the Year
SAN Miguel’s Leo Austria
was named the Coach of the
Year by the PBA Press Corps.
For the fourth time in
the last five years, Austria,
62, will receive the coveted
Virgilio “Baby” Dalupan
trophy, edging Barangay
Ginebra’s Tim Cone for the
honor named after the late,
great “Maestro” of Philippine

basketball.
Austria sealed the award
after guiding San Miguel to
back-to-back championships
in the 2019 season and a
record fifth straight crown in
the PBA Philippine Cup.
Austria became the first
to win the award for three
straight
seasons,
giving
him the right to keep the

Perpetual Trophy: first given
in 1993 permanently.
This is the fourth Coach
of the Year title for Austria,
making him to second in the
all-time list, after beforehand
tying Cone and Ryan Gregorio.
Former Gilas Pilipinas
coach Chot Reyes remains
the only five-time winner of
the award.

Marcial can turn pro, compete in Olympics
THERE is no hindrance if
Eumir Felix Marcial decides
to participate in the Olympics
even as a professional boxer.
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has
made it clear that “no distinction will be made between athletes of any code of

boxing, in accordance with
the current AIBA rules.”
“However, all boxers
must comply with the WADA
anti-doping code, as well as
the age limits in accordance
with AIBA eligibility rules.”
The 24-year-old Zamboangueño has been weighing

his options after being offered
to sign a rewarding promotional deal. He was also guaranteed sufficient support in
training while preparing for
the Summer Games in2021.
Marcial is a three-time
Southeast Asian Games
gold medalist and also won

a silver in the 2019 AIBA
World Championships aside
from winning the gold in
the 2011 AIBA Youth World
Boxing Championships.
AIBA has not distinguished between professionals and amateurs in its competitions since 2016.

Pacio tops ONE Championship MMA strawweight list
ONE
Championship
will release athlete rankings
for choice weight divisions
across its mixed martial arts,
Muay Thai, and kickboxing
disciplines.
“It
is
with
great
excitement that I announce
the
inaugural
ONE
Championship
official
rankings,” ONE chairman

and chief executive Chatri
Sitdyodtong said.
Filipino star Joshua
Pacio topped the strawweight
mixed martial arts list in the
inaugural edition
“The
rankings
will
bring more clarity and
transparency for our athletes
as they chase their dreams
for a world championship,”

Sitdyodtong explained.
ONE Championship vice
presidents Rich Franklin
and Miesha Tate are among
the independent panel of
media and industry experts
that determines the rankings
after each event, weighing
wins and losses, recent
performances, and quality of
opponents.

