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‘COLLECT’ TAX
FROM DIGITAL
But 3 senators, 1 party list solon demand: collect from Pogos

THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) has ordered
online traders to register or
upgrade the registration of
their businesses with the direction of collecting taxes
from online transactions.
Revenue Memorandum
Circular (RMC) No. 602020, dated June 1, 2020,
that reminds those doing
business and earning income
through digital means to register or upgrade the registration of their businesses. The
order starts the process of
carrying out the Department
of Finance (DOF) and BIR
plan to collect taxes from
digital transactions.
The BIR, nevertheless,
exempts from the payment of
taxes businesses that earns
P250,000 a year, clarified
Presidential Spokesperson
Harry Roque. This means
online businesses that earns
P685.00 a day would not
have to pay taxes.
Instead of collecting
revenues from digital entrepreneurs, some quarters are
urging government to focus
instead on collecting unpaid
taxes from Philippine Offshore Gaming Operations or
POGOs.
Cries of protest emanat-

ed from small internet entrepreneurs and several lawmakers. They claimed that
the agency was burdening
rather than helping people
who were trying to survive
the economic crisis caused
by the pandemic
But Finance Undersecretary Antonette Tionko said
the project aims to encourage those who are engaged in
online businesses to register
with the BIR. Tionko heads
the DOF’s revenue operations group.
“Online
transactions
have increased for quite
some time now, especially
during the community quarantine period. That is why we
want to take this opportunity
to remind them to register
their businesses,” Tionko
said.
The BIR warned that
those engaged in internet
commerce who failed to
comply with tax laws, rules
and regulations would be penalized under existing laws,
including the Tax Code.
The BIR memo seeks to
cover online sellers/merchants and other stakeholders in the Philippines involved in digital transactions
such as payment gateways,

SENATOR SHERWIN GATCHALIAN

delivery channels, internet
service providers and other
facilitators.
The Philippine digital
sector, however, have its
champions. Sen. Sherwin
Gatchalian called the BIR
“ill-timed and insensitive.”
“It’s not right for the BIR
to tax online sellers when
most of them are just starting to get back on their feet
because they lost jobs during
the ECQ,” the vice chair of
the Senate Committee on
Economic Affairs said.
The move may destabilize the growth of the country’s digital economy, valued

in 2019 at around $7 billion
in a Google and Temasek
study, still the smallest in
Southeast Asia.
The senator suggested that government resolve
“some of the key concerns
of the eCommerce industry such as lack of trust,
improving internet and logistics infrastructures, and
lack of governing entity at
the regional level that can
fight cybercrime and settle
cross-border disputes.”
Gatchalian authored the
Internet Transactions Act, a
bill that seeks “to make online transactions easier and

faster” hoping to boost the
country’s digital economy.
“Before we impose new
taxes on the digital economy,
we should first think of ways
on how we are going to develop this industry to provide
more jobs and opportunities
to all Filipinos. I believe premature taxation will only do
harm than good to our growing digital economy,” he said.
Sen. Joel Villanueva said,
“the BIR should be focusing
on POGOs who owe P50 billion in taxes since last year.
In the face of COVID-19, can
we prioritize the welfare of
our fellow Filipinos first?”
Sen. Risa Hontiveros,
meanwhile, hit the lax treatment of POGOs that operate
as non-essential businesses
under the enhanced community quarantine.
GABRIELA
Party-list
Rep. Arlene Brosas echoed
Hontiveros’ sentiment saying,
“online selling is bread and
butter as the Duterte administration remains a failure in
providing sufficient aid and,
decent jobs amid the crisis”
“The government should
even consider supporting online sellers who are part of
the economic stimulus,” Brosas noted.
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Benhur eyes northern Cebu ecozone
FORMER Cebu 4th District congressman Benhur
Salimbangon said the 500
hectares of land in Medellin,
Cebu is approved in principle as an economic zone to
cater to foreign and domestic manufacturing firms.
Salimbangon, the only
congressman in Cebu with
four straight terms, said it is
now a matter of formalizing
and submitting the requirements needed and hopefully, President Rodrigo Duterte will finally approve it into
law once the Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) is over.
The United States and
Europe had withdrawn all
their firms in China because
of Covid-19 and lately Indonesia is negotiating with US
President Donald Trump for

the firms formerly based in
China to be transferred in
that country.
Salimbangon said that
if God permits, the soon
economic zone in Northern
Cebu can also accommodate
American and European
locators when the issue of
Covid-19 is resolved.
Salimbangon had several meetings in Manila for
this matter but was stopped
because of Covid-19. The
documentation of the project will resume after the
pandemic is over.
The Municipality of Medellin initially declared the
500 hectares of land as an
economic zone, one of the requirements for accreditation
with the Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA).

PEZA Chair Charito Plaza has already visited the
area and has also approved
in principle for the place to
be another economic zone.
Salimbangon told Cebu
Business Week that North-

ern Cebu is Cebu’s sugar
industry which used to produce over one million bags
of sugar every year. Unfortunately, the sugar production was reduced to only
200,000 bags lately. In other words, 80 percent of the
more than 5,000 hectares of
sugar plantation is already
abandoned.
He said there is now
a need to divert the area
from sugar plantation to
an economic zone to make
Northern Cebu progressive
like Mactan Economic Zone
(MEZ). Locators of economic zones have incentives like
free duties and taxes on foreign shipments, but It still
provides not only income
for Local Government Unit
(LGU) and National Gov-

mayors now are data-driven,”
Pages said.
“Our fear is that perhaps
we will become Covid-19 positive. But we can engage in
business or livelihood and still
follow protocol like social distancing, wearing of face mask
all the time, wash hands with
soap, and sanitize the environment. The fifth component
which is equally important
is to strengthen our immune
system,” Pages added.
He said each one of us
must take vitamins, get sunshine, sleep well, and keep
a positive mental attitude
because having negative
thinking and live in fear with

Covid-19 can affect our body.
He also urged the media to maintain balanced information like reporting the
persons transmitted with
Covid-19 and those who have
recovered.
“The opinion now is that
Covid-19 is not really fatal
in a way, because the death
rate is actually low. So, if you
are contracted by Covid-19,
chances are you will live,”
Pages said.
Pages said that the question is: Shall we continue to
close the economy and let the
people suffer some more? Live
in faith? The government cannot feed all the people who are

BENHUR SALIMBANGON,
Former 4th District
Congressman

ernment but also jobs for the
people.
“I already anticipated
that problem because the
sugar plantation is plain
but no water for irrigation,
unlike in Negros provinces
where they have water. With
the high cost of equipment,
labor and fertilizer, sugar production cost is also
high. Once sugar prices will
go down, the sugar planters
will go bankrupt,” Salimbangon said.
“That is exactly what’s
happening now,” Salimbangon said.
The 500 hectares of land
is within Medellin only and
may probably expand to other areas in the City of Bogo,
San Remegio and Daanbantayan. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Data shows deaths due to Covid-19 low
THE number of Covid-19
deaths is very low compared
to other diseases, said businessman Bunny Pages
Pages based this on the
presentation of Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia during the May
30, 2020 meeting with government officials which he attended.
Pages said Garcia’s presentation was supported by Dr.
Kenny Bernales of the Department of Health (DOH) and the
municipal mayors present.
Earlier, the World Health
Organization’s (WHO’s) announced that asymptomatic or persons positive of
Covid-19 but are not sick,

cannot transmit the virus to
other people.
The WHO statement will
render useless the Barangay
Isolation Centers (BICs) and
Covid Field Centers at the old
Sacred Heart School, North
Reclamation Area and International Eucharistic Congress
(IEC) all in Cebu City.
“Governor Garcia’s presentation on the ratio of death
in a one million population is
low, lower than dengue, lower
than flu, of course lower than
accidents, is a good point. In
a way, we asked when we can
reopen our economy. We will
have to manage this. I hope
she is right. Garcia and all the

affected by lockdown. There
are thousands of them now.
Pages said there was even
a report recently that the government has borrowed $500
million (from foreign creditors) as reserve fund. So, how
can we pay it back if the economy remains close?
“Once in a while, we will
allow our family to eat outside
but follow protocol, but of
course we limit our expenses
as much as possible because
we don’t know when this pandemic will end,” he said.
“It is important to reopen
the economy in order to survive,” Pages said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Passengers to flag buses within designated stops
THE Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) will strictly require passengers to flag buses
within designated bus stops.
LTFRB 7 Director Eduardo Montealto Jr. said the bus
stops are installed every 500
meters and no passengers can
take a ride in-between, otherwise the drivers and operators
will be fined.
Montealto told Cebu Business Week that while in past
years the passengers will ride
the bus near their doorstep,
they should walk this time towards designated bus stops.
Montealto said they pri-

oritize the workers and those
who are clearly making a living to ride on buses but discourage those who only go out
of their homes for recreation.
He said they also strictly
implement social distancing
so that only 50 percent of the
seating capacity of a bus is allowed. If they are caught carrying passengers in excess of the
50 percent requirement, both
driver and operator will be
fined in the amount of P5,000
for the first offense, P10,000
for the second offense, and
P15,000 plus suspension of
franchise on the third offense.
While the 50 percent load

is required, the driver and
operator are compensated by
lack of traffic along the way,
the minimum fare was adjusted from P8.50 for the first five
kilometers, and the price of
fuel is tremendously low.
Montealto said that in a
15-kilometer route, a bus had
only two round-trips. Now,
they can travel six round trips.
The depreciation of the vehicle
is slow with half of the capacity.
He said that for areas
with narrow roads like Tres de
Abril St. in Barangays Punta
Princesa and Labangon, they
may allow modern passenger
jeepneys to ply provided they

will ride only on designated
jeepney stops.
Montealto made it clear
that they cannot yet give special permit to old and traditional jeepneys because they want
to follow the hierarchy like bus
first, then modern jeepney,
then traditional jeepney.
He said that the students
contributed about 40 percent
of the ridership. Since there is
no class yet, there is no reason
why LTFRB will allow the traditional jeepneys to go back to
the streets.
“We have enough vehicles, and we can see in several
streets that the traffic is back.

We have designated stops and
the people must have discipline by going there,” Montealto said.
At present, LTFRB issued
special permits to more 775
or more buses in the entire
Region 7. It is increasing but
gradual every day.
Montealto said the tremendous excess of public utility vehicles before resulted in
the loss of income for several
drivers and operators. Now,
they have to rationalize it to
prevent heavy traffic and at
the same time give decent living to people in the transport
industry. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Tuburan folk hit water terrorism
INDEPENDENCE Day
became the setting for the
people of Tuburan town rally for independence from
Savs Tuburan Water Corporation due to alleged water
terrorism.
The rallyists said Savs
headed by its president Arlene I. Villaroel entered into
an agreement with the Municipality of Tuburan for
them to manage the waterworks system on condition
that the private company
will invest heavily to improve it.
However, when Savs
and Villaroel took over the
water system, they just collected water bills payments
until now without spending
a single centavo from company money to improve the
water system.
As a result, Tuburanons
suffer from lack of water
while Savs and its officials
are enriching themselves at
their expense.
They said reneging on
the promises as indicated
in the contract, Savs and
Villaroel has practically
robbed the people of Tuburan of their God-given
water in broad daylight and
they want all SAVS officials

responsible to be in jail.
The rallyists said SAVS
and Villaroel must return
the water system to the
Municipality of Tuburan so
the Local Government Unit
(LGU) can develop and improve it.
When the people of
Tuburan, Cebu celebrated
their annual fiesta last June
13 observing social distancing, they had no water at
home. They lamented that
the SAVS office had always
been closed, hence, water
consumers have no persons
to confront and to express
their grievances.
SAVS and its officials
have irresponsible water
service,” shouted one of the
rallyists.
The water service is
supposed to be a 24/7 service, but it turned out that
SAVS has no equipment and
they have no capability.
Journalist Jose “Pepe”
Sollano, who hails from the
municipality of Borbon,
echoed the same problem
in his municipality involving Savs and its similar
scheme of entering onto a
contract when it has no capacity of providing water
service.

TUBURAN RESIDENTS holding a rally against Savs Tuburan Water Corporation for alleged water terrorism.

The Municipality of Tuburan had already filed a
case against Savs Tuburan
Water Corporation and its
president, Arlene L. Vil-

laroel before the Regional
Trial Court in Toledo City
last March 3, 2020 for Rescission of Contract (Joint
Venture Agreement).

Due to the lockdown
resulting from the coronavirus outbreak, the case is
still pending in court. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Complaints in online overpricing soar
THE Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) revealed
it received 8,059 complaints
involving online transactions
at the height of the lockdown
from March to May.
Trade and Industry Undersecretary Ruth B. Castelo
said that price-related com-

plaints were the most reported by consumers during the
lockdown.
“Price Act-related complaints, particularly on overpricing, substantially increased from 51 complaints
received to 6,992 complaints.
However, since the products

involved, such as alcohol, face
masks, etc., are not under
the purview of the DTI, such
complaints were endorsed
to other agencies concerned
such as the DoH (Department
of Health) for appropriate action,” Castelo said.
House Bill 6122 seeks

to establish an E-commerce
Bureau to act as a “virtual
one stop shop” for consumer
complaints on internet transactions and protect them
from fraudulent online sales.
Castelo said that the passage of the bill will help the
department boost consumer

confidence.
“It will help us resolve
complaints, it will help us
build consumer confidence
in the government… it’s very
important that consumers
know that the government
will take care of them,” she
said.

BIR removes mayor’s permit from registration
THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) streamlined
the registration of a new
business by removing the
mayor’s permit as one of the
requirements.
Revenue Memorandum
Circular No. 57-2020 dated March 12 issued by BIR
Commissioner Caesar R.
Dulay, provides an updated
checklist of documentary
requirements for business
registration and other applications.

“The requirements for
registering a new business
with the bureau have been
streamlined by removing
the Mayor’s Permit as one
of the mandatory requirements when the BIR Citizen’s Charter 2019 was published on BIR website,” the
circular read.
The circular also stated that the Bureau shall
not process deficient or incomplete application or requirements and shall only

process an application if
it is complete, pursuant to
Rule VII, Section 2(b) of
the implementing rules and
regulations of Republic Act
No. 11032, otherwise known
as “Ease of Doing Business
and Efficient Government
Delivery Act of 2018.
The BIR also updated
the checklist of documents
needed for other types of
applications such as those
wanting to register their
branches or facilities, their

employees, ONETT or onetime transactions, books of
accounts, and information
updates.
The new guidelines also
cover applications for authority to print, permit to use
manual loose leaf, issuance
of taxpayer identification
number (TIN) card, transfer
of registration and cancellation of TIN or registration of
closure of business.
The government has
been introducing reforms to

improve the ease-of-doing
business in the country.
In the World Bank’s Doing Business report released
in October 2019, the Philippines rose to 95th place
from 124th in 2018.
Manila was seventh
among 10 Southeast Asian
economies.
Singapore
ranked second overall, Malaysia at No. 12, Thailand at
21st, Brunei at 66th, Vietnam at 70th and Indonesia
at 73rd.
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House-to-house
After
much
delay, the decision to
distribute the financial
aid to senior citizens
house-to-house turned
out to be commendable.
But then, somebody
decided that the houseto-house operation had
to stop and the elderly
folk who still had not
received their share
Weekly Notes
had to travel to Cebu Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
City Hall.
When this decision led to that gathering of thousands
at Cebu City Hall and photographed by local journalists,
a bright boy decided to blame the opposition.
Could Cebu City Mayor Edgar Labella just pinpoint
who decided to stop the house-to-house distribution
and sack the guy?
This is the best damage control maneuver I can
think of. It shows resolve to correct what went wrong
and that the mayor would not tolerate incompetence.
After insisting on the narrative of a meeting at the
MCWD social hall, Cebu City Hall should have gone out
its way to ensure that controversial mass gatherings
would not happen again. The credibility of city officials
is not exactly sterling after they botched the rice and
pass distribution at the start of the lockdown.
Then they insist the mass testing is the reason for
being the highest in the number of Covid-19 positive
in the country. Come on, guys. Could you not concoct
something better?
Nevertheless, the mindset should have been
continuing the house-to-house distribution to protect
our senior citizens.
Leaking roof?
To continue the direction of reopening the economy,
efficient implementation of protocols proven in other
LGUs should have been a priority.
With Cebu City’s record of Covid-19 positive cases,
house-to-house distribution of whatever assistance.
This should help “flatten the curve” considering the
quality of our anti-Covid facilities in this most prepared
city.
One concern that arose last week involves the
leaking roof at the newly built P100 million quarantine
facility. While patients evacuated during the repairs, I
thought the roof should have been the last to falter in a
P100 million facility.
Mayor Labella should include this in his growing list
of unfinished investigations.
Digital tax
The fast development of digital businesses should
be considered a driver for making the economy stand up
again. Unfortunately, instead of nurturing the growth
of budding digital businesses, our bureaucrat capitalists
thought of taxing them. Way makawat for the boss?
@anol_cebu in Twitter
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No to digital tax
While the lockdown
killed businesses and erased
jobs by the millions, it likewise showed us a way out.
Staying at home for millions
of Filipinos meant spending
more hours online.
More Filipinos look for
news from online sources
and from their friends in
Facebook.
They chatted with family, friends, and colleagues
via Messenger, WhatsApp,
or Viber. They watch movies and other shows using
YouTube, I-Flex, and Netflix.
They make their day using
TikTok.
They do business meetings, press conferences, and
webinars using Zoom, Skype,
OBS, and Facebook Live.
Heck, they even buy and
sell food and goods through
Facebook and e-commerce

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

websites.
Many learned to shop for
their vegetables, meat and
fish, and other needs either
using websites, online platforms or just chat groups.
Enterprising barbecue stall
owners do marketing using subdivision owner chat
groups.
Even activists carried out
protests online.
The acceleration of online activities especially
e-commerce has been developing into a driver for our
economic recovery. Hampered by new (ab)normal
protocols to micro, small,
and medium brick and mortar business need to go online to survive and prosper.
The digital acceleration
presents a path with light at
the end. Government should
seize the driver seat and

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

make this development run
faster.
Unfortunately, the bureaucrat-capitalistic
minds
of government policymakers
look at this digital acceleration
as a source of taxes. Instead
of strengthening this development with subsidies and
tax incentives for the good of
the whole economy, narrow
minds just want to tax.
The funny thing, a nincompoop from Malacañang
said digital businesses earning P250,000 or less a year
are exempted. Divided by
365 days, this means small
businesses earning P685 a
day are exempted. Even the
subdivision barbecue stall
grosses around P1,000 a day.
Why cannot they just
collect the billions of pesos in
unpaid taxes POGOs owe the
Philippine government?
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Broadest economic collapse in 150 years

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The coronavirus pandemic inflicted a “swift and massive
shock” that has caused the broadest collapse of the global economy since 1870 despite unprecedented government support, the
World Bank said last June 8. The
world economy is expected to
contract by 5.2 per cent this year
- the worst recession in 80 years
- but the sheer number of countries suffering economic losses
means the scale of the downturn
is worse than any recession in
150 years, the World Bank said
in its latest Global Economic
Prospects report. The depth of
the crisis will drive 70 to 100 people into extreme poverty - worse
than the prior estimate of 60
million, she told reporters. And
while the Washington-based
development lender projects
a rebound for 2021, there is a
risk a second wave of outbreaks

could undermine the recovery
and turn the economic crisis
into a financial one that will see
a “wave of defaults.” Economists
have been struggling to measure
the impact of the crisis they have
likened to a global natural disaster, but the sheer size of the
impact across so many sectors
and countries has made it hard
to calculate, and made predictions about any recovery highly
uncertain. Under the worst-case
scenario, the global recession
could mean a contraction of eight
percent, according to the report.
Although China is nearly alone in
seeing modest growth this year,
the depth of the slowdown in the
world’s second-largest economy
will hinder recovery prospects
in developing nations, especially
commodity exporters, the World
Bank warned. While China will
see GDP rise just one percent,
the World Bank said, the rest
of the forecasts are grim: US
-6.1 per cent, Eurozone -9.1 per
cent, Japan -6.1 per cent, Brazil -8 per cent, Mexico -7.5 per
cent and India -3.2 per cent. And
things could get worse, meaning the forecasts will be revised
even lower, the bank warned.
Though dramatic, the current
forecast falls short of the Great
Depression, which saw a global

contraction of 14.5 per cent from
1930 to 1932, while the post-war
downturn in 1945-1946 was 13.8
per cent, according to the World
Bank. (CAN)
oOo
The first stages of a South
Korean government “Green
New Deal” aiming to retool one
of the world’s most fossil fuel-reliant economies is focused
instead on protecting jobs as
the country seeks to stimulate
a virus-ravaged economy, activists say. First proposed by
President Moon Jae-in’s ruling
party ahead of the April parliamentary election, the Green
New Deal set ambitious goals of
net-zero emissions by 2050, an
end to financing of overseas coal
plants, and the introduction of a
carbon tax. But activists say that
government plans announced
since then do not directly address Moon’s pledge to reach
net-zero emissions, or to end to
coal financing. An initial parliamentary proposal calls for an
investment of 12.9 trillion won
(US$10.5 billion) over the next
two years, with the focus on the
creation of 133,000 jobs. The
plan includes remodeling public
buildings, creating urban forests,
recycling, establishing a foundation for new and renewable en-

ergy, and creating low-carbon
energy industrial complexes to
reduce reliance on fossil fuels.
Lee So-young, who was elected
to parliament this year on a platform of environmental reform,
acknowledged the concerns but
said lawmakers are seeking to
draft more detailed laws that
will not only not boost the economy after the coronavirus crisis,
but also transform the economy
and society in more sustainable
ways. The jobs-heavy proposals
are a first, short-term phase designed to help shore up the economy after the coronavirus crisis,
she told Reuters (CAN)
oOo
The economic downturn in
the US triggered by the pandemic has been officially declared a
recession.
The National Bureau of
Economic Research made the
designation on Tuesday, citing
the scale and severity of the current contraction. It said activity
and employment hit a “clear”
and “well-defined” peak in February, before falling. The ruling
puts a formal end to what had
been more than a decade of economic expansion - the longest in
US history.
Meanwhile, US markets
continued their rebound on

Monday, as investors remained
optimistic that the downturn will
be short-lived. A recession was
expected after the US economy
contracted 5% in the first three
months of the year. Employers
also reported cutting roughly 22
million jobs in March and April,
as restrictions on activity intended to help control the virus
forced many businesses to close.
Some economists are hopeful that the job losses have now
stopped, and a rebound has
begun. In May, US employers
added 2.5 million jobs, as states
started reopening. US financial markets, which tumbled in
February amid signs of the economic collapse, have been on
the upswing since March, due
to investor hopes that economic
damage will be limited, thanks
to emergency relief from Congress and the central bank. Many
economists have warned that the
economic pain is likely to linger,
even if the worst has passed. The
World Bank on Monday said it
expected the global economy to
shrink by 5.2% this year, in the
deepest recession since World
War Two. It said it expected
the US economy to contract by
6.1% and the Euro area to shrink
by 9.1%. (BBC) mannyrabacal1144@gmail.com

Towns and cities created by the Sotto clan

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

The Sotto clan in different eras produced legislators.
During the election of the first
set of senators in 1916 there was
Filemon Yap Sotto. After World
War 2, there was the younger
brother, Vicente Yap Sotto.
A son of Vicente by the
name of Cesar (his eldest child)
became Assemblyman of Davao
so as his grandson and namesake, Vicente “Tito” III became
senator after EDSA.
The Sotto clan had the privi-

lege of sponsoring the creation of
towns and conversion into cities.
Don Filemon Sotto became the
godfather of the creation of the
town of Sikatuna, Bohol. Cesar
initiated the creation of the town
of Tagum.
From the third generation
of the Sotto clan of legislators,
Vicente III was elected in 1992,
reelected in 1998, 2010 and
2016 and selected by his peers
in the House of Senate in 2018
as its Senate President. He authored the following bills which
became laws concerning LGUs
in Visayas and Mindanao:
In the 9th and 10th Congress (1992-1998)
Western Samar:
RA 8335 : An Act Amending
Section 11 of Republic Act 3279
otherwise known as “An Act to
revise the Charter of the City of
Calbayog” (Note: This amendment of the Charter of the City
of Calbayog provided for the increase of numbers of the members of the Sanguniang Panlungsod by district).
RA 7896: An Act creating

the Municipality of Sibunag in
the Province of Guimaras.
RA 7897 An Act creating the
Municipality of San Lorenzo in
the Province of Guimaras.
Iloilo:
RA 8469 An Act converting
the Municipality of Passi in the
Province of Iloilo into a Component City to be known as the City
of Passi.
Negros Occidental:
RA 8192 An Act converting
the Municipality of Sagay in the
Province of Negros Occidental into a Component City to be
known as the City of Sagay.
RA 8297 An Act converting
the Municipality of Kabankalan
in the Province of Negros Occidental into a Component city
to be known as the City of Kabankalan.
RA 8489 An Act converting
the Municipality of Talisay in
the Province of Negros Occidental into a Component City to be
known as the City of Talisay.
RA 8488 An Act converting
the Municipality of Victorias in
the Province of Negros Occiden-

tal into a Component City to be
known as the City of Victorias.
In the 9th and 10th Congress (1992-1998)
Palawan:
RA 7879 An Act creating
the Municipality of Sofronio Espanola in the Province of Palawan.
Davao:
RA 8472 An Act converting
the Municipality of Tagum in the
Province of Davao into a Component City to be known as City
of Tagum.
(Cesar Sotto son of Don Vicente Sotto migrated to Davao,
a son by the name of Manuel
nicknamed Noli became a lawyer and Vice Governor of Davao
with Lawyer Vicente Duterte (father of President Rodrigo Duterte) as his Governor. Manuel also
became Vice-Mayor of Davao
City)
RA 8471 An Act constituting
the 3 Municipalities of Babak,
Samal and Kaputian of Samal
Island, Province of Davao into a
Component City to be known as
the Garden Island city of Samal.

RA 8473 An Act creating the
Municipality of Braulio Dujali in
the Province of Davao and for
other purposes.
RA 8470 An Act creating
the Province of Compostela
from the Province of Davao del
Norte and for other purposes.
Cotabato:
RA 8500 An Act converting
the Municipality of Kidapawan
into a Component City to be
known as the City of Kidapawan.
Bukidnon:
RA 8490 An Act converting
the Municipality of Malaybalay into a Component City to be
known as the City of Malaybalay.
Caraga:
RA 7091 An Act creating
Region XIII consisting of the
four provinces of Agusan del
Norte, Agusan del Sur, Surigao
del Norte and Surigao del Sur,
amending for the purpose Presidential Decree No. 1, Chapter III,
Article I, paragraph 3, modifying
the Ordinance appended to the
1987 Constitution on the Composition of X and Region XI and
for other purposes.
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Do not tax online businesses

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

While I strongly support the administration
of
President
Rodrigo
Duterte, I am also strongly against taxing online
business which I consider
as an initiative by people
who do not receive financial assistance from the
government.
We all know that the
government has spent billions of pesos in dole outs
to the people including
Special Amelioration Program (SAP), COVID-19
Adjustment
Measures
Program (CAMP) and
other programs when the

COVID-19 pandemic came
about and wreaked havoc
in the lives of hapless Filipinos.
The
ensuing
lockdown had caused millions
of workers to lose their
jobs, and most businesses closed. Hit hard by
the lockdown were Micro
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). Business
leader Philip Tan told me
in an interview that 50%
of this business will eventually call it quits.
Businessman
Bunny
Pages said that it may take
years to fully bring back
the once vibrant economy.
Another
business
leader,
Carlo
Suarez,
president of Hotels, Resorts and Restaurants
Association of Cebu (HRRAC) said that about 60%
of their sector had closed
shop this month.
This is really a big
challenge to the government. Because the government failed to give
SAP, CAMP or any other
dole outs to thousands of
families in the formal sec-

tor, they used their initiative and meager financial
resources to invest in any
kind of livelihood including online selling in order
to survive and feed their
families.
While it is the authority of the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), and its
mother agency, Department of Finance (DOF) to
raise income for the government, there is no question about the legality of
the decision.
However, is it ethical to collect taxes from
those who engage in online business as a means
of livelihood in this time
of the pandemic? Can’t
BIR and DOF consider its
decision to refrain from
taxing them as a kind of
help like distributing dole
outs?
In the case of the Cooperative
Development
Authority (CDA) a circular was issued allowing
cooperatives in the country to waive interests and
penalties on loans by its
members. That’s a noble

decision considering that
cooperators also need
help in order to survive
in this pandemic. So, how
can the government let
them survive? By not taxing them.
I remember the statement of billionaire Jack
Ma of Alibaba. The year
2020 is a year of staying
alive. Forget your dreams
and plans because if you
are still alive at the end
of the year, that would be
your profit.
***********
On the other hand
Cebu City Administrator
Floro Casas Jr. and Cebu
City Councilor Raymond
Alvin Garcia are now planning to review the records
of senior citizens listed in
the Office of the Senior
Citizen Affair (OSCA) who
have been claiming financial assistance of 12,000 a
year.
Several senior citizens
could not be found in the
addresses indicated in
their personal data sheet
at OSCA. House owners
and barangay officials in

their addresses even denied that they are residents of the area.
There are 82,000 senior citizens who received
financial assistance in the
past years; hence, a huge
amount of money has been
allocated by the Cebu City
Government annually.
Note that Manila City
Mayor Francisco Domagoso, also known as Isko
Moreno, likewise ordered
the review of the records
of 150,000 senior citizens
upon receiving reports
that most of them were
used by politicians and
are not even Manila residents.
Thus, the 150,000 senior citizens in the list of
Manila City OSCA was reduced to only 80,000 after
the removal of non-Manila residents and those
who are not qualified.
The review of the records
planned by Casas and
Garcia was an offshoot of
the sudden appearance
of senior citizens at Cebu
City Hall even if this was
not scheduled.

Restiveness of workers due to COVID-19 disease
forced to cease operations.

Art Barrit

The DOLE’s Department Order (DO) # 213 and
the Labor Advisory (LA) #
17 are both oppressive and
anti-labor. These betray
Filipino workers because
these were issued under
cover during the lockdown
and using the pandemic to
camouflage deprivation of
workers’ rights.

Due to the different
modes of lockdown imposed by the government
to prevent the spread
of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) and coupled
with the policies issued by
the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE),
and the interim guidelines
on workplace prevention
and control of COVID-19
issued by both the DTI
and DOLE, many establishments,
micro-small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) closed shop and

These exposes workers to a wide range of
abuses,
compromising
labor rights in exchange
for retaining employment
such as lessening working
hours through job-sharing
and other flexible work
arrangements (FLAs) instituted by establishments
and would allow employers and businesses to reduce and cut the existing
wages and benefits agreed
upon through the wage
boards as well as wages
and benefits agreed upon
by both workers and man-

The Labor Front

agement at the bargaining
table via collective bargaining agreement (CBA).
And the DO # 213
would give the DOLE an
imprimatur to suspend
all proceedings of labor
litigations including penalties, awards and payments resulting from decided cases and rendered
decisions. The aforementioned order allegedly
would also give the labor
department to suspend
the routine inspection of
labor inspectors for workers complaint on occupational safety and health
violations.
Accordingly,
mediation meetings and
conferences on valid complaints raised by workers
are no longer permitted
under the new DOLE policy.
Apparently, the labor
policies under the “New
Normal” are likened to
a suspended animation,

cried the biggest labor
organization in the country, the Associated Labor
Unions (ALU), an affiliate of the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines (TUCP). It is as if
the workers’ rights are
the first commodity to
dispenses with in this extraordinary times, ALU
spokesman, noted.
The government must
act fast for the implementation of stimulus package
that is aimed to help create work or help our workers that lost their jobs
because of the pandemic,
added an ALU Northern
Mindanao Operation Director Nicanor Borja.
Any delay in the economic stimulus package
will increase the unemployment rate as businesses would not be able
to survive the crisis. Immediate economic release
to help workers who lost

their jobs including companies that have ceased
operations,
government
should provide actions so
that they could continue
operation with their business that will also help
workers. There are no jobs
if there are no businesses,
the reason why organized
labor is asking the government to fast tract the economic stimulus package to
solve our problems, added
Borja.
The
restiveness
of
workers is just like a social
volcano waiting for eruption. Until now, there have
been no clarifications and
amendments issued by the
DOLE on DO # 213 and LA
#17 to address issues and
concerns of the collective
labor opposition of different workers’ organization
in the country, and it seems
DOLE is still proceeding at
full speed to the detriment
of the workers at the mercy
of their employers.
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Japan firm upgrades PH rating
JAPAN Credit Rating
Agency (JCRA) upgraded the
Philippines’ rating from BBB+
to A- with a stable outlook.
JCRA believes that the
country can weather the impact of coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
From an expected contraction this year, it forecasts
growth to recover and rise to
between 6 to 7 percent in the
medium term.
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) said the JCRA
noted the improved economic
fundamentals of the Philippines making it more resilient
to the pandemic, as well as the
government’s effort to implement reforms in the tax system.
It said the stable outlook
on the credit rating “indicates
that the “A-” will be maintained
over the near term.
“JCR holds that a downturn will be limited given the
country’s strengthened economic base, resilient external
position, and the government’s
economic stimulus package to-

taling more than 9 percent of
GDP (gross domestic product).
JCR also considers that the fiscal soundness will not be impaired because while the fiscal
deficit may widen, the package
at this time is justifiable and
the government debt will remain comparatively subdued,”
it said, quoting the JCRA statement.
JCRA also mentioned that
the strength of the domestic
banking system, which recorded a capital adequacy ratio (CAR), a gauge of financial
health, of 15 percent, is a plus
to the country’s rating
The country’s external
debt balance, which currently
stands at 22.2 percent of domestic output and the strong
gross international reserves
(GIR), which posted a record-high of USD90.94 billion
as of end-April 2020, were also
recognized.
“JCR holds that the country will show its high resilience even when global riskoff moves would be triggered
again by a second wave of

Covid-19 pandemic,” the debt
rater said.
BSP Governor Benjamin
Diokno said JCRA’s decision
“is encouraging news at this
challenging time.”
He said this move shows
the debt rater’s “confidence
that the Philippines is pursuing appropriate policies that
will help Filipino individuals,
businesses, and the economy
at large to recover from this
unprecedented crisis.”
“While we have temporarily veered our attention away
from the ‘Road to A’ agenda because our focus at the moment
is on saving lives, jobs, and livelihoods, we welcome positive
assessments from international observers like JCR. We hope
this helps to uplift the Filipino
spirit at this trying time and to
inspire us to work harder together to emerge stronger after
the pandemic,” he added.
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III said this
achievement is a result of a
team effort of the Cabinet, BSP,
and the legislators

SEC asks corporations to step up cybersecurity
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has advised corporations to
strengthen their cybersecurity as more Filipinos turn to
digital transactions amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Commission on June
9 issued a notice encouraging
corporations to assess their
exposure to cybersecurity risks
and craft the appropriate policies and measures because of
recent reports of hacking incidents.
“Digital transformation
benefits businesses, allowing
them to improve their productivity and realize greater
efficiencies, but not without risks,” SEC Chairperson
Emilio B. Aquino said.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has amplified the advantages
of digital technologies, as companies shifted to low-touch
and online-only services in
response to the stringent social distancing and quarantine
measures imposed across the
world.
In the Philippines, digital technologies have allowed
some companies to sustain
their operations while the
country was placed under enhanced community quarantine. As digital transactions

increased, however, reports
of phishing attempts, data
breaches and other cyberattacks likewise emerged.
“Cybersecurity is more
than an IT matter,” Mr. Aquino
noted. “It is a corporate governance issue that companies
should give serious attention to
and proactively manage, as cyberattacks could damage their
reputation, disrupt their operations, and eventually jeopardize their profitability and enterprise value.”
In this light, the SEC urged
the boards of directors and
senior management teams to
ensure they understand and
can effectively confront the cybersecurity risks faced by corporations.
“The boards of directors of
companies must ensure that a
robust cybersecurity strategy
is in place and that existing cybersecurity measures, including regular penetration testing
and risk assessments, remain
effective amid the evolving security landscape,” Mr. Aquino
said.
The SEC has been advocating cybersecurity and data
privacy in the corporate sector, integrating best practices
and standards in various rules
and regulations.

For one, the corporate
governance codes issued by
the Commission recommend
that companies’ boards establish audit committees, whose
duties and responsibilities
include the monitoring and
evaluation of the security of
information assets.
In the capital market, the
SEC requires broker dealers,
exchanges, clearing agencies,
securities depositories and
other participants to have a
comprehensive information
technology plan, pursuant to
the 2015 Implementing Rules
and Regulations of the Securities Regulation Code (Republic Act No. 8799).
Capital market participants are further mandated to
subject their IT, business continuity and disaster recovery
plans, and risk management
systems to regular review and
audit by independent firms.
In 2016, the SEC also required capital market participants to report their compliance with data privacy and
protection regulations. Republic Act No. 10173, or the
Data Privacy Act of 2012, for
one, requires organizations
both in the government and
the private sector to develop
their privacy manuals. PR

Public warned vs. cryptocurrency
DON’T believe false information that Department
of Finance (DOF) Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III is promoting a cryptocurrency auto-trading program called
Bitcoin Revolution.
In a statement Thursday,
the department said DOF employees have also seen similar
investment schemes illegally
using the names of key Treasury and Finance officials in
other countries to entice prospective investors to buy into
their dubious product.
Bitcoin is one of the more
known cryptocurrency, a virtual asset that uses cryptography and is being used for
digital financial transactions.
DOF therefore encourages the public to report similar

schemes to the Enforcement
and Investor Protection Department of the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC) by calling 8818-5704.
“The DOF also warns
those behind these unscrupulous and unauthorized
investment schemes that
the government is monitoring the public space for such
schemes, and will take appropriate legal and regulatory action,” it added.
Last May 19, the DOF issued a statement warning the
public on a fake news saying
the government has created a
platform called Bitcoin Lifestyle, with no less than President Rodrigo R. Duterte encouraging investment on the
platform.

The Academe
Cebu Institute
of Technology
University
Our Elementary Department will be using the Multiple
Approaches in Delivering Education (MADE) Framework
starting this Academic Year.
CIT’s MADE4Elementary has the following features:
Ø Prioritizes the safety of your children by not requiring
physical face-to-face learning delivery.
Ø Considers children’s attention span and screen exposure
by clearly defining the length of synchronous sessions.
Ø Unlike a fully distance or home-school setting,
the teachers will continue to create, discuss, and assess
learning contents to children. Clearly defined and wellscheduled asynchronous activities can be done offline.
Ø Clearly defined output requirements with a sample
suggested daily class schedule (involves both synchronous
and asynchronous activities).
Be where you are sure, trust what makes you secure.
The MADE Framework has been rolled out this Summer
for SHS and College students and we have the experience
to commit to making MADE4Learners MADE4Success.
For more details, please send a private message to
CIT University Elementary Department. You may also
leave us with your contact details so we can send the links
to our enrollment form. Just click here:https://bit.ly/
MADE4BasicEd-Reservation

8 June 15 - 21, 2020

Cebu Business Week

CEBU CITY HALL PAGE
A paper within the paper

Seniors residing outside Cebu City flocked to CH?
CEBU City Administrator
Floro Casas Jr. said that most,
if not all, senior citizens who
unexpectedly flocked to the
City Hall last June 10, 2020 to
claim their financial assistance
are residing outside Cebu City,
temporarily or otherwise.
In an interview with
DYRC radio and Cebu Business Week, Casas said these
senior citizens were not found
in their residences when Cebu
City Government personnel
distributed the senior citizens financial assistance in a
house-to-house operation.
He said the reasons why
the distribution of financial
assistance is done house-tohouse is to prevent them from
being transmitted with Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19).
However, the government personnel discovered
that they were not in their
homes and the owners of
houses indicated in their addresses, as well as barangay
officials concerned did not
even know them.
Casas said that he went

SENIOR CITIZENS cash assistance distribution at the Cebu Coliseum.

to Cebu Coliseum and asked
some of the senior citizens
why they failed to claim their
assistance during the houseto-house distribution.
One female senior citizen
told Casas that she is a resident of Apas, Cebu City and
was caught in a lockdown
when she went to Catmon.
That was a valid reason. However, the woman did not know
where in Apas she is residing
which led to their suspicion
that she was not a Cebu City
resident. She did not even

CCMC could have been
operational: Rama
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
the Cebu City Medical
Center (CCMC) building
could have been operational
by now had he been able to
continue his third term.
“That could be a big
help in the fight against
Corona Virus Disease or
Covid-19 pandemic,” Rama
said. Rama is presently the
chairman of the Committee
on Health.
“I am gathering data
so that during the City
Council discussion, I can
participate. As of now, I
am wondering why the
additional funds needed
is P1.5 billion. I want to
know how much money was
left for the project when I
vacated City Hall, and how
much Osmeña spent for it,”
Rama said.
Rama said the original
cost estimate of the project
was about P1.5 billion.
And the seven floors are
already there. “How come
we still need to allocate P1.5
billion?” Rama asked.
This is the reason

Rama is gathering the
data especially that the
P1.5 billion was reached
in 2015 when construction
materials were cheaper
than today.
“I want to be clear on
figures, and I want to be
enlightened on why the
additional amount needed
is P1.5 billion,” Rama said.
Rama said the City
Council will require the
itemization and program
of works in the proposed
P1.5 billion inclusion in
Supplemental Budget No.
3 to finish the Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC)
building.
“I am confused as to the
new amount and I want to
be enlightened because if
we allocate P1.5 billion, it
seems we are start from the
beginning. So, I want an
itemized program of work
during our deliberation on
that SB 3,” Rama said.
“It is important that the
executive department will
be able to convince the City
Council,” he said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

know who the barangay captain of Apas.
“We learned something on
that June 10 incident and that
is also another reason why we
want the distribution of financial assistance to senior citizens done by house-to-house,”
Casas said.
He said the distribution at
Cebu Coliseum last June 10,
11 and 12 was not really the
schedule of distribution because of the mandatory stay at
home order issued by the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF).

However, the senior citizens were victimized by fake
information spread by people
with vested interest that the
distribution will be until June
15 only which is false.
“We are confused why
dunay mga tawo nga gustong
mangilad sa mga senior citizens. If they want to destroy
the image of the government,
we hope and pray that they
will not use the senior citizens
for their vested interest,” Casas said.
Casas said that because
the financial assistance to
about 82,000 senior citizens is
a huge sum of money, we want
to give only to those who are
really residents of Cebu City
and not from other provinces.
“I fully agree with Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia
to review the records of senior citizens. In fact, we have
an order to review the records
of senior citizens who cannot
be located during a house-tohouse distribution of financial assistance. It’s something
we will discuss next week,”

Casas said.
Casas said that because
the senior citizens who are
not anymore residing in
Cebu City suddenly trooped
to the City Hall, they immediately ordered to ferry them
with Cebu City Government
buses to Cebu Coliseum for
their safety and security.
They were given the financial
assistance there.
“We wish to reiterate the
advisory from the Cebu City
Office of the Senior Citizens
Affair (OSCA) that our senior
citizens need not claim their
financial assistance personally. Again, for the safety and
comfort of our senior citizens,
the financial assistance may
be claimed by the duly authorized representative of the senior citizen.
Casas attached a photocopy of a “letter of authority to
receive” form to be issued by a
senior citizen to his representative. The said form was noted by Jeffrey Ocampo, OSCA
executive director. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Review credentials of senior citizens: Garcia
COUNCILOR Raymond
Alvin Garcia said that it is
now time to review the credentials of all senior citizens
who are receiving financial
assistance from the Cebu City
Government.
Garcia, a lawyer, is the
majority floor leader of the
Cebu City Council presided by Vice Mayor Michael
Rama. He said he will initiate a review of the records of
all senior citizens to find out
who are now residing outside
Cebu City and are not anymore qualified to receive financial assistance.
There are about 82,000
senior citizens who are given P12,000 annual financial
assistance by the Cebu City
Government.
In Manila, Mayor Isko
Moreno ordered a review of
the records in the Office of the
Senior Citizens Affair (OSCA).
As a result, the 150,000 list of
senior citizens was reduced to
80,000.
At present, Garcia said
a senior citizen received
P12,000 a year or P1,000 a
month. The problem now is
that there are several senior
citizens who are not anymore
residents of Cebu City in-

cluding those who suddenly
trooped to Cebu City Hall last
June 10, 2020.
Garcia said he received
reports that several senior
citizens are now residing in
Talisay City, Minglanilla and
other areas in Cebu Province
and as far as Bohol, Leyte and
Masbate.
He said that when the
Cebu City Government personnel distributed their cash
assistance in the amount of
P3,000 for the months of
March, April and May 2020,
they could not be found because they no longer live in
Cebu City but in the provinces. That is the reason why
they failed to get their cash
assistance at their former residences.
Garcia theorized that prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, the senior citizens who
are not anymore residents in
Cebu City just claimed their
financial assistance at Cebu
City Hall because they can no
longer claim it from their former barangay.
“We did not call them to
come to City Hall because
the distribution was houseto-house. In addition, there
were fake news and misinfor-

mation stating that they can
claim their financial assistance for the months of May,
June, and July 2020,” Garcia
said.
Despite the fact that they
were not anymore in their
places when the house-tohouse distribution was conducted, Garcia said the City
Government was able to ferry
them to Cebu Coliseum where
the distribution of financial
assistance was continued and
completed.
Garcia did not discount the supposition that
some politicians and their
protégées want to destroy the
administration of President
Rodrigo Duterte and Mayor
Edgardo Labella by tricking
the senior citizens.
He said we cannot avoid
it from happen in a democratic society. However, he
urged those who were behind
that incident to support the
government in times of public
health crisis like the Covid-19
pandemic.
“It is not the time to destroy an administration which
is trying its best to help the
people and bring the situation
back to normal,” Garcia said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Labella impresses IATF in fight v. Covid-19
THE Inter-Agency Task
Force met Cebu City Mayor
Edgardo Labella and other
Cebu leaders and was impressed with its preparations in
the fight against Corona Virus
Disease (Cobid-19) pandemic.
IATF on Emerging Infectious Disease chief implementer Secretary Carlito Galvez met with Labella and other
leaders in Cebu to assess the
progress of the fight against
COVID-19.
Others present were Presidential Assistant Mike Dino,
Mandaue City Mayor Jonas
Cortes,Talisay City Gerard
Anthony “Samsam” Gullas,
officials of the Department of
Health (DOH) 7, and Police
Regional Office (PRO) 7.
Galvez commended Cebu
leaders for their response to
the COVID-19 crisis. Galvez
was impressed in the quaran-

CEBU CITY MAYOR EDGARDO LABELLA meets with Secretary Galvez of IATF. See story.

tine facility in Cebu City.
Cebu City has three
Bayanihan Covid-19 Field

Centers located at the old Sacred Heart School in Gen.
Maxilom Avenue; North Rec-

lamation Area (NRA), and International Eucharistic Center
(IEC). In addition is the Ba-

rangay Isolation Center (BIC)
in several barangays.
Galvez announced that he
will soon inspect Cebu hospitals to check its health care
capacities. This will include
Cebu City Quarantine Center
(CCQC) at Block 27, NRA.
Labella, who accompanied Galvez in his visit, said
this facility could not be found
in Manila and that Galvez was
amazed about it.
Labella said Galvez was
impressed by the equipment
in the quarantine facility, especially with the checking of
the patient’s vital signs that
does not require physical contact between the nurse or doctor and patient.
As of June 12, there are 40
patients staying at the quarantine facility who are Covid
positive but asymptomatic.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu City most prepared
vs. Covid-19: MCIAA official
A DIRECTOR of Mactan
Cebu International Airport
Authority (MCIAA) said
Cebu City is most capable
of fighting against the
Covid-19 pandemic because
it is the most prepared Local
Government Unit (LGU) in
the country.
In her Facebook account
post, Atty. Annabelle PulveraPage, who is also an official
of the Oriental Port and
Allied Services Corporation
(OPASCOR), congratulated
Cebu City leaders led by
Mayor Edgar Labella for the
job well done.
“I am happy and proud
that Cebu City is more
prepared to deal with
COVID-19 as against other
LGUs. For this, we sincerely
thank our leaders and all those
who went out of their way to
help,” Atty. Pulvera-Page said.
But Pulvera-Page said the
bigger question for her is, if
Cebu City is prepared enough
now against the prevailing
observed risks.
“It looks to me that we
are okay in as far as testing
capacity is concerned as well
as facilities for asymptomatic,
mild and moderate cases.
However, I am a bit worried

in as far as our capability to
handle critical cases, where
death is highly possible,”
Pulvera-Page added.
But the lady lawyer
questioned how many critical
cases do we have as against
our critical care facilities?
What is the growth rate for
critical cases? Are our ICU
beds sufficient? How about
our mechanical ventilators?
Are we in the safe zone in as
far as these are concerned? If
we are not, what are we doing
in relation to this? What are
the targets and timelines?
How can the private sector
help?
Cebu City Administrator
Floro Casas Jr. thanked
Pulvera-Page
for
her
observation which was shared
with Presidential Assistant
Mike Dino and Secretary
Carlito Galvez, the chief
implementer of the InterAgency Task Force (IATF)
Emerging and Infectious
Diseases.
Casas said that despite
Cebu City having a high rate of
Covid, we have a low mortality
rate. While the national
average is six percent, Cebu
City only has only 1.1 percent
on the average.

“Our recovery rate is
around 60 percent while
the National rate is only 38
percent plus,” Casas said.
Casas added that with
regards to our high cases
record, they discussed it with
Mayor Labella, public health
consultants, and experts who
are helping us.
They told Mayor Labella
that if they want to stop
another Covid case, the easiest
way is to stop conducting test.
But the mayor does not agree
on that because in handling
this Covid, we cannot fight the
enemy without testing.
Casas said IATF wants
the senior citizens and the
people below 21 years old
and those who have illnesses
to stay at home because they
are vulnerable. The people
without illnesses and have
strong immune systems have
less problem because they
will just be asymptomatic and
will heal in a couple of weeks.
He said the persons who
recovered are those with
illness, but those who died were
those with existing sickness.
These people with preexisting
health conditions are the ones
we are really protecting. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

CEBU CITY MAYOR EDGAR LABELLA visited Barangay Sinsin, June 14,
2020, to check the situation of the area. He was accompanied by Atty. Jigo
Dacua, head of the Department of Public Services (DPS); city administrator
Floro Casas Jr.; and Epay Peros, head of Cebu City Environment and
Natural Resources Office(CENRO). Sinsin Barangay Captain Lasponia and
the barangay council sponsored lunch to the visiting city officials.

Beware of
ECQ FAKE NEWS
THE Cebu City government cautions the
public of false information circulating that Cebu
City is back to Enhanced
Comminute Quarantine
(ECQ).
The post circulating
on social media is FAKE
NEWS. This is malicious
misinformation aimed to
discredit the administration of Mayor Edgardo

Labella so he might earn
the ire of the people.
What the post showed
was IATF Resolution No.
35 dated May 11, 2020
which is no longer relevant.
The Cebu City government warns the perpetrators of this fake news that
once their identities are
uncovered, they will be
dealt with accordingly.
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‘PinasMunaTayo’ campaign launched Nokia 5310 is back to PH
TO MOTIVATE Filipinos ponents: TriPinas to revive the helping our MSMEs they can
to prioritize local products
and services first in everything
they do, the “PinasMunaTayo”
(Philippine First) campaign
was launched.
The campaign was a collaborative undertaking of the
government and private sectors to bring more awareness
among Filipinos and help
stimulate the recovery of the
domestic economy.
The online “PinasMunaTayo” movement is spearheaded by the Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI), Alliance Global Group
Inc., and Resorts World Manila.
From the government
sector, the online movement
has the support of line Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI), Department of Science
and Technology (DOST), and
the Department of Tourism
(DOT).
“PinasMunaTayo” advocates for a “Bayanihan” among
Filipinos to support local businesses first and spend their
money in the Philippines to patronize local services in leisure
and travel, food and restaurants, retail and shopping,
among others.
#PinasMunaTayo
campaign focuses on three com-

tourism sector by promoting
domestic tourism and destinations; ShoPinas to push for
buying locally in support to the
retail sector; and LasaPinas to
reinforce patriotism by experiencing local food and hospitality. The campaign encourages
consumers to make conscious
choices to help boost the economy post- COVID 19.
DTI Secretary Ramon M.
Lopez called on the patriotism
of Filipinos to support the “PinasMunaTayo” campaign and
make the Philippines free from
too much reliance on imported
products and help the recovery
of the domestic economy.
“We should prefer local because by doing so we are creating local employment and local
income, but if you buy imported products you are only helping the foreign company and
other countries, so you really
have to consider prioritizing local first,” he urged.
PCCI President Benedicto
Yujuico vowed to make “PinasMunaTayo” a movement for all
its 35,000 business members
from across the country to ensure a successful and sustainable long-term campaign.
“We are sending strong
message to please patronize
goods and services because by

rehire their workers and help
in the recovery of the domestic
economy,” he said.
For his part, Kevin Tan,
CEO of Alliance Global Group
Inc., said their 85,000 strong
workforce stand at the vanguard of their endeavors. They
invested in real estate assets,
hotels, resorts, condominiums
and lifestyle malls that would
give opportunities for MSMEs
to showcase the best. They will
also collaborate with airlines to
promote tourism destinations
in the country once travel restrictions are lifted.
“We want to start with social media campaign and as
restrictions start to ease then
we can start in our malls and
properties to hold informal
marketplace to bring products
all over the country and resuscitate tourist places,” he said
noting that AGI is present in
major destinations.
“Continue believing in the
Filipinos,” he added.
Kingson Sian, president
and CEO of Resorts World,
urged Filipinos to “make a
conscious effort to spend in
the Philippines.” He reminded Filipinos that there is no
one to rely on during this
pandemic but on Filipinos
alone.

Tax perks up for upgraded tourism facilities
THE Board of Investments (BOI) will grant incentives to tourism projects
that involve upgrading and
modernizing facilities to ensure discharge of new health
standards in the ‘new normal’ following the pandemic.
Bureau of Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat called on the BOI to put in
place feasible measures that
will allow the tourism industry to recoup after being badly
hit by the pandemic.
The tourism sector’s
revenue dropped by 55 percent in January to April this
year to PHP79.8 billion from
PHP180.5-billion revenue in
the same period in 2019.
“We recognize that the
tourism sector has been one
of the worst affected of all the
major sectors of the economy
due to the current health crisis. By way of providing investment incentives, we hope
the sector, which was a major driver of the economy’s
growth pre-Covid-19, will

stay afloat, continue their
business operations, and recover the soonest they can,”
Trade Secretary and BOI
chairman Ramon Lopez said.
Renovations and upgrading that will merit tax perks
include:
Ø Renovation of guestrooms, food and beverage
outlets,
function/meeting
rooms, recreation areas and/
or other common areas;
Ø Investment in new
or upgrade of laundry, kitchen, housekeeping, employee
facilities and other back of
house facilities;
Ø Building of full, partial or movable partitions;
Ø Installation of builtin thermal scanners, hygiene
gates, and/or booths;
Ø Upgrade or improvement of ventilation, air conditioning, air filtration systems, water systems, water
treatment facilities (STP);
Ø A mobile check-in
system; non-touch or no-contact door lock systems; and

non-touch control panels in
elevators and other areas.
Lopez said the BOI is
also looking into providing
incentives to existing tourism accommodation facilities
in Boracay that will invest on
Covid-proofing since a local
policy is restricting new and
expansion of tourism facilities in the island.
The incentives offered by
the BOI to Covid-19-proofing
investments include income
tax holiday (ITH) for three
years and duty-free importation of capital equipment.
The BOI said the ITH will
be pro-rated according to the
amount of renovation, while
enterprises will only pay value-added tax (VAT) on their
imported capital equipment.
Hotels and resorts, meetings, international conventions, and events (MICE)
facilities, and tourist transport companies nationwide
are eligible to register their
Covid-19-proofing renovations with the BOI.

NOKIA is bringing back
another one of its classic
phones, the Nokia 5310, to the
Philippines.
The 2020 version is a reimagining of the original Nokia
5310 Xpress Music. It comes
with an MP3 player and FM radio with dedicated music buttons, and long battery life.
Nokia 5310 will be available for P2,090 online on
Lazada and Shopee starting
June 13. It will also be available
in all Nokia mobile stores and
kiosks starting June 19.

AROUND THE WORLD
Widow of Wuhan whistleblower
gives birth to son
The wife of Li Wenliang, the Wuhan whistleblower
doctor who died of coronavirus in February, has given
birth to their son in a Wuhan hospital .
“Can you see it from heaven? The last gift you gave me
was born today. I will definitely take good care of them,”
she wrote on the Chinese social media platform WeChat.
Whistleblowing doctor Li Wenliang, 34, died in Wuhan
after contracting the virus while treating a patient. He was
a doctor in the Chinese city of Wuhan, which was ground
zero for the coronavirus pandemic.
In late December, when reports emerged of a dangerous
new virus in the city, he texted fellow medical school alumni
warning them of the news.
“I only wanted to remind my university classmates to
be careful,” he told CNN in February.
Soon after, he was targeted by Wuhan police, who
accused him of rumor-mongering. He was made to sign
a statement acknowledging his “misdemeanor” and
promising not to commit further “unlawful acts.”
On February 1, he tested positive for the virus. He died
less than a week later, -- sparking a rare online wave of
grief, fury, calls for freedom of speech and government
accountability.
Polish invasion of Czech Republic
a misunderstanding
The Polish military has admitted it accidentally
invaded the Czech Republic last month, but it insists its
brief occupation of a small part of the country was simply a
“misunderstanding.”
Polish soldiers mistakenly crossed the country’s border
with Czech Republic in late May before setting up there,
the Czech foreign ministry told CNN.
The soldiers, who had been guarding parts of the
closed Polish-Czech border during the coronavirus
pandemic, then started turning away Czech citizens who
were attempting to visit a church in their own country.
The snafu led the Czech embassy in Warsaw to take
“immediate action” and notify its Polish counterpart,
adding that Poland has still not formally explained why it
mistakenly annexed its neighbor.
“Our Polish counterparts unofficially assured us that
this incident was merely a misunderstanding caused by
the Polish military with no hostile intention, however, we
are still expecting a formal statement,” a Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said.
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FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. George W. Bush was once a head cheerleader in High School? He continued to
be one while he attended Yale?
2. Coca-Cola owns all website URLs that can be read as ahh? It goes all the way
up to 62 h’s. A 2013 digital campaign by Coca-Cola spurred the company to
purchase all 62 URL’s?
3. Madonna suffers from brontophobia. This scary sounding word is not so
complicated – it is the fear of thunder?
4. Samsung accounts for 20% of Korea’s gross domestic product?
5. A group of peacocks is called a party?
6. Chorophobia is the Fear of dancing?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“We May Encounter Many Defeats But We
Must Not Be Defeated.” – Maya Angelou,
American poet, singer, and civil rights
activist
“Strength shows not only in the ability to
persist, but in the ability to start over.” —
F. Scott Fitzgerald, American fiction
writer

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Let me tell you the secret that has led to my
goal. My strength lies solely on my tenacity.”
– Louis Pasteur, French biologist,
microbiologist and chemist
“You do what you can for as long as you can,
and when you finally can’t, you do the next
best thing. You back up but you don’t give
up.” ― Chuck Yeager, former United
States Air Force officer
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SPORTS

National Academy of Sports Act
signed into law
REPUBLIC Act No. 11470 or the
National Academy of Sports Act, has
been signed into law by President
Rodrigo Duterte.
Republic Act No. 11470 seeks to
establish the National Academy of
Sports which integrates secondary
education with a special curriculum
on sports to help athletes study while
training, Presidential Spokesman
Harry Roque said.
“We consider this a good follow-through to our country’s hosting
of the 2019 Southeast Asian Games,
where the Philippines emerged as
the overall leader in the medal tally,”
Roque said in a statement.
“The Philippines has demonstrated that we can be on par with
our neighbors in the region in terms
of sports,” he added.
Republic Act No. 11470 would
also establish an educational facility
designed for student athletes
Roque said the Palace is “confident that we will be able to raise our

student-athletes’ competitiveness in
the field of sports and produce worldclass athletes in the years to come.”
Under the law, qualified student-athletes can enter the National
Academy of Sports through scholarships.
The National Academy of Sports
will be located in the multi-billion
New Clark City in Capas, Tarlac.
The Academy’s budget will be
included in the Department of Education’s annual funding, and “all
income and monetary donations”
given to the academic institution
will be placed into the Sports High
School Fund.
“With this landmark measure,
the Philippines can produce more
world-class Filipino athletes who are
well-educated and well-rounded, with
a strong sense of patriotism and love
of country,” Senator Bong Go said.
Go is one of the primary authors
of the newly-approved bill.
Attached to the Department of

Education, the academy will be run
in close coordination with the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC).
The head of the DepEd will serve
as chairman of the academy’s Board
of Trustees, while an executive director with expertise in sports and appointed by the DepEd secretary will
head the institution.
PSC chairman William ‘Butch’

Ramirez welcomed the signing of RA
11470 like a breath of fresh air.
“The PSC commits its support and
cooperation in the implementation of
RA 11470s provisions, recognizing its
success as a vital boost to the country’s
sports development and complementing the agency’s efforts in line with its
mandate to develop grassroots and
elite sports,” added the PSC chief.

Alaska stays with PBA GAB brings boxing
THERE is no truth to
the rumors that Alaska will
leave the Philippine Basketball Association (PBA).
PBA
Commissioner
Willie Marcial dispelled rumors of Alaska’s exit saying
the franchise will not be
going anywhere.
In an official statement,
Alaska Aces announced
that they are ready and excited for the resumption of
the PBA season. Alaska is
ready for battle. It is stay-

ing the course and will always contribute to the welfare of the league, and be
part of the good to make a
better world through bas-

ketball.
“Alaska is staying the
course to show that our
team will always contribute
to the welfare of the league,
and be part of the good
to make a better world
through our passion for
basketball,” it added.
Alaska has been a member of the PBA since 1986
and has a total of 14 championships under its belt,
the second most number of
titles in the league.

PVL Open Conference in September
THE Premier Volleyball
League (PVL) aims at least
one conference this year to
make up for deferred tournaments caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
Sports Vision President
Ricky Palou said they look forward to holding the Open Conference in September depending on the Inter-Agency Task
Force for Management of Infectious Diseases (IATF) protocols for team sporting events.
“It will be difficult, but

we are still studying the prospects of having a conference
for this year. This is if the authorities allow us to stage it,”
he said.
League officials are in
constant
communication
with teams regarding this
plan, but Palou said nine
teams have already signified their interest to join, to
wit: 2019 Open Conference
champion Creamline, Choco
Mucho, PetroGazz, Motolite,
Perlas, BaliPure, Chef’s Clas-

sics, Army and Air Force.
National sports association leaders from athletics,
basketball, volleyball, football,
rugby, gymnastics, and karate
recently met online to make
guidelines for a proposed onemonth trial program for the
athletes to resume training.
Nothing is yet been final.
At present, only swimming, tennis, badminton,
golf, equestrian, skateboarding, running and biking were
given the ho signal to restart.

to IATF’s attention
THE
Games
and
Amusements Board (GAB)
called on the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF) to heed
the call of the professional
boxing community to stage
shows while strictly observing safety guidelines.
GAB chairman Baham
Mitra told the IATF that
boxing has returned in the
US.
“I explained to them
that our stakeholders depend on it for their livelihood unlike those in the
Philippine Sports Commission (PSC), whose athletes
receive a monthly allowance
from the government,” Mitra said.
Based on Mitra’s presentation, promoters have
agreed to heed the call of
the IATF to observe safety
guidelines involving those
who will be allowed to take
part in the event.
GAB admits that it’s going to be an uphill battle for
boxing to be allowed to get
back in business.

Boxing remains one of
the sports that is likely to
be the last to be given the
green light to return owing
to its nature.

BAHAM MITRA, Games
and Amusements Board
(GAB) chairman.

