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DOE, NEA also order staggered payment for electricity during lockdown

CEBU Board Member
Glenn Soco welcomes the
move of the Department of
Energy (DOE) and the National Electrification Administration (NEA) for a 30-day
grace period and staggered
payment methods for unpaid
electricity bills due during
the lockdown.
NEA Administrator Edgardo R. Masongsong issued
Memorandum No. 2020047, endorsing the DOE’s
advisory on power sector bill
grace periods.		
“All electric cooperatives
are enjoined to abide by the
directives, specifically the
implementation of 30-day
grace period and staggered
payment for unpaid bills,
particularly those that fall
due within the community
quarantine period,” Mr. Masongsong said in a press release on Friday.
NEA covers 121 electric
cooperatives in the country,
including Cebu Electric Cooperatives (CEBECO 1,2 and 3).
The DOE ordered last
September 23, 2020 this extension of grace periods and
staggered payment schemes
after the government retained the declaration of a
state of calamity due to the
global Corona Virus Disease
Covid-19) pandemic.

Republic Act No. 11494, By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
Rama said that the move of
or the Bayanihan to Recover
NEA and DOE is splendid.
as One Act (Bayanihan II), providers to implement a
Rama said even if vaccine
requires the electric power subsidy program. This is to will be available, it will take a
value chain to offer a min- cushion the loss of income by little while for Filipinos to be
imum 30-day grace period our people. It is paramount substantially be vaccinated.
and allow installment pay- that the cost of living of our
“Such
memorandum
ments of electricity bills fall- people be kept to the
circular therefore is highing within the period of com- minimum level
ly commendable. My
going
munity quarantine. The first while
congratulations
to
Bayanihan to Heal as One through this
my relative (NEA
Act had also required grace crisis,” Soco
Edgardo
Rama
Cebu
periods and staggered pay- told
Masongsong) who
Business
ments.
happened to be
Week.
The DoE headed by Secthe Cebu City Hall
Cebu
retary Alfonso Cusi appealed
market administo Local Government Units City Vice
trator during the
(LGUs) to also provide pay- Mayor Mitime of former
ment extensions for the ap- chael “Mike”
Mayor Tomas R.
plicable taxes, fees, and dues
by energy facilities in the
country.
Presidential Proclamation No.1021 issued by
President Rodrigo Duterte extended the state
of calamity declaration
throughout the country for a year, or until
Sept. 12, 2021.
“This is a welcome move for the
consumers whose
livelihood
and
jobs have been affected by the pandemic. I would
still advise our
government agenNEA ADMINISTRATOR EDGARDO R. MASONGSONG
cies and electricity

Osmeña,” Rama said.
For his part, Businessman Robert Go of the Philippine Retailers Association
(PRA) said that the 90-day
grace period of electricity
bills and staggered payment
on power bills is a noble act
for a power company to consider for Bayanihan to Recover as One since everyone
is hit by pandemic and many
are losing jobs.
Go, past president of the
Cebu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI), said
companies have no revenues
and Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) are
still unable to open due to
negative income.
“This is just like many
lessors giving free rentals on
quarantine time due to tenants not opened and some
are given 50 percent discounts and staggered payment only starting 2021with
longer paying period like 12
months to pay or six months
to pay. This is really extended
by building owners. Socialized accounts might be considered by power companies
for extended pay,” Go said.
He said there is empathy
extended to “Kapwa” Filipino which can be by different ways of easing the debt
structure.
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Several businesses are now closed
BUSINESSMAN Rey E.
Calooy said several tenants
in malls have closed businesses to avoid further losses
due to lack of sales because
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Calooy, chairman of the
Filipino-Cebuano Business
Club (FilCeb), said several
businesses waited for the expiration of their two months
deposit and one month advance rental fee, but some
closed operation immediately even if their money were
forfeited by the mall management rather than face
more losses.
He said no business will
remain open if businessmen have high overhead like
workers’ salaries, power and
water, but their sales are not
enough to pay the overhead.
“They sacrificed the forfeiture of their deposit and
advance rental fee than capital erosion. Due to lack of

sales inside the malls, some
are looking for good locations outside to market their
products,” Calooy said.
Calooy said that while
the businessmen still have
the resources to survive,
their employees suffer eco-

nomically and their families
are facing uncertainty.
He said that some big
malls did not demand rental or are giving discounts to
tenants on condition that
they will not close shop.
“The SM malls now are

offering free rental. Some
tenants are offered discounts. Some are based on
percentage on sales. They
are flexible because business
establishments renting them
are crowd drawers,” Calooy
said.

But he said the other
malls are sticking to what
have been stated in the contract.
He also said that the
tourism industry in Cebu has
flattened because of lockdowns.
He added that survival
and revival of the once vibrant economy in the country will depend on the country’s leaders on how they
strategize. A leader may discover that the lockdown has
brought bigger damage to
the economy than responding to Covid-19.
“We have to balance the
fight against pandemic and
sustaining the economy. The
side effect of the pandemic is
economics,” Calooy said.
Calooy said there is now
an increase in suicide cases
not only because of pandemic but on the uncertain economy. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DepEd 7 to technically assist schools
THE Department of Education (DepEd) 7 has created
a Regional Monitoring Team
to give technical assistance to
all school divisions in ensuring that students will really
learn from modular printed materials for school hear
2020-2021.
DepEd 7 Director Salustiano “Sal” Jimenez told
Cebu Business Week that he
is roaming around Central
Visayas (Cebu, Bohol, Negros Oriental and Siquijor)
because he wants an actual

report of what’s happening
in every school.
He encouraged his coDepEd officials to go out and
inspect the schools under
their jurisdiction like what is
doing and avoid a table survey.
“We should not be afraid
of Covid (Corona Virus Disease) because we want a
successful school year 20202021. Just be careful by following the health protocol
imposed by the government,”
Jimenez said.

On the other hand,
Jimenez said they are also
looking into the possibility
of not using too much paper
like the modular printed materials that can affect the environment.
“We think on what will
be the possible development.
Maybe we can also resort to
digital, offline video lesson
or radio where the students
will hear the teachers giving
lessons with activity sheet
and worksheet,” Jimenez
said.

As they implemented the
modular printed materials
for this long distance learning for schoolyear 20202021, he said they are also
preparing for any eventuality
for school year 2021-2022.
The government may
allow a limited face-to-face
classroom learning by next
school year and DepEd must
be prepared for it.
“We have a learning continuity plan where we listed
the possibilities. We foresee
that if ever we go back to

face-to-face learning, we will
see to it that we have enough
classrooms and teachers,”
Jimenez said.
“I urge the people to help
us sustain our united efforts
for the good of our children.
We want the learners to become the kind of citizens we
wanted them to become in
the future. DepEd cannot do
it alone. It takes the entire
community to make sure our
children will have good education,” Jimenez said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

BFAR to give assistance to fish raising
THE Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) will assist people interested in raising fish even
in urban areas to augment
their income.
BFAR 7 Director Allan
Poquita said they will provide
fingerlings and structures to
those who want to enter into
this kind of livelihood. They
have about 35 techno-demo
to be distributed in the four
provinces of Central Visayas.
The BFAR 7 model of fish
structure which is composed
of drums will cost from
P50,000 t0 P60,000 each.

He said that for about
one cubic meter of water, it
can accommodate 20 to 30
tilapias provided there is a
sufficient oxygen.
In the model structure
introduced by BFAR 7, three
to four tilapia fingerlings that
will survive and grow can be
converted into one kilo which
is priced at P120 to P140. If a
grower can harvest 20 kilos,
he could earn from P2,400 to
P2,800.
If he has 10 cubic meters
of water and 30 fishes per cubic meter, he will have 300
fishes. Assuming that the

survival rate is 70 percent, so
he has 200 fishes which will
be equivalent to 50 kilos and
he can have a gross earning
of P7,000.
He said that if a family has
a wide backyard or has ample
space for fish raising, that
family can go to BFAR 7 for
consultation and demonstration or first email to bfar7@
yahoo.com and the aagency
will entertain queries.
“We can inspect and validate their area, and the most
important is the supply of
water,” Poquita said.
“We are now campaign-

ing for the registration of
our fisherfolks (fishermen,
workers from aqua-farm, fish
vendors). Under Republic
Act 8550, they are called collectively as fishefolks. They
must be registered in their
respective
municipalities.
This is an online registration
free of charge, Poquita explained.
There is an advantage or
benefit out of that registration because once they are in
the official list of fisherfolks,
they are the priority if there
are projects or programs of
the government.

They are also the priority
if there are government aids
after a calamity.
For example, if there is
an oil spill in Cebu City and
the oil reaches Cordova and
Lapu-Lapu City, the government has aid but it is hard to
identify who the real fisherfolks are because everybody
would claim to be..
“The fisherfolks’ registration is useful to our policymakers. Once registered,
they can regulate the use of
municipal water’s carrying
capacity of an area.” ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Bohol at a Glance

E

very tour is a personal journey. We travel to places sometimes to escape and
find ourselves. We are enriched by the
experience of knowing other people’s way of
life, including their faith.
FAITH- BASED TOURS are multi- faceted
journeys that show you a destination from a
more meaningful angle – that is, seeing how
people turn to a greater power given the vagaries of life.
Let us explore the sites in the eastern
coastal towns of Bohol.
VALENCIA CHURCH
The Holy Infant Parish in Valencia. Unlike
other towns, the church complex and municipal hall are far from each other and the convento is situated across the street.
In its purest form, prayer is a search for
safety and sanctuary. Many Boholanos believe
in the power of the Sto. Niño to grant prayers
and protection. In the altar of this church is
the comforting image of the Holy Child at the
center, flanked by the images of Mother Mary
to the right and His earthly father, St. Joseph
to the left.
While none of the ceiling is painted in a
grand manner like other Bohol churches, its
splendor is seen in the artistry of the wooden
floor. Churches with wooden floors were quite
common in Spanish colonial times. Valencia’s
is arguably the best-preserved and definitely
the most ornate of its kind hereabout.
Designs on the floor are made by contrasting dark wood boards with light-colored ones.
The dark wood is from the bayong or tindalo
tree while the light-colored wood is tugas or
molave. The technique and dedication of the
people in creating as well as preserving these
designs speak volumes of the people’s faith
From the wooden floors of the church in
Valencia, we move to the magnificent interior
of the Parish Church of St. John the Baptist in
the nearby town of Garcia-Hernandez.
The church was constructed in 1888. The
24 big wooden posts that you see today are
considered by the local residents as testaments of the sacrifices of their ancestors who
carried the heavy logs from the forests to the
town proper through the deep Manaba River.
Garcia-Hernandez used to be a barangay
of Jagna town. In 1853, the leaders of the village forwarded a petition for town hood to the
Spanish authorities, which was supported and
endorsed by two Recollect priests, Fr. Jose
Garcia and Fr. Narciso Hernandez. When it
was approved and the town was established,
they name it after the priests who helped them
- as a token of gratitude.
Every 24th of June, parishioners celebrate
the feast of St. John the Baptist with annual
rites, performances, and revelry.
JAGNA CHURCH
Jagna, a town which appears in documents
as early as 1565. The present church presides
over a wide plaza. Although massive renovations had been done through the years, the
church’s interior is well-preserved - - from its
antique floor tiles to the painted ceiling in the

grand style of Ray Francia, done in the 1920s.
The painting on the cupola (koo·puh·luh)
over the crossing depicts the sacraments interspersed with portraits of the angels. In the
center is a large carved dove. At the four corners are found portraits of the gospel evangelists.
Faith is strong in the town’s patron saint,
Michael the Archangel, who is well-loved and
revered by the people of Jagna. It is told that
in the olden days when the land was frequently attacked by invaders, a profile of St. Michael
was seen on the shore, fighting to defend the
villagers. This belief has been handed down
and celebrated in the Sinuog Estokada Festival, happening every September 29th. The
“patunob” tradition is also practiced where an
image of St. Michael is placed above the head
and shoulders of devotees who feel relief from
whatever burdens they are carrying in life.
Daily, the people’s faith is manifested
in the young children who devotedly attend
mass.
Less than a kilometer from the Jagna
church, Ilijan Hill is one of Bohol’s oldest sites
for religious pilgrimages. Here is enshrined
the image of the Birhen Sang Barangay.
An inmate painted the original icon in
1955. It features the Virgin Mary holding the
Child Jesus hovering above a peaceful barangay by the sea. Interestingly, note that this
background in the Birhen Sang Barangay
painting is the very same landscape one sees
on top of Ilijan Hill.
Incidentally, the original image of Birhen
Sang Barangay stayed longest in Jagna from
1979 to 1981 before it was brought back to Bacolod City in time for the visit of Pope John
Paul II to the Philippines.
From then until now, people hike to Ilijan
Hill for their personal journeys of faith and devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mother.
In Barangay Malbog, also in the town of
Jagna, a site for modern and young pilgrims
rises.
The San Pedro Calungsod Shrine is located
on an elevation that affords a panoramic vista
of the place enveloped by verdant mountains
and from afar, the soothing view of the sea and
blue sky.
This shrine is being built with the assistance of Bol-anon seafarers who established
the tradition of visiting the shrine before they
sail abroad to perilous seas. Here they seek for
the intercession of the Filipino Saint Pedro
Calungsod, Patron of the Youth and Overseas
Filipino Workers. Here they find the rudder of
faith that would steer them through the uncertainties of life.
This is the beauty of faith-based tours in
Bohol.
Every step you take and every place you
visit offers a new and fresh perspective about
life and living. Through varied lens and angles,
you find the ties that bind us to the natural
world and the divine. Through different faiths
and beliefs of peoples, we discover our own
path towards healing.
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Crisis at the Lower House
President Rodrigo
Roa Duterte’s 91% Pulse
Asia approval rating
failed to unsettle House
Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano. He defied the
gentleman’s agreement
with Rep. Lord Allan
Velasco that Duterte
brokered. The controversy should worry us.
Consider the following:
Weekly Notes
• Last year, the Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
president brokers a Solomonic solution between two allies on the Speakership.
The Speaker is the leader of a supposed co-equal and independent branch of government.
• Today, Speaker Cayetano does not want to yield the
position to Rep. Velasco. Cayetano says he offered to resign
but 181 congressmen rejected it. In a sense, he says the decision constitutes the voice of an independent House.
• The controversy hostages the 2020 budget bill. In
a political maneuver described by presidential spokesperson as “astute,” Cayetano suddenly stopped deliberations
on budget and suspended the House sessions until November 16, 2020.
• President Duterte intervened. He called for a special session on October 13-16.
What if Cayetano refuses to blink? He goes on to win
an expected vote between him and Velasco. The Lower
House becomes a truly independent legislative body. President Duterte will have a hostile House. The president will
be perceived a political lame duck.
But if Velasco wins, it will look like a major political
victory. The president will have a compliant Congress majority expected to help the candidacy of his daughter and
successor Davao City Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio.
After the Pulse Asia survey, the President wins a major political battle at the Lower House. The impact will eclipse
the victory of former Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
against former Speaker Bebot Alvarez.
Balance of forces
More than the mere numbers, the political blocs seen
as pro-Cayetano looks formidable. The Speaker comes from
the Nacionalista Party of the Villars. Rep. Mike Defensor is
a GMA loyalist. Rep. Martin Romualdez hails from the Marcos bloc. Rep. Bebot Alvarez reportedly backed Cayetano.
However, the Velasco camp has the support of Inday
Sara. Remember how the mayor wielded an impressive
majority that ousted Bebot from the speakership on July
23, 2018. The Davao mayor went on to build Hugpong ng
Pagbabago, a separate political coalition that helped outmaneuver Otso Direcho in May 2019.
Thank You Emm
Please allow me to thank Emmanuel ‘Emm’ Espina
for being instrumental in my journalism career way back
in 1989. Since then, he has become a dear friend. Rest in
peace my friend. Condolence to Ria and the rest of the
family.
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Errors in DepEd’s modules
Many parents posted in
disbelief simple errors found
in the modules distributed
by the Department of Education (DepEd) to students
enrolled in public schools.
If DepEd can err in the
lessons presented as guidelines for teaching our children, how much more in the
other tasks managing the
educational system? How
come our government agency tasked with teaching our
kids be manned by nincompoops? How can we expect
quality education?
Education officials have
been echoing the line of Education Sec. Leonor Briones
about not sacrificing education. But releasing teaching

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

modules peppered with errors sacrifices education.
It is good that DepEd
officials acknowledged the
errors and issued apologies.
But such modules should
have been error free in the
first place.
Then, the damage control efforts smack of insincerity and confirms incompetence.
The lack of time and being human are not excuses.
It only confirms that inept
people got involved in producing the modules.
Yes, when pressed for
time, we tend to make errors.
But our education officials
should have reviewed the
modules before distribution.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

Worse, education officials
asked parents not to post the
errors in social media but to
directly refer these to the
teachers.
What? Our parents expect our DepEd to be highly competent. Posting these
mistakes in social media
should shame these inept officials.
Moreover, damage control should not just be mere
apologies. DepEd officials
should identify who are
these responsible for the errors and penalize them.
More important, there
should be a concerted effort
to correct the mistakes and
let the public know about
the endeavor.
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Lourdes Shrine truly shines

Smorgasbord
Elias O. Baquero

Yours truly as president, I was blessed to
have called and presided
the meeting of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) of
the Archdiocesan Shrine

of Our Lady of Lourdes
(Lourdes Shrine) at Punta
Princesa, Cebu City, October 11, 2020.
It was the first PPC
Executive
Committee
(Execom) meeting that
we’ve conducted since the
lockdown because of the
Covid-19 pandemic which
started last March 28,
2020.
With
our
Lourdes
Shrine Rector Fr. Randolph “Randy” Figuracion, SDB, we discussed
the preparation for the
upcoming 500th Year of
Christianity, Misa de Gallo 2020, Lourdes Shrine
Fiesta 2021, bloodletting,
increasing the number of

parishioners since Holy
Masses resumed, and the
555 Challenge to help the
needy.
Fr. Randy reminded
us to focus on the good,
the goodness and mercy of God every day. We
should not be discouraged
because of pandemic. We
shall move on.
The Lourdes Shrine
held masses online during
the lockdown with about
50,000 followers. Even
the funeral services continued.
Now, we are back to
Holy Masses with physical attendance. But the
church also heeds the
health protocol imposed

by the government like
wearing of face mask, social distancing, thermal
scanning and QR (Quick
Response) Code. I think
only Lourdes Shrine has
a QR Code. Thanks for
this to the energetic youth
leaders who adopted this
QR Code since the National Youth Congress.
Fr. Randy said that
while the Inter-Agency
Task Force (IATF) allowed
only the people aged 21-59
years old to go out from
home; we should not refuse the entry of senior
citizens and children to
the church because their
intention is to seek God.
Lourdes Shrine only

allows 500 people to attend every mass and not
the 50 percent church capacity because of health
protocols.
Fr. Randy said that
when the Holy Masses
opened to the public last
September 27, 2020, the
entire Sunday had 1,208
parishioners in attendance. This had increased
to 1,404 last October 4,
2020. We are still getting
the total number for October 11, 2020 as of this
writing.
This coming Sunday,
October 18, 2020, we will
meet again to welcome our
two new priests at Lourdes
Shrine. Abangan!

President Sergio Osmeña Sr. and the Peoples Court

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Today’s
government
social amelioration program in addressing the
covid19 pandemic was
originally conceived by
President Elpidio Quirino.
Here are excerpts of the
chief executive directives
on implementing the program:
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 68
On an Action Committee On Social Amelioration
An Action Committee
on Social Amelioration is
hereby created. The Commissioner of Social Welfare shall be the Chairman; and one representative each from the Departments of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, Public
Works and Communications, Education, Health,
Justice and Labor, the

National Land Settlement
Administration, the Rural Progress Administration, the Philippine Relief
and Trade Rehabilitation
Administration, and one
Executive Officer of the
Committee shall constitute the membership.
The Committee shall
have the following functions:
1. To coordinate and
supervise the activities of
the different branches, instrumentalities and agencies of the government
with a view to promoting
most efficiently the welfare of the people in rural
districts.
2. To administer and
supervise the distribution
of governmental aids in
order that the funds may
be spent properly for the
purposes for which they
are intended.
3. To initiate measures
in addition to activities
now being undertaken,
calculated to attain the
objective of helping the
small farmer in order to
make him a productive,
contented, and peace-loving citizen.
4. To bring every facility of the government
into play for the purpose
of effectively helping those
who are coming into the
fold of the law under the
President’s Amnesty Proclamation.

5. To administer the
funds assigned by the
President from time to
time for social amelioration work.
The Secretary or directing head of each of
the Departments and government instrumentalities
above enumerated shall
appoint a representative,
who shall be on full time
time duty with the Committee, attend all its deliberations, execute plans,
supervise field activities,
act as liaison officer between the Committee and
the Department or government instrumentality he
represents, submit reports
and recommendations to
the Committee and perform such other duties as
may be as may be assigned
to him by the Committee.
The
representatives
of the Departments and
government
instrumentalities duly appointed as
members of the Committee shall continue to draw
their salaries from their
respective departments or
organizations, but shall be
entitled to receive a per
diem of ten pesos from the
funds of the Committee
whenever they are on duty
outside of Manila.
The
Committee
is
hereby empowered to call
upon any department, bureau, office, dependency,
agency, or instrumentality

of the governing for such
assistance, data and information as it may need in
carrying out its functions.
The Committee shall
submit to the President
a report of its work from
time to time or as the circumstances of each case
may require.
Done in the City of
Manila, this 12th day of
August, in the year of Our
Lord, nineteen hundred
and forty-eight, and of the
Independence of the Philippines, the third.
EXECUTIVE ORDER
NO. 150
On the Social Security
Study Commission
I, Elpidio Quirino,
President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by
law, do hereby create
the Social Security Study
Commission which shall
be composed of such members as the President may
appoint. Each member
of the Commission who
is not in the Government
service shall receive compensation in such amount
as shall be fixed by the
President. The Commission shall undertake a
thorough and careful investigation of the social
and economic problems
of our working classes,
conduct researches on advanced social security systems, study the rates and

characteristics of risks or
hazards confronting the
working classes, and establish actuarial tables
based on a social insurance program at least cost
to both employer and employee.
For the effective performance of its functions,
the Commission is empowered to issue subpoena and
subpoena duces tecum to
compel the production of
documents, to administer
oaths and take testimony
or evidence rela¬tive to any
matter within the scope of
its functions. It shall also
be empowered and authorized to request such technical assistance as may be
available from foreign and
international bodies, and
to call upon any Department, bureau, office, agency or instrumentality of the
Government, including the
corporations owned and
controlled by the same, for
such assistance as it may
need in the performance of
its work.
The Commission shall
submit its report and recommendations not later
than six months from the
date of its organization.
Done in the City of
Manila, this 7th day of
July, in the year of Our
Lord, nineteen hundred
and forty-eight, and of the
Independence of the Philippines, the third.
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Interpreting an ordinance on scooter

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I was reminded when my
law professor discussed a latin
maxim called Expressio Unius
East Exclusion Alterius. He
would always expound that
when one or more things of a
class are expressly mentioned,
others of the same class are excluded.
He often tells us that the
principal rules of statutory
interpretation are as follows:
(1) An Act must be construed
as a whole, so that internal
inconsistencies are avoided.
(2) Words that are reasonably
capable of only one meaning
must be given that meaning
whatever the result. This is

called the literal rule. (3) Ordinary words must be given
their ordinary meanings and
technical words their technical meanings unless absurdity would result. This is the
golden rule. (4) When an Act
aims at curing a defect in the
law any ambiguity is to be resolved in such a way as to favor what is aimed by the law.
(5) The rule ejusdem generis
(of the same kind): when a list
of specific items belonging to
the same class is followed by
general words (as in “cats,
dogs, and other animals”), the
general words are to be treated as confined to other items
of the same class (in this example, to other domestic animals).
For example, “weekends
and public holidays” excludes
ordinary weekdays. (7) The
rule in pari materia (on the
like matter): when a prior
Act is found to be “on the like
matter” it can be used as an
aid in construing the statute
in question.: when a word or
phrase is of uncertain meaning, it should be construed
in the light of the surrounding words. Ambiguities may

occasionally be resolved by
referring to external sources;
for example, the intention of
Congress in regard to a proposed Act, as discussed in the
passage of the law.
The reason I discussed
this was in the light of the interpretation of the CCTO or
the Cebu City Traffic Office
regarding the Ordinance no.
801. The Cebu City Transportation Office (CCTO) interprets Article 4 Section 7 of Ordinance 801 provision which
states that coasters, roller
skaters, and toy vehicles or
similar devices are prohibited
in any roadway, except while
crossing a street.
Councilor Joel Garganera, who is my classmate in
the college of law, delivered
a privilege speech which suggested that perhaps CCTO has
overstretched the definition
and interpretation of the ordinance as the law itself was
passed in 1970 when e-scooters are not yet on the street
and could not have been contemplated by the legislators
who passed the ordinance.
Clear from the language of
the law what it contemplates is

the use of coasters, roller skaters, and toy vehicles or similar
devices as being proscribed.
In 1970, use of roller blades or
skates and toy vehicle abound
in the city street causing problems for motorists. To prevent
accidents, the city aldermen
passed an ordinance restoring
order in the streets. But what
was completed then was the
toy contraception and those
used for leisure, and not those
intended for personal mobility
as what they call it now.
The Sugbu Bike Lanes
Board, upon receipt of Garganera’s privilege speech and
upon instruction of Mayor Edgardo Labella, convened and
discussed the matter.
The board cannot help
but agree on the valid observation made by Councilor
Garganera that somehow,
CTTO have overstretched the
implementation of the City
Ordinance 801.
It said in its report that
being an Ordinance of penal
in nature, it should be interpreted against the state and in
favor of the accused or alleged
offender rather than against
it as the principle of criminal

law should and must apply;
The board also discussed
the legal maxim of “Expressio
Unius Est Exclusio Alterius”
concluding that indeed CCTO
overstretched the definition. It also added that since
e-scooter being an electric
powered one has not yet been
contemplated by the framers
of the Ordinance since it was
passed way back in 1970’s. An
electric bike or e-scooter has
not been of use during that
time neither was popular so it
could not be contemplated by
the framers of the ordinance
to include e-scooter or e-bike
as among the prohibition.
While the board appreciated the dedication and the
earnest effort of the CTTO
personnel in implementing
the ordinance of which is
commendable, it said that
overstretching the definition
of the law is equally dangerous.
I would be reminded of
my professor saying, “ We
should interpret the law in the
spirit that giveth life not in the
letter that killeth it.”
Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

TUCP launches virtual consultation portal

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

The Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP), the
biggest confederations of labor federation in the country
composed of almost 30 federations and with membership
of 1.2 million workers in all
sectors and industries recently
launched a virtual consultation with workers.
TUCP President Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza
has so far invited guests from
the labor department, namely: lawyer Romeo Montefalco,

DOLE Legal Service Director;
Undersecretary Benjo Santos
Benavidez and Director Maria Consuelo S. Bacay, as discussants in the online portal.
Lawyer Mendoza is the
son of one of the founding labor leaders of the TUCP. Currently, he is the TUCP Party-List representative in the
House of Congress.
Through the platform,
the program dubbed as TUCP
Kumustahan: A virtual consultation with workers on
Balik Trabahong Ligtas aims
to discuss the current challenges and regulations on labor.
Issues on wages, retrenchment, employees and employers’ responsibilities to mitigate
coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19)
pandemic disease impact at
the workplace were also included to equip workers with
the right labor information.
This online portal initiated by the TUCP with invited
guests from the labor department and maybe from other

government agencies would
definitely offers an alternative
on how to become better partners in attaining industrial
peace as well as maintaining
harmonious labor-management partnerships.
In this extraordinary
time, participation in the tripartite social partners on how
to improve the existing mechanisms to address trade union
issues and concerns and eradication of violations on workers’ rights is very timely and
appropriate.
Apparently, through this
online platform issues and
concerns on labor rights,
duties and responsibilities
between the social partners
would be more accessible to
the ordinary workers.
I hope in the next round of
TUCP Kumustahan discussion
on the effective implementation of the freedom of association and collective bargaining
would be lengthily discuss by
labor department officials due
to the fact that our country is

remiss on the implementation
of the workers’ rights based on
International Labor Organization (ILO) Conventions 87 and
98, respectively.
Though ILO Conventions 87 and 98, strengthening unionism and collective
bargaining are universally
acknowledged as potent instruments to promote decent
terms and conditions of work
to achieve harmony between
social partners in the workplace but more often the socalled social justice and equity
as universal declarations are
just mere scrap of papers for
most businesses and establishments in the country.
The promotion of unionism and collective bargaining
are enshrined in our Constitution and the primary enabling law to promote it is the
Labor Code.
Recently, the International Labor Conference (ILC)
Committee on the Application of Standards (CAS) have
challenged the interpretation

of the Committee of Experts
on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
(CEACR) on the basis of the
1949, ILO Conventions 87 &
98 which the employers’ view
neither contain or implicitly
recognize the right to strike.
According to ILO website,
the Committee of Experts was
set up in 1926 to examine the
growing number of government reports on ratified Conventions. Today, it is composed of 20 eminent jurists
appointed by the Governing
Body for three-year terms.
The experts come from different geographic regions,
legal systems and cultures.
The role of the Committee
of Experts is to provide and
important and technical evaluation of the application of
international labor standards
in ILO member States.
Once a country has ratified an ILO Convention, it is
required to report regularly on
the measures it has taken for
its implementation, it added.
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Startups getting noticed in PH market
THE coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) pandemic has
made big companies notice
startups as they have the digital awareness to enable the ‘big
guys’ to operate amid the global health crisis.
In an online event of the
German-Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(GPCCI) Tuesday, Kickstart
Ventures, Inc. co-founder, senior vice president and treasur-

er Dan Siazon said the Philippine market has become more
open to talk and engage now
with startups, a major behavioral change in the local market.
“Generally, if you ask a
bank to talk to a startup, there’s
no way. They will always go for
the IBM or the blue-chip company for the solution. But that
is changing, we see it even in
our portfolio. There are op-

portunities opening up, with
the ‘big guys’ willing to talk to
‘small guys,” Siazon said.
Siazon said the Philippines
needs to implement “a lot of
structural improvements” in
order to provide an investment-friendly environment for
startups, adding this will also
attract foreign startups to expand in the country.
Gravitas Prime director
for venture strategy Joseph de

Leon said the pandemic has
accelerated the local startup
ecosystem and also tested its
resilience.
De Leon added there has
also been a rapid digital adoption in Southeast Asia as people that are expected to do online transactions by 2025 are
already onboard.
“I think this time is a clear
reminder that change is coming; it is already here. And I

think a lot of startups and a lot
of us individually are basically
reevaluating, revaluing, and reinventing ourselves and opportunities,” he said.
A survey of the World
Bank, the National Economic
and Development Authority,
and the Department of Finance
reported that many companies
have turned to digital solutions
to continue their businesses
amid the pandemic.

Inclusive digital transformation in tech industry
INCLUSIVITY remains a
major concern in the Philippines’
digital transformation.
Thus declared leaders of
the technology industry, but
expressed optimistic that digital
transformation will soon be adopted by everyone.
“I hope this will not only
help the people who have the
means to participate in this digital revolution. Still a lot of people are left behind. I hope we
will be able to look after them
and think of ways how we can
make this inclusive as we move

into the new world,” said Bong
M. Paloma, vice-president for
technology, sales and marketing
of technology solutions provider
Accent Micro Technologies, Inc.
According to Paloma, the
business landscape in the Philippines is changing, fueled by
digitization, among others, noting that this transformation is
being driven by the cloud, mobile apps, artificial intelligence
or machine learning, and the
Internet of Things.
Shiju Varghese, country
head of Tata Consultancy Ser-

vices, Inc. Philippines, noted
that despite “budget pressures”
within companies, spending on
digital transformation continues to increase.
“Accelerating transformation is not only about performing
well during the pandemic. The
changes will be long-term. We
still have a long way to go, but
the country is moving in the right
direction in terms of digital transformation,” he said.
Paolo Azzola, chief operating officer of PayMaya Philippines, Inc., said endorsement

by the government and policies
mandating the use of digital
technology in public services
are “very helpful” to the digital
transformation.
“Digital transformation has
been happening at an unprecedented pace,” Azzola noted, adding that PayMaya has been deeply involved in enabling the government’s digital shift through its
digital payment solutions.
Frederic Levy, chief commercial officer at GCash (Mynt
– Globe Fintech Innovations,
Inc.), said that GCash also aims

to achieve “a cashless Philippines
leading to finance for all.”
GCash is number one in the
finance category in Google Play
Store as of September 2020.
Currently, GCash has more than
86,000 merchants, more than
33,000 cash in points, and more
than 400 partner billers.
“An important factor in a
company’s digital transformation is human. Get the people
on board first. Everyone in the
company should be ‘in’ on the
company’s digital transformation,” Levy said.

At least P1-B capital required to set up digital banks
A MINIMUM capitalization of P1 billion is required in
the setting up of digital banks in
the Philippines.
This was higher than earlier
proposed of P400 million for a
basic digital bank and P900 million for an advance digital bank.
The revised proposed circular of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) also included a
transitory provision where existing banks can convert to become a digital bank provided it
will comply with requirements
and submit an “acceptable”

transition plan to the BSP.
BSP Deputy Governor Chuchi G. Fonacier said the circular
for the establishment of digital
banks has been released for review and comments by industry
players. Feedback deadline is
October 12.
In the proposed circular, any
existing banks applying to shift
to digital banking should complete conversions three years
from the circular effectivity, including the closure of branches
or branch lite units which should
be within six months after the

BSP has approved the application for conversion.
“In the case of an existing
bank with up to sixty percent of
its voting stock is held by a foreign individual or non-bank corporation, such stockholding may
be retained or reduced, but once
reduced, shall not be increased
thereafter beyond forty percent
of the voting stock,” said the BSP.
The BSP now describes a
digital bank as performing the
following, without distinctions:
Ø grant loans, whether
secured or unsecured;

Ø accept savings and
time deposits, including basic
deposit accounts;
Ø accept foreign currency
deposits;
Ø invest in readily marketable bonds and other debt
securities, commercial papers
and accounts receivable, drafts,
bills of exchange, acceptances
or notes arising out of commercial transactions;
Ø act as correspondent
for other financial institutions
and collection agent, issue
these: electronic money prod-

ucts; credit cards;
Ø buy and sell foreign
exchange; and present, market,
sell and service microinsurance
products.
Ø open current or checking accounts, act as collection
agent for government entities
and “other activities as may be
allowed by the Monetary Board.”
Ø Foreigners – individual
or non-bank corporation – can
own or control up to 40 percent
of a digital bank, the same rule of
ownership applied to big banks
and thrift banks.

Gov’t urged to not involve in trade rows with supplier nations
THE government must
steer clear of trade disputes
with countries where supply
for raw materials used by the
food industry are sourced.
“About 90% to 95% of
raw materials used by the
meat processing industry
are imported and we cannot
risk any disagreement with
our trade partners,” the Philippine Association of Meat
Processors, Inc. (PAMPI)
said.
According to PAMPI, the
Philippines imports more

than 800,000 metric tons of
meat yearly, with 50% to 60%
used by meat processors to
produce canned and frozen
products such as hotdogs.
A dispute between the
Philippines and Brazil last
month threatened the entry
of raw materials used by meat
processors.
On Aug. 14, the Department of Agriculture (DA) suspended the entry of poultry
from Brazil due to its rising
number of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases

and after China announced
that a chicken meat sample
sourced from Brazil tested
positive for the virus.
Brazil’s Ministry of External Relations Affairs and
Ministry Agriculture responded by releasing a joint
statement saying that the
DA’s decision to ban chicken
imports is a contradiction to
the procedures laid out by
the World Trade Organization (WTO).
“The Philippine government’s current imposition of

a temporary ban over imports
of Brazilian poultry meat did
not follow the necessary and
mandatory principles and
phytosanitary measures (SPS
Agreement), and, therefore, is
in clear violation of Article 5
of the WTO SPS Agreement,”
the joint statement said.
PAMPI said the dispute
also affected Brazilian exports
to the Philippines of mechanically deboned meat (MDM).
“Without MDM from Brazil, our cost of raw materials
would spike by 20% and we

cannot pass on the rising cost
to our consumers because of
Republic Act No. 7581 or the
Price Act,” PAMPI said.
According to PAMPI, the
meat processing industry,
which employs 150,000 people, produced 900 million kilograms of processed meat in
2019.
As of the moment, the DA
issued a memorandum order
on Sept. 7 partially lifting the
ban on Brazil’s MDM imports
as long as the appropriate
documents are submitted
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Labella expects bigger IRA in 2021
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella expects an
increase in Internal Revenue
Allotment (IRA) for this year
2020 because all income of
national government agencies will be included in the
revenue sharing.
Under the Local Government Code implemented in
1991, the Local Government
Units (LGUs) will receive
IRA from the National Government. But this is only in
relation to the income of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR).
The IRA sharing is based
on the population, land area

and local income of LGUs.
Labella told Cebu Business Week that Gov. Mandanas of Batangas questioned the IRA sharing before the Supreme Court and
asked why only the income
of BIR is shared with LGUs
when there are also income
from the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) and other government agencies.
Labella said the High
Tribunal favored Mandanas
in including the taxes and
fees collected by BOC and
other government agencies.
After the Supreme Court order favoring Mandanas, the

National Government now
owes all LGUs in the country at present a total of about

P600 billion.
Labella said local officials are happy with the SC
decision considering that
several LGUs are totally dependent on IRA.
Labella, the president of
the League of Cities in the
Philippines, said Mandanas
then called a meeting with
President Rodrigo Duterte,
Senator Christopher “Bong”
Go and officials of the Department of Finance (DOF),
Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) and
Land Bank.
In that meeting, Labella
said Duterte told all officials

of medicine and vaccines, and
the purchase of better medical
equipment.
The mayor said that other
projects such as infrastructure, aid for economic recovery, and education would also
be prioritized.
He assured that the city
government would maximize
its resources to fund only what
would be immediately necessary for the city to recover

from the pandemic.
Earlier, Cebu City Councilor Alvin Dizon requested
the city government’s executive department to allocate
funds for pandemic response
in the 2021 city budget.
“It is imperative that the
budget be pandemic responsive and focus on urgent priorities such as health, economic recovery, aid, education,
among others,” said Dizon.

CEBU CITY MAYOR
EDGARDO LABELLA

of the National Government
and LGUs present to settle
the issues especially on the
release of the LGUs’ shares.
Labella added that as
a settlement, the National
Government officials told
LGU officials to secure a
loan from Land Bank and
the new IRA shares will be
used to pay for the amortization.
“So, we will apply for a
loan from Land Bank and
will make our own money as
collateral. That was our last
agreement before Covid-19
hit the country,” Labella
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Only P10B for Cebu City 2021 annual budget
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo Labella is considering only
P10 billion for Cebu City’s
2021 annual budget.
To recall, the Cebu City
Development Council (CCDC)
endorsed the P22.3 billion Annual Investment Plan (AIP).
The mayor said that while
the annual budget would be
based in the AIP, still the actual funds of the city would
determine the amount the city

can afford to spend.
“It’s quite difficult at
this point because our tax
collection is not as high as
before the pandemic. But
I am confident that we will
have enough sources of revenues to attain that budget in
2021,” said Labella.
The mayor pledged to
focus the budgets on health
especially for the Cebu City
Medical Center, the purchase

Dizon said the city should
prepare for another wave of
the pandemic and therefore
should spend only within its
means.
The budget must also be
with “meaningful participation” from development partners such as nongovernment
organizations, businesses, academe, and other civil society
groups, said Dizon.

Rains damaged roads, anti-flood projects 2 Cebu City barangays pilot
CEBU City Councilor
beneficiaries of tablets
Jerry Guardo said heavy
downpours has damaged
flood control projects and
roads in Barangay Agsungot.
Guardo and Engineer
Edgar Zaspa of the Department of Engineering and
Public Works (DEPW) went
to Agsungot upon the directive of Mayor Edgardo C. Labella to check on the damage
and impassable roads.
Guardo said DEPW will
deploy heavy equipment in
the area for the temporary
repair of the roads to be supervised by the Cebu City engineer.
He said that he immediately contacted Regional
Director Armando Maliksi
and Chief Investigator Bryle
Lanzaderas of the Mines and
Geo-Sciences Bureau (MGB).
Guardo said that the initial observation and finding
of the MGB revealed that: No
tension cracks were noticed
on the upper ground, canals
and water catchment were
not damaged, and the engi-

CEBU CITY COUNCILOR JERRY GUARDO AND MGB OFFICIALS
CHECKING THE DAMAGE DONE BY HEAVY RAINS.

neering mitigating measures
must be properly addressed.
He said that although in
the characteristic of the soil,
its foundation is muddy as it
is situated in an agricultural
land, MGB’s initial findings

show that the Installed Reinforced Concrete Pipe (culvert) are not well attached,
not cemented, where possible seepage causes to soften
its foundation and create a
crack on the road.

MAYOR Edgardo Labella
revealed that the Carreta Elementary School and Labangon Elementary School would
be the beneficiaries for the first
batch of tablets
to help the students in their
distance learning.
The
mayor clarified that
the city government would not
necessarily give
out the tablets.
Instead, it will
be loaned out to
the students for
use through an
“electronic
library.”
“Unlike in other LGUs
(local government units), we
will not give out the tablets
because that is a waste of resources. We will loan out the
tablets to the pupils so that
other pupils can also use the

tablet,” said Labella.
It would be likened to a
library where students can
check out the tablets for a certain number
of days and
return
the
same afterwards.
“If it proves
to be effective, we will
provide more
tablets,” said
the mayor.
Just recently,
Labella said
that the city
would forego
the distribution of school
supplies and
uniforms to public school
students as the new learning
scheme would not require the
wearing of uniforms.
Target time for the distribution of the tablets is within the year or before the year
ends, Labella said.
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Avoid rise in COVID-19 index cases
THERE is a reported rise
in index cases of the coronavirus disease in the Cebu City
with the relaxing of quarantine restrictions.
Councilor Joel Garganera, the EOC head, Cebu City
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) said that on Thursday, Oct. 8, and Friday, Oct.
9, EOC logged 18 and 13 new
cases of the infection respectively and most of these were
found to be index cases.
Index cases involve patients manifesting symptoms
of the infection and who were
swabbed in private hospitals

or cluster clinics.
Garganera said this leads
him to conclude that these
patients got infected at their
workplaces or while visiting
public places.
“There are areas and
sources of infection nga na
reveal na sa data. Most of
the cases kay tested because
of medical, travel, or work
requirements. This is a sign
that we really can’t be complacent because the virus is
still around,” he said.
Garganera said that
around 80 percent of the recent transmissions recorded

COUNCILOR JOEL GARGANERA

by EOC were traced to have
started while the patients
were outside of their homes.
About 24 percent of them
contracted the infection
while visiting public markets.
Even with no deaths recorded in Cebu City for the
month of October, the risk of
contracting the infection remains.
Active cases in the city
are currently on a plateau.
However, a probable climb
in the cases of infection is not
far-off.
The EOC head is appealing to Cebuanos to stay

at home if possible. If there
was a need to go out of their
homes, they should never
forget to wear face masks
and observe health and safety protocols while in public
places.
He also reiterated that
he is against the reopening
of cinemas as this will only
heighten the risk of infection.
“We are open-minded for the
reopening of the cinemas,
but we should make sure
that the health protocols are
strict, and everything will be
safe even for our senior citizens,” he said.

Cebu City Council passes Urban Food Gardening ordinance
AN ORDINANCE requiring barangays to maximize
open spaces and use them
as food gardens to increase
food security of the city was
recently passed by the Cebu
City Council.
Councilor Alvin Dizon
authored the ordinance.
The ordinance states
that barangays may adopt an
empty lot within their jurisdictions and transform it into
a food garden.
“Studies have shown
that urban farms sprouting
up and across cities around
the world aren’t just feed-

ing mouths, they are critical
to survival and necessary to
adaptation for developing
regions and a changing climate,” said Dizon.
Urban food gardening
may be in the form of rooftop
or green roof, window, vertical wall, pots and small containers, plots, hydroponics,
aquaponics, air plant, edible
landscape, guerilla gardening, and community gardening.
The food garden must be
organic. The use of chemical
pesticides is not allowed as
it may contaminate run-off

water and affect the water in
that community.
The Division for the
Welfare of the Urban Poor
(DWUP) will inventory of all
empty lots and public spaces
in the city for the purpose of
identifying areas viable for
urban gardening.
Subdivisions and villages
are likewise encouraged to
convert empty areas to food
gardens.
The ordinance would
also protect the households
choosing to garden within
their property, as subdivisions and villages can no

longer ban gardening “as
long as the activity does not
affect the residential character of the neighborhood, and
without prejudice to the reasonable standard of neatness
and appearance imposed by
the homeowners association
and authorities.”
Subdivisions and villages who violate this may pay
a fine of from P2,000 up to
P3,000 await subdivisions
and villages that block or do
not allow households to do
food gardening.
To entice villages, the barangays with the best urban

gardens will also be recognized yearly for their innovative implementation of the
ordinance.
The City Agriculture Department (CAD) will be in
charge in ensuring that this
ordinance will be implemented and in monitoring
the proper management of
the gardens to ascertain no
chemicals and harmful pesticides are used by the barangays.
The ordinance is now lying in wait for the signature
of Mayor Edgardo Labella for
its implementation.

Labella shortens curfew, CCDC seeks P22.3B budget in AIP
THE Cebu City Devel- will form part of the 2021 budØ P1.3 billion for the City
allows longer mall hours opment
Council (CCDC) is get request that the executive Health Department’s (CHD’s)
CEBU
City
Mayor
Edgardo Labella posted in his
Official Facebook Page some
amendments to the Executive
Orders he had issued earlier.
“To
harmonize
our
policies particularly when
it comes to businesses with
Department of Trade and
Industry
memorandums,
here are some amendments
to my order declaring a
state of Modified General
Community Quarantine in
Cebu City,” Labella said.
“Executive Orders 099
and 100, which I signed,
pertain to operations of some
Category I and III industries
and
other
regulations.
We have now allowed 24hour operations of food
preparation establishments
for take-out and delivery
services
while
dine-in
capacity in restaurants has

been increased to 75 percent,”
he said.
Here are the amendments
Ø Curfew hours are
shorter as well, from 11 p.m.
to 5 a.m. the following day.
This is in line with longer
operating hours of up to 11
p.m. for malls and commercial
centers.
Ø Malls and fastfood
establishments may also now
serve alcoholic drinks but
only up to a maximum of two
servings for each customer.
Drinking of liquor within the
premises of sari-sari stores is
still prohibited.
Ø In consideration of
students and teachers who
are learning and working
from home, I have also
prohibited the operations
of video karaoke machines
within Cebu City from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. during weekdays.

seeking a P22.3 billion allocation in 2021 Annual Investment Plan (AIP).
The amount is for the
implementation of programs
and projects that will improve
health, environment, social
services, and traffic management in the city.
Raymond Alvin Garcia,
the chairperson of the City
Council’s finance committee
said that the proposed AIP
for 2021 is P8 billion more
than the P15 billion allocation that the CCDC requested
this year.
The P22.3 billion budget
request was passed during the
CCDC full council meeting this
Friday, October 9, 2020. It

department will submit to the
City Council for approval.
Garcia said that the City
Council will have to study the
budget proposal and pass a
“realistic” budget for 2021.
The Cebu City government is operating using its
P10.4 million budget for 2020.
Where the CCCDC budget
proposal would go:
Ø P5.5 billion will be
spent on the management of
the South Road Properties
(SRP). Of the amount, P4
billion is needed to fill the
60-hectare Pond A that remains underwater.
Ø P1 billion to fund the
rehabilitation of the Inayawan Sanitary Landfill.

coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) response.
Ø P1.4 billion for the delivery of other health services
Ø P500 million was also
needed to fulfill Mayor Edgardo Labella’s promise to
purchase vaccines for the
city’s free COVID vaccination
program.
Ø P735 million for the
management of its hospital
services
Ø P1.3 billion allocation
for the senior citizens
Ø P1 billion for social
services
Ø P1.75 billion for traffic
management program
Ø P1.4 billion for environmental projects
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VAT exemption for educational
tools, gadgets sought
SENATOR Leila de Lima
has filed Senate Bill No.
1872 seeks to exempt from
value-added tax (VAT) educational applications, gadgets, computers and e-books
for the primary use of teachers and students in distance
learning.
“Clearly, the inequality to
the access of these tools and
technologies is a reflection of
the country’s socio-economic
gap and the ‘digital divide’
worsened by the pandemic,”
De Lima said.
Her bill seeks to amend
Section 109 (1) of the National Internal Revenue Code of
1997, as amended, to “encourage learning amid the
current global health crisis.”
“In exempting educational tools and gadgets that
will be utilized by the students and teachers [f]rom
VAT, prices of these essential
commodities which we can
now consider as essential,
will be reduced significantly therefore making them
cheaper and more obtainable,” De Lima said.
The Department of Education (DepEd) instituted a
blended learning approach

in a bid to adapt to the new
normal triggered by the coronavirus pandemic.
Under the blended learning system, DepEd adapted
a fusion of online distance
learning or e-learning, which
utilizes computers, smartphones, tablets, and the
internet, and in-person delivery of learning modules
and interactive facilities to
the homes of the students
through the barangays for
those who do not have access
to internet connectivity.
“The State remains to
carry the task of balancing
its resources and capabilities
to protect and promote this

right to quality education,”
she added.
While DepEd has repeatedly cited a survey which
showed that the majority of
the 700,000 teachers in the
country have laptops and
desktops in their homes, De
Lima said the reality shows
that a huge fraction of those
who will facilitate e-learning
and their students do not
have the necessary tools.
The senator said her proposed measure will be an
important instrument in encouraging students to continue with their education
despite these challenging
times.

Bicam report on institutionalization
of Alternative Learning System ratified
THE Senate ratified
Tuesday the bicameral conference committee report on
a measure seeking to institutionalize the Alternative
Learning System (ALS).
Senator
Sherwin
Gatchalian lauded the ratification of the bicameral
report on the disagreeing
provisions of the proposed
“Alternative Learning System Act,” as a step closer for
millions of “out-of-school
children in special cases” and
adults to complete their basic
education.
Gatchalian is chairman
of the Senate Committee on
Basic Education, Arts, and
Culture.
Out-of-school children
in special cases are children
in official school age who are
not enrolled in elementary

FUn TRiVIA

SENATOR LEILA DE LIMA

or secondary schools due to
economic, geographic, political, and cultural factors, and
even social barriers. They can
also include learners with
disabilities or conditions, Indigenous Peoples, children
in conflict with the law, and
other marginalized sectors.
“The law on ALS will
be one of the government’s
primary means of providing these millions of Filipino learners with a second
chance to obtain an accessible quality education, earn
a decent income, and uplift
their lives,” Gatchalian said.
Gatchalian said at least
24 million Filipinos aged
15 and above have not completed basic education, citing
the World Bank’s May 2018
Philippines Education Note.
The report added that an ad-

ditional 2.4 million children
aged 5 to 14 were not attending school.
Under the proposed
measure, DepEd, in consultation with the Department
of Budget and Management
(DBM) and the Civil Service
Commission (CSC), shall
create teaching positions and
allocate corresponding salary grades to help strengthen
the ALS Teachers Program.
ALS Teachers will also be
entitled to promotion to the
next higher levels based on
the qualification standards of
the CSC.
After the ratification by
the Senate and the House of
Representatives, the consolidated bill will then be submitted to the Office of the
President for the signature of
President Rodrigo Duterte.

Do you know that…

Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft was a college
dropout. Nokia was once famous as a manufacturer of
toilet paper?
n Before 1913, you could legally mail a baby? Mailing
children became a common practice in rural America
as the price of postage for a child was cheaper than the
price of child’s train or bus ticket.
n

Carrie Fisher never wore a bra in the first Star Wars
movie at the request of George Lucas? He explained
that in space, her flesh would expand, but her bra would
not, so she would be strangled by her bra.
n Every year, Louis Vuitton burns all their unsold bags
to prevent them from being priced lower?
n Decidophobia is the Fear of making decisions?
n

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“Don’t ever let somebody tell you you can’t do
something. You dream, you got ta protect it. If you
want something, go get it. Period.” – Chris Gardner,
The Pursuit of Happyness
“The only thing standing between you and your goal
is the bullshit story you keep telling yourself as to why
you can’t achieve it.” – Jordan Belfort, Wolf of the
Wall Street
“All we have to decide is what to do with the time that
is given to us.” – Gandalf, Lord of the Rings: The
Fellowship of the Ring
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Fb deletes, Twitter hides Trump’s Covid post
FACEBOOK has deleted a post in which President
Donald Trump had claimed
Covid-19 was “less lethal”
than the flu.
Trump wrote that the
US had “learned to live with”
flu season, “just like we are
learning to live with Covid,
in most populations far less
lethal!!!”
Twitter hid the same
message after about “spreading misleading and potentially harmful information”.
“We remove incorrect
information about the severity of Covid-19, and have
now removed this post,” said

Andy Stone, policy communications manager at Facebook.
The President has reacted by posting: “REPEAL
SECTION 230!!!” referring
to a law that says social networks are not responsible for
the content posted by their
users.
If the law were to be repealed, social media companies would face being sued
over the edits and changes of
user content they made.
Facebook doubles down
This is the second time
that Facebook has deleted
a post from the president.

Twitter has intervened more
often with deletions and
warnings.
Both social networks
have vowed to combat poten-

tially dangerous misinformation around the virus.
But Trump sees this as
editorialising by the companies.

Soon after Twitter put a
warning label on his posts for
the first time in May, Trump
signed an executive order to
repeal Section 230.
The Republicans say there
is a bias against or even outright censorship of conservative views online and want
this to stop. The Democrats
say they are more interested
in the spread of misinformation.
Last week, the US Senate
Commerce Committee issued subpoenas for the heads
of Facebook, Twitter and
Google to look into the matter further. BBC

Australia joins global condemnation of China over Xinjiang
AUSTRALIA joins about
40 countries voicing serious
concerns about “gross human
rights violations” in the Xinjiang region and calling for
independent observers to be
granted unfettered access.
The Chinese government
accused the signatories of
“trying to provoke confrontation and division” and taking
actions “that poison the atmosphere for cooperation”.
Australia’s foreign minister, Marise Payne, separately
called on China to refrain
from asserting maritime
claims in the South China
Sea that clashed with international law.
The concerns about the
deteriorating human rights

situation in Xinjiang, Tibet
and Hong Kong were aired
in a much broader forum:
a committee session of the
United Nations General Assembly.
Germany’s ambassador
to the UN, Christoph Heusgen, read out the statement
on behalf of 39 countries
including Australia, New
Zealand, the US, the UK and
Japan calling on China to respect “the rights of persons
belonging to religious and
ethnic minorities, especially
in Xinjiang and Tibet”.
The countries said they
were gravely concerned
about the existence of a large
network of “political re-education” camps in Xinjiang re-

AUSTRALIA’S FOREIGN
MINISTER, MARISE PAYNE

gion “where credible reports
indicate that over a million
people have been arbitrarily
detained”.
“There are severe restrictions on freedom of religion
or belief and the freedoms of
movement, association, and
expression as well as on Uyghur culture,” the statement
said.

“Widespread surveillance
disproportionately continues
to target Uyghurs and other
minorities and more reports
are emerging of forced labor
and forced birth control including sterilization.”
The countries called on
China to allow “immediate,
meaningful and unfettered
access to Xinjiang for independent observers” including the UN high commissioner for human rights, Michelle
Bachelet.
Elaine Pearson, the Australia director of Human
Rights Watch, commended
Australia and the 38 other
signatories for delivering “a
stinging rebuke of the Chinese
government’s brutal treat-

ment of Uyghurs, the people
of Hong Kong and Tibet, and
many ordinary Chinese who
struggle to have their human
rights respected”.
She said the countries
had taken a stand “despite
China’s persistent threats and
intimidation tactics against
those who speak out”.
China’s ambassador to
the UN, Zhang Jun, said the
joint statement contained
“clichés” that were “completely untrue”.
The US ambassador to
Australia, Arthur Culvahouse,
said he wanted to pay his respects to Australia for playing an increasingly confident
leadership role on the world
stage. THE GUARDIAN

Dubai prepares for Expo 2020 EU sees trade deal closer after Brexit talks
EXPO 2020 Dubai, the
first world exposition that will
take place in Dubai is now set
to take place between October
1, 2021 and March 31, 2022.
The global event was
delayed due to the Covid-19
pandemic but organizers
are committed to the Expo,
exactly one year ahead of its
opening.
Dubai is the most populous city in the United Arab
Emirates.
The event’s theme “Connecting Minds, Creating
the Future” is based around
mobility, sustainability and
opportunity, with pavilions
for each subject designed by
Foster + Partners, Grimshaw
Architects and AGi Architects respectively. The prestigious task of designing the
UAE National Pavilion fell to

Spanish architect Santiago
Calatrava.
Roughly 25 million visitors are estimated across the
Expo’s six-month duration.
More than 190 countries are
expected to be represented at
the Expo.
Over 210 million work
hours have gone into the initiative so far, say organizers,
with efforts in 2020 focusing
on landscaping and completing Expo-owned buildings.
Construction of national pavilions will be finalized by the
end of December, according
to a press release.
Since Dubai was awarded
the Expo in 2013, billions of
dollars have poured into the
project, to develop both the
1,000-acre site and transport
infrastructure
throughout
the city. CNN

BRITAIN and the European Union (EU) are closer
to agreement on reciprocal
social security rights for their
citizens describing talks last
week as “one of the most positive so far”.
The EU diplomats said
Brussels was now gearing
up to negotiate until as late
as mid-November to avoid a
damaging “no-deal” scenario when Britain’s standstill
transition with the bloc ends
on Dec. 31.
“We seem to be getting
closer and closer to a deal,
even though the no-deal
rhetoric in public might suggest the opposite,” said one
of the two sources, both of
whom were briefed by the
executive European Commission, which is negotiating
with Britain on behalf of the

27-nation EU.
At stake is an estimated
trillion euros worth of bilateral trade. Investors and
businesses are increasingly
apprehensive about a split
with no agreement to ensure
the continuation of trade
without tariffs or quotas.
A senior EU official dealing with Brexit said the talks
were “in a decisive period”
and “not far away from the
endgame”.
A deputy head at the
Commission said the EU
wanted a deal with Britain,
but that time was running out
and the sides risked failing to
get one by the end of the year.
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s spokesman also
said Britain needed to know
by Oct.15 if there was going
to be a deal because busi-

nesses need to prepare.
The 27 national leaders
are due to assess progress
when they meet in Brussels
on Oct.15-16. If they decide
a deal is in the making, they
will authorize a final stretch
of extremely secretive, makeor-break negotiations known
as the “tunnel.”
The EU has so far said a
deal must be finalized by the
end of October to leave time
for ratification by the European Parliament and some
national parliaments in the
bloc.
Brussels insists however it will not implement any
new deal without Britain
rowing back on proposed
new domestic legislation that
would violate London’s earlier divorce settlement with
the EU. REUTERS
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PAG-ABLI SA MGA SINEHAN
GIPANGANDAMAN

NAKIGTAGBO si Cebu
City Mayor Edgar Labella sa
mga kadagkuan sa mga malls
dinhi sa Syudad sa Sugbo
aron sabutan ang pag-abli
pagbalik sa ilang mga sinehan.
Kahinumduman nga ang
mga mall operators nihangyo
nga buksan pagbalik ang mga
sinehan aron mabuhi ang
ekonomiya sa dakbayan.

Gitataw sa mga representante sa mga mall operators
nga panahon na nga magpadayon kini ug nisaad nga ilang tumanon ang minimum
health protocol sama sa social distancing, pagsul-ob og
mask ug face shield, ug upan
pa.
Matod ni Labella nga kini
gi-basi sa kamanduan sa Inter-Agency Task Force kun

BFAR nagpasidaan sa Red Tide
ANG Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources kon
BFAR nipasaka sa “red tide”
warning ngadto sa laing 10 la
mga dapit.
Kini human nasuta nga
ang maong mga dapit nagpositibo sa makahilo nga
mga kinhason.
Ang BFAR Information
and Fisherfolk Coordination
Unit nitumbok sa mosunod
nga mga dapit: Puerto Princesa Bay, sa Puerto Prince-

sa City, Palawan; sa mga si
kabaybayunan sa Dauis ug
Tagbilaran City sa Bohol;
Tambobo ug Siit Bays, Siaton

ug Bais Bay, sa Bais City, Negros Oriental; kabaybayunan
sa Daram Island ug San Pedro Bay sa Western Samar;
Cancabato Bay, sa Tacloban
City, Leyte; Matarinao Bay
sa Eastern Samar; Balite Bay,
Mati City sa Davao Oriental.
Ang BFAR nagpasidaan
sa publiko batok sa pagpanginhas, pagbaligya ingon man
pagkaon sa tanang matang sa
kinhason ug hipon gikan sa
gitumbok nga mga dapit.

CSC naglaraw og online civil service exams
ANG Civil Service Commission (CSC) naglaraw nga
himoong online ang civil service exams tungod sa padayon nga pagkatap sa sakit nga
Corona Virus Disease kon
COVID-19.
“Kinahanglan
natong
usbon ang pamaagi sa mga

pasulit ug mangita kita og
paagi nga makalabang kita
paingon sa online,” matod
ni CSC Commissioner Aileen
Lizada.
Gibana-bana
nga
290,000 ka mga tawo ang
mopailawom unta sa CSC
pen-and-paper test niadtong

Marso ning tuiga apan napakyas tungod sa pandemya.
Ang maong pasulit gi-oktaba sa tuig 2021.
Sa usa ka pahibaw, ang
CSC nikanselar sa tanang
written career service examinations alang ning tuig
2020.

Mga Bag-ong Sakop sa CADAC Nanumpa
NANUMPA
niadtong
Huweves, Oktubre 7, 2020
isip mga bag-ong miyembro
sa Cebu City Anti-Drug Abuse
Council (CADAC) sila si RTC
Cebu City Executive Judge
Macaundas Hadjirasul, Cebu
City Police Office (CCPO) director Police Colonel Josefino
Ligan, Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 7 (PDEA7) Director Levi Ortiz, Atty.
Ian Kenneth Lucero sa Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) ,
Frances Abangan sa Department of Social Welfare and
Services (DSWS), Dr. Rhea

IATF diin 50 porsiyento lang
una sa kapasidad niini ang
gitugtan sa pagsulod sa mga
sinehan.
Sa dili pa mopasagwas
og executive order si Labella,
gikinahanglan nga mohatag
ang mga mall management sa
ilang position papers ug ang
ilang ipatuman nga health
and safety protocols alang sa
mga mutan-aw og sine.

Mga Bag-ong Kamanduan
ni Mayor Edgardo Labella
Memorandum Order 2020-412
Memorandum nga nagtudlo nila ni Konsehal Phillip
Zafra, Atty. Junine Aragones sa Emergency Operations
Center ug Atty. Mary Rose Salvatierra-Lubino, ang chief
of staff sa Office of the Mayor, isip mga miyembro sa ad
hoc committee nga maoy magtuon sa proposals sa mga
mall operators sa posibilidad nga mo-operate na pagbalik
ang mga sinehan.
Ang grupo maoy mohimo og rekomendasyon nga
isumitir ngadto kang Mayor Labella.
Executive Order (EO) No. 099
Kamanduan nga mahimo na nga mo-operate in full
operating capacity ang mga tindahan nga anaa sa food
preparation subay sa pagtugot kanila nga mo-operate 24
ka oras sa ilang take-out ug delivery services.
Ang dine-in service sa mga restaurants mahimo na
nga mo-operate hangtod 11:00 p.m.
Pipila ka mga establisamento nga anaa sa Category
III Industries gitugutan na sab nga mo-operate hangtod
11:00 p.m.
Ang curfew sa syudad magsugod na sa 11:00 sa gabii
hangtod 5:00 sa buntag.
Executive Order (EO) No. 100
Kamanduan nga nag-dili sa pag-operate sa video
karaoke machines sa syudad gikan Lunes hangtod
Biyernes samtang gipaubos pa ang syudad sa Modified
General Community Quarantine kon MGCQ.
Ubos sa EO 100, wala gitugtan ang pag-videoke gikan
sa 8:00 sa buntag hangtod 5:00 sa hapon gikan Lunes
hangtod Biyernes.
Tumong niini mao nga pagseguro nga dili mabalda
ang mga estudyante sa ilang klase ingon man ang mga
trabahante.nga nag nagpadayon sa ilang work-fromhome.

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS
PLEASE CONTACT:

Mar Angtud sa Department of
Education (DepEd) ug Kristine Maringuran sa Cebu City
Office for Substance Abuse

Prevention (COSAP).
Si Mayor Edgar Labella
maoy nagpanumpa sa mga
bag-ong sakop sa CADAC.

0995 912 5514

