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Students from private schools trooping to public schools: DepEd 7 chief
ENROLLMENT in public
elementary and high school
in Central Visayas for incoming school year 2020-2021
has already reached 1.8 million enrollees in or 94.59
percent of the target compared to the enrollment in
school year 2019-2020.
Director Salustiano “Sal”
Jimenez of the Department
of Education (DepEd) 7 said
the DepEd national target is
only 80 percent for schoolyear 2020-2021 because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. But the
DepEd in the region went beyond that already. The numbers will further increase because the opening of classes
was moved to Oct. 5, 2020.
“We are still open for
enrollment even though the
deadline was last July 16 because the classes have not yet
started. The first schedule to
start classes was on Aug. 24
but was extended to October
5. Every day the enrollment
is increasing,” Jimenez said.
Jimenez noticed that due
to the economic hardship
most families whose children
were enrolled in the private
schools in the past years,
transferred them to the public schools where education
is totally free.
He said public education

is now in demand. Rather
than having their children
stop school this year due to
lack of money, the best option is to send the children to
public schools.
He added that the teachers in public schools are continuously receiving salaries
from the government even
if there is pandemic or even
if classes will be suspended.
This is unlike private schools
where if there is no class,
teachers do not have income.
“The public school teachers don’t want to stop the
classes this year because they
have the passion to teach the
children,” Jimenez said.
Jimenez said all 19 divisions of the Department
of Education (DepEd) 7 are
now adapting modular printed materials for the school
year 2020-2021.
Jimenez told Cebu Business Week that they chose
modular printed materials as
the main modality to make
sure that all students, rich
and poor, can benefit this
year’s school system, compared to online classes.
“We cannot be sure of
the internet connectivity on
online classes. There is no
internet connection in the rural areas. Although there are

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
areas conducting dry run for
online classes, radio, or TV
instruction, but these are just
enhancements to our main
modality. What we are focusing on is the modular printed
materials where the rich and
poor students alike can benefit,” Jimenez said.
He said online class in
the rural areas or far-flung
barangays is impossible
since these areas have no
internet connections; hence,
most students cannot join
online classes. For parents
who can afford to have internet installed and buy electronic gadgets, they are privileged to enroll their children
in private schools.
Although, because of
Covid-19 pandemic several
parents whose children were
enrolled in private schools
cannot anymore afford
due to loss of jobs or
businesses.
“In public schools,
we are making sure
that every student
can avail of
whatever
ways we

teach them” Jimenez said.
As to distribution and
retrieval, the division offices
have several ways to deliver
printed materials to all students, even tapping the services of Local Government
Units (LGUs) down to the
barangay and purok levels.
Aside from that, the
school’s divisions like in Cebu
are being helped by LGUs and

Non-Government Organization (NGOs). Applicants for
teaching position are also
being tapped for the distribution and retrieval of modular printed materials.
“This time this is really
a bayanihan in educating a
child, and it takes a whole
village to help each other,”
Jimenez said.
Jimenez said DepEd is
still conducting dry runs on
the simulations they are working on to ensure that there are
no glitches in the implementation once the classes start on
October 5.

DEPED DIRECTOR SALUSTIANO “SAL” JIMENEZ
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Rama urges veggies, animal raising
in vacant land in Noah complex
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
a one-hectare land which is
part of the Noah Complex at
South Road Properties (SRP)
will be utilized for vegetable
farming and animal raising.
Rama said the one-hectare vegetable and animal
farm will be converted as a
model area for food production to maintain Cebu City’s
self sufficiency.
“This is part of our
Noah Complex program, to
increase food production
which is necessary in order
to survive from this Covid-19
pandemic,” Rama said.
Rama said this is organic
farming without using chemicals and chemical-based fertilizers.

VICE MAYOR MICHAEL RAMA

“Let’s go to the natural
way of farming especially
that using chemical causes
several illnesses,” Rama said.
Although the Noah Complex is managed by former

COUNCILOR PHILIP ZAFRA

Cebu City Councilor Joy
Pesquera, the entire farming
operation will be headed by
Cebu City councilor Philiip
S. Zafra, the chairman on the
Committee on Agriculture,

and assisted by former Congressman Jun Alcover, and
City Agriculturist Joelito Baclayon.
Rama said it will become
comprehensive. The guidelines will be set by Mayor Edgardo C. Labella.
For his part, Zafra said
he predicts food scarcity.
“We have to implement
a program for food security
and stability. Hence, we will
even have to convince owners of idle lands in Cebu City
to organize and convert their
properties to agriculture.
We will appropriate funds
for those who want to undergo agriculture trainings
and even offer scholarships
for students who want to
take courses in agriculture,”

Zafra said.
Zafra added that students who will finish courses
in agriculture may be given opportunity to till public
lands to produce food and
free from rental.
The 1 hectare at SRP is
only a model farm especially that this government land
has been idle for years now.
Zafra said they will plant
various kinds of vegetables
and raise chickens and domestic animals like goats and
pigs. It is really a demonstration farm where farmers
in 40 upland barangays can
replicate. They can even get
seeds, seedlings, or fertilizers and even animals for
backyard raising. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Consider loss of investor confidence: Tan
A MAJOR factor to consider in an economic recession is loss of confidence investors for fear of losing their
capital due to lockdowns.
Said businessman Philip Tan.
Tan, past president of
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
said that even his friend who

is on rice trading business has
decided to close permanently
due to lack of sales.
Tan said any businessman who fears losing investments due to lack of sales will
surely close his shop permanently. And the loss of jobs
will worsen the situation because Cebu and the country

are consumer-based area.
“If the people lose their
income hence, they have no
money to buy, and a business
firm who relies on sales will
surely go bankrupt,” Tan said.
The businessman said that
the closure of some businesses has resulted to further
lack of sales to those that are

still operating amid the lockdowns.
Tan said that even the government has not yet released
its promised loan assistance to
the business sector.
Due to pandemic, Tan
said the business sector is
now implementing a threeday a week for workers.

He said that the 16.5%
negative Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in the second
quarter is an indication that
there is scarcity of money circulation.
“We are technically on economic recession of which all
the people will suffer,” Tan
said.

Mayors are captains in anti-Covid response: Diamante
TUBURAN, Cebu Vice
Mayor Democrito “Aljun”
Diamante said like a vessel,
the ship captain in an LGU’s
response to the Covid-19
pandemic is the mayor.
The vice mayor and councilors among others support
the mayor’s programs in response to this calamity.
“There must be harmony
among all officials in the municipality or city in the fight
to stop this pandemic so the
people must have an easy
access to information especially on the protocols and
guidelines,” Diamante said.
Last month, three persons who were found to be
Covid-19 positive were released from Tuburan’s isolation center and were given P10,000 each by Mayor
Danilo Diamante. However,
vice mayor Diamante said
there are more persons af-

fected and are being helped
now.
“Everything is still under
control and there’s no need
to panic,” vice mayor Diamante said.
Tuburan is vulnerable
because Cebu province is under Modified General Community Quarantine (MGCQ)
hence, people come and go
and there are no more border checkpoints to check the
people coming in and out of
the town.
“Everybody must be vigilant as nobody knows who
the Covid-19 carriers in the
community are and we expect more people to become
positive,” Diamante said.
There is lesser problem
of Covid-19 transmission
in the mountain barangays
because virus does not say
long in warm areas. Secondly, people in the rural areas

TUBURAN VICE MAYOR
DEMOCRITO “ALJUN” DIAMANTE

have strong immune systems
and they are eating fresh and
organic food.
Diamante added that the
people in the rural areas are
much better economically
than those living in urban areas because they have plants
for food and are not paying
rentals compared to those in
the urban areas who have no
means of earning a living at

this time of lockdown plus
high cost of living.
Diamante urged all people living in thickly populated
areas in the city, especially in
the slum areas, to go home
to the provinces where they
originated from and help in
planting fruits and vegetables
to increase food production.
He said that even if life in
the rural areas is now luxurious. They can live with fresh
food, fresh air and do exercises. People in the farms can
even go out without wearing
face masks due to fresh air.
He also reminded the
people that by August 15 the
people are required to wear
face shield especially in public transportation. While it
is good to require the wearing of face shields in public
transport vehicles, it is not
necessary to require all people to wear that especially in

the neighborhood because
face masks is enough to prevent the spread of covid-19.
The face masks must also
qualify based on the standards set by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).
On the other hand, Diamante
said some experts said that
face masks that are made of
cloth is not effective although
it is washable. The medical
face masks are the best kind
of masks to wear.
Diamante also is against
putting of barrier on motorcycles because this is not necessary. Land Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 director Victor
Emmanuel Caendic said that
it is illegal to put barrier on
motorcycle pursuant to Republic Act (RA) 4136.
Diamante is also against
pursuing
school
year
2020-2021 because of the
pandemic.
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LTO 7 drive-thru registration serves 2K vehicles
THE first and only
drive-thru vehicle registration renewal in the Visayas
has served more than 2,000
motorists in its one month
of operations.
Land
Transportation
Office (LTO) 7’s drive-thru
registration renewal, which
located in its MVIC Complex
in Subangdaku, Mandaue
City, has renewed 1,113 motor vehicles and 1,299 motorcycle registrations as of
Tuesday, August 11.
LTO 7 regional director
Victor Emmanuel Caindec
said that the MVIC drive-thru facility for the vehicle registration renewal started last
July 6.
He added that the same
system came from Davao
City, “We are very happy
with the outcome of our
MVIC drive-thru especially
on its first month.”

The director said that
this system is very timely
especially with the continuing threat of the coronavirus
(Covid-19).
Mandaue City Council
passed a resolution allowing
the said drive-thru system in
the City last July.
City Councilor Nerissa
Soon-Ruiz who authored the
said resolution described
the system can eliminate
fixers and will minimize red
tape.
From July 6 till August
11, LTO 7’s drive-thru vehicle registration renewal catered 2,412 motorists who
don’t need to go to an office
to renew their registration.
Caindec added that in
less than an hour, motorists
can now get their certificate
of registrations without going out of their vehicles.
“One vehicle will take 45

to 50 minutes of processing.
Due to the slower Internet
connection in the past few

days, we are averaging at
least 1hr now. But average
transactions per day has

reached 150,” said Caindec.
This system is only applicable to the renewing vehicle registration and not for
new vehicle registrations.
The director also urged
all vehicle owners who were
given an extension for the validity of their registration following the pandemic, should
avail of the said service.
Vehicle owners should
bring a clear copy of their
certificate of registration
(CR) and official receipt
(OR), insurance certificate
of cover (COC), emission
test result, and stencils of
chassis no. and engine no.
The MVIC drive-thru facility in Mandaue City which
is the first and only drive-thru facility in the Visayas
offering renewal of vehicle
registration, operates from
Monday to Friday from 8
AM to 5 PM.

NBI-7 has new acting director Wage payment thru e-money accounts pushed
THE National Bureau of
Investigation in Central Visayas (NBI) 7 has a new head.
NBI-Bohol Chief Rennan
Augustus Oliva is the new National Bureau of Investigation
in Central Visayas (NBI-7) acting director.
Oliva said he received the
appointment papers signed by
the agency’s director Eric Distor last July 27. He formally
assumed office last August 10.
“I received the order, designating me as the acting regional director last July 27.
And I had to ask for a oneweek meeting up in Bohol on
the cases we handled, and the
turnover of properties,” said
Oliva.
Before his new designation, Oliva was NBI-Bohol
Chief for five years.
He replaced former NBI-7
director, Lawyer Tomas Enrile, who was reassigned to the
Office of the Director in the
agency’s headquarters in Ma-

nila.
“It was not only me who
was reassigned. There were
also others from different areas and regions in the country,” he added.
Oliva’s new role came at
a time when the country is
grappling with the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic.
He said that among the
investigations they would be
prioritizing would be involving unscrupulous individuals
taking advantage of the public
health crisis.
According to Oliva, NBI7 is currently investigating
over 30 complaints related to
the pandemic, which range
from illegal recruitment taking place to overpriced or fake
medical equipment.
He also urged the public
to report to their office people
who continue doing illegal activities and transactions amid
the COVID-19 crisis.

NEWLY-IBSTALLED REGIONAL DIRECTOR RENNAN OLIVA OF THE
NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (NBI) 7.

EMPLOYERS
should
now explore the use of
transaction accounts also
known as bank or e-money
accounts as a preferred
mode of the payment of
wages and other monetary
benefits of the workers.
“The use of transaction
accounts will also enable
the employers to pay
wages and other wagerelated benefits on
time and afford the
workers access to
formal
financial
services,”
DOLE-7
Regional
Director
Salome O. Siaton, said.
She added that in
the face of the pandemic,
a safer alternative mode
of payment of wages is
thru digital payments. This
method does away with
physical exchange of bills
and coins thereby reducing
physical
contact
and
minimizing transmission or
spread of Covid-19.
According to the Regional
Head, employers have several
options to choose such as
the Basic Deposit Account
(BDA); Electronic Money
(E-money); Financial Service
access points; PESONet; and
Transaction Accounts.
“Employers will have to
explain to their workers the
benefits of using transaction
accounts for receiving wages

and other remunerations.
There is also a need to
assist workers who have
no existing transaction
accounts in applying for
one,” said
Siaton.

Workers
with
existing
transaction
accounts
should be given the option
to receive their wages and
other monetary benefits in
their existing transaction
accounts
“Employers
could
require their partner banks
or EMIs to provide their
employees with information
on the features of their
transaction accounts and
updated list of nearest
financial service access
points,” added Siaton.
Financial service access

points refer to physical
touch points where clients
can transact their bank
or
e-money
account
such as making deposits,
withdrawals, bills payment
and fund transfer.
Siaton
further
said
that digital payment of
wages is the trend,
employers must also
ensure that digital
payments would not
entail
additional
fees or expenses
or diminution of
wages and other
monetary
benefits
that employees will
receive.
“This is definitely
not allowed,” she said.
Employers still have to
issue pay slips or records of
the payment of wages and
other monetary benefits as
well as the deductions for a
particular period.
It is not necessary for
employers to get in touch
with the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) for the
provision
of
reference
materials and for the conduct
of financial literacy seminars.
Secretary
Silvestre
H. Bello III issued Labor
Advisory No. 26, Series of
2020 that advances for the
payment of wages and other
monetary benefits through
transaction accounts.
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Live with the virus
With a national
leadership
pinning
their hopes on the
development
of
a
vaccine later this year,
Filipinos will have
to learn living with
Sars-Cov-2
or
the
coronavirus 2019 that
causes Covid-19 until
then.
We need to earn a
Weekly Notes
living until a vaccine Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
will be available to us.
Our livelihood ensures we and our families remain wellfed and we have adequate supplies. We must pay for the
electricity and water. Important today, we should have
reliable Internet.
Livelihood may be employment in a company. The
businesses we own. Or growing our own food in the
garden or the farm.
Meantime, we must remain healthy. The virus
remains out there. We must protect ourselves. The
masks, the face shields, the alcohol, the constant washing
of hands, and the social distancing must become our
standard practice.
We may respect the government leadership and
believe it is doing the right thing. It is also reality that
more and more lost their faith on people governing.
But my point is: the virus continues to be out
there whether we like it or not. We need to be careful
and vigilant. However, we cannot continue living on
whatever savings we have or on utang. The poor cannot
expect government to continue giving “ayuda.” Of
course, that is after they skim their “for the pocket,” “for
the boys,” and “for the boss.”
We need to earn an income. Thus, living with the
virus is a challenge to all.
While we hope government can get its act together,
often it cannot. Remember those Marcos years. Or that
month when Ruping hit us.
Morales
I cannot help but think about the Marcos dictatorship
seeing that photo of a cowardly and unreliable Ricardo
Morales sitting beside the dictator.
At that time, I was with activists who had this
agreement of enduring torture for three days before
considering the possibility of revealing anything to the
torturer. Thus, if one disappeared for three days, that is
the signal for the others to leave a safehouse or break up
a meeting and leave.
However, Morales quickly turned around because
of fear. At least Judas betrayed Jesus in return for
30 pieces of silver. The Judas treachery led to the
Crucifixion, Death, and Resurrection. The Morales
betrayal triggered Edsa 1.
I just find it ironic. President Duterte, who considers
the Marcoses allies, drags his foot in going after this
older, viler. and unreliable Morales. @anol_cebu in
Twitter
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Quality education a must
The Department of Education especially in Central Visayas deserves a
commendation for the 1.8
million enrollees so far despite the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, there are
concerns that DepEd needs
to look at.
For example, do we
have enough books for the
huge number of enrollees?
The problems during the
pre-Covid times also include a lack in school buildings, classrooms, desks,
and chairs. However, these
would not be problems anymore with blended learning. However, do we have
enough textbooks? Consider that the students would
not have access to their
school libraries anymore.
Perhaps our education
officials would point to
the modules prepared for
this blended education of
schoolyear 2020-2021.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Good, if amidst the
haste, quality these education officials can guarantee
quality.
Unfortunately
for
DepEd officials, the initial lessons they boasted
during test broadcast over
of television episodes on
state-run Intercontinental
Broadcasting Corporation
(IBC-13) and Solar Learning. However, photos showing a Grade 8 lesson went
viral as netizens slammed
what some described as
“painful” errors in the lesson.
The DepEd, to their
credit, immediately acknowledged the errors and
vowed to make improvements on its TV broadcast
content. However, the public must be assured of quality in the lessons. DepEd
must be guarantee that the
rush to make learning resources available amid the
pandemic has not compro-
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mised quality.
Thus, the plan of Sen.
Sherwin Gatchalian to conduct a Senate inquiry into
the quality of the lessons is
most welcome.
“We’ll probably have
another hearing on the
content aspect of distance
learning because quality
control is very important,”
Gatchalian said in a statement.
Gatchalian, who chairs
the Senate Committee on
Basic Education, Arts and
Culture, reiterated that the
reach of television makes
it a viable tool for distance
learning, especially for
those who have no available internet connectivity.
Nevertheless, the public should not be complacent that a senator has announced an inquiry. It is
the responsibility of both
teachers and parents to
look at the modules given
to the children.
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Trump orders US ban of WeChat, TikTok

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

US President Donald
Trump issued executive
orders banning any US
transactions with ByteDance, the Chinese
company that owns video-sharing app TikTok,
and Tencent, owner of
the WeChat app starting in 45 days. The orders come as the Trump
administration said this
week it was stepping up
efforts to purge “untrusted” Chinese apps from
US digital networks and
called the Chinese-owned

short-video
app
TikTok and messenger app
WeChat
“significant
threats.” China firmly
opposes the executive orders and will defend the
legitimate rights and interests of Chinese businesses, foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin told a media briefing on Friday. Wang said
the companies comply
with US laws and regulations and warned that the
United States would have
to “bear the consequences” of its action. The order would effectively ban
WeChat in the United
States in 45 days by barring to the extent permitted under applicable law,
any transaction that is
related to WeChat by any
person, or with respect
to any property, subject
to the jurisdiction of the
United States, with Tencent Holdings. (CNA/Reuters)

oOo
Thousands of British Airways staff will be
sent letters telling them
they have lost their jobs
on Friday (Aug 7), as the
airline pushes ahead with
a plan to cut employee
numbers by 29 per cent in
the face of bitter opposition from unions. British
Airways, owned by IAG,
said in April it would need
to axe up to 12,000 of its
42,000 staff to survive the
COVID-19 pandemic and
remain competitive. But
the plan has met fierce resistance from cabin crew
union Unite which said on
Friday it would also keep
fighting against pay cuts
for existing staff. BA said
that 6,000 employees had
decided to take voluntary
redundancy, while thousands of others would receive a letter in the coming days to tell them their
fate. Following a selection
process, staff will hear

whether they still have
a job or not, and if they
do, whether they will be
required to accept a new
contract or stay on their
old one. BA is currently
only flying about 20 per
cent of its normal schedule and burning through
20 million pounds per
day. (Reuters)
oOo
The Southeast Asian
Regional
Center
for
Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture
(SEARCA) is set to support the coconut industry development plan of
Quezon Province in the
areas of value addition to
coconut products, linkages of the farmers to
the market, and farmers’
organization. This was
discussed in a meeting
among representatives of
SEARCA and the Quezon
provincial
government
to level off expectations
and determine the next

steps to collaborate to
realize the Quezon provincial government’s vision of a market-driven
coconut industry with
empowered and resilient farmers engaging in
profitable coconut-based
enterprises contributing
to inclusive and sustainable agricultural development. SEARCA Program Head for Research
and Thought Leadership Pedcris M. Orencio said the Office of the
Provincial Agriculturist
(OPA)-Quezon presented
its program which aims
to establish provincial
nurseries for high-yielding coconut varieties, replace senile coconut trees
with high-yielding varieties, and increase coconut productivity through
proper cultural management and fertilization.
(PIA-4A/SEARCA)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Macapagal’s Campaign and Cebu Portland Cement turnover

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

September 8—PRESIDENT Macapagal arrived
in Barili, Cebu, shortly
after noon from Toledo City where he landed
from the Philippine Navy
destroyer escort Rajah
Soliman in the first leg
of his two-day stump of
Cebu province.
He was met by Mayor
Librada Pace and a large
crowd. The President arrived there with Representatives Tereso Dumon,
Manuel Zosa, and Maximino Noel, and senatorial candidates Tecla San
Andres-Ziga and Manuel
Cuenco. The President

had lunch at the residence
of Mayor Pace.
Earlier, the President landed in Toledo
City where he was met by
Cebu officials headed by
Nacionalista Gov, Francisco Remotigue. After a
Te Deum in Toledo City
church, the President addressed a rally on the city
plaza.
He batted for Social
Security
Administrator
Rene Espina whom he
will formally proclaim
as Liberal gubernatorial
candidate in Cebu City
tomorrow night.
Mayor Marcel Barba
of Toledo City also met
him. In Pinamungahan
the President was met
by Nacionalista Mayor
Emilio Lumontad, Jr. and
accompanied him to the
town plaza where he addressed another rally.
From
Pinamungahan President Macapagal
proceeded to Barili town
with whistle stops in
Aloguinsan. From there,
the President is scheduled to proceed to Samboan where he will conduct
a public rally tonight. He

is also scheduled to stay
there overnight.
From Barili he will
pass
through
Alcantara, Moalboal, Badian,
Alegria, Malabuyoc, and
Ginatilan. He is scheduled
to proceed to Cebu City
tomorrow night where he
will be met by the First
Lady, who is scheduled to
fly in from Manila.
September
9—THE
President started his second and final political
campaign in the heavy
voting province of Cebu
early this morning in
Samboan, where he spent
the night in the residence
of Mayor Florencio Rusiana.
From Samboan the
President moved northward with whistle stops
in Santander, Boljoon,
Dalaquila, Argao, Oslob,
Alcoy, Sibonga, Carcar,
Naga, Minglanilla, Talisay, and San Fernando
before entering Cebu City.
In Naga, the President met the First Lady
who arrived from Cebu
City earlier. The two witnessed the formal turnover ceremonies of the

Cebu Portland Cement
plant to the Apo Cement
Corporation.
The President, along
with Cebu LP officials,
was welcomed in Cebu
City by a large crowd
which lined the city’s
streets to witness his arrival.
The
President
is
scheduled to address a
rally in Freedom Park,
where he will proclaim
Rene Espina as the LP
candidate for governor of
Cebu.
After the rally President Macapagal is scheduled to sail for three islets off Surigao tomorrow
and Wednesday.
President Macapagal
declined to comment on
a report that the Philippines and Indonesia were
plotting a new joint move
to block the formation of
a Malaysia federation.
He told newsmen in
Naga this afternoon that
he had not received an
official report of the matter from Foreign Affairs
Secretary Salvador P. Lopez.
September 10—Pres-

ident Macapagal had a
comparatively restful day
today on the third day of
his third campaign tour
of Visayan and Mindanao
provinces. He held only
two major public rallies,
one in Lionga, Surigao
del Norte, and the other
in Tandag, Surigao del
Sur, this afternoon.
The President normally
averages
eight
speeches a day in his political sorties to support
Liberal Party candidates
in the November elections. Aside from a lighter schedule, the Chief Executive also travelled by
ship, frog-leaping from
one town to another, instead of going overland
through rough and dusty
roads.
The President was met
by a large crowd led by
Rep. Vicente Pimentel on
Arrival at the wharf in Lionga this evening aboard
the RPS Rajah Soliman.
After acknowledging the
cheers of those who welcomed him, the President
proceeded to the town
plaza for his second public rally of the day.

6

Cebu Business Week

August 17 - 23, 2020

OPINION

A case of rape through force and intimidation

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I have been writing
about the corona virus since
it has created havoc not in
the entire world. But this
week, I would be sharing
a legal issue away from the
pandemic.
A client, who is alleged
to have committed a multiple case of rape perpetrated
through force and intimidation, was required to submit a memorandum for the
grant of his bail. During the
bail hearing, the prosecution presented evidence that
the accused allegedly committed it using intoxicating
drinks. The prosecutor in
the case is very knowledgeable on criminal cases as he

came from ranks of reputable police officers. However,
his hands are tied with the
lone witness he presented.
His predicament came
when the evidence on hand
is different from what is
stated in the information
filed. Can he present evidence other than what is alleged in the information?
For us to fully understand
the issue, the crime of rape
as defined in under Art 266A of our Revised Penal Code
is committed the following
manner: Article 266-A.
1) By a man who shall
have carnal knowledge of a
woman under any of the following circumstances:
a) Through force, threat,
or intimidation;
b) When the offended
party is deprived of reason
or otherwise unconscious;
c) By means of fraudulent machination or grave
abuse of authority; and
d) When the offended
party is under twelve (12)
years of age or is demented, even though none of the
circumstances
mentioned
above be present.
2) By any person who,

under any of the circumstances mentioned in paragraph 1 hereof, shall commit an act of sexual assault
by inserting his penis into
another person’s mouth or
anal orifice, or any instrument or object, into the genital or anal orifice of another
person.
In that case, the information states that the rape
was committed through
force and intimidation or
under par (a) but the prosecution presented evidence
on related to par. (b). deprived of reason or otherwise unconscious. Could the
prosecution do this?
The Supreme Court answered in negative.
In PEOPLE OF THE
PHILIPPINES, Plaintiff-Appelle vs. JUAN RICHARD
TIONLOC y MARQUEZ,
Accused-Appellant G.R. No.
212193, The court said:
“When the evidence fails
to establish all the elements
of the crime, the verdict
must be one of acquittal of
the accused. This basic legal
precept applies in this criminal litigation for rape.”
The elements of the

crime were contained in the
information. This was read
by the accused during the
arraignment. The arraignment of the accused and the
reading of the information
where the accused shall enter his plea whether for a
plea of guilt, or not guilty.
The facts recited In the
Information determine the
crime charged
It is apparent that there
is a discrepancy in the designation of the crime in the
Information (rape by sexual
assault under paragraph 2
of Article 266-A of the RPC)
and the recital in the Information (rape through sexual
intercourse under paragraph
1 of the same provision of
law). However, this discrepancy does not violate appellant’s right to be informed of
the nature and cause of the
accusation against him. As
ruled correctly by the RTC,
the allegations in the Information charged appellant
with rape through sexual intercourse under paragraph 1
of Article 266-A of the RPC
and said allegations or recital in the Information determine the nature of the crime

committed. “[T]he characters of the crime is not determined by the caption or
preamble of the Information
nor from the specification of
the provision of law alleged
to have been violated, but
by the recital of the ultimate
facts and circumstances in
the complaint or information.”
It has been ruled repeatedly that in criminal litigation, the evidence of the
prosecution must stand or
fall on its own merits and
cannot draw strength from
the weakness of the defense.
The burden of proof rests on
the State. Thus, the failure of
the prosecution to discharge
its burden of evidence in this
case entitles appellant to an
acquittal.
The reason behind this
ruling is the fact that arraignment of the accused vest the
court jurisdiction and allowing the prosecution to present evidence other that what
is stated in the information
would violate his right for
due process as guaranteed in
the Constitution.
Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Terrible and terrifying PhilHealth officials

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

When President Rodrigo
Roa Duterte signed the law,
R.A. 11223, otherwise known
as the Universal Health Care
(UHC) Act, it was lauded as a
new dawn for health care and
prescribes
complementary
reforms in the health system
in the country paving the way
in enrolling all Filipino citizens’ inclusion in the National Health Insurance Program.
The law was a consolidation of House Bill 5784 and
Senate Bill 1896, the precur-

sors of UHC. It expanded the
coverage to include free medical consultations and laboratory tests and guarantees equitable access to quality and
affordable health care services for all Filipinos, either
as direct or indirect contributory members.
“This means that all Filipinos can use the promotive,
preventive, curative, rehabilitative and palliative health
services they need, of sufficient quality to be effective,
while also ensuing the use of
these services does not expose them to financial hardship”, according to Senator
Joel Villanueva, one of the
co-authors of the Bill.
Under the General Appropriations Act of 2020
(GAA), the budget allocated
for health and social services
is Php800 billion and this
includes the Php173 billion
budget for UHC.
It was stated in the report
that it was a concerted effort
of the country’s parliamentar-

ians and stakeholders to pass
the UHC bill. Two years in the
making of dedicated political
and technical work.
But the reported alleged
financial irregularities at the
state-run Philippine Health
Insurance Corp. (PhilHealth)
involving top officials of the
agency depleted funds due to
anomalies and highly questionable transactions. This
include the network switchers that cost only P62,000 but
were bought for P320,000,
the agency’s information and
communication
technology (ICT) was overpriced by
P374, among others, are very
troubling.
Lawyer Thorrsson Montes Keith, recently resigned
agency’s consultant revealed
that a “mafia” in PhilHealth
operates and involved in defrauding the government by
no less than P15 billion over
the years. Allegedly, claims
for unnecessary procedures
for dialysis and ophthalmology amounted to P154 billion

have been going around for
years and continuously unabated.
Reportedly, thousands of
ghost patients and the 5,000
plus PhilHealth members averaging 130 years of age, still
claimed benefits are other
worrisome issues.
PhilHealth is dubbed as
the mother of all scams, bigger than anything in the Bureau of Customs (BOC), the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) or the so-called anomalies in water concessions, according to an insider.
But alas and alack, it was
never mentioned in the latest
State of the Nation Address
(SONA) of President Duterte,
the insider added.
“Workers and their dependents are gravely concerned over the fate of the
hard-earned blood money
they invested in PhilHealth
in the face of serious allegations of corruption within the
health insurance provider,
remarked the spokesperson

of the biggest trade union organization, the Associated Labor Unions (ALU), an affiliate
of the Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP), Allan Tanjusay.
Consistent reports of
depleting funds due to corruption with the agency over
the years are very troubling
because of government inaction. The actuarial funds
anomaly comes at a time of
massive scale health crisis
when members need it most,
added Tanjusay.
The state-run insurance
agency received contributions of P123.5 billion from
the hard-earned money of its
53.8 million members. And a
reported, they agency could
go bankrupt by 2022.
Thus, workers demand a
top to bottom reforms of PhilHealth system particularly on
how it is managed and operated in serving its members
well and in keeping its funds
grow, echoed Tanjusay of
ALU-TUCP.

Cebu Business Week

August 17 - 23, 2020

7

BUSINESS

Congress bicam clears way
for telcos’ cell towers
THE bicameral conference on the proposed Bayanihan 2 bill has cleared the way
for the early installation of
cell towers in the country.
The bicameral conference
committee adopted a proposal of Senate Minority Leader
Franklin M. Drilon suspending permits sought by telecommunications companies
(telcos) for three years.
The bicameral conference committee (bicam), led
by Senator Juan Edgardo
M. Angara and House Deputy Speaker Luis Raymund
Villafuerte, adopted Drilon’s
proposal to suspend certain
permits for three years, except the building permit,
during the panel’s first meeting on Friday to reconcile the
disagreeing provisions of the
Senate and House versions of

the proposed Bayanihan 2.
Drilon noted that there
are about 29 to 35 documentary requirements and permits before a single tower
could be built in a subdivision, barangay or town.
These permits include
consent of the neighbors,
barangay resolution, certificate of non-coverage, zoning
clearance, height clearance,
radiation evaluation studies,
building permit, a city or municipal resolution, occupancy
permit, mayor’s permit, memorandum of agreement with
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)-NIPAS, among others.
“With this amendment,
we can address this complex
process that hinders the country from being at par with
our neighboring countries in

terms of internet speed and
connectivity. It is deplorable
that the Philippines continues
to have one of the slowest internet connections in Southeast Asia and even among Asia
Pacific countries,” Drilon said.
“Internet today has become a basic commodity. It
is a tool that we can utilize
for work and education as we
deal with the pandemic. Many
businesses today are heavily
dependent on the internet.
Hence, we must do everything
to improve our telecommunication infrastructure which
telcos have agreed to readily
provide,” Drilon said.
Drilon stated that reliable
and faster telecommunication
service is what the government
needs to successfully implement the Department of Education’s (DepEd’s) online and

SENATE MINORITY LEADER FRANKLIN M. DRILON

blended learning strategies.
“The three-year reprieve
period would give telcos suf-

ficient time to complete the
infrastructure required to improve their services,” he said.

SEC orders BOSS Network to stop luring investors
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has issued an order directing
Building Our Success Stories
Network, Inc. (BOSS Network) from luring investors
into a fraudulent investment
scheme posing as a multi-level marketing program.
SEC
directed
BOSS
Network to immediately
cease and desist from
further engaging in the sale
and/or offering for sale of
securities until the requisite
registration statement is duly
filed with and approved and
the corresponding permit to
sell is issued.
The SEC further ordered

BOSS Network to refrain
from
transacting
any
business involving funds in
its depository banks, and
from transferring, disposing,
or conveying in any manner
all related assets to forestall
grave damage and prejudice
to all concerned and to
ensure the preservation of
the assets for the benefit of
the investors.
The
cease
and
desist order covers the
corporation’s directors and
officers, namely Rommel
Q. Tabaniag, Raquel G.
Argote, Ramon C. Tabaniag,
Jojie O. Servan and Ailyn
Marigh F. Lim, as well as

representatives, salesmen,
agents and all persons
claiming and acting for and
in their behalf.
The order also extends to
101Upper Class Corporation,
which
operates
the
unauthorized
investment
scheme
called
BOSS
Ultimate Program (BOSS
UP) in collaboration with
BOSS Network.
A p p r o p r i a t e
administrative and criminal
actions await those acting
as solicitors, information
providers, salesmen, agents,
brokers or dealers for BOSS
Network
and
101Upper
Class, the SEC warned.

The Commission issued
the cease and desist order
after finding BOSS Network
to have solicited investments
from the public under a
scheme promoted in social
networking sites as a multilevel marketing program for
personal care products.
Member-investors also
earn points from buying the
packages offered and from
recruiting people. The points
supposedly
correspond
to incentives such as allexpenses-paid trips abroad,
as well as luxury timepieces
and cars.
BOSS Network registered
as a corporation in March

2018 primarily “to engage
in direct selling of goods and
merchandise to consumers.
”However, its certificate
of incorporation explicitly
provided
that
“the
corporation shall not solicit,
accept or take investments/
placements
from
the
public neither shall it issue
investment contracts.”
“It is clear that BOSS
Network
is
soliciting
investments from the public
in the guise of operating
a multi-level marketing
business, with a promise of
guaranteed high return of
investment,” the Commission
noted.

Lifting of border restrictions to revive foreign tourism arrivals
THE Department of
Tourism (DoT) projects the
revival of foreign visitor arrivals in the country in 2021
once border restrictions have
been eased.
Tourism Undersecretary
Benito Bengzon Jr. said once
travel barriers are lifted, the
DoT will start engaging its
top tourist markets like South
Korea, China, Japan, and the
United States to kickstart the
revival of the tourism industry.
The move is included in

the Tourism Response and
Recovery Program (TRRP)
which serves as a roadmap
for the recovery of the tourism industry in the next two
to three years.
The DoT and other private stakeholders are currently fighting for its supposed
P10 billion financial aid under
the Bayanihan to Heal as One
Act or Bayanihan 2 measure,
which has been realigned to
fund tourism infrastructure
development.
The sector is now appeal-

ing to the bicameral conference committee to reconsider
the amendments made in line
with their needs.
Among the focus areas of
TRRP include the continued
assistance to tourists affected by the implementation of
quarantine protocols and capacity-building for tourism
workers though reskilling
and up-skilling trainings and
implementation of measures
that support the needs of
destinations and businesses
in the “new normal” which

includes ensuring that tourism destinations comply with
global safety and sanitation
standards.
Bengzon also said that the
shift to modified general community quarantine (MGCQ)
of some local destinations
will also help the revival of
domestic tourism economy.
Among the top travel activities that emerged in the
survey are visiting beach destinations and going on road
trips, with Boracay, Siargao,
and Baguio City as the top

choices.
He said many respondents expressed optimism in
traveling as the five-month
lockdown had caused anxiety
to them.
With this, the DoT wants
to ensure that all its concerned stakeholders will receive the financial assistance
to carry out the plans.
“The instruction of Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat is to make sure
tourism stakeholders will recover again,” he said.
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DSWD lack of transparency hit
THE Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 7 need to be
transparent in the distribution of Php 3,000 cash assistance to the people of Alaska.
Mambaling, Cebu City
Barangay Councilor Anne
Marie Vestil Palomo told
Cebu Business Week that
DSWD 7 gave food to people who signed they received
money during a recent distribution operation.
Palomo said the DSWD
provided “Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situation”
with the list of people who
can receive cash assistance
was referred by Sen. Christopher “Bong” Go.
Palomo said it was clear

MAMBALING COUNCILOR ANNE MARIE VESTIL PALOMO

that the assistance was in
a form of cash as stated by
the office of Go. However,

when DSWD 7 distributed
the money, some people of
Alaska will need to sign the

payroll for Php 3,000 cash
assistance but were only given food packs.
Palomo said the DSWD
7 personnel told the beneficiaries that if a family has
already received the Php
6,000 Social Amelioration
Program (SAP), they will
only get food packs. However, Palomo said several others including some barangay
officials and employees received Php 3,000 cash when
they also received SAP.
This
time,
Palomo
said that for transparency,
DSWD 7 must show them
the updated master list and
payroll of qualified beneficiaries of the Assistance to
Individuals in Crisis Situa-

tion so the people will know
the real score.
Palomo said the people
of Alaska, Mambaling, Cebu
City are complaining now of
misinformation, alleged favoritism and politicking in
the selection, disbursement,
and distribution of the said
assistance from the national
government.
She said the mechanics
were not properly disseminated resulting to massive
confusion and dismay.
“Who qualifies for the
Php 3,000 cash assistance
and who decides for that?
These are important questions so we can establish accountability,” Palomo said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Provide mountain barangays with water, urges Mabatid
CEBU City Councilor Niña Mabatid said the
mountain barangays should
be provided with sufficient
and abundant water supply
for the people’s farm and
households,
independent
from any water district.
Mabatid, who is the
chairperson of the Committee on Employment and
Livelihood in the Cebu City
council, told Cebu Business Week the water system
can be by community and
can be operated by a concerned barangay or through
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) scheme.
She said the first thing
to do is to look for water
sources including water

catchment in every barangay so that rain waters will
be preserved and will not
flow directly to the sea.
“It is important that this
dreamed water systems to
supply water for human consumption and farming to increase food production will
be realized during our term
of office,” Mabatid said.
Mabatid discovered that
small water suppliers in
Mindanao are successful in
supplying cheap and affordable water to the communities, to the people.
She coordinated with
former
Department
of
Agriculture (DA) Secretary Manny Piñol to give
her guidance or technical

CEBU CITY COUNCILOR
NIÑA MABATID

knowledge on how to bring
these community water
projects to Cebu City.
“I want those water

projects in Mindanao to be
replicated here,” Mabatid
said.
Mabatid said Piñol assured her that he will send
technical people to develop
water sources in Cebu City
and distribute it to the people.
Mabatid said once the
group of Piñol can make
final recommendation for
these water projects, she
will file a resolution in the
Cebu city council headed
by Vice Mayor Mike Rama
seeking implementation of
such water systems in the
mountain barangays to support their livelihood.
Earlier,
Rama
said
that it has been his dream

to build water dams in all
the rivers in Cebu City and
neighboring areas to preserve rain water and increase the aquifer.
Mabatid said Rama
knows better because he has
been a City mayor for six
years. She only wondered
why these projects did not
push through when water
supply is a long problem in
Cebu City.
“Water is life, and we
have to make this a priority
project,” Mabatid said.
It is now time to make a
legislation that would give
the people in the mountain
barangays the legal base to
create their own water system. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Council okays creation of botika in barangays
CEBU City Councilor Philiip S. Zafra said his ordinance
creating the “Botika ng Bayan”
in each of the 80 barangays
was approved by the Cebu City
Council in its special session
last August 14, 2020.
Zafra said the Cebu City
Government shall allocate
Php 1 million for the Botika
ng Bayan in each of the seven
clustered areas in Cebu City.
Zafra added that the Department of Health (DOH)
will also give a counterpart of
the same amount. So, this is
a joint program between the
Cebu City Government and

DOH.
Zafra said this is one of
his campaign promises to establish one pharmacy in every
barangay when he ran for city
councilor in the May 2019
Elections.
“I thank all my colleagues
in the Cebu City Council for
supporting my ordinance as
they saw the importance of
this edict in helping our constituents during this Corona
Virus Disease (Covid-19) pandemic,” Zafra said.
“We want that there is
ready and accessible medicines
in every barangay particular-

ly for the senior citizens and
those who are facing hardships
in life, especially since, most of
the family bread winners have
no income because of lockdowns,: Zafra added.
Zafra said the main thrust
is to adhere to the Accessible
and Cheaper Medicine Act
passed by Congress in 2008.
There may be some medicines
that are for sale and cheaper
compared to other pharmacies, but there are also medicines which can be given free
especially those maintenance
against hypertension, anti-rabies, among others.

“So, there are medicines
that will be provided to the
people for free and other medicines which are for sale but
are cheaper in accordance
with the law,” Zafra said.
If there are medicines
which are for sale, the prices
should be subsidized by the
government.
The ordinance creating
Botika ng Bayan is also in connection with our dreams to
provide free anti-rabies vaccines to the people, he said.
In relation to that, Zafra also wants to take into account some suggestions that

irresponsible dog owners who
allow their dogs to go astray
shall be punished.
This should also be a lesson
to dog owners to keep their dogs
away from other people to avoid
untoward incidents of biting.
Zafra said it is also important to have a government doctor who will issue the prescription to the constituents who will
buy from the Botika ng Bayan.
“The ball is now in the
hands of the Cebu City Executive Department to issue
guidelines to finally implement Botika ng Bayan,” Zafra
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Cebu City SK officials’ subsidy passed
THE Cebu City Council
has passed and approved
an ordinance on third
reading granting allowance
to Sangguniang Kabataan
(SK) councilors, secretaries,
and treasurers in the 80
barangays in the city.
This was announced by
Councilor Jessica Resch,
SK Federation president
in the city through the SK
Federation Facebook page.
Resch is the proponent of
the ordinance.
Under the ordinance, the
SK councilors, secretaries,
and treasurers will receive
P2,000 monthly subsidy
released quarterly in the year.
The SK officials must
submit
the
necessary
requirements
including:
attendance
reports
on
sessions;
government
trainings; and SK Federation
activities; accomplishment
reports; proof of payment of
annual dues to the federation;
minutes of meetings and
session; and any documents
that serve as an official excuse
for absences of the said
activities.
The SK chairperson of
each barangay is excluded in

the subsidy as they receive
an honorarium from the
barangay similar to that of
barangay officials.
The SK chairperson is
tasked to endorse the SK
officials who will receive the
allowance to the barangay
chief of their respective
barangays and the city
government.
The SK Federation will
be the primary implementer
of the ordinance with
the guidance of the City
Treasurer’s Office and the
City Council.
Councilor Resch assured
the public that accountability
measures have been set in
place in the ordinance to
ensure only performing SK
officials will receive their
allowances.
The council approved the
ordinance during the special
session on August 14, 2020.
It now awaits the signature
of Mayor Edgardo Labella for
the implementation.
Once Mayor Edgardo Labella
signs the ordinance, it will be
immediately
implemented
following the establishment
of an implementing rules and
regulations (IRR).

COUNCILOR JESSICA RESCH

Tax amnesty ordinance for Cebu City passed
THE Cebu City Council
has passed on third reading
the Tax Amnesty ordinance
which would provide tax relief to delinquent taxpayers of
real property taxes (RPT) and
business taxes from the year
2019 and before.
Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia, the main proponent of the ordinance, said
the amnesty would encourage delinquent taxpayers to

settle their taxes while the
amnesty was in effect, and
consequently, this would increase the tax collection of
the city this year.
“Today, the city councilors crossed party lines and
approved in mass motion my
ordinance granting amnesty
to taxpayers on interest, penalties, and surcharges arising from their failure to pay
real property taxes, business

taxes, and all other fees and
charges due and demandable,” he said.
In the Tax Amnesty ordinance, the delinquent taxpayer has two ways to pay off
the penalty including all basic
taxes they owed up until 2019
in a one-time payment.
However, they must pay
on or before December 2020
to avail of the waiver of all
penalties incurred in the

years of the delinquency.
The second option would
be for the taxpayer to sign up
in a payment plan, and the establishment will pay only 10
percent penalty for the years
of delinquency, the percentage of which will be taken
from the basic tax of the year
of delinquency.
The establishment must
also pay a downpayment of
25 percent of the amount they

owe to the city government.
Garcia said that the ordinance was a collaboration of
the council members since all
members helped formulate it
with their inputs.
The long-awaited ordinance was passed en masse
by the council in the special
session on August 14, 2020
and is now awaiting the signature of Mayor Edgardo Labella to be implemented.

APORs concerns on use of COE with police, IATF
ALMOST all of the Authorized Persons Outside
Residence (APOR) in Cebu
City were already issued
Certificates of Employment
(COE) by their respective
employers.
Despite of that, they
still have difficulty getting
past police checkpoints and
even some were arrested for
traveling outside of their
designated work shifts.

Those with shift schedules that are reflected on
their COEs are also faced
with difficulty when buying
essentials during their free
time because they are questioned by the police why they
are outside of their homes
when they are not yet scheduled to report for work.
Mayor Edgardo Labella
said he will raise the concerns of the APORs with the

police and the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF).
Police Colonel Josefino
Ligan, director of the Cebu
City Police Office (CCPO),
said that the requirement
on the presentation of a
COE by those identified as
APORs that include frontline workers and Business
Process Outsourcing (BPO)
personnel is specified in Executive Order No. 86, which

Labella signed earlier.
On August 3, Ligan suggested that Labella also incorporate in his EO the need
to specify in their COEs the
APORs’ work shifts.
“As long as there is an
executive order on that, we
will be the one to implement. Or if it will be included in whatever executive
order issued by the Mayor,
we will enforce that,” Ligan

said.
Section 2B of EO No. 86
states that “no other IDs or
passes specifically exempting persons from community quarantine shall be
required of workers or permitted establishments and/
or offices without prejudice
to requiring the presentation of other documents
establishing the nature of
their work.”
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The Academe
Colleges, universities to open
classes as scheduled
REPUBLIC
within the priAct No. 7722,
vate education
also known as
sector. Teachthe CHED law,
ers, administraallows colleges
tors and other
and universities
school personto exercise acanel sought difdemic freedom,
ferent innovasuch as opening
tive approachof classes.
es to support
Commission
learners’ educaon Higher Edution continuity,”
cation (CHED)
COCOPEA said,
chairman Prosstressing
pripero de Vera III
vate schools “resaid colleges and
mained steadCHED
CHAIRMAN
PROSPERO
DE
VERA
III
universities are
fast” in preparnot required to further reing for the initial opening on
vise and delay their school
This academic year, stu- Aug. 24.
year opening.
dents will have their learnCOCOPEA said private
De Vera said Republic ing at home to avoid possi- schools are ready to deliver
Act No. 1148, which the de- ble exposure to COVID-19.
education without comproferment of school opening
In a related development, mising the health and safety
falls under, only covers K-12 the Coordinating Council of the students and school
and Department of Educa- of Private Educational As- personnel and without dition (DepEd).
sociations (COCOPEA) said minishing the government’s
Recently, DepEd moved the private school sector “is plan to suppress and control
the opening of classes from ready” for opening as the transmission of the virus.
August 24 to October 5 as Philippine education system “In fact, many private
more time is needed to pre- shifts to distance learning.
schools have already opened
pare to transition to distance
“The COVID-19 pan- their school year since July
learning.
demic inspired innovation 2020.”

Leaner curriculum
in the pandemic: DepEd
THE academic curriculum for school year 20202021 will be leaner compared to previous years.
This was disclosed by
the Department of Education (DepEd) as the educational system adjusts to the
coronavirus pandemic.
DepEd Undersecretary
for Curriculum and Instructions Diosdado San Antonio,
said this curriculum will only
have 5,000 competencies or
40 percent of about 14,000
competencies in the curriculum in previous years.
“We have streamlined
the curriculum. We have reduced it. We only are paying
attention to the most essential, foundational, most consequential competencies,”
San Antonio said.
“We are still retaining
the standards. What we
have done is to really make

DEPED UNDERSECRETARY
DIOSDADO SAN ANTONIO

sure that the most important
skills and competencies are
fully developed,” he added.
The opening of classes

which was previously set on
Aug. 24 was recently moved
to October 5 this year.
DepEd is offering several options for distance
learning, including the use
of printed and digital modules, online classes, television, and radio.
San Antonio bared that
the first week of the school
year will be spent for orientation to address various issues, including parents who
may not be “confident and
competent to provide academic guidance to their children.”
“We are encouraging
learning support aides, volunteers who may be able to
extend the assistance that
would be required so that
the child, especially [for] the
early grade learners and the
struggling learners in the
higher grades,” he said.

AROUND THE WORLD
Amazon launches online pharmacy in India
Online retail giant Amazon has launched an internet
pharmacy in India, marking its entry into the country’s online
medicine market.
Amazon Pharmacy will make its debut in Bangalore and it
may be trialed in other Indian cities.
The move comes as the online drugs business has been given
a major boost during the coronavirus pandemic.
This year US technology giants have invested billions of
dollars in the Indian economy.
The Amazon Pharmacy service offers prescription, over-thecounter and traditional Ayurveda medication as well as basic
health devices.
“This is particularly relevant in present times as it will help
customers meet their essential needs while staying safe at home,”
an Amazon spokesperson said.
Amazon started its move into pharmaceutical retailing
in 2017. The following year it bought US-based home delivery
medications startup PillPack.
At the end of last year, the company introduced its Amazon
Pharmacy branding to PillPack’s service.
In January, Amazon filed to trademark the name Amazon
Pharmacy in the UK, Australia and Canada.
Earlier this year, Amazon’s chief executive Jeff Bezos
pledged to make major investments in India.
Amazon has set ambitious plans for expansion in the world’s
largest democracy, where it has invested some $6.5bn (£5bn).
Like rival US retailer Walmart, it sees major growth potential in
the fast-growing economy.
China launches ‘Clean Plate’ campaign
China has stepped up measures to reduce food waste, after
President Xi Jinping called the amount wasted “shocking and
distressing”.
The “Clean Plate Campaign” comes after Mr Xi highlighted
that Covid-19 had “sounded the alarm” on food waste.
He added that China had to “maintain a sense of crisis about
food security”.
It also comes after weeks of mass flooding across southern
China which left farms wrecked and ruined tons of produce.
State TV also criticized livestreamers who filmed themselves
eating large amounts of food.
President Xi is portraying the “clean waste campaign” as a
move to help the international community during the pandemic,
but in reality China has for years had ambitions to cut the waste
generated by its 1.4bn citizens.
The amount of food China wastes is enough to feed 30 to 50
million people annually. So aggressive tactics have been necessary
to reshape the way people think about their consumption habits.
The Shanghai model has since been rolled out to other cities.
London’s West End biz needs gov’t “urgent support”
London’s West End was “UK’s economic and cultural
powerhouse” employing one in 10 Londoners.
In a letter to the prime minister however, West End mayor
Sadiq Khan said footfall in the West End is currently 63% lower
compared to this time last year, according to figures from the
New West End Company.
In Mr Khan’s letter to Boris Johnson, he set out eight
proposals which he said would ensure the West End could
survive, including extending the business rates holiday beyond
the end of March next year and creating a financial aid scheme
for London’s businesses.
Commenting on the letter, the mayor said London had
been the “economic engine of the UK” for decades, with the city
accounting for a quarter of the UK’s total economic output.
“In the face of a perfect economic storm, our businesses
need urgent and sustained support from government to ensure
they can survive,” he added.
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Do you know that…
1. In Japan, Ronald McDonald is called “Donald McDonald”? The Japanese people find
it difficult to pronounce the name.
2. The Pokémon Hitmonlee and Hitmonchan are based on Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan?
The third Pokemon, Hitmontop is named after a lesser known martial artist, Larry Top.
3. Ketchup was a medicine in the early 1800s? American Dr. John Cooke Bennet in 1834
added tomatoes to ketchup, adding many vitamins and antioxidants to the sauce then
branded it as a medicine to cure Diarrhea, Indigestion, Jaundice and Rheumatism.
4. Yuma Myotis is a species of bat and the name for a group of yuma myotis is called a
cloud?
5. Judeophobia is the Fear of Jews?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“Life’s Challenges Are Not Supposed To
Paralyze You, They’re Supposed To Help
You Discover Who You Are.” — Bernice
Johnson
Reagon,
song
leader,
composer, and social activist

Unli Lechon and Seafoods at Jam’s
Lechon and Seafood Haus only
P250 located at SRP Baywalk near
Malacañang sa Sugbo and Cebu City
Hall opens 5 pm till 12 am. Contact
+63 927 872 1514 and 09188465286
for more info

“When we least expect it, life sets us a
challenge to test our courage and willingness
to change; at such a moment, there is
no point in pretending that nothing has
happened or in saying that we are not yet
ready. The challenge will not wait. Life does
not look back.” – Paulo Coelho, Brazilian
lyricist and novelist
“There are two types of people who will tell
you that you cannot make a difference in
this world: those who are afraid to try and
those who are afraid you will succeed.” —
Ray Goforth, director of strategy and
partnerships at Spredfast
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GCQ ANG DAKBAYAN SA SUGBO
HANGTOD AUGUST 31
ANG dakbayan sa Sugbo magpabilin ubos sa general community quarantine
(GCQ) hangtod sa katapusan
sa buwan sa Agosto.
Si Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque nipahibaw niadtong Sabado,
Agosto 15, 2020, sa quarantine status sa dakbayan ingon
man sa lalawigan sa Sugbo.
Gihangop ni Mayor Edgardo Labella ang desisyon
sa Inter-Agency Task Force

(IATF) sa pagpabilin sa dakbayan ubos sa GCQ sa laing

16 ka adlaw.
“Okay para nako nga

GCQ usa ang dakbayan sa
Sugbo. Mapadayon nato ang

pagpatuman sa health protocols ug malimitahan ang
paggawas sa mga tawo,” nagkanayon si Labella.
Matod ni Labella moluwat siya og bag-ong Executive Order aron paglatid sa
mga pamalaod nga ipatuman samtang ang dakbayan
nagpabilin sa GCQ hangtod
Agosto 31.
Ang mayor mipasidaan
nga ang Covid-19 anaa pa gihapon.

Satellite Dialysis Center sa dakbayan sa Sugbo mo-operate na
DILI pa lang dugay, nipahigayon ang dakbayan sa Sugbo og virtual signing sa Memorandum of Agreement alang
sa pagsugod na sa operasyon
sa Satellite Dialysis Center nga
nahimutang diha sa SM Seaside ning dakbayan.
Ang maong Satellite Dialysis Center gitagana gyud alang

sa mga kabus nga kaigsoonan.
Si Mayor Edgar Labella,
pinaagi sa iyang Facebook page,
niingon nga “mapasalamaton
kaayo kita sa SM Prime
Holdings Inc. sa paghatag og
luna alang sa maong pasilidad
ug sa atong mga tinugyanan
sa Department of Health sa
Central Visayas ug Vicente

Face shields gimando sud
sa mga korte sa Cebu City
A N G
mobisita sa
bisan asa nga
korte sa dakbayan sa Sugbo kinahanglan na nga
magsul-ob og
face shields.
Si Executive Judge
Macaundas
Hadjirasul
sa Regional
Trial Court
sa dakbayan
sa Sugbo, miluwat og memorandum niadtong Agosto
15, 2020, nga nagmando sa
tanang court staff, opisyales,
empleyado, kawani, tiggamit
sa korte ug mga otorisado nga
bisita sa pagsul-ob og face
shields samtang anaa sa sud
sa Cebu City Hall of Justice
(CCJH).
Matud ni Hadjirasul, ang
dugang patakaran nahasubay
sa Supreme Court Circular
No. 41-2020.
Nagkanayon usab si Hadjirasul nga ang gipatuman

nga protocol
sukad
pag
Agosto 1 sa
dihang unang gibutang
ang
dakbayan sa Sugbo sa ubos sa
general community quarantine (GCQ)
padayon nga
iimplementar.
Kini
naglakip sa
pag limit gidaghanon sa nga
bisita nga tugutan sa pagsulod sa mga korte sa dakbayan,
pagdili sa walk-in nga pagpakisayod, hangyo, ug transakyon.
Kini nagpasabot usab nga
lima lang ka tawo ang tugutan
nga mutambong sa civil nga
kasal, apil na niini ang kaslonon.
Ang CCJH nagawhag sa
mga mubisita sa mga korte
sa pag sulat sa ilang information sa dili pa mosud, alang sa
contact tracing.

Sotto Memorial Medical Center
nga maoy moduma sa dialysis
center.”
Sigun ni Labella, mopahigayon ang city hall og formal
blessing aron nga makasugod
na pag-serbisyo ang maong
pasilidad sa mga kabus nga
dialysis patients.
“Giisip kini nga pilot proj-

ect ug posible nga sundon isip
modelo ang atong dakbayan
sa pagtukod unya og susamang pasilidad sa ubang bahin sa atong nasod, ilabi na
sa provincial hospitals,” nagkanayon ang mayor.
Nitunol usab si Labella
sa iyang pasalamat usab kang
Sec. Charlie Galvez, Iloilo Con-

gresswoman Janette Garin,
Presidential Adviser for the
Visayas Michael Dino, Presidential Adviser for Entrepreneurship Joey Concepcion ug
Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry President Felix
Taguiam sa ilang dakong suporta sa paghatag katumanan
niining maong proyekto.

Pagpangrehistro sa mga botante
karong Septyember 1, 2020
ANG
Commission
on Elections (Comelec)
nipahibawo
nga
ang
pagpangrehistro sa mga
b o t a n t e
ipadayon na
usab karong
Septyembre
1,
2020,
gawas
sa
mga
lugar
nga ubos sa
enhanced
community
quarantine
(ECQ)
ug
modified
enhanced
community
quarantine
( M E C Q )
tungod
sa
COVID-19 nga pandemya.
Ang Comelec niingon
nga ang voter registration
ipahigayon sa mga lugar
ubos sa general community
quarantine (GCQ) ug modified general community
quarantine.
Ang
pagpangrehis-

tro magsugod sa alas 8 sa
buntag ngadto sa alas 3 sa
hapon, Lunes hangtod sa
Sabado adto sa Office of the

Election Officer.
“Among giawhag nga
ang
mga
downloaded
forms paga pil-apan sa dili
pa muadto sa buhatan sa
Comelec, apan ang maong
mga forms kinahanglan
pirmahan atubangan sa
election officer,” matud sa

Comelec.
Ang mga forms mahimong i-download gikan sa
www.comelec.gov.ph.
Ang Comelec
muimplem e n t a r
usab sa mga
health protocols, sama
sa pag limit
sa gidaghanon sa mga
tawo sud sa
buhatan sa
Comelec,
pagsul-ob sa
face masks ug
face shields
ingon
man
pagdala
sa
kaugalingong
ballpens.
Ang voter registration una
nang gisuspenso niadtong
Marso 9, 2020 tungod sa
pagsugod sa coronavirus nga
sakit. Gilugwayan pa gyud
kini sa pipila ka higayon, ang
katapusan karong Agosto 31,
2020.

