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Mayor thanks all sectors of Cebuanos for cooperation
“FLATTENING the curve
is an achievement of the entire city with cooperation
from all sectors, especially
the residents.”
Mayor Edgardo Labella
made this happy statement
and thanked the Cebuanos
for their cooperation.
He urged his constituents
to continue to cooperate with
the government in its efforts
to maintain the low number
of Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) active cases.
Now that Cebu City has
flattened the curve, it should
work to keep it that way.
“We need to take this as
a challenge. We need to be
more vigilant and maintain
the health protocol because
we have to continue flattening the curve,” said Labella.
Labella also reminded
the public that no matter
what quarantine status the
city is in, the virus remains.
Only cooperation can deter
its spread.
As of August 20, 2020,
there was an impressive dive
of active cases in the city
from 9,419 to 1,270.
The positivity rate had
dropped to a mere 4.1 percent.
The positivity rate is
based on the number of pos-

itive results in comparison to
the number of samples tested.
The city mayor also expressed his thanks to Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu, the overseer of the
IATF in Cebu for putting
great effort to contain the
dreaded pandemic.
Cimatu for his part said
that Cebu City’s success
strategy is now being replicated in Metro Manila, which
is seeing a rise in COVID-19
cases.
“They are saying, ‘Look
at what is happening in
Cebu, let us follow.’ Cebu
City has become a ‘by-word’
for them,” said Cimatu
Retired Major General
Melquiades Feliciano, the
deputy chief implementor of
the Interagency Task Force
(IATF) in the Visayas, also
attributed this plunge to the
institutionalization of the
clustered efforts from the
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) to the barangays
in dealing with positive and
possible COVID-19 cases
These are the intensified
contact tracing, household,
and granular lockdowns
upon swabbing of the subject patient, clustered isolation of the patients based

By: BEBIE H. BAQUERO
on the symptoms, and the
increased monitoring in the
barangays.
“It is really a joint effort.
But in the past six days, we
noticed that the transmission
has shifted to the workplaces,” said the retired general.
With the opening of
some businesses where more
people could gather, it is to
be expected that the transmission would shift to these
areas.
Labella also lauded Feliciano for going an extra mile
and meeting with the business owners and the Land
Transportation and Franchising Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) to discuss how the
spread could be managed at
the workplaces and in the
public or private shuttles
that employees would use to
travel.
On the other hand, Cebu
City Councilor Joel Garganera, the deputy chief implementor of the EOC in Cebu
City, told workers that they
should wear face mask. They
are even discouraged to eat,
drink, or talk on the phone
while on transit in the shuttle.
Garganera said the Cebu

City Transporation Office
(CCTO) will monitor even
these private shuttles to
check if the passengers are
following the health protocols.
In a related development, Police Brigadier General Albert Ignatius Ferro,
director of the Police Regional Office in Central Visayas
(PRO – 7) expressed his concern about Cebu City’s eventual downgrade to the most
relaxed form of community
quarantine.
“We need to come up
with a good assessment first,
so we can get viable recommendations and for the
other members to
talk the pros and
cons in lowering
(to MGCQ),”
said
Ferro
made his
statement
a f t e r

Labella expressed optimism
that the city be placed under
MGCQ. It is currently under
a stricter GCQ which is
expected to last until August
31.
Ferro said the city’s previous experiences should
be a lesson and reminder to
everyone that changing the
quarantine statuses needed
careful review.
“We really have to come
up with a (thorough) assessment. It should not be an instant move. We don’t want
to go back to ECQ, and we
don’t want to follow other
areas who recently were reverted back to MECQ
(modified ECQ),”
he added.
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Negative GDP
in 3rd quarter
maybe worse
THE president of the
Filipino-Cebuano Business
Club (FilCeb) said the negative Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in the third quarter
of 2020 may be worse than
the second quarter’s negative
16.5 percent.
FilCeb President Rey E.
Calooy presented his forecast to Cebu Business Week
based on the fact that 65 percent of the country’s economy is in Metro Manila which
is still under Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ).

The rest of the country like Metro Cebu share
the other 35 percent of the
economy and is under General Community Quarantine
(GCQ).
“So, if the government
locks down the major hub of
the industry, other areas will
be affected because the main
offices of businesses are in
Metro Manila,” Calooy said.
He said what happened
to the economy now may
have been milder had the
Philippine leaderships followed the American system.

When the United States
of America (USA) controlled
the Philippines, the deployment of the economy in strategic places of the country
was good. The tobacco plantation was in Ilocos region,
banana plantation in Davao
due to the absence of typhoon, pineapple and coffee
plantations were in Cagayan
de Oro City and Bukidnon
because the soil is suitable,
and the coconut plantation
in Leyte.
There was economic
mapping and agricultural

FILCEB PRESIDENT REY E. CALOOY

aid from 1901 down to the
1970s. However, in the past
20 years, businesses were
concentrated in Metro Manila leaving the countryside
stagnant.
“The Philippines then
was the largest exporter
of coffee and cacao in the

world, next to Brazil. But
Switzerland was the number one chocolate exporter despite having no cacao
plantation. The Philippines
never became a chocolate
exporter even though it has
cacao products,” Calooy said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

BOC-Cebu collects P1.77B in mid-August
THE Bureau of Customs
(BOC) Port of Cebu has collected more than P1.771 billion from August 1-19, 2020
despite the Covid-19 pandemic that has paralyzed
businesses since March this
year.
BOC Port of Cebu Acting District Collector Charlito Martin Mendoza said the
collection target for August
2020 is P2.239 billion. The
bureau now needs to collect

about P467 million in the remaining five working days of
August to achieve the monthly goal.
On the other hand, Mendoza has issued an alert order last August 20, 2020
against the two 40-footer
vans of imported materials
of GRR Trading for possible
misdeclaration in violation
of Section 1400, Customs
Management and Tariff Act
(CMTA).

ACTING DISTRICT COLLECTOR,
CHARLITO MARTIN MENDOZA

GRR Trading declared
that the two container vans
contain imported umbrellas,
tables, cabinets, and chairs
from China which arrived
Cebu last August 19.
If the shipments will be
found to be “as declared,” the
BOC will release it immediately after payment of duties
and taxes, and compliance of
necessary documents.
However, if the shipments will be found to have

contained other than the
declared items, these will be
issued a Warrant of Seizure
and Detention (WSD) by the
district collector for seizure
and forfeiture hearings.
If the BOC Port of Cebu
will find violations of CMTA,
the goods will be forfeited
in favor of the government
and the items will be sold for
public auction, as non-traditional income of the government. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

LTO 7’s Malasakit Lounge gets green light
THE Malasakit Lounge of
the Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7 along N. Bacalso Avenue, Cebu City was approved
by Assistant Secretary Edgar
Galvante, the chief of the agency.
LTO 7 Director Victor
Emmanuel Caindec told Cebu
Business Week that while the
ground floor of the building is
allocated to Malasakit Center,
the second floor is being temporarily occupied by the Cebu
City Medical Center officials,
doctors and staff during their
meetings.
The LTO 7 building at N.
Bacalso Avenue was not any-

more occupied by officials and
staff since licensing was transferred to SM Seaside at South
Road Properties.
“The Malasakit Lounge
will turn one year this coming
October and we are glad that
Asec. Galvante approved this
initiative as our way of giving
back to the public,” said LTO
7 regional director Victor Emmanuel Caindec.
LTO Office Order 2020095 signed by Galvante was
dated back March 29.
The director aims to provide convenience to all senior
citizens, persons with disabilities, pregnant, lactating wom-

LTO DIRECTOR VICTOR CAINDEC

en, and diplomatic officials in
getting new driver’s license
while enjoying the said lounge.
The place was also the

meeting venue of the Cebu
Province Association of Accredited Cooperatives (CPAAC) for
months before the city was hit
by the Covid-19 pandemic.
“So far, this is the only
Malasakit Lounge in the whole
of LTO offices in the country
and we hope to establish more
in other islands in the region
before President Rodrigo
Duterte ends his term of office
in 2022,” added Caindec.
Last April, LTO 7 turned
over its Malasakit Lounge
to Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) which served as temporary quarters of the hospital’s frontliners.

“The Malasakit Lounge
served a total of 80 healthcare
workers of CCMC, from April
and May. Now, since we are already under General Community Quarantine where public
transport is no longer a challenge, CCMC already turned
over the Malasakit Lounge to
us,” said the LTO 7 director.
Now a portion of the Malasakit Lounge will be utilized
as LTO 7’s Driver’s Education
Center.
“We already have the go
signal from Asec. Galvante, we
are just finalizing everything
before we can start offering our
DEC to the public.”
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Take out spaghetti wires, Guardo urges
CEBU City Councilor
Jerry Guardo said 60 percent of all the wires of telecommunication companies
and television networks are
unserviceable so the owners
must take it out soon to remove eyesores.
Guardo, the chairman
of the Committee on Infrastructure of the Cebu City
Council, said these companies must be responsible
enough to remove their unserviceable lines otherwise
the public will continue to
see “spaghetti wires.”
“This problem of spaghetti wires has been there
for more than twenty years
and now the Cebu City Government is strongly advocating to take it away from
public view,” Guardo said.
Guardo found out that
the telcos and TV networks
cut the lines to disconnect
subscribers who failed to
pay and just left the unused

wires hanging in posts.
On the other hand,
Guardo said he will also review the records on the real
owners of the old posts that

are being used by telcos and
TV networks to determine
responsibility
especially
that there were posts that
fell down causing damages

to the public.
Guardo said he received
reports that these old wooden posts were used by the
Visayan Electric Company

(VECO) when this power
distribution utility (DU)
was owned by the late former Cebu Provincial Board
Member Antonio Garcia de
Escaño.
However, when the
VECO ownership was transferred to the Aboitiz family,
the DU modernized their
power lines with concrete
posts and rented out the
wooden posts to telcos and
Skycable.
Guardo said if the telcos
and Skycable really rented
the wooden posts to VECO,
then the Cebu City Government must have a share of it
for the period equivalent to
not less than 20 years.
“I will raise that issue to
the Cebu City Council and
the Infrastructure committee. The government must
have shares from any income derived from this,”
Guardo said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

PB backs appeal for workers in Cebu province
THE Cebu Provincial
Board supports the appeal
of the business sector for the
national government and its
line agencies to extend financial support to Cebu Province workers affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Board Member Glenn
Anthony O. Soco told Cebu
Business Week that last July
7, the various business groups
in Cebu jointly passed a resolution asking for capital help
from the National Government to revive the once vibrant Cebu economy.
These are the Cebu
Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (CCCI), Mandaue
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI), Cebu Chinese-Filipino Chamber of
Commerce (CCFCC), Mactan Export Processing Zone
Chamber of Exporters and
Manufacturers (MEPZCEM),
Philippine Retailers Association (PRA) Cebu Chapter,
and the Hotels, Resorts and
Restaurants Association of
Cebu (HRAC).
Soco said the joint resolution stated that those hardly
hit by lockdowns because of
the Covid-19 pandemic are
the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)

PB MEMBER GLENN SOCO

and some medium industries
which are on the brink of
bankruptcy.
In Cebu Province alone,
Soco said, thousands of workers, mostly breadwinners,
formal and informal alike are
displaced and distressed due
to loss of income. The workers noticed that their employers who were forced to close
shop because of lockdowns
cannot sustain business operation due to lack of capital
plus lack of sales.
“My separate resolution in the provincial board
likewise appeals for grant of
financial packages to both

workers and employers who
are affected. They believe that
only the government can provide them loans without interest to reopen operation,”
Soco said.
They requested Presidential Assistant Michael Lloyd
Dino, Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE),
Department
of
Finance
(DOF), Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) and the
Social Security System (SSS)
to champion and advocate
the concerns of the business
community in Cebu Province
in order to survive. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Fines for allowing passengers without face shields
DIRECTOR
Eduardo
Montealto Jr. of the Land
Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 7 said operators and
drivers of Public Utility Vehicles (PUVs) will be fined once
they will allow passengers to
ride without face shields.
Montealto told Cebu
Business Week that a fine of
P5,000 will be slapped for the
first offense, P10,000 for the
second offense and P15,000

for the third offense plus franchise suspension or cancellation.
Montealto said passengers should not necessarily
buy face shields if they know
how to make one. They are
not required to buy but are
required to wear a face shield
and a face mask while in public transport.
“A passenger must wear
face mask and face shield as
double protection. According

to science, face shield plus
face mask plus social distancing equals ninety-nine
percent prevention against
Covid-19,” Montealto said.
He said wearing of face
shield is mandatory on PUVs.
If a person is riding a privately-owned vehicle, wearing of
face shield is not compulsory.
Montealto added that because the order to wear face
shield came from the Department of Transportation

(DOTr), it includes sea vessels and aircrafts.
On the other hand, passenger buses are mandated
to require their passengers to
undergo thermal scanning,
bring disinfectant like alcohol and step on a disinfectant
box.
Now that Cebu Province
is under the Modified General Quarantine (MGCQ) and
Cebu City, Mandaue City and
Lapu-Lapu City are under

GCQ, the temporary starting points of buses in Cebu
are: Talisay City for Southern Cebu and Consolacion for
Northern Cebu.
On the other hand, Montealto said the temporary
minimum fare for the first
four kilometers is P9.
“This fare maybe ordered
back to the original P8 once
we are in the new normal,”
Montealto said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Flattened curve
Cebu City residents
should be glad that we
have, in the words of
Mayor Edgardo Labella, “flattened the curve.”
This means we slowed
down the spread of
Covid-19 so our health
system would not be
overwhelmed.
I am glad the mayor did not just hog the
Weekly Notes
spotlight to himself, Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
contrary to the spin of
pro-Labella trolls. He thanked Sec. Roy Cimatu and the
others.
But flattening the curve does not mean the crisis is
over. The virus is still out there. Although we need to
learn how to live with the virus in a manner that new infections must remain low.
Can we do this on our own? Of course, we can. We
should be vigilant and maintain the health protocols even
if City Hall would fail us again.
But Mayor Labella should do his part and not just
claim credit for what worked. For instance, Cebu City
Hall messed up again in giving out the salaries for the job
order employees.
COUNCIL
Let us remind the respected members of the Cebu
City Council, both majority and minority councilors, of
their responsibility to demand an accounting of the P1.9
billion released to the executive department to combat
Covid-19.
Vice Mayor Mike Rama had been vocal about this.
However, he seems to forget every time he presides a
Council session. Di lang way klaro moistorya tawn. Limtanon na sab ang tiguwang.
WATER
Metro Cebu residents, not just in Cebu City, comply
with the stay at home order. However, thousands need
to stay up late to wait for their faucets to spatter some
water. Water is a must for constantly washing the hands
the whole day.
This is a result of the failure of Mayor Labella’s chosen men at the Metro Cebu Water District (MCWD).
What has Joey Daluz achieved so far? Distributed
water in various communities using trucks? How about
distributing water using the pipes and faucets?
Despite this failure, MCWD continues to collect as if
water regularly flows from its system. Daluz should realize
that distributing water using trucks leads to violations of
social distancing and, eventually, the spread of the virus.
BELTRAN
Mayor Labella, to maintain credibility, should not shy
away from admitting failures. The case he and Police Director Ferro filed against Bambi Beltran was dismissed.
Beltran, in the process, gained international recognition
for what the mayor and the PNP official did.
However, the mayor and his police chief seemed eerily silent on this issue. @anol_cebu in Twitter

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK

Editorial

Uphold the constitution
Some 16 million Filipinos voted for President Rodrigo Roa Duterte during
the 2016 elections. One of
the reasons was his advocacy for a change from a
unitary system to a federal system. He was the only
one who sought a change in
the political system.
This way, the argument
goes, the country’s income
will be better distributed
among the local governments and the local economies.
Of course, one counterargument involved the
strengthening of local political dynasties like the
Dutertes of Davao, the
Marcoses of the North, and
the Romualdezes of Leyte.
During the first year
of the Duterte administration, the momentum for
federalism grew. The sense
then was achieve federalism through constitutional
means. To speed up the pro-
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cess, there was a consensus
for turning Congress into
a constituent assembly to
amend the constitution.
However, the momentum slowed and eventually
stopped as the local elections of 2019 approached.
It seems the enthusiasm of
Duterte partisans was not
shared by most local politicians.
At the Lower House,
the struggle for leadership between the camps of
Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez
and Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo took hold
during Duterte’s second
year.
Senators, even administration allies, were not
keen on diluting the power
of the Senate.
Today, remnants of the
once mighty group of Duterte loyalists called MRRD
regrouped and desperately
pushed for federalism. This
time however, the mode
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of change was through the
declaration of a revolutionary government.
Apparently, the MRRD
failed to consider that the
Filipino people want government to provide leadership as the country wades
through
the
desperate
times of Covid-19. The people prefer this rather then
waste government energy
and resources on federalism. These loyalists cannot
wait, may even doubt, a
fresh mandate for the president’s successor.
Most of all, they failed
to grasp that most Filipinos
prefer upholding the constitution.
Previous efforts focused
on tinkering with the basic
law through constitutional means. But declaring a
revolutionary government
means directly doing away
with the constitution. The
Filipino people today will
uphold the constitution.
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China-US trade talks resume

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The US and China are
due to resume trade talks
in the coming days that last
took place in January before
tensions escalated. The two
economic superpowers have
been embroiled in a trade
war since 2018 that has damaged the world economy.
In January both countries
agreed to ease restrictions
imposed on imported goods
from each another. However, relations have become
increasingly strained in the
last six months over a wide
range of issues. US President
Donald Trump has clashed

with China recently over
two Chinese apps, TikTok
and WeChat, which could
be banned in the US over
national security concerns.
This is the latest sticking
point between Washington
and Beijing; others include
China’s new national security law for Hong Kong, communications firm Huawei
and the origin of the coronavirus. These clashes come on
top of the already-sensitive
trade relationship between
the world’s two biggest economies.(BBC)
oOo
Hong Kong cut its economic outlook for the year,
saying a recovery from recession depended on how
fast it can get a new wave of
coronavirus infections under control. The territory’s
government revised its full
year gross domestic product
forecast to a contraction of
6 per cent to 8 per cent from
the earlier estimate of a 4 per
cent to 7 per cent contraction.
Its economy shrank 9 per

cent in the second quarter,
the fourth straight quarter
of year-on-year decline for
the Asian financial hub. The
contraction was in line with
advance estimates released
by the government and was
just a shade better than the
9.1 per cent fall in the preceding quarter. The overall
economic situation had stabilised somewhat during the
quarter, especially in May
and June when the coronavirus was largely under control. But a resurgence in the
number of cases recently is
likely to produce more damage.(CNA/Reuters)
oOo
US factory output increased more than expected
in July, boosted by a surge
in motor vehicle production,
though activity remained below its pre-COVID-19 pandemic peak. The Federal
Reserve said on Friday that
manufacturing
production
rose 3.4 per cent last month
after advancing 7.4 per cent
in June. The third straight

monthly gain left factory output about 8 per cent below
its level in February. Economists polled by Reuters had
forecast manufacturing output would increase 3.0 per
cent in July. While businesses
have reopened, new coronavirus cases continue to spread
across the country, keeping
a lid on demand. Manufacturing, which accounts for 11
per cent of the US economy,
was struggling even before
the pandemic hit the nation,
a casualty of the Trump administration’s trade war with
China. Lower crude prices
as global economies buckle
under the coronavirus strain
have also undercut spending
by oil producers on drilling
and shaft exploration equipment. Business spending on
equipment has declined for
five straight quarters, the longest such stretch since 2016.
(CNA/Reuters)
oOo
Hard hit by the COVID-19
pandemic, Malaysia’s gross
domestic product fell by 17.1

per cent in the second quarter of 2020. According to the
Department of Statistics, this
was the Malaysian economy’s
worst performance since the
height of the Asian financial crisis in 1998. Central
bank governor Nor Shamsiah
Yunus said in a press conference on Friday (Aug 14)
that the sectors worst hit by
the pandemic were tourism,
manufacturing and investment. When asked why the
Malaysian economy, which
is the third-largest in Southeast Asia, has been hit harder than others in the region,
the governor explained that
it was primarily due to the
Movement Control Order
(MCO). Following this record
contraction of the economy,
the governor added that the
central bank was projecting
a full year contraction of between 3.5 per cent and 5.5 per
cent. However, growth is expected to rebound to between
5.5 per cent and 8.8 per cent
in 2021.(CNA) mannyrabacal1144@gmail.com

Marcos support on the “community chest of Cebu, Inc.”
Philippines, do hereby designate the period from July 1 to
September 30, 1970; for its
second annual educational
and fund campaign.

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

PROCLAMATION NO. 735
DESIGNATING THE PERIOD, FROM JULY 1 TO
SEPTEMBER
30,
1970
FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL AND
FUND CAMPAIGN OF THE
COMMUNITY CHEST OF
CEBU, INC.
To enable the Community
Chest of Cebu, Inc., to carry on its community welfare
services, I, ALEJANDRO
MELCHOR, Executive Secretary, by order of His Excellency, FERDINAND E.
MARCOS, President of the

I call upon all residents,
firms and organizations especially in the City of Cebu,
Lapulapu City, Toledo City,
Mandawe City, Danao City
and the municipalities of
Northern and Southern
Cebu, to support this campaign and to give generously to the Community Chest
of Cebu, Inc., which unites
into one annual appeal the
20 fund campaigns of the
following Welfare agencies:
1. Cebu Good Shephered
Convent
2. Cebu Girls’ Center, Inc.
Cebu Boys’ Center, Inc.
3. (a) Cebu Boys Town
4. (b) Pasil Youth Center
5. Cebu Society for
Crippled Children
6. Cebu Children’s
Community Kitchen
Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary
7. (a) St. Anthony’s
Charity Clinic
9. (c) Our Lady of Lourdes

Dispensary
8. (b) St. Joseph’s Charity
Clinic
10. (d) St. Isidro Charity
Clinic
11. Family Life Workshop
of the Philippines
(Cebu Chapter)
12. Cebu YMCA
13. Family Life Workshop
of the Philippines
(Lapulapu City)
14. Friends of the Lepers,
Inc.
15. St. Martin de Porres
School for Retarded
Children
16. St. Theresa’s MedicalSocial Center
17. Cebu YWCA
18. Young- Christian
Workers (Girls) of Cebu
19. Young Ladies
Association of Charity
20. Society of St. Vincent
de Paul
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the seal of the
Republic of the Philippines
to be affixed.
Done in the City of Manila,
this 7th day of August, in the
year of Our Lord, nineteen

hundred and seventy.

July 1 to August 15, 1969; and

(Sgd.) ALEJANDRO
MELCHOR
Executive Secretary

WHEREAS, said association
needs additional time for the
conduct of its campaign in
order to meet its goal;

By the Executive Secretary
(Sgd.) ROBERTO
V. REYES
Acting Assistant
Executive Secretary
A year earlier, President
Marcos a similar directive:
MALACAÑANG
RESIDENCE OF THE
PRESIDENT
OF THE PHILIPPINES
MANILA
BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PHILIPPINES
PROCLAMATION NO. 598
EXTENDING THE FUND
CAMPAIGN OF THE
COMMUNITY CHEST OF
CEBU, INC. TO DECEMBER
31, 1969.
WHEREAS,
Proclamation
No. 370 dated June 26, 1969
authorized the Community
Chest of Cebu, Inc. to conduct
its first annual educational
and fund campaign from

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in
me by law, do hereby extend
the fund campaign of the
Community Chest of Cebu,
Inc. to December 31, 1969.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the seal of the
Republic of the Philippines
to be affixed.
Done in the City of Manila,
this 29th day of August, in the
year of Our Lord, nineteen
hundred and sixty-nine.
(Sgd.) FERDINAND E.
MARCOS
President of the
Philippines
By the President:
(Sgd.) ERNESTO M.
MACEDA
Executive Secretary
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Cyber bullying

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

A frat brother asked me
to about cyber bullying. With
people now practically living
in cyber space, cyber bullying
is bound to happen.
Formally, we define cyberbullying as “willful and
repeated harm inflicted
through the use of computers, cell phones, and other
electronic devices.” It includes sending, posting, or
sharing negative, harmful,
false, or mean content about
someone else. It can include
sharing personal or private
information about someone
else causing embarrassment
or humiliation.
Cyberbullying can harm
the online reputations of everyone involved – not just
the person being bullied but

those doing the bullying or
participating in it. Cyberbullying can also be persistent.
Digital devices offer an ability to immediately and continuously communicate 24
hours a day. It can be difficult
for children experiencing cyberbullying to find relief.
Anti-Bullying Act of 2013
(RA 10627)
This law applies to
school-related bullying and
student-student bullying uttered in social media. “Bullying”, as defined, refers to any
severe or repeated use by one
or more students of a written, verbal or electronic expression, or a physical act or
gesture, or any combination
thereof, directed at another
student that cause reasonable
fear of physical or emotional
harm or damage to his property; creating a hostile environment at school; infringing
on the rights of another; or
materially or substantially
disrupting the education process. (Sec. 2, RA 10627)
These acts are collectively
called “cyber bullying” when
committed online. (Sec. 2-D,
RA 10627) This covers social
bullying aiming to belittle
another individual or group
or gender-based bullying

that humiliates another on
the basis of perceived or actual sexual orientation and
gender identity. (Sec. 3, B-1,
RA 10627, Implementing
Rules).
Revised Penal Code and
the Cybercrime Prevention Act
One who publicly or maliciously imputes to another a crime, vice, defect, real
or imaginary, or any act,
omission, condition, status
or circumstance tending to
cause the dishonor, discredit
or contempt, or blacken the
memory of one who is dead
may be liable for libel under
this Code. (Art. 353, RPC)
These acts are more severely
punished when done online
in addition to the civil action
for damages which may be
brought by the offended party. (Sec. 4(c-4), RA 10175)
Cyber libel holds liable only
the original author of the
post (Sec. 5(3), Implementing
Rules of RA 10175). Likers or
sharers of a post cannot be
held liable under this law.
Slander may also apply
to one who, in heat of anger,
utters statements that are
highly defamatory in character. (Art. 358, RPC) Intriguing Against Honour may also

find applicability when the
principal purpose is to blemish the honour or reputation
of a person. (Art. 364, RPC)
However, the post must be
directed to a specific person.
A blind item is not as actionable as a named-post in social media.
The Civil Code on Damages
One may find refuge in
the provisions of the Civil Code on Damages. (Art.
2176, Civil Code) A person,
using posts in social media,
cause damage to the reputation of another may be liable
for damages. Such posts must
tend to pry to the privacy and
peace of mind of another,
meddle or disturb the private life or family relations
of another, intrigue to cause
another to be alienated from
his friends or vex or humiliate another on account of his
religious beliefs, lowly station
in life, place of birth, physical
defect or other personal condition. (Art. 26, Civil Code)
Child Abuse or R.A. 7610
If the one being bullied is
a minor, Republic Act 7610
will certainly apply. Based
on the RA 7610 Implementing Rules and Regulations
(IRR), “Child abuse” refers

to the infliction of physical or
psychological injury, cruelty
to, or neglect, sexual abuse
or exploitation of a child.
“Cruelty” refers to any act
by word or deed which debases, degrades, or demeans the
intrinsic worth and dignity
of a child as a human being.
Discipline administered by a
parent or legal guardian to a
child does not constitute cruelty PROVIDED (emphasis
ours) it is reasonable in manner and moderate in degree
and does not constitute physical or psychological injury.
Labor Code
An
employee
who
spreads rumors or intrigues
against a co-worker or his
superior or vice versa, or who
does any act similar to cyber libel, slander, intriguing
against honour or even prying into the privacy of another may be a just cause for termination if embodied in the
company policy in addition
to all other causes of action
available to him under the
laws mentioned. (Sec. 5.2(g),
D.O 147-15)
If one is harassed or being unfairly defamed or his
refutation being attacked, he
can seek refuge with law to
protect his or her rights.

Terrible and terrifying PhilHealth officials # 2

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

An idiomatic expression
which says, “don’t get caught
with your hand in the cookie
jar” is very much relevant as
regards the top honchos of the
Philippine Health Insurance
Corp. (PhilHealth). They face
allegations of cheating ordinary workers of their hardearned money because of
massive corruption.
President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte was very emphatic

when he told the nation. He will
unmask those caught with their
fingers in the cookie jar after
lawyer Thorrsson Montes Keith
and two other whistle-blowers
informed senators that that a
mafia-like syndicate composed
of members of the agency’s executive committee had used the
COVID-19 pandemic disease as
a cover to steal billions of pesos.
As some pundits would say
there has never been a cookie
jar in our country’s history so
large and so ready for the picking, amounting P15 billion.
Senator Panfilo Lacson
said millions of funds earmarked for Covid-19 patients
have been diverted to “maternity and dialysis centers.” Senator Miguel Zubiri disclosed
that a 10-bed hospital in Davao
has been receiving P18 million
yearly, purportedly, part of the
program on Interim Reimbursement Mechanism (IRM).
Non-COVID-19 related
deaths are being charged as

coronavirus 2019 incidents
so hospitals in collusion with
PhilHealth officials can hike
their claims.
Expectedly, top Philhealth officials denied the alleged corruption issues in the
“strongest terms.”
A more descriptive expression for this, using the 15th century Scottish expression is to
catch them red-handed. “Fraud
is a very broad term, but the
underlying characteristic is the
intentional act of deception for
personal financial gain”.
When PRRD appointed
Ricardo Morales, a retired
Army brigadier general, as
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Philippine
Health Insurance Corp. (PhilHealth) in July 2019, the fellow was tasked “to clean the
Augean stable”, i.e., the staterun insurance agency of corruption.
This after Dr. Roy Ferrer,
then acting president/CEO

was sacked by President Duterte when his name was implicated together with the entire
board in the WellMed scandal. This dialysis center made
close to P1 million of fraudulent claims using the names of
dead patients as well as living
ones even without undergoing
dialysis.
But the new PhilHealth
boss instead of relieving top officials involved of corrupt practices, retained the board, and
did not fire anyone. There was
a lack of substantial evidence
against them, he said. Instead,
Morales hired lawyer Thorrson
Montes Keith as the agency’s
“anti-fraud legal officer.”
In fact, Morales in the agency’s 2018 annual report proudly
wrote that he introduced reforms to safeguard PhilHealth
funds against abusive policies.
To compliment this, the agency’s website, cited among others, its core values as integrity,
innovation, service, and care.

During the three Senate hearings, the three whistle-blowers accused top officials
of the state-run insurance firm
of committing fraud of “pandemic proportions”.
Thus, Senate President
Vicente Sotto III and Senator Lacson, who both led the
hearing, quipped in media
interviews they were dissatisfied with Morales’ showing.
Either, he is “blindsided” or
complicit in the mess, said
senators in unison leading a
probe into the allegations.
It’s a good that PRRD
ordered the Department of
Justice (DOJ to form an inter-agency task force to investigate the corruption allegations.
If nothing positive would
come out of the investigation,
the gross irregularities under
Morales’ watch of over a year
of our health coffer, then it
would be considered as terrible and terrifying acts of our
PhilHealth officials.
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Bayanihan 2 salient features
THE Bayanihan to Recover as One (Bayanihan 2), as
ratified by the Senate, has a total budget of P165.5 billion. Of
this total amount, P140 billion
is regular appropriation and
P25.5 billion in standby funds.
The following are the salient features of the P140 billion regular appropriation
Ø P39.472 billion as
capital infusion to government banks, broken down
as follows: P10 billion for the
Department of Trade and Industry’s Small Business Corporation (SBCorp)—P4 billion
of which will be devoted for
low-interest loans to micro,
small, and medium enterprises, cooperatives, hospitals, and
overseas Filipino workers, and
P6 billion for tourism
Ø P18.4725 billion for
the Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP)
Ø P6 billion for the
Development Bank of the
Philippines (DBP)
Ø P5 billion for the Philippine Guarantee Corporation
Ø P24 billion as assistance to the Agricultural Sector and the Plant, Plant, Plant
initiative under the Department of Agriculture;
Ø P9.5 billion in assistance to the Transportation
industry
Ø P4 billion for the
tourism industry, and another P100M for tourist guides
training and subsidies
Ø P3 billion for the development of smart campuses across the country
Ø P1 billion for Technical Educational Skills Development Authority scholarships
Ø P6 billion for the
Department of Social Welfare and Development assis-

tance to individuals in crisis
situations
Ø P4 billion for the
Department of Education’s
implementation of digital education
Ø P1.5 billion as assistance to local government
units, with another P2 billion
as subsidy for the payment of
interest on loans secured by
LGUs from government banks
Ø P5 billion for the
Department of Interior and
Local Government to hire
more contact tracers
Ø P2.5 million for the
computer-based licensure of
the Philippine Red Cross
Ø P10 million for the
research fund of the Health
Technology
Assessment
Council, which was created
under the Universal Health
Care Law
Ø P15 million for UP
Diliman’s Computational Research Lab
For the P25.5 billion
standby fund:
Ø P10
billion
for
COVID-19 testing and procurement of vaccines and
medicines
Ø P15.5 billion as additional capital infusion to
government banks
In addition, the Bayanihan 2 will continue the social
amelioration program to provide P5,000 to P8,000 aid to
low-income households.
Bayanihan 2 also grants
a 60-day extension for loan
payment. It also requires
public utilities to implement
a minimum 30-day grace
period for the payment of
fees falling due within the
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) or modified
ECQ without penalties.

Only health workers with “perfected”
pre-March 8 contracts can fly out
RETURNING
overseas
Filipino workers (OFWs), or
those who flew in for breaks
during the pandemic but need
to travel back to host countries, will still be allowed to
work abroad.
Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque assured that
returning overseas Filipino
workers (OFWs), or those
who flew in for breaks during
the pandemic but need to travel back to host countries, will
still be allowed to leave.
Roque reiterated the In-

ter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases (IATF)
policy is still allowing OFWs
with existing employment
contracts abroad to fly out in
order to fulfill their commitments.
The IATF though, stands pat
in its temporary deployment
restriction for Filipino medical
workers to ensure the country
will have accessible medical
work force for its novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
pandemic response.

Biz group seeks
private sector
inclusion in IATF
THE Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) appealed to government to allow the private
sector to be part of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF).
The PCCI Board of Directors passed a resolution asking
the government to engage the
private sector in consultations
before coming up with new policies in the midst of the country’s battle against coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19).
“We are appealing for the
inclusion of the private sector
in the IATF. The IATF will be
able to use the on-the-ground
experience of the business sector to come up with a holistic
approach that will make it easier for businesses to resume
operation and for workers to
return to work,” PCCI president Benjamin Yujuico said in
a statement Thursday.
Based on the dialogues
with PCCI’s local chambers,

Yujuico said businesses cited major challenges they are
facing, such as requiring “impractical standards” in workplaces and inconsistent policies and regulations imposed
by the local government over
and above those enforced by
the IATF.
“For instance, mandating the use of face shields for
workers, the observance of
two-meter physical distancing and the designation of an
isolation area of one room for
every 200 employees, is simply not realistic in a production-line setting,” he added.
The business group said
the limited public transportation also burdens the workers.
“We acknowledge the hard
work the Inter-Agency Task
Force is doing to prevent the
spread of Covid-19. We understand the precarious situation
of our medical workers and
front-liners. But we also need
to stress that the longer our
economy stays in its current

state where businesses cannot
function 100 percent, nor even
up to 75 percent, the more protracted the recession that will
follow and the more people will
be permanently out of jobs,”
the PCCI chief said.
Yujuico said the business
group is asking the Congress
“to act with urgency” on the
passage of the Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for
Enterprises Act (CREATE)
bill, or the recalibrated Corporate Income Tax and Incentives Rationalization Act
(CITIRA).
“During these difficult
times, financial support for
the affected firms to prevent
job losses can help ensure that
recent shocks do not cause
permanent damage to our
country’s productive capacity. We hope with the passage
of Bayanihan 2 and also the
CREATE, as well as full resumption of economic activities, we can get back on track
to rapid growth,” Yujuico said.

REDs can now issue CFS in transport of live hogs
REGIONAL
Executive
Directors (REDs) can now issue Certificates of Free Status
(CFS) on African swine fever
(ASF) for the transport of live
pigs.
Department of Agriculture
(DA Secretary William D. Dar
through Memorandum Order
(MO) 4, has authorized) DA
regional field office REDs to
issue, or approve, CFS on African swine fever on live pigs
traded locally to prevent interference in domestic trade.
“In order to avoid delays
and inconvenience to stakeholders, the DA regional field
office regional executive directors are hereby authorized
to issue/approve Certificate of
Free Status on African swine
fever [CFS-ASF] as a requirement for the local transport of
live pigs,” he said.
The certification ensures
that live pigs being transported
and traded locally are free from
the fatal hog disease. ASF virus

could spread through transport of sick, or infected pigs.
“The processing and issuance of the CFS-ASF under
this authority shall be in accordance with the existing laws,
rules and regulations,” Dar
said.
Dar said the MO was pursuant to DA Administrative
Order 22, which directed all
government agencies and local government units to strictly
implement and comply with
the National Zoning and Movement Plan for ASF.
The MO took effect immediately and would be fully enforced until revoked by Dar.
Based on latest data disclosed by the DA, the government has culled 316,637 pigs to
address and contain the spread
of ASF in the country.
Based on the DA’s report,
ASF has affected 1,119 barangays in 262 municipalities/cities in 28 provinces across nine
regions in the country.

The DA has been ramping
up its measures against ASF
capped by its P6.4-million investment in a state university
research that seeks to provide
vital information in developing
vaccines against animal diseases such as ASF and bird flu.
In a related development,
the DA announced it has signed
a memorandum of agreement
with the Pampanga State Agricultural University (PSAU)
to provide the agri-fishery sector with access to cutting-edge
technologies to accurately detect and effectively address
emerging animal diseases.
During the MOA signing
last August 8, Dar said “the
launch of this project is both
timely and relevant, as it marks
a new milestone in our efforts to
boost our capacity to accurately
detect and effectively manage
emerging animal diseases, including that of transboundary
diseases, here in Central Luzon
and nearby regions.”
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Liquidate P3B vs. Covid-19, urges Rama
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
the City Council has appropriated about P3 billion for
anti-Covid-19 response of
Cebu City. The executive
department must liquidated this the soonest possible
time.
The City Council is composed of 19 elected members
namely Rama as presiding
officer, 16 councilors (eight
each from Cebu City North
and Cebu City South), Association of Barangay Councils
(ABC) president and Sanguniang Kabataan Federation (SKF) president.
Rama said the City Council will no longer pass any

supplemental budget for
Covid-19 response until the
executive department submits a detailed liquidation to
the last centavo which shall
be properly checked by the
Commission on Audit (COA).
Rama recalled that aside
from the P3 billion funds to
fight Covid-19, the P10 billion 2020 annual budget was
smoothly passed by the Cebu
City Council, proof that the
legislative department supports the administration of
Mayor Edgardo C. Labella.
He said that while passing an annual budget must
have a corresponding income
estimate, all expected revenue from real estate taxes

VICE MAYOR MICHAEL RAMA

and business taxes have been
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic as the people lost their
businesses, jobs and livelihood.
He added that the local

finance at City Hall should
be with the City Council in
tapping the civil society and
stakeholders on what to do in
the so-called post recovery.
He said some allocated funds in the P10 billion
2020 annual budget which
are not necessary must be
realigned to more important
matters.
“If a certain budget for
any project is not necessary,
we should re-align it. Infrastructure building is not necessary. We have to address
the health of the people,”
Rama said.
The vice mayor said the
City Government must now
finish the construction of

Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) especially that the
health of the people is a priority.
The City Council has
recently allocated another
P500 million to finish the
construction of the 10-storey
CCMC building. This makes
a total of about P700 million
because of the remaining
P200 million from the old
budget for the project.
“I wish the executive department is recognizant of
the fact that Cebu City needs
the CCMC to cater the medical needs of the people,” said
Rama, the chairman of the
Committee on Health. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Charge Bonbon officials for illegal quarrying: Carillo
THE chairman of Cebu
City’s Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office
(DRRMO) said all the barangay officials of Bonbon, Cebu
City shall be criminally and
administratively charged for
either being involved with or
tolerated the illegal quarrying resulting to flash floods.
DRRMO Chair Atty. Gerardo A. Carillo said that after the workers of the illegal
quarry at Bonbon creek, he
and Ramil Ayuman of the
DRRMO administration office confronted Gowil Construction. The firm is implementing two big projects in
the mountain barangays, one
for the Cebu Technological
University (CTU) and another for the Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH).

ILLEGAL QUARRY IN BONBON, CEBU CITY.

Carillo, a former Cebu
City Councilor, said Gowil
Construction officials told
them about only buying the
sand and gravel and the boulders from the illegal quarry
workers.
He said he and Ayuman
are now thoroughly investigating the illegal quarry
especially that the workers
told them they really have no

permit from the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).
Carillo said he wants to
know who owned the heavy
equipment like backhoe,
dump trucks and multicab
used in the illegal quarrying particularly because the
workers who were caught in
the act were poor.
He said that the illegal

quarry was near the barangay bridge and riprap that
destroyed the creek. It has
been in operation for more
than a year now. There is a
danger that the bridge and
the riprap will cave in.
He added that based on
the report of DRMMO’s liaison officers, they filed a complaint before the DENR and
the Bonbon barangay offi-

cials, but nothing happened.
“Under the law, any person quarrying must have a
DENR permit to extract and
permit to transport mineral resources. But the quarry workers told us that they
have none, either of the
two. So, Gowil Construction
might have violated the law
also for not asking original
DENR permits,” Carillo said.
Carillo said the boulders
being sold in different areas were reportedly sold at
P1,000 per cubic meter.
“It is unfortunate that
Bonbon barangay officials
did not bother to report the
illegal quarrying. Secondly,
the dumptrucks of the Bonbon barangay captain were
used in transporting minerals,” Carillo said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Traffic enforcers get uniforms, raincoats, radios
THE Cebu City Government has given uniforms,
raincoats, and handheld radios to traffic enforcers of
the Cebu City Traffic Office
(CCTO).
“Keeping frontliners safe
and fit is one way of fighting
Covid-19,” said Mayor Edgardo C. Labella.
The mayor sent Daluz to
CCTO to hand over the uniforms, raincoats and handheld radios.
Atty. Joey Daluz III, special assistant to the mayor,

ATTY. JOEY DALUZ III, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE MAYOR, DISTRIBUTES UNIFORMS, RAINCOATS AND
HANDHELD RADIOS TO CCTO TRAFFIC ENFORCERS.

said that in behalf of Labella,
he distributed the uniforms,

raincoats and handheld radios to the CCTO during

their morning drill last Aug.
20, 2020, with CCTO chief

Police Major Chuck Barandog.
Daluz said the traffic
enforcers heartily thanked
Labella for the mayor’s concern on them.
Daluz, the chairman of
the Metropolitan Cebu Water District (MCWD) said
the CCTO traffic enforcers
are considered frontliners
because they are exposed to
the public especially in implementing rules and regulations on the streets. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Comprehensive recovery plan needed
THERE would be a
pressing need for the city to
formulate a concrete recovery blueprint after the pandemic had subsided.
Cebu City Councilor Alvin Dizon is asking Mayor
Edgardo Labella and Vice
Mayor Michael Rama to
convene both the executive
and legislative departments
of the city to craft a comprehensive recovery plan for
the pandemic.
He said he was glad of
Cebu City’s initial gains in
slowly reducing its positivity
rate in the past weeks, however there is always the risk
of a resurgence of cases.
“It is projected that it
will be a rough road to recovery as it has been seen
that trade-offs between economic recovery and health
will remain a big challenge
to both the private and public sectors,” said the councilor.
Agreeing with Dizon, the
City Council passed a resolution urging the mayor to
convene both the executive
and the legislative departments to plan out what to do
in the new normal where the

city would have to co-exist
with the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19).
“We request both the
Executive and Legislative
departments to come together, assess, discuss, plan
and formulate a comprehensive “bounce-back plan”
or socio-economic strategy
for the City of Cebu taking
into important fundamental
components such as economic recovery program,
public health, inclusive education, support for the poor
and other vulnerable groups,
fiscal and resource generation measures, among others,” the resolution stated.
“We also request the two
departments that the formulation of the city’s bounceback plan or socio-economic
strategy must be democratized to include representatives from the civil society
organizations (CSOs), who
are important stakeholders
in our collective effort to
rebuild our city back better
and more resilient, sustainable and just,” said Dizon.
The councilor hoped
the mayor would regard the
council’s request.

COUNCILOR ALVIN DIZON

Telcos told to ramp up internet connection
TELECOMMUNICATION companies (telcos)
must provide stronger internet connection to households
as schools have begun conducting online classes.
Cebu City Councilor David Tumulak calls on telcos
to ramp up their connectivity capabilities as there is an
apparent need for better internet connection, whether

in mobile data connection or
household wifi connection,
so that students will be able
to keep up with the distance
learning method.
“With the advent of distance learning, good and
stable internet connection
is vital to access online platforms and to ensure uninterrupted online classes,”
said Tumulak.

COUNCILOR DAVID TUMULAK

Tumulak’s call for a better internet connection in the
city prompted the City Council to pass and approve a resolution requesting all telcos
in the city to improve their
services.
Any improvement on the
internet would also help ensure that the students will
not be forced to go out of
their homes to seek an in-

ternet cafe, thereby risking
exposure to the Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
The resolution will be
sent to all telcos to urge them
to increase the bandwidth
allocation and improve the
provision of their services in
Cebu City as it is imperative
that in no way can education
be compromised due to sluggish internet connection

Reduced penalty may result to rise of Q violators
THE City Council passed
the reduction of penalty for
quarantine violators in Cebu
City to P500 for the first offense and P1,500 for second
offense without jail time.
The Cebu City Prevention,
Restoration, Order, Beautification, and Enhancement
(PROBE) team is wary the
number of quarantine violators
may swell once the reduction
of penalty for quarantine violators will be implemented.

The original version of the ordinance
on August 16, 2020,
imposed a fine of
P1,000 for first offenders while second
offenders are fined
P1,500. Both will have
to be detained while
their charges are processed in court.
Only the penalty
for third offenses and
multiple offenses re-

mained as is with a
penalty of P3,000
and a maximum
jail time of 30 days
to be determined in
the court.
PROBE Head
Racquel Arce disclosed that the
number of violators dropped significantly with the
implementation of
the penalties prob-

ably due to fear detention in
jail and facing the court for violating quarantine protocols.
Arce expressed that once
the reduced penalty would be
implemented, 15 days after its
publication in general circulation, the city would see more
quarantine violators.
Arce reminded the residents
of the city that the PROBE team
and the police would still strictly go after quarantine violators
even with the reduced penalty.
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888 News Forum marks anniversary
THE 888 News Forum,
the longest running weekly
media event has quietly celebrated its 14th anniversary last August 8, 2020 amid
the Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
The forum was founded
by Tourism Advocate Bobby
Joseph, consul general of Latvia and incumbent President
of the Rotary Club of Manila,
the mother club in the Philippines.
From 2006, the late Ricky
Rama Poca, a newspaper columnist and professor of AB
Political Science at the University of San Carlos (USC),
was the regular host until his
demise in December 2017.
In 2010, the 888 News

dent of the Rotary Club of
Cebu East.
At first, 888
News Forum was
planned to be rotated to all big hotels
in Cebu City so it
started at Parklane
International Hotel
for one year, Marco
Polo Plaza for another year, Waterfront
Hotel and Casino-Lahug for another one,
and was supposed to
transfer to another
big hotel but Marco
Polo Plaza invited it
back and since then,
this five-star hotel
has become its permanent venue.

Forum leadership which includes tourism expert
Jenny Franco, newspaper writer Honey
Loop, and then Director Dawnie Roa
of the Department
of Tourism (DOT) 7
appointed Elias O.
Baquero as assistant
host and overall coordinator.
Baquero at that
time was a reporter of Sunstar Cebu,
president of the Cebu
Federation of Beat
Journalists, director
of the Cebu News
Workers Multi-Purpose
Cooperative
(Newscoop) and the presi-

The Academe

CHED UniFAST

“We were successful in
Manila and Cebu with this
news forum,” said Joseph
who also founded the 777
News Forum in Manila.
The 888 News Forum
received awards from both
government and private sectors, including the Cebu City
Government for making this
weekly event a venue for free
expression.
After Poca passed away,
Baquero became the regular
host and overall coordinator,
and picked Atty. Clarence
Paul Oaminal and Arturo
Barrit as alternate hosts.
The 888 News Forum is
suspended due to Covid-19
pandemic. (Cebu Business
Week)

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
1. In Japan, Ronald McDonald is called “Donald
McDonald”? The Japanese people find it difficult to
pronounce the name.
2. The Pokémon Hitmonlee and Hitmonchan are based
on Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan? The third Pokemon,
Hitmontop is named after a lesser known martial artist,
Larry Top.

The Unified Student Financial Assistance System
for Tertiary Education, or
UniFAST, also known as Republic Act No. 10687, was
passed into law on 15 October 2015. Here is the link to
the law: http://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/2015/10/15/
republic-act-no-10687/
The UniFAST acts as the
legal instrument for national human resources development intended to promote
social justice and to provide
all citizens access to quality
education to increase participation rate among all
socio-economic classes in
tertiary education, especially the poor but academically
able and highly-motivated
students.
It aims to:
- Allocate and utilize
properly all government
resources intended for students through effective beneficiary targeting.
-Ensure
consistency,

continuity, and efficient coordination of student financial assistance policies and
programs.
-Ensure regional equity
in the distribution of student
financial assistance slots.
-Produce a pool of highly qualified graduates and
technical experts who will
contribute to the country’s high-level labor force
through merit and talent-based scholarships.
-Facilitate access to
quality education through
grants-in-aid for students
belonging to marginalized
sectors.
-Assist students with liquidity issues through student loans.
Following the passage
of the Universal Access to
Quality Tertiary Education
Act (RA10931) into law last
August 2017, the UniFAST
has been mandated to promulgate its Implementing
Rules and Regulations, en-

sure the efficient and effective implementation of the
Act, and administer the P40
billion budget as appropriated under FY 2018 GAA.
As one of its programs
under the Universal Access
to Quality Tertiary Education Act, our government
is providing a grant-in-aid
program to support students
in their tertiary education.
Please check the infographics below to learn how to
avail.
Applications for the
Tertiary Education Subsidy
(TES) Program in Academic Year 2020-2021 is now
open!
All public and private
higher education institutions are requested to submit their respective enrollees for the 1st Semester of
A.Y. 2020-2021 at the TES
Portal https://www.unifast.
gov.ph/system/hei-portal/ on or before August 31,
2020.

3. Ketchup was a medicine in the early 1800s? American
Dr. John Cooke Bennet in 1834 added tomatoes to
ketchup, adding many vitamins and antioxidants to the
sauce then branded it as a medicine to cure Diarrhea,
Indigestion, Jaundice and Rheumatism.
4. Yuma Myotis is a species of bat and the name for a
group of yuma myotis is called a cloud?
5. Judeophobia is the Fear of Jews?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“Do not be embarrassed by your failures, learn from
them and start again.” — Richard Branson,
founder of the Virgin Group
“It doesn’t matter how many times you fail. All that
matters in business is you learn from those failures
and get it right. Then everyone can tell you how lucky
you are.” — Mark Cuban, entrepreneur, owner
of Landmark Theaters and Chairman of AXS
TV
“I knew that if I failed I wouldn’t regret that, but I
knew the one thing I might regret is not trying.” — Jeff
Bezos, founder, and CEO of Amazon
“The only thing worse than starting something and
failing… is not starting something.” — Seth Godin,
author, entrepreneur, and blogger
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USAID backs out-of-school youth
THE U.S. government,
through the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), launched
a new project that supports
education, employment and
livelihood needs of at least
180,000 out-of-school youth
across the Philippines.
With the project named
Opportunity
2.0:
Second-chance Opportunities for
Out-of-school project, the U.S.
government will spend about
Pnp1.9 billion, equivalent to
US$37.5 million, in a span of
five years.
USAID will work with
the Department of Education
(DepEd) and the Technical
Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) to

ucation and emaugment their onployment during
going programs to
the Covid-19 panprovide relevant
demic.
education,
em“Though
ployability skills,
this is new partand work expenership, we can
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enhanced Alternamaximize
the
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AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES SUNG KIM.
who are out-ofThe launchschool or unemployed. With
ing of the program was at- event.
tended by U.S. Ambassador
Ambassador Kim high- the right knowledge, attitudes
to the Philippines Sung Kim, lighted the continuing U.S. and skills, they will play a pivDepEd Secretary Leonor Bri- government support for Phil- otal role in this great country’s
ones and TESDA Director ippine education, especially growth and success over the
General Isidro Lapeña. Over for the vulnerable out-of- long-term,” said Ambassador
500 participants from across school youth who are facing Kim.
USAID will partner with
the country joined the virtual significant challenges in ed-

Local Government Units
(LGUs) in 12 cities across the
country to set up Youth Development Alliances that mobilize resources to help their
out-of-school youth.
The program will also
partner with over 2,200 employers and at least 50 education or training institutions,
including major hubs like
Metro Manila, Metro Cebu
and Davao.
The program is implemented by U.S.-based Education Development Center,
with partners Accenture, Philippine Business for Education, Catholic Relief Services,
Voluntary Services Overseas
(VSO) and SEAMEO-Innotech. PR

Trump attacks Goodyear Lebanon must reform for US long-term aid
MORE foreign aid change.”
“What happened at the
over campaign clothes ban for NO
a Lebanese leadership
“And if not, I am con- port (is) bad enough, but in
“DON’T buy GOODYEAR
TYRES - They announced a
BAN ON MAGA HATS. Get
better tyres for far less!”
US President Donald
Trump has
called
for
a
boycott
of
American
tire
company
Goodyear,
stoking
a
controversy
over political expression in the
workplace.
T h e
attack followed reports the firm had forbidden
staff from wearing Trump
campaign gear, while allowing
“Black Lives Matter” and gay
rights attire.
Goodyear said its rules forbid activism that falls “outside
the scope of racial justice and
equity issues”.
The tire-maker said its
goal was an “inclusive, respectful workplace”.
The firm’s shares slumped
as much as 6% following the
president’s attack but later regained ground.
The slide outlined what
was “acceptable” and “unacceptable”, with gear bearing
the Trump campaign slogan
“Make America Great Again”
and “All Lives Matter” state-

ments in the latter category.
White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said
Trump was concerned that
the company allowed attire
supporting
the
“Black
Lives Matter”
movement
and other issues related to
equality, but
not the “Blue
Lives Matter”
group backing police officers, or Make
America
Great Again.
Goodyear
defended
its stance but said the slide in
question had not been prepared at headquarters. It also
said it did not indicate an “anti-police” policy.
“Goodyear has always
wholeheartedly
supported
both equality and law enforcement and will continue to do
so,” it said. “These are not mutually exclusive.”
Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown, who represents
Ohio, the midwestern state
where Goodyear is based, said
the president’s call for a boycott was “despicable”.
Trump has also frequently used Twitter to express his
unhappiness with companies
such as Amazon and General
Motors.

that enriches itself and
spurns the popular will.
US Undersecretary of
State David Hale made the
comment a week after visiting Lebanon after the blast
that killed more than 172
people, injured 6,000, left
300,000 homeless and destroyed swathes of Beirut
here compounding a deep
financial crisis.
“The Lebanese people
see rulers who use the system in order to enrich themselves and to ignore popular
demands,” Hale said. “That
era is over. There is no more
money for that. They are at
rock bottom and sooner
or later, I believe, that the
leadership will appreciate
the fact that it is time to

vinced that the public will
increase the pressure on
them,” Hale added in a conference call in which he laid
out a long list of needed
policy changes, including
carrying out fiscal and economic reforms, ending endemic corruption, improving transparency, addressing an inadequate electrical
system and carrying out an
audit of the central bank.
Western officials have
conveyed to Lebanese leaders that Western donors
would not bail out Lebanon without fundamental
reforms but that message
had been largely met with
disappointing responses, a
U.N. official said earlier this
week.

many ways it’s symptomatic
of larger problems in Lebanon,” Hale said and added:
“We can’t fix that from the
outside. Lebanese leaders
have to demonstrate the
political will and the commitment to do that and that
was my main message.”
Hale said Washington
has in the past dealt with
Lebanese governments with
a Hezbollah component in
it and that it would examine
the circumstances if that
would again be the case.
“Reforms are contrary to
the interests of all the status
quo leaders and that very
much includes Hezbollah,
which today is perceived as
a big part of the problem,”
he said. (REUTERS)

TikTok Japan must address security concerns
A CHANGE in control of
the Japanese unit of TikTok
could be one way to address
user data security concerns
in Japan.
Norihiro Nakayama, a
senior member of a group of
lawmakers from the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP)
looking into Chinese apps,
said the group was unlikely
to seek a ban on TikTok
and other apps but would
push for measures to ensure
protection of user data.
The
popular
videosharing app is owned by

Chinese firm ByteDance.
Nakayama’s comments
come after the United States
ordered ByteDance to divest
the U.S. operations of TikTok
within 90 days, ramping
up pressure from President
Donald Trump over concerns
about the safety of the
personal data handled by
ByteDance and other Chinese
tech and media firms.
“We want to create an
environment in which users
can continue using TikTok
safely,” said Nakayama, who
is also Japan’s parliamentary

vice foreign minister, told
Reuters in an interview on
Tuesday.
He said an ownership
change for TikTok owner
ByteDance’s local operation
could be one solution.
TikTok has said that it
has never provided user data
to China and that it would
not do so if asked.
U.S. officials have argued
that, under China’s national
intelligence law, all citizens
and companies are required
to collaborate in espionage
efforts. (REUTERS)
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LABELLA MAPASALAMATON
SA MGA SUGBUANON
SI MAYOR Edgar Labella sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
niingon nga usa ka dakong
kalampusan ang gi-anunsyo
sa Department of Health nga
padung na ang dakbayan sa
giingong “flattening of the
curve.”
Nagpasabot kini nga napahinay ang pagtakod sa Covid-19
sa Dakbayan sa Sugbo.
Matod ni Labella nga si-

book page.
“Mapasalamaton ako sa
mga lumulupyo sa syudad
nga padayong nisunod sa
atong mandatory stay-athome order ug pagsiguro sa
pagsul-ob og mask, pagsubay og physical distancing,
ug sa kanunay nga paghugas
sa kamot kon mogawas man
gani,” dugang pa niya.
Ang mayor nipadangat

gun sa DOH, ang daily average sa atong COVID-19 nga
mga kaso anaa lang sa 23
gikan sa Agosto 1-19.
“Nagpamatuod kini nga
mahimo ra gyud diay natong gamhan ang maong
sakit kon kita mosunod sa
mga health protocols nga
napamatud-an nga epektibo batok niini,” nagkanayon
ang mayor sa iyang Face-

sa iyang daku nga pagdayeg
sa mga frontliners sa padayong pagbuhat kutob sa ilang
mahimo aron maluwas ang
siyudad sa pandemya.
“Nanawagan ako sa tanan
nga padayong magbinantayon bisan anaa na kita sa General Community Quarantine
kay wala kini nagpasabot nga
nawala na ang coronavirus,
matod ni Labella.

DMDP andam na sa ilang livelihood trainings
NANGANDAM ang Department of Manpower Development and Placement
(DMDP) sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
pagsugod sa ilang livelihood
trainings.
Si Cebu City Mayor Edgar
Labella nipahibawo nga ang
maong livelihood trainings
dad-on ngadto sa mga barangay sa higayon nga ang syudad dili na ilawom sa quarantine.
Ang katuyuan niini mao
ang pagtabang sa mga nawagtangan og trabaho nga makakita og laing panginabuhian.
Ang tigdumala sa DMDP
nga si Sheila May Daluz ug
ang iyang grupo nga mga tigbansay mopahigayon ug nag-

kadaiyang training skills sama
sa pottery-making, paggama
og masks, sabon, kandila,
lamp shades, fashion accessories, duwaan, ug uban pa.
Lakip usab sa training
mao ang budgetting, costing,
marketing ug selling.
“Nagpasalamat ako sa
dakung suporta sa DMDP
sa atong katuyuan nga
mapabarug og balik ang
ekonomiya nga naapektuhan
kaayo sa pandemya,” matod
ni Labella.
Ang mga DMDP trainers
nga mapasigarbohon nga nipakita sa ilang mga produkto
sa trainers’ training mao sila
si Manilyn Boyonas, Merlinda Maturan, Maria Lorna

Cabugao, Maria Daria Ardonia, Rowena Cempron, Amad

Rivas, Team Leader Leigh
Ayuman sa norte distrito ug

Ronald Belarmino sa south
district.

Wala nay periodical exams sa blended learning Pasil Fish Market gipasug an
ANG naandan na nga
periodical exams ug mga
pasulit dili na himuon ubos
sa bag-ong pamaagi sa
pagtuon alang sa Academic
Year 2020-2021.
Sigun ni Department
of Education (DepEd) Undersecretary Diosdado San
Antonio, subay sa bag-ong
modalities sa pageskwela, gikinahanglan sa mga
eskwelahan nga usbon ang
paagi sa pag grado sa mga
estudyante.
Matod ni San Antonio,
adunay tulo ka matang sa
modalities nga angay mahibaw-an sa mga ginikanan
aron magiyahan sila unsa
ang ilang pilion alang sa ilang mga anak nga nagtungha. Kini mao ang printed
modules, digital modules

ug online learning.
Si San Antonio niingon
nga 50 porsiyento sa mga
tinun-an sa tibuok nasud
nipili sa printed modules,
30 porsiyento mipili sa digital modules ug 20 porsiyento nipili sa online learning.
Gipasabot ni San Antonio nga sa printed modules,
kuhaon sa mga tinun-an
ang modules ug isumiter
sa adlaw nga itakda sa eskwelahan.
Samtang
sa
digital
modules, ang mga modules
makuha sa mga tinun-an
pinaagi sa flashdrive o disc.
Ang radyo ug telebisyon
magamit usab alang sa
broadcasting aron pagtudlo sa mga bata samtang
nagtubag sa activity sheets.

Sa laing bahin, ang online learning, naglangkob
sa online classes ug digital
exercises, online presentations, ug pagsumiter og
portfolios alang sa pagkumpleto sa module.
Matod ni San Antonio,
ang grading system lahi
na usab. Inay mga pasulit
ug periodical exams, ang
tinun-an kinahanglan mosumiter og essays, reflection papers ug uban pang
mga paagi nga makapamatuod nga aduna silay nakat-onan.
“Mao kini ang tukmang
panahon nga atong tudloan ang kabataan sa value sa pagkamatinud-anon
sa paghimo sa ilang school
works,” matod ni San Antonio.

ISIP pagpangandam pagbukas pagbalik sa Pasil Fish
Market sa Siyudad sa Sugbo,
gitahasan ni Mayor Edgar
Labella ang mga kawani sa
Department of Public Services (DPS) sa pagbutang og
mga suga sa phase 1 ug 2, ug
sa palibot sa maong merkado.
Kini gitumong aron mahatagan kinig kahayag matag
gabii.
Ang maong lakang gihimo aron makabalik na ang

MERKADO SA PASIL.

operasyon sa maong merkado taliwa sa inanay nga pagbuhi sa lokal nga ekonomiya
ug pagbangon sa mga negosyo nga naapektuhan sa
COVID-19.
Si Labella nagkanayon
nga aron pagsiguro sa kaluwasan sa mga mamalitay
unya, higpit nga ipatuman
diha sa Pasil Market ang mga
lagda sa social distancing
ug pagsul-ob og masks aron
paglikay sa posibleng pagtakod sa COVID-19.

