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Covid-19 has not amended labor laws, says former labor official
THE closure of businesses because of the
Covid-19 pandemic does not
mean employers are excused
from paying benefits to their
workers.
Atty.
Josephus
B.
Jimenez told Cebu Business
Week that Article 298 of the
Labor Code of the Philippines provides that workers
who served the companies
for five years and above shall
receive retirement benefits,
or separation pay.
Jimenez was a former
official of San Miguel Corporation, Petron Corporation
and Pepsi Cola Company for
Labor Relations. He is also
a former professor of San
Beda University and University of the East. He was
a former labor attaché and
undersecretary of the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE).
Jimenez said if business
firms declared bankruptcy
because of lockdowns due
to pandemic, that does not
mean they have no more
resources because they still
have buildings, money in
banks and other properties.
“If a business firm will
declare bankruptcy, a hearing must be conducted by

the National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC)
or DOLE to determine the
remaining assets to pay their
employees,” Jimenez said.
Jimenez said Covid-19
pandemic did not amend the
Labor Law. The employees’
benefits shall continue even
during crisis. So, all the employees who cannot be rehired due to pandemic shall
receive their separation pay
or retirement benefits.
Earlier, business leaders said several firms have
already filed temporary closure before DOLE 7.
Jimenez said temporary
closure is good only for six
months so that if the effectivity of the closure is July 1,
2020, it will end on December 31, 2020. By January
2021, the firms that temporarily closed shall decide
whether to reopen or not. If
it will reopen but can only rehire 50 percent of their work
force, the other 50 percent
shall be given retirement
benefits or separation pay.
“There is no such thing
as indefinite unemployment of the workers. After
six months, if the business
cannot reopen, the employers are liable to pay, under

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
the law, the benefits of their
workers,” Jimenez said.
He added that if workers failed to get their correct
benefits as provided for by
law, they must go to DOLE 7
which is under Director Salome Siaton.
“Several employers said
they are already bankrupt
and have no means of paying
the benefits of the workers,
but this should be proven
through a hearing by DOLE
and NLRC.”
In the Labor Code, if a
person has served the company for 5 years but has
reached 60 years old, he is
qualified for optional retirement. If an employee has not
reached 5 years in the service
but is already 65 years old,
he is on mandatory
retirement.
Under the
law, an employee who
retired
is
entitled
to a minimum
of
one-half
month salary for every year

of service and in addition,
there are 7.5 days of service
incentive leave. So, there is
a total of 22.5 days for
every year of service.
Jimenez
said that he
received
reports
that some
employers only
gave onemonth

salary for every five years of
service or five months in 25
years of service. This is lacking, and a violation of
the Labor Law.
Jimenez said
DOLE or NLRC
shall call the
employers so
the remaining unpaid
benefits
shall be released
to
them.

ATTY. JOSEPHUS B. JIMENEZ
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11 quarantines, dorms built by DPWH
THE Department of
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has installed
11 quarantine facilities and
frontliners’ dormitories in
the three urban cities of
Cebu, Mandaue and Lapulapu in the amount of
P294, 000,000
This was revealed to
Cebu Business Week by
DPWH 7 director Edgar
Tabacon.
The funding for Region
7 came from the quick response of DPWH Secretary
Mark Villar.
“We are ready to coordinate and assist the Local
Government Units (LGUs)
once they requested for it.”
Tabacon said.
Tabacon said the Cebu
City government has requested DPWH 7 for dormitory facilities at block

27 north reclamation area
so the frontliners will not
anymore go home to prevent their families from
being
contracted
with
COVID-19.
There are six units for that
area, and one unit has 16
rooms which can accommodate 16 frontliners.
“It is the decision of
the Department of Health
(DOH) to accommodate
one frontliner each room
in observance of social distancing.” Tabacon said.
All the frontliners’
dormitories are container
van type. One dormitory
is composed of 11 container vans and the total floor
area is 211 square meters.
The other ten sites are
at Logarta street which is
called the City Quarantine
Center; Apas evacuation

center, women’s center
for Cebu Provincial Police
Office, dormitory for medical personnel at DPWH
regional office, Hope’s
Dome in Gun-ob street,
Lapu-lapu City ( for front
liners and Covid patients),
Mactan Cebu International
Airport (MCIA) (for frontliners and Covid patients),
and North bus terminal.
The fronliners’ and
Covid patients’ dormitories were requested by
MCIAA general manager
Steve Dicdican for arriving
Overseas Filipino Workers.
The 11 quarantine facilities and dormitories can
accommodate 208 frontliners at one room each
while the Covid patients’
centers can accommodate
238. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DPWH 7 DIRECTOR EDGAR TABACON

LTO 7 to provide CR to motorcycle drivers
THE Land Transportation Office (LTO) 7 will provide original Certificate of
Registration (CR) to motorcycle drivers who were not
given such document from
devious motorcycle dealers.
LTO 7 director Victor
Emmanuel Caindec said
that the public can view the
LTO 7 Facebook page with
instruction on how to get
said original CR especially
if the dealers did not give
them such document with
annotation.
“We can provide you the

LTO 7 DIRECTOR VICTOR EMMANUEL CAINDEC

original CR of your motorcycle unit if the dealer did
not release it to you” Caindec said.
Caindec said this is to
show to the public that LTO
7 is really rendering service
with all honesty and goodwill.
To recall Caindec questioned why motorcycle
dealers told their buyers
that LTO 7 did not release
their CRs. In turned out
that the dealers themselves
were the ones keeping the
CRs until the drivers fully

paid their installments on
the units.
Caindec said the motorcycle dealers even violated
the law against tax evasion
when they made it appear
that the motorcycles were
bought in cash when in fact
it was by installment.
Because of the manipulation, Caindec said the
LTO 7 decided to provide
the motorcycle drivers the
necessary CR and OR once
they can prove that the
dealers refused to give them
so. ELIAS O BAQUERO

Pandemic, economic crisis consequence of lockdowns: Calooy
BUSINESS leader Rey
E. Calooy said we are facing both the COVID -19
pandemic and economic
crisis as a consequence of
lockdowns.
Calooy, chairman of
the
Filipino-Cebuano
Business Club (FilCeb),
said that those hit hard are
micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSME).
Those classified as
micro have a capitalization of P3 Million; small
with P4 – P15 Million; and
medium with P16 – P100
Million. These businesses
make up about 95 percent

of the Philippine economy.
However, Calooy said
about 70 percent of them
are closing business due
to the lockdowns due to
the pandemic.
Calooy theorized that
it will take a few years
to revive the once active
economy.
He said that due to the
closure of MSMEs, thousands of workers lost their
jobs with the domino effect that even the sari-sari stores in the neighborhood have scarce sales.
On the other hand,

Calooy advocated for vegetable and herbs production to survive. He noticed
that vegetables grown in
organic farms is the real
way to health and wellness
because of the absence
of chemicals. He added
that once families started
backyard gardening, they
can have enough food on
the table at lesser cost
since it is their own production.
He also said that it is
now time for the government to help the people
focus in agriculture. ELIAS
FILCEB CHAIRMAN REY E. CALOOY

O. BAQUERO
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Transport to reopen when Cebu City under GCQ
PUBLIC transportation
will be reopened on August 1, 2020 once the Inter
Agency Task Force (IATF)
declares Cebu City under
General Community Quarantine (GCQ).
This was revealed to
Cebu Business Week by Director Eduardo Montealto
Jr. of the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 7.
Montealto said that
in the meantime they allowed 10 buses to ply the
major routes of the passenger jeepneys before these
stopped operation because
of lockdown.
He said that only the
Authorized Persons Outside Residence (APOR) are
allowed to ride the buses
and should carry with them
valid quarantine passes

LTFRB DIRECTOR EDUARDO MONTEALTO, JR.

and purpose.
LTFRB did not anymore
allow buses to ply ln the
routes passing several hospitals because they have their

own service buses provided
by the office of the Presidential Assistant for the Visayas
(OPAV) and Vice President
Leni Robredo.

At present there are
buses,
taxis,
modern
jeepneys and Transport
Network Vehicle System
(TNVS) plying Cebu Province, which is under Modified General Community
Quarantine (MGCQ) and in
the urban cities of Mandaue
and Lapu-lapu which are
under GCQ.
This transport system
will also be reopened in
Cebu City by August 1 if the
city will be placed under
GCQ.
Montealto said once
public transport is reopened, all the protocols
imposed by the government shall be followed like
50 percent of the total seating capacity and common
dispatching area where
passengers are required to
step on disinfectant box

and undergo thermal scanning. A passenger whose
temperature 37.5 degrees
centigrade shall not be allowed. Of course all passengers shall wear face
masks.
Montealto added that
since they are on calibrated implementation of protocol, he is sorry to say
that traditional passenger
jeepneys are not allowed to
ply anywhere. He said the
jeepney model cannot pass
social distancing policy.
In
the
meantime
Montealto said several
business
firms
whose
products and services are
essentials and are allowed
to operate are hiring shuttle
buses to ferry their workers
from their home to their
workplace and vice versa.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Adjusted curfew hours in Cebu province 14 traditional PUJ routes
STARTING July 23, stated among others, the sumption of dine-in serin Cebu to resume
2020, the curfew hours in new adjusted curfew hours vices to up to 75 percent of
Cebu province is set from 12
midnight to 5 a.m. the following day.
Previously, the curfew
schedule was from 10 p.m.
until 5 a.m.
The adjustment in the
curfew hours is among the
new policies under’s Executive Order no. 20-A which
she signed on Thursday afternoon.
Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia signed Executive Order no. 20-A which

which took effective immediately
This is in line with the
Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) Memorandum Circular no. 20-39,
which urges LGUs to push
back its curfew hours to allow more business opportunities.
The DTI circular allows
restaurants to continue to
operate, including its dinein services, until 11 p.m.
It also allows the re-

the seating capacity of food
establishments in areas
under the modified general community quarantine
(MGCQ). .
Aside from the adjustment of curfew hours, EO
20-A also sets the guidelines for the resumption
of tourism activities in the
province and will depend on
the readiness of the tourism
establishments as determined by the Cebu Provincial Tourism Task Force.

THE Department of
Transportation
(DOTr)
gave its go signal for the
resumption of operations
in at least 14 traditional
jeepney routes in Cebu.
Only operators of traditional jeepney units who
have already consolidated
in cooperatives for final
compliance of the national
government’s PUJ modernization program would be
allowed to ply their routes
On July 23, Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia said
80 percent of the jeepney operators in the province have
already consolidated and are
set to comply with the PUV
modernization program.
But because of the pandemic, processing of their
bank loans for the purchase
of modern PUJ units has

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

been delayed.
Hence, Garcia called
on DOTr Secretary Arthur
Tugade to allow the traditional jeeps to return to the
streets in view of the operators’ and the drivers’ economic struggle due to the
existing community quarantine.
The DOTr has identified the initial 14 jeepney
routes in the province and
the cities of Mandaue and
Lapu-Lapu where units
with special permits may
ply as early as next week.
“We have set the condition that jeepneys that
are not yet the modernized
should secure roadworthiness certification from LTO
and LTFRB in order to ply
its assigned routes,” Garcia
said.

Mandaue to Liloan
Lutopan to Poblacion in Toledo City
Talisay to Naga
Talisay to Minglanilla
Talisay to San Fernando
Lapu-Lapu City to Mandaue City
Punta Engaño to Mandaue
Marigondon to Mandaue City
Danao City to Mandaue City
Danao City to Sogod
Consolacion to Danao
Consolacion to Mandaue
Compostela to Mandaue
Cordova to Mandaue
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DOH on rapid tests
When will regional
Department of Health
(DOH) and OPAV officials clarify endorsing
the use of rapid test kits
in the mass testing in
three highly urbanized
cities in Cebu? I ask this
after reading news about
Health Undersecretary
Maria Rosario Vergeire
not endorsing rapid tests.
Weekly Notes
Dr. Vergeire issued Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
this statement after seven medical associations warned against the continued use of
rapid antibody tests for clearance to work. The groups said the
rapid tests will result in infected individuals being cleared and
inadvertently spreading the novel coronavirus.
I recall OPAV’s Asec Jonji Gonzales assured Cebu the
rapid test kits used here are reliable. He attributed the medical endorsement to DOH 7 chief pathologist and spokesperson Dr. Mary Jean Loreche.
I recalled that so-called ‘misunderstanding’ between
Cebu City Health Office chief Dr. Daisy Villa and Cebu City
administrator Floro Casas Jr. that broke out during one tense
City Council session. It is turning out that Dr. Villa was right
in pushing for swab testing, after all.
The Cebu City Council under Vice Mayor Mike Rama apparently swept this under the rug. The time has come for the
Council to use its oversight function and look again at that
purchase of rapid test kits.
Missing Chickens
Respected media icon Sun.Star’s Cheking Seares doubted
the veracity of a complaint on the missing chickens. Perhaps,
this is because he failed to recognize the name who signed the
letter sent to both the office of Mayor Edgar Labella and the
Office of the Visayas Ombudsman.
I admit not recognizing the full name M.L. Flores Gingoyon at first until a mutual friend told me.
“Si Bebot bitaw na,” this friend said in a private message.
Ah yes! The guy is the younger brother of Judge Henrick Gingoyon who was assassinated in 2005. Padayon Bebot!
Garganera
I am happy Cebu City Councilor Joel Garganera was named
deputy chief implementer for the Interagency Task Force (IATF)
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) here. I have high hopes
that he will be instrumental in correcting the missteps done.
We may not share the same political views all the time.
But I knew Garganera as an able leader with lots of initiative
and energy even before I became a journalist.
Only a few know that when Joel was a student, he founded the activist NKE student party at the University of the
Philippines Cebu College during those tumultuous years under the Marcos dictatorship. After his college years, he helped
me and then councilor Ramsey Quijano organize the Konsultahang Kabataan assemblies in Cebu City.
The Konsultahang Kabataan successfully pushed the formation of the Presidential Council for Youth Affairs (PCYA),
the National Youth Assembly, and the Sangguniang Kabataan. @anol_cebu in Twitter
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Communications in crisis
Top Cebu City officials
demonstrated before Cebuanos in innovative fashion.
They disagreed. They quarreled. They expressed conflicting messages. These they
did in Facebook that July 26,
2020 afternoon.
Mayor Edgar Labella
used his Facebook account
in announcing the five sitios
that will be affected by the
planned granular lockdown
in Cebu City.
Councilor Joel Garganera, who had been garnering
praises as the deputy chief
implementer for the Interagency Task Force (IATF)
Emergency Operations Center (EOC), quickly questioned the announcement
in Facebook. The announcement was premature. It had
no clearance. This was not
the agreement with the Inter-Agency Task Force. A
Facebook post is not an executive order.
City Administrator Floro
Casas Jr. came out swinging
to defend Mayor Labella.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Why cannot the mayor post
about an executive order he
issued in Facebook. Why
should the mayor seek clearance first?
The episode, supposedly
a crucial point towards the
end of the modified enhanced
community lockdown and a
shift to the so-called granular lockdown, showed Cebuanos the extent of the crisis in
Cebu City Hall’s communication efforts.
Since the quarantine began, Cebu City Hall failed to
exhibit good crisis communications.
The person in command
should have been an able
Public Information Officer
(PIO) who is good in executing integrated crisis communications that should have
made the public, especially
at the grassroots, understand
Cebu City Hall’s anti-Covid
campaign.
Mayor Labella also began saying one thing, but
something else happens. For
instance, he said no politics

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

in the distribution of rice aid
and the quarantine passes.
However, the highly political
MILO carried out the operations instead of the barangay
captains.
City Health Office (CHO)
chief Dr. Daisy Villa said
before the Cebu City Council that she is pushing swab
tests. However, City Administrator Casas insists on the
rapid tests. Today, the DOH
national office encourages
the use of the reliable swab
tests.
Cebu City officials still
insists on that ridiculous
propaganda spin that the
mass testing using that unreliable rapid tests caused the
numbers of Covid-19 positive patients to rise. Now,
the emphasis is on building a
cemetery for those who died
instead of ensuring more recoveries.
Communications in Cebu
City Hall, supposedly a crucial weapon in the anti-Covid
campaign, has openly shown
Cebuanos that it is in crisis.
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Evolving business, tech priorities in Asia Pacific

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The
unprecedented
lockdowns triggered by
the COVID-19 pandemic
has had a massive impact
on businesses. As companies in Asia Pacific look to
come out of this difficult
period, they must make
some hard choices. A recent Forrester survey confirms that COVID-19 has
had a significant impact
on Asia Pacific firms’ business and technology priorities. This new data also allows us to compare the results of the survey during
COVID-19 to those we recorded in January 2020.
While 26% of respondents
are at firms in survival
mode, 16% are in growth
mode. Companies gener-

ally find themselves in one
of three modes: survival, adaptive, and growth.
Once leaders understand
their mode, they need to
clarify their top-level goals
and take specific actions to
create the right tech budget both for their current
situation and as their business conditions change
in the future. Unsurprisingly, May’s data showed
that 51% of respondents at
firms in Asia Pacific expect
their future tech spend to
decrease; this is in stark
contrast to the 53% that
expected to increase by
more than 5% before the
crisis. Work-from-home is
the new normal. #PandemicEX survey data had already examined this trend:
About half of respondents
said they couldn’t wait to
get back to work, while
44% said they were afraid
to go back. In the Technographics survey, 48% of
all respondents in the Asia
Pacific indicated that their
firm would permanently
maintain a higher rate of
full-time remote employees; this increased to 68%
of the leaders will have to

take a step back and design
remote work programs
that enable their teams
to be more resilient going
forward.
(FORRESTER
RESEARCH)
oOo
China has posted a
higher rate of economic
growth than expected in
the second quarter of this
year, making it the first
major economy to exit the
COVID-19
coronavirus
slump. The Chinese economy grew 3.2 percent in the
second quarter of this year,
following a record contraction in the first quarter as
the country grappled with
the coronavirus pandemic.
Then, the economy was 6.8
percent smaller than the
year before, representing
the first full-year contraction since at least the early
1990s. The second quarter
performance means China
has escaped the technical
definition of a recession,
two consecutive quarters
of negative growth. By contrast, the U.S. has already
entered its first official recession since the financial
crisis of 2009, and the pain
looks set to be extended by

the apparent inability of
President Donald Trump’s
administration to control
the spread of COVID-19
and make it safe to reopen the economy. China’s
growth figure is higher
than expected and points
to a possible “V-shaped”
recovery—a rapid return to
growth following the sudden contraction caused by
the coronavirus lockdown,
which shuttered factories
and businesses across the
country as authorities battled COVID-19’s spread.
(NEWSWEEK)
oOo
Britain announced on
Monday it would suspend
its extradition treaty with
Hong Kong in an escalation of a dispute with China over its introduction of
a national security law for
the former British colony.
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab told parliament
the treaty would be suspended immediately and
an arms embargo would
be extended to Hong
Kong. The ban is another
nail in the coffin of what
then Prime Minister David Cameron in 2015 cast

as a “golden era” of ties
with China, the world’s
second-largest economy.
(Reuters)
oOo
EU talks aimed at
reaching an agreement
on a huge post-coronavirus recovery fund have
stretched into a fourth day
but there are signs of progress. Germany and France
said a framework had now
been sketched, during a
summit in Brussels that
has seen testy exchanges. The main division is
between hard-hit nations
like Italy and Spain, and
EU members who want to
lessen funding.
So-called “frugal” nations want grants limited
- and €390bn (£352bn;
$445bn) appears the latest
compromise figure. They
had argued the proposed
€750bn overall package
was too large and should
be mostly loans. The confirmed number of coronavirus cases has reached
14.5 million globally, according to Johns Hopkins
University. (BBC NEWS)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Guidelines on Plea Bargaining regarding drug cases

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Cebu Legal Pedia has
been steadfast in its opinion that a Plea Bargaining
of Drug Cases must be acted circumspectly by the
Public Prosecutor, Law
Enforcer
(Complainant)
and the Court. He is the
author of the book, THE
ANTI-DRUG WARRIORS
HANDBOOK,
published
in 2018, a follow up book
of the, COMPREHENSIVE
DANGEROUS
DRUGS

ACT OF 2002 (cited by the
Supreme Court twice in
drug cases).
The proviso on Plea
Bargaining Agreement in
the present anti-drug law
was a product of the observation of the legislators and
law enforcers of numerous
abuse of known drug personalities who instead of
being prosecuted for drug
peddlers plead guilty as
drug users in the repealed
law (Republic Act 6425).
Thus, while Cebu Legal
Pedia agrees on the decision of the Supreme Court
on allowing plea bargaining to help in the decongestion of jails, prudence
must be the operating
word. Likewise, the Court
and the Public Prosecutor
must give weight on the
acquiescence of the Law
Enforcer
(PDEA/PNP/
NBI) in plea bargaining.
The Court and the
Public Prosecutor should
not decide on the issue of

plea bargaining agreement
without giving importance
on the view or assessment
of the law enforcer who
literally is the one who is
fighting the drug menace
via the supply reduction by
arresting peddlers/financiers/manufacturers.
Thus, this guideline
must be kept in mind by
the Law Enforcer, Public
Prosecutor, and the Court:
1) The Prosecutor and
the Law Enforcer should be
reminded of the warning
from the Supreme Court:
“Trial courts are exhorted to keep in mind that a
plea of guilty for a lighter
offense than that actually
charge is not supposed to
be allowed as a matter of
plea bargaining or compromise for the convenience of the accused”.
2) The Public Prosecutor and the Law Enforcer must never allow plea
bargaining agreement to
violations of Section 4,5,8

and other provision which
carries the capital punishment of Reclusion Perpetua. Note that the Court
and the Public Prosecutor
could not force the Law
Enforcer to give its consent in plea bargaining
agreements.
3) For violations of
Section 11 (Possession), it
should only be bargained
when the quantity of the
seized drugs is insignificant or which the crime
laboratory categorizes it as
residues.
4) Plea bargaining
agreements anchored on
the premise that the accused is a user and not a
drug peddler though arrested for violating Section
11 and 12, a Drug Dependency Examination (not
just a drug test) must first
be conducted before the
accused shall be allowed to
make such plea, this shall
be done preferably before
the arraignment.

5) Indiscretion is the
mother of corruption, thus
to check the propriety of
the frontlines, the Law
Enforcer before allowing
to agree a plea bargaining
agreement, the latter must
have a written consent of
its City or Provincial Director. This also applies
to the Resident/.Assigned
Public Prosecutor, his/her
City or Provincial Prosecutor must give a written
consent for such agreement.
The recent decision of
the Supreme Court People vs. Sayre should send
a message that while we
allow plea bargaining the
wisdom of the proviso
of disallowing plea bargaining agreement should
guide the DOJ and the Supreme Court, for the end
laws are crafted by the Legislative Department and
not by Judicial Legislation
or Executive Usurpation of
Law Making Power.
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People’s initiative for ABS CBN franchise?

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

With the denial of the congressional franchise of media
giant ABS CBN what option
would the biggest network
have?
According to a congressman, the remedies available
are: file a motion for reconsideration; go to court if the people handling their franchise
acted with grave abuse of discretion amounting to lack or
in excess of jurisdiction; or
launch an action for people’s

initiative.
But is people’s initiative
feasible for a grant of franchise?
Let us discuss what is people’s initiative and how it operates.
What is People’s Initiative?
People’s initiative is a
way to make laws beyond the
power vested in Congress as
provided for by the 1987 Philippine Constitution.
The constitutional mandate of people’s initiative was
strengthened through the
passage of Republic Act 6735,
which states that an initiative is
“power of the people to propose
amendments to the Constitution or to propose and enact
legislations through an election
called for the purpose.”
The enactment of laws
and legislation could from
Congress, local legislative
bodies or sanggunian down to
the barangay councils.
Hence this initiative could
be applied through the follow-

ing manners:
• Initiative on the Constitution which allows for a petition proposing amendments
to the Constitution
• Initiative on statutes
which allows proposals for enactment of a national legislation
• Initiative on local
legislation which covers ordinances and resolutions in the
regional down to the barangay
level.
• Initiative is an exercise where the right to legislate
is reserved to the people which
the authority emanates from.
The power of congress to enact laws is a delegated authority from the people. Initiative
is a concept where the people
reserved its right to directly
enact laws.
The power of initiative
maybe exercised by all registered voters of the country.
For national legislations, at
least 10% of the total registered
voters in the Philippines should

sign the petition for a new law.
It also requires the signature of
at least 3% of registered voters
in each legislative district.
The Commission on Elections (Comelec) will verify signatures collected once the required number is reached.
Signatures
collected
should not just be real. These
should also belong to registered voters. The Commission must verify, validate and
check the signatures against
the list of voters used in the
latest elections held.
Once the petition is determined to be sufficient, the
Comelec shall publish it “at
least twice” in newspapers for
the public to see and understand.
The Comelec shall also determine the date of the national referendum, which should
be held not earlier than 45
days but not later than 90 days
once the petition is deemed
sufficient.
A national referendum

happens when all registered
voters in the Philippines vote
on the proposal set forth by
the initiative. They can either
vote yes or no.
The proposition should be
approved by a majority cast,
according to Republic Act
6735.
If this is achieved, the national law proposed shall become effective 15 days after its
publication in the Official Gazette or a national newspaper.
Can this be applied to a
legislative franchise like ABS
-CBN?
In theory, it can but the
cost and the process of holding
a referendum of all legislative
districts will take a lot of expense and efforts. However, a
number of individuals voiced
otherwise.
It sounds cool in theory,
but it is legally problematic
and practically impossible to
hold, at least for now. But who
knows if support of the issue
will snowball?

Maritime workers stranded at sea

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

In the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, stranded seafarers have become a
crisis. This is a result of national and international borders shutting down and the
lack of framework that outlined the procedures on safe
crew changes and on the repatriation of thousands of maritime workers aboard international commercial vessels
who need to leave their ships
after lapsed of their contracts.
“There are now approximately 300,000 seafarers trapped
working aboard ships, a London-based
International
Transport Workers’ Federation reported.
Of the estimated 300,000
seafarers whose contracts

were overdue and unable to
stop working aboard ships and
return home, a corresponding equal number of 300,000
maritime workers and crews
who are ashore waiting to join
ships are facing a blank wall
due to lack of domestic and
international flights in port
cities that would allow them to
board ships. “This means there
are now around 600,000 seafarers that are directly affected
by the crew change crisis and
the number is growing every
day”, the ITF added.
Our country which supplies more seafarers and crews
to the global merchant fleet
than any other countries and
recognized as the world’s top
crewing hub has undergone
one of the strictest and various
modes of lockdown during
this extraordinary time. Of
the number, there are around
80,000 Filipino seafarers
and crews with lapsed or expired contracts of about four
months that are stranded at
sea aboard foreign registered
vessels. Added to the problem was due to lack of framework on protocols for ensuring safe crew changes and
travel during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.

The ITF General Secretary
Stephen Cotton categorically
stated that “governments are
the biggest barrier to resolving the growing crew change
crisis”. And in response to the
crew changes, the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), the United Nations
specialized agency for maritime said professional seafarers and marine personnel
should be granted any necessary and appropriate exemptions from national travel or
movement restrictions to allow them to join or leave ships
and that government should
permit professional seafarers and marine personnel to
disembark ships in port and
transit their territory (i.e. to an
airport) to allow crews to be
changed and seafarers’ to be
repatriated”.
The Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration
(POEA) forbids contracts longer than the stipulated time.
And recognizing the role
of seafarers as key workers
alongside with other essential
workers because of the nature
of their work while combatting
fear, anxiety and great risk to
their own health to keep the
world afloat during the pan-

demic, the Maritime Industry
Authority (MARINA) together
with the Inter-Agency Task
Force of Emerging and Infectious Diseases (IATF-MEID)
have directed all government
agencies to fast-tract processing of seafarers’ employment
documents and facilitate immediate deployment during
this health crisis.
The response of the Philippine government to the request of the UN IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim, imploring the government to act
quickly and allow shipping and
supply chains open to accelerate movement and to grant
maritime workers special
travel exemptions to get back
home amid the COVID-19
lockdown which made the repatriation of seafarers a global
crisis, the Philippine government has created dedicated
“green lanes” for both Filipino
and foreign seafarers whether
inbound, outbound or transiting.
The maritime agency in
their statement made an assurance that the procedures
on crew changes and on repatriation of seafarers are
done in compliance with the
existing health and safety pro-

tocols set by the Department
of Health (DOH), quarantine
protocols enforced by the Bureau of Quarantine (BOQ) and
the Department of Transportation (DOTr). “Government
lip service is no longer an acceptable solution”, warned the
ITF Chair, Seafarers Section,
Dave Heindel.
“Governments must wake
up and realize that without
a return to successful crew
changes; it is simply not sustainable or acceptable to have
a growing number of tired
and fatigued seafarers trapped
working aboard the world’s
ships endangering themselves, their vessels and our
marine environment,” the ITF
boldly stated.
As of this writing, the
TUCP Party-list Congressman
Raymond DC Mendoza House
Committee Chair on Overseas
Workers Affairs conducted
and facilitated a high-level
tripartite meeting with the
participation of other stakeholders, such as the ITF, IMO,
the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) on mounting crew
change crisis demanding faster action from government.
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PCCI calls for full resumption of businesses
THE Philippine Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCCI) URGES the government to allow the full resumption
of businesses amid the
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) pandemic.
PCCI president Benedicto Yujuico said full resumption of businesses
while preventing the spread
of the virus is possible as
what countries like Vietnam, Thailand, Taiwan,
South Korea and European
countries have done.
“You cannot open a
business and limit it to only
30 to 50 percent because
they will only lose money and would rather close;

you cannot tell a
restaurant to open
50 percent because 50 percent
is not enough to
pay the rent, utilities and employees; you cannot
tell a manufacturing company to
operate at below
capacity and still
require it to provide accommodation and/or shuttle services for its
workers; and you
cannot open businesses, even at
phases,
without
allowing
public
transportation,”

PCCI PRESIDENT BENEDICTO YUJUICO

Yujuico said.
He
added
many of the PCCI
members have reported
shutting
down their operation.
Y u j u i c o
added that based
on
dialogues
with PCCI’s local chambers in
North and South
Luzon as well
as in Mindanao, 50 percent
have closed their
businesses while
those that are still
in operation have
reduced their employment to 25 to

30 percent.
“The almost five months
of lockdowns have put more
firms at greater risks of permanent closure,” the PCCI
chief said.
“Business closures mean
drop in taxes and budgetary income, putting at risk
the sustainability of public
finances and the ability to
fund public services, including health and education,”
he added.
PCCI maintained that
lengthening the lockdowns
could harm the country’s
long-term economic future,
with people losing their
jobs and families having no
money to spend for their
basic needs.

Rapid testing for employees every 2 weeks not viable
SMALL-scale business
owners cannot afford to
provide rapid testing for
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) among their employees every two weeks.
The Employers Confederation of the Philippines
(ECOP) issued the statement after Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario

Vergeire urged businesses
to randomly test their employees every 14 days using
rapid test kits (RTKs).
“The Employers Confederation of the Philippines expresses its deep
concern over the statement
of the Department of Health
(DOH) urging business
owners to conduct random

DOLE to help repatriated OFWs
THE Department of
Labor and Employment
vowed to help the overseas
Filipino workers (OFWs)
find the jobs they lost
abroad due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
“Many
governments
went ahead of us in easing
restrictions. Their industries are almost fully operational again by now. They
could recall our OFWs
anytime,” Labor Secretary
Silvestre Bello III said in a
press release.
Bello said there is a
likelihood that OFWS be-

ing will be rehired by their
former employers with the
reopening of many economies around the world and
that OFWs could be rehired
en masse by economies that
are fast recovering.
Bello further said the
government is prepared to
deal with foreign governments should there be new
policies on migrant workers like government certifications to prove they are
not a threat to the health
and safety of their people.
“We can do that,” Bello
said.

Covid-19 testing for their
employees through rapid
tests every two weeks,” the
group said.
The group emphasized
that around 99.6 percent
of registered establishments in the Philippines
belong to the micro, small,
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) “which are typ-

ically faced with budget
constraints.”
“Requiring businesses
to test the employees every
two weeks will not be viable,” ECOP said.
It cited recent data that
businesses are shutting
down their operations either temporarily or permanently and this also leads

to laying off their workers.
“For this reason, to require business owners to
conduct random Covid-19
rapid tests for their employees and repeating it
every two weeks will add to
the cost of doing business
and drive those still operating to eventual closure,”
ECOP added.

SEC’s CDO vs Crowd1 permanent
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
declared its cease and desist
order permanent against
CROWD1 Asia Pacific, Inc.
The SEC issued a cease
and desist order against
CROWD1 last May 12 after
finding that the entity has
operated “a fraudulent investment scheme consisting of the sale and/or offer of inexistent securities
in the form of investment
contracts to the public.”
In a resolution issued
on July 2, the Commission
denied the Motion to Lift
Cease and Desist Order Ad
Cautelam filed by CROWD1
for lack of merit and thereby declared the cease and
desist order permanent.
“A careful review of the
Motion to Lift will show
that except for its general denials, CROWD1 failed
to present any evidence in
support of its claim that it
is not engaged in the sale
and/or offer for sale of securities in the form of in-

vestment contracts,” the
resolution read.
CROWD1 has solicited
and accepted investments
from the public by offering
what it describes as educational packages for a minimum of P6,000 and as
much as P240,000. This
scheme required a secondary license under Republic
Act No. 8799, or The Securities Regulation Code
(SRC).
CROWD1 only registered as a corporation for
the primary purpose of engaging in business process
outsourcing services.
SEC also ruled that the
act of CROWD1 of publishing and making presentations on its investment/
business scheme through
its website, Facebook, YouTube and on-ground events,
and inviting investors constituted a public offering as
defined under Rule 3.1.17 of
the 2015 IRR of the SRC.
Hence, SEC ordered
CROWD1 to cease from

promoting its investment
scheme in social media and
other online platforms.
Furthermore,
the
Commission
prohibited
CROWD1 from transacting any business involving funds in its depository
banks, and from transferring, disposing, or conveying in any manner all related assets for the benefit of
the investors.
The SEC also found
CROWD1’s investment taking-activities ultra vires
or beyond the authority it
was granted, in violation of
Section 44 of Republic Act
No. 11232, or the Revised
Corporation Code of the
Philippines.
The cease and desist
order covers the corporation’s operators, partners,
directors, officers, salespersons, agents, representatives, promoters, and all
persons, conduit entities
and subsidiaries claiming
and acting for and on its
behalf.

8 July 27 - August 2, 2020

Cebu Business Week

CEBU CITY PAGE
A paper within the paper

Labella turns-over EO on Granular lockdown
CEBU
City
Mayor
Edgardo Labella turnedover his Executive Order
(EO) imposing granular
lockdown in certain areas
in the city where there are
numerous active COVID-19
cases to the Regional InterAgency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious
Diseases
(RIATF7-MEID).
Department of Interior
and Local Government
(DILG)-7 Director Leocadio
Trovela, in his capacity as
chairman of the RIATF7MEID received the mayor’s
EO in the presence of several
government officials.
Witnessing the turnover proceedings were IATF
Deputy Chief Implementer
for the Visayas MGen.
Melquiades Feliciano; DILG
Assistant Secretary for
Public Safety and Security
BGen Alexander Macario;
DILG Cebu City OIC Atty.
Ian
Kenneth
Lucero;
Centcom
Commander
Roberto Ancan; PRO-7
Director Albert Ferro; CCPO
Director Josefino Ligan;
Col. Jerry Borja of Task
Force CBS; and Cebu City
Councilor Joel Garganera.

Prefer work than relief:
Labella hopes Duterte
addresses economy in SONA Bacayan dad Pepito
CEBU
City Mayor
Edgardo
Labella
said he was
eager
to
know how
President
Rodrigo
Duterte
w o u l d
handle the
economic
situation
of the country in the face
of the COVID-19 pandemic
when he delivers his State
of the Nation Address
(SONA) on July 27, 2020.
Labella said he was
satisfied by how the
national government had
addressed the pandemic,
but
would
wish
the
President also discuss “how
to help revive the country’s

economy as a consequence
of this COVID-19, which
has greatly affected the
business
community.
Businesses are hurting.”
Labella said that the
businesses
had
been
suffering through the long
quarantine,
which
for
Cebu City had reached four
months.
The mayor said he

hoped
the
President
would
reveal
how
the national
government
would
prevent further
unemployment provide
a
concrete
solution
to
the possible
economic recession in the country.
Various establishments
have closed due to the
quarantine and thousands
have lost their jobs as well.
The mayor reiterated
his
support
to
the
President
and
assured
the top executive of Cebu
City’s continued support to
the administration’s fight
against COVID-19.

BARANGAY Councilor
Winston Pepito of Bacayan,
Cebu City said his constituents would rather go back
to work than receive relief
goods from the government.
In an interview with
Cebu Business Week Pepito
said the economy of Cebu
City including his barangay
Bacayan is now on the edge
of collapse due to lockdown.
Pepito is a civic leader
who is a member of the Rotary Club of Cebu East, has
helped his constituents in
making both ends meet.
However, Pepito said
the private sector is helpless without government’s
full assistance because everybody has been affected
by lockdowns.
He said that since most
families experience scar-

city of food they would
rather go back to work
without fear of contracting
COVID-19.
On the other hand,
Pepito welcomed the announcement of the Department of Agriculture (DA) 7
Director Salvador Diputado
that the agency will provide
technology and seedling for
those interested in urban
gardening.
Pepito also welcomed
the proposal of Dr. Allan
Poquita, director of the
Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
for the conversion of pigpens and big water storage
for urban fish raising.
Pepito
said
both
government programs can
increase food production
which is needed to survive
in this pandemic. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Cebu City still processing docs for new cemetery
THE Cebu City Government may not be able to open
the public cemetery sooner
as it still has to submit several permits and documents to
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).
“The new Cebu City Public Cemetery may not proceed immediately as we need
to submit documents and
permits to the authorities before using it,” said Cebu City
Councilor Dave Tumulak on
July 23.
Tumulak said the city government is still filling up applications for environmental
compliance certificate (ECC)
and Special Land Use permits.
“Our ordinance mandates
us that we need to comply with
these documents and permits
before proceeding with the utilization of the land,” he said.
“We apologize for the
families who are seeking places to bury loved ones who
passed away due to COVID-19
especially those who cannot
afford to have their remains
cremated,” he said.

COVID-19 BURIAL SITE FOR PATIENTS WHO SUCCUMB TO COVID-19, AT SITIO CATIVES II, BARANGAY GUBA, CEBU CITY

The city government
and DENR agreed to use a
two-hectare lot in Sitio Baksan, Barangay Sapangdaku
to be utilized as cemetery for

COVID-19 victims.
DENR’s condition to City
Hall was to transfer the trees
that will be affected by land
development.

Tumulak said there is
no definite timeline yet pertaining to its public cemetery
project.
“As soon as we can get

the permits and submit the
necessary requirements, I
believe we are good to proceed with the development,”
he explained.

Stimulus package eyed for small businesses
A STIMULUS package
is now eyed by the Cebu City
government for small businesses as part of the “strategic programs” to revive the
local economy amid the coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
crisis
Mayor Edgardo Labella,
in his first State of the City
Address (SOCA) aired online
on Wednesday, said the city
government will be working
on the stimulus aid to create
jobs and help small businesses.
“We are now in the process of formulating strategic
programs to turn the economy around and address critical concerns,” he said.

MAYOR LABELLA DELIVER HIS FIRST STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS.

Labella said his administration’s focus is now on the

jobs and entrepreneurship,
educational support, health,

nutrition and sanitation.
“As we move forward, we
bank on important programs
that tackle health programs
in the new normal, boosting
the economy and grassroots
program,” he said.
In collaboration with
the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI),
the city government is set
to establish entrepreneurial
mentoring and upskilling for
displaced workers, as well as
attract investors and generate jobs.
“During this pandemic, we have been in constant
consultation with the business community, especially
with CCCI, to ensure that

business operations continue
especially on essential goods
and the free flow of goods
and workers,” Labella said.
This cooperation with the
private sector and the neighboring cities of Mandaue and
Lapu-Lapu allowed Cebu
City “to strategize on rapid
mass testing in three cities
and the gradual reopening of
businesses,” he added.
Labella assured a good
relationship with the business sector with the creation
of the Cebu Investment Development Concierge Center
that focuses on research, development and promotions,
concierge, and inclusive
growth.

COVID-19 survivors from BFP-Cebu City donate plasma
EIGHT personnel of the
Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP) in Cebu City who recently recovered from the
coronavirus disease donated their plasma to those
who are still suffering from
the contagion.
BFP – Cebu City, in

a statement released on
Thursday, July 22, said that
their plasma donation will
especially be given to those
who are suffering from severe and critical symptoms
of the virus.
“After weeks of fighting
COVID-19, personnel from

the Cebu City Fire Station
who already tested negative for the virus and were
already given clearance by
the Cebu City Health Department went to the Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical
Center to donate convalescent plasma to help our

fellow Cebuanos who are
now in a critical condition
because of COVID-19,” said
BFP – Cebu City.
Convalescent
plasma
therapy is among the highly
documented treatment for
COVID-19 which involved
infusing healthy plasma

from patients who successfully recovered from the
infection, into another patient.
BFP-Cebu City is encouraging other COVID-19
survivors to donate their
plasma to more COVID-19
patients to recover.
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The Academe

Some colleges may close
due to lack of enrollees
THE Commission
on Higher Education
(CHED) has been informed by some colleges that they might
close due to very low
enrolment.
CHED Chairman
Prospero de Vera said
that parents are worried for the safety of
their children amid
the coronavirus dis- CHED CHAIRMAN PROSPERO DE VERA
ease 2019 pandemic.
“The problem is, we crafting it,” De Vera added.
don’t have the policy on
De Vera said that some
school closures because private schools and local
COVID has not happened in governments were also
a long while, so we’re only confused about what to do

about schooling in areas that do not have
internet connection.
“But I am seeking
for guidance for the
private schools, in
particular, and the local governments kasi
because they do not
know what to do especially in those areas
that don’t really have
internet connection,”
he said.
He earlier proposed
that classes that will require
person-to-person interaction be moved to the second
semester.

DepEd: Displaced teachers
may work as tutors

schools
employing
THE Department
thousands of workers
of Education (DepEd)
are at risk of closure
said that teachers who
due to lack of enrollees
would be affected
amid the COVID-19
by the reported clopandemic.
sure of some private
Based
on
schools due to the
DepEd data, of the
COVID-19 pandemic
20,220,000 who encould work as tutors.
rolled for the coming
DepEd Undersecschool year, 200,000
retary for Planning
to 250,000 are stuand Operations Jesus
dents who transferred
Mateo said the departto public schools from
ment is now in talks
private schools.
with local governEducation
Secrements regarding the
tary Leonor Briones
hiring of unemployed
earlier said, as disteachers as tutors.
“If there are no DEPED UNDERSECRETARY FOR PLANNING cussed with President
Rodrigo Duterte and
adults that can super- AND OPERATIONS JESUS MATEO
the Cabinet members, they
vise the students during
the conduct of the distance dinating Council of Private are now considering to
learning, that’s where the Educational Associations have “limited” face-to-face
of the Philippines (COCO- classes in areas with low
tutors come,” Mateo said.
According to the Coor- PEA), some 400 private risk of COVID-19 infection.

AROUND THE WORLD
Tesla to build new Cybertruck factory in Texas
Tesla will build its $1.1 billion Cybertruck factory near
Austin, Texas, the electric carmaker’s chief executive, Elon
Musk, announced late on Wednesday.
The 2,000-acre site on the Colorado River is about 13
minutes from downtown Austin.
“It’s going to be an ecological paradise and open to the
public,” he said.
Tesla’s new Cybertruck and its heavy-duty Semi truck,
as well as the Model 3 and Model Y cars for eastern North
America, will be built at the Texas plant.
Texas Governor Greg Abbott welcomed the news.
“Tesla is one of the most exciting and innovative companies
in the world, and we are proud to welcome its team to the
State of Texas,” he said in a statement.
Canada court: US ‘not safe’ for asylum seekers
Canada’s federal court has ruled that an asylum
agreement the country has with the US is invalid because
America violates the human rights of refugees.
The Safe Third Country Agreement (STCA) requires
refugee claimants to request protection in the first safe
country they reach.
The STCA is a policy implemented to better manage
refugee claims and to avoid so-called “asylum shopping”
between countries. It was in place since 2004.
But it is also driving asylum seekers to make what the
Canadian government calls “irregular” crossings to avoid
being turned back at official border points.
A judge declared the deal unconstitutional due to the
chance that the US will imprison the migrants. The ruling
marks a major victory for Canadian immigration activists.
Lawyers for refugees who had been turned away at the
Canadian border had challenged the agreement, arguing
that the US did not qualify as “safe” for asylum seekers.
“We’re all too familiar with the treatment that the US
metes out to asylum seekers,” Maureen Silcoff, president of
the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers satd.
The 5,525 mile (8,891 km) US-Canada border is the
longest border between two countries in the world.
NoKor officials sacked for extortion
Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s leader has fired officials
building a hospital after they pressed the public for
contributions.
Kim fired a group of project managers, called the
construction coordination commission, for failing to
allocate a proper budget and sourcing equipment and
materials from ordinary citizens.
Pyongyang General Hospital was built on the 75th
anniversary of the founding of the Workers’ Party in
October as ordered by Kim, calling it a “top priority” to
improve public health amid the novel coronavirus.
“He severely rebuked them for burdening the people by
encouraging all kinds of ‘assistance’,” the KCNA state news
agency reported, calling the incident a “serious digression”
from party policy.
It was his second censure for the managers this
month. He earlier criticized them for causing delays with
“inattention” and violating unspecified anti-epidemic rules.
Kim praised builders on the project for making rapid
progress despite “difficult situations” but told the party
to “investigate the performance of the construction
coordination commission as a whole and replace all the
officials responsible”, KCNA reported.
North Korea has not reported any cases of the
coronavirus but has taken intensive prevention measures,
including a ban on gatherings, an order to wear masks and
mandatory quarantines for border workers.
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. The 20th of March is Snowman Burning Day? This strange holiday was spawned
by American and Swiss citizens to symbolize the end of the winter season.
2. Queen Elizabeth can’t sit on the Iron Throne from Game of Thrones? The ruling
monarch can’t sit on a foreign throne, even if it’s fictional, apparently.
3. Honeybees can get drunk on fermented tree sap? It affects bees in a similar way
that alcohol affects humans, causing flying accidents and making it difficult to
get back to the hive.
4. Melophobia is the Fear of music?
5. A group of vultures is called a wake?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go
for the great.”—John D. Rockefeller,
American oil industry business
magnate
“If you are not willing to risk the usual, you
will have to settle for the ordinary.”— Jim
Rohn, American entrepreneur, author
and motivational speaker

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“Fearlessness is like a muscle. I know from my
own life that the more I exercise it the more
natural it becomes to not let my fears run
me.” — Arianna Huffington, president
of The Huffington Post Media Group
“If you can push through that feeling of being
scared, that feeling of taking a risk, really
amazing things can happen.” — Marissa
Mayer, president & CEO of Yahoo!
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MAAYO AMONG RELASYON
NI LABELLA: RAMA
GIKLARO ni Cebu City
Vice Mayor Michael “Mike”
Rama nga maayo ang ilang
relasyon ni Mayor Edgardo C. Labella sukwahe sa
daghang mga intriga gikan
sa ilang mga kaatbang sa
pulitika.
Gani, matud pa ni
Rama, kanunay nga nikonsulta si labella kaniya ilabi
na sa implementasyon sa
mga proyekto batok sa pagkaylap sa Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19).
Matud pa ni Rama,
maayo ang resulta sa pagdumala ni Labella sa Siyudad sa Sugbo sumala sa
iyang State of the City
Address (SOCA) sa
miaging semana.
Niingon si Rama
nga ang nakaanindot sa administrasyon karon
ni Labella kay
kaalyado niya ang
mayoriya sa kon-

seho lakip na niya nga presiding officer, dili pareho sa
siya pa ang mayor nga ang
mayoriya sa konseho sakop
sa ilang kaatbang
nga partido ug
misungag sa
iyang
mga
plano.
Matud
pa ni Rama,
samtang
siya pa ang
bise mayor,
iyang

Tomas Osmeña niadtong
2016 tungod sa dakong tikas.
Sa iyang ikadung termino, 2013-2016,
Si Rama ang
mayor samtang si Labella ang
bise mayor. Karon
si Labella ang

MAYOR EDGARDO LABELLA & VICE MAYOR MICHAEL RAMA

mayor ug si Rama ang bise
mayor.
“Wala gyud idungog nga
kami ni Edgar (Mayor Labella) nagkasumpaki. Kanunay kami nagsultianay kon unsay ikaayop
sa dakbayan. Bahala na ang fake
news nga nag-intriga namo. Ang
importante nga
wala mi mag-away
ug nagkasinabot mi,”
matud pa ni Rama.
Gidugang ni Rama
nga siya nasubo nga
magpalandong nga dunay
mga tawo nga moingong
napalpak ang administrasyon ni Labella luyo sa
kamatuoran nga naningkamot pag-ayo ang mayor nga matabangan gyud
ang katawhan sa Cebu
City nga makalingkawas
sa problema sa
Covid-19. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Mga dapit sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
ipaubos sa granular lockdown
ISIP
kabahin
sa
gipahingusgang lampanya sa
Siyudad sa Sugbo,bayok sa
COVID-19mag implementar
kini og localized lockdowns
sa unom la mga dapit sa lima
ka barangay.
Ang gitawag nga localized
o granular lockdowns sugdan
na sa pagpatuman karong
Domingo, Hulyo 26. .
Ang 6 ka dapit sulod sa 5
ka barangays nga ipaubos sa
localized lockdown naglakip
niining mosunod:
• Sitio Eyha sa Barangay
Guadalupe
• Balaga Drive ngadto sa
Sitio Cekalco sa Barangay
Labangon
• Tuada Compound sa
Barangay Tisa
• Sitio San Isidro ug
Abellanosa Compound
sa Barangay Quiot
• C. Mina Extension sa

paninguhaon nga masuportahan gyud sa konseho ang
bisan unsang mga programa
ni Labella nga makaayo sa
katawhan hangtod sa
ilang termino sa
2022.
Si Rama ang
mayor sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
sulod sa duha ka
termino gikan sa
2010 ngadto sa
2016. Apan siya
napilde ni kanhi
Mayor

Barangay Mabolo
Ang tanang mga tawo
sulod sa maong dapit, lakip
na ang mga Authorized
Persons Outside Residence
kon APOR dili tugutan sa pag
gawas sa ilaha..
Suspendido ang mga
quarantine passes apan
hatagan sila og ayuda.
Molanat kini hangtod sa
14 ka adlaw.
Ang Executive Order
No. 085 giluwatan pinasikad
sa kasabotan nga nakabot atol sa tigum tali sa
kagamhanan sa City Police
Office sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
ug sa mga kadagkuan sa mga
apektadong barangays.
Ang
rekomendasyon
sa grupo giruki pag-ayo ug
giaprubahan sa Regional
Inter-Agency Task Force
(RIATF) niadtong Sabado sa
hapon, Hulyo 25.

Gamita ang Internet
sa negusyo: Calooy
ANG
Covid-19
pandemic nakaaghat
sa mga negosyante,
gagmay ug dagko,
pagsulod sa digital
space aron magpabilin ug makalingkawas
sa katalagman nga
nasinati karong panahona.
Gipahibalo
kini
ngadto
sa
Cebu
Businss Week ni Business
Leader Rey E. Calooy, ang
chairman sa Filipino-Cebuano Business Club (FilCeb).
Ang FilCeb dunay kapin sa 200 ka mga meyembro nga gi-categorize sa
Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) nga Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
Ang
MSMEs
naglangkob sa 95 percent
sa Philippine economy,
matud pa ni Calooy.

Niingon si Calooy nga
ang micro business dunay
puhunan nga P3 million
paubos; ang small P4 million ngadto sa P15 million; samtang ang medium
dunay capital nga P16 million ngadto sa P100 million.
Nagkanayon si Calooy
nga kadaghanan sa iyang
mga kaubang negosyante
nisulod na sa social media
aron makapadayon sa ilang
negosyo ilabi na nga istrikto ang border controls ug

padayong lockdowns
sa Cebu City ug Cebu
Province.
Sa samang higayon, giawhag ni Calooy ang katawhan sa
paggamit sa bisan
unsang lugar alang
sa pagpananom sa
mga utanon ug mga
tanaman para sa
herbal medicine.
Matud pa niya, ang kamunggay lang daan dunay
Vitamin A, B1, B2 ug B3.
Aduna sad kini antidepressant, antiviral ug antifungal properties nga makatabang arin dili kita madutlan sa Covid-19.
Gawas pa, ang kamunggay usa sa mga tambal nga
nalista sa Traditional Alternative Medicine Act
(TAMA) nga gipasar sa
Kongreso sa panahon ni
anhing Senador Juan Flavier. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

