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HIGHER FARE;
LESSER LOAD
Passenger buses deployed in Cebu province: LTFRB
PASSENGER buses are
now deployed in the entire
Cebu province since last May
20, 2020 with higher fares but
of reduced capacity approved
by the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB).
LTFRB 7 Director Eduardo
Montealto Jr. said there are two
terminals for Cebu province.
The south terminal is located
at Lantaw in Talisay City near
South Road Properties and at
the north terminal will be a Sta.
Lucia Estate in Consolacion,
Cebu near SM mall.
Montealto told Cebu
Business Week that the
Department of Transportation
(DOTr), the mother agency
of
LTFRB
and
Land
Transportation Office (LTO)
will not allow old passenger
buses and passenger jeepneys
to ply back in their routes as
Public Utility Vehicles (PUV).
He said the passenger
jeepneys with “Euro” 4 category
and have conformed to the
modernization
guidelines
will be allowed to ply in their
respective routes.
On the other hand, Montealto said the passenger buses
and modern jeepneys will start

plying their routes in the urban
cities of Cebu, Mandaue and
Lapu-Lapu by June 1, when
these are downgraded from
Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) to General Community Quarantine (GCQ).
The increase in fare rates is
due to the fact that transport
operators are allowed to
accommodate only fifty percent
of the total seating capacity of
their units.
Transport
operators
recognized that fuel prices like
diesel has reduced from P48
per liter before the coronavirus
disease pandemic to an average
of P29 per liter at present.

The new fares for buses in
the South area are: Talisay –
City of Naga, P24; Talisay City
– Dumanjug; P143; Talisay
City– Carcar City; P48; Talisay
City – Barili, P114; Talisay City
– Pinamungajan (via Toledo
city), P122.
Most of the passengers are
taking passenger buses up and
down.
LTFRB approved the new
minimum fare for the first five
kilometers of P11 and P1.85 per
succeeding kilometer. The old
rates were P8.50 for the first
5 kilometers, and P1.20 per
succeeding kilometer.
As of May 21, twelve buses

BUSES line up at the Cebu South Bus Terminal.

started running with permit
from LTFRB and the Cebu
Provincial Government. More
buses from Cebu Provincial
Bus Operators Transport
Cooperative (CPBOTC) will
soon ply Cebu Province.
Barili Cebu vice mayor Julito “Julie” Flores who is also
a transport operator said that
the initial units had opened
transport opportunities to the
riding public especially that no
Public Utility Vehicles (PUVs)
were allowed to operate since
March 28, 2020 when local
government units declared
Enhance Community Quarantine (ECQ). The passenger
buses were only allowed back
on the road after Cebu Province was downgraded from
ECQ to GCQ.
The CPBOTC has about 50
members with an estimated
150 units. At present they
can only provide 100 units
under the PUV Modernization
Program of the Department of
Transportation (DOTr).
Flores said both driver and
conductor are receiving P400
a day from the operators plus
ten percent share for the driver
and eight percent share for the
conductor from the gross fare

collection.
The net fare collection shall
have been deducted of the
amount for fuel.
Consolacion, Cebu Vice Mayor
Teresa “Nene” Pepito Alegado
told Cebu Business Week that
the opening of Public Utility
Transport will pave the way
for industrial workers and the
people in Cebu Province to face
a new normal.
Alegado said the new bus
terminal is now being jointly
operated by the Consolacion
Municipal Government under
Mayor
Joaness
(Joyjoy)
Alegado and Cebu Provincial
Government
under
Gov.
Gwendolyn Garcia. The LGUs
will rent the area.
Alegado urged business
owners to provide shuttle buses
so that their employees can
have access to transportation
from their firms to the
terminals.
Alegado recognized the
fact that most of the workers in
the urban cities are residing in
Cebu Province, but they are the
most vulnerable in the Covid-19
Pandemic, hence, they need the
assistance of their employers
and the government. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Workers get holiday pay on Eid’l Fitr
WORKERS who work
on Monday, May 25, 2020,
which is Eid’l Fitr or the
Feast of Ramadhan, will
be paid 200% of their daily
wage rate for the first eight
hours of work.
Labor Advisory No. 20,
Series of 2020 provides for
the rules of the payment of
wages for the May 25 Regular
Holiday.
Workers who will not
work on Monday, May 25
will be paid 100% of their

daily wage rate provided they
are present or on leave with
pay on the last working day
prior to the holiday.
Establishments
that
have totally closed or
ceased operations during
the community quarantine
period are exempted from
paying the holiday pay.
For work done in excess
of 8 hours or overtime
work, workers must be paid
an additional 30% of their
hourly rate on that day. For

work done on that day and
it also happens to be the rest
day of the workers, they must
be paid an additional 30% of
their basic wage of 200%.
For workers who render
overtime work on that day,
which also happens to be
their rest day, they must be
paid an additional 30% of
their hourly rate on said day
But the latest labor
advisory issued by Secretary
Bello, pointed out that
employers are allowed to

defer or delay their payment
of the holiday pay until
such time that the present
emergency situation has
been abated.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton said that
employers are just given consideration for the meantime
to postpone the payment of
the holiday pay due to the existing national emergency.
“They will have to make
sure to abide by the rules
of payment for the holiday

pay. They may pay the
holiday pay at a later date
so, it means that they are
not exempted from paying
such because they will have
to eventually especially when
the normal operations of the
establishment is already in
place,” added the Regional
Director.
“But of course, no one
would restrict any company
to pay the holiday pay to
their workers on time,” the
DOLE-7 Head finally said.

Moratorium on fees imposed on domestic vessels
THE Cebu Port Authority
(CPA) will not be collecting
berthing and anchorage fees
for domestic vessels affected
by government restrictions
as a result of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19).
Administrative
Order
No. 2 signed by CPA General
Manager
Leonilo
Miole
imposes a “moratorium on
the collection for berthing
fees (domestic) and fees/
rentals for areas and spaces
inside the passenger terminal
buildings of the authority.”
Said AO shall take effect
from March 16, 2020 to June
30, 2020 or until such time
that all domestic cargo and

cargo-passenger vessels are
already allowed to resume operations “or whenever normal
port operation shall have resumed, whichever comes first.”
Miole
signed
Administrative Order No. 2
to allow the implementation
of a moratorium on the
following:
Ø Berthing fees for
domestic vessels on hold
departure;
Ø Anchorage fees for
domestic vessels on hold
departure;
Ø Permit fees or rental for concessionaire spaces, stalls, booths, check-in
counters at CPA Passenger

Terminal Buildings (PTBs)
and similar commercial
spaces at the CPA Baseport

and Subports which ceased
operation due to the government-imposed
COVID-19
quarantine measures.

“Provided
that
the
moratorium on the payment
of Berthing fees (Domestic)
and
Anchorage
fees
(Domestic) shall only be for
the duration of their hold
departure period pursuant
to the government-imposed
COVID-19
quarantine
measures,” Miole said
The order stipulates
that vessels not cleared
for departure to its next
port of call due to OVID-19
quarantine measures, “shall
be exempt from payment
of berthing or anchorage
fees, as the case may be,
for the duration of its holddeparture period.”

But all domestic cargo
and cargo-passengers vessels
that were allowed to continue
to operate shall not be
covered by the moratorium.
“However,
considering
that they too have suffered
and continue to suffer the
effects of the pandemic and
the imposition of COVID-19
quarantine measures, by way
of support of the Authority
and in recognition of the
valuable services that they are
providing for the unhampered
flow of goods during this
crisis, the said vessels shall
be assessed only on a per day
basis pursuant to existing rates
prescribed by the Authority.”

SEC reminds lending firms of mandatory grace period for all loans
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has reiterated its directive
for all financing and lending
companies to provide borrowers more time to settle
loans falling due within the
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) and modified
enhanced community quarantine (MECQ) period.
In an advisory issued
on May 20, the Commission reminded financing
and lending companies to
strictly comply with Section 4(aa) of Republic Act
No. 11469, or the Bayanihan to Heal As One Act,
its implementing rules and
regulations (IRR), and other applicable laws, rules
and regulations.
Section 4(aa) of the
Bayanihan
Act
bestows
the President the power
to implement a minimum
30-day grace period for the
payment of all loans while
the country battles the

COVID-19 pandemic.
On
April
1,
the
Department
of
Finance
issued the IRR directing
all lenders, including those
under the supervision of
the SEC, to apply an initial
30-day grace period to all
loans with principal and/or
interest falling due during
the ECQ period.
The initial 30-day grace
period shall automatically be
extended if the ECQ period
is extended by the President
pursuant to his emergency
powers.
Accordingly, all financing
companies, lending companies and microfinance NGOs
shall apply the mandatory
grace period to all loans with
principal and/or interest
falling due between 17 March
2020 and 31 May 2020.
The SEC Cebu Extension Office has also received
emails from clients clarifying about the mandatory
grace period. Questions were

raised because borrowers
were concerned whether the
payment schemes offered by
a financing or lending institution followed the guidelines stated in the Bayanihan
to Heal as One Act.
SEC
Cebu
officer-in-charge Atty. Alma
Marie E. Dalena said that all
financing and lending institutions must comply with the
implementing rules and regulations.
“Given the current circumstances, all lending and
financing companies must
follow the rules and regulations stated in the Bayanihan
to Heal as One Act. Our office
is continuously sending letters and notices to financing
and lending companies within our jurisdiction, informing
them that they must comply
with the provisions stated in
the Bayanihan Act.” Dalena
said.
She also added that borrowers may ask their office

for assistance if they have additional concerns or queries.
“Concerned borrowers
may raise their inquiries to
our office by emailing seccebu@sec.gov.ph or calling
(032) 416 9339.”
On May 6, meanwhile,
the Inter-Agency Task Force
for the Management of
Emerging Infectious Diseases issued Resolution No.
33, Series of 2020 directing
all banks, quasi-banks, financing companies, lending
companies, and other financial institutions to count the
grace period from the respective due dates of qualified
loans or until such time that
the community quarantine is
lifted, whichever is longer.
Under the IRR, all covered institutions shall not impose interest on interest, fees
and other charges to future
payments or amortizations.
Borrowers may also pay the
interest accrued during the
grace period on a staggered

basis over the remaining life
of the loan.
All covered institutions
are further prohibited from
requiring their borrowers
to waive the application of
the mandatory grace period.
Nonetheless, borrowers may
still choose to pay their obligations during the ECQ.
Under the Bayanihan
Act, refusal to provide thirty-day grace period shall be
punishable with imprisonment of two months or a fine
of not less than P10,000 but
not more than P1 million or
both, at the discretion of the
court.
“Any violation or noncompliance shall be dealt
with to the full extent of the
law,” the SEC warned, noting
that it is currently investigating financing and lending companies that allegedly
refuse to comply with the
Bayanihan Act, its IRR and
other applicable laws, rules
and regulations.
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No new taxes albeit falling revenues
NO NEW tax measures
will be proposed amid the
coronavirus
pandemic
despite
its
dwindling
revenue resources.
Department of Finance
(DOF) Secretary Carlos G.
Dominguez III said that they
will adhere to the Senate
leadership’s
“suggestion”
not to add new taxes to
raise funds for the country’s
coronavirus response.
“We have no new
sources of revenue at this
point in time, as we are

following the suggestion of
Senate President Senator
Vicente C. Sotto III that we
will not propose any new
taxes,” Dominguez said
Dominguez explained
that the postponement of
the April 15 tax payment
deadline for income tax
returns has caused the
decrease in tax collections
and not all actual revenue
losses for the government.
“That tax will be intact
because that was earned
last year,” Dominguez said.

FINANCE SECRETARY CARLOS G. DOMINGUEZ III

“What we really lost
actually is the value-added
tax
(VAT)
collections,
the excise tax collections
between mid-March until
probably the end of May.
That is the big loss,”
Dominguez said.
Dominguez
assured
the public that even with
the
significant
decline
in
revenue
collections,
the
country
remains
“financially able” to meet
the unexpected challenges
of the pandemic.

Only double occupancy in hotels in new normal
HOTELS
can
accommodate only up to
two persons per room once
the hospitality industry
resumes operations under
a new normal under the
Department of Tourism’s
(DOT) omnibus revised
tourism standards that will
be rolled out soon.
Tourism Undersecretary
Arturo Boncato, Jr., said
hotels in general community
quarantine areas will also

only be allowed to operate
at 50 percent capacity.
“The basic common
themes we expect to see in
the omnibus revised tourism
standards are anchored
on social distancing, deep
sanitation, protection gear
and investment of tourism
stakeholders in health plans
for both employees and
guests,” he said.
“We expect to roll out
that set of standards within

the next couple of weeks
so we can give time to
stakeholders to prepare and
comply,” he added.
The
DOT
is
also
planning to extend lowinterest loans to tourism
stakeholders as community
quarantines have forced
businesses to momentarily
cease operations, he said.
“DOT will invest heavily
to help stakeholders and
build confidence among

travelers within the country
first as other countries are
doing as well,” he said.
Tourism Secretary Berna
Romulo-Puyat
said
the
tourism industry contributes
12.7
percent
in
the
Philippines’ gross domestic
product and generates about
5.4 million jobs.
The DOT will orient
stakeholders
on
the
industry’s new normal in a
few weeks.

Passenger ships ok to travel under GCQ areas
PASSENGER ships are
allowed to resume operations
in areas under general
community
quarantine
(GCQ).
The Maritime Industry
Authority (MARINA) said,
passenger ships must only
travel with 50 percent of their
regular capacity and must
observe strict preventive
measures
in
ferrying
passengers to circumvent a
chain of transmission while
in transit.
Shipping
lines
were
also told to establish visible
social distancing marks,
handwashing areas, and
disinfecting footbaths in all
strategic areas outside and
inside the terminal.
“No face mask, no entry”
policy will also be enforced
in all areas at all times.
Mandatory
temperature
check of passengers and
employees prior to entry in

the facilities shall also be
implemented.
According to MARINA,
both passengers and crew
must wear face masks during
the entire voyage.
Two medical workers
must be deployed on shore
and onboard vessels to check
and monitor passengers,
employees, and crew.
An isolation area must also
be put in place on shore and
on board in case a suspected
COVID-19 case is found.
Moreover, to minimize
face-to-face
transactions
between passengers and
employees, shipping lines
are urged to set up an online
platform for the purchase and
payment of tickets.
However, MARINA said
that while passenger ships
can finally resume travel in
areas under GCQ, they cannot
enter any ports within areas
placed under ECQ,
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Be transparent
Thinking Cebuanos
know the mass testing
would only confirm the
number of persons who
are already positive of
Covid-19. Many are not
included in the statistics
because they are not tested yet.
Please do not insult
us by insisting that the
mass testing is the cause
Weekly Notes
for the sharp rise in pos- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
itive cases in Cebu City.
Dili intawn mi bata nga way buot. Sayon rang ilaron.
Just to indulge these spin masters, let us look at statistics
they obviously overlooked. Let us compare the mass testing
figures in the cities of Cebu, Mandaue, and Lapu-Lapu City.
I culled my figures from the Facebook post of the
Mandaue City Public Information Office last May 19, 2020 at
8:35 in the morning.
Cebu City had 6,034 tested. Mandaue City tested 6,516.
Lapu-Lapu City showed 6,747. More people clearly got tested
in Mandaue and Lapu-Lapu.
But why has Cebu City topped the national list of Covid-19
cases per barangay? No barangay in Mandaue and LapuLapu cities are in the list of top 50 barangays in the country.
However, there are eight Cebu City barangays with Mambaling and Kalunasan at the top two.
More people were tested in Mandaue and Lapu-Lapu
compared to Cebu City. But why is Cebu City at the top?
Perhaps, we should look at other causes that apparently
the spin masters do not want us to look or remember. For instance, remember how mismanaged the implementation of
the lockdown as well as the distribution of the rice and quarantine passes was at the onset?
My advice to the spin masters, just be transparent. This
way, we will better understand what you are doing and be
convinced to support you.
Quarantine centers
Perhaps our reporters need to revisit what happened
to the quarantine centers at Sacred Heart and at the North
Reclamation Area. With the rise in Covid-19 positive cases in
Cebu City, are these already full? Wa may balita? I am asking
because some quarters are saying the two facilities are largely
unused.
The Cebu City Council had appropriated P100 million for
the NRA facility. The business community likewise poured
huge donations for the completion of the Sacred Heart facility.
I am asking because the Cebu City Council has appropriated another P50 million for another quarantine center at the
South Road Properties (SRP).
Ignore bashers
In Pasig, the young Mayor Vico Sotto focuses on the welfare of his constituents and refuses to indulge his bashers. I
hope LGU executives in Cebu will follow suit. Please do not
give award-giving bodies abroad a reason for giving another
award. Dapat ikaw lang usa, Bambi Beltran.
@anol_cebu in Twitter
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Do not tax digital now
Quarantine, and staying
at home, pushed not just a
huge swath of the consumer
population to spend most
of their time online. Brick
and
mortar
businesses
had to close. Those that
opened relied on takeout
orders made online and
delivered by such online
delivery services as Grab
and Lalamode.
Micro-entrepreneurial
initiatives, taking advantage
of social media especially
Facebook,
mushroomed.
Now,
one
can
order
vegetables or seafoods in
Facebook and delivered
house to house.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

As the bigger firms
reopen cautiously, these
will have to deal with
such limitations as social
distancing and the need to
test their employees. Worse,
some myopic government
officials require the private
sector to pay for the testing
of workers returning.
No matter how accurate
a rapid test kit is, it only
detects the anti-bodies that
develop after an infection.
An employee that tests
negative one day might be
infected the next day. So,
how many tests should an
employer conduct?
For employers, continuing

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
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Emmanuel R. Espina
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with the work at home arrangements would increasingly be
an attractive option. These arrangements inevitably further
accelerate digitalization.
Come to think of it,
digitalization might rapidly
turn into a driver of growth.
But then, some bright
boys in Congress have begun
pushing the idea of taxing
digital businesses. Instead
of laying down incentives
to hasten the process of
economic recovery, these
pests just want to burden
digital businesses with
taxes.
Please, do not tax digital
now.
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week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
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OPINION

Japan’s economy falls into recession

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The world’s third biggest
economy shrank at an
annual pace of 3.4% in the
first three months of 2020.
The coronavirus is wreaking
havoc on the global economy
with an estimated cost of
up to $8.8tn (£7.1tn). Last
week, Germany slipped into
recession as more major
economies face the impact of
sustained lockdowns. Japan
did not go into full national
lockdown, but issued a state
of emergency in April which
severely
affected
supply
chains and businesses in the
trade-reliant nation. The
3.4% fall in growth domestic
product (GDP) for the first
three months of 2020, follows

a 6.4% decline during the last
quarter of 2019, pushing Japan
into a technical recession.
Consumers in Japan have
been hit by the dual impact
of the coronavirus and a sales
tax hike to 10% from 8% in
October. While Japan has
lifted the state of emergency
in 39 out of its 47 prefectures,
the economic outlook for this
current quarter is equally
gloomy. Analysts polled by
Reuters expect the country’s
economy to shrink 22%
during the April-to-June
period, which would be its
biggest decline on record. The
Japanese government has
already announced a record $1
trillion stimulus package, and
the Bank of Japan expanded
its stimulus measures for
the second straight month in
April. Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe has pledged a second
budget later this month to
fund fresh spending measures
to cushion the economic blow
of the pandemic.(BBC)
oOo
Unemployment checks are
flowing, $490 billion has been
shipped to small businesses,
and the U.S. Federal Reserve

has put about $2.5 trillion
and counting behind domestic
and global markets. Fears of
overwhelmed hospitals and
millions of U.S. deaths from
the new coronavirus have
diminished, if not disappeared.
Yet two months into the
United States’ fight against the
most severe pandemic to arise
in the age of globalization,
neither the health nor the
economic war has been won.
Many analysts fear the country
has at best fought back worstcase outcomes. For every
community where case loads
are declining, other hotspots
arise and fester; for states
like Wisconsin where bars are
open and crowded, there are
others such as Maryland that
remain under strict limits.
There is no universal, uniform
testing plan to reveal what is
happening to public health
in any of those communities.
Between 1,000 and 2,000
people a day continue to die
from the COVID-19 disease
in the United States, and
between 20,000 and 25,000
are identified as infected. If
there is consensus on any
point, it is that the struggle

toward normal social and
economic life will take much
more time, effort and money
than at first thought. The
risks of a years-long economic
Depression have risen; factdriven officials have become
increasingly sober in their
outlook; and the coming weeks
and coming set of choices
have emerged as critical to the
future. Faced with two distinct
paths - a cavalier acceptance of
the mass deaths that would be
needed for “herd immunity”
or the truly strict lockdown
needed to extinguish the virus
- “we are not on either route,”
Harvard University economist
James Stock, among the
first to model the health
and economic tradeoffs the
country faces, said last week.
That means no clear end in
sight to the economic and
health pain. (Reuters)
oOo
The Chinese government may enforce several
“countermeasures” against
U.S.
companies—including Apple—in retaliation for
the Trump administration’s
plans to crack down on shipments of semiconductors to

Chinese telecommunications
giant Huawei from chipmakers worldwide. According to
analysts cited in the staterun Global Times, such retaliatory measures from China towards large American
companies such as Apple,
Cisco and Qualcomm could
be akin to a “nuke bomb.”
Global Times also reported Friday that government
sources informed them of
plans to add U.S. companies
to a list of unreliable entities,
if Huawei gets pinched by the
U.S. government. That same
day, the U.S. Department of
Commerce announced new
regulations
strengthening
the prohibition on exports
of critical electronics such
as semiconductors to Huawei. The action is aimed at
preventing the company,
which reported $100 billion
in revenue in 2018, from
dominating the global semiconductor market, ostensibly
for national security reasons,
and is only the latest move by
the Trump administration to
curb China’s trading ability.
(Newsweek) mannyrabacal1144@gmail.com

Vicente Rama on miracles of Sto. Niño

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don
Vicente
Rama
originally wrote in Cebuano
“Ang Santo Niño sa Sugbo”
and translated into English
by Fr. Rudy Villanueva in
“The Vicente Rama Reader,
An Introduction for Modern
Readers.”
The miracles attributed
to the Santo Niño were
attested to by the Office of
the Governor of Cebu. These
accounts were researched
and then certified true by
then-Gov. Juan de Atienza,
an old resident of Cebu and

many times its alcalde, or
mayor.
The very first recorded
miracle the Santo Niño
performed was preserving
from harm the house where
the image had been longtime
resident. A fire razed all of
Cebu but the house that had
been home to him for so
long, no flame could touch,
none could harm.
In 1618, the whole
of
Cebu
experienced
widespread drought. What
did the Cebuanos do? They
carried the image of the
Santo Niño and paraded
the streets with it until they
reached the cathedral.
There, they planned to
celebrate a Mass. Yet the
parade was still to enter the
main portal of the church
when everything became
dark as sudden appearance
of black cloud formations
covered the sun. After a
while, a heavy rain fellthe salvation for which
the Cebuanos had been
fervently praying.
In 1631, there arrived in

Cebu a shipment of sixteen
barrels
of
government
gunpowder. One night the
entire stock was ignited
and caused a fire wherein
homes were lost. Before
that relentless force all
the city stood helpless,
facing its total reduction to
cinders. The people turned
to the Santo Niño and had
the image brought to the
scene of the fire. The people
went to their knees and
begged for help. In a while,
the flames turned gentle
and then went out”.
‘The young son of a
Spaniard, Rodrigo Madrid
Rojas, fell ill in 1634. He
suffered severe pains and
became crippled as a result.
Praying before the Senor,
the parents gifted the image
with a crown of gold. Rodrigo
recovered and before long
was able to walk again.
The year 1651 brought
Cebu a terrible calamity
with the sudden appearance
of worms. Hunger was
the aftermath because the
worms devoured every plant

that sprouted. Deaths began
to multiply. Once more, the
people went to the Holy
Child and moved Him from
the temporary nipa-andbamboo chapel He occupied.
After eight days, during
which time the people
were gathered to worship
the Holy Child, two large
boats loaded with grains
arrived in Cebu. The worms
disappeared unremarked.
An
epidemic
of
smallpox struck Cebu in
1652, killing adults and
children alike. This the
Cebuanos countered by
parading the Holy Chld
again through the streets.
Without interruption the
people began to recite the
novenas as the Senor’s feet,
and within a few days the
epidemic ended.
There are more stories.
Drought struck in 1668 and
was stopped. In 1675 an
attack of locusts ended with
dispatch. A humpback lost
his deformity in 1677.
Yet we felt sad. The
official proofs of these

wonderful events as well
as other pertinent papers
that carry the signature
of General Legazpi were
not to found. These were
supposedly shipped to the
Archivo de las Indias in
Spain, where they are now
in the official collection and
safekeeping of the royal
government. All were taken
there for fear of possible
loss or damage resulting
from the colony’s trouble
with Spain and America.
A certain miraculous
report claimed that the
face of the Senor was
frequently noticed to alter
in appearance. One careful
friar, by the name of Fr. Tirso
Lopez, tells us the sightings
have not yet been infallibly
verified. He further doubts
whether there is proof
forthcoming that is strong
enough to support that kind
of miracle. This business
of
frequently
changing
appearance-the
sunlight
frequently creates such an
impression. Or else it is in
the mind of the beholder.
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Binignit incident and the mobile markets

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Binignit is one of the
favorites on Holy Week.
When I was younger, I could
remember biko and binignit
served as a delectable
merienda in our table as we
watch Passion of the Cross.
Hence, the caption that
people are scrambling for
the binignit ingredients at
Carbon Market came with no
surprise. After all who could
not resist the thought of the
delicious and scrumptious
binignit offered hot ready
for dining? However, it may
not sit well with the present
strict health protocol being
observed to prevent the

spread of the corona virus.
With the sudden spike of
corona infection throughout
the city, it didn’t surprise me
that the binignit incident was
blamed with the sudden surge
of infection. From less than ten
persons positive for Covid-19
before Holy Week, the number
rose to 1,800 with 19 more
fatalities and climbing.
Barangay
Mambaling
topped the list with more
than 800 positives of the
virus.
At present, the
pandemic spread nearly
to all barangays in the city
except those in the mountain
barangays which remained
Covid-19 free.
Authorities closed down
or limited entry to our public
markets that eventually led
to the closure of Pasil and
Inayawan Public Markets
to prevent the spread of the
dreaded virus.
The concept of the
Mobile Market which was
initiated by our Mayor
Edgar Labella with the
Market Administrator Junel
Matuguina and Councilor
Junjun Osmena become
a welcome idea as City

residents are placed in the
lockdown situation with
strict quarantine order and
stay home protocols.
Markets are now brought
to the doorsteps of every sitio
in the barangays with more
than 100 sites now being
served according to Moiralyn
Kate Geraldez, the Mobile
Market in charge. Geraldez
said the Mobile Market
served thousands of people
in the barangay. She said
that the prices in the Mobile
Market are even lesser
compared to the prevailing
market standards as the
people can get direct from
the source.
Administrator Matuguina
even said Market supervisors
are assigned in Mobile Market
to monitor the amount being
sold. The project, he said,
would bring the market closer
to the people as they no longer
have to go the local markets
and queue for their turn to
buy their favorite dishes,
vegetables, fruits, meats and
fish they will just have to
remain in their respective
barangays and wait for the
schedule posted.

Although most of the
residents welcome the idea
of mobile market, former
Councilor and Party-list Congressman Jun Alcover cautioned the implementation
as it would affect the small
sari-sari store. While he
agreed with the concept but
with the lowered price being
sold, the resident will no longer go to their sari-sari store
and would eventually deprive the marginalized proprietor of their meager profit. He suggested that Market
Operation Division would instead tap the sari-sari stores
and strengthen the same by
providing financial packages
making sustainable the concept of Mobile Market.
Alcover’s
proposition
sounded
sustainable
especially if the local sari-sari
stores are given loan packages
to fan the revitalization of
the local economy. After all
the sari-sari store serves as
a backbone for the barangay
enterprise. Hope the City
Council and the Mayor
Edgar Labella will take that
proposition into account.
If local sari-sari stores

are given that privilege, I
am certain economy in the
barangay will spur the ailing
economy severely hit by the
Covid 19 pandemic. Local
legislators such as Junjun
Osmena, Nina Mabatid,
Philip Zafra, Raymund Garcia
should take up the cudgel for
our local entrepreneurs to
speed recovery and to lift the
transition from Enhanced
Community
Quarantine
(ECQ) to General Community
Quarantine
(GCQ)
and
back to the normalcy of our
community.
Besides
supporting
our sari-sari stores would
aid local livelihood and
decongest
our
local
markets. The nightmare
of binignit incident in
Carbon which spawned
the virus spread would
now be prevented if people
could see their basic need
provided by their local sarisari store.
Indeed, the closure of
some doors leads to opening
of opportunities for our
people in the barangays.
Let us see the new normal
coming.

Are we past the first wave of COVID-19?

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

With the scaling down
of the enhanced community
quarantine to moderate
quarantine, apprehension
are on the rise regarding
a severe rebound of the
coronavirus
disease
or
Covid-19.
Several government and
health officials have continuously warned against
a possible “second wave”
of Covid-19 due to relaxed
quarantine rules, but some
experts said they are not
even sure if the country has

gone past the first wave of
infections.
The medical adviser to
the national task force on
Covid-19, Ted Herbosa said
experts and scientists have
varying opinions on whether
the Philippines is done or is
still in the middle of a first
wave of the pandemic.
“We don’t know (if
PH is still going through
first wave),” Herbosa said
in an interview with CNN
Philippines’ The Source.
“There are some scientists
who are saying we just
pushed the first peak
farther, that means we
bought time. And as soon as
we opened up, the peak will
go up.”
“So some even say this
is still the first wave just
delayed by about 50 days of
ECQ (enhanced community
quarantine),” he added.
“The other thing is that
we’ve already flattened it
and the peak will happen
from external sources, other

sources.”
Among the parameters
experts review to check
the country’s progress in
the Covid-19 battle is the
“reproductive number” of
the viral disease. Herbosa
said the goal is for the
statistic to decrease to a
value below one.
He noted that the
country was able to lower
the rate to about 0.6 during
the height of the ECQ
implementation, but latest
data shows the number is
hovering around the higher
value.
Metro Manila and other
Covid-19 high risk areas
have been placed under a
modified ECQ— which sees
less strict lockdown policies
in a bid to gradually reopen
the economy.
However, photos of
citizens
swarming
the
malls during its first day
of implementation raised
alarm
for
authorities
who cautioned against a

“resurgence” of infections
if Filipinos do not follow
proper distancing protocols.
Citizens’ behavior
Regardless of whether
the country is battling the
first or second wave of the
disease, Herbosa said it is
still important for citizens
to be wary when they head
outside.
He said that aside
from the regulations the
country’s COVID-19 task
force will put in place, the
public’s behavior will be one
of the deciding factors in
the country’s “new normal.”
“The second wave is
brought about by what
happened in the Spanish
influenza in 1918. People
went out, had a parade,
something
like
what
happened in the malls,”
Herbosa said. “If people
continue to do this type of
behavior, we will end up
with a second wave. What
we need to do is behave in
the new normal.”

“We need to prevent
that second wave and if it
does happen, it must be a
second wave that is within
the capacity of our health
system,” he added.
Aside
from
mass
gatherings,
Herbosa
mentioned the return of
overseas Filipino workers
may be another factor in
determining a new wave of
infections.
The government earlier
assured that all returning
kababayans will undergo
strict quarantine procedures upon arrival.
Several officials and
netizens
have
raised
the need for ramped up
Covid-19 testing across the
country. This is the best
way to quickly isolate those
infected and contain the
spread of the deadly virus.
To
date,
the
Philippines
has
over
12,000 cases of Covid-19.
emma nuelbernespina @
gmail.com
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PRC cited for doing 45% of covid tests
THE Philippine Red Cross,
headed by Senator Richard
J. Gordon, was cited during
the hearing of the Committee
of the Whole for doing 45
percent of the COVID-19 tests
conducted in the country.
During the hearing, Vivencio “Vince” Dizon, deputy
chief implementer of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases (IATF)
and president and CEO of the
Bases Conversion and Development Authority, disclosed
that the PRC has been doing
a big chunk of the tests, doing
45 percent of 11,123 tests conducted on May 14.

Senator Juan Miguel
Zubiri,
majority
leader,
pointed out that if the
PRC, with Gordon as its
chairman and CEO, was able
to establish bio-molecular
laboratories in such a short
time, the IATF should be able
to do it too.
“If the Philippine Red
Cross, led by Sen. Gordon,
which I am proud to be
a member of, could do it
in such a short time, why
couldn’t you do it?” he asked
the IATF officials present
during the hearin, which was
called to discuss updates on
COVID-19 situation in the
country and get a general

overview of the problem and
the response taken by the
government.
Even Foreign Affairs

Secretary Teodoro Locsin
Jr., came out with a tweet
lauding Gordon and the
Red Cross. “My God, 45%
of total testing is being done

by Dick Gordon’s Red Cross!
Jesus H. Christ. I really love
Dick. And I don’t care what
anybody says about that.
Proudly loving Dick,” he said
on his Twitter account.
Data from the PRC
showed that it finished 4,590
tests on May 14; 5,040 on
May 15; 5,400 on May 16;
and 6,030 on May 17.
The
PRC
already
established three molecular
laboratories that are equipped
with
polymerase
chain
machines that can run up to a
combined total of 12,000 test
a day. The first two are located
at the National Headquarters
along EDSA and the third

one, accredited last week, is
located in Port Area, Manila.
Other facilities are set to open
in in Subic, Clark, Batangas,
Los Banos, and Cebu, among
other areas, in the next few
weeks.
The PRC, which has
the distinction of being the
only Red Cross national
society with a bio-molecular
laboratory
system,
is
planning on opening at
least
20
bio-molecular
laboratories throughout the
entire country to prevent
the spread of COVID-19
and other diseases that may
emerge or re-emerge in the
future. ELISEO S. MARAON

Small businesses can’t afford COVID-19 testing
SMALL
businesses
cannot afford to shoulder
the cost of testing their
employees for COVID-19
infection.
The Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) said that, while
large corporations can pay

for the extra expense of
testing their employees,
medium, small and micro
enterprises (MSMEs) are
already struggling financially
because of the measures
imposed to check the spread
of COVID-19.
PCCI
president
and

former Ambassador Benedicto
Yujuico, said that the MSMEs
can hardly afford to keep their
employees, much less do these
tests which are very costly.
A PCR costs P10,000.
“That is one month’s
salary. How do we expect
the SME to afford that?

Government
has
to
come in, the province
and responsibility of the
Department
of
Health
(DOH),” Yujuico said.
Yujuico said that many
of their members, which are
MSMEs, said they will have
to shut down in one to two

months if business remains
bleak and without the financial
assistance they need.
The
Department
of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
meanwhile said it would start
processing loans on June 1
for MSMEs displaced by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Only suspect COVID-19 returning workers require PCR tests
SUSPECT
COVID-19
cases returning to work are
the only ones required to
undergo medical tests.
Trade
Sec.
Ramon
Lopez made the clarification
that not all of the workers
returning to their jobs are
required to undergo tests for
the coronavirus disease 2019

(COVID-19).
“People who go to work
every day need a health
declaration every time. Just
to know the usual questions,
did you sit beside a COVID
patient, are you caring for a
COVID-19 patient, do you
have exposure to a COVID
patient -- or those who have

illnesses. Those are the only
ones who will be required to
undergo PCR tests,” Lopez
said
He said the public may
be confused due to earlier
reports that all workers need
to undergo COVID-19 tests.
“I want to make it clear.
Only those who have illnesses

will be required to undergo
PCR tests,” Lopez reiterated.
The trade chief also
urged
employers
to
provide shuttle services
for their workers, as
public transportation is
still suspended in parts
throughout the country
to
avoid
large-scale

contaminations.
Small
and
medium
enterprises whose workers
are allowed to return
to their jobs but in dire
need
of
transportation
can have alternative work
arrangements, like the workfrom-home
scheme,
he
added.

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

CBW readers hold
hard copies of Cebu
Business Week and
enjoyed reading its
contents which are all
positive news. Left to
right: Clifford Alo of
Mandaue City, Rep.
Janice Salimbangon
(Cebu, 4th District) and
Virgilio “Nonoy” Espeleta,
President Cebu Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI).

8 May 25, 2020 - May 31, 2020

Cebu Business Week

CEBU CITY HALL PAGE
A paper within the paper

Noah’s complex for Covid asymptomatic
THE Big Foot property at
South Road Properties (SRP)
will be converted into a facility to accommodate people
asymptomatic with Corona
Virus Disease (Covid-19).
Cebu City vice Mayor
Michael Mike” Rama said
the facility is dubbed as
Noah’s Complex
The property was offered by naturalized Filipino Businessman Michael
Gleissner who also donated P4 million-- P2 million
each for the Local Government Units (LGUs) of the
cities of Cebu and Lapulapu. The use of the property is rent-free.

In an interview with
DYRC radio, Rama the Noah’s
Complex will be managed by
former Cebu City Councilor
Joy Pesquera, a lawyer and
accountant by profession.
This center for asymptomatic is already issued
permit to operate by the Department of Health (DOH) 7
through Director Dr. Jaime
Bernadas and Dr. Guy Paras.
Two of the benefactors
of this Noah’s Complex are
the Cebu City Foundation
and businesswoman Mariquita Salimbangon-Yeung.
The
structures
are
already there as constructed
by Big Foot years ago.

BIG FOOT property at South Road Properties.

The benefactors will put
the facilities required for
Covid-19 patients based on
the guidelines set by DOH.
The other benefactors

who pledged additional
funds to realize Noah’s
Complex are SM Seaside,
Ayala Corporation, Metro
Pacific,
Ocean
Park,

Robinsons
Corporation,
and hopefully, Filinvest.
Rama also thanked the
Visayan Electric Company
(VECO) for putting up
the necessary electrical
connections like power
posts and wires.
Rama
said
Mayor
Edgar Labella has ordered
the immediate asphalting
of two roads leading to
Noah’s Complex. One road
connects to SM Seaside and
the existing “bagsakan”
(mobile market). The other
one connects to the service
road leading to Mambaling
access road. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

DA extends P7M farmer loans P1.5 B to finish CCMC
THE
Department
of Agriculture (DA) has
extended loans without
interest to about 289 Cebu
City farmers in the amount of
P7 million to help them cope
with Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Macario
“Yoyong”
Quevedo, chief executive
officer of Cebu People’s
Multipurpose Cooperative
(CPMPC), told Cebu Business
Week that they are the
conduit of the government
program where each of the

289 farmers will receive
P25,000 each, interest-free,
payable in 10 years or at
estimated P200 a month.
“Instead of dole-out,
the government extended
interest-free
loans
which they can use while
continuing to grow plants
for food production amid
Covid-19 crisis. This is
really a big help for them
to avoid getting loans from
other institutions slapping
high interests. In this way,
the beneficiaries can feel

a sense of belonging,”
Quevedo said.
Quevedo said Cebu City
Mayor Edgardo Labella
has witnessed when Ligaya
Ebarita and Alma Marie
Cormel of the Agricultural
Credit
Policy
Council
(ACPC) turned over the
money last May 11, 2020.
CPMPC has recorded
600 farmers in Cebu to
get that kind of program,
and the first bath are from
Cebu City composed of 289
farmers. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

MAYOR Edgar Labella was visited by officials of the Department of Agriculture and Cebu People’s Multipurpose
Cooperative who informed him about the P7 million loan without interest to 289 Cebu City farmers.

THE Cebu City council
has appropriated the amount
of Php 1.5 billion to finish the
Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC).
Cebu City vice Mayor
Michael Mike” Rama said
CCMC is an important
structure to provide health
services to the people
especially with the belief that
Covid-19 will remain
“This
hospital
is
necessary and may become
the epitome of health services
in Cebu as we face the “new
normal”,” Rama said.
According to the vice
mayor, the members of the
city council and Labella are
now eyeing the properties
near CCMC including the
Cebu City Fire Department
and the Land Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 to make these
as part of CCMC.
Rama said that when he
was then the city mayor, he
planned that in due time this
property will be connected
with CCMC and called
“Wellness Complex”. It is
just like Chong Hua Hospital
with separate medical arts.
This wellness center will be
the command center.
“We once envisioned
CCMC to become an epitome
of health services despite
an attempt of a politician to
dispose of it,” Rama said.
Rama
urges
former
Mayor Tomas Osmeña to
help in the fight against
Covid-19 instead of finding
faults against Labella.
“What we are doing now

is for the benefit of all people
of Cebu City including him,”
Rama said.
Rama also welcomed
the help and support of
presidential
assistant
Michael Dino of the Office
of the Presidential Assistant
for the Visayas (OPAV) in the
fight against Covid-19.
He said that in the Local
Government
structure,
there is only one executive
department
and
one
legislative
department.
OPAV can be considered a
support group to avoid public
confusion.
In the entire Cebu, we
should be considered one
island where there is unity in
all Local Government Units
(LGUs) which will include
the Cebu province and the
three highly urbanized cities
of Cebu, Mandaue and Lapulapu. If these three cities are
united, “We are a power, he
said.”
“That is why Cebu City
is called Queen City of the
South, because it is the center
of the entire Cebu island. We
even have the Magellan’s
Cross planted in front of Cebu
City hall by world navigator
Ferdinand Magellan almost
five centuries ago,” Rama
said.
In his parting words,
Rama reminded the people to
follow precautionary measures
like social distancing, hand
washing, wearing face mask
and proper hygiene at home to
prevent the further spread of
Covid-19 virus.
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Labella oks entry of pork from Mindanao
MAYOR
Edgardo
Labella has ordered that
pork coming from cities in
Mindanao will be allowed to
enter Cebu City.
Gen. Santos City and
Cagayan de Oro City are
considered “green areas”
since they were not hit by
African Swine Fever (ASF).
Therefore, meat coming
these places are safe for
human consumption.
Dr. Alvin Leal of the
National Meat Inspection
Service (NMIS) told Cebu
Business Week that the scope

of distribution of pork from
Mindanao is within Cebu
City alone.
Leal said, “there’s a lot
of pork in Mindanao which
are cleared from ASF, hence,
meat dealers there are eager
to supply Cebu City.
However, these meats
are not allowed to enter Cebu
Province because Governor
Gwendolyn Garcia banned
their entry.
Leal
added
that
there are three private
slaughterhouses in Cebu
City, located in Talamban,

Inayawan and Pardo, all
covered by City ordinances.
On record, the Cebu City
Government phased out
the abattoir at North
Reclamation Area after the
7.6 magnitude earthquake
in 2013.
The role of NMIS in the
pork business in the city is
to ensure the safety of the
consuming public.
Dr. Leal admitted that
people operating mobile
markets for meat abuse the
present health situation we
are in by bringing the name

of City Hall to make thewir
trade credible.
However,
NMIS
7
Director
Dr.
Eduardo
Oblina advised local officials
to make sure the law is
strictly followed, from the
procurement of the pigs up
to its slaughter.
Last Sunday, Oblina
caught some people illegally
slaughtering pigs at Ramos
public market. He advised
the barangay captain to
follow the law by submitting
live pigs for slaughter at an
accredited abattoir.

Under the rule pig owners
shall secure an animal health
certificate to assure that the
pigs to be slaughtered are
free from any communicable
disease.
Leal said the prices of
pork range from P140 to
P230 per kilo. The maximum
price is called premium cut.
Any upward deviation
from the price range should
be reported to the Local
Price Coordinating Council
(LPCC) of the concerned
local government unit. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

MCWD to install more wells CPMPC to deploy
THE Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) has
recently conducted public
bidding to install 11 wells to
augment the water needs of
Metro Cebu amid Corona
Virus Disease (Covid-19)
pandemic.
MCWD Chairman Joey
Daluz said there are no
takers, despite being priced
at P1.5 million to P2 million
each well. The reason could
be the enhanced community
quarantine imposed in urban
cities since March 28, 2020.
He said they will conduct
a re-bidding during the new
normal period in order to
realize the well projects
because water is vital
especially at this time that
the government encourages
all people to really wash their
hands to prevent the spread
of Covid-19.

If
water
project
contractors will help MCWD
in realizing the well projects,
it will take only 2 to 3 months
to finish it.
Daluz said how they
wish to provide enough
water supply to the water
consumers, but the water
utility operations have been
affected by the pandemic and
the summer period resulting
to lack of supply.
He said that Jaclupan
water source alone has a
capacity of 35,000 cubic
meters a day but this has been
decreased to 20,000 cubic
meters a day last month, and
further decreased to 11,000
cubic meters at present.
“We are urging the water
consumers to be patient
as we are really working to
normalize water supply,”
Daluz said.

In the meantime, Daluz
said MCWD workers are
desilting Jaclupan water
source in order to store more
water when rainy days come.
MCWD is also planning
to construct another water
storage adjacent to the
existing Jaclupan water
source in order to double its
capacity. However, it will
take seven years to do it.
Daluz also said that
they will finally approve this
year the construction of an
80-meter high water dam in
Mananga River, although it
will also take seven years to
be realized
To recall, Cebu City
Mayor Edgardo Labella
appointed Daluz to sit as
chair of the MCWD board
following the expulsion of
the previous board. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO.

CCTO warns vs indiscriminate parking
PRIVATE
vehicles
are not privileged to park
anywhere they want.

The
Cebu
City
Transportation Office (CCTO)
made this pronouncement

CEBU CITY traffic enforcers in time their newly designed and newly issued
uniform from the city government.

as it reminded the public
that even with almost empty
streets in the city due to
the enhanced community
quarantine, they are not to
park indiscriminately.
The CCTO said it will not
hesitate to clamp vehicles
that violate the parking rules
along the city streets.
A clamped vehicle means
the owner will have to walk
home.
“We urge drivers not to
park their cars just anywhere
on the streets. We warn those
especially plying Carbon and
Colon areas that if you leave
your car, we will not hesitate
to clamp it,” the city traffic
vanguard said.

150 jeepneys
in Metro Cebu
The
Cebu
People’s
Multipurpose Cooperative
(CPMPC) is now ready
to deploy about 15 units
of brand new passenger
jeepneys once they get the
approval from the Land
Transportation Franchising
and
Regulatory
Board
(LTFRB).
Macario
“Yoyong”
Quevedo, CPMPC Chief
Executive Officer, told
Cebu Business Week that
the 15 units are presently
assigned the TalambanColon Route in Cebu City
even prior to the Enhanced
Community
Quarantine
(ECQ) last March 18, 2020
as ordered by Cebu City
Mayor Edgar Labella.
To
recall,
LTFRB
7
Director
Eduardo
Montealto, Jr. told Cebu
Business
Week
that
beginning June 1, 2020 they
will allow the operation
of passenger buses within
the urban cities of Cebu,

Mandaue and Lapu-lapu.
Then, they will also
allow the deployment of
passenger buses provided,
that this units will conform
to the guidelines set
by the Department of
Transportation (DOTr), the
mother agency of LTFRB
and Land Transportation
Office (LTO).
Quevedo
said
that
at present they have 150
units of passenger jeepneys
including the 15 units, which
are already assigned routes
by LTFRB. All the 150 units
are now being kept in a
garage owned by CPMPC.
Quevedo added that
with regards to the 135
units, LTFRB now requires
them to choose the various
routes within Metro Cebu.
“That’s why we are
hoping that by next month
all our 150 units will
operate 24 hours a day,”
Quevedo said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Tax on digital services pushed
A BILL that seeks to impose a 12% value-added tax
(VAT) on digital advertisements, internet-based subscriptions and transactions
made on electronic commerce (e-commerce) platforms has been filed in Congress.
House Ways and Means
Committee
Chairperson
Albay Rep. Jose Maria
Clemente S. Salceda filed
House Bill No. 6765 or the
“Digital Economy Taxation
Act,” which he said would
raise about P29 billion in
annual revenues for the
government
Salceda said that at
present, whatever subscription fees were being collected by apps like
Netflix or Spotify weren’t
levied any tax by the Philippine government “and
that’s obviously not fair,”
he said.
“When you’re a network in the Philippines,
advertising services paid
to you will be subject to
VAT (value-added tax).
But Google and Facebook
are not subject to VAT for
advertising. They earn so

much from the Filipino
people, but they don’t pay
a centavo of VAT,” Salce4da added.
Finance Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez III said
taxing the digital economy
is “something to seriously
consider” to plug leakages.
“It’s to be able to collect
VAT,” he said.
Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) Deputy Commissioner for Operations
Arnel S.D. Guballa said
that every sale of goods
or services are taxable,
whether manual or digital
and it is “about time” for
the Philippines to capture
these tax leakages on digital transactions.
Salceda’s bill will include “network orchestrators like Grab Philippines,
Angkas, and other similar
services that link customers and providers as withholding agents for income
taxes, and “network orchestrators” for leasing services
such as Airbnb and e-commerce platforms such as
Lazada and Shopee.”
The bill mandates that
VAT will be imposed on all

services “rendered electronically,” which includes
digital advertising on Google and Facebook and subscription services such as
Spotify and Netflix.
The proposed bull will
also require digital service providers to establish
a resident agent or representative office in the
country to addresses the
issue of businesses having
a significant presence in
a country without having
a physical establishment
here that could be held liable for tax and regulatory
purposes, improving our
revenue intake while being
better able to protect consumers from unfair trade
practices.
Salceda estimated the
measure to generate P29.1
billion in annual revenues
for the government. VAT
on E-commerce platforms
will raise about P9.7 billion; digital advertising,
P4 billion; games P2.9 billion;
subscription-based
services such as music streaming and video
streaming services will
give in about P2.2 billion.

Monitor Bayanihan grants
disbursements to LGUs
THE
Department
of
Finance (DOF) has instructed
local treasurers to report
the expenditures under the
“Bayanihan” grants that were
released to local government
units (LGUs).
The DOF’s Bureau of Local
Government Finance (BLGF)
issued Memorandum Circular
No. 009-2020 last April 27
signed by BLGF Executive
Director Niño Raymond Alvina,
ordering all provincial, city
and municipal treasurers to
“ensure the proper recording
and reporting” of these funds
“to effectively monitor the
Bayanihan Grants to LGUs”.
Funds equivalent to onemonth of the internal revenue
allotment (IRA) share for 2020
of cities and municipalities
and one-half of the 2020 IRA
for provinces were released by
the Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) last April
to LGUs.
These one-time fund
releases are known as the
Bayanihan grants which should
be exclusively used for programs
and activities to respond to the
Covid-19 emergency.
Such subsidies were given

on the strength of Republic
Act (RA) No. 11469, or the
Bayanihan to Heal as One Act.
The DBM released last
April 7 a total of PHP30.82
billion to cover the allocations
of cities and municipalities
under the Bayanihan grants, as
Another PHP6.2 billion,
released in three tranches
of PHP4.7 billion, PHP1.35
billion and PHP141 million,
was released last April 13 to
cover the Bayanihan grants of
provinces.
The Bayanihan grants to
LGUs shall be inputted as “other
subsidy” in the Statement of
Receipts and Expenditures
(SRE) Report of the Local
Government Unit Integrated
Financial Tools (LIFT) system.
The LIFT is an ITbased
reporting
system
for
local
treasurers,
assessors, budget officers,
and accountants required
under
DBM-DOF-DILG
(Department of the Interior
and
Local
Government)
Joint Memorandum Circular
No. 2018-1 to synchronize
financial reports of LGUs
with the national government
oversight agencies.

The Academe

CHED to NTC: Give college students
free access to online education resources
The Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)
asked the National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC) to provide
college students free access to online education
resources during the coronavirus pandemic.
This was included
in
President
Rodrigo
Duterte’s
8th
weekly report on the
implementation of the
anti-COVID-19 response
law, which he submitted
to Congress on Monday,
May 18.
Duterte’s report said
that “to enable around 3
million higher education
students
to
access
education
resources

as well as facilitate the
flexible learning, CHED
has requested the NTC for
zero-rated internet access
to online repositories of
educational resources,”.
The
government
coronavirus task force
earlier approved CHED’s
resolution
to
open
classes in colleges and
universities based on
mode of teaching.
P r e s i d e n t i a l
Spokesperson
Harry
Roque
presented
the
following
approved
resolutions for colleges
and universities:
Ø those using full
online can open classes
anytime;
Ø those
using

“flexible” learning can
open anytime in August;
Ø those using residential or face-to-face
method can open not earlier than September 1 in
areas under general community quarantine;
Ø no residential or
traditional
face-to-face
classes until August 31.
CHED
Chairperson
Prospero de Vera III
explained that “Flexible
learning”
for
college
and universities is a
combination of “digital
and non-digital technology
Meanwhile,
experts
at the UP said that the
“physical” opening of
classes might increase the
transmission of Covid-19.
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FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. Michael Jackson offered to make a Harry Potter musical, but J.K. Rowling
rejected the idea? Rowling says she turned down a lot of adaption opportunities,
and Michael Jackson’s just so happened to be one of them.
2. Dying is illegal in the Houses of Parliaments? This law is in place because
anyone who dies in the Houses of Parliaments is entitled to a state funeral
3. Pepsi got its name from the digestive enzyme pepsin?
4. A group of monkeys is called a troop?
5. Rhytiphobia is the Fear of getting wrinkles?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“A successful man is one who can lay a
firm foundation with the bricks others
have thrown at him.” — David Brinkley,
newscaster for NBC and ABC
“Success seems to be largely a matter of
hanging on after others have let go.” –
William Feather, American publisher
and author

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Try not to become a man of success. Rather
become a man of value.” – Albert Einstein,
theoretical physicist
“Stop chasing the money and start chasing the
passion.” – Tony Hsieh, CEO of Zappos
“I never took a day off in my twenties.
Not one.” — Bill Gates, Microsoft cofounder

Visit us at Unit 302 3rd Floor
Mango Square Mall
or Call us up for your orders
at 0908-662-2226.
Door to door delivery!
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Pacquiao logical match
for title-chasing Garcia
FILIPINO ring legend
Manny Pacquiao is the biggest
fight for Mickey Garcia.
Robert Garcia, brother
of four-division champion
Mikey Garcia, believes that
a showdown with Pacquiao,
the WBA (Super) champion,
is the most “logical next step
for Mikey”, who’s aiming
for a world title in the
welterweight class.
“Well, look, being Mikey’s
brother and trainer, you
know, with my dad, with

my son, we all agree that’s
the only fight that we would
really want Mikey to do at
welterweight,” said Robert,
saying “Manny is the the
one that matches better for
Mikey because Pacquiao is
not as big as all the other
welterweights. Pacquiao was
a flyweight at one time.”
At 5-foot-5 and a
half, Pacquiao (62-7-2),
boxing’s only eight-division
champion, is the shortest
of the titleholders in the

147-pound division..
“Even though his body
developed into a solid welterweight, he’s not as big, he’s not
as tall,” said Robert. “You know,
very dangerous, very fast, very
strong, but that’s probably the
only fight that we’re okay with
at welterweight.”
Freddie Roach, Pacquiao’s
longtime trainer, also gives
his thumbs up to the possible
matchup.
“I love the fight,” said
Roach. “It’s a very good fight.”

IM Miciano in Asian online rapid chess tourney
INTERNATIONAL
Master (IM) chess player
John
Marvin
Miciano
will join other Philippine
representatives
to
the
Zone 3.3 qualifiers for the
Asian Junior Online Chess
Championship.
Miciano
ruled
the
National Juniors Rapid

Online Chess Championship
earning him one of the three
tickets to the tournament.
The 20-year-old woodpusher topped the 16-man
field after tallying 12.5 points
after 15 rounds
He was followed by
Fellow IM Daniel Quizon
and top-seeded Eric Labog

came in joint second with
11.5 points each to claim the
other two berths in the event.
The Asian Junior Online
Chess
Championship
is
scheduled from May 26 to
June 3.
Zone 3.3 covers Eastern
Asia Zone which includes the
Philippines, Vietnam, Ma-

IM JOHN MARVIN MICIANO

laysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Mongolia, Thailand and
Myanmar..
The top three players
after the zonals will then join
the top finishers of the other
zones in the main event
of the Asian Junior Rapid
Online Chess Championship
later this year.

IOC, WHO agree to promote health through sport
THE International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the
World Health Organization
(WHO) had agreed to promote
a healthy society through sport
in the midst of the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) pandemic.
“Over the last few months
in the current crisis, we have
all seen how important sport
and physical activity are for
physical and mental health.
Sport can save lives,” said

IOC President Thomas Bach.
Bach said they will benefit from WHO advice when
addressing the challenges of
the post-coronavirus society.
Health will play a much more
prominent role in public policies. We look forward to working even closer with WHO.
The IOC calls on the
governments of the world to
include sport in their postcrisis
support
programs

IOC PRESIDENT THOMAS BACH

because of important role in the
prevention of communicable
and
non-communicable
diseases,” he added.
WHO Director General
Dr.
Tedros
Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said he is
pleased to formalize “this
longstanding partnership”
with the IOC.
“WHO works not only to
respond to diseases, but also
to help people realize their

healthiest lives, and this
partnership will do exactly
that. Physical activity is one
of the keys to good health
and well-being,” the WHO
head said.
WHO was instrumental
in sharing technical advice
with the IOC during the
discussions that led to
the postponement of the
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020
due to Covid-19 pandemic.

Blind triathletes hopeful albeit ASEAN Para Games cancellation
PARTICIPANTS of the
10th ASEAN Para Games
have been dismayed when the
competitions were called off
following the onslaught of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
The Para Games was supposed to run last January but
was moved to March, and
then put on hold because of
the quarantine measures, until
finally the official word came
down last week from the ASEAN Para Sports Federation: the
games would now be officially

canceled.
Competing for the Philippine team in the triathlon event
are Jerome and Joshua Nelmida, blind triathlete twins who
have been training for months.
Both born without corneas, their disability has not
stopped them from pursuing
their chosen sport. They said
they are not at all disappointed that league officials put the
safety of the participants above
all other considerations
“We all didn’t know that

this pandemic will happen all
over the world, so it is more important to all athletes, coaches,
delegates, and spectators to
be safe,” they added. “We are
praying that this crisis will end
the soonest possible time.”
The
Muntinlupa-based
para athletes continue to train
at home with their teams and
instructors. They have made
it their mission to inspire other aspiring athletes that no
disability can dampen their
dreams.

