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RAISERS OF HOGS,
CHICKEN WARNED
NMIS tells meat producers to quarantine before slaughtering
DIRECTOR
Eduardo
Oblena of the National Meat
Inspection Service (NMIS) 7
has reminded hog and chicken raisers to refrain from
selling meat containing residues of antibiotics and chemical-based feeds that exceeded the established limit.
Oblena said the residues are dangerous to public
health.
Oblena,
veterinarian,
said they have a Residue
Monitoring Program. Swine
or chicken must be first quarantined for one or two weeks
before bringing them to the
slaughterhouse to make sure
that residues of antibiotics
and growth additives will be
eliminated.
This means that for one
or two weeks, the pigs of
chicken must not be given
antibiotic or growth promotant before being slaughtered for food.
“If this will not be practiced by hog or chicken growers, this surely would be a
health risk to the consuming
public,” Oblena said.
The NMIS 7 chief said
Cebu has an estimated P11
billion hog industry, which is
free from African Swine Fever (ASF).
If ever, after two-week
quarantine there is still resi-

due on the meat, Oblena said
there is a tolerable limit set
by law that cannot anymore
affect the health of the people.
NMIS and the Bureau of
Animal Industry (BAI) are
both under the Department
of Agriculture (DA). BAI has
good animal husbandry practices which must be observed
by hog and swine raisers.
Oblena said hog and
swine raisers are prohibited from using smuggled
growth promotants. One is
Salbutamol which is used to
treat children from asthma.
If a child has a cough, Salbutamol is used to prevent
it from developing into asthma.
He said hog and swine
raisers later used Salbutamol

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
as growth promotant. Then
the government banned it.
“If a consumer will eat
the meat with Salbutamol
residue, he can develop asthma as he grows old,” Oblena
said.
He added that if the use
of antibiotic on food animals
is abusive for faster growth
and sickness prevention, all
the excessive residues will
develop into drug-resistant
mutants on human body.
“Every time people will
take antibiotic if they have
cough or cold, the efficacy is
gone as he is already immune
from it. This is why sometimes, a patient will not immediately recover from sickness even with doctor’s anti-

biotic prescription,” Oblena
said.
He said NMIS has periodic sampling to test certain organs in its laboratory
to detect the residue in the
meat.
He added that there are
also meats that cause food
borne infection or intoxication if the preparation is
not hygienic. This can be
attributed to dirty abattoir.
That is why they reminded
NMIS-registered or Local
Government
Unit-registered slaughterhouses to observe hygienic practices all
throughout its operation.
“Floor dressing or maintaining personnel without
health certificate can contribute to the contamination and
unhygienic handling of meat

from food animals. That is
risky to public health,” Oblena said.
NMIS is celebrating Meat
Safety Consciousness Week
every third week of October under Proclamation No.
276 dated October 15, 1993
signed by former President
Fidel V. Ramos.
Oblena said it is the mandate of the government to
protect public health.
In the new technology,
Oblena admitted the use of
growth promotant, antibiotics, and preventive medication have lessened because
they have improved the
housing system on food animals like pigs and chicken.
He said we can see housing system as tunnel vent,
like air-conditioned ventilation which is closed. During
the time of the conventional
system, the side was open. If
the wind is strong, the raiser
will block it with tarpaulin or
empty sack.
“The tunnel vent has improved the housing system of
these food animals,” Oblena
said.
He said there are communicable diseases which
are transmissible from the
animals to the human beings,
or human beings to animals,
and vice versa.
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Deep recession hurt businesses,
worsen unemployment
The president of the Filipino-Cebuano Business Club
(FilCeb) said the economy is
falling into deep economic
recession.
Businessman Rey E.
Calooy said the sharp economic downturn and weak
job market many businesses
are now at higher risk of default.
FilCeb is a group of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), some of
which are struggling at present due to lack of business
activities after the lockdowns

since March 2020.
Calooy said the Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) even
predicted that the Philippine
economy could lose up to
P2.5 trillion which is 58 percent of the national budget.
He said that in the survey
of the Social Weather Station
(SWS), 45.5 percent joblessness among adult equivalent
to around 27.3 million Filipinos are now without work.
He said that the Philippine economic managers
have reported a negative

16.5 percent Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). He expects
the 2020 3rd quarter GDP to
be worse.
He said even the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has reported that the
Philippine economy will suffer the worst drop in Southeast Asia.
Calooy added that the
curve of the tourism industry has flattened and there is
no sign that its once vibrant
business will be revived.
He said that several tenants in malls were forced to

close operation due to
lack of market and a
big overhead like rent,
salary, lights, and water.
The businesses today are themselves going closer to customers,
whereas before the pandemic, the customers were
the ones going to the malls.
He said that when
a business closes
shop, the employees are the ones
who are hit hard.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

CCCI Most Outstanding Chamber in the Visayas and Philippines
CEBU Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
once again bagged the most
coveted award as Most Outstanding Chamber in Visayas
and in the Philippines.
The Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) conferred the award
to CCCI during its historic
virtual 46th Philippine Business Conference and Expo
(PBC&E) on October 8 via
Zoom.
The award was bestowed in recognition to
CCCI’s commendable efforts in accelerating business growth in the Province
of Cebu as evidenced by its
exemplary leadership and
dynamism contribute to

business growth and local
economic development in
the community.
This year’s award particularly emphasized on the
ability of local chambers to
help the business community
through innovative services
and advocacy for policies and
programs, that enable businesses to survive and become
sustainable and competitive
in the long run.
The award was presented by DTI Secretary Ramon
Lopez, PCCI President Amb.
Benedicto Yujuico, PCCI
Chairman Ma. Alegria Limjoco, 46th PBC&E Chairman Engr. Enunina Mangio,
PCCI Director in charge for
Awards Chairman Emeritus

Ambassador Francis Chua,
International Affairs and
MOCA Committee Chairman
Renato Simbulan and PCCI
Awards Committee Chairman Edgardo Lacson.
Previously, the CCCI
held prestige as the Most
Outstanding Chamber of
Commerce in the Visayas for
12 years, Most Outstanding
Chamber of Commerce in
the Philippines for 9 years,
and has been in the Hall of
Fame as Most Outstanding
Chamber in the Philippines
for 3 years.
This year’s award is another feather on its cap and a
motivation to do more for the
growth of the business community in Cebu.

Cockpit operators welcome lifting of restrictions v. cockfights
THE group of cockpit operators in Cebu welcomed the
move of President Rodrigo
Duterte and the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) of lifting the restriction on the
holding of cockfighting and
operation of cockpits.
Said group had sent a
petition to Duterte and IATF
before the government has
announced it has allowed the
resumption of cockpit operations.
The signatories of the
petition are Wilfredo Canama, Rebecca Camay Ybañez,
Rene Olivar, Ronald Te, Kenneth Subaria, Virgilio Roble,
Wesley Aries, Julius Amor,

Cheryl Cañete, David Hui,
Paul Pilapil, Sergio S. Lu, Benie Manloloyo, Leo Malingin,
Peter Judaya, Dodong Ong,
Eddie Albon, Victoriano Chiongbian, Danilo Alinsonorin,
Chanderlin Balbuena, Berting Bardenas, Robert Yu and
Evencio Tradio.
In their petition, they
said cockfighting is the main
driver of the Philippine game
fowl industry estimated in
July 2020 by the Games
and Amusement Board to be
worth P50 billion.
To recall, in its Resolution No. 56, the IATF for
the Emerging and Infectious
Disease, has prohibited the

holding of cockfighting and
operation of cockpits during
the lockdowm following
the Corona Virus Disease
(COVID-19) pandemic.
They added that the
Games and Amusement
Board revealed that the
stoppage in cockfighting activities has affected 30,000
breeders nationwide, 40 million gamefowls, 14,000 poultry supply stores, and resulted in a sales drop in the feed
industry by 50 percent or
equivalent to P15 billion, and
P3 billion loss for veterinary
products.
The petition also said that
the prohibition on cockfight-

ing activities has affected the
employment of thousands of
breeders, farmhands, poultry supply employees, and
feeds/agri-vet company employees.
It has deprived thousands of sentenciadors, galfers, bet-takers, cock doctors
and cockpit vendors the opportunity to make a living for
their families. Most have already depleted their savings,
are deep in debt, and were if
not for government aid, will
have gone hungry.
They also acknowledged
that because of the able leadership of President Duterte,
the Philippines has success-

fully flattened the curve of
Covid-19 infection. And with
the sustained downward trajectory of new Covid infection, improving case facility
and recovery rates, the government is gradually reopening the economy as seen in
the easing of quarantine restrictions.
The game fowl industry
stands ready to come back
stronger than ever and help
the country’s economic recovery. Lifting the prohibition against cockfighting
and the operation of cockpits
allows them to get back in
business. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu Business Week

October 19 - 25, 2020

3

FEATURE

Faith-based tourism:

Jagna Church
J

agna, a town which appears in documents as
early as 1565. The present church presides over
a wide plaza. Although massive renovations had
been done through the years, the church’s interior is
well-preserved - - from its antique floor tiles to the
painted ceiling in the grand style of Ray Francia, done
in the 1920s.
The painting on the cupola (koo·puh·luh) over
the crossing depicts the sacraments interspersed with
portraits of the angels. In the center is a large carved
dove. At the four corners are found portraits of the
gospel evangelists.
Faith is strong in the town’s patron saint, Michael
the Archangel, who is well-loved and revered by the
people of Jagna. It is told that in the olden days when
the land was frequently attacked by invaders, a profile
of St. Michael was seen on the shore, fighting to defend
the villagers. This belief has been handed down and
celebrated in the Sinuog Estokada Festival, happening
every September 29th. The “patunob” tradition is also
practiced where an image of St. Michael is placed
above the head and shoulders of devotees who feel
relief from whatever burdens they are carrying in life.
On a daily basis, the people’s faith is manifested in
the young children who devotedly attend mass.
Less than a kilometer from the Jagna church,
Ilijan Hill is one of Bohol’s oldest sites for religious
pilgrimages. Here is enshrined the image of the Birhen
Sang Barangay.
The original icon, painted by an inmate in 1955
features the Virgin Mary holding the Child Jesus
hovering above a peaceful barangay by the sea. It

is very interesting to note that this background in
the Birhen Sang Barangay painting is the very same
landscape one sees on top of Ilijan Hill.
Incidentally, the original image of Birhen Sang
Barangay stayed longest in Jagna from 1979 to 1981
before it was brought back to Bacolod City in time for
the visit of Pope John Paul II to the Philippines.
From then until now, people hike to Ilijan Hill for
their personal journeys of faith and devotion to the
Blessed Virgin
Mother.
In Barangay Malbog, also in the town of Jagna, a
site for modern and young pilgrims rises.
The San Pedro Calungsod Shrine is located in an
elevation that affords a panoramic vista of the place
enveloped by verdant mountains and from afar, the
soothing view of the sea and blue sky.
This shrine is being built with the assistance of
Bol-anon seafarers who established the tradition of
visiting the shrine before they sail abroad to perilous
seas. Here they seek for the intercession of the
Filipino Saint Pedro Calungsod, Patron of the Youth
and Overseas Filipino Workers. Here they find the
rudder of faith that would steer them through the
uncertainties of life.
This is the beauty of faith-based tours in Bohol.
Every step you take and every place you visit offers
a new and fresh perspective about life and living.
Through varied lens and angles, you find the ties that
bind us to the natural world and the divine. Through
different faiths and beliefs of peoples, we discover our
own path towards healing.
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Do 91% trust Digong?
“Whenever there is
mass confusion and complexity, people automatically gravitate to the strongest, most confident voice.
We humans don’t like uncertainty, so we are attracted to those who offer clarity
and simple answers, even
if the answers are wrong
and incomplete.”
Scott Adams, “Win
Bigly. Persuasion in a Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
Word Where Facts Don’t
Matter.”
Supporters of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte welcome the
results of the latest Pulse Asia. They continue to cheer their president who supposedly got a 91% trust rating. Critics, however,
questioned the survey with many saying it was paid and made
up. Some cynics I consider friends online talked about such mistakes as the 101%.
I have been spending some community quarantine time
reading this book “Win Bigly. Persuasion in a World Where
Facts Don’t Matter” by Scott Adams. You probably do not know
Adams. But many recognize Dilbert in that comics strip and
maybe the book “The Dilbert Principle.” Adams is popular in the
United States also because he predicted the victory of President
Donald Trump in 2016.
Then the above-quoted passage hit me. Do nine out of 10
Filipinos trust President Duterte during this uncertain time?
Our world turned upside down. I never imagined staying at
home with the family for several months. Outside, the economy contracted. Unemployment soared. Friends, even a brother,
suddenly got Covid-19. A former congressman turned Cebu City
councilor died. Another two friends, the brothers of Cebu Gov.
Gwen Garcia, also died.
Based on what Adams said, the president has “offer(ed)
clarity and simple answers, even if the answers are wrong and
incomplete.” For instance, the president posed no apologies for
saying gasoline could be an alternative to alcohol. He also suggested spraying pesticides over Metro Manila to kill the corona
virus. Could this Adams quote explain the survey results?
Nonetheless, I also ask. Pulse Asia only had over a thousand
respondents. Has its poll methods excluded a huge swath of the
population? Whom did they interview? I counted nine friends
who do not believe in the results. I, the tenth, also question the
results. Then, did the pollsters ask the right questions. Were
they not paid to manipulate the wordings of questions to get the
responses they wanted?
The survey results came shadily at a time when a crescendo of
doubt clouded the administration’s handling of the pandemic response. I think the timing also convinced most congressmen that
President Duterte is no lame duck. And most important, I believe,
the survey swayed the Lower House to support the Speaker aspirant favored by Davao City Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio.
Still on the fishy survey, add this to my persuasion takeaway from Adams. “The attention will make your message rise
in importance – at least in people’s minds – simply because
everyone is talking about it.” @anol_cebu in Twitter and prworksph.com
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DepEd and mental health
A top education official in
Central Visayas cries “unfair”
because some quarters blame
the Department of Education
(DepEd) for the suicide of
three students in the region.
The students allegedly committed suicide because they
found DepEd’s self-learning
modules difficult.
The three students hailed
from Alcoy town, Guihulngan in Negros Oriental, and
Toledo City.
DepEd 7 Regional Director Salustiano Jimenez
explores other possibilities
aside from the findings of the
police investigations and the
opinions of the parents.
He said it is impossible
for the students to just commit suicide if they cannot
answer their modules or accomplish their assigned per-
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formance tasks.
Perhaps, the good regional director would want
more suicides first before
recognizing the pressures
on mental health wrought
by the lockdown and the distance learning methods.
Instead of distancing the
DepEd from the suicides,
would it have been better for
the regional director to acknowledge mental health issues and proactively address
the problems?
Before, students have
this shift from their physical
house and their school. Now,
they go to school within their
own homes. Some teachers
think their students have
nothing else to do but study.
Hence, they give them several assignments every day.
But today’s students do
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house chores and other things
at home. And they deal with
their parents who also do
their own work at home. And
are these parents equipped to
manage home schooling their
own children?
Worse, many parents in
poor communities may lack
schooling themselves.
If Jimenez recognizes the
role of parents as critical to education today, DepEd should
also guide these parents.
He said guidance of the
parents is critical now that
the educational system in the
country has been forced to
modify the learning delivery
due to the pandemic.
Apparently, Regional Director Jimenez prefers to go
his own merry ways of ignoring the mental health of students.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
email: cbw@gmail.com

Room 310-A,3rd floor WDC Bldg.
Osmeña Blvd., Cebu City

Cebu Business Week

October 19 - 25, 2020

5

OPINION

U.S.-China Trade Soars Despite Trump Tariffs

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Chinese exports to
the United States climbed
20.5 percent to $44 billion
last month, compared to
a year ago, despite tariffs
from the Trump administration. The world’s second largest economy saw
its trade growth accelerate
in September as it recovered from the outbreak of
coronavirus and as more

trading partners reopened
their economies. It was
the first major economy to
bounce back to pre-virus
growth levels in the second
quarter of 2020—climbing 3.2 percent—after a
slump in the first quarter. Analysts expect that
the recovery also continued into the third quarter.
The country’s total exports
last month rose 9.9 percent from a year ago to
$239.8 billion, up from
9.5 percent growth the
previous month, customs
data showed. This was the
fourth consecutive monthly gain. Exporters reaped
the benefits of record demand for masks and medical supplies and received
a boost from China’s early
reopening of its economy.
It also benefited from robust demand for electronic products despite Washington’s clamp down on
Beijing’s technology ambitions. (Newsweek)
oOo
Mitsubishi Heavy In-

dustries has ramped up
construction of carbon
capture plants in markets
beyond Japan, refining
technologies it has worked
on for three decades as
the fight against climate
change intensifies. The
Japanese company began
a trial run last month of
such a plant at a biomass
power station operated
by the U.K.-based Drax
Group in North Yorkshire.
If successful, the combination of plant-based fuel
and carbon capture could
enable negative net emissions. The facility will run
for a year, capturing 300
kg of carbon dioxide per
day. The technology eventually could achieve 16
million tons of net negative emissions yearly at the
power station, one-third
of the reduction needed
from bioenergy carbon
capture to meet the U.K.’s
2050 target of zero emissions. Mitsubishi Heavy
aims to commercialize the
technology by 2027 and

targets net-zero carbon
emissions in 2030. The
company’s carbon capture
plants absorb emissions
using a nitrogen-rich liquid solvent, which is heated with steam to separate
the carbon dioxide and
enable the solvent to be
reused. Its main solvent,
co-developed with Kansai
Electric, can absorb more
than 90% of carbon dioxide from an emissions
stream. (Nikkei Asia)
oOo
China has joined a
global scheme for the distribution of COVID-19
vaccine backed by the
World Health Organization (WHO), it said on Friday, giving a major boost
to an initiative shunned
by U.S. President Donald
Trump. The statement
did not detail the support
Beijing will provide to the
COVAX program, which
aims to deliver at least 2
billion doses of vaccine
by the end of 2021. In
May, President Xi Jinping

pledged $2 billion over
the next two years to tackle the pandemic that has
killed more than 1 million
people. As many as 171 nations have joined the program to back equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines
for rich and poor countries alike. Participants
include about 76 wealthy,
self-financing ones, but
neither the United States
nor Russia. COVAX is coled by the GAVI vaccines
alliance, the WHO and
the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI). It is designed to
discourage national governments from hoarding
COVID-19 vaccines and to
focus on first vaccinating
the most high-risk people
in every country. But its
prospects of success had
been dim until recently,
as some rich nations, including the United States,
chose to sign their own
supply deals. (Nikkei Asia)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Pres. Quirino, the 1st Social Ameliorator

Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Today’s
government
social amelioration program in addressing the
covid19 pandemic was
originally conceived by
President Elpidio Quirino.
Here are excerpts of his
program:

ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO. 68
On Creating An Action
Committee On Social Amelioration
The Committee shall
have the following functions:
1. To coordinate and
supervise the activities of
the different branches, instrumentalities, and agencies of the government
with a view to promoting
most efficiently the welfare of the people in rural
districts.
2. To administer and
supervise the distribution
of governmental aids in
order that the funds may
be spent properly for the
purposes for which they
are intended.
3. To initiate measures
in addition to activities
now being undertaken,
calculated to attain the objective of helping the small
farmer in order to make
him a productive, contented, and peace-loving citi-

zen.
4. To bring every facility of the government
into play for the purpose
of effectively helping those
who are coming into the
fold of the law under the
President’s Amnesty Proclamation.
5. To administer the
funds assigned by the President from time to time for
social amelioration work.
The Secretary or directing head of each of
the Departments and government instrumentalities
above enumerated shall
appoint a representative,
who shall be on full time
time duty with the Committee, attend all its deliberations, execute plans,
supervise field activities,
act as liaison officer between the Committee and
the Department or government instrumentality he
represents, submit reports
and recommendations to
the Committee and perform such other duties as

may be as may be assigned
to him by the Committee.
The
representatives
of the Departments and
government
instrumentalities duly appointed as
members of the Committee shall continue to draw
their salaries from their
respective departments or
organizations, but shall be
entitled to receive a per
diem of ten pesos from the
funds of the Committee
whenever they are on duty
outside of Manila.
The Committee is hereby empowered to call upon
any department, bureau,
office, dependency, agency, or instrumentality of
the governing for such assistance, data, and information as it may need in
carrying out its functions.
EXECUTIVE ORDER
NO. 150
On Creating The Social
Security Study Commission
I, Elpidio Quirino,

President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do
hereby create the Social
Security Study Commission.
For the effective performance of its functions,
the Commission is empowered to issue subpoena and
subpoena duces tecum to
compel the production of
documents, to administer
oaths and take testimony or evidence rela¬tive
to any matter within the
scope of its functions. It
shall also be empowered
and authorized to request
such technical assistance
as may be available from
foreign and international
bodies, and to call upon
any Department, bureau,
office, agency or instrumentality of the Government, including the corporations owned and controlled by the same, for
such assistance as it may
need in the performance of
its work.
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The Parable of the Flooding

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

When I was younger, my
bible catechist shared this parable of flooding. Let me share
this story to our readers.
terrible storm came into
a town and local officials sent
out an emergency warning
that the riverbanks would
soon overflow and flood nearby homes. They ordered everyone in the town to evacuate
immediately.
A religious man heard the
warning and decided to stay,
saying to himself, “I will trust
God and if I am in danger, then

God will send a divine miracle
to save me.”
The neighbors came by his
house and said to him, “We’re
leaving and there is room for
you in our car, please come
with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that God
will save me.”
As the man stood on his
porch watching the water rise
up the steps, a man in a canoe
paddled by and called to him,
“Hurry and come into my
canoe, the waters are rising
quickly!” But the man again
said, “No thanks, God will
save me.”
The floodwaters rose higher pouring water into his living room and the man had to
retreat to the second floor. A
police motorboat came by and
saw him at the window. “We
will come up and rescue you!”
they shouted. But the man refused, waving them off saying,
“Use your time to save someone else! I have faith that God
will save me!”
The flood waters rose higher and higher and the man had

to climb up to his rooftop.
A helicopter spotted him
and dropped a rope ladder. A
rescue officer came down the
ladder and pleaded with the
man, “Grab my hand and I
will pull you up!” But the man
STILL refused, folding his
arms tightly to his body. “No
thank you! God will save me!”
Shortly after, the house
broke up and the floodwaters
swept the man away and he
drowned.
When in Heaven, the man
stood before God and asked, “I
put all of my faith in You. Why
didn’t You come and save me?”
And God said, “Son, I sent
you a warning. I sent you a car.
I sent you a canoe. I sent you
a motorboat. I sent you a helicopter. What more were you
looking for?”
The other week we have
seen how nature crack its whip
resulting to three fatalities.
One 85-year-old Flavio Gonzaga Detya, a resident of Sitio
reek Side, Barangay Lorega
San Miguel. Detuya’s body
was discovered around 10 pm

on Tuesday inside his house
which was submerged after
the nearby Kamputhaw River
overflowed. He was trapped
by the floodwater rushing inside his house.
A few hours later, on the
early morning of Wednesday,
October 14, residents of Sitio
Bakilid in Upper Laguerta of
Barangay Busay discovered the
body of Leonardo Otto nearby
creek. Otto, 48 and a resident
of Sition Tarcom, was reported
missing on Tuesday evening.
He was reported missing after
he crossed a creek despite the
torrential current due to the
heavy downpour. A minor was
also missing after he was swept
away by floodwaters.
This reminds us not to
mess with mother earth.
Aside from the water pouring, the garbage and trash that
got stuck in the drainage system clogging the waterways
burst to the streets along with
mud. Atty. Jigo Dacua, head of
DPS, reported that during the
day they have collected more
than 20 tons of trash.

People had been forewarned that nature would certainly do its retribution. Yet
we keep producing garbage
and waste unabated damaging
mother nature.
Structures along the
creeks which has mushroomed along the place intended as easement have also
prevented the free flow of water downstream as the once
creeks and rivers are now covered with roads, buildings and
has become a shopping mall.
Like in the parable, several warnings has been made to
us regarding the maintenance
of three meters easements, the
clear the obstruction of the
creeks and waterways, the denudation of the forest, the garbage and thrash that we produce but yet we refuse to listen
and hear the pleas of nature.
We should be reminded
that we are only stewards of
the nature’s creation and we
are supposed to pass this from
our generation to the next.
Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Laudato si, the Church and organized labor

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

“This way of experiencing work makes us more protective and respectful of the
environment; it imbues our
relationship to the world with
a healthy sobriety”, thus says
Pope Francis on his Papal Encyclical “Laudato si” issued
on June 2015.
The Papal exhortation
“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” –
“Praise be to you, my Lord”,
lays out his vision of global
environmental deterioration
of God’s creation. It is an encyclical on ecological and environmental concerns which are
very challenging, inspiring and
enlightening.

“Laudato si”, is an adaptation of the beautiful poetic
song written by St Francis of
Assisi in the 13th century, stating among others, “our relationship with God and all Creation”. A church doctrine that
teaches about the state of society, building on a tradition that
began with Pope Leo XIII’s
“Rerum Novarum” – Rights
and Duties of Capital and Labor, in 1891.
Having said that, why is
the local church so silent about
the state of environment in
our Province of Cebu? I am
referring to the two mining
firms operating in Pugalo, Alcoy, Cebu which reportedly
wrought damaged to the terrestrial environment and the
marine ecosystem to the coastal barangays adjacent to the
mining site.
A priest who holds a position at the Archdiocese and a
focal person on environmental
concerns, said that what the
Provincial government is doing
to the operations of the mining
firms are politically motivated
and a political conspiracy.
I hope Archbishop Jose
Palma will issue a rejoinder on

this because it is a serious and
sweeping accusation hurled by
one his priests.
And how about the organized labor? Why are they not
taking cudgel on issues related
to the workplace environment
as well as environment outside
their working environment?
Do they still need some historical and empirical data?
The Dolomite Mining
Corporation (DMC) and the
Philippine Mining Service
Corporation (PMSC) are both
engaged in large-scale mining
operations of high-grade dolomitic limestone in barangay
Pugalo in Alcoy for the past
forty years.
Consequently, most of the
marginalized fishermen in the
coastal barangays adjacent to
the mining firm could no longer expect a good harvest in a
day’s fishing. Their daily catch
dwindled significantly for the
past several years.
A contributory factor
is the dolomite dust falling
during processing and loading
of the fine ore to the ships or
vessels anchored at the loading point. These fall from the
open belt conveyor due to the

wind flow the fragments and
particles. Then these naturally
settled at the seabed affecting
marine life.
An Inter-Agency Technical
Assessment Team created by
Governor Gwendolyn F. Garcia
recently conducted a three-day
environmental impact assessment on the marine and terrestrial environment as well as
environment impact determination of the mining firms.
The team were composed
of personnel from DENR,
MGB, EMB, PENRO Capitol,
Mag-uugmad Foundation, Inc.
(MFI), Municipal Environment and Natural Resources
Office (MENRO) of Dalaguete
and Alcoy, representatives
from PMSC and DMC. The assessment was carried out last
October 14, 15, and 16.
Late last year a survey was
conducted by a marine biologist from the University of
San Carlos (USC), Mr. William
Villaber together with some
volunteer divers. They found
out that massive deposits of
silt and sedimentations due to
dust outfall from the mining
operations have choked the
growth of corals and seagrass-

es. Most of the corals have been
bleached because the sun rays
could no longer penetrate. And
so also with the seagrasses.
They mining firms have
been granted Mineral Production Sharing Agreement
(MPSA) with the Mines and
Geo-Sciences Bureau (MGB).
The MPSA has a lifespan
of twenty-five years and renewable for another period
of twenty-five years but not
exceeding 50 years, provided
that the mining firm has complied with all the mandatory
and regulatory requirements
under the mining law while in
operation.
Recently, it was found
out that the mining establishments violated environmental
laws. The lack of coordination
with the host municipality and
the Provincial Government
resulted in the issuance of a
cease-and-desist order (CDO)
by Governor Garcia from extracting, processing selling and
transporting dolomite for the
Manila bay rehabilitation and
beautification project. The Provincial government has already
issued two CDO’s against the
mining firms.
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Freeze order vs power cuts extended to end of the year
clients consuming 200 kWh
and below.
The ERC noted the initiative of some power distributors that declared their
own moratorium even without a government order.
The Department of Energy (DOE) ordered the
energy industry players on
Sept. 23 to continue extending grace periods and
enforcing a staggered payment scheme for their customers in compliance with
Republic Act No. 11494 or
the Bayanihan to Recover
as One Act (Bayanihan II).
With an extended pay-

ment arrangement, the
power regulator still urged
consumers to settle their
bills if they have the means.
“We are asking all those
who can pay their electric
bills to please pay,” Ms.
Devanadera said. “And we
are also asking the government agencies who have the
budget for this to please implement their payment to
help out the industry,” she
added.
“Because most of these
amounts being collected
will have to be used for the
payment of their suppliers,”
she said.

LandBank lends LGUs P4.3 B for buying palay

Yahoo Groups
to shut down
by December

THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) is set to
issue advisory ordering distribution utilities to extend
a “targeted no disconnection policy” until the end
of the year for select group
of consumers and to defer
power disconnections after
Dec. 31.
In a reply to a question
raised by Senator Risa N.
Hontiveros-Baraquel, ERC
Chairperson Agnes VST
Devanadera said that distributors will be directed to
extend a “more reasonable”
no disconnection policy until the end of the year for

LAND Bank of the Philippines (LandBank) will soon
release P4.3 billion worth of
loans to six local government
units (LGUs) for the singular intention of buying palay
directly from farmers during
this harvest season.
Said loans will be released to the Provincial Government of Nueva Ecija, City
Government of Cabanatuan
City in Nueva Ecija, Provincial Government of Isabela,
Municipal Government of
Alicia in Isabela, Provincial
Government of Tarlac, and
Provincial Government of Camarines Sur.
PALAY ng Lalawigan
Lending Program of LandBank was officially launched
in October 2019 and is open
to municipal, city and provincial governments of palay-producing provinces.

ERC CHAIRPERSON AGNES VST DEVANADERA

“We are encouraging our
LGUs to avail of the LANDBANK PALAY ng Lalawigan
Lending Program to bankroll
their direct engagement in
the local rice industry value
chain,” said LandBank Presi-

Rather than sell to devious
rice traders who offer very, low
prices, farmers can now sell
their produce to the LGUs.
The fund facility is LandBank’s response to the government’s call to buttress the

dent and CEO Cecilia C. Borromeo.
“It will be a big help to our
local farmers whose incomes
may have been affected, in one
way or another, by the fluctuating farmgate prices of palay,” she added.

livelihood of rice farmers seriously affected by the seasonality of palay planting.
The loanable amount of
qualified LGUs under the PALAY ng Lalawigan Lending
Program shall be based on the
requirement of the project but

shall not be more than the Net
Borrowing Capacity (NBC) of
the LGU per Bureau of Local
Government Finance (BLGF)
computation/certification.
Short-term loans and
permanent working capital
under the program allow a
fixed interest rate of 2 percent per annum until December 31, 2022, while term
loan bears an interest rate of
4 percent per annum until the
same period, and is subject to
re-pricing afterward.
Agriculture
Secretary
William Dar pledged to support rice farmers by asking
the National Food Authority
(NFA), which buys palay at
P19/kg, to increase its palay
procurement.
He said the government
also mulls giving another
batch of one-time cash assistance to rice farmers.

Non-essential outbound travel of Filipinos now allowed
THE Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management of
Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF)has lifted the restriction on non-essential outbound travel of Filipinos.
Presidential spokesperson Harry Roque said the
policy will be effective on
October 21.
Under the guidelines, the
conditions for a traveler are:
Ø He must have adequate travel and health insurance and submit confirmed
roundtrip tickets for those
traveling on tourist visas.
Ø He must also execute
a declaration acknowledging
the risks in traveling and must
have a negative antigen test

result taken within 24 hours
prior to departure and follow
the COVID-19 guidelines for
returning Filipinos.
However, the IATF said
the foregoing provisions shall
not be interpreted to allow
outbound travel by Filipinos
to countries where travel restrictions are in place.
Roque said the policy
will be beneficial to Filipinos
who wish to visit their foreign
partners abroad.
Overseas Filipino workers, students enrolled abroad
and participants of exchange
visitor programs, foreigners with permanent resident
status, and foreign nationals
may leave for abroad through

any of the airports or seaports
in the Philippines, the IATF
also said.
In conjunction with this
development, the Department of Trade and Industries
(DTI) issued Memorandum
Circular No. 20-53 on October 14, re-categorizing travel
agencies, tour operators, reservation service, and related
activities from Category IV to
Category III.
This means the said establishments are “allowed to
reopen at 50% operational capacity for areas under general
community quarantine (GCQ)
and 100% capacity for areas
under modified GCQ, subject
to minimum public health

standards and protocols.”
The latest DTI issuance
came just days after the Department of Tourism (DOT)
cleared several hotels for
“staycation” as it eyes more
for bookings amid the pandemic.
The order takes effect immediately, the DTI said.
Last month, the Inter-Agency Task Force on
Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF) gave its approval to
“staycations” in areas under
GCQ.
The expanded operation is subject to mandatory
minimum public health standards and protocols provided
by the DOH.

NOTING that fewer people use the service, Yahoo
Groups is shutting down by
Dec. 15 this year.
The group emailing service, which was launched 20
years ago, has seen a steady
decline in usage over the last
several years, Yahoo said.
“Yahoo Groups has seen
a steady decline in usage over
the last several years. Over
that same period, we’ve witnessed unprecedented levels
of engagement across our
properties as customers seek
out premium, trustworthy
content,” the company said.
“To that end, we must
sometimes make difficult decisions regarding products
that no longer fit our longterm strategy as we hone our
focus on other areas of the
business,” it said.
Yahoo, once one of the
largest tech companies in the
world, had witnessed that its
market value had increasingly diminished as search engine giant Google grew and
social networking platforms
ultimately took over the online services it used to dominate.
The company said it has
compiled an FAQ that includes alternative providers
and information on how this
will impact current Yahoo
Groups users.
By Dec. 15, the Yahoo
Groups website will shut
down and members will no
longer be able to send or
receive emails from Yahoo
Groups.
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Rama suggests paying P2.8B of SRP loan
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama has
suggested paying the P2.8
billion balance of the foreign
loan used to build the South
Road Properties (SRP) to
lessen the obligation of the
city government.
Rama said the Cebu City
Government has received
proceeds of the sale of some
portions of the SRP in the
amount of P16 billion. The
remaining balance, minus
the expenses during his mayorship and the administrations of former Mayor Tomas
R. Osmeña and incumbent
Mayor Edgardo C. Labella, is
now P6 billion or less.

Rama said that with the
balance of P2.8 billion, the
Cebu City Government is
paying the government of
Japan a portion of the loan
capital and its interests in
millions of pesos per year.
However, Cebu City
Councilor Raymond Alvin
Garcia said that before the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Cebu
City Council and Cebu City
Government planned to pay
the P2.8 billion remaining
balance of the foreign loan.
“That was our plan -- to
pay the entire balance of the
loan to Japan. However, with
the that has affected the Local
Governments Units (LGUs)

CEBU CITY VICE MAYOR
MICHAEL RAMA

throughout the Philippines,
that plan may be deferred,”
Garcia said.
At present, Garcia said

they are reviewing whether
to pay the full balance of the
loan or pay it by installment.
“Imagine, the income
of the City of Cebu is generated from payments of real
property taxes and business
taxes which tremendously
decreased since March 2020.
This may continue in the
years to come considering
that there are several establishments that closed operation already,” Garcia said.
With
the
abnormal
times, there is a possibility of default payments from
taxpayers because the people
are suffering economically.
“We might have to re-

think that we might just pay
the loan balance by amortization, meaning partial payment. We will have to save
the money for the rainy days
so that we can have the cash
that we need especially on
emergency purchases,” Garcia said.
Garcia confirmed Rama’s
statement that the P16 billion from SRP sales proceeds
is now about P5.5 billion to
P6 billion.
“We have nowhere to go
except to use the unappropriated balance of SRP sales
to cope expenses. But we will
finally decide on the matter
later. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Quarantine centers may close when Cebu City hit zero positive cases
COUNCILOR Raymond
Alvin Garcia said the Cebu
City Government may close
the quarantine centers once
the number of Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) positive
cases will finally be eradicated.
Garcia, majority floor
leader of the Cebu City Council, said the City of Cebu has
two Bayanihan Centers. One
is located at old Sacred Heart
School for Boys at Gen. Maxilom Avenue and two, at IEC
Pavilion in Mabolo both in
Cebu City. The other quarantine centers are the Cebu City
Quarantine Center (CCQC)
at North Reclamation Area
and Noah Center at South
Road Properties (SRP).
Garcia said the Bayanihan Center at old Sacred
Heart for Boys used to house
40-50 patients daily is al-

NOAH CENTER AT SOUTH ROAD PROPERTIES (SRP)

ready closed due to lack of
Covid patients. The other
Bayanihan Center at IEC
Pavillion will also be closed
soon due to lack of patients.
“Covid-19 positive cases
are really decreasing as we
can see on daily basis data.

We have a high recovery rate
of about 94 percent. In Cebu
City, less than 200 people are
Covid positive,” Garcia said.
But he urged the people
to be vigilant and continue
to wear face mask and face
shield, wash hands and keep

distancing from one another.
“We have to treat everyone as Covid positive so we
can follow the health protocol imposed by the government, “Garcia said.
Garcia said that at present, they are reassessing the
situation regarding the closure of the quarantine centers due to the lack of Covid
patients. The Bayanihan
Centers will be returned to
its private owners. The CCQC
may continue operation as
an accredited second level
hospital. “We can convert the
CCQC as additional medical
facility for the people.”
He said that decision will
depend on Mayor Edgardo C.
Labella.
“I suggest that we will
continue operating CCQC
as a satellite or offsite cen-

ter that would cater to other
cases like dengue or be converted into a dialysis center,”
Garcia said.
He said that if the Noah
Center which is managed by
Vice Mayor Michael Rama
will be closed. It can be used
to expand the program to increase food production and
mass raising of domestic animals.
“At the Noah Center,
five mothers have delivered
their babies. We can utilize
it as “Paanakan:” or center
for infectious diseases. We
will find out what will be the
direction of Mayor Labella,
Vice Mayor Rama and the
government regarding these
quarantine facilities when
Covid-19 pandemic will be
totally solved,” said Garcia.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Labella, Rama plan to use Senior Citizens as Protocol Enforcers
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella and Vice Mayor Michael Rama are determined to tap the senior citizens as enforcers under the
Citizens Protocol Enforcement Movement (CPEM)
against Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19).
Labella and Rama briefly
talked about it last October
17, 2020. This happened after Rama conducted barangay-hopping and roamed
about the 80 barangays to inform the people about it.
Rama said he was happy
with the decision of the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
to allow people aged 15-21

years old and 60-65
years old to go out from
their residence.
But he said that his
original recommendation was for all senior
citizens to go out of their
homes for some exercises, relaxation, and recreation.
“Even President Rodrigo
Duterte is more than 75 years
old. I believe that for almost
a year already, the people
are much aware of a worldwide guidance by the World
Health Organization (WHO)
of the health care system. We
should not live in fear. We
should give freedom to senior

citizens but with responsibility,” Rama said.
In the CPEM, Rama said
each senior citizen will become a protocol enforcer or
marshal starting from their
respective families. Each must
remind every family member
about the health protocol imposed by the government to

combat Covid-19.
When
lockdown
that started last March
2020, the executive department used the word
“shall” which is mandatory. The IATF has no
legal basis to curtail the
freedom of senior citizens. But senior citizens
carry wisdom, track records
and circumspect. So, they follow IATF by just roaming inside their house.
Even on Nov. 1 (All
Saints’ Day) and Nov. 2 (All
Souls’ Day), he is against the
closure of cemeteries where
senior citizens cannot visit
the graves of their loved ones.

“Senior citizens are more
careful than young people.
They are more aware of protocol and signs. Eventually,
they continue to have meaningful living. But their physical condition is deteriorating
because they cannot go outside their homes. Their movement, their social interaction
is limited.,” Rama said.
Senior citizens are given
P12,000 a year or P1,000 a
month as financial assistance
by the Cebu City Government.
In surveys, most successful businessmen and
entrepreneurs are aged 60
years old and above. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Households in riversides need to be relocated
HOUSEHOLDS within
the three-meter easement or
riverbanks in major waterways in the city would have
to be relocated for waterway
projects to push through.
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella said this is the
only long-term solution to
the flooding problem that has
been plaguing the city.
La Niña is expected to last
until the middle of 2021.
An estimated 700 households or at most 4,000 individuals will be affected by the
relocation project in the riversides of Kamputhaw River,
Lahug River, Bulacao River,
Butuanon River, and the Teje-

ro and Tinago creeks.
The mayor said the city
will be providing a relocation
site for the households.
“Some of them are willing
to go back to their respective
provinces. Of course, we are
building three tenement housing for them. I hope we can
finish them soon since these

were temporarily stopped because of the pandemic,” said
the mayor.
The relocation of these
families would be the first
step in finally solving the flood
problem, as this would clear
the way for the Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) to dredge, deepen,

and widen the rivers.
The Department of Public
Services (DPS) and the Department of Engineering and
Public Works (DEPW) have
been instructed to clear the affected areas, clean out the garbage in the major waterways.
Councilors Jerry Guardo and Joel Garganera, the
council’s chairpersons for infrastructure and environment
respectively, both agreed that
there was a need for political
will to realize the drainage
project.
“This incident is a product
of many years of neglect. You
know what? There should be
political will for the drainage

problem to solved. The only
way to solve the drainage is
to clear our rivers,” said Garganera.
Guardo said that there
would be no movement on the
P4 billion drainage projects of
DPWH in Cebu City if these
households would remain.
“It takes political will to relocate these families and make
them follow the three-easement policy. There is a sense
of urgency on this matter,” he
added.
Both Guardo and Garganera believe that the DPWH
drainage masterplan is the
best solution for the flooding
problem of the city.

Foreign loan provider opens in Cebu City
A
SINGAPORE-based
loan provider officially expanded its operations in Cebu,
opening its doors to entrepreneurs needing to get a kickstart in their recovery plans.
Right Choice Finance Corporation (RCF), a fully owned
subsidiary of Right Choice
Capital Pte Ltd headquartered
in Singapore, is holding office
in Cebu Business Park.
This is its first branch outside Metro Manila.
RCF provides Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME) and consumer
loans through its digital business platform that combines
flexible financing products
and innovative human resources software.
“We don’t want to delay

our launch in Cebu. We’ve
come here to extend our assistance to Micro, Small and
Medium Entrepreneurs to get
back on their feet,” said James
Kodrowski, RCF founder and
managing director.
“RCF is a B2B company. To help Cebu businesses
bounce back, we will be here
to provide that vital support
across all stages of MSME development,” he added.
He said they chose to
expand in Cebu due to its
vibrant economic and commercial activities, and that
the island-province had been
poised to have a strong and
quick recovery from the crisis brought about by the
coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic.

“All signs point to a strong
recovery of the economy. In
the Philippines, we were having a good run. Businesses
were thriving, the economy is
doing well. The government
has provided great support,
and right now, everything is
manageable,” Kodrowski said.
With its digital banking
functionality, RCF clients can
receive their funds within 24
to 48 hours after submission,
evaluation, and approval.
Business loans are available to entrepreneurs to
keep them going and growing during this difficult time.
Meanwhile, consumers can
apply for personal loans to
fund their needs for housing,
vehicle, education, and other
endeavors.

Digital upgrade for city’s traffic system
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo Labella revealed that the
City Government is implementing a P238.56 million
digital upgrade to Cebu City’s
decades-old traffic system.
“I have recently issued a
notice to proceed to the joint
venture of Cylix Technologies,
Inc. and Triune Electronic
Systems, Inc. that will work on
modernizing our traffic infrastructure,” Labella said.
Covering 18 areas in
Cebu City, the Digital Traffic
System project will improve
traffic flow and enhance public safety and security. It will
involve vehicle detection, license plate recognition, and
speed cameras.
It will likewise include
digital countdown timers and

modern traffic signal controllers in the following crossing
or intersection: P. del Rosario
St. and Pelaez St.; P. del Rosario St. and Junquera St.; P.
del Rosario St. and D. Jakosalem St.; P. del Rosario St. and
Sikatuna-T. Padilla Streets;
Gen. Maxilom Ave. and D.
Jakosalem St.; Gen. Maxilom
Ave. and F. Ramos St., Gen.
Maxilom Ave. and Juana Osmeña St., Gen. Maxilom Ave.
and Gorordo Ave.-Echavez
St., Gen. Maxilom Ave. and
San Jose St., Gen. Maxilom
Avenue and Gotianuy St.;
Gen. Maxilom St. and A. Soriano St.; Gen. Maxilom Ave.
and S. Osmeña Ave.; Juan
Luna Ave. and A. Soriano
Ave.; Juan Luna Ave. and S.
Osmeña Ave.; Juan Luna Ave.

and F. Cabahug St.-Cardinal
Rosales; Gen. Maxilom Ave.
and J.C. Vera St. and Benedicto St.; Gen. Maxilom Ave.
and M.J. Cuenco; and M.J.
Cuenco and Pope John Paul
II Ave.
This advanced traffic system with smart surveillance
solutions will utilize an underground fiber optic network
and will be monitored through
a newly built Command Center that will act as a central
hub for the different agencies
involved in the traffic management in Cebu City.
“I am personally excited
for this project which I believe will benefit Cebuanos
who commute daily for work,
school, and their daily business,” the mayor said.

Cebu City to rid streets of vagrants
AS THE Christmas season nears, there are again
several street dwellers and
homeless persons loitering in
the City. It had become their
practice in the past years to
approach cars during traffic
stops and ask for money after
singing Christmas carols.
“This becomes a grave
concern for us this year since
we are still in the middle of a
pandemic due to COVID-19.
The presence of these vagrants in the City’s streets
poses health risks not just for
them but for our other residents and workers as well,”
Mayor Edgardo Labella said
The City Government
will be establishing a halfway
house where these individuals
will be brought and assessed
by our DSWS to determine
their origins so that they will
be brought back to where they
came from. Those who are

from outside Cebu City will be
sent back to their LGUs of origin. Those who are from Cebu
City will be brought back to
their families.
Labella said he had instructed City Administrator
Atty. Floro Casas, Jr. to coordinate with the Cebu City Anti-Mendicancy Office, CESET,
Department of Social Welfare
and Services, PROBE Team,
and Philippine National Police in undertaking appropriate action.
Cebu City Ordinance No.
1631 prohibits the giving to
and soliciting by mendicants
of cash or any material goods
in public places, buildings,
and establishments in the
City.
“This has to be strictly
implemented on top of our
public health and safety protocols to ensure everybody’s
safety, Labella said.
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Audit deficiencies in different
CHED scholarship programs
THE Commission on
Audit has found serious
deficiencies in the various
scholarship and student assistance programs being implemented by the Commission on Higher Education
(CHED).
The 2019 annual audit
report for CHED showed that
procedural deficiencies and
double entries for beneficiaries of the Tertiary Education
Subsidy (TES) program were
discovered by state auditors.
These issues were noted
in the CHED Central Office,
National Capital Region, Regions III, IV-A, IV-B, VI, X
and XIII.
TES is a grant-in-aid
program to extend financial
support for college students.
COA Director Ellinore
Lavilla told Chairman Prospero de Vera that CHED paid
P96.36 million to 2,339 TES
beneficiaries whose names
are not included in the master list of qualifiers.
Double entries involving
1,263 beneficiaries were also
noted, with CHED paying

out over P52 million.
According to COA, at
least P658.29 million in fund
transfers remained unliquidated while delayed release
of TES deprived “student
grantees of the timely use” of
the fund.
To address the audit issues, COA urged CHED to
review carefully the “Master
List of Listahanan” qualifiers and require beneficiaries whose names do not
appear in the list to submit
documents to support their
claim.
Adverse audit observations were also reported in
implementation of the CHED
Scholarship Programs and
the Tulong Dunong Program.
According to COA, the
objectives of the two programs for 2019-2020, “were
not fully achieved” due to
various reasons.
Auditors said the delay
in the release of funds had
affected timely utilization
for the scholarship programs
and resulted in the reversion
of P19.9 million or 13.89

percent of the total funds received by CHEDRO-NCR.
At least 15,280 “on-going
student grantees” and 10,956
grantees of the TDP remained unpaid as of December 31, 2019, thus, “depriving
the qualified and deserving
student-scholars and grantees financial assistance” for
their education.
Under the DP, students
are entitled to P15,000 financial assistance for each academic year to help finance
higher education expenses.
According to COA, the
objectives of the CSPs and
TDP to provide scholarship
to poor but deserving college students “were not fully
achieved due to the late release of the guidelines” for
the programs.
The CHED management
said financial benefits for
1,399 new grantees were unpaid because of their failure
to submit documents needed
for them to avail of the financial assistance.
The management added that delay in the grant of

assistance to 9,557 beneficiaries of CHED-TDP was
caused by non-availability
of funds from the Unified
Student Financial Assistance
System (UniFAST).
Meanwhile, the implementation of the K to
12 Transition Program for
Graduate Studies were also

saddled with audit issues.
Audit examiners said the
objectives of the program
were not fully achieved due
to low utilization of funds;
delay in payment of allowances by one to 10 months
and, in the case of CHEDRO
I, lack of supporting documents.

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
There is a café in France which charges €7 for a coffee
to rude customers and €1.40 to people who talk
politely to staff?
n Samsung is also a full-time weapons manufacturer?

n

DepEd to develop effective school leaders
THE Department of Education issued DO 24, s.
2020 or the National Adoption and Implementation of
the Philippine Professional
Standards for School Heads
(PPSSH), and DO 25, s.
2020 or the National Adoption and Implementation of
the Philippine Professional
Standards for Supervisors
(PPSS).
“The changes of various
national and global frameworks in education and the
changing characteristics of
our 21st century learners
necessitate a call for the rethinking of our professional standards for our school
heads and supervisors,” Secretary Leonor Magtolis Briones said.
“This is part of our efforts
to prepare the Department
for the transition into the
future. We want to develop
effective school leaders beyond our terms and beyond
our lifetime for the future of

education,” Briones added.
The PPSSH and the PPSS
are a product of a long-standing partnership between the
Philippine and the Australian governments. Australia, through its support to
the Philippine National Research Center for Teacher
Quality (RCTQ) worked with
DepEd in developing the two
sets of standards.
The RCTQ is a partnership between the Philippine
Normal University and the
University of New England,
Australia.
“We are pleased that in
time for National Teachers’
Month, DepEd has adopted
these evidence-based policies which will help align the
education system with global
standards while responding
to the Philippine context,”
Richard Sisson, acting Australian Ambassador said.
The newly adopted standards encourage greater proficiency; provide support for

professional learning and
development; help identify
development needs; and facilitate uniform assessment
of performance.
They also complement
the Philippine Professional Standards for Teachers
(PPST) – a major teacher
quality reform supported by
Australia and RCTQ – that
was adopted as DepEd policy
in 2017 and is now used by
over 800,000 public school
teachers.
RCTQ Director Dr. Gina
Gonong said the professional standards will “provide a
clear framework for school
leaders to deepen their expertise in pedagogical, management and leadership
skills, in ways that support
improved student learning
outcomes.”
In the DepEd system,
there are currently 43,448
school heads and 5,550 supervisors who will put the
policy into practice.

n

The original London Bridge is now in Arizona? It was
taken apart in 1963 and shipped overseas before being
reassembled piece by piece.
n The original London Bridge is now in Arizona? It was
taken apart in 1963 and shipped overseas before being
reassembled piece by piece.
n Ebulliophobia is the Fear of bubbles?

Now you know!

Best Quotes
from Successful People
“Don’t waste your time with explanations, people only
hear what they want to hear.” – Paulo Coelho
“Great men are not born great, they grow great.” –
Vito Corleone, The Godfather
“Some people can’t believe in themselves until someone
else believes in them first.” – Sean Maguire, Good
Will Hunting
“Why do we fall sir? So that we can learn to pick
ourselves up.” – Alfred, Batman Begins
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Trump holds first rally
since contracting COVID-19
JUST a week after his
release from the hospital,
President Donald Trump
returned to the campaign
trail on Monday (Oct 12)
for the first time since
contracting COVID-19, as he
tries to stage a late comeback
in the election’s final stretch.
“It’s great to be back in
my home state, Florida, to
make my official return to
the campaign trail,” Trump
declared in front of a crowd
of thousands of supporters.
“I am so energized by
your prayers and humbled by
your support,” he said.
Trump is pushing to
correct a stubborn deficit in

national and battleground
state polling.
His Sanford rally on
Monday night was his
first stop in a busy week
that will include events in
Pennsylvania, Iowa, North
Carolina, and Wisconsin.
The robust schedule
underscores the work Trump
needs to do as he tries to win
over voters just three weeks
before Election Day.
Trump’s doctor, Scott
Conley, said that after testing
negative and taking in
conjunction with other data,
including viral load, have led
him to conclude that Trump
was not contagious. CNA

Malaysia’s Anwar shows support to form new govt
MALAYSIAN
opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim on Tuesday met King
Al-Sultan Abdullah and said
he submitted documents to
prove his “strong and convincing” parliamentary support to form a new government.
Anwar said it was now up
to King Al-Sultan Abdullah
to decide on the next step but
added Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin had lost his majority and should resign.

OPPOSITION LEADER ANWAR IBRAHIM

Vatican to renew deal with
the Chinese Communist Party
THE Vatican is in the
process of renewing a deal
with the Chinese Communist
Party.
The move has raised concerns among U.S. officials
and human rights advocates
who note that China is one
of the most dangerous places
on the planet to be Christian.
While the precise terms
of the two-year-old agreement are undisclosed, observers say the Pope and Beijing will share jurisdiction in
the appointment of bishops.
“The first agreement,
signed in 2018, was intended to be experimental, but

its results have been grim.
In the past two years alone,
the Chinese government
has raided church services,
imprisoned non-compliant
priests and removed crosses from churches,” David
Curry, CEO of international
religious persecution watchdog, Open Doors USA said..
“The deal gives the Vatican
and the CCP shared authority over the appointment of
bishops in the country.”
Under Mao Zedong in
the early 1950s, China severed diplomatic ties with the
Vatican, razed churches and
deported missionaries before

setting up its own Catholic
Association. Under this selfstyled guild, the CCP retained
the right to ordain bishops
without the Vatican’s approval. In sealing a deal more than
two years ago, the Vatican’s
goal was to take back control
of the process.
However, the arrangement – both in its initial formulation and in the current
practice – has been criticized
as turning a blind eye to Beijing’s abuses. Those include
banning crosses and changing parables to fit Beijing’s
vision of social norms. FOX
NEWS

“I urge all parties to
give space to the king to
carry out his responsibilities under the constitution, and to go through
the documents and call
party leaders to confirm
and receive their input and
views,” Anwar told reporters.
Anwar claimed he had
the support of over 120 lawmakers in the 222-strong
parliament, disclosing his
numbers for the first time

since his announcement
last month he had secured
a majority from federal
lawmakers to form a new
government.
The king plays a largely ceremonial role, but he
can appoint a prime minister who in his view is likely to command a majority.
The king could also dissolve parliament and trigger elections on the prime
minister’s advice. REUTERS

Peru opens Machu Picchu
for single tourist
PERU has opened the
Inca ruins of Machu Picchu
for a single Japanese tourist
who had waited almost seven months to visit the world
heritage site.
Jesse Katayama was
due to visit Machu Picchu in
March but it closed because
of coronavirus.
Culture Minister Alejandro Neyra said Katayama
was granted access after submitting a special request.
The ancient Inca citadel Peru’s top tourist attraction,
is expected to re-open at reduced capacity next month
though no exact date has
been given.

Katayama planned to
spend only a few days in
Peru, but became stranded in
the town of Aguas Calientes,
near Machu Picchu, in midMarch because of coronavirus travel regulations.
Katayama was permitted
to enter the ruins on Saturday with the head of the park
“so that he can do this before
returning to his country,”
Neyra said.
In a video recorded on
top of Machu Picchu Mountain, the tourist celebrated
the long-awaited trip.
“This tour is truly amazing, thank you,” said Katayama. BBC
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15 HANGTOD 65 YEARS OLD
TUGTAN NA PAGGAWAS
HUMAN sa kapin sa
pito ka buwan nga pagkatanggong sud sa ilang
panimalay, ang mga tawo
nga nagpangedaron gikan
15 hangtod 65 karon gitugutan na sa pag gawas atol
sa community quarantine
Kini maoy gibutyag ni
Harry Roque, tigpamaba
sa pangulo, kinsa niingon
nga gilugwayan na sa gabinete ni Presidente Rodrigo
Duterte ang quarantine age
restrictions.
Apan si Roque nagkanayon nga gihatagan og
gahum ang tagsa tagsa ka
lokal nga kagamhanan sa
pag imponer og mas taas
nga age limit depende sa
sitwasyon sa COVID-19 sa
ilang hurisdiksyon.
Nunot niini, ang Cebu

City Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) nag-awhag
kang Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella sa pagpabilin sa ubang restrictions
ubos sa modified general community quarantine
(MGCQ) aron malikayan
ang bag-ong pagsaka sa
mga kaso sa coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19).
Si Konsehal Joel Garganera, deputy chief implementor sa EOC, niingon
nga anaa ra sa mayor kon
iya ba nga iimplementar
ang bag-ong minimum
guidelines nga gilatid sa
Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF) alang sa mga lugar
ubos sa MGCQ.
Si Garganera niingon
nga ang paglugak sa age restrictions ug ang pagtugot

Dinaliang aksyon batok sa pagbaha
GITAHASAN ni Cebu
City Mayor Edgar Labella ang
pipila ka mga departamento
og mga buhatan sa City Government sa pag-implementar
sa dinalian ug malungtaron
nga mga solusyon sa baha sa
syudad human masinati ang
pagbaha Martes sa gabii, Oktubre 13, 2020.
Kini ang gipadayag ni
Mayor Labella human siya
nipatawag og emergency
meeting sa pipila ka mga
kadagkuan sa sa City Government sama sa Department of Engineering and
Public Works (DEPW) ug
Cebu City Disaster Risk Reduction Management Of-

fice(CCDRMO) niadtong Oktubre 14, 2020.
Matod ni Labella, kinahanglan adunay dinalain nga
aksyon ug makapangandam
kon aduna usab mahitabo
nga katalagman o emerhensiya.
Atol sa maong tigom, si
Konsehal Jerry Guardo kinsa
maoy chairman sa Committee on Infrastructure, ni-presentar sa mga long term
solutions sama sa pag-implementar sa 3-meter easement
sa mga sapa aron mapalapdan ug mapalawman kini.
“We really need to widen
unya to dredge unya palagman sad nato ang mga ex-

isting rivers kay otherwise
kon dili na siya ma solve, ang
diri sa downstream mao to
nga mo-clogged up ang baha
mo-backflow,” si Konsehal
Guardo nagkanayon.
Matod usab ni Guardo
nga ang nakapugong sa maong proyekto mao ang mga
informal settlers nga naa
nagpuyo dapit sa mga sapa.
Samtang gibutyag usab
ni Ramil Ayuman, ang pangulo sa CCDRMO, nga padayon ang ilang mga operasyon lakip na ang search ang
retrieval operation sa usa ka
16-anyos nga lalaki nga missing nunot sa pagbaha Martes
sa gabii.

Mga sayop sa modules isumbong sa ‘Error Watch’
ANG Department of Education (DepEd) nagmugna og “Error Watch” aron
modawat og mga sumbong
sa mga sayop sa modules.
Matud pa sa pahayag
nga gipagawas sa DepEd,
ang mga sayop nga makita sa self-learning modules
mahimo nang i-report sa
“DepEd Error Watch”.
Mahimong ipadala ang
sumbong pinaagi sa email,
text o Viber, Messenger ug

Workchat.
Bisan ang mga sayop
nga makita sa DepEd TV ug
DepEd Commons, mahimo
na usab nga ipadala sa departamento.
Ang mga sumbong mahimong ipadala pinaagi sa
text number 09616805334;
email address nga errorwatch@deped.gov.ph;
sa
messenger DepEd Error
Watch ug Workchat nga
DepEd Error Watch.

Una nang nanawagan
ang DepEd nga dili lang
unta pakaulawan ang mga
nagpaluyo sa module ug
i-address og tarung kon
aduna may reklamo nga dili
na iagi og post sa social media.
Hangyo pa sa DepEd
nga magtinabangay ang
tanan aron mapalambo ang
edukasyon, modular man,
online, TV, o radio-based
instruction.

sa lumba sa kabayo ug sabong nag-agad sa kaalam sa
mayor.
Si Labella nipahibawo
nga motuman siya sa 15 to
65-year-old age restriction
nga gilatid sa IATF.
Ang mayor gipaabot nga
moluwat og executive order
nga mag implementar sa
mga bag-ong kausaban sa
quarantine restrictions.
Hinuon, ang EOC naglaum nga dili tangtangon
diha-diha dayon sa mayor
ang mga border controls
ingon man ang mga regulasyon sa mangabot nga locally stranded individuals.
Sa lain nga pamahayag,
si Mayor Edgardo Labella
hugot nga midili sa lumba sa kabayo og sabong sa
dakbayan.

LTO 7 milusad sa ‘Serbisyong
Malasakit On Wheels’
SA TINGUHA nga ipaduol ang sebisyo sa katawhan, ang Land Transportation Office (LTO)
7 opisyal nga milusad sa
“Serbisyong
Malasakit
On Wheels” niadtong Biyernes, Oktubre 16.
Ang mga serbisyo mga
ihatod sa LTO 7 mao ang
mosunod:
Ø Mobile Drivers Education Center (DEC)
Ø Paglikat og Student Permit
Ø Renewal sa Driver’s License
Ø Motor vehicle registration
Ø Printing sa driver’s
license card
Ang LTO 7 nakig-partner sa Naga City Government sa pagsugod sa upgraded ‘LTO 7 On Wheels’.
Ang ahensya nagsugod
sa tulo ka adlaw nga Mobile DEC niadtong October 14 diin 40 ka Nagahanons ang nakapahimulos
sa barato nga DEC aron
makakuha og student permit.
Nakigsabot sab ang
LTO 7 sa ubang local gov-

ernment units (LGUs)
aron mapahimuslan sab
sa ubang mga taga probinsiya ang mga serbisyo
nga gitanyag sa LTO 7
Serbisyong Malasakit On
Wheels
Si LTO 7 regional director Victor Emmanuel
Caindec niingon nga ang
mga nominado sa LGU
hatagan og higayon nga
maka enroll ubos sa mobile DEC.
Ang swerte nga mga
indibidwal gipili sa LGU
base sa ilang social statuses sama niadtong walay sarang ikabayad sa
mga pribadong driving.
schools.
Ang unang batch hatagan og libre nga 15-hour
Theoretical Driving ug
ang LTO-7 nakig partner
na sa mga LGUs alang sa
mamahimo unyang dapit
diin ipahigayon ang pagbansay-bansay.
Human sa 3-day training sa mobile DEC, makuha na sa mga gradwado
ang ilang student permit
gikan sa mobile bus sa
LTO 7.

