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Though MCWD pays P1.3B to Maynilad, Manila Water

THE Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) has
already paid Maynilad Water Services Inc. and Manila
Water Company Inc. a total
of P1.3 billion but the Cebu
Provincial Government failed
to get its share---not even a
single centavo.
Board Member Glenn
Anthony Soco said this is the
main reason why the Cebu
Provincial Board supports
the legal actions the executive
department headed by Gov.
Gwendolyn Garcia would undertake.
Soco said that Maynilad
and the Cebu Provincial Government forged a Joint Venture Agreement (JVA) to get
bulk surface water from Luyang, Carmen, Cebu to be supplied to MCWD through its
Liloan, Cebu injection pump.
He said he has no information why the Manila Water
entered the transaction. The
influential person behind Manila Water which is owned by
the Ayala conglomerate was
Rene Almendras, who later
became the executive secretary during the presidency of
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III.
Under the JVA, Soco said
the Local Government Unit
(LGU) of Cebu Province was
supposed to own a fixed share

of 49 percent of the bulk water supply business, while
Maynilad will have 51 percent.
Aside from the JVA
wherein the Cebu Provincial
Government will own 49 percent of the bulk water supply
business, the LGU also invested P250 million. It was
agreed that MCWD will receive the bulk water supply in
Liloan, Cebu.
Soco said the JVA was
perfected during Garcia’s
third term in 2012. Garcia
was Cebu governor from July
1, 2004 to June 30, 2013.
Soco said Garcia was suspended from the service because of charges filed by her
political opponents. Then
Vice Governor Agnes Almendras Magpale became the
acting governor. Agnes is the
sister of Rene.
Soco said that when Magpale took over the governorship, she allowed Maynilad
to revise scope of operations
and transfer to Consolacion
where MCWD will receive
the supply from Luyang, Carmen. At this time, Maynilad
increased the capitalization,
ignoring the JVA and diluted
the shares of the Cebu Provincial Government from 49
percent to only 29 percent.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
However, the Cebu Provincial Government never
received even a single centavo share from the P1.3 billion paid by MCWD to the
Luzon-based firm. The bulk
water business also covered
the six years governorship of
Hilario Davide III.
“We are demanding for
accountability and transparency even if it is in the agreement that we are supposed to
own 49 percent plus dividend
of the investment of P250
million which Maynilad and

Manila Water did not return
to the provincial government,
Soco told Cebu Business
Week and DYRC radio.
Soco said the provincial
government is looking into
the legal basis for Maynilad
and Manila Water to dilute
the shares of the Cebu Provincial Government when that is
a JVA and the shares of the
LGU.
“We are questioning the
procedure why it reached to
that point. There may be an
anomaly in changing the procedure,” Soco said.
He said that Garcia met

RENE ALMENDRAS,
FORMER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

AGNES MAGPALE,
FORMER CEBU GOVERNOR

with board members to tackle
the issue. All of them support
Garcia in seeking accountability from past government
officials who allowed this to
happen.
“We are taking the lead
of Gov. Gwen on how we can
proceed with the issue,” Soco
said.
He said the case is still in
the arbitration stage. But the
Board has already passed a
resolution supporting Garcia. The Cebu provincial legal
team is also studying the possibility of filing proper cases
in court to make public and
private personalities accountable
The arbitration is separate.
If the provincial legal
team will find irregularity,
then they can file the necessary cases in court or the Office of the Ombudsman because there are public officials
involved.
Soco said Garcia issued a
cease and desist order against
Maynilad and Manila Water which were also found
to have dug about four deep
water wells in Carmen to extract water, which is another
violation because the JVA
was supposed to tap only the
surface water.
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Visayan artists emerge with
Shell Virtual Art Interact
DESPITE the various
problems around the world,
Shell Virtual Art Interact
was held last November 7,
2020, where Visayan artists
emerged into the spotlight
to tell their own unique stories of hope, courage, and redemption.
For them, the year 2020
has been an exceptionally
challenging period for communities around the world.
As the nation continues
to grapple with an ongoing Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic, raging
typhoons, ongoing La Niña
phenomenon, and other calamities, industries have
been pushed to adapt or
close doors, but the art world
is exempted.
This leg of Virtual Art Interact that focused in the Visayas is the third of a series of
virtual workshops launched
by Shell in line with its 53rd

National Students Art Competition (NSAC).
Breaking away from the
conventional art symposia
which had been put on hold
by lockdowns, Virtual Art
Interact explores the various
communities of artists from
diverse Philippine regions,
empowering them to narrate
their struggles and victories

through visual storytelling.
Luzon had the spotlight
on October 3, while Mindanao followed on October 17.
Hosted by Fringe Manila’s Creative Director Andrei Paminutan, the event
also featured a live sketching
demonstration by artists and
students.
Sankie Simbulan, Coun-

try Social Performance and
Investment Manager of Pilipinas Shell, explained the
reason for this journey. She
said, “It is important for us
to expand outside the local
art periphery. Virtual Art
Interact was a chance for us
to show people that there is
so much more to the Philippine creative scene by featur-

ing various artists across the
country.”
As the longest-running
student art competition in
the Philippines, the NSAC
has been cultivating the next
generation of Filipino artists,
curators, and collectors. By
engaging these creatives, it
supports and empowers the
community to uplift more
people through their creative
gifts.
Visayan art has birthed
prolific artists such as Cebuano painter Martino Abellana,
Boholano mixed media artist Henri Cainglet, and Negrense abstract expressionist
artist Alfonso Osorio, among
others.
However, despite the exhibits that have made their
way in Luzon, there is still
much to be discovered as
many of these artists still
have to reach the radar of a
wider audience. PR

DOE forfeits 300,000 illegal butane cannisters
THE Department of Energy (DOE) has forfeited
in favor of the government
about 300,000 seized illegal
butane canisters refilled with
Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG)
and will be soon disposed at
its storage area in the City of
Naga, Cebu.
DOE Legal Officer Mark
Russ Gamallo said the forfeited illegal butane canisters
are separate from the millions of pesos worth of illegal
products seized in Barangay
Kalunasan, Cebu City and
now served as evidence be-

fore the Regional Trial Court.
“We are really running
after those engaging in the
business because this caused
fires that destroyed lives and
properties,” Gamallo said.
At the same time, the
DOE is also processing the
applications for Standard
Compliance Certificate (SCC)
of about six producers of
LPG cylinders or LPG canisters who are also registering
their products for patent.
The DOE issued SCCs for
those engaged in refilling,
marketers, dealers, haulers

and retailers.
What makes this business of LPG cylinders or LPG
canisters lucrative is that it is
an alternative fuel. This is an

alternative for firewood and
charcoal in cooking at home
and in workplace and very affordable than big LPG tanks.
That’s why more people are

investing in this business,
Gamallo said.
The 11 kilos of LPG tank
is priced at about more than
P800 including the value-added tax (VAT) while
the refill of the LPG cylinder
is only about P35.
Gamallo reminded the
public that a certification of a
dealer is not a legal basis for
a retailer to sell LPG cylinder
or LPG canister. If a sari-sari store wants to retail LPG
cylinder or LPG canister,
he must secure a SCC from
DOE. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DA to teach urban gardening, says Diputado
DEPARTMENT
Agriculture (DA) 7 Director Salvador “Salva” Diputado said
they are eager to conduct
lectures for city residents
who are willing to engage in
“urban gardening” under its
food production program.
Diputado said they are
not only giving free seeds
and fertilizers to those interested in urban gardening.
They will conduct lectures so

DA farm experts can guide
them on what containers to
be used, where to put the
containers with plants, how
often should they water the
plants, and what kind of fertilizers should they use.
Diputado believes that
urban gardening can reduce
the people’s risk of eating
vegetables sprayed with pesticides and later laced with
chemicals. He said it can re-

duce household expenses on
vegetables.
He cited the broccoli vegetable as example, which is
always sprayed with pesticides to prevent pests from
destroying it. These are laced
with chemicals to prevent
it from rotting while on display. People who buy broccoli should wash it with baking
soda to remove the chemical.
Diputado said DA Secre-

tary William Dar aims to encourage the people, whether
in urban area or rural area
to engage in planting of vegetables and fruits to increase
food production as one way
to survive the pandemic.
He said thousands of
people lost their jobs and
livelihood because of pandemic, hence, food production is a must.
“We are happy to conduct

lectures to all people who are
interested to plant vegetables
because of the goal of Secretary Dar that no Filipino will
be hungry because evertbody
knows how to grow crops,”
Diputado said.
He discouraged the people from engaging in ornamental plants because it will
only incur expenses and cannot produce food. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Joe Biden wins
US presidency
THE United States of
America (USA) has a new
president in the person of
Joseph Robinette Biden Jr.
or Joe Biden who won in the
November 3, 2020 election.
Biden was born on November 20, 1942 and became
the 46th US president at the
age of 78. He is now the US
president-elect. He was a US
senator at 29 years old from
1973 to 2009 and US vice
president from 2009 to 2017.
Former US President
Barack Obama congratulated
Biden as the next president,
and the next First Lady, Jill
Biden.
Obama also congratulated Kamla Harris as the next
US vice president.
“In this election, under
circumstances never experi-

enced, Americans turned out
in numbers never seen, and
once every vote is counted,
President-elect Biden and
Vice President-Elect Harris
will have won a historic and
decisive victory,” Obama
said.
“We’re fortunate that
Joe’s got what it takes to be
President and already carries
himself that way. Because
when he walks into the White
House in January, he’ll face a
series of extraordinary challenges no incoming President ever has – a raging pandemic, an unequal economy
and justice system, a democracy at risk, and a climate in
peril,” Obama added.
“I know he’ll do the job
with the best interests of every American at heart, wheth-

er or not he had their vote. So
I encourage every American
to give him a chance and
lend him your support.
The election results at
every level show that
the country remains
deeply and bitterly
divided. It will be
up to not just Joe
and Kamala, but
each of us, to
do our part, to
reach out beyond our comfort zone, to listen to others, to
lower the temperature and
find some common ground
from which to move forward,
all of us remembering that we
are one nation under God.
“Finally, I want to thank
everyone who worked, organized, and volunteered for
the Biden campaign, every
American who got involved

in their own way, and everybody who voted for the
first time. Your efforts made
a difference. Enjoy this moment. Then stay engaged. I
know it can be exhausting.
But for this democracy to
endure, it requires our active
citizenship and sustained fo-

Avoid scammers,
SEC tells public LTO 7 to LGUs:
WHILE the number of
investment scams increased,
the Securities and Exchange
Commission-Cebu Extension
Office (SEC-CEO) is urging
the public to avoid the scammers and ask the agency before putting their money on
any business.
From January to October 2020, SEC has issued
advisories against more than
200 scammers or investment
scams which increased to
about 400 percent this year
compared to the same period
in 2019.
In celebrating the 84th
anniversary of SEC, the agency declared an Investor Protection Week as mandated in
Proclamation No. 846 issued
by President Rodrigo Duterte
last November 15, 2019.
SEC
Cebu
Officer-in-Charge Atty. Alma
Marie R. Estrada-Dalena
said that scammers took advantage of the pandemic in
screwing investors.
“The people must be
vigilant by first verifying
with SEC the background
of a business firm especially

if it offers an unreasonable
amount of returns of investment. A SEC registration
does not authorize an entity
to secure investment from
the people. The SEC registration only grant a judicial
personality. It needs a secondary license if the company will solicit investment,”
Dalena said.
She said selling security needs a SEC registration
based on the Securities Regulation Code (SRC). The firm,
its officials or agents must
also secure license from SEC.
Aside from the traditional Ponzi and pyramiding
scheme, investment scams
and other illegal schemes are
using cryptocurrency and
forex trading in recruiting
investors.
“We invited the public
to join our Investor Protection Week events. They may
email us at seccebu@sec.gov.
ph and register in our webinar organized by our office.
They may also visit Facebook
page, facebook.com/PhilippineSEC for more information. TIARA JARUTAY

cus on the issues – not just
in an election season, but all
the days in between. Our democracy needs all of us more
than ever. And Michelle and
I look forward to supporting our next President and
First Lady however we can.”
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Implement speed limit
THE Land Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 incessantly urges all local government units
(LGUs) in Metro Cebu to unite
in addressing the issue of road
accidents involving Ceres Bus
Liners.
Joint Memorandum Circular No. 2018-001of the
Department of Transportation (DOTr), Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), and Department
of Interior and Local Government (DILG) states the
“Guidelines and Standards
for the Classification of Roads,
Setting of Speed Limits Under Republic Act No. 4136,
and Collection of Road Crash
Data.”
Under
DOTr-DPWH-DILG JMC 2018-001
the relevant Sangguniang
Panlungsod or Sangguniang
Bayan may enact a speed limit
ordinance for purposes of local enforcement.
Under Republic Act 4136,

all national roads with passenger cars, motorcycles, and
similar vehicles shall have an
allowable speed limit of 80
kph for open road; 40 kph for
through street; and 20 kph for
the crowded street.
Motor trucks, buses, and
similar vehicles shall have an
allowable speed limit of 50
kph for the open road; 30 kph
for through street; and 20 kph
for the crowded street.
Likewise, all Provincial,
Municipal, City, and Barangay
roads are mandated to classify
their roads to set the appropriate speed limits.
“Speeding is the most important contributor to road
fatalities and is at the core of
the road injury as it both crash
risk and crash severity. The
setting and strong enforcement of speed limits are one
of the most effective interventions in significantly reducing
road crashes and road crash
fatalities and injuries. The par-

ticipation of local government
units is vital in improving the
level of speed limit enforcement in the Philippines,” read
the JMC 2018-001.
LTO 7 regional director
Victor Emmanuel Caindec
said that based on LTO 7’s
observations, one of the factors which highly contributed
to the risk of road accidents
is allowing the simultaneous
co-existence of vehicles and
non-motorized transport.
Furthermore, the non-observance of speed limits imposed by LGUs, congestion of
roads by buses, bicycle, and
motorcycles, lack of bike lanes
implementation, and lack of
stricter implementation of
designated bus stops are the
factors of the road accidents.
LTO 7 added that they
have always actively been at
the forefront of implementing the Land Transportation
Office’s Road Safety Action
Plan.
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Trump cries ‘cheating’
In 2016, the followers
of Hillary Clinton could
not accept that Donald
Trump won. And they
found the reasons agonizingly long in coming. But
Hillary readily accepted
defeat. Last week, President Trump and his passionate followers could not
take defeat. And Trump
readily gave them the abWeekly Notes
surd excuse – cheating. Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
The challenger, Joe Biden,
cheated the sitting president of the United States of America?
Political observers in the Philippines joked that President
Trump must have a Filipino adviser. Practically nobody loses here. There are winners and there are victims of cheating.
For example, the clear loser from the Solid North ridiculously
cried cheating like Trump.
I find Trump’s excuse ridiculous, though. It came to a
point that his supporters cried different demands in different
areas. In Pennsylvania for instance, Trump supporters demanded to stop the votes. But in Arizona, they said count the
votes. Though funny, incensed Trump supporters believed
the Biden camp cheated. In their minds, the only explanation for the Trump defeat is cheating. The Trumpers will fight
you zealously if you question their reasoning. They exhibited
what psychologists call cognitive dissonance.
In his book “Win Bigly. Persuasion in a World Where
Facts Don’t Matter,” pro-Trump Scott Adams wrote this.
“The first ‘tell’ for cognitive dissonance is the absurdity of the
rationalization.” While the context of Adams’ book was 2016,
this could very well apply to the defeated president and his
followers now. Of course, I am awaiting the author’s podcast
on last week’s election result.
Impact in the Philippines
The post-election situation in the United States, nevertheless, worries me. Incoming President Joe Biden will find it
difficult to unite the polarized electorate of the world’s most
powerful country. And global tensions are heating up like
what is happening at the West Philippine Sea.
How would President Rodrigo Duterte react to the change
of guards in America? Will he insult the new president like what
he did to former president Barack Obama? Will a Biden presidency support a more repressive Duterte administration for fear
of losing the Philippines to China? Or will the new American administration throw its support behind the opposition?
Challenging
PR practitioner Malou Tiquia sees challenges in Duterte
establishing a good relationship with Biden. I agree. For example, expect Democrats to push for human rights. Remember how Duterte went ballistic when Sen. Bato dela Rosa was
banned from entering the United States. Duterte moved to
abrogate the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA). But soon, the
Duterte administration backtracked on the VFA issue.
But how would the Biden victory impact on Duterte’s relationship with China? This is something I want to see. (Emmanuel Mongaya is a co-founder and the director for strategic PR of PRWorks Inc. @anol_cebu in Twitter)
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Biden presidency
and Duterte
President Rodrigo Duterte congratulated President-elect Joseph ‘Joe’ Biden
for his victory over Donald
Trump in last week’s US
presidential election.
“The Philippines and
the United States have
long-standing bilateral relations and we are committed to further enhancing the
relations with the United
States under the Biden administration. We look forward to working closely with
the new administration of
President-elect Biden anchored on mutual respect,
mutual benefit, and shared
commitment to democracy,
freedom and the rule of law,”
said Presidential spokesperson Harry Roque.
Perhaps, this statement
augurs well for the start of
a good relationship with a
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Democratic president of the
United States. Remember in
2016 how Pres. Duterte insulted then President Barack
Obama. “Go to Hell,” Duterte
said because of criticisms of
his violent anti-drug campaign.
But will a United States
under a Democratic president refrain from pushing
human rights issues in the
Philippines? Will Democratic American legislators stop
talking about EJK or stop
supporting jailed Senator
Leila de Lima? Look, the senator is accused to be a drug
lord. But she is the poorest
senator in the current Senate.
Will a Biden presidency allow Pres. Duterte’s
friend Dennis Uy to continue
amassing wealth using China
money like a partnership in a
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third telco?
Will America allow joint
efforts between the Philippines and China to explore
oil and other minerals in the
West Philippine Sea?
Expect a Biden presidency to strengthen alliances in
the West Philippine Sea to
check on China flexing its
military muscles. Could Pres.
Duterte continue to play both
the US and China cards?
Pundits likewise await a
Biden presidency that abandons the “America First” foreign policy of outgoing President Trump and reasserts
American global leadership.
In the global race for
the coronavirus vaccine, being in good graces with the
Biden administration will
benefit the Philippines. But
can Duterte distance himself
from China?
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Deutsche Bank to sell Trump’s loans?

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Deutsche Bank executives were reportedly looking to offload President
Donald Trump’s loans as
part of an effort to cut the
institution’s financial ties
to him after the U.S. election. Three unnamed senior
officials at the investment
bank told Reuters that it
was tired of the negative
publicity around its relationship with the president,
which has come under the
scrutiny of multiple investi-

gations. However, they told
Reuters discussions about
offloading the $340 million
of outstanding Trump loans
in a secondary market did
not progress because there
was no clear demand from
potential buyers, in part due
to the problems surrounding the debt. The loans are
to the Trump Organization,
the president’s umbrella
group of about 500 business
entities, according to filings
made to the U.S. Office of
Government Ethics in July,
and Reuters. Two of the officials also told the news
agency that the three loans
are personally guaranteed
by Trump, which may mean
foreclosing on the president
or seizing his assets if he is
unable to pay them back or
refinance the debt. However, demanding the money
back soon becomes more
difficult if he is re-elected
as president, so Deutsche is
reportedly awaiting the elec-

tion result before taking any
action to claw back the loans
and end its relationship with
Trump, which began in the
1990s. (Newsweek)
oOo
US employers hired
the fewest workers in five
months in October, offering
the clearest evidence yet that
the end of fiscal stimulus and
exploding new COVID-19
infections were sapping momentum from the economic
recovery. Nonfarm payrolls
increased by 638,000 jobs
last month after rising by
672,000 in September, the
Labor Department said in
its closely watched employment report on Friday (Nov
6). That was the smallest
gain since the jobs recovery
started in May and left employment still well below its
peak in February. The unemployment rate fell to 6.9
per cent from 7.9 per cent
in September. Economists
polled by Reuters had fore-

cast payrolls advancing by
600,000 jobs in October and
the jobless rate dipping to
7.7 per cent. The report underscored the challenges the
next president, whether it is
incumbent Republican Donald Trump or Democrat Joe
Biden confronts to keep the
economy growing as it heals
from the deepest recession
since the Great Depression.
A contested election reduces
the chances of another coronavirus rescue package from
the government this year.
Even if more fiscal policy is
agreed on, it will likely be
smaller than had been anticipated before the election.
(Reuters/CNA)
oOo
Japanese
automaker
Honda reported on Friday (Nov 6) that its profit
rose 23 per cent in the last
quarter, despite a pandemic that has slammed businesses around the world.
Tokyo-based Honda Motor

said its July to September
profit was 240.9 billion yen
(US$2.3 billion), up from
196.5 billion yen a year earlier, as the auto market recovered in some parts of the
world. Honda said it carried
out aggressive cost cuts that
involved a “fundamental review” of its operations. The
situation was also improving
from earlier this year, when
lockdowns and other problems related to COVID-19
caused disruptions of some
production and an inventory crunch.Quarterly sales
slipped to 3.65 trillion yen
(US$35 billion) from 3.73
trillion yen the same period
a year earlier. Honda, which
makes the Accord sedan and
Asimo robot, warned that
uncertainty remains amid
rising COVID-19 cases. But
the company stressed it was
managing to cling to profitability. (AP/CNA)
Mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Marcos order of integration of police, fire and jails

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Here are excertps the Presidential Decree of Marcos
integrating the said offices,
including that of Cebu.
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE
No. 482 (June 13, 1974)
INTEGRATION OF POLICE
AND FIRE
DEPARTMENTS AND
JAILS IN CERTAIN
PROVINCES
I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested
in me by the Constitution,
and pursuant to the Proclamation No. 1081, dated
September 21, 1972 and No.
1104, dated January 17, 1973

and General Order No. 1,
dated September 22, 1972,
do hereby order and decree
to be part of the law of the
land, the following:
Section 1. Integration
of city/municipal police and
fire departments and jails in
certain provinces. All laws
to the contrary notwithstanding, the city/municipal
police and fire departments
and jails in the following
provinces, as they are presently constituted and organized, are hereby integrated
into the law enforcement
units to be known as indicated:
a. All municipalities of
the Province of Bulacan,
except the Municipality of
Valenzuela, to be known as
the Bulacan Integrated Police Force;
b. All municipalities of
the Province of Pampanga,
including the City of Angeles, to be known as the
Pampanga Integrated Police
Force;
c. All municipalities of
the Province of Nueva Ecija, including the Cities of
Cabanatuan, Palayan and
San Jose, to be known as the
Nueva Ecija Integrated Police Force;

d. All municipalities of
the Province of Laguna, including the City of San Pablo, to be known as the Laguna Integrated Police Force;
e. All municipalities of the Province of
the Province of Cebu,
including the Cities of
Cebu, Danao, Lapulapu, Mandaue and Toledo, to be known as the
Cebu Integrated Police
Force; and,
f. All municipalities of
the Province of Misamis
Oriental, including the Cities of Cagayan de Oro and
Gingoog, to be known as the
Misamis Oriental Integrated
Police Force.
Section 2. Head of the
Integrated Police Forces.
The heads of the Bulacan
Integrated Police Force, the
Pampanga Integrated Police Force, the Nueva Ecija
Integrated Police Force, the
Laguna Integrated Police
Force, the Cebu Integrated
Police Force and the Misamis Oriental Integrated
Police Force, the Cebu Integrated Police Force and
Misamis Oriental Integrated
Police Force shall be designated by the Chief of Constabulary from among the

officers of the Philippine
Constabulary.
Section 3. Jurisdiction of the Integrated Police Forces. The Integrated
Police Forces constituted
pursuant to Section 1 hereof
shall be responsible for the
public safety and discharge
the functions of enforcement of the laws and maintenance of peace and order
within the territorial limits
of each of the above-mentioned provinces and the cities therein. These Integrated
Police Forces shall have the
power to prevent crimes,
take necessary measures for
public safety, effect arrest of
criminal offenders, investigate the commission of all
crimes and offenses in their
respective jurisdictions and
bring the offenders to justice.
Section 4. Operational
control and direction over
the Integrated Police Forces. The Philippine Constabulary shall exercise operational control, direction
and supervision over the
Integrated Police Forces
herein constituted. For this
purpose, the Chief of Constabulary shall integrate the
above-mentioned Integrat-

ed Police Forces into the organizational and operational set-up of the Philippine
Constabulary and exercise
control, direction and supervision through the Head
of each of the said Integrated Police Forces: Provided,
That such Integrated Police
Forces shall not form part of
the Philippine Constabulary
as a military organization
and a Major Service of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines but as civilian components thereof, except as may
be directed by the President
in time of emergency.
Section 5. Extent of control and direction. The power of control and direction
over each of the Integrated
Police Forces shall include
the power to control and direct the tactical, strategical
movements, deployments,
placements and/or utilization of the Integrated Police
Forces concerned, or any of
its components, elements,
equipment, facilities, and
all other resources, within
its territorial jurisdiction;
the training of the members
thereof; and such other powers that may be necessary to
make such control and direction real and effective.
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U.S. Presidential Race thru Electoral College

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Much has been said
about the U.S. Election.
Each camp claiming victory trading charges of fraud
and cheating. Today, Presidential Candidate Joe
Biden leads the race to
White House and would
become the next president of the most powerful
country in the world.
But many are puzzled
how does Americans elect
their president? Is it by
way of popular votes like
we elected President Rodrigo Duterte? Or is it by

their Congress? Or by a
body?
In many instances the
popular candidates could
not be elected as president. Recently, we have
Hillary Clinton who won
the popular votes against
Donald Trump in 2016
but did not make it to the
White House. Al Gore had
more votes than George
Bush but still lost the
presidential race.
Puzzling indeed, but in
United States it is not the
popular votes that count.
The people elect representatives to the electoral
college who shall finally choose the president.
Thus, even if the candidate
won the majority votes
it does not automatically
mean that he shall gain the
seat in the White House.
But how did the electoral college arise?
During the framing
of the U.S. constitution
among the issues debated by the delegates to the
1787 Constitutional Con-

vention, one of the hardest to resolve was how to
elect the president. The
Founding Fathers debated for months, with some
arguing that Congress
should pick the president
and others insistent on a
democratic popular vote.
Their compromise is
known as the Electoral
College.
What Is the Electoral
College?
The system calls for the
creation, every four years,
of a temporary group of
electors equal to the total
number of representatives
in Congress. Technically, these electors, and not
the American people, who
vote for the president. In
modern elections, the first
candidate to get 270 of the
538 total electoral votes
wins the White House.
As provided in Article
II, Section 1 Clause 2 of
the US Constitution, each
state shall appoint electors selected in a manner
that each state legisla-

ture determines, and it
disqualifies any person
holding a federal position.
There are currently 538
electors and which means
the
elected
president
should get 270 to be elected. If the votes are both
269, there will be a tie,
and the Constitution has
a way of deciding through
the members of the US
Congress. The number of
electors for every state
varies because it depends
on the number of congressional districts and the
Senate seat.
The Electoral College
was never intended to be
the “perfect” system for
picking the president, says
George Edwards III, emeritus political science professor at Texas A&M University. It wasn’t like the
Founders said, ‘Hey, what
a great idea! This is the
preferred way to select the
man in the White House.
During the debate on
the Electoral College, a
group was dead set against

letting the people elect
the president by a straight
popular vote. First, they
thought 18th-century voters lacked the resources
to be fully informed about
the candidates, especially
in rural outposts. Second,
they feared a headstrong
“democratic mob” steering the country astray.
And third, a populist president appealing directly
to the people could command dangerous amounts
of power.
Out of those drawnout debates came a compromise based on the idea
of electoral intermediaries. These intermediaries wouldn’t be picked by
Congress or elected by the
people. Instead, the states
would each appoint independent “electors” who
would cast the actual ballots for the presidency.
The Americans have a
unique system only they
could understand.
Perhaps this is what they call
American democracy.

Chinese workers jeopardize employment, livelihood

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

The influx of Chinese
nationals seeking to work
in the country has become an issue of concern.
It threatens not only local
employment and livelihood but also on a possible
“threat” as sounded by the
country’s security officials.
Lawmakers and workers groups likewise sounded the alarm over a spike
in foreign labor from China, many of whom are taking blue-collar jobs.
A Social Weather Stations (SWS) conducted
not too long ago has re-

vealed that majority of the
respondents were worried
about the rising number
of foreign Chinese workers in the country.
But policymakers under President Rodrigo
Duterte’s administration
ignored their warnings.
Thus, the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines
(TUCP), the country’s biggest labor group, said the
influx of more Chinese
workers into the country’s
critical infrastructures and
several industries bring
more serious implications
to local employment and
national security,
Based on report, the
Chinese workers started
inroads in the local scene
in 2006. They positioned
themselves on industries
and services deemed indispensable to the country’s economy and national interest.
They are in strategic
sectors such as power,
water, communications,
transport and construction where they not only

take away jobs from Filipinos but also embed
themselves to the country’s economy, said the fiery spokesman Alan Tanjusay of TUCP.
“There are not only
negative employment implications. These are also
national security implications”, he added.
Records from the Bureau of Immigration (BI),
stated there are more than
three million Chinese nationals that had entered
the country between 2016
and 2018, a 538% increase.
This coincides with Duterte’s closer ties to China.
Sadly, no official figures on how many Chinese
nationals are working in
the country.
But
workers
employed by Philippine Online Gambling Operations
(POGO) which are supposed to be regulated by
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR) are
“easily” around 100,000
to 250,000 Chinese na-

tionals employed.
An SWS survey revealed that most of the
Chinese workers was high
in all areas in the country,
particularly in Metro Manila,75%; followed by the
Visayas, 71%; and the balance were distributed as
follows, Luzon, 69%; and,
Mindanao, 67%.
In an interview with
News Lens, Maria Fe Juson, a union leader who
works at a packing plant
in Mindanao, said “It is
normal for the Chinese to
seek employment abroad.
We do the same thing. The
problem is, the projects
endorsed by the Duterte
administration are creating jobs for the Chinese
while domestic job opportunities are being neglected even more.”
President Duterte categorically stated in one
of his speeches, “let them
work here” partly because
of the fear that Chinese
officials could retaliate
by deporting the roughly
300,000 Filipino workers

in Hong Kong and mainland China.
Quoting, the statement
of the Kilusang Mayo Uno
(KMU), “May First Movement, National Chairperson Elmer Labor, “many
working-class
Filipinos
feel cheated by the government lenience.
The KMU denounces
the presence of Chinese
workers in the country as
indicative of the administration’s priorities. “They
peddle jobs for foreigners
that are handled by Chines
contractors. They iron out
deal after deal for partnerships with Beijing but cannot even resolve the burning issues on domestic
labor, Labog said in News
Lens.
On this note, I would
like to take this opportunity
to greet, a Happy Birthday,
a pillar of the Associated
Labor Unions, an affiliate
of the TUCP, the National
Executive Vice President of
ALU, Gerard Ruiz Seno, Ad
multos annos – “Many happy returns”.
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Lower tariffs on pork imports,
importers ask NEDA
MEAT importers belonging to the Meat Traders and
Importers Association has
asked the National Economic Development Authority
(NEDA) on Thursday to reduce
tariffs on imported pork to stabilize prices in the market.
The association also asked
that the Most Favored Nation
Rates of pork meat be reduced
by 50%.
Most Favored Nation rates
are tariffs imposed on members of the World Trade Organization (WTO).
Pork products are also

under a tariff rate quota—
meaning, imports exceeding a
certain quantity are taxed at a
higher out-quota rate.
“We suggest reducing the
duty on In Quota Pork from
30% to 10% and Out Quota
Pork from 40% to 20%,” the
importers said.
The group said that pork
retail prices have climbed to as
much as P500 per kilogram,
from P300 per kilogram in October.
The Department of Agriculture (DA) last week raised
suggested retail prices for var-

ious cuts of pork sold in Metro
Manila wet market and supermarkets due to shortages
caused by the outbreak of African Swine Fever in some parts
of the country.
DA also said it is working
with the hog industry to increase live hog and pork shipments from Visayas and Mindanao to increase Luzon supply
and bring down prices.
The importers said that
live hogs from Visayas and
Mindanao are being traded at
high prices and low weights.
The import industry group

added that a reduction in import duties could help citizens
affected by the pandemic by
lowering prices.
“At the same time, the hog

producers can rebuild their
business into a globally competitive industry and the Philippines can consider venturing
into the export of pork meat.”

Rural banks must support agriculture sector
THE rural banking industry must play a proactive role
in modernizing the agriculture
sector to support the country’s
economic recovery from the
coronavirus pandemic.
Department of Finance
(DoF)
Secretary
Carlos
Dominguez III, said the sector is capable of remarkable
rebounds, as the government
has implemented policies
that would support the revival of businesses and encour-

age more investments in agriculture.
Speaking before the Rural Bankers Association of
the Philippines’ 63rd Charter Anniversary Symposium,
Dominguez assured the attendees the government was
fast-tracking the sector’s
modernization as part of its
recovery strategy from the
pandemic’s impact.
“It will boost rural incomes. It will provide a strong

base for the other sections of
our economy to be re-energized,” he said. “All these will
require financing support that
our rural bankers are best
poised to deliver. I ask our rural bankers to play a proactive
role in this area.”
Republic Act 11494, or
the “Bayanihan to Recover as
One Act,” had increased the
capitalization of government
financial institutions. This
would enable government

banks to serve as wholesale
lenders and rediscounting
agents for small and medium-sized banks and microfinance institutions.
The industry’s continued
strength will also be vital in
economic recovery, which is
why the government is pushing for the passage of the proposed Financial Institutions
Strategic Transfer (FIST) Act,
he said.
Dominguez said the mea-

sure would allow banks to
dispose of nonperforming
loans and assets through asset management companies.
FIST would enable banks to
offload souring loans and assets, clean up their balance
sheets, and extend more credit to more sectors in need, he
added.
“With a robust rural banking system, we can transform
Philippine agriculture into a
dynamic, high-growth sector.

BSP considers publication of bank offenses Credit risk database for SMEs
THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) is considering a framework on publicizing criminal offenses made
by supervised financial institutions and their officials
as well as the corresponding
enforcement actions.
This is seen as an effort
to promote prudent banking management, sound risk
management, and good corporate governance.
The BSP said the regulatory relief measures made
available to BSP-supervised
financial institutions (BSFIs)
should “not be viewed as a
relaxation” of supervisory
rules from the BSP.
Due process will be observed as an integral part
of its enforcement action,
the central bank said. “The
BSFI, and/or its concerned
DOEs (directors, officers and
employees) are afforded fair
and reasonable opportunity

to explain their side and to
submit evidence in support
thereof.”
Stakeholders are given until Nov. 18 to send their feedback to the central bank with
regards to the framework.
Based on the proposals,
enforcement action from the
BSP’s Financial Supervision
Section on BSFIs with finality will be published as press
releases on the central bank
website.
Offenses under the jurisdiction of the BSP’s Office of
the General Counsel and Legal Services include administrative cases filed by the BSP
against delinquent DOEs of
BSFIs will be published.
Criminal cases filed
against DOEs that were already filed with the Department of Justice (DOJ) as well
as those already determined
to have probable cause in
trial courts will also be pub-

lished, as well as court convictions of accused DOEs regardless of the finality of the
judgment.
Republic Acts No. 11211
(New Central Bank Act as
amended), 7653 (New Central Bank Act), and 8791
(General Banking Law of
2000) has given BSP the impetus to act on its mandate to
impose enforcement actions
on financial institutions.
The central bank already
publishes circular letters on
BSFIs that are prohibited
from doing business in the
Philippines.
It has also already published press releases on its
website regarding administrative enforcement actions
on cases deemed to impair
public trust in the banking
systems as well as court-issued convictions of bank
officials in relation to complaints filed by the BSP.

THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) announced
it will begin work this month
accumulating a credit risk database (CRD) that will help
banks to effortlessly evaluate
the creditworthiness of small
businesses and prevent lenders
from requiring unnecessary
collateral cover.
Governor Benjamin E.
Diokno said Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) supports and will run
the project until 2023.
“Actual data collection will
start in the third week of November. Orientation about the
data collection process is being conducted for the officers
of the 18 participating banks,”
Diokno said.
Building the CRD framework will run from 2021 to
2022.
Banks have been reluctant
to lend to some small-, and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

due to the shortage of credit
data for the sector.
The BSP hopes to provide
banks with tools to assess small
firms’ capacity to pay back
loans and reduce their dependence on collateral for credit
decisions.
“Since it will cover certainly more data points and more
SME data than what a single
bank can come up with, the
CRD model can be more stable
and accurate in coming up with
in terms of predictive analysis,”
said Ellen Joyce L. Suficiencia,
director of the BSP’s Center for
Learning and Inclusion Advocacy.
By the end of the threeyear project, the CRD will be
turned over to a permanent
body.
The central bank has been
encouraging banks to extend
credit to small businesses
during the pandemic crisis via
regulatory relief.
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Council to look into
CCMC construction
THE Ad Hoc Committee created by the Cebu City
Council will seriously look
into the construction of the
Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) so the people would
know why it has been delayed when this is much
needed because of the pandemic.
Cebu City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama told
DYRC radio and Cebu Business Week that the Ad Hoc
Committee is composed
of him as chairman of the
Committee on Health, all
Cebu City Councilors and all

the executive assistants and
consultants of the city councilors.
“We all have public ser-

vice orientation,” Rama
said.
The CCMC was demolished after it was destroyed

by the 7.2 magnitude earthquake in 2013, and its medical operation was transferred to the building previously occupied by the Cebu
City Fire Department.
At first, the administration of then Mayor Rama
started the CCMC building
construction with a total
cost of P1 billion for 10 storeys. However, Rama was
replaced by the administration of then Mayor Tomas R.
Osmeña who was only able
to construct six storeys and
only P200 million was left.
So, the Cebu City Council has passed a supplemental budget appropriating
P500 million to finish the
10-storey hospital building.
It was the election campaign promise of Rama and
incumbent Mayor Edgardo C. Labella to finish the
CCMC building and shall

be operational within their
2019-2022 term of office.
On the other hand,
Rama said that when he
was city mayor, he decentralized, empowered and
promoted barangay autonomy. He even planned that
30 percent of the Cebu City
Government’s annual budget will be retained by City
Hall and the 70 percent will
go to the barangay government.
“This will reduce the city
mayor’s job into overseeing, supervising and making
sure that barangay officials
implemented in accordance
with the law,” Rama said.
Rama added that it is
also important in governance to enhance the use of
technology, but side by side
with character, conviction,
and God-centered decisions.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Mabatid takes over cooperative council
CEBU City Councilor Prisca Niña Mabatid has finally taken over the Cebu City
Cooperative
Development
Council (CCCDC) and has
conducted two meetings last
October 29 and November 5,
2020.
CCCDC is a special body
of the Cebu City Government
created through Ordinance
No. 1741 passed on December
2, 1998.
The passage of the ordinance was based on Republic Act (RA) 6938 otherwise
known as the Cooperative
Code of the Philippines declaring that it is the policy
of the state to foster the creation and growth of coop-

eratives as practical vehicle
for promoting self-reliance
and harnessing people power towards the attainment of
economic development and
social justice.
Elias O. Baquero, one of
the members of the CCCDC
Board accompanied Mabatid
in meeting with Mayor Edgardo C. Labella to improve
the supervision of the more
than 200 cooperatives operating within Cebu City.
During their meeting, Labella has approved the opening of an exclusive CCCDC
office within the Cebu City
Hall, and the appointment of
a cooperative officer to manage CCCDC.

CCCDC. The first physical meeting of the Cebu City Cooperative Development Council (CCCDC), October 29, 2020 under its new chairperson, Cebu
City Councilor Prisca Niña Mabatid.

Labella also assured
Mabatid and Baquero that
FONUS Cebu Federation of
Cooperatives will be accom-

modated in providing burial
services to members of indigent families who might pass
away.

Labella also favored the
offer of Rep. Benjamin Canama of Coop NATCCO Party-List to shoulder the cost of
constructing a CCCDC building provided that the Cebu
City Government will donate
at least 100 square meters of
lot.
The other members of
the Board are Alma Jaranilla,
Lucio Jaque, Victor Comeros, Elisa Coñoso representing the Cooperative Development Authority (CDA), Andy
Bayalas, Jessie Villacarlos,
Divine Grace Aya-ay, Erwin
Goc-ong, Benjamin Ryan Yu,
Dr. Tess Abarquez, Ralston
Al Rallon, among others.
CBW

Cebu City behind in development planning: Tumulak
COUNCILOR Dave Tumulak said the development
planning, including zoning,
of the Cebu City Government
is far behind other Local
Government Units (LGUs)
resulting to messy traffic system, flash floods and late delivery of goods.
“We are not like other
Asian cities that widen the
roads with matching wide
drainage
system
before
buildings and other structures are built. In Cebu City,
most roads are narrow. Most
canals are small. Hence, flash

floods happen during rainy
days,” Tumulak told Cebu
Business Week.
At present, Tumulak said
the Office of the Building
Official (OBO) allowed the
people to construct buildings
along narrow roads by issuing building and occupancy
permits. It is now costly to
widen the roads.
“The Cebu City Government, especially the OBO,
must control this problem.
We must require all people
who want to construct buildings to observe the three me-

ters from the road. We must
implement this to 80 barangays in Cebu City,” Tumulak
said.
He said the economic
development is moving towards the province, and of
course, traffic will follow.
Presently, it takes time for
the delivery trucks to transport goods because they cannot pass through the existing
roads during daytime.
“So, we have a big problem on transport system that
needs a unified rule among
the LGUs in Metro Cebu and

the business sector should
support the LGUs. Maybe we
can realize that in ten years,”
Tumulak said.
He said that if there is
lack of unified traffic regulations in all LGUs in Metro
Cebu; The bottlenecks will
continue especially in boundaries under a new normal.
Tumulak said the messy
transport system in Cebu at
present has prompted the
people to buy their own vehicles as this is a necessity
for their jobs, business or
schooling.

Tumulak added that putting up of mass transport in
strategic areas, good regulation on delivery trucks, and
clearing of streets will give
convenience to the public.
“We can see people lining on the streets for three
to four hours every day to
get public transport in going to work or going home.
They will wake up early to
beat the mass transport, and
come home late and have
no more time for their families,” Tumulak said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Public
now more
vigilant
outdoors
THERE is a drop in the
outdoor transmission of
COVID-19 in the city in the
last 14 days.
Councilor Joel Garganera, the deputy chief implementor of the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC),
said the outdoor transmission in the city dropped to
68.75 percent from a high of
80 percent in August to September 2020, when workers
returned to their offices.
Nevertheless, even with
the considerable drop in
the outdoor transmission of
COVID-19 the EOC also reported a trivial increase in
the home-based transmission to 31.25 percent from 25
percent.
“That is good, so na
confine and contained ra sa
household ang transmission,
we should look at it the other
way, wala mo taas ang household transmission, ni ubos
lang gyud ang outside transmission.”
“So business establishments, workplace, and public
transportation are mindful of
their health protocols,” said
Garganera.
Transmission
of
COVID-19 that comes from
the workplace is at 27 percent and public markets at
14 percent. The councilor is
urging the public to maintain
this vigilance and continue
upholding the health protocols in public.
As of November 7,
2020, the city has 152 active
COVID-19 cases with 4 new
cases recorded last Friday.
The recoveries have
reached 9,452 with no new
deaths recorded.
Lately, hospitals reported a 14-day zero transmission as well, helping decrease
the outside transmission.
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Labella open for talks with
adjacent LGUs for jeepney entry
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo Labella is open to the possible entry of jeepneys from
other local government units
(LGUs).
This was the mayor’s
response to the request of
Talisay City Mayor Gerald
Anthony “Samsam” Gullas
to allow two routes of Talisay
jeepneys, the 41D, and 42D,
to enter Cebu City.
The city government is
also open other LGUs such
as Mandaue City, Liloan, and
Lapu-Lapu City on the possible entry of their traditional
jeepneys as well given that
these LGUs have jeepneys
with routes reaching Cebu
City.
“We are all interconnected so of course. We are open
to discussions,” Labella said.
Councilor James Cuenco, the head of the Cebu City
Jeepney Task Force, has been
tasked by Labella to study the
entry into the city of jeepneys
from other LGUs alongside
the city’s own jeepneys.
The task force expects

the return of 1,355 jeepney
units in the city streets starting the second week of November, immediately after
the jeepney operators and
drivers complete and pass
the required documents to
the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB-7).

Earlier, Cuenco said he
wants a two-week evaluation time for the jeepneys in
the city before other LGUs
can enter Cebu City.
Labella said he is agreeable to the suggestion of
Cuenco, but he will call a
meeting with the Jeepney
Task Force, and the Cebu

City Transportation Office
(CCTO) to get their inputs
on the entry of jeepneys
from other LGUs.
“These jeepneys can
wait if the city is not ready.
We will prioritize the normalization of our own
jeepney routes,” the mayor
said.

Sue firms for waterway obstructions
THE Cebu City government is preparing legal actions against establishments
in the city that refuse to remove their structures obstructing the waterways.
Mayor Edgardo Labella
said there are 83 establishments that the city had issued notices to remove their
structures within 10 days.

Failure to do so, will mean
facing charges from the city
government.
Labella said that it would
be easier to demolish these
structures, but then, the city
government had to follow
the law and secure a court
order for the demolition if
these establishments would
not heed the order.

“We also cannot take the
law in our own hands,” he
said.
Fortunately, most of the
establishments are cooperative with some of them already reaching out to the city
government for voluntary
demolitions.
For now, the mayor said
the task force for the removal

of these obstructions is continuously assessing the structures along waterways in the
city for other obstructions that
would need to be removed.
The task force will soon
report their findings to the
mayor especially on the establishments which refuse
to demolish their obstructive
structures.

Let Sto. Niño vendors take part in relocation talks
CEBU City Vice Mayor Michael Rama is urging
Cebu City’s executive department to involve the vendors in talks regarding the
city’s plans to relocate them
and their stalls from the D.
Jakosalem Street sidewalks
beside the Basilica Minore
del Sto. Niño.
The Sto. Niño vendors’
stalls were demolished from
D. Jakosalem which “forced”
them to move to smaller
stalls.
The vendors made a protest on Thursday, November
5, 2020.

With the Sinulog 2021
in the offing, the vendors
are asking that they be given “leeway” and be allowed
to sell in their usual spots
especially during the festival
season.
“That is a sensitive issue. Those vendors have
long been there. Even before we wanted to house
them, not relocate them,
house them in a building so
they can be comfortable,”
said Rama.
The vice mayor said the
most important part of this
process earning is the co-

operation of the vendors
in their transfer to the new
designated
area---without
which, the vendors will always try to appeal especially
if they are not comfortable
with the regulations
“Our goal is to make the
lives of the poor better. That
transfer is long overdue.
They should be housed properly by now,” said Rama.
The city government will
allow the Sto. Niño vendors
to sell during the Sinulog
season at the old spot at the
Devotee City.
Councilor Phillip Zafra

said that instead of housing
devotees in January 2021,
the vendors will occupy the
space so they will be properly set up with the health protocols in place.
The vendors already
said they do not want to be
transferred to the Devotee
City as they want to be as
close to the Basilica as possible.
With the differing preferences and wants, Rama said
it is better to discuss the plan
with the vendors so they will
understand why they need to
be transferred.
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Better coordination among
education agencies sought
STRENGTHEN the coordination of agencies under the Teacher Education
Council so training for educators in the country can
be improved.
This was the call made
by several senators and
Cabinet Secretary Karlo
Nograles who are seeking
to improve the quality of
education in the country.
Nograles was referring

improve teacher education and quality, as well as
identify and designate centers of excellence among
teacher education institutions (TEIs).
It is disheartening that
while the TEC brings together the three agencies
in one body, they do not
map out and implement
reforms in teacher quality
due to lack of mandate and

rest. CHED commissioners
also attended only three
out of 12 TEC meetings, he
added.
“This is just a reflection that some of the heads
of offices are not taking
the TEC very seriously,”
said Gatchalian,
Gatchalian
filed
a
Senate bill that seeks to
strengthen the TEC as this
would eventually improve

Nograles
strongly
urged the member-agencies of the TEC to meet
regularly so they could
formulate an action plan
to increase the number of
teaching schools designated as centers of excellence.

According to data from
the Philippine Business for
Education (PBEd), out of the
1,572 teacher education institutions in the country, only
36 are designated as centers
of excellence while 38 are
centers of development.

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…
Every year, Louis Vuitton burns all their unsold bags?
They burn them to prevent these from being priced
lower.
n The Gmail logo was designed the night before it was
launched?
n

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP, HEADED BY KARLO NOGRALES, AIMS TO AMEND THE LAW THAT
CREATED THE TEACHER EDUCATION COUNCIL (TEC).

to the Department of Education (DepEd), Commission on Higher Education
(CHED), and the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) — all member-agencies of the TEC.
The TEC formulates
policies and standards to

resources, said Nograles.
For his part, Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian noted that
from 2017 to 2020, the
DepEd secretary attended
only three out of 12 TEC
meetings while undersecretaries or other representatives took part in the

learner outcomes.
TEC Executive Director
Runvi Manguerra agreed
that there was a need to
strengthen
coordination
within the TEC.
“The principals should
really be present during
the meetings,” he said.

DepEd has unliquidated CAs
THE Commission on
Audit (COA) have called
out the central and regional offices of the Department of Education
(DepEd) for accumulating over P1.922 billion
in unliquidated cash advances in 2019.
“The
significant
amount of unliquidated
cash advances is a result
of deficiencies on the
granting, liquidation and
monitoring of cash advances, which is contrary

to existing COA rules and
regulations and DepEd
guidelines relative thereto,” state auditors said.
The COA recently released its 2019 audit report on the DepEd, which
showed that unliquidated
cash advances by the central office and 11 regional offices have reached
P1,922,340,516.26.
The report noted that
of this figure, at least
P250.5
million
were
“aged more than one year

to more than 10 years”
while P907.8 million was
aged for less than a year,
for a total of P1.158 billion.
According to the COA,
DepEd Region 5 had the
highest amount of unliquidated cash advance
at P445.521 million, followed by Region 6 with
P411.011 million.
State auditors told
DepEd to strictly comply
with existing COA rules
and DepEd guidelines.

Dell Computers was started by a 19-year-old with only
$1,000?
n It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes open?
n Hadephobia is the Fear of hell?
n

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“It is not our abilities that show what we truly are.
It is our choices.” – Dumbledore, Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets
“There should be no boundaries to human endeavor.
We are all different. However bad life may seem,
there is always something you can do, and succeed
at. While there’s life, there is hope.” – Stephen
Hawking, The Theory of Everything
“The accident is your training. Life is a choice. You
can choose to be a victim or anything else you’d like
to be.” – Socrates, from Peaceful Warrior
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US networks break from
live Trump address due to ‘lies’

SEVERAL US TV networks late Thursday halted live coverage of Donald
Trump’s first public appearance since election night after concluding that the president was spreading disinformation.
Trump unleashed a flood
of incendiary and unsubstantiated claims in a 17-minute
address, insisting that Democrats were using “illegal votes”
to “steal the election from us.”

The President spoke as
late vote counting in battleground states showed Democrat Joe Biden steadily closing
in on victory.
“OK, here we are again
in the unusual position of not
only interrupting the President of the United States but
correcting the President of the
United States,” said MSNBC
anchor Brian Williams, as the
network quickly ended its live
coverage.

NBC and ABC News also
pulled the plug on their live
coverage of Trump.
“What a sad night for the
United states of America to
hear their President falsely accuse people of trying to steal
the election,” said CNN’s Jake
Tapper.
He described it as “lie after lie after lie about the election being stolen,” with no evidence, “just smears.” AGENCE
FRANCE-PRESSE

Five-eyed fossil shrimp evolutionary ‘missing link’
THE discovery of a fiveeyed shrimp-like creature
that lived about 520 million years ago may end a
long-running debate about
the evolution of Earth’s most
common animals.
Arthropods,
ranging
from lobsters and crabs to
spiders and millipedes, make
up around 80 percent of all
animal species alive today
and are characterized by
their hard exoskeleton.
But their evolution has
long remained something
of a mystery because their
ancient ancestors carry a
variety of features that their
modern counterparts do
not.

Kylinxia
zhangi,
a
shrimp-like creature preserved in fossils found in
China’s Yunnan province
could be a key “missing link”
in arthropod evolution.
Like today’s arthropods,
Kylinxia had a hard shell, a
segmented body, and legs
with joints.
But the ancient creature

also had characteristics in
common with even older animals, leading researchers to
name it after the “Kylin”, a
creature in traditional Chinese mythology with attributes from a variety of animals.
First there are those eyes
-- three smaller ones in a row
on its head, with two larger

ones directly behind.
It might sound bizarre.
But it is a feature that scientists have seen before in an
ancient creature called Opabinia, known informally as a
“weird wonder.”
And the Kylinxia’s two
spiky front appendages,
researchers say, are reminiscent of another creature
thought to be an arthropod
ancestor: the Anomalocaris.
“Kylinxia represents a
crucial transitional fossil
predicted by Darwin’s evolutionary theory,” said Han
Zeng, first author of a study
published in the journal Nature on Wednesday.
“It bridges the evolution-

ary gap from Anomalocaris
to true arthropods and forms
a key ‘missing link’ in the
origin of arthropods,” added Zeng, a researcher at the
Nanjing Institute of Geology
and Paleontology (NIGPAS) .
Part of the value of
Kylinxia lies in the unusual
detail preserved in the fossils.
“The Kylinxia fossils exhibit exquisite anatomical
structures,” said Fangchen
Zhao, co-author of the study.
“For example, nervous
tissue, eyes, and digestive
system -- these are soft body
parts we usually cannot see
in conventional fossils.”
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

FB removes ‘inauthentic’ networks spanning 8 nations
FACEBOOK (FB) has
dismantled seven separate
networks of fake accounts
and pages on its platform that
were active in Iran, Afghanistan, Egypt, Turkey, Morocco, Myanmar, Georgia, and
Ukraine due to “coordinated

inauthentic behavior.”
The social media platform announced it had taken down the new networks
as part of its monthly report
into “coordinated inauthentic behavior”. Facebook removed nearly 8,000 pages

A LEADING French supermarket chain announced
that it would share its online
retailing network with shuttered bookstores and other
local businesses.
Amazon
has
been
predominant in the new
COVID-19 lockdown.
With full-page newspaper
ads that said, “Sorry Amazon,” the Intermarche group
said local businesses — bookstores first of all — would be
allowed to sell their products

on its online “click
and collect” marketplace.
Other
retailers have also complained
about having to close again
in a lockdown that effectively turns Amazon and other
e-commerce sites into the
only shopping option for millions of people.
Anger against Amazon
has long been fuelled by its
exploitation of European
Union tax rules, which lets

involved in deceptive campaigns around the world in
October.
Many of the networks
taken down by Facebook
were involved in deceptive
political influence campaigns
using fake accounts, target-

ing audiences both domestically and abroad.
One network of Facebook
accounts and pages was
operated from Egypt, Turkey,
and Morocco by individuals
connected to the Muslim
Brotherhood, an Egyptian

‘Sorry Amazon’
the United States giant avoid
paying taxes in France despite
amassing enormous profits.
Intermarche’s cheeky ad
campaign even calls out Amazon’s chief Jeff Bezos: “And
sorry Jeff, but we’re already
working on rolling this out to
other struggling businesses.”
“We heard the anger, the
distress of small businesses

and bookstores in
particular,”
Intermarche’s president
Thierry
Cotillard

said.
“Businesses are being
pushed to go digital, to offer
click and collect, but not all
are ready for it,” he added.
The French government
has promised billions of euros
in aid for businesses forced to
close in the second lockdown
since the coronavirus crisis
erupted in March.

Islamist movement that
operates networks of groups
across the Middle East. The
pages targeted countries
across the region and
included some terrorismrelated content, Facebook
said. REUTERS
It also said, mail costs
would be waived for independent bookstores so they could
ship directly to clients —only
the legal minimum mail rate
of one cent will be applied
during the lockdown.
But retailers’ associations said the help might not
be sufficient to prevent many
smaller stores from going out
of business, especially if the
shutdown extends into the
all-crucial holiday season.
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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PUJS MUBALIK NA
SA KADALANAN
SA MANDAUE

SA DILI madugay, ang
mga traditional jeepneys
magdagan na og balik sa
kadalanan sa Mandaue.
Sigun ni Manlalaban
Jamaal James Calipayan,
executive director sa Traffic Enforcement Agency of
Mandaue (TEAM), ang Land
Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LFTRB) nipresentar na sa
format sa passengers seat-

ing arrangement ug ang
gidaghanon sa pasahero nga
tugutan pagsakay.
Hinuon, si Calipayan
niingon nga ang mga PUJs
kinahanglan mopasar una sa
inspection sa LTFRB sa dili
pa kini tugtag sa pagdagan
pagbalik sa kadalanan sa siyudad sa Mandaue.
Apan si Calipayan nagkanayon nga padayon pa
ilang diskusyon tali sa Siyu-

dad sa Sugbo ug Siyudad sa
Lapu-Lapu kalabot sa traffic
scheme, rules, ug guidelines
nga iimplementar matud ni
Calipayan, wala pay gibungat ang LTFRB kon pila ka
units ang tugutan sa pahbiyahe.
Ang pagbalik sa mga
PUJ’s dili mokumpetensiya
sa Ceres buses tungod kay
managlahi ang ilang mga
rota, dugang ni Calipayan.

BSP andam na moimprinta
sa National ID cards
SI BANGKO Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) Governor
Benjamin Diokno nianunsiyo
nga ang Central Bank andam
na moimprinta sa national
ID ug gisusi na niini ang mga
printing machines.
Ang Central Bank maoy
gitahasan sa gobyermo nga
maoy moimprinta sa mga ID
cards.

Ang mga makina adunay
kapasidad pag imprinta og
154,000 ka cards matag adlaw, matod ni Diokno.
Sa sayo pa, ang BSP niingon nga ang gobyerno mogasto og P30 sa matag national ID card --- ang suma
total niini, P3.4 billion alang
sa 116 million ka Pilipino.
Makita sa ID card ang

Philippine
Identification
System (PhilSys) number sa
matag tawo, tibuok ngan,
hulagway, hiyas sa pagkatawo, petsa sa pagkatawo,tipo sa dugo, pinuy--anan,
biometric information sama
sa iris scan ug fingerprints
Ang nationwide registration gitumong nga sugdan sa
Enero 2021.

Ceres Bus Liner nisaad nga
ayuhon ilang operations
ANG Vacallar Transport nga nagpadagan sa
Ceres Bus Liner nisaad
nga ayuhon ang ilang operations human nalambigit
ang mga bus niini sa sunod-sunod nga aksidente
sa kadalanan sa Siyudad sa
Sugbo.
“Kasagaran man gud sa
ilang mga drivers dili taga
Cebu City, mao na wala kasuhito sa atong mga dalan,”
matod ni Cebu City Mayor
Edgardo Labella.
Usa sa dako nga kabalaka sa siyudad sa Sugbo
kalabot sa Ceres buses mao
ang ilang kakusgon modagan kun speed.
Ang Land Transporta-

tion Office-Central Visayas
(LTO-7) dili pa lang dugay
niingon nga overspeeding
ang hinungdan sa mga aksidente sa kadalanan nga
naglambigit sa mga Ceres
buses.
Tungod niini, ang siyudad hugtanong miimponer
sa 40 kilometer-per-hour
(kph) speed limit alang sa
mga busnga magdagan sa
dagkung kalsada ug 20 kph
alang sa secondary roads.
Gidid-an sab ang mga bus
pagsud sa mga interior nga
kalsada.
Aron paglikay nga ma
trapik sa N. Bacalso Highway, ang siyudad nihangyo
nga imbes adto mo u-turn

sa Barangay Bulacao, ang
mga bus adto mo u-turn sa
Barangay Kinasang-an.
Gipasidan-an ni Labella

SI BENJAMIN DIOKNO NAGPAKITA SA SAMPOL SA NATIONAL ID.

ang Vacallar Transport nga
sa higayon nga malambigit
na sab sa mga aksodente sa
kadalanan ang Ceres bus,
ug kon dili mosunod sa mga
lagda sa trapiko sa siyudad,
ang tanang buses niini dili
na pasudlon sa siyudad.
Ang siyudad nakig estorya sab sa Mybus aron

hangyoon kini nga mopadagan og dugang laing 20 ka
buses sa siyudad tungod sa
kakuwang sa mga sakyanan
alang sa mga trabahante.
Ang Librando Lines sa
probinsiya sa Sugbo nitanyag sab nga mopadagan
sa ilang mga buses sa siyudad.

