“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK
Room 310-A, 3rd floor
WDC Bldg. Osmeña Blvd., Cebu City
You may visit Cebu Business Week
Facebook page.

BUSINESS FEARS
WORST FOR PHILS

November 16 - 22, 2020

Volume 2, Series 61

www.cebubusinessweek.com

12 PAGES

P15.00

Economy not recovering because of consecutive negative GDP

THE business community now fears the worst scenario for the economy by the
new year of 2021 because of
the constant negative Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in
the second and third quarter
of 2020.
Businessman Rey E.
Calooy, chairman of the Filipino-Cebuano (FilCeb) Business Club, said that it was
point two negative (-0.2)
GDP in the first quarter (January, February and March)
of 2020 when Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) first hit
the country.
This was followed by
16.5 percent negative GDP in
the second quarter and 11.5
percent negative GDP in the
third quarter of 2020.
It was negative, it was a
depreciation, said Calooy.
Calooy said that all in all
this year, there is a cumulative negative .28 percent.
“We are now waiting for
the result of the last quarter.
Supposed to be, the economy will rebound. But it seems
the economy cannot recover
immediately because of the
Covid-19 issue, the fear of the
people to go out, the lack of
confidence of the people, the
strict health protocols, and other restrictions,” Calooy said.

He said the spending of
the people was supposed to
improve last All Saints’ Day
and All Souls’ Day. It was
supposedly like Christmas
and New Year where flowers,
candles and foods are consumed as people honor the
dead. This is Filipino culture.
But Calooy said the cemeteries were closed in the entire country that resulted to
further losses in the business
sector. It also meant the loss
of livelihood and job opportunities for the people who
already suffered for eight
months.
He said that the speculation now is a nine percent
negative GDP at the fourth
quarter of 2020. The people
did not anymore spend as
they face uncertainty or they
have no more money to buy
as they lost their job, income
and savings.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
The business sector
is now worried that if the
lack of people’s confidence
in business will continue
plus the non-compliance of
business establishments to
health protocol, the local
governments may again impose lockdowns.
He said the people must
cooperate and FilCeb members are always reminded to
follow protocols.
In the United States
of America (USA), about
140,000 people got Covid
positive after election rallies,
a record breaker. In single
day, the fatalities were more
than 1,400.
According to the FilCeb
head, the Philippines is a private sector driven economy.
That is why in terms of economy, the government must

work with the business sector that creates jobs.
“If the people have no
jobs, they will roam around
to look for jobs. In our regional economy, Metro Cebu
is the driver of Cebu’s economy. So, the government
and the private sector must
coordinate with each other,”
Calooy said.
He said even the construction industry has lost
about 39 percent of its workforce.
“Who will construct aggressively when most activities are financed by banks,
and the banking sector is
reluctant to provide loans?”
Calooy lamented.
He said there are typical businessmen who do not
want loans. Others use their
existing assets as loan collateral. If one will construct
a condominium, there is 20

percent or 30 percent equity
to the bank concerned which
will release only 70 percent
of the project cost.
Most of the condominium clients are Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), or
those who married foreigners.
Calooy said there is no
problem in the first year, because the others have issued
postdated checks to the condominium developer with
corresponding funds. If a
condo unit is rented by foreigners, even if the unit is not
anymore inhabited because
of Covid pandemic, the foreigners who are honoring the
one-year contract will continue to pay. After one year,
the foreigner will not anymore renew.
A condo unit is a self-liquidating property. The developer will manage a buyer’s
property to parties who are
interested to rent. The proceeds will pay the monthly
amortization.
Now that we are hit by
Covid-19, Calooy said there
will be no more rental income but monthly dues continue for maintenance of the
building, light, security, and
swimming pool. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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PUJs to run in December: LTFRB
THE Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 7 said
that selected traditional passenger jeepneys in Cebu City
may be given special permits
to resume plying their routes
by December 2020 and not
this week as reported.
LTFB 7 Transport Specialist Rey Elnar said they
have already started inspecting traditional jeepneys,
while the Cebu City Government was conducting swabbing tests to drivers when
some of them were found
positive of Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19).
“We deferred the inspection of passenger jeepney
units because of the results.
We may resume the inspection and issuance of special
travel permit after the two
weeks quarantine period,”
Elnar said.
As a consequence, the traditional passenger jeepneys
plying from Mandaue City to

Lapu-Lapu City, Liloan and
Consolacion and vice versa
will be given special permits
ahead of those in Cebu City,
Elnar said.

Elnar added that there
are more than 4,000 passenger jeepneys in Cebu City and
about 1,300 of them are eyed
for issuance of special permit,

which has been suspended
for two weeks because of the
swab tests results.
“We will resume the vehicle inspection and the giv-

ing of special permit to traditional passenger jeepneys in
Cebu City after the two weeks
quarantine period,” Elnar
said.
Earlier, Cebu City Councilor Dave Tumulak said that
it’s pitiful to see people lining
up in the streets waiting for
a ride home or to the workplace due to lack of passenger jeepneys and the buses
are scarce and are only allowed to carry 50 percent of
the seating capacity.
“The people are lining up
in the streets for two to three
hours and they lost their time
for their families,” Tumulak
said.
On the other hand, Elnar
said that once the public
utility vehicles modernization
program (PUVMP) will be
completed next year, and the
modern passenger jeepneys
will replace the traditional
jeepneys, the buses will
be pulled out. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Refuel from stations selling cheapest fuel: DOE
THE Department of
Energy (DOE) urged the
public to refuel their vehicles
from stations which offered
the cheapest fuel in town.
DOE
Visayas
Legal
Officer Mark Russ Gamallo
said their department cannot
anymore intervene on the
fuel pricing because of the Oil
Deregulation Law. The DOE
will just protect the interest
of the public by making sure
that the fuel dispenser has
correct calibration.
“The option of the fuel
consumers or the motorists is
to refuel their vehicles at the
stations offering cheap fuel.

The DOE has no authority
to dictate the prices of diesel
and gasoline but can penalize
those whose calibration is
not correct,” Gamallo said.

He said that if a fuel
station will be caught
dispensing incorrect volume
of fuel, it will be fined
P10,000 per violation. It will

be ordered closed for the
fourth violation.
He said the motorists
can dictate the fuel prices if
they will buy from stations
offering cheap fuel. The fuel
companies have strategies
on how to get customers,
and if the fuel consumers
know where to refuel, this
will create competition and
can bring down the prices
because companies will not
allow losing market shares.
One company offered P32
per liter of diesel in Tisa, Cebu
City but the same company
has another fuel station in
Barangay Kamagayan that

offered P39 per liter of diesel.
This is because the fuel
station in Kamagayan has
no competitor while that in
Tisa has another fuel station
adjacent to it.
The DOE noted that
gasoline and diesel prices are
cheaper in Tisa and Banawa,
but those in Gen. Maxilom
Avenue or near the Port
Area, all in Cebu City have
higher prices.
Gamallo
said
there
is less competition in the
fuel industry because the
motorists don’t choose those
with cheapest prices. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Capitol partnering with firm to provide water to MCWD
AS AN economic enterprise, the Cebu Provincial Government is partnering with the
private sector to provide bulk
water to Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD).
Cebu Board Member
Glenn Anthony Soco said that
eventually, the Cebu Provincial Government can even expand into a distribution utility
in Metro Cebu and Cebu Province.
He said that about 75 percent
of the numbers of water con-

sumers of MCWD are residents of Cebu Province, either
in Talisay, Mandaue City,
Consolacion, Liloan and Compostela.
“I can see the good objective of the Cebu Provincial
Government, from my view
as former president of the
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry or MCCI,”
Soco said.
He added that at present,
the Cebu Provincial Government wants to correct what

has been done in the Joint
Venture Agreement (JVA)
with Maynilad and Manila
Water in getting bulk water from Luyang, Carmen to
MCWD.
“We are demanding accountability from government
officials and private bulk water
suppliers involved in the questionable deals with MCWD in
the past years. We are supporting the governor on this
matter,” Soco said.
Soco said he re-filed a

resolution authorizing Gov.
Gwendolyn Garcia to file
all necessary court actions
against the entities and the
people involved in the Carmen, Cebu bulk water project.
The Provincial Legal Office is also studying on the
next steps to take regarding
the bulk water concession in
Carmen.
During the Swiss Challenge, businessman Pepito Alvarez, now Palawan governor,
offered to sell Luyang water

MCWD at P13 per cubic meter.
However, MCWD favored
Maynilad and Manila Water
which sold the same Carmen
water at P26 per cubic meter
thus increasing the water rates
to consumers.
At present, MCWD reportedly geared up its public
bidding to buy bulk desalinated water at P75 per cubic
meter which is definitely detrimental to public interest.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Avoid investment scams: SEC
WHILE the number of
investment scams increased,
the Securities and Exchange
Commission-Cebu
Extension Office (SEC-CEO) is
urging the public to avoid
the scammers and ask the
agency before putting their
money on any business.
From January to October 2020, SEC has issued
advisories against more than
200 scammers or investment
scams which increased to
about 400 percent this year
compared to the same period
in 2019. The 400% increase
is only based on the number
of advisories about fraudu-

lent entities posted
on the website, but
the official count for
the number of fraudulent entities identified is over 100.
In celebrating
the 84th anniversary of SEC, the
agency declared an
Investor Protection
Week as mandated
in Proclamation No. 846 issued by President Rodrigo
Duterte last November 15,
2019.
SEC
Cebu
Officer-in-Charge Atty. Alma
Marie R. Estrada-Dalena

said that scammers took advantage of the Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) pandemic in screwing investors.
“The people must be vigilant by first verifying with
SEC amount a business firm

especially is if offers
unreasonable amount
of returns of investment. A SEC registration does not authorize an entity to secure
investment from the
people. The SEC registration only grant a
judicial
personality.
It needs a secondary
license if the company will solicit investment,”
Dalena said.
She said selling security needs a SEC registration
based on the Securities Regulation Code (SRC). The firm,
its officials or agents must

also secure license from SEC.
Aside from the traditional Ponzi and pyramiding
scheme, investment scams
and other illegal schemes
are using cryptocurrency
and forex trading in recruiting investors.
“We invited the public
to join our Investor Protection Week events. They may
email us at seccebu@sec.
gov.ph and register in our
webinar organized by our
office. They may also visit
Facebook page, facebook.
com/PhilippineSEC
for
more information. TIARA
JARUTAY

Cebu mayors back ‘limited’ face-to-face classes
MAYORS in Cebu province expressed support for
the return of face-to-face
classes albeit in a limited
capacity.
The League of Municipalities in Cebu (LMP-Cebu) urged the Department
of Education -Cebu province, in a resolution dated
October 30, 2020 and released to the media on November 14, 2020, to provide
clear policies for the implementation of ‘limited’ faceto-face classes in the province.
“The League is not opposed to the prospect of
limited face-to-face classes
as proposed by DepEd provided that DepEd presents
a clear policy, a more concrete execution plan, and
specific guidelines in order
to ensure the health and
safety of students, parents,
teachers, and other stakeholders during its implementation,” portions of the
resolution said.

MAYOR LAKAMBINI RELUYA AND LILOAN MAYOR MA. CHRISTINA FRASCO

The two-page resolution
was signed by San Fernando Mayor Lakambini Reluya and Liloan Mayor Ma.
Christina Frasco, who are
LMP-Cebu’s Secretary and
President respectively.
LMP-Cebu’s
statements came on the wake of
DepEd – Cebu province’s

proposal to conduct limited
face-to-face classes in areas with low and zero risks
of the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) in order
to address the challenges
brought about by distance
learning.
“Among the challenges
discussed concerning ed-

ucation in the new normal
was the societal impact of
the new modes of education
and its effects on the mental health of children, the
heavy financial and logistical burden of printing materials for modular learning,
poor telephone signal and
internet connection, vast

unavailability of gadgets
and devices, the inability or
difficulty of some parents to
assist students in module
based classes due to the circumstances of their household, and the difficulty of
ensuring that students are
absorbing the lessons well
and are properly monitored
considering the physical absence of teachers in their
day-to-day learning,” the
group said.
Apart from an execution plan and a set of guidelines, LMP-Cebu also asked
DepEd-Cebu province to
identify areas where limited face-to-face classes
would be implemented, secure clearance and approval
from Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia as well as
from the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-MEID) and
DepEd’s central office before they carrying on with
their plans.

DOLE’s CAMP Bayanihan 2 extends to formal sector
THE
Department
of
Labor and Employment’s
(DOLE’s) one-time availment
of the Php5,000.00 under its
Covid-19 Adjustment Measures Program (CAMP) extends to workers in the formal
sector.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton said that
unlike the CAMP assistance
under Bayanihan 1, applications for the Bayanihan 2 have
to be done online—meaning,

applicants will have to access
www.reports.dole.gov.ph and
encode their applications.
“There is no need for the
applicants to email to us their
applications anymore. Once at
the website, all they needed is
select the specific transaction
in the Apply for Camp Financial Assistance section,” Siaton
said.
Applicants will have to
choose any of the following: Apply as Establishment; Apply as

DOT (Department of Tourism)
Accredited Establishment; or
Apply as Displaced and Temporarily Laid-off Workers.
If applying as an establishment, clients must have
an Establishment Reporting
System account or must register first to continue the application. If applying as a laid-off
worker, the client will simply
supply the data needed.
Private establishments eligible to avail the program are:

1) those that have retrenched workforce or have
implemented temporary or
permanent closure due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, including those who are in a contracting/subcontracting agreements and centralized human
resource/payroll systems.
2) those that have temporarily closed or temporarily
laid off workers.
3) those that are not categorized as micro, small, and

medium establishments who
applied for CAMP on or before
15 April 2020 but did not receive any financial assistance
under BAYANIHAN 1.
4) the Micro, small and medium establishments that will
apply for the first time under
BAYANIHAN 2 and the other
private establishments that are
not categorized as micro, small
and medium establishments
that will apply for the first time
under BAYANIHAN 2.
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#NasaanAngPangulo
Has
Malacañang
decided to confront the
#NasaanAngPangulo offensive with the full court
press? I ask this because
I read pro-administration posts carrying that
hashtag.
Meanwhile,
Pres. Rodrigo Duterte and his sidekick Sen.
Bong Go went around
Metro Manila on board
Weekly Notes
a helicopter inspecting Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
flooded areas because of
typhoon Ulysses. Various government agencies seemed to
have mobilized for rescue and relief efforts. Then, the pro-admin trolls have gone wild.
The president needed to be visible after that ‘missing’ episode when Super Typhoon Rolly struck. In the administration’s press conference five hours after the typhoon hit landfall, Pres. Duterte failed to show himself until after days later.
There were no video clips. No photos. Not even a voice clip.
Presidential insults at those sharing #NasaanAngPangulo
posts only excited the trolls. Meanwhile, Vice President Leni
Robredo went on overdrive in delivering relief goods.
Come typhoon Ulysses, President Duterte showed himself only after the devastation in Metro Manila. Unleashing
the trolls are not enough anymore to neutralize the busy
schedule of Vice President Leni Robredo in helping typhoon
victims. Pres. Duterte needs to step up. Saying stupid things
like swimming in the flood would not wash anymore. I can
see the late Sen. Miriam Santiago smiling mischievously.
As these developed, presidential spox Harry Roque
chimed in.
“Hindi po dapat tanungin ‘Nasaan ang Pangulo.’ Yan po
ay kalokohan lang ng oposisyon. Ang presidente po ay hindi
nawawala. Palagi po nating siyang kapiling. Palagi po niyang
iniisip ang kapakanan ng ating mga kababayan,” said the spox.
Then, Netizens see a video of Roque belting out an
Eraserhead song in Baguio as typhoon Ulysses batters the
provinces around him.
Perhaps, the administration’s PR maneuver might succeed because of the sheer ability to reach more media outlets than the opposition. I believe the opposition has not yet
flipped public opinion to its side. But more people do not automatically approve of pro-administration publicity. Confirmation bias does not work as effectively anymore. A dose of
skepticism and doubt crept in.
Let us consider the hashtag #NasaanAngPangulo. More
do not dismiss this as opposition propaganda anymore. People
ask today. Where indeed was the president? President Duterte
cannot afford to stay silent in Davao nor in his bedroom inside
Malacañang. He needs to show himself being on top of the situation in Metro Manila. But then, is he up to the challenge?
Maybe, President Duterte can do away with the photo ops
aboard a helicopter nor the propaganda campaign against his
busy vice president. The need now is a nationally coordinated
rescue and relief campaign.
(Anol Mongaya is a co-founder and the director for Strategic
PR of PRWorks Inc. Contact him @anol_cebu in Twitter)
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Border control again?
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella has ordered the
return of strict border control
and quarantine pass coding
as the local media reports an
increase in Covid-19 cases.
Earlier, the Emergency
Operations Center of Cebu
City has warned that a lockdown may be imposed again
amid a rise of Covid-19 cases to 209 last November 13,
2020. The next day, the EOC
recommended a return of
stricter border controls.
Statistics
reportedly
showed that many positive
cases are those who entered
the city from other towns.
We trust this, and not granular lockdowns, as a solution
is science-based. Nevertheless, perhaps Cebu City officials need to explain more?
Many, especially in the
business community, are
apparently not convinced.
Is this the way to revive the

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

local economy? Businesses
are still struggling with implementing protocols that
limited the already limited
number of customers. Employees and workers grapple
with the lack of public transport every day. How can one
maintain social distancing as
one rush and scuffle to ride
the few public transportation
available?
The lack of transportation for a huge portion of the
population and the absence
of income of PUJ drivers
stress the need to a return of
the PUJ. But the city officials
charged with looking into the
situation, in a public display
of incompetence, prefer to
drag their feet.
While the national government pay the huge penalties for non-implementation,
the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
remains in the doldrums.
The Cebu City leadership

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya
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Marketing Manager
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Emmanuel R. Espina
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has also not been consistent
in its actions. While strongly going after a shoe store
because hundreds of its customers did not observe social distancing as they lined
up outside. However, Mayor
Labella stayed mum on the
absence of social distancing
during a recent mass gathering at the Plaza Independencia of the mayor’s motorcycle
riders.
Instead of increased efforts to make the public understand, the tendency is to
adopt more police action like
Oplan Bulabog. Instead of
empathy and patience, government tends to consider
the public as law violators
and criminals.
At the very least, the
Cebu City leadership should
level up in terms of making
the right decisions and people understand its actions.
Bisan kana lang.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
email: cbw@gmail.com
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Markets Shrug Off Trump-Biden Transition Chaos

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

As Republicans escalate their efforts to challenge Democratic president-elect Joe Biden’s
victory, markets are cautiously optimistic for what
the future holds. While
investors have weighed
the possibility of a potentially disorderly transfer
of power, compared to
what they have already
weathered in 2020, some

analysts feel the potential
legal challenges brought
by outgoing President
Donald Trump and his
team are unlikely to stick.
Attention is turning from
potential election chaos,
to the potential outcomes
of the Georgia senate race
taking place in January.
As the balance of power
in the Senate is now at a
near tie for Democrats
and Republicans, the two
runoffs in Georgia could
define the Senate majority or a possible split come
January. Although Biden
made a victory speech on
Saturday night and several leaders around the
world have congratulated
the Democrat on his win,
Trump has yet to concede
the election. The Constitution does not require a
candidate to concede an
election, but Trump would
be the first president not
to do so. Instead, Trump

has since made baseless
claims of widespread voter fraud. These messages
have been echoed by his
Republican counterparts.
Yesterday, U.S. Attorney
General William Barr authorized federal prosecutors to investigate allegations of voting irregularities, bypassing the
Department of Justice’s
long-standing policy that
prohibits such actions before an election is certified. (Newsweek)
oOo
Pfizer
CEO
Albert
Bourla sold US$5.6 million of his stock in the
US pharmaceutical company on the same day it
announced
promising
results for its COVID-19
vaccine candidate, filings
showed last week. The
company, however, has
reportedly said the sale
was part of a pre-arranged
periodic divestment plan

when the stock reaches a
certain price. According to
a disclosure with US market regulator SEC, Bourla sold 132,508 shares at
US$41.94 each on Monday. An executive vice
president at the company,
Sally Susman, also sold
around US$1.8 million in
stock, or 43,662 shares.
Pfizer shares rose by more
than 7 per cent after peaking at over 15 per cent on
Monday, when the drugmaker announced that
trials so far had shown
its vaccine candidate being developed with German company BioNTech
was 90 per cent effective.
The company had not responded to a request for
a comment from AFP, but
a spokesman quoted by
CNN described the sales
as prearranged. (AFP/
CNA)
oOo
Philippine-listed San

Miguel Corporation posted a net income of P15
billion for the third quarter of 2020, a full turnaround from the P4 billion loss during the first
half of the year, following
the easing of restrictions
starting July. Consolidated revenues and operating
income of P531.1 billion
and P41.5 billion for the
period ended September,
however, remained lower at 30 per cent and 53
per cent, compared to the
previous year, mainly due
to the huge impact of the
pandemic especially in the
second quarter. SMFB’s
consolidated
operating
income and net income
ended at P20.5 billion and
P14.4 billion, both lowered by 39 per cent and
37 per cent, respectively.
(Business News Asia)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Capture of Chief Justice Jose Abad Santos in Cebu

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Chief Justice Abad
Santos was the highest official in the country when
President Manuel Quezon and Vice President
Sergio Osmena left the
Philippines with General
Douglas Mc Arthur. Jose
Abad Santos was the government’s caretaker while
they are in exile to flee
from the Japanese.
Abad Santos arrived
in Cebu City on April 7.
With him were his son
Pepito, Colonel Benito D.

Valeriano—head of the
Constabulary in the Visayas-Lieutenant Delgado, and Manuel del Rosario son-in-law of Don
Emiliano Lizares, Abad
Santos’s hospitable host
in Bacolod City. Colonel
Valeriano served as liaison officer between the
Commonwealth government, of which Abad Santos was the acting head,
and the USAFFE. He was
in constant communication with the Army and
kept Abad Santos informed about the movements of the armed forces.
Abad Santos conferred
with the USAFFE officers
in charge of the forces in
Cebu as well as with the
officials of the civil government on that island.
Delgado recounts that
during these inspection
trips on the island, Abad
Santos, as acting president of the Philippines,
used a black Buick bearing a no. 1 plate and flying
the Philippine flag.
During the first three
days of his arrival in
Cebu, Abad Santos occupied a private house near

the provincial hospital in
Cebu City.
When Lt. Delgado
asked him what he would
do if the enemy should
come, Abad Santos replied
that he would surrender.
Like Quezon, he strongly
believed that continued
resistance against the superior forces of the enemy was a futile sacrifice
of Filipino lives. Abad
Santos apparently had a
well-defined concept of
the meaning of surrender
as distinguished from collaboration. He was willing
to surrender, as befitted
the vanquished, but he
would never collaborate.
Following the American commander’s advice,
Abad Santos, accompanied by his son and Lieutenant Delgado, moved
to the offices of the Cebu
Portland Cement Company in Naga, about thirty
kilometers south of Cebu
City, on the afternoon of
April 10, 1942. Colonel
Valeriano remained at
the army headquarters in
Cebu City.
The Abad Santos party slept in the company
guest house, occupying

separate rooms.
An hour after midnight—by then April 11,
1942, Ascencion Day—
Delgado was awakened
by the insistent ringing
of the telephone in the
guest house. The American Commander in Cebu
City was at the other end
of the line. He told Delgado that the Japanese were
bombing Cebu City and
preparing to land at several points on the island—
at Cebu City itself and at
Barili and Argao, below
Carcar. “Please advise
Chief Justice Abad Santos
to evacuate up north toward Toledo,” the American officer urged.
At four o’clock in the
morning, the American
commander was on the
phone again. His message
was urgent: “It is imperative that Chief Justice
Abad Santos evacuate
Naga immediately since
the Japanese have landed
in Cebu City.”
Delgado woke up Abad
Santos again and relayed
the message from Cebu
City. Abad Santos directed him to fetch Colonel
Valeriano in the city “so

that when you get back,
we can all evacuate together,” he said.
Aware that it would
be hard to hide from the
Japanese on the narrow
island of Cebu, Abad Santos intended to go to Toledo and take a ferryboat
there for Negros. He did
not know that the Japanese forces had landed at
Toledo too.
Back in Naga, Colonel
Valeriano rejoined Abad
Santos. The invasion generated so much panic and
confusion among the people and the armed forces
that Colonel Valeriano
himself was misinformed
about the location of the
enemy. He thought that
the Japanese had landed
at the northernmost and
southernmost tips of the
island of Cebu. He was
not informed about the
landings in western Cebu.
At 8:00 A.M., Pepito
and his father were captured by the Japanese in
Barrio Tubod, in Barili.
Abad Santos and his
companions were divested of their car by the Japanese and placed on a
truck with soldiers.
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Contracts are reciprocal obligations

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I had a friend involved
in egg hatchery. A client
engaged him to hatch 100
thousand eggs with a contract of 200 thousand pesos. When the eggs were
hatched his client only paid
a partial of 100 thousand
pesos. Although he accepted the down payment, he
informed his client that he
will not release the remaining chicks until the full
payment shall be made.

Angered, his client
went to the police of the
town and sought the assistance for the release of
the chicks including the
vehicles inside the farm.
Unable to agree, the police
chief counseled them to
seek relief from the court
to settle their conflict.
Has he the right to retain the hatched chicks until payment of the fees or
the partial payments his
client made will suffice for
the release of the by products including the vehicles?
In ASJ Corporation vs
Evangelista 545 SCRA 300
G.R. No. 158086 Feb. 14,
2008 in a petition for review of the decision, the
Court of Appeals affirmed
the decision of the Regional Trial Court of MalolosBulacan Branch 9 in civil
Case No. 745-M-93. The
court ruled in favor of the
farm owner.
Respondents
Efren
and Maura Evangelista,
the owners of the R.M Sy
Chicks, are involved in the

selling chicks and egg by
products. They availed the
service of the ASJ Corp.
for hatching and incubation. This Corporation was
owned by San Juan Family.
The respondents delayed the payments of ASJ
Corp because the owner refused to release the
hatched egg. The respondents offered Php 15,000
as partial payment to San
Juan, owner of the ASJ
Corp. The offer was accepted but San Juan insisted on
the full payment. The owner threatened to impound
the vehicle of the respondents and detain them at
the hatchery compound if
they still failed to pay. Both
parties tried to settle before
police authority but failed.
The respondents then
filed with the RTC an action for damages based on
the retention of the chicks
and by-products by the petitioners.
The RTC held ASJ Corp.
and San Juan liable for the
actual and moral damages

and attorney’s fees. On appeal, the Court of Appeals
affirmed the decision and
added exemplary damages.
Hence, this petition.
The issue on the case
was whether or not the petitioner’s retention of the
chicks and by-products on
account of respondents’
failure to pay the corresponding fees justified.
The courts held that the
retention has legal basis,
although the threats had
none. Under Article 1248
of the Civil Code, the creditor cannot be compelled
to accept partial payments
from the debtor, unless
there is an express stipulation to that effect. Hence,
the retention by the petitioner has legal basis and
it was the respondent who
violated the contracts. This
case is a case on non-performance of reciprocal obligation.
Reciprocal obligations
are those which arise from
the same cause, wherein
each party is a debtor and

a creditor of the other such
that the performance of one
is conditioned upon the simultaneous fulfillment of
the other. The respondents
are guilty of delaying in the
performance of their obligation, they are liable to
pay actual damages to the
petitioners.
The petition was partly
granted. The respondents
were ordered to pay petitioners for actual damages.
The actual, exemplary and
moral damages laid down
by the Court of Appeals
were retained
In same token in this
case, although they have
not reached the courts yet,
he has the right to the retain
the by-products. But when
I spoke to him, I simple advised him to resort to first
settling the case through
mediation and immediately
end their conflict which he
agreed. Good enough for
cooler heads to prevail. The
conflict was settled. Send
comments at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

protection, non-compliance
with labor and social protection were reportedly uncovered.
The “Annual Survey of
Violation of Trade Union
Rights” made by the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU),
the forerunner of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) on EPZs
revealed that union busting
takes many forms like intimidation of the workforce as
well as threats of dismissal
and company closures.
Companies often leave
the zones rather than allow
unions. Trade union leaders and organizers are dismissed and discriminated
against and blacklisted by
other companies. Workers
are often prevented from
meeting each other except
on the job, stated the ITUC
report.
In practice, “the ‘no
union, no strike’ policies exist and are enforced by foreign investors, local government officials, and zone administrators. Workers in the

zones are being employed
on short term contracts. It
allows employers to subcontract staff while evading
their obligations to the employees”.
Commenting on the tacit
‘no union, no strike’ guidance in the EPZs, the ITUC
observed that although the
law provides in theory for
freedom of association, in
practice inadequate labor
inspection and non-enforcement of the law restrict and
discourage trade union activities.
In sum, the proliferation
and growth of EPZs worldwide is always linked to the
increasing globalization of
production and competition
among countries to attract
more foreign direct investments.
On this, trade unions
and labor groups would always express indignation
over the continued indifference of the government on
the plight of workers in the
EPZs despite the numerous
decent work deficits encountered by workers.

Respect workers’ rights

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Widespread decent work
deficits in the country’s
export processing zones
(EPZs) where foreign investors locate has become an
issue of concern by trade
unions because more often
than not, workers are denied
to organize unions.
The International Labor
Organization (ILO) showed
that the phenomenal growth
of EPZs worldwide is growing fast. From 47 countries
in 1986, and 130 two decades
later the number of coun-

tries with EPZs, then during
the same period it increased
to 176 and now it ballooned
to 3,500 EPZs globally.
Towards the growth of
the EPZs, trade unions in
the country endeavor to organize labor unions to make
the working and living conditions of the workers in
these zones observe and
implement core labor standards. Recognized norms
that are enshrined in the
ILO’s international labor
standards.
This means that basic rights like the respect
for freedom of association
and collective bargaining,
non-discrimination,
the
rights of workers to occupational safety and health,
workers’ rights with family
responsibilities and so on
are respected in the EPZs.
But for Arnold Arcipe
and Neil Arnejo, both longtime organizers and officers
of the Associated Labor
Unions (ALU), an affiliate of
the Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP)
point to these zones as sep-

arate provinces or islands,
outside the scope of traditional industrial relations.
The two, in their union
activities and organizing
drive inside the EPZs, saw
and encountered different
scenarios. Workers involved
in union activity face intimidation tactics by management, including physical
assault by security guards.
Employees attempting to
organize are intimated by
threats of firing or company
closure.
Both Arcipe and Arnejo
have the painstaking endurance to meet silently workers in often heavily guarded
and fenced workplaces to inform them of Constitutional
rights.
Thus, numerous multinational companies in the
Mactan EPZ, such as; Cebu
Nisico Corporation, Yuenthai Philippines Inc, Feeder
Apparel Corp., Mactan Apparels Inc., and Metro Wear
Incorporated to name a few
are firms where violations of
the right to organize, depriving workers of trade union
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Healthcare BPOs
booming amid Covid-19
THE Healthcare Information Management Association
of the Philippines (HIMAP)
said business outsourcing for
healthcare is booming. This
even as the need for physical
distancing made healthcare
stakeholders more receptive
to technological innovations
such as telehealth.
The COVID-19 pandemic
unveils a window of opportunity for Philippine hospitals,
clinics, insurance companies
and government agencies to
make their healthcare data
systems more inter-operable.
However, HIMAP said
the healthcare information
systems of hospitals, clinics,
insurance agencies in the Philippines are unable to interact
and share data with each other,
“Our systems don’t talk
to each other, work with each
other,” said Randy Knutson,
president of Dynaquest, a
healthcare BPO.
Roselle Gomez, Risk Assurance Partner at PwC Philippines, said the problem is not

exclusive to the country.
“It is experienced in other countries as well. This one
focuses on not having consolidated data. For HIMAP, it
can set the direction, drive the
initiative, promote open data
policy. That is something that
can be done,” Gomez said.
The lack of inter-operability
in healthcare data systems has
been a major problem for the
Department of Health (DOH),
as this makes it more difficult
for them to collect COVID-19
data from different hospitals.
Ma. Cristina Coronel,
president of Philippine ITBPM firm Pointwest said the
DOH has been more open to
technological solutions because of the pandemic.
“From HIMAP, we were
volunteering our services to
make sure data governance
would properly be addressed
knowing there is a delay in delivery, and the quality of data
coming in. PointWest through
HIMAP is donating its services.”

Senate approves FIST bill
SENATE Bill (SB) No.
1849 otherwise known as the
Financial Institutions Strategic Transfer (FIST) Act was
passed by Senate with 18 yes
votes, no negative and abstention.
FIST allows financial institutions to offload bad loans to
asset management companies
in order to cushion the impact
of the coronavirus pandemic
on their finances.
SB 1849 provides for the
creation of FIST corporations
that will be allowed to invest in
or acquire non-performing assets (NPAs) and engage third
parties for its management,
operation, collection and disposal.
Senator Grace S. Poe-Llamanzares, who chairs the Senate Banks and Financial Intermediaries Committee, said
“this is a proactive response
to the pandemic that should
free up P1.19 trillion worth of
loans and allow banks to lend
to some 600,000 MSMEs
(micro, small, and medium
enterprises) and save over 3.5
million jobs.”
The Senate approved the
bill on second and third reading the same day, as President
Rodrigo R. Duterte certified

the bill as an urgent measure.
Poe-Llamanzares,
who
chairs the Senate Banks and
Financial
Intermediaries
Committee, previously said
the industry’s NPAs are projected to reach P635 billion by
the end of the year.
Referring to Republic Act
No. 9182, Poe-Llamanzares
said this is a much-improved
version of the SPV (Special
Purpose Vehicle). The FIST
does away with the requirements that delayed the transfer of assets without diminishing the rights of borrowers
under existing laws.
The FIST bill expanded
covered institutions to include
lending companies and other
credit-granting companies, licensed by the BSP, which were
under the SPV law. It also prohibits government financial
institutions from setting up
their own FIST corporations.
Under the bill, FIST corporations are allowed to transfer or purchase assets that became nonperforming before
Dec. 31, 2022.
The counterpart measure,
House Bill No. 6816 was approved on third reading in the
House of Representatives in
June.

Biden presidency to
strengthen PHL-US ties
THE leadership of newly
elected United States President
Joseph R. Biden, Jr. would
have a gradual positive impact
on the Philippines.
“The US taking
climate change and
COVID-19
seriously
will surely benefit the
Philippines, said John
D. Forbes, American
Chamber of Commerce
of the Philippines (AmCham) senior adviser.
“US grant assistance for the Philippines
should be steady, as will
support for Philippine
rights in the West Philippine
Sea,” Forbes said.
Biden has said on his first
day in office that the US would
quickly rejoin the Paris climate accord.
“AmCham will continue to
advocate for a bilateral or plurilateral free trade agreement
and encourage the Philippines
to join the CPTPP (Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for TPP),” Forbes said.
However, US investments
in the country would depend
on pending reforms that seek

to open the economy, he added.
Foreign policy expert Richard J. Heydarian said the Biden
administration’s proclivity to

rejoin the TPP would possibly
benefit the Philippines even
as he expects it to be “cautious
and pragmatic.”
“Most likely, Biden would
push for the restoration of
the Trans-Pacific Partnership
agreement under US leadership. We already have a version of that under Japanese
leadership, but a more expanded version of that, that could
include Indonesia, Philippines
or even Taiwan and South Korea, could be very much in the
cards,” Heydarian said.

Heydarian also expects the
US to introduce infrastructure
investments to counter China’s
influence. The Philippines may
benefit from increased trade
and investment flows,
but this will depend on
President Rodrigo R.
Duterte addressing possible US concerns.
“There will be an effort
to restore and revitalize the alliance in the
final year of President
Duterte to set the tone
for the next Philippine
president come 2022,”
he said.
The local stock market on
the other hand hopes to get
a boost from the positive investor outlook surrounding
Biden’s victory.
Diversified
Securities,
Inc. Equity Trader Aniceto K.
Pangan for his part, said that
Democrats are historically supportive of free trade as seen in
the past Democrat administrations. Tthey are not disruptive
on trade relationships, thus
would not create uncertainty in
terms of global growth including our local economy,” he said

Filipinos best Asia Sustainability Awards
EVEN the pandemic that
brought most business activity to a standstill was not able
to dampen the Filipino spirit
as it strives to rise above the
adversity and emerge not
just victorious—but on top!
Twenty-one
Filipino
companies and business
leaders from the Philippines
bested 420 nominees from
all over Asia, compose the
largest number of winners
from a single country at the
recent Asia Corporate Excellence & Sustainability
(ACES) Awards.
The awarding ceremonies was held online last November 10.
The Industry Champions
of the Year winners from the
Philippines included Accenture, Global Business Power
Corp., Lexmark Research and
Development Corp., Royal
Cargo, UHS Essential Health
Phils.,
Lufthansa
Technik Philippines, Transcom
Worldwide (Phils.), Empire
East Land Holdings, Flat-

world Solutions Phils., Multisys Technologies Corp.,
Animation Vertigo Asia, Go
Virtual Assistants, Ayala
Corp., PetroWind Energy,
SM Investments Corp., and
Imperial Homes Corp.
Winning the Eminent
Leaders in Asia was Accenture Corp.’s Country Managing Director Manolito T. Tayag.
“The Filipino presence
has been something of a given
at each ACES,” said Shanggari B., Chief Executive Officer of ACES Awards organizer, MORS Group. “There is
something about companies
operating in the Philippines
which have a predisposition
towards a natural affinity for
the common good of employees.”
Lufthansa Technik Philippines was also named one
of the Top Workplaces in
Asia.
The ACES Awards recognizes companies which adhere to responsible, sustain-

able, and resilient business
growth. This was assessed
via a thorough evaluation
spanning over six months of
interviews and due diligence.
Winners are named across
three categories: leadership
in the individual category,
leadership for enterprise,
and sustainability.
MORS Group itself had
to adapt to the new situation,
conducting virtual interviews
while still following the standards of evaluation it has put
in place in the seven years
that the ACES Awards have
been given out.
Shanggari said that companies seem to be slowly
moving on from the crisis,
saying that next year’s edition of the ACES Awards
has already received several
nomination entries.
“It proves that corporations understand the need to
strengthen their position in
order to be at their best when
business returns as usual,”
she said.
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Pork in Cebu, CV
safe from ASF: NMIS
THE National Meat
Inspection Service (NMIS)
said the pork supply in Cebu
and Central Visayas is safe
from African Swine Fever
(ASF), hence, this is even
sold to other regions.
Dr. Eduardo Oblena, the
NMIS 7 director, said that
they are still prohibiting the
entry of pork or live swine
from other areas to prevent
the spread of ASF.
Oblena said that only
the Cebu City Government
has allowed the entry of
pork from uninfected zones
in Mindanao. But the pork
that will arrive can only be
distributed within Cebu City.
He added that people
who engage in backyard

swine fattening must have
their pigs slaughtered in
an
accredited
abattoir,
otherwise the NMIS will
consider it illegal or hot
meat.
He said that there is a
law that provides that food
animals must be slaughtered
in NMIS-accredited abattoir
or a slaughterhouse owned
and operated by a Local
Government Unit (LGU) or
a private facility recognized
by the LGU or licensed by
NMIS.
Oblena also said that
they are coordinating with
LGU in strictly monitoring
businessmen who engage in
“lechon business” and those
selling roasted pig online.

In the Meat Inspection
Code or Republic Act (RA)
9296, as amended by RA
10536, there is a monetary
fine which are P50,000 for
the first offense, P75,000
for the second violation,

and P100,000 for the
third violation plus a
recommendation to LGU to
stop the operation.
In Cebu, the licensed
slaughterhouses
are
Sunpride which is class

Triple A, Talisay City LGU,
and Virginia Farms Inc. in
Asturias, Cebu which are
class Double A. There are
also
Locally
Registered
Establishments which are
recognized and registered by
LGUs concerned.
The class Double A
slaughterhouse
can
sell
pork all over the country if
it has a cold storage facility.
The class Triple A is for
international trade. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Noah Center to become Liberation Center: Rama
THE Cebu City Council
has approved to convert the
Noah Center into the “Liberation Center” at South Road
Properties (SRP) to liberate
the people from the awful effects of Covid-19.
Vice Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama, the presiding
officer of the city legislative
body, said the original concept was conventional and
adjustable.
When he conceptualized it, he called it “Huge
Multi-Purpose Evacuation
Center” with four quadrant
and strong structures. It has

good ventilation when the
building was constructed by
businessman Michael Gleisner of Bigfoot International.
There are two adjacent
lots which can be utilized.

“It you look at it, it’s
a God-given site based on
what has been happening in
Covid-19 pandemic which
may take years to recover.
This is the reason why the

Cebu City Council approved
it as liberation center,” Rama
said.
He said this has several
uses like Bagsakan Center,
Transport Terminal, Adaptation Center, Halfway Center, Food Security Center to
be managed by former congressman Pastor Alcover Jr.
and incumbent City Councilors Philiip S. Zafra and Alvin
Dizon.
He said this will surely succeed with the help of
Mayor Edgardo C. Labella.
Earlier, Zafra, the chairman of the Committee on Ag-

riculture, told Cebu Business
Week that the area allocated
for them will also serve as
distribution center for free
seeds, animals and fertilizer
to those who want to participate in urban gardening.
“We want to increase
food production through urban gardening as one way to
survive this Covid-19 pandemic,” Zafra said.
He said his committee is
now coordinating with the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) to implement the food
production program. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

HRRAC confident tourism to recover in early 2021
THE Hotel Resort and
Restaurant Association of
Cebu (HRRAC) is optimistic
that the Cebu tourism industry will start to recover by
the first quarter of 2021.
HRRAC president Carlo Suarez who owns Cebu
Grand Hotel said that hotels and resorts have already
resumed operations since
the easing of quarantine restrictions. However, occupancy rates have remained
low compared to pre-COVID
levels.
Still, Suarez who ob-

served that weekend occupancy has picked up as locals have started doing staycations, said in a Mugstoria
Ta online conversation hosted by Assistant Secretary
Jonji Gonzales of the Office
of the Presidential Assistant
for the Visayas (OPAV).
OPAV Spokesperson Titus Borromeo said the confidence of HRRAC members
in Cebu’s tourism prospects
could be seen by the resumption of operation by most of
them.
As of end October, Bor-

romeo said at least 90 percent of HRRAC’s member
hotels have already resumed
operations while about 95
percent of their resorts
have since reopened, Suarez said. He added that the
goal right now of the industry is to improve customer
confidence in leisurely stay
amid the ongoing threat of
COVID-19.
“As long as we follow the
minimum health standards,
we will overcome the virus.
And Cebu is ready to welcome tourists,” Suarez said.

However, he cited the
need for opening Cebu to
international tourists to get
back tourism on track to recovery.
“The industry really
hopes that we can welcome
international flights again
starting next year both for
business and leisure to slowly bring back the pre-COVID
times,” Suarez said.
Due to travel restrictions
from abroad, the tourism industry in Cebu is banking on
the domestic market to attract sales. But Suarez said,

varying regulations imposed
by local government units
(LGU) are not encouraging
the domestic tourism market to take off. Suarez called
for further relaxed travel restrictions and requirements
for domestic travelers to
encourage them to take visit
local destinations.
“LGU restrictions remain a challenge for us.
We can’t push the domestic travel market unless we
can slowly ease the restrictions,” he said. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu Business Week

November 16 - 22, 2020

9

CEBU CITY PAGE
A paper within the paper

Look at PH agri, tech sectors,
government asks US investors
DEPARTMENT of Finance (DOF) Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III urged American investors to look into
opportunities in agriculture,
digital technology, manufacturing and medical research
to help the Philippines in its
economic recovery track.
“We are pushing the
use of digital technologies
to transform Philippine agriculture into a dynamic,
high-growth sector. With the
United States being one of the
world’s greatest food producers, we see immense potential benefit in having American investments in this area.
Manufacturing is another key
sector that we will revitalize in
the post-pandemic era. This
is a good time for US firms
that are looking to diversify
their supply chains to see the
Philippines as a viable source
of intermediate products and
services,” Dominguez said.
“We also see great poten-

tial in partnerships with US
companies as we accelerate
our move to a digital economy. The COVID-19 crisis is
also a time for renewed cooperation between our nations
in medical research,” he added.
Dominguez also encouraged American investors to

reap the gains of a recovering
Philippine economy as well as
tax incentives the government
offers to new investments.
“As we gradually reopen
the economy with health interventions, our GDP (gross
domestic product) performed
much better. We had a smaller GDP contraction of 11.5

percent in the third quarter
from a decline of 16.9 percent
in the second quarter of this
year. On a quarter-on-quarter
basis, the economy grew by 8
percent in the third quarter.
This indicates that the Philippine economy is on the
mend. This is also a strong
signal that the worst seems to

be over for the country,” told
Dominguez during a webinar
organized by the Philippine
Embassy in Washington, D.C.
“The path is clearer to a
strong bounce back in 2021.
We expect to see additional improvements in the last
quarter of this year as we progressively reopen businesses
and transportation,” Dominguez added.
Dominguez said that
while some of the Philippines’
closest neighbors were grappling with aging populations,
the Philippines has a young
workforce.
“We have invested a lot in
preparing our youth for the
competitive world that lies
ahead. There is a great talent
in our market ready to be unleashed. We have an extensive
pool of highly skilled workers
to assist in the development
of the US manufacturing and
innovative industries,” he
said.

DTI-7 monitors Noche Buena products

THE Department of
Trade and Industry in
Central Visayas (DTI-7)
started monitoring Noche
Buena products in malls and
supermarkets as Christmas
season approaches.
Ines Cajegas, chief of the
consumer protection division
of DTI-Cebu Province, said
that for the time being, they
merely focus on its supply
for the said products. They
have not received an updated
Suggested Retail Price (SRP)
for Noche Buena from DTI
central office.

“We’re not yet enforcing
because recent issuance of
the SRP for Noche Buena
products. But our foot patrol
is already on the field. We’re
looking at the availability
of these products and how
much are they selling it,
but they are not yet doing
the formal enforcement,”
Cajegas said.
Cajegas added that they
expect the new SRP for
Noche Buena products to be
available within this month.
Cajegas is confident that
even with the health crisis,

consumers would still buy
Noche Buena products for
Christmas.
She also encouraged mall

and supermarket owners to
revive consumer confidence
through ensuring their safety
by implementing the health

and safety protocols to avoid
the spread of the virus.
“We
cannot
erase
Christmas, but people are
now cautious, they are
conscious of the risk that
they are taking when they
go to crowded malls or
supermarkets,” she said.
Cajegas said they will
also
start
monitoring
Christmas lights being sold
to make sure that Import
Commodity Clearance (ICC)
and Philippine Standard
(PS) marks are present on
these items.

Bill on hazard pay for other workers up in Senate

A BILL aimed at giving
hazard pay to workers in
public hospitals during the
coronavirus pandemic has
been filed at the Senate.
Senator Ralph G. Recto
filed Senate Bill 1908 that
will cover sanitation workers,
housekeepers, food service
workers, janitors, security
guards and equipment and

building maintenance staff,
among others.
“They are low-paid workers but are still classified as
employed, thus disqualifying
them from receiving emergency government aid for the
jobless,” Senator Ralph G.
Recto stated as explanatory
note of the bill.
“They are not allied

medical and health workers.
Some are private employees
under contract of service.
They are not entitled to
hazard pay as contemplated
in the Bayanihan II law,” he
added.
The law provided for
a COVID-19 special risk
allowance for all health
workers in private and public

hospitals, on top of a hazard
pay.
Under Recto’s bill, the
hazard pay may cost up
to 25% of the daily salary,
subject to available funds and
will be based on the number
of days the support worker
serves in the COVID-19
section of the hospital.
The fund will be taken

from the 2020 savings
in the national budget or
any contingency funds for
the first year of the bill’s
implementation and later
from the annual spending
plan.
Once enacted, hazard
pay will be retroactive to
cover services rendered since
March 17, 2020.
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USC holds Investiture of new president
THE University of San
Carlos (USC) welcomes
Fr. Narciso A. Cellan, Jr.,
SVD, D.Comm. as its new
President – the eleventh
President of USC.
The
Investiture
of
Fr. Cellan was held on
Thursday, Nov. 12, at the
Michael Richartz Center in
Talamban campus.
No less than Most
Rev. Jose S. Palma, D.D.,
S.Th.D. Archbishop of Cebu
officiated the Eucharistic
Celebration for the occasion.
In his speech, Fr. Cellan
said that “education is
future-oriented. Students go
to school for their future—
whether
to
overcome
poverty and participate in
gainful economic activity,
or become a professional
who contributes to the
development of culture and
society, or to just simply
mature as a person and be a
force for good. These options
offered through education
are critical in preparing and
molding students for the
future. “
He
quoted
his
predecessor Fr. Dionisio M.
Miranda, SVD’s statement
that the University of San
Carlos
views
education
under three modalities--instruction, training, and
formation.
“As a Catholic university,
USC casts its perspective
further than 2040; in fact,
far into the future, the new
president pronounced.
He cited the 1990
Apostolic Constitution Ex

USC prior to his election as
University President.
He earned his Doctorate
in Communication from the
University of the Philippines
Open University and Master
of Science in Development

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…

n Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft was a
college drop out?
n Men are 23% more likely to be left-handed than
women?

FR. NARCISO A. CELLAN, JR., SVD

Corde
Ecclesiae
(From
the Heart of the Church)
of Pope John Paul which
says, “One of the essential
characteristics
of
a
Catholic university, is “an
institutional commitment
to the service of the people
of God and of the human
family in their pilgrimage to
the transcendent goal which
gives meaning to life.”
Fr. Cellan was elected
last February 15, 2020 by
the Board of Trustees of the
University of San Carlos

(USC) as the 11th University
President for the academic
triennium 2020–2021 until
2022–2023. He assumed
office on June 1, 2020 in
simple ceremonies at the
University’s
Downtown
Campus
Chapel
taking
the helm of USC amidst
the challenges of a global
pandemic.
Fr. Cellan, affectionately
known as “Father Sisoy,”
formerly served as the
Assistant Vice President
for Academic Affairs of

DepEd adjusts 4 quarters
of School Year 2020-2021
THE Department of
Education (DepEd) has adjusted the four quarters for
school year 2020-2021 in
response to the “key challenges” in teaching students
during the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.
In DepEd Memorandum issued on October 30,
DepEd Undersecretary for
Curriculum and Instruction
Diosdado San Antonio said
there is a need to recalibrate
the strategy of assigning

Communication from the
University of the Philippines
Los Baños.
Father Sisoy hails from
Lupon, Davao Oriental, and
was ordained a priest in
2000.

teaching responsibilities of
teachers and learning activities of the learners with the
assistance of their parents.”
The DepEd extended the
first quarter of the school
year up to Dec. 12, 2020.
The second quarter
would start from Jan. 4,
2021 to Feb. 27, 2021; the
third quarter, Mar. 1, 2021
to Apr. 24, 2021; and fourth
quarter, Apr. 26, 2021 to
Jun 11, 2021.
“The week of Dec. 14 to
19, 2020 will be devoted to

In-Service Training (INSET)
which may include MELCs
(Most Essential Learning
Competencies)-based Quarter 2 planning for Distance
Learning Delivery Modalities (DLDM),” San Antonio
said.
Briones earlier scheduled the first quarter Oct. 5 to
Nov. 28, 2020; second quarter, Dec. 1, 2020 to Feb. 6,
2021; third quarter, Feb. 15,
2021 to Apr. 10, 2021; and
the fourth quarter from Apr.
12, 2021 to June 5, 2021.

n Because of the world’s huge Nutella
consumption, the Italian company Ferrero buys
one quarter of the globally produced hazelnuts
each year?
n The start-up sound for Window 95 was made
on an Apple Macintosh computer?
n The start-up sound for Window 95 was made
on an Apple Macintosh computer?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“In this lifetime, you don’t have to prove nothing
to nobody, except yourself. And after what
you’ve gone through, if you haven’t done that by
now, it ain’t gonna never happen.” – Fortune,
Rudy
“It’s supposed to be hard. If it wasn’t hard,
everyone would do it. The hard is what makes it
great. – Jimmy Dugan, A League of Their
Own
“Oh yes, the past can hurt. But you can either
run from it, or learn from it.” – Rafiki, The
Lion King
If you don’t like the road you’re walking, start
paving another one – Dolly Parton
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ASEAN 2020 begins amid
‘major power rivalries’

SOUTHEAST
Asian
leaders kicked off a multilateral summit on Thursday
expected to address tensions
in the South China Sea and
tackle plans for a post-pandemic economic recovery in
a region where U.S.-China
rivalry has been rising.
The
Association
of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) has so far not been
“drawn into the maelstroms”
of those rivalries and challenges to the international
multilateral system.
“Three quarters of a century have passed since the
end of the Second World
War. World peace and security, however, are not yet truly
sustainable,” said Vietnamese
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan
Phuc, whose government
holds the chairmanship of the
10-member bloc in 2020.

“This year, they are particularly under greater threat
as a result of compounding
risks arising from the unpredictable conduct of states,
major power rivalries and
frictions,” Phuc said.

On top of the summit’s
agenda will be tensions in
the South China Sea, where
Chinese ships have been embroiled in periodic standoffs
with vessels from Vietnam,
Malaysia and Indonesia as

Beijing seeks to assert its territorial claims in the disputed waterway.
China claims about 80%
of the sea including large
swathes of Vietnam’s exclusive economic zone, or EEZ,

as well as the Paracel Islands
and Spratly Islands. It also
overlaps the EEZs of ASEAN
members Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines.
ASEAN leaders are also
expected to sign the China-backed Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) on Sunday
in what could become the
world’s biggest trade agreement.
The deal, which comes
at a time when tensions over
the U.S. election result leave
questions over Washington’s
engagement in the region,
will likely cement China’s position more firmly as an economic partner with Southeast Asia, Japan and Korea,
and put it in a better position
to shape the region’s trade
rules. REUTERS

Hungary seeks to ban same-sex adoption
HUNGARY’S government has drafted a change
to the country’s constitution that would in effect ban
adoption by same-sex couples.
The proposed amendment would specify that
“the mother is a woman; the
father is a man” and permit only married couples to
adopt children.
The draft legislation has
been condemned by human
rights groups.
The proposal was sent to

parliament by the governing
right-wing Fidesz party late
on Tuesday. It would require
children to be raised with a
“Christian” interpretation of
gender roles.
“It ensures education in
accordance with the values
based on Hungary’s constitutional identity and Christian culture,” it reads.
Hungary’s government,
led by Prime Minister Viktor Orban, has made sweeping changes to the constitution since coming to power

in 2010.
The document already
defines “the institution of
marriage as between a man
and a woman” as well as
“the basis of the family and
national survival”.
Under the latest proposed amendment, single
people could only adopt
with special permission
from the minister in charge
of family affairs. For this
reason, the proposal is also
being viewed by critics as
an attack on single-parent

families as well as LGBT
people.
These proposals are the
latest move by the Fidesz
government to reinforce its
definition of a family as a
union of husband and wife
and their children.
The government reasons
that the traditional family
is under attack worldwide
from ultra-liberal ideologists and must be defended.
The amendments are
likely to be voted into force
by the two-thirds Fidesz

majority in early December.
The immediate effect of
this change in the constitution will be to make it almost
impossible for any individuals, including a small number living in a same-sex relationship, to adopt children.
At least 500,000 children in Hungary live in
single-parent families, and
opposition parties have accused the government of
discriminating against them
in the family allowance and
tax system. BBC

UAE sets new decrees to ‘modernize’ Islam
THE United Arab Emirates has introduced a slew of
reforms on personal status
and penal laws as part of a
years-long bid to modernize
the Gulf state and promote a
progressive brand of Islam.
The oil-rich country announced it had decriminalized alcohol and suicide, and
scrapped so-called “honor
crime” provisions that gave
men lighter sentences if they
assaulted female relatives to
protect a family’s reputation.

The country has “lifted
the criminalization of parts
of the penal code that do not
harm others” -- a vaguely
worded phrase that could signal the further repeal of more
socially conservative rules.
The UAE has adopted an
increasingly liberal approach
to social freedoms in recent
years, helping to attract expatriates to the country and
retain those already living
there. Foreigners (around 8
million people in a country of

roughly 10 million) make up
an overwhelming part of the
UAE’s workforce.
“The decrees aim to solidify the UAE’s adherence
to the importance of creating a legal environment that
suits cultural diversity,” state
news agency WAM wrote.
“The state commits to building a competitive and safe
social and economic environment.”
In recent years, socially conservative rules in the

UAE have rarely been enforced. Still, the possibility of
penalizing people for socially
liberal behavior has loomed
large in the minds of its inhabitants. And the formalization of reforms is a relief
for many socially liberal residents.
It is unclear how the
reforms will affect LGBTQ
individuals in the country
-- homosexuality is typically criminalized by a vague
law that bans “indecent as-

sault” and is punishable by a
year in prison -- or if it will
change attitudes towards
frowned-upon practices such
as public displays of affection.
Political reforms are nowhere on the horizon, the
UAE decreed on Monday
that any “disrespect” shown
towards the country’s flag,
or any state’s flag, carries a
jail sentence of up to 25 years
and a fine of 500,000 dirhams (around $137,000).
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LOCKDOWN POSSIBLE KON KASO
SA COVID-19 PADAYON PAGSAKA

ANG Cebu City Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
nipasidaan sa publiko is nga
kon mupadayon ang pagsaka
sa kasi sa coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19), hayan ipaubos na sab ang siyudad sa
lockdown.
Niadtong
Miyerkoles,
Nobyembre 11, 2020, ang
siyudad mitala og 28 ka bagong kaso sa COVID-19n hinungdan sa pagsaka sa mga
active nga kaso ngadto sa
131.
Si Konsehal Joel Garganera, deputy chief implementor sa EOC, niingon nga
makaalarma ang maong pagsaka tungod mas daghan ang
natala nga kaso kaysa nangaayo.
Ang maong datos angay
nga magsilbi nga pasidaan
nga kon ang first-world nga

CHECKPOINT. HAYAN MABALIK NI NGA TALAN-AWON KON MOPADAYON ANG PAGSAKA SA KASO COVID-19
SA DAKBAYAN SA SUGBO.

Biz sector di makatugot
og laing lockdown
ANG mga negosyante
sa Siyudad sa Sugbo nipahimangno sa publiko sa pagmabinantayon kanunay batok sa
sa coronavirus.
Kini human ang Emergency Operations Center (EOC) sa
siyudad niluwat og pasidaan
nga hayan aduna na sab bagong lockdown nga mahitabo
kon padaypng mosaka ang
kaso sa new coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).
Si Felix Taguiam, pres-

ident sa Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI), niingon nga ang business sector dili makatugot
nga mahunong na sab ang ilang operasyon.
Si Taguiam nagkanayon
nga ang labing maayong paagi aron malikayan ang laing
lockdown o enhanced community quarantine (ECQ)
mao ang padayon nga pagsunod sa katawhan sa minimum
health standards.

“Dili na kaya sa mga negosyante ang lain na sab nga
lockdown. Akong gihangyo
ang tanan sa pag kooperar ug
dili usikan ang atong panahon ingon man ang atong nakat-onan sa niagi,” awhag ni
Taguiam.
Ang CCCI adunay kapin sa 800 ka mga miyembro
ug mao ang ikaduhang labing dako nga kapunungan
sa mga negosyante sa tibuok
nasud.

Hugtan ang border controls
sa Siyudad sa Sugbo
ANG gamay nga pagsaka sa kaso sa coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) sa
Siyudad sa Sugbo nakaaghat
sa kagamhanan sa siyudad sa
pagpakanaog og mga lakang
aron mapugngan ang padayon nga pagsaka niini.
Ang labing unang plano
sa siyudad mao ang pagbutang pagbalik og hugot nga
border controls sa mga en-

tries ug exits niini.
Gibutyag ni Mayor Edgardo Labella nga kasagaran sa mga bag-ong kaso sa
COVID-19 mga lumalabay o
dumuduong o mga trabahante
nga nagpuyo sa Metro Cebu
apan nanarbaho sa mga establisamento sa Siyudad sa Sugbo.
Nunot ning maong kabalaka, so Labella nimando
sa Cebu City Police Office

(CCPO) nga hingusgan ang
border controls ug susihon
ang mga sakyanan ingon man
ang tanang tawo nga mosud sa
siyudad sa ilang work ug quarantine documents.
“We will strengthen our
border control. Our border
patrol pahingusgan nato pagayo aron dili lang bisan kinsa
mosulod sa atong syudad,”
matod sa mayor.

mga nasud nasugamak sa
second wave o ikaduhang
hugna sa COVID-19, kita pa
kaha?
Si Garganera hugtanong
nag-awhag sa tanan sa pag
kooperar kay anugon ang
atong nakab-ot nga kadaugan batok sa virus kon mobalik na sab ang siyudad sa
lockdown.
Ang EOC nag-awhag sab
sa mga esblisamento nga diili luagan ang pagpatuman sa
mga health protocols.
Sa susamang higayon giawhag sab sa EOC ang mga
residente sa pagmabinantayon kon mugawas sa ilang panimalay.
Kon padayon ang pagsaka sa mga kaso, hayan ipaubos na sab ang Siyudad sa
Sugbo sa lockdown sa tapos
ning buwan sa Nobiyembre.

Simple nga Fiesta Señor
USA ka Joint Advisory kabahin sa pagsaulog sa ika-456
nga pista ni Señor Santo Niño
sa Sugbo ang naumol ug gilagdaan sa mga kadagkuan sa Siyudad sa Sugbo.
Ang Joint Advisory gipirmahan sa Cebu City Government pinaagi ni Mayor Edgar
Labella, Basilica Minore Del
Santo Niño, Inter- Agency
Task Force (IATF) ug sa Cebu
City Police Office.
Si Labella nipadayag sa
iyang supporta sa mga lakang
nga gihimo sa kaparian sa Basilica Minore Del Santo Niño.
Gipahayag sa maong Joint
Advisory nga adunay pipila
ka mga naandan nga relihiyosong kalihukan ang dili
mapahigayon sa 2021.
Ang maong mga kalihukan nag lakip sa:
Penitential Walk with
Jesus atol
sa Opening Salvo;
Penitential Walk
with Mary
sa
katapusang
adlaw sa novena; Traslacion
sa imahe ni Santo
Niño ug Our Lady

of Guadalupe; Fluvial Procession; Reenactment of the First
Baptism; Planting of the Cross
and First Wedding; Solemn
Foot Procession; ug ang Proposed Cebu Provincial Pilgrimages.
Kini aron pag likay nga
mag tapok ang mga tawo
ug pag siguro nga luwas sila
sa Corona Virus Disease
(COVID-19) Pandemic.
Walay motorcade nga pagahimoon isip hulip sa gikanselar nga mga relihiyosong
mga kalihokan.
Ang mga nitambong sa pinirmahay sa Joint Advisory mao
sila si Rev. Fr. Pacifico Nohara
Jr., OSA, Rector sa Basilica
Minore Del Santo Niño;
Konsehal Philip Zafra,
Chairman sa Committee
on Public Order; Konsehal Joel Garganera,
Ang Deputy
Chief Implementer
sa IATF
Cebu City;
PCol Josefino Ligan,
ang Director
sa Cebu City
Police Office ug Raquel Arce ang pangulo
sa PROBE.

