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Palace contradicts Año; Roque says patients to be reported, fetched
MALACAÑANG
presidential spokesperson
Harry Roque on July 15
clarified that there will
be no “house-to-house”
search for coronavirus
patients.
“They (Covid patients)
will have to be reported.
They will have to be
reported by the persons
themselves, their family or
the barangay,” Roque said.
Roque reiterated that
there is no such order for
a house-to-house search
from Malacañang.
Roque’s statement directly contradicts Department of Interior and Local
Government (DILG) Secretary Eduardo Año’s order
for policemen to conduct a
house-to-house search for
COVID-19 positives.
“This house-to-house
style
of
tracking
C O V I D - 1 9

patients is uncalled for at
this crucial point when
health crisis response in
the Philippines is obviously
failing,” says a statement
of the Health Alliance for
Democracy (HEAD) Cebu
City Chapter.
“The Filipinos do not
need more police and
military presence and

By: BEBIE HIÑOLA
BAQUERO

intervention but instead,
a proactive, inclusive, and
pro-people response in the
COVID-19 health crisis,’
the HEAD statement said.
“It is disturbing to arm
law enforcers and give them
the power to intrude into
people’s homes given the
fear of COVID-19 infection
and
the
infamous
Oplan Tokhang of
the government in
its bloody war on
drugs,” the group
said.
HEAD said it is
vital to spotlight on
community-based
services that would
lessen the “desperation and suffering” of
the people.

PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESPERSON HARRY ROQUE

HEAD
reiterated
the call to the national
government to urgently
act on the public health
emergency by giving the
most needed support to the
degrading health system
and sector.
“Efforts that do not
require violence and police
intervention, or a new

law in the face of the AntiTerrorism Act of 2020
must be exerted.
The
government must act fast
and with political will for
the sake of its constituents.
The people have had
enough and could no
longer breathe with all the
anti-people decisions and
policies,” said HEAD.
The
group
hopes
the government would
reconsider
this
new
protocol in the tracing of
COVID-19 patients.
Earlier,
Interior
Secretary Eduardo Año said
police authorities along
with local government units
will go house-to-house for
COVID-19 patients with
mild symptoms, adding
that home quarantine is
no longer allowed if their
houses are ill-equipped as
isolation facilities.

DILG SECRETARY EDUARDO AÑO
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VP Leni puts up 4 routes and 5 dormitories
“The two Projects are intended for Frontliners
PHILIPPINE Vice President Leni Robredo has put
up four bus routes and five
dormitories in Cebu for hospital frontliners in the fight
against Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Robredo told Cebu Business Week and DYRC radio
that the buses pass by the vicinities of hospital areas of the
Cities of Cebu, Naga, Mandaue
and Talisay and Municipalities
of Consolacion and Minglanilla.
Each route has two backand-forth trips in the morning
and another two in the afternoon.
She said Route 1 starts in
Talisay City where Cebu South
Medical Center (formerly
Talisay District Hospital) is
located and ends up at North
Reclamation Area in Mandaue

where three hospitals
namely
Cebu
Doctors’
Hospital, Chong
Hua
Hospital
and
University
of Cebu Medical
Center (UCMed)
are located.
Route 2 starts
at Fuente Osmeña in Cebu
City which is near
Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical
Center
(VSMMC), Chong Hua
Hospital-Main, Cebu Doctors’
Hospital, Visayas Community Medical Center and Velez
General Hospital and ends in
Consolacion, passing UCMed,
Chong Hua Mandaue, Maayo
Hospital and Mendaros Hospital.

Route 3 starts at Cebu
Doctors University Hospital
in Mandaue and ends at North
General Hospital in Barangay
San Jose, Cebu City passing IT
Park and Gullas Medical Center.
Route 4 starts at Cebu

South
General
Hospital in Naga
to Maayo Hotel
(and
Hospital)
in Mandaue City
passing Minglanilla District Hospital, Cebu South
Medical Center
and South Road
Properties (SRP).
On the other
hand, Robredo
said they put up
dormitories for
frontliners who
live far from hospital or who don’t want to go
home exposing to their families.
. “We now have five dormitories housing more than one
hundred frontliners. But as of
July 14, 350 are on the waitlist. So, we continue to look for

more dormitories near hospitals in Fuente Osmeña and
Mandaue,” Robredo said.
They will also put up dormitories in Lapu-Lapu City.
The existing five dormitories are located in Banilad,
Kamputhaw and Fuente Osmeña in Cebu City, one in
Mandaue City and another
one in Talisay City. The occupants per dormitory will
depend on spaces since they
observed social distancing.
Robredo disclosed that
they also have a shuttle ferry
that will bring frontliners between Lapu-Lapu City mainland and Olango Island with
two trips each in the morning
and afternoon. “We thank
Bong Ubsuna for providing
boat and boatman exclusively for frontliners,” ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

2 motorcycle dealers probed: Caindec
DIRECTOR Victor Emmanuel Caindec of the Land
Transportation Office (LTO)
7 said he had caused an investigation of two unscrupulous
motorcycle dealers who evaded paying taxes and other fees
to the government involving
millions of pesos.
Caindec said the questionable motorcycle dealers
made it appear in applying
for Certificate of Registration
(CR) with the Land Transportation Office (LTO) 7 that
their buyers purchased the
motorcycles in cash. The
truth is, the motorcycles were
bought through installment.

He said this is tax evasion
because the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) and the
LTO 7 were not able to collect
the required taxes.
He said the unscrupulous
motorcycle dealers refused to
release the motorcycle CRs to
the buyers until the installment is fully paid. Worse, they
kept the duplicate keys and the
driver-buyers were forced to
sign a “voluntary surrender”
form so that the dealer can
easily get back the unit once
the drivers failed to pay the installment for three months.
Caindec told DYRC radio
and Cebu Business Week that

the motorcycle dealers violated RA 4136 (Transportation
Code) in releasing motorcycle
units without CR.
To harass him, Caindec
said the motorcycle dealers
sent 500 letters to LTO central office and Department of
Transportation (DOTr) alleging that he refused to release
the 500 CRs for the 500 motorcycles.
The LTO 7 director said
that when he conducted inquiry on the alleged 500 motorcycles, it turned out that
the dealers only applied to
register only 300 units.
“It’s illegal to release mo-

torcycles without registration. These motorcycle dealers want me out of LTO so
they can continue their illegal
trade,” Caindec said.
Caindec said the second
motorcycle dealer who is an
affiliate of the first dealer also
sent separate 500 letter-complaints against him before
LTO and DOTr last week alleging that another 500 CRs
were withheld by him. They
also admitted that the 500
motorcycles were already released to the buyers which
means another 500 violations.
“It is harassment because

they filed complaints against
me after I honestly instituted
reforms at LTO 7. They offered me P200 to P500 commission per unit registered
but I refused because that is
corruption,” Caindec said.
Caindec discovered that
even if a CR is released by
LTO 7, the unscrupulous
dealers will not release it to
the buyers so they can easily
take back the unit once the
buyer cannot pay.
The owners did not submit the documents of registration but an alibi to their
buyers that the LTO was at
fault.

Soco moves to support business sector
CEBU Board Member
Glenn Soco has filed a resolution supporting the business
sector’s appeal for government’s financial assistance to
regain Cebu’s vibrant economy
before the Covid-19 pandemic.
In his explanatory note,
Soco said COVID-19 pandemic is creating havoc on lives
and livelihood of millions
around the world.
Soco said that with the
continuing restrictions on
movement and trade, both
land and air, domestic and

international, businesses are
forced to innovate their business strategies and models,
reduce operations, and for
many, even as far as closing
and ceasing operations permanently.
The business climate in
Cebu province is of no exception, the board member said.
Soco said that for four
straight months of lockdown,
most businesses, especially
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) painfully decided to indefinitely stop

their operations due to continually incurring losses.
He added that even
well-established companies
are likewise gravely affected
and decided to reduce manpower and adapt flexible operating hours.
The board member said
the ill effects of the pandemic cover almost all sectors in
business in the Province of
Cebu-- from tourism, retail,
food and beverage, agencies,
accommodations, export, etc.
Last February 27, 2020,

the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
sent a letter to him and expressed grave concern on the
effects of the pandemic to the
business community.
The different business
groups were invited to speak
before the Cebu Provincial
Board last June 8, 2020 to air
their distress in behalf of their
group and members.
He said several initiatives
and measures through the
passage of resolutions supporting the call of financial

help and aid are made with
this Body.
He said that despite said
efforts, most of the businesses
are still without concrete guidance and support during these
trying times.
He said that with Cebu
City being placed under Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ), all
businesses, including their
workers, and even those in
the Province are once again
subjected to new challenges.
ELIAS BAQUERO
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GMCAC to take over NAIA rehab
GMR-Megawide
Cebu
Airport Corporation (GMCAC), the consortium presently co-managing Mactan
Cebu International Airport
(MCIA) was named to take
over the rehabilitation project of Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in
Metro Manila.
The NAIA rehab project
has been in an indeterminate
state recently when several
members of the NAIA consortium decided to withdraw
from the project largely due

to financial concerns brought
about the pandemic.

The NAIA consortium
is composed of some of the

country’s top conglomerates.
Megawide Corporation
revealed that they received
official communication from
airport authorities of NAIA
in Metro Manila to pilot the
hub’s rehab.
“In a letter dated July15,
2020, the Manila International Airport Authority
(MIAA) granted the consortium led by Megawide Construction Corporation with
GMR as partner operator,
the Original Proponent Status (OPS) for the develop-

ment of the Ninoy Aquino
International Airport,” the
report stated.
GMCAC is currently
co-managing MCIA together with the government’s
counterparts from the MCIA
Authority (MCIAA) under a
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP).
Cebu’s international airport lately launched its own
molecular laboratory dedicated to doing coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19)
tests.

Cebu economy knocked out by lockdowns
BUSINESSMAN
Philip Tan said that like boxing,
Cebu’s economy has been
knocked out by lockdowns imposed by the government in
response to Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
Tan, a past president of the
Mandaue Chamber of Comers
and Industry, said that even

if lockdown will be totally removed, the damage has been
done because thousands of
businesses have been closed
and thousands of workers lost
their jobs.
He said that after several
months of no business and jobs
the employers and the workers
cannot expect that we can go

back to the once active Cebu
economy.
Tan said COVID-19 is not
only a health problem but has
become a fear mongering and
stigma to the people.
He likened the situation
during the time of Adolf Hitler
who concocted storiesto condition the mind of his people

resulting to the killings of millions of Jews.
“I’ve seen that most businessmen today are fearful to reopen their businesses because
of reports that some known
business leaders already died
of COVID-19.”
For his part, Tan said he
opened his business partially in

order to save some of his workers from definite hunger.
“I pity my 200 workers
who rely on their jobs to feed
their family. Even if I will not
have profit in the operation
but my workers continue to
receive salaries then I’m satisfied already.” Tan said. ELIAS O
BAQUERO

ERC Approves 176 COCs, PAOs Amid Quarantine
The Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) approved
176 applications for the issuance of Certificate of Compliance (COC) and Provisional
Authority to Operate (PAO) of
Independent Power Producers (IPPs), Qualified End-Users (QEs), and Self-Generation Facilities (SGFs) during
the period from March 15 until
July 14, 2020.
“Work in the ERC must
go on despite the lockdown
measures implemented by the
government, because keeping a sustainable electricity is

very crucial especially during
this time of the COVID-19
pandemic. The COCs and
PAOs that we have approved
will authorize the Generation
Companies to start their commercial operations in order
to ensure a stable and reliable power supply”, said ERC
Chairperson and CEO Agnes
VST Devanadera.
The ERC, in particular, approved the following: (1) Fifty-one (51) COCs to IPPs,
thirthy-three (33) of which
are PAOs; (2) Seventy-six
(76) COCs for QEs; and (3)

Forty-nine (49) COCs for
SGFs. For the IPPs, fifteen
(15) are new COCs while the
remaining thirty-six (36) are
renewals. For the SGFs, twenty-three (23) are new COCs
while twenty-six (26) are renewals.
The COCs are being issued
by the ERC in favor of a person
or entity to operate a power
plant or other facilities used in
generation of electricity pursuant to Section 6 of R.A. 9136
or the Electric Power Industry
Reform act of 2001 (EPIRA).
Meanwhile, pending the issu-

ance of a COC, a PAO may be
issued by the ERC to enable a
Generation Company (GenCo)
to operate its Generation Facility. The PAO is being issued in
the form of a notification to the
GenCo which is valid for a period of six (6) months from the
issuance thereof. The 6-month
period shall be included in the
5-year term of the COC that
may be issued by the ERC for
such Generation Facility/ies.
To ensure the performance of its mandates and the
continuous delivery of its services, the ERC adopted a com-

bination of Work-from-Home
(WFH) and Skeleton Workforce (SW) work arrangements during the Community
Quarantine periods.
“The Commission assures
the Generation Companies
that they will be issued the
required COCs or PAOs within the prescribed period to
enable them to operate and
augment the country’s power
supply. This will help ensure
an uninterrupted electricity
and help alleviate the impacts
of this pandemic”, ERC Chair
Devanadera added.

Job opportunities for Liloan residents affected by pandemic
THE municipality of Liloan
has launched an employment
assistance and recovery program recently to help residents
whose source of income was
devastated by the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
The program dubbed
Liloan Works, which will be
funded from local funds, will
consist of the cash for work and
the food for work components.
“Our Local Government
will help and at the same time,
we give people the opportunity
to help themselves, and to reclaim unto their lives the digni-

ty of work,” the advisory reads.
Program
beneficiaries
will be assigned to do urban
farming; cleanup of streets,
rivers, or shorelines; planting
of mangroves, fruit, and forest
trees; and other environmental endeavors.
The town’s advisory stated that “all health and safety
protocols will be observed, including mandatory masks and
social distancing.”
The program beneficiaries should meet the following
qualifications:
Ø A resident of Liloan,

Cebu for at least 6 months and
prior to July 2020
Ø Presently unemployed
due to retrenchment or shutdown of business during the
COVID-19 pandemic
Ø Presently unemployed
due to Enhanced Community
Quarantine in Cebu City
Ø Presently without livelihood due to prohibition and/
or regulation of public transportation during the pandemic
Ø 21-years-old
and
above, 60-years-old and below
Ø A household member
who did not qualify for finan-

cial assistance from the national government
Ø Self-employed and
whose livelihood has been
severely affected by the pandemic
Ø Persons with no pre-existing conditions that would
render one immunocompromised
Ø Persons with symptoms
and not positive of COVID-19
Program application and
profiling forms may be accessed at https://bit.ly/3fOnrI8 for word file and https://
bit.ly/3944cId for the Jpeg file.

The municipal government said that cash for work
program will benefit only the
registered voters who will be
asked to render four hours of
work for a period of eight days.
They will be paid P250 per day
or a total of P2, 000.
The food for work program, on the other hand, will
require four hours of service
per day in exchange for one
sack of 25 kilos of rice. This is
open to those who have lived in
Liloan for at least six months
prior to July 2020. Voter registration is not a requirement.
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Disappointment
and discontent
A general sense of
disappointment and discontent fill the air. Cebuanos see incompetence
and seeming corruption.
But Mayor Edgar Labella
and the people at OPAV
failed to feel the anger
beating. They can only
imagine the opposition
preparing for 2022.
Can you believe the
Weekly Notes
opposition has anything Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
to do with use of Milo
that sowed chaos in the distribution of relief and the quarantine passes? Did the opposition make that oversized quarantine pass with a fake QR code?
Who stupidly said during a press conference that Cebu
City Hall printed only 178,000 passes because they relied on
the 2016 population figures from the Department of Health?
The last census was done in 2015 and not by the DOH.
Who kept on denying he knew about the missing donated
chickens? Mayor Labella even wanted the case investigated.
In the end, a picture of the mayor and the general manager of
the donor firm emerged. The picture was taken at Cebu City
Hall during the turnover of the donation.
Who also denied knowledge of the purchase of 1,000 tuob
kits at P2,500 each? Unfortunately, Facebook posts of Councilor Jerry Guardo briefing Mayor Labella surfaced. Then,
Councilor Joel Garganera and the mayor donated tuob kits.
To remedy the situation, the bright legal officer and
spokesman Rey Gealon announced somebody donated the
tuob kits. However, the good attorney still cannot name the
identity of the donor, a certain Ok-Ok kuno. Of course, Gealon also failed to produce the presence of the certificate of donation and related documentation.
Note that other donations to Cebu City like that of Sen.
Win Gatchalian and the congressmen had well-publicized
turnover ceremonies. Wa matahi ang sidsid sa tuob donation, boss.
Even Vice Mayor Mike Rama blamed leadership and
governance. Mayor Labella has yet to report to the Cebu City
Council on how the P1 billion it appropriated for the war
against Covid-19 was spent.
And can you believe former mayor Tomas Osmeña and
the BOPK had anything to do with the stinging corruption
exposes of the governor’s brother Byron Garcia?
A call from a friend woke me up Saturday morning. More
calls and messages came during the day. Trolls produced two
memes that blamed me, including Ka Bino Guerrero and Art
Barrit, for the public outcry against the Dino-Labella leadership. Wow!
Fake news, I said. But a lady friend teased me. And I kidded myself, “I must be that good to trigger stupidity.”
Seriously, I can only say the boat is sinking now. Silencing those who are watching cannot prevent the boat from further sinking. Wa gyuy labot ang 2022.

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”
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Economy and health
Reopening the economy
amid the pandemic is one
delicate balancing act.
On one hand, there is
need to flatten the curve, so
to speak, as a way of assurance that the spread of the
coronavirus has been managed well. The target is giving the health system the
breathing space and logistics
to cope with the manageable
number of patients.
On the other hand, there
is the pressure to open the
economy as soon as possible
before more businesses die.
But the opening should be in
a manner that it would not
result in significant spikes in
Covid-19 cases.
This is easier said than

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

done.
Businessmen
prefer
more people going out, for
example, to malls. Less people going out would still
translate to losses. But government needs to calibrate
the loosening of quarantine
rules. Officials cannot afford
Covid cases to rise sharply.
As of now, the health system in the Philippines is still
not strong enough to cope
with more spikes in Covid-19
cases.
Cebu City’s priority on
building a cemetery assumes
more will die soon especially
among the poor who cannot
afford cremation.
After national officials
led by Secretary Roy Cimatu
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return to the National Capital Region, the task of managing this balancing act falls
on the shoulders of Cebu City
Councilor Joel Garganera.
Garganera, who recently recovered from Covid-19,
has been appointed as an
aide in the National Government’s efforts in containing
the spread of Covid-19 cases
in the city and in other parts
of Visayas.
He was named deputy chief implementer of the
Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF) Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Cebu
City, a memorandum released by the national IATF
on July 14, 2020 stated.
Let us show him support.
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2020 oil demand and COVID-19 outlook

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The International Energy Agency (IEA) bumped up
its 2020 oil demand forecast on Friday but warned
that the spread of COVID-19
posed a risk to the outlook.
The Paris-based IEA raised
its forecast to 92.1 million
barrels per day (bpd), up
400,000 bpd from its outlook last month, citing a
smaller-than-expected second-quarter decline. The
easing of lockdown measures
in many countries caused a
strong rebound to fuel deliveries in May, June and
likely also July, the IEA said.
But oil refining activity in
2020 is set to fall by more
than the IEA anticipated

last month and to grow less
in 2021, it said. Demand in
2021 will likely be 2.6 million
bpd below 2019 levels, with
kerosene and jet fuel due to
a drop in air travel accounting for three-quarters of
the shortfall. On the supply
front, the IEA said the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and other
producers including Russia,
a grouping known as OPEC+,
had shown 108 percent compliance with their pact to rein
in output. Market driven cuts
had also affected other producers, especially the United
States, though US supply was
expected to slowly recover in
the second half of 2020 while
the lifting of force majeure
on exports of Libyan crude
could add another 900,000
bpd to global markets by the
end of the year. (CAN)
oOo
The chief executive officer of Asia’s largest IT services firm warned that a U.S.
freeze on thousands of employment visas will only raise
costs for American corporations like Wall Street banks,
auto manufacturers and drug

makers. Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd. CEO Rajesh
Gopinathan told Bloomberg
News the move has put massive stress on a huge swath
of Indian-born engineers
that have lived in the U.S.
for years and helped support American clients, who
will ultimately be the ones
hurt most. His remarks were
among the strongest public
rebukes from India’s $181
billion IT industry since U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
June decree to halt approvals for a range of visas until
the end of the year -- including those for intra-company transfers. TCS and peers
like Infosys Ltd. have relied
for years on the ability to
send talent to work alongside their customers overseas, which include some of
the largest electronics manufacturers and global retailers. Investors worry that the
inability to do so will hurt
their competitiveness in the
largest international market.
(Bloomberg)
oOo
US producer prices unexpectedly fell in June as rising

costs for energy goods were
offset by weakness in services,
pointing to subdued inflation
that should allow the Federal Reserve to keep pumping
money into the economy to
arrest a downward spiral.
Still, deflation remains unlikely as the economy battles
depressed demand caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
report from the Labor Department on Friday also showed
underlying producer inflation
ticked up last month. Deflation, a decline in the general
price level, is harmful during
a recession as consumers and
businesses may delay purchases in anticipation of lower
prices. The economy slipped
into recession in February.
The Fed is injecting money
into the economy through extraordinary measures while
the government has provided
nearly US$3 trillion in fiscal
stimulus. (Reuters)
oOo
Hong Kong and other major Asia-Pacific stocks slid on
Friday, as investors continued to balance fears of rising
coronavirus cases in the city,
the US and elsewhere against

signs of China’s steady economic recovery and the huge
amount of liquidity around
the globe. The Hang Seng Index closed down 1.8 per cent.
That was its worst daily decline in nearly four weeks. But
it managed to post a 1.4 per
cent weekly gain, its second
straight weekly advance. Information technology stocks
led losses, with smartphone
lens-maker Sunny Optical
falling as much as 6.9 per cent
before narrowing the loss to 4
per cent. It had risen in 10 of
the previous 12 sessions. Of
the benchmark’s 50 constituent members, 43 showed
losses. Profit taking set in
after some spectacular gains
by large caps in recent sessions, and sentiment was also
weighed down by moves by
China to cool the exuberance
that has been taking hold over
mainland stocks.
Hong Kong saw seven
companies debut on its main
board, tying for second place
as the most stocks traded in
one day in the city. (South
China Morning Post)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Cuenco on the “Human Security Act of 2007”

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Congressman Antonio
Cuenco, a veteran legislator,
championed the passage of
historical legislations in the
country. Among the many
were the Local Government
Code of 1991 (most of us
credit this to Senator Pimentel, but it was both of them
that steered its passage, Pimentel in the Senate, Cuenco
in the House of Representatives), Philippine Baseline
Law, Dangerous Drugs Act
of 2002 and the Human Security Act of 2007.

Meanwhile, Cuenco delivered the Sponsorship
Speech on the Anti-Terrorism Bill (November 29,
2005) of House Bill No.
4839, the House Version of
the law. Here is the excerpts
of his speech:
“For each one of us here
in this Chamber already
knows what today’s terrorism is and what it is all about.
But I shall certainly seek
to engage our colleagues in
thinking about our response
to
international
terrorism-this nameless, faceless,
shapeless horror that has
engrossed and imperiled our
nation in this dark new age
for mankind.
I shall certainly talk
about how to protect our people from this pitiless abomination that is unparalleled in
scale and wickedness.
I shall certainly talk
about how to cope with this
situation where, for us, it
seems there is no victory in
attack nor safety in retreat
nor good sense in merely
standing still.

Mr. Speaker, we all know
what terrorism is, but there
is some difficulty in making a
clear verbal definition of it.
This bill defines terrorism. But I must appeal to our
Colleagues not to criticize
this definition for the sake of
nitpicking, for if terrorism is
hard to fight, it is even harder
to define formally in words.
If we cannot define terrorism to everybody’s satisfaction, neither can anyone.
It is easier to define globalization, for example, or
federalism, or the impeachment process, than to define
terrorism. Terrorism, unlike impeachment, does not
need 79 votes before it can be
done.
What is important is
that we come up with the
structures of defense and
retribution, and maybe even
preemption, in the struggle
against the terrorists.
Mr. Speaker, some ten
days ago, Judge Maricar
Marissa Guillen sentenced
to death three terrorists responsible for the Valentine’s

Day bombing only this year.
We commend Judge
Guillen, for the speedy trial
and for giving the death sentence. But today, I wish to
highlight the need not merely
to punish the terrorists, but
to prevent them from committing their heinous deed.
For prevention is better
than punishment, because
in prevention we protect the
intended victims-while in
punishment we cannot bring
back the dead.
In the Revised Penal
Code, an act is punished after it is committed. In this
Anti-Terrorism Bill, an act is
sought to be prevented.
In the Revised Penal
Code, the rule is reactive. In
this Bill, it is pro-active.
In the Revised Penal
Code, it is a simple matter of
investigating after the fact.
In this Bill, it is a complex
effort to plan and engage in
prospective operations.
We cannot plan ahead
and prevent acts of terrorism
unless we revise our old laws
and habits and adopt a new

orientation to meet our new
situations and adopt new necessities.
If we do not adjust our
laws to the new capabilities
acquired by the territories,
we cannot fight them successfully. We would be like
Manny Pacquiao fighting
Eric Morales with one arm
tied behind his back.
We cannot engage the
terrorists in deadly war with
such a stupid disadvantage.
As of now, the terrorists
have the initial advantage
of striking where they want,
how they want, whom they
want, when they want.
On the other hand, all
that governments can do is
come with what is largely a
blind defense- blind because
the terrorist deed had already
wrought its damage before we
can even start to react.
We cannot live with this
especially in this cruel new
world of large-scale, high
tech, worldwide terrorism
where the Philippines figures
as one of the leading terrorist
lairs.”
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Government must act as employer

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

I agree with Atty. Gary
Maningo of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
that once we reach the
new normal after fighting
Covid-19, the government
must act as the number
one employer to save the
working class. Even the

Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) admitted that there are now
millions of people who
lost their jobs hence, their
families have no food on
the table.
In my interview with
Congressman
Raymond
Democrito Mendoza, the
chairman of the House
Committee on Labor, he
said that about 100,000
Filipino seamen are coming home jobless due to
this pandemic crisis.
Businessman
Bunny
Pages said that employers
cannot anymore re-hire all
the workers because they
are relying on sales. They
said people are not going
out to buy or enjoy eating
in restaurants with families due to restrictions.

With this, several leaders from private or public
sectors like Congressman
Pablo John Garcia and
businessman Rey E. Calooy of the FilCeb Business
Club said that only the
government can save the
situation by giving employment to the people.
Even Cebu City vice
mayor Mike Rama agreed
with them that the administration of President
Rodrigo Duterte must implement the Build, Build,
Build projects to hire the
thousands of people who
are now unemployed.
I believe that once the
hired workers will receive
their salaries, money will
surely circulate in the entire country because they
will buy the daily needs of

their family.
This will also spark
progress to businesses like
sari-sari store, carenderia, groceries among others
as they can now hire additional workers.
In Cebu, among the big
ticket projects of the Duterte adminitration are Cebu
International
Container
Port in Consolacion, Cebu;
Fourth Mactan- Mandaue
Bridge in Consolacion and
Lapu-Lapu City; Monorail
Transit (MRT) from Bulacao to Talamban in Cebu
City; Light Rail Transit
(LRT) from Talisay City
to Mandaue City; and Cable Cars from Cebu City
mountain barangays to
Cebu Business Park.
With these projects on
hand, I believe that once

realized, the Duterte administration can revive
the once booming Cebu
economy.
Philippine economic
managers reported that
the economic growth for
the second quarter (April,
May, June) of 2020 was
0.2 percent amid target
of 2.5-3 percent. Business
leaders think that it will
become negative growth
by the third quarter of
2020 due to the collapse
of the economy.
However, if the Duterte administration will
implement the big ticket projects the positive
economic growth can be
achieved before President
Rodrigo Duterte steps
down from power by June
30, 2022.

Thousands of maritime workers stranded

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

In the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, national and international borders are shutting down. A
problem arose due to a lack
of framework that outlined
the procedures on safe crew
changes and on repatriation. Thousands of maritime workers aboard international commercial vessels who need to leave their
ships after the lapse of their
contracts now have become
a global crisis.
“There are now approximately 300,000 seafarers
trapped working aboard
ships due to the crew
change crisis caused by the
governments implementation on border and travel
restrictions to combat the
spread of the lethal virus, a
London-based International Transport Workers’ Fed-

eration reported.
Of
the
estimated
300,000 seafarers whose
contracts were overdue
and unable to stop working aboard ships and return home, a corresponding
equal number of 300,000
maritime
workers
and
crews who are ashore waiting to join ships are facing
a blank wall due to lack of
domestic and international flights in port cities that
would allow them to board
ships. “This means there
are now around 600,000
seafarers that are directly
affected by the crew change
crisis and the number is
growing every day”, the ITF
added.
Our country which supplies more seafarers and
crews to the global merchant fleet than any other
countries and recognized
as the world’s top crewing
hub has undergone one of
the strictest and various
modes of lockdown during
this extraordinary time.
Of the number, there are
around 80,000 Filipino
seafarers and crews with
lapsed or expired contracts
of about four months that
are stranded at sea aboard
foreign registered vessels.
Added to the problem was
due to lack of framework

on protocols for ensuring
safe crew changes and travel during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.
The ITF General Secretary Stephen Cotton categorically stated that “governments are the biggest
barrier to resolving the
growing crew change crisis”.
In response to the crew
changes, the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), the United Nations
specialized agency for maritime said professional seafarers and marine personnel should be granted any
necessary and appropriate
exemptions from national travel or movement restrictions to allow them to
join or leave ships and that
government should permit
professional seafarers and
marine personnel to disembark ships in port and transit their territory (i.e. to an
airport) to allow crews to be
changed and seafarers’ to
be repatriated”.
The Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration (POEA) forbids contracts longer than the stipulated time. And recognizing the role of seafarers as
key workers alongside with
other essential workers because of the nature of their

work while combatting fear,
anxiety and great risk to
their own health to keep the
world afloat during the pandemic, the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) together with the Inter-Agency Task Force of Emerging
and Infectious Diseases
(IATF-MEID) have directed all government agencies
to fast-tract processing of
seafarers’ employment documents and facilitate immediate deployment during
this health crisis.
UN IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim implored
the government to act
quickly and allow shipping
and supply chains open to
accelerate movement and
to grant maritime workers
special travel exemptions
to get back home amid the
COVID-19 lockdown which
made the repatriation of
seafarers a global crisis. The
Philippine government has
created dedicated “green
lanes” for both Filipino and
foreign seafarers whether inbound, outbound, or
transiting.
The maritime agency
in their statement made an
assurance that the procedures on crew changes and
on repatriation of seafarers are done in compliance
with the existing health

and safety protocols set by
the Department of Health
(DOH), quarantine protocols enforced by the Bureau
of Quarantine (BOQ) and
the Department of Transportation (DOTr). “Government lip service is no longer
an acceptable solution”,
warned the ITF Chair, Seafarers Section, Dave Heindel.
“Governments
must
wake up and realize that
without a return to successful crew changes; it is
simply not sustainable or
acceptable to have a growing number of tired and
fatigued seafarers trapped
working aboard the world’s
ships endangering themselves, their vessels and our
marine environment,” the
ITF boldly stated.
As of this writing, the
TUCP Party-list Congressman Raymond DC Mendoza
House Committee Chair on
Overseas Workers Affairs
conducted and facilitated a
high-level tripartite meeting with the participation of
other stakeholders, such as
the ITF, IMO, the International Labor Organization
(ILO) and the International
Chamber of Shipping (ICS)
on mounting crew change
crisis demanding faster action from government.
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Give small online sellers chance to start up biz
DON’T tax small online
sellers. Give them a chance
to determine the viability of
their small business.
Presidential Adviser for
Entrepreneurship Joey Concepcion made this appeal to
government economic managers, saying that small online sellers, in the meantime,
should be spared from taxation.
Concepcion said the
COVID-19 pandemic has given those with skills to find
ways to cope.
“We should give these new
entrepreneurs selling online a

chance. Let’s not tax them. At
least this is one way of helping
many of the mothers who have
skills in cooking, for instance,
and those with other skills to
cope basically with the crisis,”
he pointed out.
Earlier, House Committee on Ways and Means
chairperson Rep. Salceda
expressed concern over the
move to tax online sellers,
saying that imposing taxes on
barter trade is “not worth the
enforcement effort,” especially at this time that the country
is still faced with the impact
of the pandemic.

PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER JOEY
CONCEPCION

Concepcion said that he
agrees with Rep. Joey Salceda.
Salceda made the remark
amid the proliferation of online
trading, prompting Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez to remind
the public that the activity is illegal as it violates tax laws.
Salceda, an economist,
said that instead of imposing
taxes on barter-trading, he
would rather focus on “plugging tax loopholes” exploited
by big businesses.
“I do not see a scenario
where the tax collection from
barter trade will be worth the
enforcement and tax adminis-

tration costs,” he said.
The Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) released Revenue Memorandum Circular
No. 60-2020, dated June 1,
requiring “all persons doing
business and earning income
in any manner or form – specifically those who are into
digital transactions through
the use of any electronic platforms and media, and other
digital means – to ensure that
their businesses are registered
pursuant to the provisions of
Section 236 of the Tax Code,
as amended, and that they are
tax compliant.”

DICT allocates P7.7B for free Wi-Fi program
THE Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT) has
set aside P7.7 billion on its
proposed P46.6-billion 2021
budget for the implementation of the “Free Wi-Fi for All”
program in Public Places and
State Universities and Colleges (SUCs).
DICT Secretary Gregorio
Honasan II said in a statement
that the amount will be utilized
to reach to establish 23,100 live
sites by the end of 2021.
The DICT plans to deploy
the most number of sites in
public education institutions
—10,300 sites will be deployed
in public schools while 1,804

DICT SECRETARY GREGORIO HONASAN II

sites will be deployed in SUCs
and Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority
(TESDA) institutions.
“This is part of our commitment to Department of Education (DepEd), Commission
Higher Education (CHED),
and TESDA to ensure the education sector’s access to broadcast, connectivity and digital
security this upcoming school
year while the country is still
under state of public health
emergency,” Honasan added.
Aside from the schools,
the DICT is targeting to install
5,644 sites in national and local
government offices, 3,300 sites
in government hospitals and

rural health units, 1,505 sites in
public parks, plazas and other
open areas, 368 sites in public
libraries, and 179 sites in transport terminals.
As of 30 June 2020, the
DICT has installed 4,248 live
sites operating under the Free
Wi-Fi for All Program.
More than 400 of these are
installed in government hospitals and rural health units.
In August 2017, President
Rodrigo Duterte signed Republic Act. 10929, also known as
the Free Internet Access in Public Places Act, mandating that
the government should provide
free internet access in public
spaces across the country.

DOT, FAO to promote
Foreigners with long-term visas
sustainable farm tourism will be allowed to enter country

THE Department of Tourism (DOT) and the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) signed a
partnership for the promotion
of sustainable farm tourism in
the country.
DOT Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) in June with FAO Interim Representative to the
Philippines Xiangjun Yao for a
three-year pilot program that
will promote farm tourism and
provide technical support in
selected locations.
The program is intended
to help the tourism industry
recover after the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
“By working with FAO, the
DOT aims to link farm tourism to sustainable agricultural

practices. The objective is to
equip our farm workers and
fisherfolk with the skills and infrastructure support they need
to survive these hard times,”
Puyat said.
Puyat said that farm tourism provides an avenue for
employment and income augmentation, while helping ensure food security.
The DOT Secretary also
said farm tourism has the potential to draw visitors interested in harvesting, feeding and
raising animals, fishing, and
camping, among others.
“This partnership with the
DOT will truly ignite the development and the recovery of the
tourism and agriculture sectors
in the Philippines, which were
both heavily devastated by the
prevailing pandemic,” FAO’s
Yao said.

STARTING August 1,
foreign nationals who have
long-term visas will be allowed to enter the country
Presidential spokesperson Harry Roque said they
must first have valid and
existing visas at the time of
the entry, meaning no new
entry visa shall be accepted.
He also said that foreign nationals are subject
to the maximum capacity
of inbound passengers at
the port and date of entry,
as returning overseas Filipinos will be given priority.
As approved by the
government’s
COVID-19
task force, foreign nationals must also secure a prebooked accredited quarantine facility and a prebooked COVID-19 testing

PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESPERSON
HARRY ROQUE

provider.
Previously, only Filipinos, their spouse and children, accredited foreign

government and international organization officials, as well as foreign airline crew, were allowed to
enter the country.
Earlier, there was an
appeal by a foreign embassy
for the Philippines to ease
inbound travel restrictions
to allow the entry of foreign
workers in flagship infrastructure projects and permanent resident visa holders.
Last week, the Philippines lifted the ban on
non-essential overseas travel by Filipinos subject to
conditions such as submission of confirmed roundtrip
tickets for those traveling
on tourist visas and a declaration acknowledging the
risks in traveling.

8 July 20 - 26, 2020

Cebu Business Week

CEBU CITY PAGE
A paper within the paper

Few visited mall since reopening
A FEW people have revisited the malls and other
shopping centers since they
reopened on July 17, under a Modified Enhanced
Community
Quarantine
(MECQ).
Businessman
Philip
Tan, former president of
the Mandaue Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI), said that maybe
the people are still observing the “stay home” policy”
or are in stigma that they
may be contracted with
Covid-19 in these areas.
Cebu City Mayor Edgar C. Labella met with
mall managers and owners of businesses in shopping centers last July 16 in
preparation for the reopening the next day.
Labella discussed with
mall managers and business owners about the
guidelines to be implemented as they restart operations under Executive
Order (EO) No. 084 he issued on that day.
Labella told them that
they can reopen business-

es except for leisure establishments or services like
gyms, barber shops and
massage parlors.
Labella reminded them
that as they reopen, malls
are mandated to observe
the basic safety and health
protocols like wearing of
face mask and social distancing.
He said malls must ensure the observance of social distancing within their
premises, shoppers wear
masks, and hygiene measures are observed both by
customers and tenants.
He added that the mall
security officers and mall
personnel must also observe basic protocols in the
Covid-19 response.
Labella also clarified
that “take outs” are only
allowed in restaurants and
fastfood shops and dine-in
is still restricted.
The mayor encouraged
mall shoppers to follow
the basic safety measures
to prevent the spread
of Covid-19. ELIAS O.
CEBU CITY MAYOR EDGAR C. LABELLA meets with mall managers and shopowners

BAQUERO

Cebu City Council ok’s Sapangdaku cemetery project
THE Cebu City Council agreed to transfer the
planned Cebu City Botanical
and Memorial Garden from
the lot in Barangay Guba to
the 2- to 3-hectare lot in Barangay Sapangdaku.
In a unanimous vote
during the special session
on Friday, July 17, 2020, the
City Council has agreed to
the construction of Cebu City
Botanical and Memorial Garden Sitios Patayng Yuta and
Baksan in Barangay Sapangdaku.
The project was originally planned for Barangay
Guba but environmentalists
in Cebu protested the move
because the lot belonged to
the Central Cebu Protected
Landscape (CCPL) and near
a watershed.
Environment Secretary
Roy Cimatu, who is also the

AERIAL VIEW of the proposed site of a new public cemetery in Barangay Sapangdaku.

overseer of the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF) in Cebu,

personally led the search for
a better location for the new

cemetery.
The City Council gave the

green light for Mayor Edgardo Labella to proceed with
the project since the location
does not pose any environmental risks.
“The City Council poses no objection for the establishment of the Cebu
City Memorial Garden for
COVID-19 victims, subject
to the full compliance of the
national and local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations
and without prejudice to the
City Council’s solemn duty to
ensure that the public funds
are protected and that public accountability must be
upheld at all times,” said the
City Council.
Sapangdaku
barangay
captain Juvie Lagraso, said
the residents of the barangay welcomed the project
and did not object during the
public hearing on Friday.
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Gatchalian donates to Cebu City
THE City of Cebu received
from Sen. Win Gatchalian and
the Gatchalian family 600
sacks of rice, 200,000 assorted
canned goods, 50,000 packs of
noodles, and 100,000 pieces
of surgical masks.
Cebu City Mayor Edgar C.
Labella thanked the Senator
in behalf of the people of Cebu
City saying, “ I would like to
express my sincerest gratitude
to the Senator and his family
for this very kind gesture of
providing for the Cebuanos
during this time of crisis.”
“They say that during
hard times, during a crisis,
you will have your true friends
with you. Mr. Senator, you’ve
shown us that you are really
a true friend of the people of
the City of Cebu. Our heartfelt
thanks,” said Labella.

Labella urged to release aid for PWDs
THE Cebu City Council
calls on Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella to release the
financial assistance to persons
with disability (PWDs) amid
the modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ).
The PWDs have not received their financial assistance
of P1,000 per month since the
start of the community quar-

antine on March 28, 2020, or
a total three and a half months.
The city government had
already released the threemonths worth of financial assistance to the senior citizens.
Councilor Alvin Dizon’s
resolution was officially approved in a special session
on July 17, 2020, after being
shelved in the council owing to

other pending agenda.
“Just like our senior citizens, our PWDs have also
maintenance medicines and
the prolonged lockdown even
makes it more difficult for
them to address their basic necessities such as food, water,
medicines, among others,” said
Dizon.
“We
respectfully
re-

mind the Executive Department to promptly release the
much-needed financial assistance to our Persons with Disability (PWDs) for them to be
able to address their most basic
necessities such as food, water,
medicines, at this difficult time
of the COVID-19 pandemic,”
said the City Council.
Labella already said that

they were studying how to
distribute the PWD financial
assistance to avoid a repeat of
the issues surrounding the distribution of the senior citizens
financial assistance last May
2020.
Labella said the distribution should not violate the
MECQ protocols of no public
gathering.

RIATF: LSIs in Cebu City must go home
THE
Regional
Inter-Agency Task Force in Central Visayas (RIATF-7) is urging the national Inter-Agency
Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious
Diseases (IATF-MEID) to allow locally stranded individuals (LSIs) in Cebu City to go
home.
In a statement, the Department of Interior and Lo-

cal Government in Central
Visayas (DILG-7) RIATF-7
Chair and DILG-7 Director
Leocadio Trovela said they
had sent Resolution No. 14 to
the IATF-MEID urging the national agency to ease the travel
ban restrictions for Cebu City,
which is now under modified
enhanced community quarantine (MECQ).
Note that under the IATF

Omnibus Guidelines on the
Implementation of Community Quarantine in the Philippines, public transportation are ,suspended and the
movement of all residents are
limited to accessing essential
goods and services, and for
work in permitted offices or
establishments or such other
activities for areas under ECQ
and MECQ.

The movement of LSIs going to and coming from Cebu
City is similarly temporarily suspended since June 19
following the directive of the
DILG Secretary Eduardo Año.
Trovela said, the LSIs in
Cebu City has been stranded
for too long with thinning resources and should be allowed
to go home to their respective
provinces or cities already

provided they have complete
travel documents.
“The LSIs will also be subjected to local health protocols
imposed by the receiving local government units that are
consistent with IATF policies,”
he said.
Trovela urged the affected LSIs to keep posted for the
action of the National IATF on
the request.

CEBU City Mayor Edgar C. Labella has commended
frontliners at Cebu City Medical Center (CCMC) and the Cebu
City Quarantine Center (CCQC) for attending to their job with
dedication.
Labella has made the commendation when the fifth batch
of newly-recovered patients who are positive of Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) were discharged from CCQC last July 17.
He told the 52 Covid-19 survivors that he felt happy and
inspired upon seeing all of them in good health while attributing
the healing hands of God.
He also said that the CCMC and CCQC personnel have
outstanding performance in providing health care of the patients
while being quarantined in the facility. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Key US Twitter accounts
hacked in Bitcoin scam
TWEETER CEO Jack
Dorsey revealed that many
prominent US figures are
being targeted by hackers
on Twitter in an obvious
Bitcoin scam.
Billionaires Elon Musk,
Jeff Bezos and Bill Gates are
among those being targeted.
“Everyone is asking me
to give back,” a tweet from
Gates’ account said. “You
send $1,000, I send you
back $2,000.”
The official accounts of
Barack Obama, Joe Biden

and Kanye West also requested donations in the
cryptocurrency.
Password reset requests
were also being denied and
some other “account func-

tions” disabled.
“We’re diagnosing and
will share everything we can
when we have a more complete understanding of exactly what happened,” said
Dorsey.
Earlier, Twitter took the
extraordinary step of stopping many verified accounts
marked with blue ticks from
tweeting altogether.
On Thursday, users
with verified accounts started to be able to send tweets
again, but Twitter said it
was still working on a fix.

The Academe

DepEd clarifies the Senior High School
Voucher Program
The Senior High School Voucher Program (SHS-VP) is an annual program of the
Department of Education (DepEd) which provides financial assistance to qualified Grade
10 completers who want to pursue their desired SHS education in private schools, state
universities and colleges, and local universities and colleges.
Recently, there has been some confusion over whether or not the SHS-VP will continue
for the incoming school year, as there is a Php 8-Billion fund reduction (1.7B coming from the
SHS Voucher Program) of the Department for the Bayanihan to Heal as One Act fund.
DepEd would like to reassure the public of its commitment to continue with the program.
While this is a big challenge, we continue to pursue other funding to provide this aid as it is
our learners’ right. We are finalizing the implementation of this program, but still require
further information on the demand based on this year’s enrollment.
DepEd is expecting the results of the Learner Enrollment and Survey Forms (LESF) to
provide the necessary information. The Department shall open the application for the SHSVP for SY 2020-2021 once we have the necessary information and funding in place.
DepEd expresses its gratitude to all our stakeholders for their cooperation, patience, and
support.
The Department is taking the necessary steps to ensure that the implementation of the
Senior High School Voucher Program will continue, despite the national health emergency
that the country is facing.

Chinese economy bounces back
The Chinese economy managed to grow stronger than
expected as the economy emerged from the lockdown.
It grew 3.2% in the second quarter following a record crash.
All the stimulus measures by the government appear to
be working, with factories getting busier, a visible growth in
the industrial production data.
Figures released on Wednesday showed China’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) returned to growth during April
to June.
The numbers are being closely watched around the
world as China restarts its economy.
The figure is higher than experts predicted and points
towards a V-shaped recovery - that is, a sharp fall followed
by a quick recovery.
It also means China avoids going into a technical recession
- signified as two consecutive periods of negative growth.
But one sector that hasn’t recovered quickly is retail sales.
In UK clothing and games push up shop prices
As UK began to ease the coronavirus lockdown, its
inflation rate rose to 0.6% in June.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) disclosed that
the Consumer Prices Index (CPI) picked up a little from
May’s four-year low of 0.5%.
Food and alcohol prices fell, but prices for clothing and
games rose, the ONS said.
Despite the slight increase in the rate, inflation remains
below the Bank of England’s 2% target.
“The inflation rate has increased for the first time this
year, but remains low by historical standards,” Jonathan
Athow, deputy national statistician for economic statistics
at the ONS, said
“Due to the impact of the coronavirus, clothing prices
have not followed the usual seasonal pattern this year, with
the normal falls due to the start of the summer sales failing
to materialize.
“Prices for computer games and consoles have risen,
but food prices, particularly vegetables, have fallen.”
The ONS said In June, men’s clothing rose in price,
with increases coming “across almost the full range”.
Women’s clothing showed “a more mixed picture across
the different products”, but with the overall effect still upward.
Games, toys and hobbies, particularly computer
games and computer games consoles, made the biggest
contribution to the inflation rise.
“It is possible that prices have been influenced by the
coronavirus (Covid-19) lockdown changing the timing of
demand and the availability of some items, particularly
consoles,” the ONS added.
Tunisia PM resigns amid alleged financial scandal
Tunisian Prime Minister Elyes el-Fakhfakh has resigned.
Fakhfakh’s resignation came following intense pressure
from members of parliament the past week over an alleged
financial scandal.
His resignation also came after rifts in parliament, led
by the moderate Islamist party Ennahda, and threats by
lawmakers to withdraw confidence in his government over
alleged conflict of interest.
He is accused of maintaining shares in private companies
that won state contracts amounting to $15m (£12m).
The outgoing prime minister has denied accusations of
corruption and has previously said he would step down if
an ongoing investigation showed any wrongdoing.
The president is expected to appoint Fakhfakh’s
successor within a week’s time - who will have a maximum
of two months to form a government that wins the
confidence of lawmakers.
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. Mike Tyson once offered a zoo attendant 10,000 dollars to let him fight a
gorilla?
2. In 2000, ABBA turned down an offer of $1 billion dollars to reunite for
100 shows?
3. Irukandji is a tiny jellyfish whose venom is 100 times more powerful than
a cobra’s? And it is smaller than your fingernail.
4. A group of unicorns is called a blessing?
5. Nosocomephobia is the Fear of hospitals?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“No great achiever – even those who made
it seem easy – ever succeeded without hard
work.” — Jonathan Sacks, British
author and politician
“The only thing that overcomes hard luck is
hard work.” — Harry Golden, American
writer
“There is no substitute for hard work.” —
Thomas Edison, entrepreneur and
inventor

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“It’s hard to beat a person who never gives up.”
— Babe Ruth, American professional
baseball player
“I got lucky because I never gave up the
search. Are you quitting too soon? Or, are
you willing to pursue luck with a vengeance?”
— Jill Konrath, speaker, author and
thought leader
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Team Lakay excited
over return of ONE

TEAM Lakay, the Benguet warriors, are eager to
receive match offers from
ONE Championship after
the latter announced the
return of its flagship event
on July 31.
Lakay head coach Mark
Sangiao said the announcement is an exciting news

for the team after four
months of waiting since
ONE Championship was on
hiatus due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Team Lakay last saw
action in the Circle during
Honorio Banario’s split
decision win over Thai
Shannon
Wiratchai
in

their closed-doors and audience-free featherweight
bout in Singapore last February.
“Of course on my part
and the athletes, we’re happy that we have work to do
again,” Sangiao said
Six athletes, including
ONE strawweight champi-

Eumir Marcial signs with
Manny Pacquiao Promotions
WORLD 2019 championships silver medalist Eumir Marcial is officially going
professional as he announced
that his signing with Manny
Pacquiao (MP) Promotions.
MP Promotions also
handles the boxing careers of
Johnriel Casimero and Jerwin Ancajas.
“I chose MP Promotions
because of its100% support
to my dream of fighting for
the Philippines in future
competitions in SEA Games,
Asian Games and even Olympics,” Marcial said.
“In fact, it was stated in
my
six-year-promotional
deal that MP Promotions will
not be a hindrance if the time
comes that the national team
needs me,” he added.
Marcial said he is most
honored to have Senator
Manny Pacquiao guide him
in his boxing career.
MP Promotions president Sean Gibbons has been

instrumental in the success
of our current world champions Pedro Taduran, Johnriel
Casimero at Jerwin Ancajas.
The Olympic-bound boxer expressed his gratitude
to those who supported him
when he started boxing career even as he promised that
he will give his best to win
the Olympic gold medal and
become the world champion
a few years from now.
Marcial booked his ticket

to the Olympics after reaching the semifinals and later
winning the gold medal in
the Asia and Oceania Olympic Qualifying Tournament
in Amman, Jordan in March.
“Eumir Marcial is a national treasure in the making. Please allow him to take
the path towards being one
with no distractions,” Association of Boxing Alliances of
the Philippines (ABAP) president Ricky Vargas said.

on Joshua Pacio, decided
to stay in their gym since
the implementation of Enhanced Community Quarantine last March.
Sangiao monitored other fighters who were not
able to join regular practice
by conducting an online
training.

“Team Lakay stalwarts
are ready to fight,” he said.
ONE founder and chief
executive officer Chatri Sitdyodtong has announced
three forthcoming events
in August, September and
October, and will kickstart
with “ONE: No Surrender”
on July 31.

Kickboxing rules leveled up
THE new rules of kickboxing are likely to be applied by
the Samahang Kickboxing ng
Pilipinas (SKP) in future tournaments it will join and host.
“The new rules will be used
in upcoming events of kickboxing. It should have been
used in the Juniors World
Championship this November. But the tournament was
canceled due to the Covid-19
(coronavirus disease 2019),”
Bryan Scott Olod, chairperson
of ring sports of the SKP, said.
Olod said the new rules
would be applied in the Southeast Asian Games (SEAG) to
be held in Vietnam late next
year where kickboxing is one
of the 36 events.
It will also be used in the
Asian Indoor Games, however, the date has yet to be set by
the Olympic Council of Asia.
“Definitely, it will be next
year,” said Olod, also a teacher at Sablan (Benguet) National High School.
Olod founded the Kafagway Mixed Martial Arts based
in Benguet and is the only
Filipino licensed as an inter-

national technical official for
kickboxing and has assisted
Northern Luzon Kickboxing
Area Governor Mark Sangiao
of the famed Team Lakay in
training Cordillera athletes.
Last July 12, Olod and
two other Filipinos joined the
World Association of Kickboxing Organization (WAKO)
International
Federation
Ring Sports Refereeing Seminar / Webinar.
Olod, Noriel Acquiso of
La Trinidad based, and Roselyn Hung of Cagayan de Oro
were part of the webinar representing the SKP.
Hung is the chairperson of
SKP’s Mat Sports of Kickboxing and SKP technical head.
“We discussed updates
on WAKO technical rules specifically in ring sports, as well
as discussions of WAKO programs during this pandemic,”
Olod said.
WAKO president Roy
Baker of London, England,
conducted the webinar which
was attended by over 100
technical officials from all
over the world.

