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CREATE JOBS,
NOT DOLE-OUT
Government must provide work, not relief goods, money: BSP
BANGKO Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) Governor
Benjamin Diokno pushes for
the Philippine Government
to provide jobs to all
unemployed Filipinos and
avoid dole-out like giving
relief goods and money.
Diokno recognized that
the biggest problem now
is unemployment. Some
businesses may not be
able to survive in the crisis
brought by the coronavirus
disease
(Covid-19)
pandemic.
So, it is expected that
there will be a spike in
unemployment rate and the
government must provide
jobs to the people to prevent
further economic slump in
Filipino families.
In an interview with
Cebu Business Week, Atty.
Gary Maningo, head of
the BSP credit and loan
department, said the BSP
governor recommended an
emergency work program.
“If you let the people
clean the streets and pay
their salary, that will
spur economic activity
because
the
people
can have money to

buy their daily needs and
businesses will have sales.
A lot of people may be on
standby now while waiting
for opportunities,” said
Maningo, once a head of the
Cebu Credit Surety Fund
(CCSF).
Maningo added that
if the private sector
cannot provide them
employment,
the
government must
come in by providing
the people any kind
of jobs available.”
He said the infrastructure is slow at this
point of time because,
like for example, road
concreting--that
will only

ATTY. GARY MANINGO

provide little employment.
“The concept that the
BSP governor is suggesting
is like the previous cash for
work program. It is better
to give the people cash in
exchange for their
work rather
than give
t h e m
doleouts
l i k e
relief
goods
a n d
m o n ey from
Social
Amelioration Program (SAP),”
Maningo

said.
He added that SAP
and
4Ps
(Pantawid
Pampamilyang
Pilipino
Program) are not the
solution to hunger or lack
of food on the table.
After all, there’s a
maxim that says, “Give a
man fish and he can eat
only for a day. But teach
him how to fish and he will
not go hungry for the rest of
his life.”
Maningo has long been
advocating the payment
of salaries to people who
will work in the farm, grow
plants to increase food
production.
He said the government
must look at the vast tracks
of idle lands and may
pay those who can plant
bananas, coconuts and
other fruit trees on it.
He recalled the program
of the Philippine Coconut
Authority (PCA) which
paid the farmers P40 per
coconut seedling that they
planted.
He said the National
Government can utilize
the barangay governments
nationwide
by
listing

all the jobless people in
their localities. It can also
provide capital assistance
to micro, small and medium
enterprises.
Had the P6,000 of SAP
per family was given to the
people in exchange of their
work, there could have been
food production activity.
“Farming is the only
activity that will be far from
being transmitted with
Covid-19 because farms
have usually fresh air and
with less people in the rural
community,” Maningo said.
He said that if the
government will pay the
people who will plant coffee
and cacao in their own
lands, these plants will bear
fruits in 18 months. The
government might also set
up buying facilities for ready
market. That would really
spark rural development
and trading.
He cited the Cebuanos as
corn-eating people, but the
corn production at present
is not even sufficient for
animal feeds, hence, feed
millers are buying corn
from other provinces.ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Loan interests, penalties waived
GIVEN the economic onslaught of the pandemic, the
interests and penalties of loans
of the Cebu People’s Multipurpose Cooperative (CPMPC)
are considered waived and
the borrowers have to pay the
principal amount alone.
CPMPC Chief Executive
Officer Macario “Yoyong”
Quevedo said this is one way
of helping the people in endure the economic crunch
brought about by coronavirus outbreak.
“This is our contribution
to the Bayanhian Heal Us
One Act recently passed by
congress and approved by
President Rodrigo Duterte,”
Quevedo said.

Quevedo added that all
the loans obtained several
years ago and remain unpaid
and even considered bad
loans can be settled by the
borrowers and at the same
time clean their record to
become good standing members again once the Covid-19
dilemma is over.
“If the cooperators have
paid the principal amount
they’ve borrowed, they can
put more share capital to CPMPC or invest in our transport business,” Quevedo said.
For example, Quevedo
said, if a member has borrowed P20,000 ten years ago,
his obligation naturally had
piled up to a huge amount,

maybe up to P100,000 because of interests and penalties. However, the interests
and penalties are now considered waived.
“He is only required to
pay the principal amount of
P20, 000 plus freebie from
CPMPC of eight kilos of rice
equivalent to one kilo per
P2,500 payment,” Quevedo
said.
. “That is what I meant
that although the COVID-19
pandemic has ruined the
people’s health and the economy, it has also rescued them
from being bad borrowers
to members of good standing since their loans are expunged from the record,”

Power bill by installments
THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) has informed the public that electricity consumption in Cebu
City and Mandaue City from
March 28-May 30, 2020
shall be paid by installments
for four months.
The Cities of Cebu and
Mandaue are under the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ), hence, their power bill shall be spread for the
period from May 30-Sept.
30, 2020.
ERC Visayas Director
Joel Bontuyan said that since
Cebu Province is under General Community Quarantine
(GCQ), the reckoning period
for the four months installment is from May 15, 2020.
Bontuyan said that he
has already met with the
presidents of the Visayan
Electric Company (VECO),
Cebu Electric Cooperative
(CEBECO) and Mactan
Electric Company (MECO)
who gave him the assurance

that they will not cut off the
power connections of those
who cannot pay their bills
for the March 28-May 30,
2000 billing period, and the
bills will be spread for four
months from May 30-Sept.
30, 2020.
Bontuyan said that while
the installment scheme excludes the billing period
from March 27, 2020 down,
the presidents of the power
distribution utilities (DUs)
also assured him that electricity connections will not
be cut off.
Bontuyan said that the
people especially the workers and vendors may have
used their little savings to
buy food during the ECQ and
GCQ period. In that case, the
power consumers concerned
may try to talk to DU officers
not to cut their power connections.
He said DU officers and
workers are regularly reporting to work despite the ECQ

resulting from the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic’
Bontuyan clarified that
even without the ERC director giving installment option,
the connection of a power
consumer cannot be cut off
by VECO, MECO and CEBECO if there is no billing,
and no power disconnection
notice. The electricity billing and the notice of disconnection must be separately
served.
Under the regulatory
power of ERC, it is clear that
even if a power consumer has
received an electric bill, but
he did not receive the notice
of disconnection, it is illegal
to cut off his connection.
“It is our right, under the
law that DU must serve billing and notice of disconnection before a line is cut off. A
public utility must follow the
guidelines set by the government,” said Bontuyan, a lawyer. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Mandaue City to field more buses on June 1
THE
Mandaue
City
government is fielding more
buses starting Monday as the
it transitions from enhanced
community
quarantine
(ECQ) to general community
quarantine (GCQ).
The city is fielding a
total of 120 buses to cater
to 12 different routes with
each of the routes having 10
assigned buses, according

to an advisory posted on the
Facebook page of the City
Public Information Office
Buses will use designated
routes from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily along the national
highways and major routes
in the city. Tricycles will ply
secondary and barangay
roads during the GCQ.
The Land Transportation
Franchise and Regulatory

Board (LTFRB) has fixed the
minimum bus fare by at P11
for the first five kilometers
and an additional P1.85 for
the succeeding kilometers.
The advisory stated
that the city government
has prepared the public
transport bus routes to be
used this coming Monday,
June 1, 2020 for efficient
transportation.

Quevedo said.
CPMPC is among the
large cooperatives in the
country with P1.7 billion in
total assets as of 2019 and
is certain to hit P2.1 Billion
this year because of the P400
Million worth of brand new
modern passenger jeepneys
it has acquired..
At present, CPMPC is
ready to deploy 150 brand
new and modern passenger jeepney units in Metro
Cebu. Quevedo said the Land
Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has already approved
15 units to ply in the Talamban- Colon routes in Cebu
City.

These 150 brand new
units are all in consonance
to the Public Utility Vehicles
(PUVs) modernization program set by the Department
of Transportation (DOTr)
which will be fully implemented by July 1, 2020.
Cooperative
Development Authority (CDA) chairman Orlando Ravanera said
that there are at least 18,000
registered cooperatives in
the country with an estimated 11 Million members.
The CDA was created by
congress (House of Representatives and the Senate) as
mandated by the 1987 constitution to create such body to
serve the marginal Filipinos.

Fish should be cheaper
during COVID-19
PRICES of various fishes
in Cebu should be cheaper
during the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic.
Dr. Allan Poquita, Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) Director,
said that the demand for fish
since Cebu City was declared
under Enhanced Community
Quarantine
(ECQ)
tremendously went down with
the closure of restaurants
and the prohibition of social
parties.
Although Poquita failed
to give the specific prices,
he said that the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI)
in coordination with BFAR
has the suggested retail price
(SRP).
Poquita added that Cebu
City is the biggest fish merchant in the Visayas and
Mindanao that even Bohol
traders are purchasing fish
for sale in that province by
volume.
Poquita said we have
domestic supply of fish and
other marine life and several institutional traders are
buying fish in Cebu City by
tons.
In Cebu City and
Mandaue City, there at least
11 sardine manufacturing
firms which can various fishes not only for domestic consumption but also for export.
Hence, the Philippines is
not only relying on domestic
catch but importing several

fishes from other countries.
However, BFAR does not
allow imported fish to reach
our market.
Poquita said they are coordinating with various Local
Government Units (LGUs) to
request that if ever they will
impose curfew in connection
with Covid-19, fishermen
should be allowed to fish in
the seas because these are essential food.
LGUs at present use calamity fund to purchase sardines as among the relief
goods for their constituents
as a palliative measure in the
fight against Covid-19.
“Central
Visayas
including Cebu City is now
sufficient for fish and other
seafoods due to oversupply
after the demand plunfed
since March 2020,” Poquita
said.
If the people want to
know the real prices of fish
and other marine products,
they may refer to the SRP
provided for by DTI and
BFAR. Poquita urges middle
men not to jack up prices too
much.
He said he received numerous reports that middlemen doubled the prices of
fish and other marine products they paid to fishermen.
“We have a monitoring
team to maintain the real
prices and prevent any profiteering scheme,” Poquita
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Cashless payment for transport
IN A move to curb the
spread of COVID-19, the
Department of Transportation (DOTr), and the Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) welcomed PayMaya to give Public Utility Vehicle (PUV) drivers and operators cashless payment
options.
PayMaya is an e-wallet
app that gives users either a
virtual or a physical card to
be used for making online
payments.
DOTr Assistant Secretary for Road Transport
and Infrastructure Mark
De Leon said this is one
way to stop transmitting
COVID-19.
PayMaya,
via
its
mobile app is offering

taxis, transport network
companies
and
their
drivers, its QR scan-to-pay
(STP) capabilities. This will
prompt access to a digital
financial
account
that
they can use for
transactions such
as bills payments,
airtime
load
reloading,
and
sending
money
to friends and
family.
Drivers
and
transport operators may also receive contactless payments
through credit, debit, and
prepaid cards via tap-topay technology through the
digital payment solutions
of PayMaya.
Transport
operators

can use PayMaya’s PayOut
disbursement
solution
for the easy distribution
of salaries and other
incentives to their drivers’
respective
PayMaya

accounts.
PUV
drivers
and
operators will also have an
opportunity to use the app’s
features and technology
to gradually recover from
financial losses brought

about by the pandemic.
“In the ‘new normal’,
we must help everyone
adapt to new and safer ways
to lead our lives, and that
includes the transportation
i n d u s t r y , ”
r e m a r k e d
PayMaya Founder
and CEO Orlando
B. Vea.
Memorandum
Circular
2020018
of
the
DOTr-LTFRB
orders taxi and
Transportation
Network
Vehicle Service (TNVS)
operators in areas under
a
general
community
quarantine (GCQ) to give
their passengers cashless
or digital payment options

and help contain the spread
of COVID-19.
“Cashless payment in
taxis and TNVS is part of
the ‘new normal,’ and we
are glad that our drivers
and operators have options
such as PayMaya,” noted
LTFRB Chairman Martin
Delgra III.
The DOTr, and the
LTFRB
also
recently
recognized
GCash
for
offering
PUV
drivers
and operators the use of
its digital fare payment
scheme. The agencies are
also encouraging other
online payment service
providers, such as Squidpay
and Beep, to make their
services available to PUV
companies, drivers, and
passengers.

Rural co-ops seek relief from power contracts
INVOKING
‘force
majeure’ clauses in their
power supply agreements
(PSA), rural power utilities
asked the Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) to relieve
them of obligations with
generating companies
The Philippine Rural
Electric
Cooperatives
Association (Philreca) asked
the ERC Wednesday to issue
a new advisory allowing
electric
cooperatives
to
invoke force majeure clauses
in their power supply
agreements (PSA).

“As part of our advocacy
to provide affordable access
to
electricity,
Philreca
asks the indulgence of the
Regulators as we appeal
again the issue on Prompt
Payment
Discounts,
minimum energy off-take, fix
charges, and ‘force majeure’
provisions for the issuance
of guidelines or advisory for
the benefit of the memberconsumer-owners (MCO),”
Philreca Executive Director
Janeene D. Colingan said in
a statement.
A force majeure event

is invoked when parties to a
contract deem it impossible
to fulfill their obligations.
ERC
Spokesperson
Floresinda B. Digal said the
position of the commission
is that any modifications to
the approved PSA should be
discussed by the parties first
as we see different impact of
the community quarantine
to the distribution utilities
(DUs).
Philreca cautioned that
the consequence of not
allowing the removal of such
bill components is slapping

DILG to investigate ‘overpriced’
medical certificates for LSIs
THE Department of Interior and Local Government
(DILG) said it will investigate
reports about local government units collecting excessive fees for the issuance of
medical certificates to locally
stranded individuals (LSIs).
An LSI would need a
medical certificate for him to
travel to his home province
after being stranded due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and
the consequent lockdown
declarations.
DILG Secretary Eduardo
Año said, “If this is true, it is
an injustice to the stranded
individuals who just want to
go home to their provinces.”

Año appealed to LGUs
to instead release the
certification for free since
the LSIs will not undergo any
laboratory examination.
In the issuance of
medical certificates, the LSIs
are not required to be tested
for COVID-19, whether rapid
or PCR, as long as that they
have no symptoms and that
they are not identified as
suspected cases.
“Let us not collect
excessive fees from our
fellow Filipinos who only
want to go home to their
provinces. If possible, do
not charge them for it since
there will be no lab tests that

will be conducted. Let us not
make this difficult for them
as they have suffered enough
and all they want now is to go
home,” Año appealed.
The DILG chief said, the
LSIs wish to go home because
they no longer have funds to
sustain their daily needs hence,
they are stranded. “If they are
stranded and we still collect
excessive fees from them, it
shows how we do not have any
concern for them,” he added.
The DILG also urged
LSIs who were asked to pay
excessive fees their medical
certificates to report it to
the DILG and Philippine
National Police (PNP).

higher generation charges
by the power utilities to the
consumers.
“As we have reiterated
before, if no intervention
is done, paying these fixed
charges will significantly
result in a higher generation
charge/component
in
a
consumer’s electricity bill,”
Colingan said.
The
commission
in
its May 22 advisory said
the availment of prompt
payment
discounts
is
subjected to negotiations
between utilities and their

partners, the benefits from
which are required to be
shared with customers.
Earlier, the ERC told power
distributors to allow their
customers consuming 200
kilowatt-hours (kWh) or less
to settle their unpaid bills
from March to May in six
installments starting midJune, while allowing those
with below 200 kWh to pay
them in four portions.
The regulator warned of
penalties against utilities
that fail to comply with its
advisories on bills payments.
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Just use the facilities
We expect Cebu City
Hall to act fast amid the
Covid-19
emergency.
However, I cannot understand why our officials still show the slow
‘old normal’ way of doing
things. For instance, an
opening program for the
much-delayed quarantine center at the North
Reclamation Area?
Weekly Notes
I was impressed Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
when they first talked
about the idea. Build the quarantine center in 10 days at the
cost of P10 million pesos. Hmmm, the positive impression
faded when the center finished in 40 days. And that was several weeks ago.
Meantime, the number of Covid-19 positive patients
shot up making Cebu City the top in the country. The high
number was not caused by the mass testing. On the contrary,
the controversial mass testing confirmed the unnerving
positive situation.
Despite the high number of positive patients, I could
not understand why the NRA facility had no admissions
while the one at Sacred Heart only had over a handful.
At this writing, today is May 27, 2020, they still have
that thick face to display for all to see that the so-called
quarantine center at the NRA had no patients.
As I wrote weeks ago in criticizing the so-called
blessing, Cebu City Hall could just transfer the positive
patients and get the local media to cover. The local executives could play hero by having themselves photographed
as if supervising the transfer.
If you want to turn my criticisms into positive praises,
just do things right fast. You do not need to pay trolls to
invent canard. These trolls cannot even spell “attack” right
or get my brother’s correct nickname. Pero ang nagbayad
sa trolls maoy labing (fill in the blank) _____.
Steal as one?
My idol Bobby Nalzaro hit the nail on the head. He
talked and wrote about a situation that had been the topic
in politically neutral chatrooms the past weeks.
As the joke goes, we call corrupt people before as
“buaya.” Today, they refer to a bigger Jurassic reptile.
The long delay in presenting the mass testing plan
to the Cebu City Council and the ill-conceived damage
control efforts wrecked whatever credibility the key
players had. I would suggest that those least involved to
abandon the “steal as one” ship now.
Dilawan vs. DDS?
This propaganda dichotomy proved effective in the
2019 election. However, the pandemic dynamics had
altered the situation.
We look up to executives who competently implemented
the lockdown, handled the distribution of government assistance well, and will manage the emergence from quarantine
capably. Whether they are Dilawan or DDS would not matter.
Just do things right fast. @anol_cebu in Twitter
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Stop messing up city
Cebu City now possesses
the distinction of being
the only Philippine city
that breached the 2,000
persons positive with the
coronavirus. This should
make Cebu City executives
to reflect about the situation
and stop messing up.
Because of the daily
increases
in
covid-19
cases, researchers from the
University of the Philippines
(UP) recommended that
Cebu City should not lift
quarantine restrictions yet.
Cebu City, along with
Mandaue City, also holds
the honor of having been
given the ultimatum to

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

complete the first tranche of
the emergency cash grants
of the Department of Social
Welfare and Development
(DSWD).
These indicate performance much lesser than
bad. Not that of a most
prepared one.
However, extending the
quarantine for another 15
days would be good for Cebu
City and for its officials led
by Mayor Edgar Labella.
Cebu City now has
the health facilities and
capability to flatten the
curve within the next 15
days. It would be reality.
Not mere propaganda.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

Mayor Labella would
have the time to abandon
politics and get all political
players to cooperate – his
Barug, Rama’s Barug, and
the BOPK. Nobody would
want to be blamed for
another extension after
June 15.
The population has
already seen what happens
for not staying at home.
Officials
have
already
experienced the wisdom
of distributing assistance
house-to-house.
We should start doing
what is right and soon
become the best in standing
back again.
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contents of this newspaper are placed online
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Alibaba sees ‘recovery’ after virus

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba has seen “steady
recovery” in the country since
March but warned that the
path to an economic rebound
remains uncertain.
The firm’s sales grew
22% in the three months to 31
March, despite virus-related
restrictions denting activity.
The gain was stronger than
expected, driven by demand
for groceries, electronics, and
cloud computing.
Supply chain disruptions
and investment losses weighed
on its results overall. The performance of China’s economy in which Alibaba is a key player
- is being closely watched as a
preview of how the rest of the
world might fare following
abrupt economic shutdowns to
control the spread of Covid-19.
The country’s government
said that it would not set an
economic growth target. This

marks the first time it has declined to do so since 1990.
Many global companies have
also scrapped forecasts for the
year ahead, citing uncertainty
due to the pandemic.
On Friday, Alibaba, which
runs one of the world’s largest
groups of shopping and digital
media websites, also warned of
uncertainty. But it told investors that it expected revenue
growth of about 27% over the
next 12 months, compared to
35% in the prior year. Alibaba
profits were, however, almost
completely wiped out in the
three months to 31 March. The
company said this was largely
down to a loss of investment
income. The firm reported
sales of $16bn (114.3bn yuan,
£13.1bn) in the same period,
with revenue on its core shopping websites up by almost
19%. Sales in the firm’s cloud
computing division jumped
58%.
However, its international businesses saw significantly
slower growth. This branch includes Southeast Asia shopping
website Lazada and account for
about 7% of the firm’s revenue.
“For our international commerce businesses... the timing
and pace of recovery is still uncertain as demand in countries
outside China remains soft,”
Alibaba said. (BBC)
oOo

For a half-century, J.C.
Penney Co.’s store count grew
along with American malls,
eventually earning the company the crown as the most ubiquitous retailer anchoring those
centers.
It now operates about a
fifth of all the anchor stores in
U.S. malls. But when the department-store chain filed for
bankruptcy on May 15, it said
it would close more than a
quarter of its 846 stores. That
retrenchment reflects a dire financial position: J.C. Penney’s
$8 billion debt burden was
simply too heavy to bear.
But it also signals a growing realization among brickand-mortar retailers that the
relentless pursuit of growth
in number of stores has not
served them particularly well
for years. The amount of merchandise sold per available
square foot of selling space
in stores has fallen in recent
years, while rents have continued upward. And the explosion in online shopping means
fewer consumers trek to malls.
Now Covid-19 could finally
force a reckoning for overstored America.
One result: As the lights
come on after an almost total
shutdown of national chains,
many retailers are deciding
some of their stores will stay
dark forever. It’s much more

than a Penney problem. The
U.S. is the leader in two categories: most retail selling space
per capita of any country, but
also lowest sales per square
feet, according to commercial
real estate company Cushman
& Wakefield. It says the U.S.
has 25 retailing square feet
per capita that brings in about
$500 in sales, compared with
China, which has less than
5 square feet per capita that
accounts for $1,000 in sales.
Conditioned by decades of
more-is-better thinking, many
retailers have been reluctant to
close stores. They’re also afraid
that a smaller physical presence could harm e-commerce
sales. (Bloomberg)
oOo
The Chinese government
may enforce several “countermeasures” against U.S. companies—including Apple—in
retaliation for the Trump administration’s plans to crack
down on shipments of semiconductors to Chinese telecommunications giant Huawei
from chipmakers worldwide.
According to analysts cited in
the state-run Global Times,
such retaliatory measures from
China towards large American
companies such as Apple, Cisco and Qualcomm could be
akin to a “nuke bomb.”
“China will launch rounds
of endless investigations on

those firms, just like swords
hanging over their head. It will
dampen investors’ confidence
and squeeze their income in
the Chinese market,” an anonymous insider told the outlet.
Global Times also reported Friday that government sources
informed them of plans to add
U.S. companies to a list of unreliable entities if Huawei gets
pinched by the U.S. government.
That same day, the U.S.
Department of Commerce
announced new regulations
strengthening the prohibition
on exports of critical electronics such as semiconductors to
Huawei. The action is aimed
at preventing the company,
which reported $100 billion
in revenue in 2018, from dominating the global semiconductor market, ostensibly for
national security reasons, and
is only the latest move by the
Trump administration to curb
China’s trading ability. Huawei
has historically relied on U.S.
technology firms to support its
operations. One analyst told
Reuters last year that it would
come as a surprise if the company’s in-house chipmaker
“can make it without any U.S.
suppliers.” However, it is believed that Apple will consider
this as cost of doing business in
China. mannyrabacal1144@

that time president of Cebu
Art Associaiton, former
President, Cebu Historical
Society, innovator, LepidoMosaic
Art,
former
Professor of USC & UP.
“As of the present,
one cannot just claim that
so much serious works
have already been written
about Cebu. One’s mind
often searches for the truly exhaustive works about
Cebu. If so much bilge and
bugwash were written about
Cebu’s past, all such may be
merely wound-about glances at Pigagetta’s chronicle.
It is time that more and
more scholars should explore into the various other
sources which may bring up
heretofore unknown facts
that would replace the function about Cebu’s misty past.
We welcome heartily
Miss Lina Quimat’s work.

Her courage and vision
may yet add precious
fragments to the as yet
incomplete
picture
of
Cebu’s true history which,
now and then, emits highly
interesting sparks, proving
that Cebu’s pre-Spanish
era was, indeed, rich in
breathtaking historic scenes
that
are
provocatively
revealing and ennobling.”
This was echoed by
Marcelino H. Maceda, Former President of Cebu Historical Society, Professor,
USC (1965-1974), Fellow,
Anthrican
Anthropological Association, Professor,
Central Mindanao University when he said:
“Books on the Philippine
cultural and historical conditions are rare, in most cases, such books are written by
foreigners. The work of Miss
Lina Quimat is timely.”

gmail.com

The Bisayan Calendar
Before the Spaniards
arrived in 1521 however, we
already had our own calendar.
Here are the local words for
the months and days:

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Our
so-called
local
words for months and
days which we claim to be
our dialect like the words
Enero, Pebrero, Marso, and
so on, as well as the words
Lunes, Martes, Miercules,
and so on are not Bisayan
words. These are of Spanish
origin.

Months:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Ulalong
Dagangcahoy
Daghangbuan
Quiling
Himbabuyan
Gobay
Hidapdapon
Lubudlubod
Canggurulsol
Bagyobagyo
Panglot
nga diutay
December — Panglot
nga dacu
Days:
Monday
—
Tuesday
—
Wednesday —
Thursday —

Tingbucad
Dumasun
Ducutducut
Bailobailo

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

— Danghus
— Hingot-hingot
— Liguidliguid

We have books that
discussed
the
Bisayan
Calendar. One is written
by Professor Lina Quimat
titled “Glimpses in History
of Early Cebu.”
The
author,
who
published the book in 1980,
was a newspaperwoman.
She finished her Teacher’s
Degree at the Cebu Normal
College School and served as
Secretary of the Pan Pacific
Southeast Asia Women’s
Association Cebu Chapter in
the late 1970’s to early 1980’s
as President of the Cebu
Historical Society.
Prof. Julian N. Jumalon
had a few words about
Quimat’s book. Jumalon,
a street in Basak has been
renamed after him, was at
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Will COVID 19 be considered as force majeure?

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Does the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
outbreak constitute force
majeure?
Will it exempt
one from paying their lease
amount if by reason of the
pandemic they are unable to
utilize the leased property?
Or in general would that be a
ground for the parties to suspend or negate the provision
of the contract knowing that
they are unable to perform
the provision because of the
pandemic?
This was the question
raised by Businessman Derrick Yap as he encountered
problem from his lessors.
While he said that the Bayanihan Law provides suspension

of payment of rental, it does
not indicate that leasee are exempt from paying their rental
due if they are unable to use
the leased property especially
restaurant or resto bar which
were forced to close due to the
pandemic.
To date even in GCQ areas, only pick up and deliveries are allowed. No dine in
is permitted. With most of
the restaurant forced to close
down or operated in a very
limited capacity what would
happen to their contracts if
they are unable to use the
property subject of the contract or limit its use by reason
of COVID 19.
Does the Covid-19 outbreak constitute force majeure? Could a contract be negated during the pandemic?
To recall, on the January
30, 2020, the World Health
Organization declared that
the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) was
a public health emergency of
international concern.
The country was also
placed under the state of
Health Emergency Nationwide and suspended air travel and subsequently the entire country was place in the

state of Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) where
people are requested to stay
home for the duration of the
quarantine.
Subsequently,
malls,
shops, industries, manufacturing centers, entertainment
venues and places for crowd
gatherings were ordered
closed. Restaurants and places to dine in were ordered to
limit only for delivery and
take out.
By such reason, city
roads, boulevards and avenue suddenly became empty.
Stores were closed, roads and
streets were devoid of people.
Public transport was disallowed. Hotels and restaurant
were closed. The city became
a ghost town.
Now the question that
begged an answer: Will the
owners of the stores be excused from paying their
monthly rental? Consider
that they are unable to utilize
the property leased can they
also asked that rental be suspended? Or put it simply: Can
we consider Covid 19 as force
majuere so that parties can be
excused from compliance of
the contract?
What is force majeure?

It refers to contractual terms
that contracting parties have
agreed upon to deal with situations that might arise, over
which the parties have little or
no control, that might impede
or obstruct the performance
of the contract. In Singapore,
the courts have held that
there is no general rule as to
what constitutes a situation of
force majeure. Whether such
a force majeure situation arises would all depend on what
the parties, in their contract,
have provided for.
In the construction of
a force majeure clause, the
courts will apply the presumption that the expression “force
majeure” is likely to be restricted to supervening events
which arise without the fault
of either contracting party and
for which neither of them has
undertaken responsibility.
Where one party seeks
to rely on a force majeure
clause, the burden is on that
party to show that it falls
within the scope and ambit of
that clause.
That party must also show
that there was truly nothing
it could have done to avoid
the operation of the force
majeure event or to mitigate

its results. This is because a
party must be strictly held
to its contractual obligations
and should only be released
from those obligations where
supervening events make it
impossible, and not merely
onerous, to fulfil them.
The remedies of each
party in the event of a force
majeure situation depend on
the wording of the force majeure clause. For instance,
the clause may provide that
in circumstances constituting
force majeure, an extension
of time may be granted, or
there may be cancellation of
the contract at the option of
either party. Does the current
Covid-19 outbreak constitute
a force majeure situation?
Note that the applicability
would depend on the wording
of the clause.
With the circumstances
that COVID 19 has triggered,
I am sure that courts will be
flooded with a number case
related to the interpretation
of force majeure as being applied to COVID 19. Whether
this will excuse the parties
that certainly vary on the condition that parties faced.
Well let us wait until case
is filed in court.

would spread COVID-19. The
Department of Interior and
Local Government said that
at least 300,000 OFWs are
expected to come home to
the Philippines because the
health crisis has led to massive layoffs in different parts
of the globe.
“You know, not all of
them have gotten sick [of
COVID-19]. And it is very
cruel actually to deny them
to go home. They are here
in the hotels because they
cannot go home— first,
because of lack of money and
resources,” he said.
He told mayors and
governors that they do not
have the right to bar anyone
from entering their turfs.
“Nobody but nobody and
only the national government
can impose restrictions on
travel. It’s the only agency
that can declare that there’s
an emergency of national
interest, and that power of
declaration is not shared by

anybody, it’s [just] the national
government,” he said.
“It is the constitutional
right of people to travel
and go home. Do not
impede it, do not obstruct
the movement of people
because you run the risk of
getting sued criminally…
I’m ordering you to accept
them, open the gates of your
territories. Allow Filipinos to
travel wherever they want,”
Duterte added.
The president’s order
comes
after
countless
OFWs have complained to
the media that they have
been stuck for weeks in
their respective quarantine
facilities despite testing
negative of COVID-19. The
OFWs are stranded because
at least 8,000 test result
certificates have yet to be
printed and released to them
by the government, Rappler
reports.

No classes, just play

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

Risking the health of
school age children seemed
to be new norm being pushed
by our education officials.
Just like the Department of
Health’s top honcho who
declared that this is now the
second wave of the Covid
virus. Both statements are
far from the norm.
In an article two weeks
ago, the Department of Education (DepEd) announced
that online classes may start
in June, while “face-to-face”

education will start on Aug.
24. The DepEd said the law
mandates that classes should
start by August.
However,
President
Rodrigo Duterte doesn’t
share the same opinion.
“Kids
shouldn’t
be
allowed to go out yet. The
opening of classes, that’s
very [dangerous],” Duterte
said in English and Filipino.
“I will not allow the
opening of classes where the
kids will be sitting side-byside with each other. Let it
be, don’t let them graduate.
For this generation, there will
be no doctors or engineers
graduating. No one will
graduate to become a doctor or
engineer. Let’s not have school
yet. Just play,” he added.
“[Don’t start classes]
unless I’m sure that they are
really safe. It’s useless to be
talking about the opening of
classes. For me, it’s important
that a vaccine has to be made
first. Once the vaccine is

available, OK,” he said.
It’s unclear when a
COVID-19
vaccine
will
become available. Some
experts say it could take a
year to 18 months to have
one, but others say there is
a possibility that a vaccine
against the coronavirus could
never be made. Amid all
these speculations, American
drug company Moderna
announced last week that
they observed encouraging
results from an initial trial
of a vaccine. However, some
scientists have questioned
their announcement, saying
that the company did not
provide any data to back up
their claim.
Meanwhile, Duterte ordered local government units
to accept returning overseas
Filipino workers (OFWs),
some of whom couldn’t go
home to their respective home
towns because politicians are
allegedly barring them from
entering due to fears that they

emma nuelbernespina @
gmail.com
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House approves Bangko sa Baryo Act
THE House Committee
on Banks and Financial Intermediaries approved a bill
seeking to expand unbanked
Filipinos’ access to financial
services.
House Bill 1297 or Bangko sa Baryo Act of 2017 was
filed by Deputy Speaker and
Camarines Sur Rep. Luis
Raymund F. Villafuerte, Jr.
“The Bangko sa Baryo
Act endeavors to attain financial inclusion for the
Filipino people and to establish robust financial consumer protection frameworks. It shall increase
citizen’s financial literacy

and capability so they understand different financial
services,” Villafuerte said in
his explanatory note.
The bill defines and provides cash agents the subsequent eligibility requirements. It ensures agents are
able to provide professional
service, keep records, handle cash and manage liquidity being extensions of the
banking system.
Cash agents should be
able to assist in performing bank services, including
forwarding account opening
applications, cash-in and
cash-out services and initial

customer identity verification, to stamp out money
laundering and terrorism
financing.
The bill also requires the
contracting bank to ensure
the cash agent follows standard bank protocols and exercise due diligence when
dealing with customers.
Cash agents who establish business in a “remote
area” will be entitled to the
following incentives: free
training of cash agent personnel on various bank processes; expedited processing of permits and certificates required in business

registration; and exemption
from income tax for one
year.
According to Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
records, 31.2% of municipalities in the country have
no banking presence. This is
1.6% lower compared to the
same period in 2018.
In a statement, Villafuerte said the passage of
the bill would allow the
government “to download
the cash in an instant to
each and every family not
only through the accredited
banks, remittance centers
and paycard platforms like

GCash and PayMaya, but
also through the authorized
cash agents.”
“We need to harness
digital technology to bring
people closer to their government, more so in the
‘new normal’ scenario after
this COVID-19 (coronavirus
disease 2019) crisis where
variations of modified quarantine and social distancing might become the way
of life and the government
will probably need to extend
subsidies to pre-selected
groups of families and certain business sectors whenever necessary,” he said.

Beware of digital payment fraud, hacking
CRIMINAL
elements
made the ongoing home quarantine a tool to hack electronic
transaction accounts.
Digital firms and customers using their services should
be vigilant against a rash of
hacking attempts.
The Philippine Payments
Management Inc. (PPMI)
urged clients to trust only legitimate channels when dealing with financial institutions
online, including official websites and verified social media
accounts.
“Consumers have a role in
educating themselves about
using digital payments, and
ensuring that they secure their
accounts,” PPMI chair Justo
Ortiz said “A lot of information is available online, such
as in the ‘Bangko Sentral ng

Pilipinas’ social media platform for financial education
advocacy, Pisolit.”
The group said that consequently, while the COVID-19
pandemic has increased usage
of digital payments, there has
been an increase in attempts
at scams and financial crimes.
“Given the surge on e-payments usage, we remind both
our bankers and users to be
on full alert for online scams
and financial crimes, which
have increased during the [enhanced community quarantine],” he said.
PPMI, a self-governing
body that helps oversee the
payments industry and ensure
the implementation of the National Retail Payments System
with the BSP, also called on
banks and e-money issuers

to increase their capacity to
accommodate the surge in
e-payments and protect consumers through incessant system upgrades and enhanced
online security measures
against cyberthreats.
The group said it expects digital payments to increase in the aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic and, as
such, banks and e-money is-

Japan to infuse fresh stimulus
worth $930B for businesses
THE package would
bring
the
amount
of
spending to more than 200
trillion yen, he said. The
government earlier compiled
a 117 trillion-yen stimulus
package
Japan Prime Minister
Shinzo
Abe
says
his
government will compile a
fresh stimulus package worth
about 100 trillion yen ($930

billion) to provide financial
support for companies hit by
the coronavirus pandemic.
Abe unveiled the new
stimulus as he declared an
end to a coronavirus state of
emergency across the nation,
removing the measure in
five remaining prefectures
including Tokyo.
Abe the package would
bring the amount of spending

to more than 200 trillion
yen ($1.9 trillion). The
government earlier compiled
a 117 trillion-yen stimulus
package.
Japan, with about 16,600
confirmed cases of COVID-19
and about 850 deaths, has so
far avoided a large outbreak
like those experienced in the
U.S. and the Europe despite
its softer restrictions.

suers must keep on building
awareness, customer service
quality and trust on digital
payments among customers.
“We continue to partner
with the BSP, our banks and
e-money issuers in creating
a more conducive environment for digital transactions
especially as the government
continues to ease restrictions
and while adjusting to the new
normal,” Ortiz said. “We support the call of BSP Governor
Benjamin Diokno to our kababayans to shift to the easy,

safe, secure and convenient
e-payments for your transactions even after COVID-19.”Tthe group called on its member firms to continue helping
consumers transition to online
and mobile banking during
and after the pandemic.
“With the restrictions in
movement due to different
levels of quarantine, banking
services must continually be
made available to consumers
through means that will be
safe for the customers and the
providers as well,” Ortiz said.

AROUND THE WORLD
Israel to provide security
for institutional tech investment
Israel approved plans to provide a safety net for
institutional investors taking part in late-stage funding
rounds by high-tech companies, seeking to encourage
them back into a sector vital to the economy.
Burned by the tech bubble that burst in 2000 and
hampered by regulatory constraints, Israeli pension funds
and other institutions have since shied away from hightech, during which billions of dollars have been generated
by high-profile takeovers or flotations.
An institution that is approved under the new plan
will be eligible for investment protection in the event of a
decline in the value of the portfolio of Israeli tech firms and
would receive 40% of the nominal investment.
Should the value increase, the institution would
transfer 10% of the difference between the portfolio’s
return and the government’s bond yield for the comparable
period to Israel’s Innovation Authority, which is part of the
Economy Ministry.
The portfolio would need to be managed for 8-1/2
years and the state’s protection would be provided for
investments made during the first 18 months. The Economy
Ministry expects the tech sector to gain a boost of 2 billion
shekels ($570 million).
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Mayor seeks P230M for command center
A P230-million 8-storey
building will rise near Cebu
City Medical Center at N.
Bacalso Avenue, Cebu City
to house the command center and wellness area.
City Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia said the
P230 million is included
in the P3.3 billion supplemental budget (SB) which
is now being tackled by the
Cebu City Council presided by Vice Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama.
Garcia said the additional budget which is called
SB 3 includes proposed ad-

ditional funds for the Office
of the Mayor and other big
items like financial assistance for senior citizens and
Persons with Disabilities
(PWD) up to the end of the
year, and P1,5 billion to finish the 10-storey Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC).
Garcia added that the
construction of the 8-storey building will be within the 4,000-square meter
lot at N. Bacalso Avenue,
Cebu City near the Cebu
South Bus Terminal presently occupied for the time
being by CCMC, Cebu City

Fire Department, and the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7.
Once the 8-storey building is completed, it will
house the Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office
(DRRMO), City Traffic Operations and Management
(CITOM), wellness center,
among other city offices.
Garcia said Rama envisioned it to connect to the
on-going construction of
the 10-storey CCMC which
has long been delayed,
hence an additional P1.5
billion to finish the project.

It is like Chong Hua Hospital, which has a separate
building for medical arts.
“We want the new CCMC
building to have world-class
and state-of-the-art medical
equipment, more doctors,
nurses and other medical
personnel, and the wellness
center so it will become an
epitome of health care in
Cebu,” Garcia said.
Garcia added that when
Rama was the city mayor (2010-2016), the original plan was to construct a
10-storey CCMC building.
However, this was illegal-

ly reduced to six- storey by
Tomas R. Osmeña during
his 2016-2019 term. Now
under Mayor Edgar Labella,
the city council restored it
to ten floors.
Garcia said that had
Osmeña
not
dubiously changed the building
height, it could have been
operational by now.
“Hopefully, we can finish it immediately especially that the people now
are so concern about their
health in the fight against
Covid-19 pandemic,” Garcia
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

321 reported recoveries from Covid: Labella
MAYOR Edgar Labella
said Cebu City has the most
number of recoveries in
the country, with 321 last
May 29, 2020 broken down
as 279 from Mambaling,
22 from Tejero, 15 from
Labangon, two from Mabolo
and one each from Capitol
Site, Lahug, and Bo.Luz.
Labella
said
Cebu
City’s
recoveries
have
reached a total of 792 or
36.9 percent of the 2,000
reported positive of Corona
Virus Disease (Covid-19)
found during the swab
testing conducted by the
City Health Department
in coordination with the
Department
of
Health
(DOH).
Labella reiterated that
the rise in reported cases
on Covid-19 positive is due
to the aggressive validation
through more than 10,000

tests.
“We would like to point
out a number of factors that
have contributed to the
increase in daily reported
cases.
The recent rollout of the
COVIDKAYA information
system has greatly sped up
the verification process for
confirmed cases.
The cases that were
reported over the last few
days reflect tests that were
conducted the days and
weeks prior. The reporting
lag is due to delays in
submission
of
results
by laboratories and the
manual verification process
to ensure that each case is
unique individual.
We are coordinating
with laboratories across the
country to validate the data
more quickly, and we will
provide updates as soon as

MAYOR EDGAR LABELLA

NOAH Complex for mixed use: Rama
THE Cebu City Government has inaugurated the
New Normal Oasis for Adaptation and a Home (NOAH)
last May 28, 2020.
Cebu City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama told
Cebu Business Week that
the NOAH Complex is a safe
temporary haven with 356
beds for coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) positive but asymptomatic individuals for
Cebu City South District.
It is located within the
six-hectare area in South
Road Properties (SRP) which

is under contract with Big
Foot Studios owned by naturalized Filipino, Michael
Gleissner. He donated P2
million each to the Cities of
Cebu and Lapu-Lapu where
his businesses are located.
City Councilor Raymond
Garcia said the contract between Gleissner and the
Cebu City Government is
long-term, while the contract
for the NOAH Complex is
just six months.
“Maybe we can negotiate
for additional time after the
six months period will ex-

pire,” Garcia said.
Cebu Archbishop Jose
S. Palma blessed the facility.
The event was attended by
Rama, Mayor Edgar C. La-

bella, Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn
Garcia among other prominent people.
NOAH Complex, envisioned by Rama not only for

we are confident that we
have an accurate picture of
the situation.
We are at an important
phase in the fight against
the pandemic. We ask
the public to continue
practicing
infectionprevention and control
measures, such as proper
hygiene and proper use
of PPEs, because they are
critical in the fight against
COVID-19.
We
have
already
instructed
all
health
facilities,
including
all
hospitals and laboratories,
and local epidemiology and
surveillance units to use
COVIDKAYA system. Only
then will we be able to get
real time data of confirmed
cases. We intend to include
these as part of licensing
requirements in the coming
week.

Covid-19 positive but to include the street dwellers to
free the gyms where mobile
markets are stationed, fire
victims, possible new buildings for Balik-Probinsya - a
programmed of President
Rodrigo Duterte.
“That NOAH Complex
is not only for persons who
are Covid-19 positive but
for mixed uses. The problem is the contract between
Big Foot Corporation and
the city if it is good only for
six months. Maybe we can
request for long-term extension,” Garcia said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Councilor pushes “tuob” v. Covid-19
CEBU City Councilor
Jerry Guardo is advocating
steam inhalation popularly
known as “tuob.”
Guardo told Cebu Business Week that that he believes
tuob, which has been proven
by our ancestors as a healing
method, is the best remedy
against the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Guardo, whose family is engaged in alternative
and herbal medicine, believes that this is the best
way to stop Covid-19 from
further causing detrimental effects especially there is
still no medicine nor vaccine
against it.
Guardo said he organized
a team composed of doctors

and scientists to study the
steam inhalation process.
He said a Tuob practitioner may use a kettle and
put salt on the boiling water, add some ginger, lemon
or honey on it and apply the
steam inhalation to a person
by covering him with a cloth
or blanket, position himself
over the kettle and inhale the
steam through his mouth until he perspires.
Guardo suggested that
Local Government Units
(LGUs) may appropriate budget to implement steam inhalation for its constituents.
He said that this budget
will include the kettle and other
Tuob paraphernalia to be given
for free to all persons who are

positive for Covid-19 and who
are quarantined at Barangay
Isolation Center (BIC).
Guardo believes that
since Tuob has been proven
effective through generations, this will be the best natural way for the whole country to drive away Covid-19.
Guardo further believes
that those 200 people who
are Covid-19 asymptomatic
who initially availed of steam
inhalation at BIC in Mambaling, Cebu City are now out of
danger.
However, he said that
only the Cebu city health department or the Department
of Health (DOH) 7 is authorized to make the study.
COUNCILOR JERRY GUARDO demonstrating steam inhalation or “tuob”.

ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Business, tourism welcome GCQ
THE business and tourism sectors in Cebu welcomed the pronouncement
of the national government
for Cebu City and Mandaue
City to ease their quarantine
restrictions to some extent
beginning June 1.
Felix Taguiam, president of Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI), said that their group
is eagerly waiting for the city
government issue the exec-

utive order (EO) needed to
downgrade its quarantine
status.
The CCCI president
shared the sentiments of
other business groups in
Cebu that it was about time
for the province’s economic
sector to gradually open.
CCCI is the largest business-oriented organization
in Cebu, with over 1,000
members.
For his part, Carlo Su-

arez, president of the Hotel
Resort and Restaurant Association of Cebu (HRRAC),
also welcomed the assessment of the government’s
anti-coronavirus task forcethato Cebu’s two largest cities be placed under GCQ.
The tourism industry
is among those that was
seriously affected by the
coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) crisis. The lockdowns in both domestic and

international destinations
caused a harsh slump in leisure activities worldwide.
“We hope our local government units will be able to
provide the executive order
(EO) as we move on. We are
now preparing for the new
normal,” Suarez added.
IATF has also recommended for Mandaue City
to be placed under GCQ, effectively repealing a previous declaration to classify it

among areas with a more relaxed GCQ (modified GCQ/
MGCQ).
For Mandaue Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) President Steven
Yu, placing the city under
GCQ is ‘only appropriate’ instead of MGCQ.
The IATF on May 30 issued a resolution placing the
entire Cebu island, including Cebu province, under
GCQ starting this June 1.

PRO-7 COVID-19 recovery center for cops in Brgy Taptap
MEMBERS of the police
force in Region 7, who are
positive of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19), will
be housed in the Malasakit
Recovery Center located in
the City Resources Management and Development Center (Cremdec) compound in
Barangay Taptap, Cebu City.
Police Brigadier General
Albert Ignatius Ferro, director of Police Regional Office in
the Visayas (PRO-7), said the
recovery center can accommodate from 30 to 47 PRO-7
personnel who are COVID-19
positive.
Ferro said, COVID-19
positive PRO-7 policemen
currently undergoing quarantine in an isolation center in
Cebu City will be transferred
to the facility.
“The location is ideal for

healing with abundant fresh
air and peaceful environment,” said Ferro.

Ferro said that with the
rising COVID-19 cases in
Cebu City, it would also be

CREMDEC COMPOUND in Barangay Taptap, Cebu City

best that PRO-7 also has its
own isolation facility. The recovery center will also accom-

modate other frontliners who
would need an isolation center to recover.
Ferro together with Cebu
City Mayor Edgardo Labella; Mike Pato, deputy officer
of the Office of the Presidential Assistant for the Visayas
(OPAV); and Police Colonel
Josefino Ligan, chief of Cebu
City Police Office (CCPO); inspected the area and held a
blessing ceremony this afternoon.
Labella, in short speech
during the facility’s blessing,
assured Ferro that the city government will be help with the
needs of the COVID-19 positive
policemen under CCPO.
As of latest count, 34
COVID-19 positive CCPO
cops are presently quarantined at the Don Vicente Memorial High School.
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Rural utilities begin meter reading for May bills
POWER utilities in the
countryside have resumed
actual meter readings for
computing their customers’
bills for the month of May.
The Philippine Rural
Electric Cooperatives Association (Philreca) said all 121 rural electric cooperatives (EC)
have adhered to the government’s advisories on billing
and suspension of meter reading during the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ).
The
Department
of
Energy (DOE) and the Energy
Regulatory
Commission
(ERC) also made the same
call.

In a report to the Joint
Congressional Energy Committee hearing, the association said 64 rural utilities
based their May bills on actual meter readings as of May
19.
Electric
cooperatives
had just estimated their
customers’ bills for March
and April because of mobility
constraints
during
the
quarantine period.
“ERC
has
given
instructions to use estimated
billing to avoid the possibility
of exposure to COVID-19
(coronavirus disease 2019)
in compliance with the

Inter-Agency Task Force
issuances,” the Philreca said.
The ERC on Friday
ordered
distribution
utilities (DUs) to allow their
customers with consumption
of 200 kilowatt-hours (kWh)
and below in February to
pay their unpaid bills, which

were due in March to May,
in six installments starting
mid-June.
Those with above 200
kWh consumption must be
allowed to pay their unpaid
bills in four portions starting
June 15, as well.
Electric
cooperatives
have already informed their
customers of the option to
pay their unpaid bills in full
or in installments without
interest, penalties, or the
possibility of disconnection
of service.
Responding to complaints on higher electricity
charges during the quaran-

tine period, the ERC said it
will castigate those distribution utilities (DUs) that do refuse to abide by its advisories.
“DUs that will be found
and proven to have breached
our directives during the
national emergency and
deviated from the intent of
the President to alleviate
the financial difficulties of
the Filipino people during
the crisis will be penalized
through the imposition of
appropriate fines pursuant
to relevant rules and laws,”
ERC Chairperson and Chief
Executive Officer Agnes VST
Devanadera said.

Fiberglass boat production in Bohol thrives amid pandemic
THE
production
of
fiberglass boats for marginal
fisherfolks in Bohol province
remains unhampered by
the coronavirus disease
pandemic.
The Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources in
Central Visayas (BFAR7) said that their Bohol
Provincial Fishery Office
(PFO) has already completed

the production of 29 units
of 16-footer non-motorized
boats and at least three units
of 30 footer motorized boats.
The PFO said its goal
is to produce 114 fiber
boats this year “that will
soon be given to selected
marginal fisherfolks from the
province.”
The project is funded
through
the
Targeted

Actions to Reduce Poverty
and Generate Economic
Transformation (TARGET)
program of BFAR that aims to
improve the lives of marginal
fishing communities.
The Bohol PFO of BFAR7 has made sure that the
realization of its projects
is not held back by the
widespread
coronavirus
pandemic.

DOF hails firms that paid taxes early BPI lengthens
whilst COVID-19 pandemic
grace period coverage
THE Department of
Finance (DOF) lauded the
companies that did not wait
for extended deadlines to pay
their taxes.
Finance Secretary Carlos
G. Dominguez III said
companies that paid taxes
on original deadlines or in
advance exemplified “the
bayanihan spirit.”
These taxpayers, Dominguez said, “deserve recognition as their early income
tax return payments have
provided the administration
the much needed funds” for
social amelioration, emergency health measures and
economic stimulus programs
during the pandemic.
On its website, the DOF
listed the top 500 firms and
institutions that paid their
taxes ahead of the June 14
deadline.
Rounding up the top
10 were BDO Unibank
Inc.,
Robinsons
Land
Corp., Manila Electric Co.

(Meralco), Bank of the
Philippine Islands (BPI),
Unilab Inc., Mercury Drug
Corp.,
Maynilad
Water
Services Inc, Metrobank
Card Corp., Globe Telecom
Inc., and Philippine Ports
Authority (PPA).
DOF and BIR officials
had called on taxpayers to
not wait for the extended
deadlines and settle their
dues as soon as possible.
The
BIR
published
Revenue Regulations (RR)
12-2020 on May 21, signed
by Dominguez and Internal
Revenue
Commissioner
Caesar R. Dulay, which

effectively ruled out any more
tax deadline extensions after
June 14 “regardless of any
extension or modification of
quarantine.”
Since June 14 fell on
a Sunday, the actual cutoff date shall be June 15,
Monday, under the new
order.
Despite the modified enhanced community quarantine
(MECQ) in place since May 16,
the BIR and the DOF no longer
extended the due date because
“the government needs funds.”
RR 11-2020 had also
moved to June 22 the
final day for tax amnesty
applications from the original
April 23 deadline and the two
previous extensions to May
23 and June 8 following the
longer ECQ periods.
The DOF last week
reported that the BIR’s
collections
last
April
amounted to only P71.78
billion, a 69.8-percent drop
from P237.93 billion in 2019.

THE Bank of the
Philippine Islands (BPI)
group has updated its
late payment programs to
support the “Bayanihan We
Heal as One Act” and the
transition from Enhanced
Community
Quarantine
(ECQ)
to
Modified
Enhanced
Community
Quarantine (MECQ) in the
country’s major cities.
Following the immense
economic
blow
of
COVID-19, all BPI clients
with payments due from
March 17 until May 31, 2020,
are eligible for the program
without qualifications or
the need to apply, and all
auto-debit
arrangements
have been suspended since
April 2, 2020.
The extension of the
programs is countrywide
and applies even to those
who are not in MECQ
areas. Clients who wish to
continue their payments as

usual are free to do so.
BPI was one of the first
banks to announce deferred
payment
programs
for
its clients when the ECQ
was first declared by the
government in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The programs have
since been aligned with the
terms and requirements of
the Bayanihan Act. Under
the programs, credit card
clients are given 30 days
from their last due date
that falls within the MECQ
period to settle their dues.
Personal and retail loan
clients are given a 30-day
extension for every due
date that falls within the
coverage period, in effect
extending the maturity date
of their loans.
Business
banking
clients are given a 90-day
extension to settle their
payments due during the
MECQ.

Cebu Business Week

June 1, 2020 - June 7, 2020

11

LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. In Wimbledon tennis players are not allowed to swear when they are playing?
Because of this, line judges have to learn curse words in every language so they
know when a player has violated the rules.
2. A baby octopus is about the size of a flea when it is born? Since eggs are laid by
the tens of thousands one won’t miss a massive cluster of pea-sized octopuses.
3. Taco Bell has is a huge flop in Mexico? Mexicans were confused by the
Americanization of their traditional cuisine.
4. A group of nightingales is called a watch?
5. Somniphobia is the Fear of sleep?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“I owe my success to having listened
respectfully to the very best advice, and then
going away and doing the exact opposite.” –
G. K. Chesterton, English writer, poet,
and philosopher
“If you really look closely, most overnight
successes took a long time.”— Steve Jobs,
co-founder, Chairman and CEO of
Apple Inc.

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Success seems to be connected with action.
Successful people keep moving. They make
mistakes, but they don’t quit.” — Conrad
Hilton, Founder of the Hilton Hotels
chain
“If you can’t fly then run. If you can’t run, then
walk. And, if you can’t walk, then crawl, but
whatever you do, you have to keep moving
forward.” — Martin Luther King Jr.,
leader of the civil rights movement
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Holyfield oks 3rd
Tyson fight for charity
controversial 1997 fight
where Tyson bit off a chunk
of Holyfield’s ear.
‘Iron Mike’ had released
several training videos in
recent weeks fueling speculation he could be returning
to the ring. Holyfield, on the
other hand announced his
return for a charity bout.
Tyson is the first heavyweight to hold the WBA,
WBC and IBF titles and has
retired after a loss to Kevin
McBride in 2005.Holyfield
retired nine years later.
It was Floyd Mayweather
Jr. who first came out of
retirement for an exhibition
fight.

FORMER heavyweight
champion Evander Holyfield is willing to face onetime rival Mike Tyson in a
trilogy fight for charity only
if Tyson asks for the bout to
be set up.
“If I ask him it’s almost
like me being a bully saying
I want to go against somebody I’ve beaten twice,”
Holyfield told the BBC. “I
don’t want pressure on me
that ‘you just want to fight
Mike because you know you
can beat him’.
Tyson fought two impressive bouts with Holyfield
during their professional
careers, including their

Brickman anticipates joining PBA draft
FIL-AM guard Jason
Brickman owns a legal Philippine passport but has yet
to secure a Bureau of Immigration (BI) certificate of
recognition and Department
of Justice (DOJ) affirmation
to be eligible to join the PBA
draft.
Brickman was a twotime US NCAA Division I assist leader.
PBA deputy commissioner Eric Castro confirmed

that a Fil-Am or Fil-foreigner must submit the BI and
DOJ documents, aside from
a Philippine passport, to
complete eligibility requirements for the draft.
The BI and DOJ documents were required as an
additional assurance of the
legitimacy of a Fil-Am or
Fil-foreigner following the
Fil-sham scandals involving
Sonny Alvarado, Al Segova
and Rob Parker in the late

Free bikes for national athletes

Ph Karateka De Los Santos
bags silver in virtual tourney

NATIONAL athletes can
now avail of free bicycles
they can use for training.
This was announced by
Philippine Olympic Committee President Abraham
“Bambol” Tolentino.
“With the new normal,
we have to find new ways
to go about our daily
businesses. Athletes who do
not have personal mode of
transportation will surely
benefit from this,” said
Tolentino.
“Bicycling is not only
a healthy way to get from
one point to another, it also
promotes social distancing,
not to mention a means to
avoid traffic,” he added.

ABRAHAM “BAMBOL” TOLENTINO President Philippine Olympic
Committee

Tolentino, who also
heads
PhilCycling,
the
country’s governing body in
the sport, got the approval
from the POC board to
purchase 100 bicycles.
“Obviously
bicycling,
whether they’ll be using it
as a means of transportation
or even for leisure, is a good
way for our national athletes
to stay in good physical
condition,” added Tolentino.
Chief stakeholders in
the sport rallied for the
establishment of a cycling
culture
in
communities
to
help
make
public
transportation safe during
the
current
COVID-19
pandemic.

JAMES De Los Santos, a
bronze medalist in the 2017
Southeast Asian Games,
bagged silver in the e-Kata
individual male seniors
category of the SportData
e-Tournament World Series
- Kata #2 on Saturday.
De los Santos posted In
his Facebook page that in
his category, there were 31
other competitors from 23
different countries.
The results of the
tournament are as follows:1st
Round: Defeated Ireland;
2nd
Round:
Defeated
Poland;
Quarterfinal
Round: Defeated Hungary;

1990s.
While Brickman holds
a Philippine passport, it’s
been difficult for him to obtain the BI and DOJ documents because of a change
in the interpretation of
when a foreign-born person of Filipino descent may
claim dual citizenship. Player agent Charlie Dy said that
once Brickman’s eligibility is
cleared, he will apply for the
draft.

Semifinals: Defeated Finland
De los Santos had a close
fight with Portugal in the
final round and he settled for
silver.
“But I’m still very happy
with the result, since it
gives me more reasons to
continue training amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well
as this being my first time
competing in a virtual world
competition,” the Philippine
Karateka said.
De los Santos said he
now ranks no. 6 in both
E-Tournament World Series
Ranking and Actual Virtual
Kata World Ranking.

