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Coop leader called move of physicians group ‘cruel and insensitive’
DESPITE the already
highly-cost of hospitalization which is now unaffordable by the poor, the
Philippine College of Physicians (PCP) has advised its
members to increase their
fees by 50 percent amid the
Covid-19 pandemic.
An advisory from the
PCP said 50 percent increase
shall take effect on June 1,
2020 to September 1, 2020
for Association of Health
Maintenance Organizations
of the Philippines, Inc. (AHMOPI). Effectivity for Philippine Association of Health
Maintenance Organization
Companies (PAHMOC) shall
be on May 25, 2020 to August 25, 2020. This may be
extended until the state of
public health emergency is
lifted.
The pre-COVID professional fees from 2018
to 2020 are: Out-Patient, P400-P600; Ward,
P600-P900;
Semi-Private, P750- P1,125; Private, P850-P1,275; Suite,
P1,200-P1,800; ICU/CCU,
P1,400- P2,100; Medical
Evaluation, Intra-operative
monitoring, P1,400-P2,100.
PCP said that telemedicine consultation is now
P400. This means a person

who calls a doctor to consult over the phone shall pay
P400.
This professional fee
applies to both COVID and
non-COVID cases.
The Out-Patient Department (OPD) consult and
teleconsults do not have
Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation (PHIC) or popularly known as PhilHealth
component rates while all
other fees/rates are exclusive
of the same.
The Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between
PCP and PAHMOC will expire on December 31, 2020.
The PCP Committee on External Relations is currently
on negotiation with them
to increase PF rates in the
MOA renewal. The advisory was signed by Dr. Maria
Gina C. Nazareth, MD, PCP
President.
Atty. Winston Garcia, chairman of the
CFI
Cooperative
and former general manager of the
Government Service
Insurance
System (GSIS),
said he was
disheartened
by
the PCP

advisory.
“It is not only bad timing but cruel and insensitive
having been issued in the
midst of tremendous sufferings by our fellow Filipinos,”
said Garcia.
More than 10 million
Filipinos are out of work
and hundreds of thousands
of businesses have
been closed
to
heed
the adv i c e
of the
medi c a l
community for
enforced
quarantine and
lock-

downs to avoid the spread of
Covid-19.
Yet, it seems it is only the
medical community that is
thriving in this crisis, Garcia
said.
“Look at how hospitals
and their doctors have been
overcharging poor and hapless patients with exorbitant
medical exams and fees under the guise of protection
against the coronavirus.”
Garcia said.
And now, Garcia
said, this advisory
from the Philippine
College of Physicians
is adding up to the depressing situation of
the Filipino people.
They feed on the misery and vulnerability of the
masses
who

ATTY. WINSTON GARCIA,
GARCIA, Chairman CFI Cooperative

are held hostage to the medical community for their
health and well-being.
“How often it has been
said that a crisis brings out the
best in some and the worse in
others.” Garcia added.
Garcia said the officers of
this very prestigious group of
physicians have shown their
true colors and hides.
Milagros Espina, formerly with the University of
San Jose Recoletos (USJR)
agreed with Garcia, saying,
very few still live their oath
of service. But some have
become too alienated, selfish materialistic and unfriendly.
Espina said some private doctors do not even respond to urgent consultation
of their patients during the
lockdown months.
Consul General Bobby
Joseph, founder of 888 News
Forum suggested that Garcia ask the hospitals and the
doctors the compelling reasons why they need an increase. Their answers may
be reasonable based on
the pandemic. Salary of
doctors and nurses and
the support group
are very low as it is
shameful. ELIAS O
BAQUERO
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BOC-Cebu collects P2.5B in June
THE Bureau of Customs
(BOC) Port of Cebu has collected over P2.5 billion for
the month of June 2020 or
more than P400 million in
surplus or about 22 percent
as against target.
Port of Cebu District
Collector Charlito Martin
Mendoza said that five days
before the end of June, they
had already hit the target.
Mendoza said the Port
of Cebu has collected P14.1
billion from January to June
2020 or a collection surplus
of P1.1 billion as against the
target of P13 billion.
For July 2020, the target
is P2.235 billion and Mendoza is confident to achieve
it considering that for July

2019, they’ve collected
almost P3 billion.
He said the biggest
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic is the decline
in volume of importation which translates to
reduced collection.
Mendoza said they
maximized
whatever
amount they can collect
from reduced importations.
“The volume of importation in June 2020
significantly increased
compared to that of May
2020.” Mendoza said.
He cited as example the May 2020 volume which was down
by close to 45 percent com-

CEBU District Collector Charlito
Martin Mendoza

pared to May 2019. But
volume of importation
in June 2020 was down
only by 15 percent compared to June 2019.
“There is an improvement in importation volume with the trend from
May 2020 to June 2020.
We expect more improvement in the coming
months of July, August
and September compared to the March, April
and May 2020 where the
volume was really very
low.” Mendoza said.
“For us to be able to
achieve our mandate and
as I said our mandate
that was severely affected by COVID-19 is our reve-

nue collection, so let us make
the most of whatever volume
that we have and collect the
proper taxes.” Mendoza said.
“Let us have proper revenue collection, proper examination of documents to ensure
that the declarations of values
are correct and proper transaction values which becomes
the basis of assessment. Let’s
ensure that there is no miss
declaration and miss classification. We are very strict now
and we impose fine even on
clerical error at P5, 000 for
every violation. The basis for
the fine is the Customs Memorandum Order (CMO) by the
BOC authorizing us to impose
fine” Mendoza said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Farmers in CV can avail of no interest loans: DA
ALL qualified farmers in Region 7 can obtain
loans without interest to
fund their livelihood projects from the Department
of Agriculture (DA).
This was revealed to
Cebu Business Week by DA
7 Director Salvador “Salva” Diputado, who added
that every qualified farmer
can secure a loan of P25,
000 without interest. This
amount is payable in 10
years, or an amortization
of a little more than P200 a
month.
Both LAMAC Multipurpose Cooperative and Cebu
People’s Cooperative received P10 Million each to
provide such loan to qualified
farmers in Cebu Province.

Cebu People’s also received a separate P7 Million for the 289 farmers in
Cebu City mountain barangays at P25, 000 each.
Both LAMAC and Cebu
People’s are conduits of
Land Bank of the Philippines in releasing loans to
the farmers initiated by
DA.
On the other hand,
Diputado said a qualified
group like cooperative can
borrow for as low as P5
million without interest for
agricultural projects.
These include buying
and selling vegetables and
other agricultural products,
buying and selling chicken
and livestock, or common
planting of different crops.

DA 7 Director Salvador Diputado

“We are really focusing
on extending assistance to
farmers and on food production. This is one way of
surviving COVID-19 (Coro-

na Virus Disease) since the
people need food as thousands of them lost their
jobs because of the lockdown.” Diputado said.
Diputado also said the
people can use any space in
highly-urbanized cities for
urban gardening.
He said that producing
vegetables for family consumption only needs small
spaces.
“You can save the budget for vegetables and you
can be sure that the vegetables the family is eating for
their meals are fresh, safe
from chemicals and nutritious,” Diputado said.
He added that we celebrate
nutrition month every July
of the year. The Nation-

al Nutrition Commission
(NNC) encouraged people
to consume organic vegetables to get nutritious food
in boosting immune system
especially that we are facing COVID-19 pandemic.
“We encourage the people to engage in food production wherever they are
now. If we have less supply
of water, we have a technology to suggest in maximizing the limited area in
an urban city.”
Diputado believe that
if all families in urban cities of Cebu, Mandaue and
Lapu-lapu will adapt urban
gardening food production
will increase and prevent
price increases in vegetables. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Tuburan planting rice in uplands
TUBURAN, Cebu Mayor
Danilo “Dani” Diamante said
they are now propagating
the planting of rice in upland
barangays in the town to
increase food production
amid Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Although Tuburan has
zero Covid-19 positive, they
are still looking into improving
agriculture as one way to
increase food production
especially that thousands of
workers in Metro Cebu have
lost their jobs.
Diamante said the Local
Government Unit (LGU)

has already purchased rice
seedlings for upland planting
for this program.
He said the LGU and
the farmer concerned must
sign a Memorandum Of
Agreement (MOA) that the
LGU will provide the seeds
and the farmer will plant it.
He
said
they
are
thoroughly studying whether
they will give one sack rice
seeds plus one thousand
pesos. Once the farmer
harvests, he will return one
and a half sacks of palay to
the municipal government.
The MOA is important

because the program is not a
dole out but a support.
Diamante
said
agricultural experts said one
sack of rice seeds will yield
600 kilos during harvest. In
return for the one sack of rice
seeds and 1,000 pesos cash,
the farmer will only pay an
equivalent to one and onehalf sack of seeds. A sack of
palay weighs 40 kilos. The
farmer has to return only 60
kilos so, he gains 540 kilos
plus the P1,000 cash.
The mayor said this
program is better than dole
out because if the LGU will

give a dole out of 5 kilos
milled rice, the farmer
cannot multiply it and there
is no return for the LGU.
Diamante added that
the rice seeds that will be
returned by the farmers will
also be given to the others
who are still to avail it.
Diamante also said that
the program was submitted to
the Department of Agriculture
(DA) 7 for funding.
Earlier, DA 7 Director
Salvador Diputado said
the LGU can recommend
any livelihood project for
funding. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

TUBURAN Mayor Danilo “Dani”
Diamante
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ERC approves PEMC application,
orders refund of overcollection
THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) recently
approved with modification
the application of the Philippine Electricity Market
Corporation (PEMC) for the
approval of the level of Market Transaction Fees (MTFs)
for Calendar Year (CY) 2015
for the Philippine Wholesale Electricity Spot Market
(WESM). In its 78-paged
Decision, the ERC slashed
the PEMC’s proposed MTF
level in the amount of Eight
Hundred Ninety-Six Million
Four Hundred Ten Thousand
Pesos (PhP896,410,000.00)
by almost half thereby al-

lowing it to impose the
MTF for the subject calendar year in the amount of
Four Hundred Forty-Seven
Million Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Twenty-Six
Pesos and Six Centavos
(Php447,470,026.06)
on
WESM participants in the
Luzon and Visayas Grids.
“In our evaluation, the
Commission found that there
are certainMarket Transaction Fee components that
are unnecessary and unreasonable and there are those
that PEMC failed to provide
supporting documents that
would justify the reasonable-

ness thereof. Moreover, we
have established that PEMC
is a Government-Owned
and Controlled Corporation
(GOCC) being a non-stock
corporation whose functions
are impressed with public in-

terest. As such, we have evaluated PEMC’s application on
the basis of such GOCC classification,” ERC Chairperson
and CEO Agnes VST Devanadera explained.
The ERC, in its evaluation also found that PEMC’s
actual budget utilization of
certain items is lower than
the proposed budget for the
same. Thus, the ERC approved certain MTF components based on the actual expenses incurred by PEMC.
“We are directing PEMC
to refund its over collection in
the Market Transaction Fee
for the 2015 Calendar Year to

be apportioned among all the
Luzon and Visayas participants. The adjustment shall
be implemented over twelve
(12) months beginning in
the next billing month upon
receipt of the subject Decision, and shall be reflected
as a separate line item in the
WESM monthly billing statement. PEMC shall submit
its Plan of Action for the implementation of the refund
scheme, and the corresponding adjustment to the Market
Transaction Fee, within ten
(10) days upon receipt of the
Decision,” Devanadera concluded. PR

Travel bubbles key to
DTI-7 warns restaurants of closure
reviving the tourism sector if health protocols are violated
TO HELP the tourism
industry recover from the
lockdowns following the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
government should seriously
consider establishing travel
bubbles with select countries
in order to bring some life
back into this very vital sector
of the country.
Senator Sonny Angara
urged the Department of
Tourism (DOT) to work with
the Department of Health,
Department of Transportation
(DOTr) and the Union of Local
Authorities of the Philippines
(ULAP) on how to implement
these travel bubbles, including
choosing which countries
would take part and which
local destinations would be
included.
The idea of creating travel
bubbles has been raised
by Angara as early as May
this year in his comments
to the 7th weekly report of
Malacañang to Congress on
the implementation of the
Bayanihan to Heal as One Act
as a way to help the tourism
industry, which has been
completely shut down for the
past three months.
Travel bubbles refer to
the arrangements between
countries for travelers to enter
each other’s borders without
the need for strict quarantines
or at least very minimal
periods of quarantines.
Travel bubbles are also
known as corona corridors

and travel bridges.
“Many countries are now
exploring the concept of travel
bubbles as a way to safely open
up their doors to visitors, such
as businessmen and tourists,
from select countries in order
to generate economic activity
in the tourism industry,”
Angara said.
Countries
such
as
Thailand, Singapore, China,
South Korea, Vietnam, Japan,
Australia and New Zealand
are all exploring the idea
of travel bubbles now that
their economies are starting
to open up again after going
through lockdowns due to the
pandemic.
Tourism is a major
contributor to the Philippine
economy, generating a record
high of $9.31 billion (P465
billion) in 2019.
The Philippine Statistics
Authority also noted that
tourism
represents
12.7
percent of gross domestic
product.
The sector has been
among the hardest hit by the
pandemic as all travel in and
out of the country was halted
as part of the government’s
efforts to contain the spread of
COVID-19.
For the first four months
of 2020, the DOT reported
that tourism revenues stood
at a mere P79.8 billion,
down from the P180.5 billion
recorded over the same period
in 2019.

RESTAURANTS
and
eateries in Cebu City to
strictly implement the “no
dine-in, take-out only” policy
while lockdown remains in
effect in the city.
Department of Trade and
Industry in Central Visayas
(DTI – 7) Assistant Secretary Asteria Caberte of DTI
– 7 said that establishments
caught violating the directive
could face closure.
“Food
establishments
that violate the anti-COVID
protocols will be closed until
they are able to comply,” said
Caberte.
DTI – 7 stressed that

Cebu City is still under enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) and therefore
dine-in in all food establishments, including eateries, is
not allowed.
It further stressed that
only restaurants in areas
under a more relaxed general community quarantine
(GCQ) are allowed to accommodate dine-ins but at a limited capacity and subject to
further health protocols.
“The DTI Guidelines,
which is in consonance with
the Inter-agency task force
for the management of infectious diseases, include

among others that the dinein capacity must be at 30 percent for GCQ areas,” DTI – 7
said.
Also included in the DTI
guidelines for dine-in eateries is the provision of sanitizer, temperature check of personnel and customers, physical distancing, food in buffet
to be covered, food servers to
wear masks and observation
of ‘no mask, no entry’ policy.
Cebu City remains the
single city in the entire country to have reverted back to
ECQ last June 16 due to the
rise in new coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).cases.

Restrictions on gatherings, sports eased
THE Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management of
Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF) has allowed a number
of activities to resume in a limited capacity.
“For those who want to
worship or go to church, religious gatherings are now
allowed, but [only] up to 10
percent. This will be effective starting July 10 in GCQ
(general community quarantine) areas,” said presidential
spokesperson Harry Roque.
At present, Metro Manila,
Benguet province except Baguio City; Cavite, Rizal, Leyte
except Tacloban, Southern
Leyte; Ormoc, Leyte; and
Lapu-Lapu, Mandaue, Talisay, Minglanilla, and Conso-

lacion in Cebu province are
under GCQ until July 15.
The IATF also eased restrictions on travel agencies in
GCQ areas and have allowed
these to resume operations as
well.
Since tourism businesses
are still not allowed in GCQ areas, travel agencies were limited to employing a skeleton
workforce to process applications for refunds,
“The travel agencies’ request to reopen was also approved, since many are asking
for refunds. But the decision
is, they should only have a
skeleton force,” Roque said.
He added that the IATF
also did away with the clause
limiting the services provided

by barbershops and salons to
basic haircutting services.
“The Department of Trade
and Industry will release
guidelines for the gradual resumption of these establishments’ services, along with
minimum health standards.
As to pedicures and manicures, let us wait for the guidelines although in principle, it
will be allowed,” Roque said.
Professional players of
basketball and football are
now allowed to resume their
practice sessions, heeding to
the requests of the Philippine
Basketball Association (PBA)
and football associations to resume practice and conditioning sessions of professional
athletes.
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Quarantine Pass
Despite
repeats
of mistakes in the
distribution of relief
goods, I still had that
hope that maybe Cebu
City
Mayor
Edgar
Labella can make good
in the distribution of the
new quarantine passes.
Maybe, the guy
would not disappoint, I
thought. Unfortunately,
Weekly Notes
he did.
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
Mayor
Labella
boasted the use of a QR Code in each quarantine pass.
Wow. Mag-high tech na diay ang Cebu City Hall.
I was not surprised that such technology is available.
A lot of coders abound in the city. Basically, it means
linking a QR Code system to a database. Ideally, the
policeman in a checkpoint can scan the code and easily
verify the identity of the one carrying the pass.
Finally, I told myself, somebody intelligent at Cebu
City Hall thought of using digital technology. After all, I
know the city has a strong Internet and database system.
When the quarantine passes came out, the QR Code
turned out to be mere machine copies not linked to any
database.
The funnier thing (if not sick), a Facebook report
talked about a policeman touching the QR Code to
determine if its genuine. What? Murag mahjong?
With over 200,000 households in Cebu City, Mayor
Labella dared to announce giving one quarantine pass
per household but printed only 178,000.
Asked during a press conference about it, the mayor
explained he got the figure from the Department of
Health (DOH) which has a 2016 database. Wow. The
DOH did not do any census in 2016.
The mayor expects the barangays to manage the
distribution although later some MILO personnel
showed in Facebook photos of doing the task themselves.
Hmmm.
The renewed ECQs and the presence of the IATF
team of Secretary Roy Cimatu should be a reality check
for Mayor Labella.
Cebu City is being cited as having the longest
quarantine in the world.
Last March, I would understand your people talking
about dealing with something new. But today, a lot of
cities in the country can show you best practices.
In this column, I have been talking about the best
practices of Mayor Vico Sotto. Then, Visayas mayors
like Jerry Treñas of Iloilo and Richard Gomez of Ormoc
distinguished themselves with some positive practices.
However, Cebu City seems to have done things that
made us number one in Covid cases in the country. Please
spare us that stupid spin that the number of tests led to
that high number.
@anol_cebu in Twitter
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Learn from other LGUs
The extension of the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) in Cebu City to
July 15, 2020 could be good.
The situation gives Mayor Edgardo Labella and his
administration a chance to
show that strategic planning
and implementation would
improve.
This time, the mayor
will have direct management assistance from the
national government with
team of Secretary Roy Cimatu.
Other LGUs have likewise shown best practices
that Cebu City can emulate
and improve on.
For instance, Cebu City

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

can go on with the mobile
markets that was publicized
as effective in Pasig at the
start of the quarantine and
later emulated here.
A better version for making it possible for the population to buy wet market goods
and groceries would be to institute and support a marketing app.
Other LGUs are successful in distributing food and
passes house to house.
In Ormoc City, Mayor Richard Gomez was
praised for giving rice by
sacks. While it is easier, the
mayor does not need to get
volunteers for repacking
the rice.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya
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Editor

Marketing Manager
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Mayor Gomez has also
found it easier to enforce the
quarantine with the use of
a real QR Code system. In
Cebu City, the QR Code used
in the latest quarantine passes is a joke.
In Naga City here in
Cebu, Mayor Vanessa Kristine Chiong was reported to
have already given out seven
waves of assistance to their
constituents. The city government has given Naganhons lesser reasons to go out
of their homes.
The point is about learning from the best practices of
other LGUs. Can Cebu City
afford another extension of
the ECQ?
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What Trump wants from global trade

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

President Donald Trump’s
approach to international trade
is driven to a large extent by his
belief that the United States is
being unfairly treated by other
countries. His main supporting
evidence is the trade deficit - the
US buys more than it sells internationally. He has referred to
the deficit as losing money. In
one tweet, he wrote about losing
$500bn (£388bn) a year as a
result of crazy trade with China.
No more, he promised. One of
his central economic objectives
has been to reduce it. In November 2017, his first year in office,
he referred to the total deficit
with all trade partners of almost

$800bn a year as unacceptable.
He said: “We are going to start
whittling that down, and as fast
as possible”. Rivals is a season of
in-depth coverage on BBC News
about the contest for supremacy between the US and China
across trade, tech, defense and
soft power. But it hasn’t come
down. The figure that President
Trump referred to was for trade
in goods alone. It has increased
in both of the full years since he
took office. It was $750bn in
the final year under President
Barack Obama, $887bn in 2018,
and the increase has continued.
We have figures for the first nine
months of this year, showing the
deficit was larger, though only
slightly, than in the same period of 2018. Mr. Trump focuses
on bilateral deficits, often suggesting they are evidence of the
unfair actions of the other country concerned. The deficit with
China is by far the largest. It rose
in Mr. Trump’s first two years,
but for the first nine months of
2019 it is lower. Both imports
and exports have fallen, imports
by more. That is hardly surpris-

ing as the two countries have
applied increased tariffs to large
swathes of one another’s goods.
(BBC News)
oOo
Philippine-listed PLDT Inc
announced that the Asia Direct
Cable (ADC) Consortium, of
which it is a member, is building a high-performance submarine cable connecting the
Philippines, China (Hong Kong
SAR and Guangdong Province),
Japan, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam. The consortium
has selected NEC Corporation
to construct the 9,400-kilometer long ADC cable, which
is expected to be completed by
the fourth quarter of 2022. The
ADC cable system will strengthen the resiliency of PLDT’s international network by providing additional capacity for internet and digital services via a
new route through the East and
Southeast regions.
Its high capacity allows it
to support increasingly bandwidth-intensive
applications
which are driven by technological advancements such as

5G, cloud services, the Internet-of-Things and Artificial Intelligence. It will also enhance
the capabilities of PLDT’s extensive fiber cable network which
already spans over 338,000
kilometers across the archipelago and links the country to key
destinations in different parts of
the world. (Asia Business News)
oOo
Profits at China’s industrial firms in May rose 6% yearon-year to 582.3 billion yuan
($82.28 billion), the statistics
bureau said on Sunday. The
rebound followed a 4.3% fall in
April. For the first five months
of 2020, industrial firms’ profits fell 19.3% from the same
period last year to 1.84 trillion
yuan. Liabilities at industrial firms rose 6.6% on year at
end-May, compared with 6.2%
growth as of end-April. Business activity in China is clearly
improving after tough coronavirus containment measures
that led to weeks of near-paralysis in the world’s second-largest economy. But demand at
home and abroad remain slug-

gish amid concerns of a second
wave of infections and a global
recession. (Reuters)
oOo
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg dropped out as one of
the three richest people in the
world this week, after the social media platform founder
lost $7.2 billion as a result of a
concerted advertising pullout
from the company. The value of
Facebook Inc. fell by $56 billion
Friday, amid a growing list of
advertisers both large and small
announced they would boycott
the social network throughout
the month of July. Zuckerberg
personally addressed employees via town hall Friday following reports of the massive
withdrawal of ad revenue from
companies including Verizon,
Unilever, Coca-Cola and The
North Face. About 100 brands
have joined the “#StopHateForProfit” campaign, which
protests “Facebook’s repeated
failure to meaningfully address
the vast proliferation of hate.
mannyrabacal1144@gmail.
com

The Philippine anti-terror law of 2020

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

The world’s pioneer anti-terror law is the USA Patriot
Act, it is an acronym for: Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate
Tools Required to Intercept
and Obstruct Terrorism. It
was enacted by the U.S. Congress on October 26, 2001 less
than two months after the infamous September 11 attack
on the U.S. soil.
The Human Security Act
of 2007 or the Republic Act
9327 is Asia’s last anti-terror
law to be passed. The proposed law, intended to repeal
the 2007 anti-terror law, has
placed provisos that protects

the citizenry against the awesome powers of the State.
The Filipino people should
also be informed that the Philippines is the softest anti-terror law and the proposed law
would strengthen and give
more teeth to our government
in fighting terrorism. Here are
few of the provisions that provides the safeguard on human
rights:
SEC. 13. Humanitarian
Exemption.Humanitarian
activities undertaken by the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), the Philippine Red Cross (PRC), and
other state-recognized impartial humanitarian partners or
organizations in conformity
with the International Humanitarian Law (IHL) do not fall
within the scope of Section 12
of this Act.
SEC. 16. Surveillance of
Suspects and Interception and
Recording of Communications.The provisions of Republic Act
4200 otherwise known as the
“Anti-Wire Tapping Law” to the
contrary notwithstanding, a law
enforcement agent or military
personnel may, upon a written
order of the Court of Appeals
secretly wiretap, overhear and

listen to, intercept, screen, read,
surveil, record or collect, with
the use of any mode, form, kind
or type of electronic, mechanical or other equipment or device or technology now known
or may hereafter be known to
science or with the use of any
other suitable ways and means
for the above purposes, any
private communications, conversation, discussion/s, data,
information, messages, in
whatever form, kind or nature,
spoken or written words (a) between members of a judicially
declared and outlawed terrorist organization, as provided in
Section 26 of this Act, (b) between members of a designated
person as defined in Section 3
(E) of Republic Act No. 10168,
or (c) any person charged with
or suspected of committing any
of the crimes defined and penalized under the provisions of
this Act, Provided, That surveillance, interception and recording of communication between
lawyers and clients, doctors and
patients, journalists and their
sources and confidential correspondence shall not be authorized.
The law enforcement agent
or military personnel shall like-

wise be obligated to (1) file an
ex-parte application with the
Court of Appeals for the issuance of an order, to compel telecommunications service providers (TSP) and internet service providers (ISP) to produce
all customer information and
identification records as well
as call and text data records,
content and other cellular or internet metadata of nay person
suspected of any of the crimes
defined and penalized under
the provisions of this Act; and
(2) furnish the National Telecommunications Commission
(NTC) a copy of the said application. The NTC shall likewise
be notified upon the issuance of
the order for the purpose of ensuring immediate compliance.
SEC. 17. Judicial Authorization, Requisites.- The authorizing division of the Court of Appeals shall issue a written order
to conduct the acts mentioned
in Section 16 of this Act upon:
(1) Filing of an ex parte
written application by a law
enforcement agent or military
personnel, who has been duly
authorized in writing by the Anti-Terrorism Council (ATC) and
(2) After examination under oath or affirmation of the

applicant and the witnesses
he may produce, the issuing
court determines;
(a)that there is probable
cause to believe based on personal knowledge of facts and
circumstances that the crimes
defined and penalized under
Section 4,5.6,7,8,9,10,11 and 12
of this Act has been committed, or is being committed, or is
about to be committed, and
(b) that there is probable
cause to believe based on personal knowledge of facts or
circumstances that evidence,
which is essential to the conviction of any charged or suspected person for, or to the
solution or prevention of, any
such crimes, will be obtained.
SEC. 18. Classification
and Contents of the Order of
the Court.- The written order
granted by the authorizing division of the Court of Appeals
as well as the application for
such order, shall be deemed
and are hereby declared as
classified information. Being
classified information, access
to the said documents any information contained in the said
documents shall be limited to
the applicants, duly authorized
personnel of the ATC.
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Cebu Bike Lanes: Biking is the new normal

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The Department of Interior and Local Government
has ordered LGU to roll out
bike lanes for residents in
preparation for the country’s “new normal” measures
amid the COVID-19 crisis.
Speaking to CNN Philippines, Interior Secretary
Eduardo Año said the government is encouraging citizens to consider bicycles
as the new primary mode of
transportation— given its
numerous advantages.
“’Yung bicycle, pino-promote natin na maging primary mode of transportation.
Magu-utos ulit tayo sa lahat
ng LGUs, mag-establish ng
bike lanes sa lahat ng mga
thoroughfares,” Año said in
an interview with The Source.
That is reason why a
number of people now opt

to bike in their way to work
especially the front liners.
But how safe are they in the
street when bikers are struggling with other vehicles at
the middle of the road?
Due to the current Covid
outbreak, the importance of
biking is now seen in a different light; from a recreational
mode of transport, into one
that is highly essential as each
day of lockdown passes by.
For decades, it was
thought that Public Utility
Vehicles were the source of
traffic congestion. However, studies showed that one
must merely take a picture of
the road and count the number of public utility vehicles
as opposed to the number of
private vehicles. This would
reveal that there are more
private vehicles in the road
compared to Public Utility
Vehicles.
These studies further
concluded that the influx of
private vehicles was caused by
a confluence of several factors
– one of which was the high
volume of private vehicles on
the road due to the degradation and inefficiency of Public
Transport. Bike lanes were
found to be the remedy for
this problem, as it occupied
a more compact space compared to private vehicles.

How does this information help us? This shows that
since the influx is caused by
poor public transport, it follows that the introduction
of a faster, more secure, and
hygienic public transport
will cause the decrease of the
same. In other words, there
must be a better alternative
to public transport in order
to discourage private persons
to use their vehicles. A line is
not, in itself, a sufficient alternative.
In addition, the painting
of the line is a product of a
top down model of public
policy. This means that the
mandate was first created by
law makers without concur-

ring with its constituent bikers. Since data shows that the
problem was caused by the
people, it must also be solved
by the people.
To do that, you not only
need top – down policies, but
also a bottom – up initiative.
Simply put, in resolving this
problem, you must involve
the bikers, this can be done
through interest articulation,
focus group discussions and
information drives.
In my experience in the
creation of bike lanes one
must consider two guiding
principles: safety, and circulation.
Safety, simply put, is
about keeping the rider in

such a state that he can notice
everything that needs to be
noticed so that there will be
nothing to obstruct his vision,
where he needs to go, or what
he needs to do. A great example to ensure this safety is a
balustrade or even different
kinds of planters in between
the left-most vehicle lane.
Circulation, would be
the manner on how a rider
gets from point A to point B,
considering that he will encounter intersections, where
pedestrians or vehicles meet.
It is absolutely imperative to
minimize those crossings so
that there will be less likely
to cause collisions.
A simple line in the road
ensures neither safety nor
circulation to the biker. It
does not stop big vehicles to
recognize the rights of small
bikes, and it also does not
encourage small bikes to use
roads otherwise intended for
big vehicles.
Cebu City through Mayor Edgardo Labella recently
issued an executive order implementing City Ordinance
2408 where he appointed
people who are bikers themselves and who pedaled
around the city. This initiative puts the policy the right
direction and stresses the
need for consultation.

Awareness on Fishing Human Rights Standard

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing is
an international issue. The
Philippine government, according to an environmental group Oceana, is weak in
terms of the implementation
of the Fisheries Law particularly in regulating and protecting the country’s coastal
waters.
The Fisheries Code, R.

A. 10654, amended some
years back has well-crafted
policies. And our country is
one of the few countries that
has a law that protects smallscale fishermen by not allowing commercial fishing vessel
to fish in municipal waters.
But still, the country
deals with so much IUU fishing cases, the group Oceana
categorically stated in their
report.
The government allegedly failed to address IUU
fishing activities amid sea
disputes with other countries like China. Though the
yellow card we received from
European Union for inadequately addressing the IUUF
was already lifted due to the
passage of the new Fisheries
Code, but still a lot needs to
be done by the government.
On this, the ILO conducted several tripartite meet-

ings and discussion in finding ways to promote decent
work in the fishing industry
through the implementation
of a new labor instrument,
thus, the 2007 ILO Work in
Fishing Convention (WIFC)
No. 188 was passed.
It was adopted to ensure
and addresses issues that fishers have decent working conditions on board fishing vessels. It covers a broad range of
issues particular to the fishing
industry, including minimum
age for work, minimum standards for work agreements
(e.g. terms of payment, annual leave and termination),
rest periods, standards for
living conditions and food on
board, occupational safety
and health protection and basic medical care and security,
among others.
Nonetheless, the ILO
Convention No. 188 got an

overwhelming support from
governments, workers’ and
employers’
organizations
around the world. But sad to
note that until now, twelve
years (12) after it was adopted, it is only Thailand who
have ratified ILO Convention
No. 188.
Predicated on this, a
closer regional cooperation is needed in order to
strengthen protection of migrant fishers in the region
who are particularly vulnerable to abuse, even forced
labor, for a number of reasons: the nature of work in
fishing industry means that
working hours and periods
away from home are long,
living and work conditions
are tough and there are a
number of hazards involved.
However, in many countries
fishers seem to fall, at least in
part, through gaps in the sys-

tem of laws, regulations and
measures that protect other
workers which may create a
“decent wok” deficit.
The ILO report stated
that fishing is the most hazardous occupation in many
countries. Fatigue linked to
long hours has been identified as a serious problem.
The rate of accidents and fatalities could be quite high.
And because of severe labor
shortages in the fishing industry sector, migrants from
the ASEAN region are sometimes deceived or coerced to
work; there is limited inspection of conditions; and many
of those working in the sector
are migrants with irregular
status – and therefore have
limited access to grievance
procedures or complaints
mechanisms just like any
other industry sectors in the
country.
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DOLE eyes webinars on latest issuances
AS THE Department of
Labor and Employment attempts to keep up with the
“new normal,” it also changes
its approach on how to meet
the needs and requirements
of its stakeholders.
For one, the usual conduct of face-to-face orientations and seminars will now
be replaced by webinars or
seminars conducted over the
internet.
According to DOLE-7
Regional Director Salome O.
Siaton, it’s high time to make
use of and exhaust the presence of technology especially
at these very extraordinary
times.
“We cannot go on conducting face-to-face seminars and orientations due to
the big risks at stake. At the
same, we cannot also leave
our stakeholders clueless of

the latest issuances and pronouncements issued by the
Department. They should
know and be updated about
them,” she said.
Just recently, Director
Siaton had a meeting online
with SangnguniangPanlalawigan of Cebu Member Glenn
Soco, together with the Cebu
Chamber of Commerce;
Mandaue City Chamber
of Commerce; and the
Hotel, Resort and
Restaurant Association of Cebu.
“It was a very fruitful
meeting and I’m very thankful to PB Soco for making it
possible. One of the agreements reached was for DOLE
to conduct webinars on its
latest pronouncements and
issuances. As of now, I have
delegated to one of my Division Chiefs to develop course

contents for these webinars,”
said the DOLE-7 Head.
The DOLE, she said further, will start focusing on
the DTI and DOLE Interim

Guidelines on Workplace
Prevention and Control of
COVID-19 as well as with several labor advisories issued
recently by Secretary Bello.
Siaton reminded companies that the DOLE and DTI
will be monitoring their compliance to safety and health
standards as provided for under the Interim Guidelines.
However,
companies
need not panic, she added, since the DOLE for
its part will ensure to
make such monitoring
as developmental as possible.
“These webinars will now be
our bridge towards the companies informing them of
what to do and how things
should be done before any
monitoring or checking is
conducted,” she added.
Once the course contents
for the webinars are pol-

ished, the conduct of which
will start as soon as possible,
she assured.
“Actually, we already have
the idea of webinars in mind,
although we have not yet formally commenced it insofar as
the labor standards and labor
relations are concerned. However, as for the DOLE-Technical Support Services-Employment Workers Welfare, these
things have been done already
by way of conducting online
meetings and seminars with
different stakeholders especially with the Public Employment Service Office (PESO)
Managers in Region-7,” said
the Regional Head.
The DOLE-7 is confident
that with the use of technology, the Department will still
be able to reach out effectively
to all its stakeholders and address their needs.

Power utilities to cover costs of users’ meters
DISTRIBUTION utilities
should shoulder the cost of
renewable energy certificate
meters and its installation to
qualified end-users.
The Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) in a statement on Friday said, it had
passed a resolution clarifying
some provisions in the amended net metering rules after
stakeholders raised them.
ERC Chairperson and

Chief Executive Officer Agnes VST Devanadera clarified that power utilities will
be covering the cost of meters for qualified renewable
energy users, as well as their
installation, while the wiring
cost from the facility to the
meter will be the responsibility of the user.
The ERC also clarified
that the meters must be installed at a connection point

or at least near it.
If defined qualified participants of the net-metering
program with “good credit
standing” as those “with no
unsettled or outstanding obligation with the distribution
utility at the time of the application.”
“We have clarified certain provisions in the amended net-metering rules by providing explicit definitions,

conditions, or situations and
to avert varying interpretations by the stakeholders,”
Devanadera said.
Republic Act No. 9513 or
the Renewable Energy Act
enforced in 2013, allows ordinary electricity consumers to
generate electricity for their
own consumption and sell
any excess generation to the
distribution grid.
Last year, ERC amended

the program rules to address
stakeholders’ concerns.
With the clarifications, the
ERC expects more end-users
to be encouraged in participating in the program.
“Qualified end-users will
be empowered with the program as they are ensured of
a sustainable power supply
and they also help decongest
the power grid,” Ms. Devanadera said.

SEC advisory vs ‘Ethereum’-based cryptocurrency, Forsage
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
issued an advisory on June
30, 2020, on Forsage, a ‘cryptocurrency’ platform making
rounds on social media touting to provide “a long-term
active and passive income to
investors.”
Forsage also presents itself as creating “The world’s
first 100% decentralized”
smart contract technology,
which “facilitates peer-topeer commission payments
between its program participants,” and is based on the
Ethereum blockchain.
The Forsage website also
states that they’ve “deployed
a self-executing smart contract on the Ethereum Blockchain that exists in perpetuity and cannot be modified
by any entity.”

The smart contract
also supposedly offers
participants “the ability to directly engage in
personal and business
transactions.” through
the Ethereum Blockchain Matrix Project.
SEC has taken notice of the rising popularity of Forsage and
was quick to point out several
red-flags in the said program.
In its advisory, SEC has
named “Lado Okhotnikov” as
the individual who heads and
owns the program. According
to his Facebook account, Okhotnikov claims he resides in
Moscow, Russia, but recent
posts in his said account has
geotagging located in Tblisi,
Georgia–bordered by Russia
in the north.
This directly contradicts

claims by Forsage that the
program “has no leaders or
admins” and will continue
to function even in the event
that its website closes for any
reason.
The X3 and X4 plans
that are at the core of the
program’s operations greatly
“depends on the number of
referrals and/or membership
fees gathered while passive
income is acquired through
spillovers,” according to the

SEC advisory.
SEC also challenged
the claims of Forsage
on sustainability due
how “its whole system
depends entirely on the
new investors that will
be lured in.”
Once no more investors are lured, the sustainability of the program ends.
Moreover,
SEC
has
tagged Forsage as having
clear indication of being a
“Ponzi Scheme” wherein new
investments from more recent lures are continuously
used to pay “fake profits” of
prior investors and is “designed mainly to favor its
top recruiters and prior risk
takers and is detrimental to
subsequent members in case
of scarcity of new investors.”

Forsage adds to the list
of cryptocurrency ponzi
schemes that include OneCoin and Bitconnect, with the
latter two having proven to be
billion-dollar scams.
All who acts as “salesmen, brokers, dealers or
agents” of unauthorized entities such as Forsage may
be criminally prosecuted and
penalized with a maximum
fine of Five Million pesos
(P5,000,000.00) or a penalty
of Twenty-one (21) years of
imprisonment or both pursuant to Sections 28 and 73 of
the SRC, according to SEC.
The same penalties and
cases may be filed against
those who actively invite or
recruit others “to join or invest in such venture or offer
investment contracts or securities”
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Cebu City to give P10k monthly
incentive to private health workers
HEALTH care workers in
Cebu City’s private hospitals
will soon enjoy incentives for
their hard work and service
as frontliners for a period of
3 months.
In a Facebook post, Cebu
City Mayor Edgar Labella
announced on Saturday, July
4, his plans to give P10,000
worth of monthly incentives
for three months to health
care workers in Cebu City’s
private hospitals.
He said this monthly incentive scheme is “token of
gratitude” for health workers.
The beneficiaries would
include resident doctors,
nurses, medical technologists, radiological technologists, respiratory specialists,
interns, assistants, auxil-

iaries, and private hospital
staff.
The private hospitals included Chong Hua Hospital,
Cebu Doctors’ University
Hospital, Perpetual Succour
Hospital, Cebu Velez General
Hospital, Cebu Community
Hospital, and Adventist Miller Hospital.
Under Section 4(d) of the
expired Bayanihan to Heal As
One Act, only health workers
in public hospitals were entitled to a “special COVID-19
risk allowance,” in addition
to their regular hazard pay.
This left private hospitals to
give additional risk pay to
their staff upon discretion.
Earlier, Cebu City Councilor Eduardo Roa Rama Jr
said he would propose a resolution urging the mayor to

MAYOR Edgar Labella

give a P15,000 financial aid
to nurses handling coronavirus patients for 4 months.
“Our medical front liners
are essential and instrumental in this battle and the lack
of nurses could significantly affect the capacity of our

healthcare system in fighting
this pandemic,” Rama said.
The city councilor said
that it is the “very least” the
government can do to support the nurses whose work
involved a lot of risks and
sacrifices.
“I welcome the public’s
sentiments and recommendations on this and urge my
co-councilors and our mayor to support this resolution
when filed,” he added.
Rama’s proposal will be
presented during the next
council session on Wednesday, July 8.
To recall, on June 22,
Councilor David Tumulak
proposed to amend the City
Hospitalization Assistance
and Medicines Program
(CHAMP) coverage to in-

clude COVID-19 patients and
PUIs.
A public hearing for Tumulak’s proposal is scheduled on July 8 as well.
If approved, coronavirus
patients and PUIs can avail
of financial assistance.
Under the proposed
amendment, patients and
suspected persons will need
to present a medical abstract
or physician’s diagnosis, hospital bill, official receipts,
and barangay certification of
residency.
For COVID-19 patients
who have serious or critical
conditions, they may avail
assistance amounting to as
much as P150,000.
PUIs and patients with
less serious conditions may
avail an amount of P50,000.

Focus on growing national income
THE government must
focus on growing national income at a rate faster than interest rates and inflation—or the
rate of increase in prices. The
“less painful” way to get out of
the country’s pandemic debts
is to simply grow out of it.
Former National Economic and Development Authority
(Neda) Director General Dante
B. Canlas said efforts to ensure
judicious spending are crucial
in helping the country grow
out of its debts. This means the
government must continue its
efforts to reduce the deficit and
public spending must complement private production.

“If the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) succeeds in
keeping interest and inflation
rates low, the growing-out-ofthe-debt approach is likely to
succeed. The BSP, however,
needs complementary measures from the fiscal authorities,” Canlas said.
Canlas explained that
indirect taxes such as those
recently imposed by the government on fuel will not help
improve the people’s plight,
especially of the poor. This
scheme, he said, would only
burden jeepney drivers more
than those driving luxury cars.
He added that these in-

direct taxes, which shore up
additional revenues for government, will be passed on to
consumers who may not have
the means to pay for the additional cost, especially if their
livelihoods were affected by
the pandemic.
There are also taxes that
the government wants to implement such as the cut in
Corporate Income Tax (CIT).
Canlas said, this would only
worsen the inequality between
large and unincorporated
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs).
While large firms will
benefit from the reduced CIT,

SMEs severely affected by the
lockdowns imposed to prevent the spread of the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) may
not benefit.
“Indirect or commodity
taxes are generally regressive,
that is, the burden increases
as income decreases. In short,
low-income groups and the
poor are burdened more by
the new indirect taxes designed to recover foregone income from PIT and CIT rate
cuts,” Canlas said.
Canlas said the government must exert effort to increase total factor productivity (TFP); provide additional

spending to strengthen the
public health system; and any
“wasteful spending must not
be tolerated.”
“The Philippines must always be conscious and watchful of the risk of falling into a
poverty trap and avoiding slippage,” Canlas said.
“In the ongoing pandemic, not paying attention to
the health, education, and
housing needs of the poor has
exposed the many negative
spillover effects of a pandemic on all families, including
the rich, and how the entire
economy is pulled down,”
Canlas pointed out.

Forty-three COVID-19 survivors released from CCQC
FORTY-three patients afflicted with mild to moderate
COVID-19 symptoms were
released from the Cebu City
Quarantine Center (CCQC).
CCQC sent home these 43
COVID-19 survivors belonging
to the 3rd batch of new recoveries. They had received medical and non-pharmacologic
interventions to ensure their
healing.
Cebu City Mayor Edgar
Labella was happy and relieved
for the many recoveries from

the COVID-19 infection.
Labella said several patients were also discharged
from Sitio Zapatera Isolation
Center.
“The fight against the coronavirus pandemic is a tough
one and requires the cooperation of thye entire community.
We can’t win this war if we are
divided. Let’s unite and help
one another. This is the time
for us to act as one,” Labella
said in his Facebook account.
As a “despedida” from the

quarantine facility, each of
them took home 25 kilos of rice
donated by the Cebu City Government through the initiative
of Labella.
CCQC is an extension
of Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) duly licensed to operate by the Department of
Health (DOH).
It is under the management of CCMC Hospital Administrator Ma. Yvonne Cania
and Chief Quarantine Director,
Dr. Ryan Cabahug.

SOME of those released from the city quarantine and isolation center.
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City frontliners find favor
in Robredo’s plans
GOOD fortune seems to
smile upon Cebu City frontliners nowadays.
After Cebu City Mayor
Edgar Labella planned on
giving incentives, Vice-President Leni Robredo is now
looking to set up shuttle
services and dormitories in
Cebu City, for the medical
frontliners.
Robredo said her office
has deployed a team to Cebu
City to find ways to address
the needs of the frontliners
manning the hospitals.
“One of the recommendations of the team was to set
up shuttle bus service in Cebu
City. So, we’ll try a route that
will service the hospitals.
We’ll have a dry run on Monday,” Robredo said.
The Office of the Vice
President also plans to set up
dormitories that will mainly serve medical personnel
working at major hospitals
here.
“In Manila we were able
to set up 12 dormitories. In
Cebu, we’ll try an initial 2 or
3 dormitories that are nearer
big hospitals,” said Robredo.

VICE PRESIDENT Leny Robredo

She said her office is currently in talks with hotel and
pension-house owners who
could provide medical pensioners sleeping quarters at
nearby hospitals.
Robredo also plans to
produce more personal protective equipment (PPE)
units to be used in Cebu.
“We are looking into
replicating what we did in
Manila where we locally produce PPE units. We will look
for a community in Cebu City
that will produce PPE sets,”
the vice-president said.

Galvez cites factors on the rise
of Cebu City’s Covid-19 cases
THE “mistake” of allowing COVID-19 patients to undergo home quarantine and
the city’s “weak” contact tracing are the two most compelling deterrents to Cebu City’s
efforts to curb the escalating
COVID-19 cases.
Chief implementer of the
National Rask Force Against
COVID-19 Secretary Carlito
Galvez made this observation.
“If we implement home
quarantine, we cannot control or totally isolate the
COVID cases,” Galvez explained.
Galves observed that
contact tracing is a little
weak at 30 percent. Meaning, those infected are not
being monitored.
Galvez also noted the
“psychological stigma” being faced by contacts of
COVID-19 cases. Discrimina-

SECRETARY Carlito Galvez

tion is so strong that a person
who had a contact prefers to
remain silent.
In addition, Galvez said
some areas in Cebu City are
“densely populated” making
physical distancing hard to
observe.
However, Galvez left an
encouraging note that Cebu
City is now “improving,” because of the public and LGU’s
cooperation.”

DOH-7, Cebu City ordered
to reconcile virus data
ENVIRONMENT
Secretary
Roy
Cimatu
ordered the Cebu City Health
Department (CCHD) and the
Department of Health (DOH7) Central Visayas to reconcile
their data on the number of
coronavirus infections in the
city.
Cebu
City
is
now
considered the hot spot of the
disease in the country. Duterte
placed Cebu City under
lockdown again until July 15,
as the number of infections
here continued ballooning.
“I want clean data,”
said Cimatu, a former chief
of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, who was tapped
by the task force to spearhead
Cebu City’s fight against the
rapidly spreading, highly
infectious disease.
He asked for “uniform”
data from the LGU and health
agency. “When all the data is
aligned, there is no conflict,”
Cimatu said.
The CCHD and DOH7 have been reporting
contradicting numbers of
cases here.
According to CCHD’s
report on Monday, June 30,
there were 353 cases reported
with a total of 5,494 cases.
But the DOH-7 reported
109 with a total of 6,024 cases.
At the end of May, the
CCHD also took down the
barangay breakdown of the
cases to avoid “stigmatizing”
residents.
Withholding the data
blindsided many residents of
barangays when they were told
that their areas were tagged as
“hot spots” and placed under
hard lockdown.

ROY
CIMATU,
Secretary

Environment

DOH-7 Director Dr Jaime
Bernadas explained they had
previously called the attention
of the CCHD which was not
coordinating its data gathering
with the regional office before
publishing.
“We’re
really
trying
to call the attention of city
health (office) to regularly to
cleanse and unify the data,”
Bernadas said. “I think they are
harmonizing the data. Doing
that regularly every day is still
the missing piece,” he added.
Bernadas did not elaborate
on the process of validation,
however, and why the
discrepancy was by almost
1,000.
“It’s a matter of talking
every day as to what data is
being released daily,” he added.
Cimatu said he was basing
his decisions on data submitted
by the CCHD. Still, he told
the two agencies to reconcile
their data as soon as possible
to give the public a clear

understanding of the situation.
Cebu City used to
religiously
publish
the
breakdowns of cases per
barangay from March until
mid-May.
When Cimatu declared
hard lockdowns on 12 hot
spots, residents were stunned
because there were no
information posted online
or in the barangay halls on
the number of cases in their
respective areas.
Cebu City Mayor Edgar
Labella said he was in favor
informing the public. “Access
should not be denied. These
are matters of public concern,”
Labella said.
Cimatu said he supported
it, but said the validation
process should be rigorous
before publishing.
“We agree completely. But
I think we have to be prudent
of the information we put out,”
Cimatu said.
“Every data must stand the
rigor of validation. If not, you’re
providing wrong information
and this may lead to confusion
and wrong behavior on the
side of the citizens,” he added.
“I think we owe it to give them
quality data.”
The chief implementer of
the COVID response Secretary
Carlito Galvez said that he
supported providing numbers
of active cases only so as not to
alarm residents.
“For public consumption,
it might cause unnecessary
alarm,” Galvez said. “We have
to go through the process
of validation. That’s what
we’re doing,” he said. “So that
people won’t be alarmed, we’ll
highlight only the active cases.”

Ligan reassumes CCPO post on July 6
POLICE Colonel Josefino
Ligan is expected to report
back to the Cebu City Police
Office (CCPO) on Monday,
July 6.
Ligan filed for sick leave
early in June to take a break
and recover from the stress
that he has been experiencing
from his hectic schedule as
CCPO director
Police
Brigadier
General Albert Ignatius
Ferro, director of Police
Regional Office in Central
Visayas (PRO-7) said that

POLICE Colonel Josefino Ligan

as a precaution against the
coronavirus disease, Ligan
underwent a swab test and
his test results showed he

was free of the infection.
Ligan’s leave of absence
has ended and he will
reassume the post which
Police Colonel Cydric Earl
Tamayo assumed on an
acting capacity.
With Ligan’s return,
Tamayo will now go back
to his original post at the
Human Resources Office of
the PRO-7 headquarters.
As of July 3, PRO-7
has recorded a total of 223
cases of the infection with 73
recoveries and four deaths.
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Stop pork smuggling to avert
entry of new swine flu
THE Department of Agriculture (DA) appealed to
merchants to stop smuggling
pork products from banned
countries like China.
This, Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar sees as a
measure to ward off the entry
of a new swine flu strain in
China dubbed as G4.
Dar appealed everyone to
be vigilant and smuggling of
pork and pork products from
China should be discontinued to protect the local livestock industries from animal
diseases.
Illegal pork and pork
products enter through the
country’s seaports.
Despite having a “high
level” of quarantine measures, the DA noted that
some smugglers are still able
to carry on their practice of
bringing in illegal meat products.

“Let’s stop this. Bring in
the products through legal
means,” the DA said.
Pork Producers Federation of the Philippines Inc.
(ProPork) President Edwin
G. Chen said that swine flu is
a common hog disease in the
world and the country does
not allow pork imports from
China, where the new strain
was discovered.
“We do not allow imports
from China, so no cause for
alarm. Usually, those that have

direct contact with live pigs are
susceptible,” Chen said.
“Since this new strain is
in China there should be no
cause for alarm. Every year
deaths due to swine flu in
America are very high,” he
added.
The journal Proceedings
of the National Academy of
Sciences has discovered a
new type of swine flu that is
capable of becoming a pandemic. The new strain was
called G4, which is a descendant of the H1N1 strain that
caused the 2009 pandemic.
DA has urged the public
to report any abnormal pig
mortalities in their farms
to ascertain swift actions
against the threats of fatal
animal diseases today will be
done.
The DA also assured the
public that pork products
from China remain banned.

UK to curb dominance of Google and Facebook
THE
United
Kingdom
needs
tougher
rules
to
curb
the
dominance
of
Google
and
F a c e b o o k ,
including powers
to break them up,
the Competition
and
Markets
Authority (CMA)
said.
It is worried
that the firms’
dominance
in
digital advertising causes
barriers for new competitors
may push up prices for
consumers, the CMA said.
The CMA, which has
been
investigating
tech
giants’ power in advertising
for a year, it was “concerned
that they have developed
such unassailable market
positions that rivals can no
longer compete on equal
terms”.
Google has more than
90% of the £7.3bn search
advertising market in the
UK, it said.
Facebook takes more
than half of the £5.5bn UK
online display advertising
market.
The CMA said the
services provided by Google
and Facebook “are highly

valued by consumers and
help many small businesses
to reach new customers”.
But it said their massive
reach is a source of power and
that “each has unmatchable
access to user data”.
“If the £14bn spend in
the UK last year on digital
advertising is higher than
it would be in a more
competitive market, this
will be felt in the prices for
hotels, flights, consumer
electronics, books, insurance
and many other products
that make heavy use of digital
advertising,” the CMA said.
It said that Google and
Facebook’s market positions
“also have a profound impact
on newspapers and other
publishers”, with newspapers

reliant on the
giants for nearly
40% of visits to
their sites.
The
CMA
called for a new
“Digital Markets
Unit” to enforce
a new code of
conduct for big
tech firms and
allow more data
accessibility
for
rivals.
It would also
have the power
to break up the tech firms if
necessary, such as being able
to order Google Ad Manager,
its advertising management
platform, to become a
separate business,.
The CMA said it would
work with watchdogs the
Information Commissioner’s
Office and Ofcom to establish
a “Digital Markets Taskforce”
to advise the government on
a new regulatory regime.
The Department for
Business,
Energy
and
Industrial Strategy said it
would “carefully consider”
the CMA recommendations.
The UK and other
European countries have
been at loggerheads with
the US over international
proposals for tech giants “to
pay their fair share of tax”.

AROUND THE WORLD
E.U. sets reopening, bars travelers from U.S.
The European Union us set to open its borders to
visitors from 15 countries but not to travelers from the
United States, Brazil or Russia.
It will put into effect a complex policy that seeks to
balance health concerns with politics, diplomacy and the
desperate need for tourism revenue.
The full list of the first 15 countries that the European
Union will open up to includes Algeria, Australia,
Canada, Georgia, Japan, Montenegro, Morocco, New
Zealand, Rwanda, Serbia, South Korea, Thailand,
Tunisia, Uruguay and China, provided that China also
opens up to travelers from the bloc. It also includes four
European microstates, Andorra, Monaco, San Marino
and the Vatican.
The decision to leave the United States off the list,
was a high-profile rebuke of the Trump administration’s
handling of the coronavirus crisis.
Travelers’ country of residence, not their nationality,
will be the determining factor for their ability to travel
to countries in the European Union, officials said, and
while the policy will not be legally binding, all 27 member
nations will be under pressure to comply.
Canada fails to repatriate citizens stuck in Syria
A human rights group has criticized Canada for failing
to send home dozens of citizens with alleged ties to the
Islamic State (IS) from Syria.
Human Rights Watch, an international organization,
says 47 Canadians including 26 children - have been
detained for over a year.
Human Rights Watch, accused Canada of abandoning
its international obligations and failing to provide
consular assistance because of the Canadians’ alleged ties
to IS.
“If Canada can bring home tens of thousands of citizens
from around the world in a matter of weeks, surely it can
find a way to repatriate fewer than 50 others trapped in
horrific conditions in northeast Syria,” said Letta Tayler,
senior crisis and conflict researcher at Human Rights
Watch.
“The lives of Canadians are on the line, and the time
to bring them home is now.”
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau defended the
government, and said it is difficult to offer diplomatic
assistance because of safety concerns in the region.
Canada does not have a diplomatic presence in Syria.
“We have a responsibility as a government to ensure
that Canadian citizens, particularly employees, are not
put into danger, are not exposed to grave situations,” Mr
Trudeau said.
“Syria is an area where we do not have any diplomats
or any Canadians on the ground and therefore we work
through intermediaries to try and provide consular
assistance as best we can.”
French President accuses Turkey
of ‘criminal’ actions in Libya
French President Emmanuel Macron has accused
Turkey of having what he called “historic and criminal
responsibility” for actions it has taken in the war in Libya.
Macron talked of Turkey having brought in massive
numbers of jihadi fighters from Syria, while increasing its
own presence in the country.
The Turks have given Libya’s UN-backed government
substantial military support that has enabled it to inflict a
series of defeats on the renegade General Khalifa Haftar.
France is widely seen as being among the General’s
international backers - who include Russia, Egypt and
the UAE.
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. 95% of people text things they could never say in person? Are you guilty of this?
2. Nearly 3% of the ice in Antarctic glaciers is penguin urine? The temperature in
the Antarctic is well below zero, so the urine can’t evaporate and just combines
with the glaciers.
3. Pirates wore earrings because they believed it improved their eyesight?
4. The collective name for a group of sharks is called a shiver?
5. Pentheraphobia is the Fear of your mother-in-law?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“You have to believe in yourself when no one
else does — that makes you a winner right
there.” — Venus Williams, American
professional tennis player
“Never give up on a dream just because of the
time it will take to accomplish it. The time
will pass anyway.” – Earl Nightingale,
American radio speaker and author

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“I find that the harder I work, the more luck
I seem to have.” — Thomas Jefferson,
Founding Father and President of the
United States
“When we strive to become better than we
are, everything around us becomes better
too.” — Paulo Coelho, Brazilian lyricist
and novelist
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Tokyo 2021 best chance
for first Olympic gold medal
THE current batch of
boxers led by top qualifier
Eumir Felix Marcial no doubt
is the most formidable in the
history of the Association of
Boxing Alliances in the Philippines (ABAP).
Boxing chief Ricky Vargas who heads ABAP said
that should the Tokyo Olympics gets scrapped in general,
he might end up with a broken heart.
“We know that we have
the boxers to qualify and we
have a chance to win. Eumir has a 90 percent chance
of winning a medal and 80
percent of winning the gold,”
said Vargas.
“I don’t think in ABAP
history that we have this

BOXING chief Ricky Vargas

number of boxers that could
qualify and have a chance
to win a medal in the Olympics,” he said, stressing that

Rogen Ladon, Carlo Paalam,
Ian Clark Bautista and Nesthy Petecio are solid medal
bets should they qualify.

Irish Magno is likewise a
strong medal hopeful in the
rescheduled Olympics form
July 23 to Aug. 8. Marcial
solidified his chances by winning that qualifying event.
Marcial and the rest are
ardently awaiting the thumbs
up from the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF) for them
to go back to the gym.
With Marcial, the ABAP
has somebody who can bring
the Philippines to where it
had never been.
Vargas admits the ABAP
has to wait for an official announcerment from the IATF
before ordering the boxers
and coaches to come together.
“The protocols are not
easy. Hygiene, the use of fa-

cilities. Everyday you have
to disinfect. Kung sa boxers
lang gusto na nila bumalik.
They want to get back and
start training and be back in
shape,” said Vargas.
ABAP secretary-general
Ed Picson agrees with Vargas.
“We are awaiting guidelines from the IATF, DOH,
PSC. They are the ones capable of what needs to be done.
We need guidelines from the
authorities (before resuming),” said Picson.
If the situation improves,
the ABAP is looking at joining tournaments in Europe
and Thailand in October.
“The Tokyo Olympics is
our best chance to win,” added Vargas.

GAB presents sports practice protocols to IATF
THE Games and Amusements Board (GAB) has submitted the “new normal” protocols in team practices for
three sports to the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious
Diseases (IATF-EID).
The three sports that submitted their practice protocols
are basketball, football, and
boxing.
The Philippine Basketball
Association (PBA), the Philippines Football League (PFL),
and the Chooks-To-Go Pilipinas 3x3 drafted their respective protocols, the first step for

them to begin or resume their
season during the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.
Regarding boxing, Mitra
bared that GAB itself made the
protocols with some additional
rules from the Omega and the
Elorde Boxing Gyms.
However, he added there
is no go signal yet from the Department of Health (DOH) for
GAB to reopen practices for
boxing.
Meanwhile, Mitra disclosed that a joint administrative order was made between
GAB, DOH, and the Philippine

GAB Chairman Baham Mitra

Sports Commission (PSC) to
determine the number of people who can be inside the practice facility at a time during a
certain lockdown status.

In the case of football, Mitra said GAB would be more lenient in terms of people present
on the field in provinces under
the modified GCQ (MGCQ), allowing 10 people including the
trainer at a certain time.
PFF president Nonong
Araneta revealed that the entire PFL season may only take
place behind closed doors at
the PFF National Training
Center in Carmona.
Araneta said he is proposing that the PFF National
Training Center will be the Azkals’ home for their upcoming
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers and

AFF Suzuki Cup matches.
Mitra said that up to 20
people can be allowed in a
training hall once all the restrictions have been lifted.
Mitra then bared that only
one hour may be allotted for a
certain set of players and trainers to do their workouts with a
30-minute interval for cleaning
the facility.
The IATF may decide on
whether it will approve the
practice protocols or not after their meeting. “Whatever
happens, though, GAB would
abide by the IATF’s rules,” Mitra said.

Move to amend POC constitution

Kiram plans to honor female athletes

THERE is a move for a
constitutional amendment in
the Philippine Olympic Committee’s (POC) to have an age
requirement prohibiting officials aged 70 years old and
above to run for executive
position.
POC President Bambol
Tolentino spearheaded this
move of having an age requirement, saying the POC
must be geared towards having fresh minds into the system.
Ricky Vargas, who heads
the committee on constitution and by-laws, is optimis-

PHILIPPINE Sports Commission (PSC) commissioner
Celia Kiram is considering putting up a means to honor the
female athletes who have excelled in sports.
The recent years several female athletes have given fame
to the Philippines.
The main highlight of this
was weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz’s
silver medal in the 2016 Olympics in Rio De Janeiro.
Two years later, Diaz led
the Philippines’ gold medal haul
in the Asian Games in Jakarta.
Skateboarder
Margielyn
Didal made waves in the 2018

tic the amendment will be
finalized before November’s
target election date.
“It gives a chance for the
organization to grow,” he
said. “It changes the demographics of the organization.
But of course, these younger people should be experienced. These seniors (who
are ineligible to run) will still
stay as mentors, consultants,
advisors,” Vargas said.
Vargas said they are expected to convene online
next week to tackle the issue
as they try to bring it up to
the Executive Board.

PSC Commissioner Celia Kiram

Asian Games so with golfers
Yuka Saso, Bianca Pagdanganan
and Kaye Go. All of Philippines’
four golds in the Asian Games
came from these athletes.
Last year’s Southeast Asian

Games also saw taekwondo
jin Pauline Lopez and second-generation athlete Jamie
Lim of karatedo dominating
the games.
Other notable events involving female athletes are:
The RP Blu Girls’ almost
reaching the Top 10 in the
world softball rankings; Nesthy Petecio’s gold medal in a
world boxing event; Irish Magno earning a slot in the Tokyo
Olympics Games which was
reset in 2021.
Kiram said this awarding
ceremony will serve as a boost for
the female athletes in the future.

