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Dominguez hails high standard amid the pandemic

FINANCE
Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III has
commended the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC) for keeping its high
standard of “responsive and
reliable” service in overseeing the corporate sector and
protecting investors despite
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Dominguez said the
SEC has made possible the
continued operations of
the stock and fixed income
markets. This happened
amid the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) protocols and migrated most of
its processes online to continue serving the public.
“The SEC is indispensable to the growth and
development of our capital market. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, I am
happy to note that the Commission has been relentless
in improving its operations
and accessibility to investors,” Dominguez said
in his pre-recorded video
message during the SEC’s
84th founding anniversary
celebration last week.
Dominguez said the SEC
also extended the period for
the filing of reportorial requirements for regulated
entities, provided alternative modes of filing such re-

quirements, and suspended
the imposition of penalties
during the pandemic.
The SEC also contributed to the government’s
COVID-19 response measures by transferring P2
billion from its account
to the Bureau of the Treasury (BTr), as provided under Republic Act (RA) No.
11469 or the Bayanihan to
Heal as One Act (Bayanihan
1), Dominguez said.
“I thank the SEC for
continuing to be responsive
and reliable during this difficult period for the nation.
I am confident that you will
do even better as you enter
your 85th year of operations,” Dominguez told the
men and women of the SEC
led by its chairman, Emilio
Aquino.
Aside from these laudable efforts, Dominguez
said he expects the SEC
to also continue warning
the public about fraudulent investment schemes.
Many scammers have now
sprouted to take advantage
of Filipinos to steal their
hard-earned money.
“Several of them even
falsely associate themselves
with government officials.
Your continued advocacy
of safe investment instru-

ments will help us shield
the public from these kinds
of scams,” Dominguez said.
He said that with investors being among the
most valuable resources in
growing the economy, they
should be assured that the
SEC can be relied upon to
ensure that their investments are safeguarded
from fraud.
“The Philippine capital market relies on the
effectiveness,
integrity,
and credibility of the SEC.
Without the SEC, our capital market will not be trustworthy. Investors will not
be protected. Fraud will run
rampant,” Dominguez said.
The Department of Finance (DOF) has repeatedly warned the public about
false and fraudulent information using the name of
Dominguez and other public personalities to promote
a fake “cryptocurrency auto-trading platform called
Bitcoin Revolution.”
The DOF has urged the
public to report this and
other similarly suspicious
investment schemes to the
SEC Enforcement and Investor Protection Department with telephone number (02) 8818-5704.
Dominguez also called

on the regulatory body
to harness the power
of new digital technologies to continue to efficiently
serve Filipinos, especially enterprises that will help
the country rebuild
a modern and competitive post-pandemic economy.

CARLOS DOMINGUEZ III, FINANCE SECRETARY

2

Cebu Business Week

November 30 - December 6, 2020

LOCAL

Liquidate Covid-19 budget first: Rama
ONE of the requirements
of the Cebu City Council in
passing the 2021 annual
budget is the liquidation of
the 2020 P3.5 billion fund
allocation for the Covid-19
pandemic response.
In an interview with Cebu
Business Week, Cebu City
Vice Mayor Michael “Mike”
Rama said the liquidation
of this fund must not be
ignored.
“We even created an
Ad Hoc Committee which
will take cognizance, sort of
fact-finding, if needed, on
all concerns especially in
the City Council through a
resolution sponsored by City
Councilor Nestor Archival,”
Rama said.
Included in the P3.5

VICE MAYOR MICHAEL RAMA

billion Covid-19 response is
the P500 million additional
fund for the Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC)
building construction. But
until now, the project is

not transparent, and the
contractor is not even known
to the public.
“I
may
deliver
a
privileged speech in the
City Council and return the

proposed annual budget to
the executive department
officials for them to review
and
clearly
slash
the
appropriations. At the end of
the day, the budget must be
focused, as we have agreed,
to pandemic-oriented budget
like food production, social
services as emphasized by
City Councilor Alvin Dizon,
and peace and order and
public safety as suggested by
City Councilors Phillip Zafra
and Joel Garganera.
“We should not include
in the 2021 budget those not
necessary. We still have 2022
annual budget,” Rama said.
The City Council has
the final decision when it
comes to budget. Rama
has experienced in budget

deliberation being a threeterm city councilor, threeterm vice mayor and twoterm mayor.
“The City Council is carrying the power of the purse.
It can slash any proposed
budget. The Department of
Budget and Management
(DBM) has requirements
on how to deliberate a proposed budget The City Council cannot act as mayor, and
the mayor cannot act as City
Council,” Rama said.
He said there must be a
fiscalizer. When they started
discussing the proposed
2021 budget, the City Council
asked for the liquidation of
the P3.5 billion for Covid-19
response as this is long
overdue. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Don’t include P5B funds from SRP sale
CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
the city hall executive department must not include the P5
billion remaining balance of
the P16 billion proceeds of the
South Road Properties (SRP)
lots as one of the sources to
cover the 2021 annual budget.
Rama reminded Mayor Edgar Labella those two
items in their 10-point agenda
during the May 2019 election
campaign. First is to make

full payment of P2.8 billion
balance of the loan from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to create
SRP. Second is to complete
the Cebu City Medical Center
(CCMC) building construction.
Records show that of the
P16 billion sale from SRP lots,
only more than P5 billion is
left and the people do not
know yet how the P10 billion
was spent.
Rama said majority in the

City Council did not want to
include the remaining P5 billion SRP proceeds as one of
the sources of funds to cover
the 2021 budget.
If the P2.8 billion foreign
loan balance will remain unpaid, Cebu City Government
will continue to pay millions
of pesos in annual interest
which is detrimental to public
interest.
However, if full payment
is made, the supposed interest for that loan can be lent

to vendors without interest
to liberate them from loan
sharks.
City Councilor Raymond
Alvin Garcia will preside the
Committee of a Whole in
the City Council to tackle the
2021 annual budget.
Rama said this will be interesting. There will be a lot of
insights and clear pronouncements from the City Council.
The vice mayor will be a participant member of the Committee of a Whole.

He said that he and Labella have different views on
CCMC. Labella said the first
three floors of CCMC will be
finished and can be operated
by the end of December 2020.
Rama said they need to finish
all the ten floors of the CCMC
building before it will operate.
“We should complete the
construction of all ten floors
before the operation of the
city hospital since the money
is already there,” Rama said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

US one of PH big trading partners: Calooy
BUSINESSMAN Rey E.
Calooy said one of the biggest
trading partners of the Philippines is the United States of
America (USA). The Philippine export to the USA is bigger than its import and this
has improved the economy.
Compared to its trade
with China, the Philippines
has heavily imported Chinese
products for Filipino consumers and its export to the same
nation is low.
“There is a trade imbalance between China and the
Philippines. Our country is
clearly at the losing end,” said
Calooy, the chairman of the
Filipino-Cebuano
(FilCeb)
Business Club.
FilCeb is composed of
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) which is
composed of about more than

90 percent of the Philippine
economy.
Calooy said that the Philippines’ No. 1 export to USA is
semi-conductor. The Mitzumi
Corporation in Danao
City is manufacturing components for
I-Phone cameras that
are sold worldwide.
The other products
which are exported to
USA are mangoes, and
coconut products; and
clothes, Adidas shoes,
bags, and watches
which are manufactured at Mactan Economic Zone (MEZ).
Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFW) in
USA and Filipino-Americans
are remitting dollars that
greatly contributed to Philippine economy compared to

China.
Calooy added that our
balance of payments with other countries affects our Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). In

2018, the Philippines imported consumer goods from China in the amount of US$22
billion, while Chinese gov-

ernment only imported Philippine products like banana
and pineapple in the amount
of $8 billion.
“The imbalance of trade
between the Philippines and China is
terrible. The trading
between the Philippines and USA is
good because the
balance of payments
is more than $4 billion in favor of the
Philippines,” Calooy
said.
Hence, under
a globalized market,
a president who visits other countries
will bring with him
businessmen for a trade mission.
The Philippines is 70
percent consumption-driv-

en economy. Hence, when
the Inter-Agency Task Force
(IAFT) ordered a lockdown
because of Covid-19, the
economy abruptly went down
to 16.5 percent negative GDP
in the 2nd quarter and 11.5
percent negative GDP in 3rd
quarter of 2020.
In the world, the Philippines is a leading consumption-driven economy while
most countries are in investments, manufacturing, and
export. If there is money, most
Filipinos like OFWs use that to
buy condo units, vehicles, personal effects, and amusement.
That is consumption.
The wise Filipinos are
those who invest their money
in buying government bonds,
treasury bills or engage in
business that can stabilize the
economy. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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LTFRB 7 issues special permits
to 185 PUJs
THE Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has
issued special permits to
resume operation to only
185 out of more than 4,000
units of old and traditional
jeepneys in Cebu City.
LTFRB 7 Director Eduardo Montealto Jr. told Cebu
Business Week that the 185
special permits were issued
during their two weeks’ onestop-shop at South Road
Properties (SRP).
The one-stop-shop at
South Road Properties (SRP)
has ended and those who
want to comply with the requirements for special permit must go directly to the
LTFRB regional office inside
Robinsons Galleria at North
Reclamation Area.
The
issues
resolved
during the two weeks’ onestop-shop are roadworthi-

ness of the units which were
determined by the National
Vehicle Inspection Service
(NVIS), emission by centers
accredited by the Department
of Health (DOH), and other
issues. The units which failed
to pass inspection may be further repaired by its operator.
Aside from roadworthiness and compliance of
the rules, passengers are required to follow health protocols like wearing of face
mask and face shield, thermal scanning, and social distancing.
Montealto clarified that
the deadline for operators of
traditional jeepneys to consolidate with transport cooperatives or transport corporation is Dec. 31, 2020. If
they cannot consolidate, they
will still be issued a one-year
probational permit. But their
franchise is open to any in-

terested parties to operate it.
He said that if operators
are issued probational franchise and on the same day
some interested parties will

get their franchises, they
cannot oppose.
The consolidation is
aimed at establishing fleet
management and garage

for consolidated units. The
modernization
program
has eased up even during
the pandemic. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Capitol demands P1.9B in taxes from Alcoy mine
BOARD Member John Ismael “Jimbo” Borgonia (Cebu
3rd District) said the Cebu
Provincial Government has
sent a second demand letter
to Philippine Mining Service
Corporation (PMSC) for the
company to pay P1.9 billion
in taxes for extracting mines
in Alcoy, Cebu for decades.
Borgonia, a lawyer, said
that PMSC has filed a petition
to the Supreme Court and alleged that it is exempted from
paying taxes to Cebu Provincial Government. But the
High Tribunal has sided with

Cebu Province.
“All minerals extracted
anywhere in Cebu Province
are subject to taxes by the
Cebu Provincial Government. The taxing power of
Cebu Province is limited. It
has no business taxes, hence,
let us maximize tax collection
on quarry, sand and gravel, among others,” Borgonia
said.
He said that PMSC extracted minerals like dolomite from Alcoy, Cebu but
failed to pay taxes to Cebu
Province for several years,

and it is now time for this
company to pay what is due
to the government.
He added that because
PMSC has destroyed the environment, the more that
it should pay taxes to Cebu
Province. If there is no tax
payment, Cebu Province will
go to court based on the favorable Supreme Court decision.
Earlier, Board Member
Jose Mari “Tata” Salvador
(Cebu 2nd District) said that
the Cebu Provincial Government has power to collect
taxes from PMSC, but its clo-

sure has affected about 300
workers who temporarily
lost their jobs and income.
If each of the 300 workers
has a family of four, Salvador
said there are about 1,200 people who are facing uncertainly
to sustain their daily needs.
Borgonia clarified that
PMSC’s temporary closure
was ordered by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
while the agency is still investigating the company’s compliance of environmental laws.
“The closure was about

environmental issues. Once
the PMSC will comply with all
the requirements, it will resume operation. Cebu Province will continue to demand
tax payment on its operation,” Borgonia said.
He noted that PMSC has
not paid taxes to the Local
Government Unit (LGU) of
Alcoy and Cebu Province.
The PMSC officials and owners are enriching themselves
while Alcoy remained a
sleepy town and smaller than
a barangay in Metro Cebu.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

DOTr oks filing of cases vs. unscrupulous motorcycle traders
LAND
Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 Director Victor Emmanuel Caindec said
the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and their main
office has already given authority to cases against motorcycle dealers who evade
paying taxes and fees.
Caindec has estimated
that the unscrupulous motorcycle traders evade from
paying about P1.7 billion to
the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), Register of Deeds

and LTO 7.
One evidence is that the
motorcycle traders sold their
motorcycles to the poor drivers on installment but registered these to LTO 7 as paid
in cash.
As a result, the BIR failed
to collect taxes for the interest of the loans. The traders
also did not register the chattel mortgage to the Register
of Deeds which is mandatory under the law, hence, no
payments made. The traders

moreover did not pay additional fee to the LTO.
Caindec said his authority to file cases against the
violators is the reason why
LTO 7 is now collating all the
proofs against dodgy motorcycle dealers.
“I don’t want to be like
other officials who called for
a press conference against
violators, and the cases were
later dismissed. On my part,
once we charge tax evaders
and violators, we are confi-

dent that they will be penalized,” Caindec said.
He said that the devious
motorcycle traders started
to malign his name, hoping
that he will be replaced, after that he exposed their illegal activities. These traders
reportedly hired media men
and government officials
to do the demolition job
against him.
But Caindec said his
superiors in central office
believed in his campaign

against devious motorcycle traders and he was given
an authority to file charges
against them.
On the other hand, Caindec said his friends advised
him not to go after the violators otherwise he may be ambushed. But he said he has
no choice but to file charges
against the motorcycle traders to help the motorcycle
drivers who were victimized
and to institute reforms in
LTO 7. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Political officers rising
Vice Mayor Aljun
Diamante stressed the
need for national leaders
who understand the poor
while former rebel general
Danny Lim urged political
officers to participate in addressing the country’s challenges. Diamante and Lim
spoke during the second
national assembly of the
Political Officers League of
Weekly Notes
the Philippines (POLPhil). Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
The assembly was hybrid – combined offline and online. While the main group met at
Luxent Hotel in Quezon City, the main Cebu delegation gathered
at Parklane Hotel. The rest of POLPhil members joined the assembly using Zoom. Seemingly low-key, political officers of political personalities, political groupings, and key government agencies comprise POLPhil. In Cebu, the group facilitated support for
communities at the height of the Covid-19 crisis. This December
6, a key POLPhil officer is organizing a relief caravan in partnership with Youth Aid Philippines, I AM MAD (Making a Difference), and the TNC show ‘The Family Business.’ The caravan will
benefit Typhoon Ulysses victims of Laiban, Tanay, Rizal.
Curiously, POLPhil include members close to the camps
of Inday Sara Duterte, Leni Robredo, and Manny Pacquiao.
However, POLPhil’s clout remains its links with grassroots organizations and political leaders in the countryside.
2022 maneuvers
Word found its way to my vantage point here in Talisay
City in Cebu that Inday Sara has decided to go for the presidency. However, I think her father President Rodrigo Duterte
does not need to battle it out with Vice President Leni Robredo in showing who is more active in typhoon relief operations.
The president should welcome all the help. After all, he is supposedly on top of the situation. The welfare of those affected
should be foremost now, not 2022.
Meanwhile, Sen. Manny Pacquiao has been moving on
his own pace. After signing an endorser agreement with Globe
Telecom, he went on his way to giving money to typhoon victims. Then, I read about his being an endorser of Mobile Legends and Pacquito, the coming ML hero. On Tuesday, a little
POLPhil birdie said the Pacman will be elected the PDP-Laban
president on December 2, 2020.
Harry Roque
The latest controversy involving presidential spokesperson Harry Roque happened in Bantayan Island, Cebu. Photos
of the event in social media showed the jampacked Suroy-Suroy event at Kota Park in Madridejos town. According to Roque,
social distancing may be dispensed with if people wear face
masks in an open-air venue.
Maybe he should compare notes with DOH officials who
reminded the public about crowded areas in Divisoria. They
should be clear because apparently, Mayor Edgar Labella is
confused judging from his treatment of those people who
wanted to buy shoes and the Edlab riders.
(Aside from being a POLPhil member, Anol Mongaya is the
co-founder and director for strategic PR of PRWorks Inc.
Contact him @anol_cebu in Twitter)
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Honoring the best
Globe Telecom has again
honored the best journalists,
bloggers, and social media
influencers in the Visayas
and Mindanao. But unlike
years past, the GMEA 2020
finals exemplified life this
year’s theme of “Life in the
New Normal.”
• Winners in the Visayas and Mindanao
announced in one finals ceremony.
• The GMEA 2020
awarding ceremony
went fully digital and
online.
This year’s GMEA recognized the exceptional and
agile work of journalists,

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

bloggers, and social media
influencers in Visayas and
Mindanao. The challenge involved covering the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic
amid the risks and disruptions.
The theme “Life in the
New Normal” includes the
COVID-19 response, the impact of quarantine on different sectors, and the difficult
road to economic recovery.
In addition, entries should
also be in line with Globe’s
commitment to the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
• Care for the environment.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Keres H. Aviles
Writer

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

• Positive
societal
impact.
• Care for people.
• Digital nation.
GMEA 2020 has received over 400 entries
from Visayas and Mindanao. Globe announced the
winners through a livestreamed event on November 26, 2020, via www.Facebook.com/GlobeICON.
Globe first launched its
Media Excellence Awards in
2012. GMEA promotes freedom of the press and media
excellence by recognizing
media practitioners who
demonstrate excellence in
their field of work.
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week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
email: cbw@gmail.com
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Companies Cash in on Plant-Based Foods

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Companies are continuing to ride the vegan wave
as customers increasingly
look for plant-based foods to
replace meat and dairy. European multinational Unilever, one of the world’s biggest suppliers of ice cream,
said on Wednesday it would
aim to bring in $1.2 billion a
year from plant-based goods.
Unilever is hoping to achieve
this approximate five-fold
growth over the next five to
seven years through sales at
The Vegan Butcher, a vegetarian label, and dairy-free
ice cream from Ben & Jerry’s,
Magnum and Wall’s. The corporation also said it wanted

to halve food waste by 2025.
The target comes as Unilever
launches its Future Foods initiative, aiming to push into
healthier and more sustainable offerings. SPINS retail
sales data released in March
shows that grocery sales of
plant-based foods in the U.S.
that directly replace animal
products have grown 29 percent to $5 billion in the past
two years. (Newsweek)
oOo
Walt Disney said that it
would lay off 32,000 workers,
primarily at its theme parks,
an increase from the 28,000
it announced in September as
the company struggles with
limited customers due to the
coronavirus pandemic. The
layoffs will be in the first half
of 2021, the company said
in a filing with the Securities
and Exchange Commission.
Earlier this month, Disney
said it was furloughing additional workers from its theme
park in Southern California
due to uncertainty over when
the state would allow parks to

reopen. Disney’s theme parks
in Florida and those outside
the United States reopened
earlier this year without seeing new major coronavirus
outbreaks but with strict social distancing, testing and
mask use. Disneyland Paris
was forced to close again late
last month when France imposed a new lockdown to fight
a second wave of the coronavirus cases. The company’s
theme parks in Shanghai,
Hong Kong and Tokyo remain open. (Reuters/CNA)
oOo
The number of Americans
filing first-time claims for jobless benefits increased further
last week, suggesting that an
explosion in new COVID-19
infections and business restrictions were boosting layoffs and undermining the
labour market recovery. Still,
the economy got off to a solid start in the fourth quarter,
with consumer spending and
business investment in equipment topping analysts’ expectations in October. Busi-

nesses also reported a sharp
rebound in profits in the third
quarter. That was, however,
insufficient to lift the heavy
cloud over the economy. Personal income dropped last
month and could decline
further with about 13.6 million Americans due to lose
government-funded unemployment benefits a day after Christmas. The benefits,
part of a more than US$3
trillion government coronavirus relief package which has
largely expired, contributed
to record economic growth
in the third quarter. Another
package is expected only after President-elect Joe Biden
is sworn in on Jan 20. President Donald Trump is heavily focused on contesting his
electoral loss to Biden. (Reuters/CNA)
oOo
The United States will slap
tariffs on Chinese twist ties,
which are commonly used to
seal bread bags and tie up cables. The US said that China
has been unfairly subsidizing

twist ties to the disadvantage of American producers.
This is the first time the US
Commerce Department will
impose tariffs to reduce the
impact of China’s currency.
The department said China’s
undervalued currency makes
Chinese twist ties cheaper
to US consumers, at the expense of its own producers.
The company that made the
original complaint - Bedford
Industries from Worthington, Minnesota - primarily
makes twist ties that are used
to package or reseal baked
goods, coffee, and vegetables.
Its products are mainly found
in supermarkets across the
US. The decision comes as
the President-elect Joe Biden
prepares to take over from
President Donald Trump.
Mr. Trump’s administration
has been hostile to China on
trade, ratcheting up tariffs
and restricting Chinese technology companies on national security grounds. (BBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Cebu Press Freedom Day as Raul Del Mar Day

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Raul Chiong Veloso del
Mar was born on Mach 20,
1941. He was divinely guided to
be Cebu’s protector of its press
freedom and its right to life. He
finished his Bachelor of Laws
at the Ateneo de Manila and
formally accepted to the Bar on
March 7, 1964. Elected in 1987
as the pioneer Congressman of
the Cebu City North District,
created by the 1987 Constitution.
Among the many pro-Cebu legislations he authored are
the Cebu Ports Authority and
the Mactan Cebu International

Airport Authority, he passionately advocated for the Filipinos right to life, for decades
he stood against any forms of
anti-life bills such as the Reproductive Health Law and the
Death Penalty Law. He was a
Pro-Life Warrior until the end,
God’s warrior in Congress.
He is the “Father of Cebu
Press Freedom of the New Millennium”, as he authored in the
House of Representatives the
bill expanding the Press Freedom Law (Republic Act 53)
more known after its author,
the Cebuano Senator, Don Vicente Yap Sotto. The bill became law with the Senate Version authored by the namesake
and grandson of Don Vicente
Sotto, Senate President Vicente C. Sotto III. The expanded
law is docketed as Republic Act
114581 which was signed into
law by the president on August
30, 2019.
Another legacy that Cong.
Raul bequeathed to the Cebuanos is Republic Act 11122
signed into law on October
30, 2018. The law declared
September 21 of every year a
special working holiday in the
Cebu to be known as “Cebu
Press Freedom Day”.

May the Cebuanos, especially the Members of the Press,
would also call the Cebu Press
Freedom Day as “Raul del Mar
Day”, for us to remember that
there was one Cebuano who
stood up for press freedom
valiantly but with humility and
grace.
Cong Raul del Mar was the
son of Jose Ma. del Mar and
Rosario Ricablanca Chiong Veloso. Cong. Raul’s father was
the Last Cebuano who wrote in
the Spanish language. It was in
1948 that del Mar founded “La
Prensa,” a Spanish bi-weekly
paper that lasted until 1972.
It is considered as Cebu’s last
Spanish language paper.
Jose was the son of Mariano del Mar and Juanita Lasala
(sister of Sor Apolonia Lasala,
the first Sister Superior of Colegio Immaculada Concepcion).
He married Rosario Chiong
Veloso who was the daughter
of Potenciano Rosales Chiong
Veloso and Damasa Ricablanca.
For his literary work in
Spanish “Perfiles,” del Mar
was awarded in 1965 the Zobel Award. He once edited the
“El Precursor” (saw print from
1907 to 1941), whose first issue

was on December 20, 1907
with the title “Periodico Filipino Independiente”. He also became part of Don Filemon Sotto’s “La Revolucion,” founded
in 1910, and its last print was in
1941.
Jose Ma. Del Mar also became an associate of Manuel
C. Briones (M.C. Briones, the
great Visayan jurist and member of the Seven Wise Men of
the 1934 Constitutional Convention) with his publication
“El Espectador” (1919 to 1922).
Its office was in Teatro Oriente
(later bought by Don Jose Avila). Del Mar also had the opportunity of being the editor
of Don Jose Avila’s “The Cebu
Advertiser,” an English-Spanish bi-weekly (existed from
1922 to 1942).
A decade after World War
II, del Mar became involved
with Ramon Abellanosa’s magazine “Pilipinhon”. Del Mar
had the privilege of writing
the introduction of the literary
work of Bishop Fernando Buyser of the Philippine Independent Church, “Basahon sa mga
Balak”. It contains Buyser’s
translation of Rizal’s “Mi Ultimo Adios”.
Jose Ma. del Mar, the last

Spanish writer of Cebu, died in
1982 but his legacy continued
with his children, among them
was Raul, who held the title as
the first congressman of the
north district of Cebu City and
officially held office commencing on June 30, 1987 after the
first post-Martial Law election.
In his honor, the main road
in Cebu IT Park in Barangay
Apas, Cebu City was named as
“Jose Ma. del Mar Street” on
March 2, 2005 by virtue of City
Ordinance No. 2038. It was
the Cebu Newspaper Workers Foundation (CENEWOF)
that requested the Sangguniang Panlungsod of the street
naming. The city council’s resolution was approved by then
Cebu City Mayor Tomas dela
Rama Osmena on May 18,
2005.
Cong Raul may have died
on November 16, 2020 but his
love for service to the Cebuanos continue to live through his
children, Rachel “Cutie” (who
once served as Representative
of the District), Dr. Raoul (who
likewise served the district)
and Bunny. May his children
continue to Champion his Divine battles: Press Freedom
and PRO-Life.
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Lawyers at death row

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Men are not angels.
Some transgress the law
and sway away from the
course of order that society
founded. In the process of
maintaining community’s
peace and order, people in

legal profession are called
upon to balance the scale
of justice.
But what if in the process of treading the narrow
path of law and order, the
sword of justice is challenged with bullets? People in the legal profession
are being murdered We
have judges, prosecutors,
and practicing lawyers
whose murders remained
unresolved until the present.
Talks around legal circle tell us how dangerous
the profession has become. Prosecutor Mary
Ann Castro suffered the
same fate will driving her
car. Lawyer John Ungab
was also shot down after
attending a hearing. Atty.
Inocencio De la Cerna got
lucky as he was able to

fight back. James Gupana
survived a similar attack
of his life.
The list has become
longer with the passing of
years. A good friend, the
Ninong of my twin children
Atty. Noel Archival, was
also ambushed while going
back to Cebu after his hearing in Dumaguete.
On
November
23,
2020, lawyer Joey Luis
Wee was shot by one of two
motorcycle-riding
men
outside of his law office at
Aichi Business Center on
J. Panis St., in Barangay
Kasambangan Cebu City.
The Integrated Bar of the
Philippines
condemned
the killing saying “the brazen attack on our brother
in the legal profession is
taken as an attack on the
whole legal community.”

It urged the local police
to bring the perpetrator to
justice, saying an attempt
to take any life will never
be tolerated in a civilized
society.
Truth of the matter, a
lawyer only articulates the
advocacy of his client.
I could not understand
why a person would murder such a brilliant and
gentle lawyer like Wee.
I encountered him in a
number of cases we both
handled as co-counsel or
as adversary. He argued
his case with tack and preciseness with words. His
pleadings were relentless
on the legal issue but respected his colleagues in
the legal profession. His
baritone voice would certainly attract the ears of
court. But outside the

court room, he always
shared his legal wisdom
and cracked jokes about
his experience in the legal
profession.
I join my brothers in
the profession in condemning such a brutal and murder of a brother in profession. Joey did not deserve
such a death.
I hope his murder will
not join the numbers of
unsolved killings. I urge
the members of the law
enforcement agency to
hasten solution of the case
and to prove that society
is better than this cowardly act.
As the Latin maxim says,
“Fiat Justitia ruat caelum or
Let justice be done though
the heaven falls. Write us
at carillogerry@yahoo.
com.ph

Respect workers’ rights (3)

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

A Paris-based policy
advisor Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC) to
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) succinctly reminded offshore
companies investing in
the country to put premium on workers’ rights.

This reminder targets
multinational
investors
and business locators in
the country’s export processing zones as their investment destinations.
To ensure protection
of workers’ rights multinational investors are
urged to help increase
awareness of the OECD
Guidelines on Responsible Business Conduct in
countries where foreign
investors locate.
The workers’ rights to
join trade and form union,
rights to collective bargaining, access to information on the situation
of company and access to
decisions of the company
that affect their employment are among those
cited by the OECD Guidelines
(on
Responsible
Business Conduct).
“It is important for
the government and the
workers here (in the Philippines) to be aware of the
OECD guidelines because
these multinational firms
eye investments in the
export processing zones
(EPZ) where workers are
barred from joining trade
unions”, stated the TUAC
report.

The TUAC is an advisory arm to the OECD
mentioned on how to
lodged
workers’
complaints against multinational companies.
OECD members who
are signatories on the
Guidelines are guided
to have their respective
national contact points
(NCP) offices attached
to the government that
hear workers’ complaints
against offshore companies with their head offices in their countries.
The mechanisms the
report stated, “once a
complaint against these
companies is filed, the
OECD countries set up the
mediation team through
the NCPs and hear workers’ complaint”.
But this is more of a
paper than compliance.
Reports from the Associated Labor Unions
(ALU), an affiliate of the
Trade Union Congress of
the Philippines (TUCP)
against a footwear firm,
a maker of Adidas, inside
the Mactan Export Processing Zone resulted in
naught after a complaint
lodged against the establishment filed by the

union for union busting.
It was filed during the incumbency of PEZA chief
Lilia de Lima.
Quoting reports from
the OECD, ‘US companies
“do not cooperate fully”
with the guidelines prescribed by the OECD despite complaints raised by
workers and decisions of
NCPs that favor workers’.
The
OECD
Guidelines categorically stated,
“companies that refuse to
comply with the decisions
of NCPs and those that violate the edicts on responsible business conduct
face reputational risks
globally.
“Many of the multinational companies, mostly
those from the US, Korea
and Brazil (a non-OECD
member but a signatory to
the Guidelines are perennial violators to decisions
reached during mediation”, the report added.
“TUAC OECD records
revealed that multinational firms from the US,
Korea and Brazil have bigger number of complaints
from workers in their investment destinations”.
Mediations
by
the
NCPs are published glob-

ally and will impact on the
image of the multinational firms and their chances
of bigger investments, the
report categorically mentioned.
The guidelines for
multinational enterprises were signed by 39
member-countries and 11
non-member countries in
1976 and was later revised
in 2011, indicated the
TUAC report.
The OECD was founded on September 30, 1961.
It’s an association of 39
nations in Europe, the
Americas, and the Pacific.
Its members and key
partners represent 80% of
world trade investment.
Though the head office is
based in France. It has offices also in Berlin, Mexico City, Tokyo and Washington, D.C.
Reports of cases filed
with the OECD countries’
mediation boards include
multinational companies
that employ union busting, harassment and intimidation of workers
who join and form trade
unions, signing and sponsoring company unions or
dummy unions, the OECD
report cited.
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Economy seen to pickup in Q4
THE country is well on
its way to economic recovery
as indicators of a growth all
point to start in the fourth
quarter of this year.
Based on readings of recent industrial activity and
trade data, First Metro Investment Corp. (FMIC) and
the University of Asia and the
Pacific (UA&P) said in a joint
report that the improving
economic indicators include
the narrower decline in Volume of Production Index of
minus 6.5% following the minus 9% posted in August.
“The Philippine economy will likely perform better starting Q4 as industrial
production and exports have
slowly improved. The robust recovery of China, other ASEAN countries and the
US economy should support
exports moving forward,”
they said.
Merchandise
exports
snapped a six-month losing

streak in September with a
rise of 2.2% year on year to
$6.22 billion.
FMIC and UA&P said
they expect government
spending to ramp up in the
last three months of the year
amid pressure on agencies to
disburse funds faster for government projects.

However, overall spending was still down 7.84% year
on year at P290 billion in October, the first month of the
quarter.
The recession persisted
after an 11.5% reduction in
gross domestic product in the
third quarter, with household
spending remaining weak

and the much-needed stimulus from the government not
showing up in the results.
To encourage banks to
lend more, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) last
week slashed benchmark
rates by 25 basis points to
new record lows of 2%, 2.5%,
and 1.5% for the overnight

reverse repurchase, lending,
and deposit facilities, respectively.
“Apart from taking advantage of the low and softer
interest rates after the BSP
policy rate cut, corporate will
rely on mild government borrowing for the rest of 2020 to
issue more sizeable bonds,”
they said.
“The passage of crucial
recovery bills such as the 2021
budget, Corporate Recovery
and Tax Incentives for Enterprises (CREATE) Act, the
Financial Institutions Strategic Transfer (FIST) Act and
Government Financial Institutions Unified Initiatives
to Distressed Enterprises for
Economic Recovery (GUIDE)
Act, should address specific needs of businesses, while
authorities pursue efforts to
avoid virus surges and to ease
restrictions for businesses
and transportation for near
term growth,” they added.

SoKor eyes more investments in PH
SOUTH Korea is looking
to expand investments in the
Philippines, but expressed concern over the country’s “high”
corporate income tax rate.
The Department of Finance (DoF) said South Korean Ambassador to the Philippines Han Dong-man, during
a recent meeting with Finance
Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez
III, expressed concern over the
country’s current 30% corporate income tax (CIT) rate.
Dominguez assured Han
that the proposed Corporate
Recovery and Tax Incentives

for Enterprises (CREATE) bill
aims to instantly cut CIT by
five percentage points to 25%
this year, and by an additional one percentage point every
year until it hits 20%.
The CREATE bill is still
pending in the Senate.
Han said the two countries should explore investment opportunities involving
the manufacturing of environment-friendly vehicles.
The Philippines is among
the world’s largest producers
of nickel. Nickel is a key component in electric car batteries.

South Korea has also committed to provide more funding support for the Philippines’
infrastructure projects.
Dominguez said the South
Korean government “expressed willingness” to grant
financial assistance for the
proposed P65.7-billion Panay-Guimaras-Negros Bridge
Project in the Visayas.
The Philippine government affirmed its plan to
advance the processing of
the South Korean loans and
grants in the pipeline.
This includes possible ad-

ditional loans for pandemic
response and more funding to
support projects on maritime
safety, water resources management information system,
agricultural
modernization,
and forest management.
Last month, South Korea
granted $100 million (P4.8
billion) worth of loans to the
Philippines to boost its war
chest against the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic.
In January, South Korea
also provided a $50-million
(P2.4-billion) loan for the Phil-

ippines-Korea Project Preparation Facility that will fund
feasibility studies and various
preliminary activities for infrastructure projects under the
“Build, Build, Build” program.
The two nations are already in the final stages of
negotiations on the proposed
Philippines-Korea free trade
agreement.
South Korea is the Philippines’ fifth-biggest source of
foreign funding with ongoing
loans and grants amounting
to $680 million (P33 billion)
as of June.

Bill banning ‘endo’ approved in House 2nd reading
THE House of Representatives approved on second
reading approved House Bill
(HB) No. 7036 or the proposed
Security of Tenure Act.
The bill seeks to ban contractualization and further
strengthening the security of
tenure in the private sector. It
was passed on a voice vote.
HB 7036 amends Presidential Decree No. 442 or the
Labor Code of the Philippines.
The measure prohibits
labor-only contracting, while
granting the Secretary of La-

bor the right “to make appropriate distinctions” between
labor-only contracting and legitimate job contracting.
Under the measure, labor-only contracting exists
when the contractor does not
have substantial capital or investment in the form of tools,
equipment, machinery in the
work premises; the contractor
has no control over the workers’ methods and means of accomplishing their work; or the
contractor’s workers are performing activities which are

directly related to the principal
business of the employer.
The bill mandates regular
employment as a general principle and prohibits “fixed-term
employment except in the cases of Overseas Filipino Workers, workers on probation, and
relievers who are temporary
replacements of absent regular
employees.”
HB 7036 also requires the
rights and benefits of relievers,
project, and seasonal employees to be similar with regular
employees. All workers must

be treated equally and enjoy
equal rights and obligations.
The bill also provides for
the licensing of job contractors, with corresponding penalties for unlicensed entities.
President Rodrigo R.
Duterte in 2019 vetoed an anti-endo measure, saying that it
“broadens the scope and definition of prohibited labor-only
contracting, effectively proscribing forms of contractualization that are not particularly unfavorable to employees
involved.”
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Green infrastructure investment
the way to Philippine recovery
“GREEN” infrastructure
investment can help the Philippines rebound faster and
become more resilient after
the pandemic.
This was contained in the
report published by the Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI)
and prepared with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).
“The significant scaling-up of investment in green
infrastructure is critical for
the Philippines to meet its
climate commitments — including meeting global emission reduction pathways under the Paris Climate Change
Agreement — and build resilience to the impacts of
climate change as well as to
achieve rapid economic development,” according to the
“Philippines: Green Infrastructure Investment Opportunities” released Thursday.

The report was prepared
in order to identify infrastructure investment opportunities in four key sectors:
renewable energy, low-carbon transport, sustainable
water management, and sustainable waste management.
Green
infrastructure
promises to considerably
benefit the economy and
environment by promoting
competitiveness, productiv-

ity, and employment opportunities; extending the reach,
reliability and efficiency of
the power grid while mitigating air pollution; expanding
the economic base; creating
new markets; and boosting
inclusion and connectivity.
“The lack of understanding of what are green investments makes it difficult
for governments to develop
pipelines of commercially vi-

Banks’ digital shift continues
BANKS will continue
to strengthen digital capabilities as consumers tend
to keep engaging in off-thebranch transactions in a
post-pandemic world.
Bank of the Philippine
Islands (BPI) President and
Chief Executive Officer Cezar
P. Consing said that the lockdown caused a massive shift
in banking behavior among
clients.
“There is no going back”
to old habits for some who
have experienced the convenience of transacting digitally, he said.
Mr. Consing noted that
about 20,000 to 30,000 clients enrolled in the bank’s
online banking facility during
the lockdown. To date, more
than half of BPI’s about eight
to nine million clients now
have online accounts.
He also observed that the
volume of branch and ATM
transactions remained lower
than pre-COVID levels, becoming the trend as people
realized the convenience of
transferring money digitally.
“Branch
transactions

CEZAR P. CONSING
BPI PRESIDENT AND CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICE

may never recover. I do not
think there is any real turning back. Come the vaccine,
I think it’s a combination of
high tech and high touch…
“phygital.” This is physical
and digital.” Consing said
He said most Filipinos
prefer to make payments in
person as they are “one of
the most tactile people in the
world” and they value physical contact.
“So, if you can combine
both high tech and high
touch, I think that will be the

answer for the future, at least
for Filipinos,” Consing added.
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) intends to
make the country a cash-lite
society by 2023, where 50%
of payments are done digitally both in terms of value and
volume.
With online banking
transactions growing exponentially, Consing added
that cybersecurity is of utmost importance as threats
have also evolved.
“The way to battle that
really is with customer education. You have to continuously repeat that responsible
banks will never ask customers for their information,” he
said.
There is also a need to review current regulations and
laws on cybersecurity as new
fraud trends emerge.
“Our cybersecurity laws,
when they were first drafted,
were targeted at the hardware. They have to adjust
now that scams happen to be
targeted towards this kind of
social engineering,” he said.

able green infrastructure investment opportunities that
are able to support the nation’s transition to a low-carbon economy,” it said.
The government’s flagship “Build, Build, Build” infrastructure program hopes
to invest roughly P8 trillion
between 2016 and 2022 to
close the Philippines’ infrastructure shortfalls.
“Infrastructure is essential for economic growth
to return. Ensuring this infrastructure in green would
abet in growing the nation’s
resilience to future shocks
and help build a more sustainable society,” according
to the report.
The Philippines can
adopt key policy and insti-

tutional reforms to increase
the profile of its green infrastructure, support financing
channels for infrastructure
developers, diversify risk,
and expand the menu of options for investors.
The report suggested
the study of climate risk exposure in the preparation
of new infrastructure plans;
boosting the visibility of
green investment; adjusting
regulatory
requirements;
issuing sovereign green or
recovery bonds; promoting
green bonds among local
government units by offering incentives; and offering
perks such as grants to subsidize bond issue costs and
interest payments, as well as
tax exemptions.

Senate approves P86-B
as DA 2021 budget
THE
senate-approved
P86 billion as the Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
budget for 2021.
However, the amount is
only 30 percent of the agency’s original budget proposal
of P280 billion.
DA said the Senate in a
plenary session approved
the proposed P85.58-billion
budget of the DA, including
those of its bureaus, and attached agencies and corporations.
DA Spokesperson Noel
Reyes said that although the
approved budget is way below its proposed 2021 budget, it is still higher than its
actual 2020 budget of P64.7
billion.
He said the DA will
still ask for the P42 billion
balance of the P66-billion
COVID-19 stimulus package
approved by President Rodrigo Duterte.
“The House of Representatives’ version of the 2021
DA budget includes the said
P42 billion,” Reyes said.
In total, the DA may end
up with a total budget of
P128 billion for 2021.
Senator Cynthia Villar,
who sponsored the proposed

DA budget, pointed out that
the DA must focus on addressing poverty in rural areas.
“We need to come up
with creative and innovative
solutions in improving the
situation and make better
the lives of farmers and fisherfolk. Our rural and agriculture development should be
inclusive, resilient and sustainable in all sectors of agriculture—in crops, livestock,
poultry, fisheries, high-value
crops and coconut,” Villar
said.
Roughly three-fourths or
P60.9 billion of the 2021 DA
proposed budget is allocated
to the Office of the Secretary,
which includes funding for
seven commodity banner
programs, bureaus, central
and regional field offices, as
well as locally-funded and
foreign-assisted projects.
The proposed respective
budget for the banner programs includes: rice (P15.5
billion), corn (P1.5 billion),
high-value crops (P1.6 billion), livestock (P1.17 billion), fisheries (P3.12 billion), organic agriculture
(P665 million), and halal
(P23.9 million).
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No more drug test for LTO licenses in CV
DRUG test, which was
one of the requirements in
getting a license under the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7, is no longer required starting Friday, November 27.
This was announced
by LTO 7 regional director
Victor Emmanuel Caindec
based on a Memorandum
by LTO Chief Assistant
Secretary Edgar Galvante
dated November 11 but received November 26.
“This is good news to
everyone in Region 7 because this new order will
reduce the fees of the public once they renew or apply for a license in our offices,” said Caindec.
Under Republic Act
10586 or the Anti-Drunk
and Drugged Driver Act of
2013, the mandatory drug

tests for license requirement has been revoked.
But in the same year,
a resident in Toledo City,

Dulcisimo Tuldanes filed a
case questioning the memorandum of the former Department of Transportation

and Communications (now
DOTr) LTO Chief Assistant
Secretary Virginia Torres.
Tuldanes filed a declaration of nullity of a memorandum dated June 27,
2013, issued by Torres, in
her capacity as LTO chief,
implementing RA 10586,
which repeals Section 36
(a) of RA 9165.
Toledo City RTC Branch
59 Presiding Judge Hermes
Montero granted Tuldanes’
petition and issued an injunction in October 2013.
In 2018, the Court of
Appeals 19th Division reversed and set aside the decision of Toledo City RTC.
A few months after,
the no drug test policy was
again halted due to the
motion for reconsideration
filed by the aggrieved party.

“Nalipay ta nga na-resolve na ang issue sa korte,
this is a welcome development ug dako na ni nga tabang kay maibanan na ang
gastohan sa mga mokuha
og lisensiya sa atong mga
licensing centers,” said RD
Caindec.
“In view of the finality of the Court of Appeals
decision dated 09 March
2020, all are hereby directed to cease and desist from
requiring driver’s/conductor’s license applicants in
Region 7 to undergo the
mandatory drug testing,”
in the latest memorandum
of Asec. Galvante.
LTO 7 is the only regional office nationwide
with the mandatory drug
test requirement for a long
time due to the temporary
restraining order filed. PR

More workers avail Biggest housing groups support
DOLE assistance ABREP’s push to change RESA
THE number of workers that availed financial
assistance from the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) under Bayanihan 2 went up
as evaluation and processing of applications online
continued.
Since November 19,
2020 until November 23,
2020, the DOLE recorded
2,631 more workers receiving Php5,000.00 each under the Covid-19 Adjustment Measures Program
(CAMP)-Bayanihan 2.
The DOLE recorded
2,500 workers benefiting
the CAMP on November
19, just a few days after it
started evaluating CAMP
applications.
With the rising number of applications being
evaluated and processed,
additional funds had been
disbursed bringing the
amount for the CAMP to
Php25,757,620.00 in November 23 from as of November 19.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton, said the November
23 disbursed amount of
Php12,550,000.00,
covered the financial assistance for 5,131 workers including the money remit-

tance service charge.
“We’ve noticed a significant increase in the
number of workers, who
benefited the CAMP. This
is a good indication that
people have now become
aware of our programs.
They have become more
vigilant in doing their online applications early as
we will treat all applications on a first-come firstserved basis,” said Siaton.
The Regional Head
clarified though that the
data released by DOLE
would present the running
data of the DOLE’s implementation of the CAMP.
More workers are also
expected to get the CAMP
financial assistance once
the applications from the
tourism sector are evaluated and processed.
As of November 23, the
DOLE tallied 3,595 informal sector workers benefiting the Php7,333,800.00
as payment for their wages from the Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced
workers (TUPAD).
Beneficiaries of CAMP
and TUPAD will claim their
assistance at the DOLE’s
partner money remittance
center.

THE president of A Better Real Estate Philippines
(ABREP) Anthony Leuterio
called for unity among all
stakeholders in the movement to amend what he calls
the law’s “anti-poor, anti-Pinoy, and anti-technology”
provisions.
This followed last week’s
filing of a class-action petition against the Real Estate
Service Act of 2009 (RESA).
“For us to make a meaningful impact on the industry, the effort to amend RESA
must be a collaboration of
everyone. The real estate
brokers, the salespersons,
the appraisers, the developers, and the Professional Regulation Commission
(PRC), we must all unite to
ensure that any change is a
positive one,” said Leuterio.
“Everyone has their own
set of concerns, and this
movement strives to be one
that gives them a voice,” he
said.
In a press conference last
week, ABREP and representatives from the country’s
largest real estate groups
convened to discuss some of
the more salient issues with
RESA’s provisions.
This includes the prohibitive and onerous Bachelor of Science in Real Es-

ANDY MAÑALAC AND RJ LEDESMA WITH OTHER SUPPORTERS
FROM ABREP IN BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY. THEY AIM TO AMEND
RESA AND ALLOW TECHNOLOGY TO PLAY A BIGGER ROLE IN
REAL ESTATE.

tate Management (BSREM)
degree requirement, the
restrictive 1-is-to-20 rule
for real estate brokers and
salespersons, and the lack of
consideration toward equal
opportunity and the role of
technology in today’s industry.

Supporting
ABREP’s
call are Chamber of Real Estate Builders’ Associations’
(CREBA), National Real Estate Association’s (NREA),
Havitas Development Corporation, Bria Homes, and
renowned real estate practitioner RJ Ledesma.
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Guidelines for the resumption
of collegiate sports training
COLLEGIATE
sports
training will be allowed to
resume soon amid the pandemic after the Commission on Higher Education
(CHED) released the guidelines for its implementation
to ensure the safety of student athletes.
CHED Chairman J.
Prospero De Vera III said
that while the resumption
of athletic training is now
authorized at the college level, it is still the institutions’
decision allow their student-athletes to train amid
the current health situation.
In September, the Inter-agency
Task
Force
(IATF) for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases gave the green light
for varsity teams to resume
athletic training in areas
under general community
quarantine (GCQ) and modified GCQ subject to CHED
requirements.
A technical working
group (TWG) was formed
to craft guidelines on how it
will be conducted which was
composed of representatives

J. PROSPERO DE VERA III
CHED CHAIRMAN

from CHED, the Department
of Health (DOH), the Philippine Sports Commission
(PSC), and the Games and
Amusement Board (GAB),
and collegiate leagues.
“The general idea is really to start opening up not
just the economy but also
activities in all areas so that
we are slowly able to start
resuming some of our normal activities but within the
context of safety for everyone,” De Vera said
Under the guidelines,
training should only be limited to body conditioning,

non-body contact drills,
while scrimmages or actual
games are still not allowed.
“Contact training may be
allowed in the new normal.
CHED will issue the supplemental guidelines necessary
for this purpose,” it stated.
Student-athletes aged 18
to 21 years old should also
need to secure consent from
their parents or guardians,
while those below the age
bracket will only be allowed
to participate in virtual
training.
Only
student-athletes
and personnel authorized by
the President of higher education institutions (HEIs)
will be allowed to enter the
training venue — a complete
list of which will be submitted by the school to the
CHED regional office concerned.
They were also reminded to strictly observe minimum health protocols such
as the mandatory wearing
of face mask and face shield
and ensuring physical distancing.
“We hope our stake-

Address Filipinos’ declining
English proficiency
THE Department of Education (DepEd) said it has
already introduced “deep reforms” in the agency as the
country’s global ranking in
English proficiency further
slid in 2020.
Education Undersecretary Nepomuceno Malaluan
said they launched the “Sulong EduKalidad” program in
February to address challenges in the quality of basic education.
“But quality interventions, the fruit of that takes
time. We are determined to
make significant strides in the
education quality in the near
and medium term,” he said.
Through “Sulong EduKalidad,” the agency will review
the K-12 curriculum, improve
learning environments, up-

skill and reskill teachers, and
seek collaboration and support from stakeholders.
According to a 2020 report released by the international education company Education First (EF), the
Philippines suffered a 7-spot
drop in the English Proficiency Index. It is now ranked
27th.
Over the past years, the
country’s ranking has been
declining - from 13th place in
2016, 15th place in 2017, 14th
place in 2018 and 20th place
in 2019.
Though it posted a lower
ranking in 2020, the Philippines’ English proficiency
remained “high,” garnering a
score of 562 out of 700. This
meant that Filipinos were
able to make a presentation at

work, understand TV shows
and read newspapers.
Part of the declining English proficiency, Malaluan
said, may be attributed to the
late interaction in digital platforms.
“We’ve also seen our
students are able to handle,
for example, a simple multiple-choice question but
find difficulty in answering
open-ended questions,” he
said.
Malaluan added, “We’re
also having difficulty in handling questions that are of
higher cognitive requirements, as well situational or
contextual questions.”
In 2018, Filipino students
ranked the lowest among 79
countries in a global survey
on reading comprehension.

holders — the administrators of universities, the student-athletes, the coaches,
and everyone involved can
seriously implement these
guidelines if they so desire
to open up for training,” De

Vera said.
The CHED chief emphasized that should the
implementation yield good
results, this may open the
door for holding collegiate
sports competitions.

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…

n Jackie Chan broke twelve concrete blocks with
his hand, while keeping the egg he was holding
intact?
n Before alarm clocks were affordable, there were
professional “Knocker Uppers” to wake people
up for work?
n In the 18th Century, Napoleon and Benjamin
Franklin were both defeated at chess by a
machine called the Mechanical Turk?

n Japanese people use more paper for manga
than toilet roll? Most modern Japanese toilets
feature bidet washing facilities rather than
toilet paper.
n Kakorrhaphiophobia is the Fear of failure?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“If you are working on something that you really care
about, you don’t have to be pushed. The vision pulls
you.” — Steve Jobs, co-founder, Chairman and
CEO of Apple Inc.
“Don’t say you don’t have enough time. You have
exactly the same number of hours per day that were
given to Helen Keller, Pasteur, Michelangelo, Mother
Teresa, Leonardo Da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson,
and Albert Einstein.” —H. Jackson Brown Jr.,
American author
“The more I want to get something done the less I call
it work.” — Richard Bach, American writer
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America is back, says Biden
as he reveals team
US
PRESIDENT-elect
Joe Biden has unveiled officials for six important posts,
as he prepares to take office.
The president-elect presented six key figures on Tuesday:
Antony Blinken, Secretary of state. Mr Blinken
said the US would soon “with
equal measures of humility and confidence” restore
its relationships with other
countries.
John Kerry, Climate
change envoy. He was one
of the leading architects of
the Paris climate agreement,
from which President Trump
withdrew. Mr Kerry said the
world must “come together
to end the climate crisis”
Avril Haines, Director
of national intelligence. Mr
Biden said: “I picked a professional... a fierce advocate
for telling the truth”.
Alejandro Mayorkas,
Secretary of homeland secu-

rity. Mr Mayorkas said the
department had “a noble
mission, to help keep us safe
and to advance our proud
history as a country of welcome”
Jake Sullivan, White
House national security adviser. Mr Sullivan praised his
boss, saying he had taught
him much about statecraft,
but also “most importantly
about human nature”
Linda
ThomasGreenfield, US ambassador
to the UN. She said she
brought
her
southern
Louisiana roots to her job,
calling it “a cajun spin” on
“gumbo diplomacy”
One choice that is expected but has not been announced yet is former Federal Reserve chair Janet Yellen
as treasury secretary.
If confirmed, Haines will
be the first female director
of national intelligence and
Mayorkas the first Latino

homeland security boss.
“America is back”, he
said, and “ready to lead the
world, not retreat from it”.
World
leaders
were
“looking forward to the United States reasserting its historic role as a global leader
over the Pacific, as well as the
Atlantic, all across the world,
Biden said.”
He said, “This president, President Trump, has
changed the landscape. It has
become America first, America alone. We find ourselves in
a position where our alliances are being frayed. The idea
of having the border north
and south once again being
closed, it’s just not right.”
Barack Obama’s former
vice-president said that his
time in office would not be a
“third Obama term” because
“we face a totally different
world than we faced in the
Obama-Biden administration”.

US PRESIDENT-ELECT BIDEN HAS CHOSEN JAKE SULLIVAN,
LINDA THOMAS-GREENFIELD AND ANTONY BLINKEN FOR KEY
ROLES.

ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS (LEFT) AND AVRIL HAINES (RIGHT)
HAVE BEEN FORMALLY NAMED; JANET YELLEN (CENTRE) IS EXPECTED TO BE PICKED FOR THE TREASURY.

Thailand revives law banning criticism of king
THAILAND has revived
a controversial law against
criticizing the royal family in
an attempt to curb months of
anti-government protests.
The most feared law in
Thailand is back in use, after
a three-year break, reportedly ordered by King Vajiralongkorn.
Thailand’s lèse-majesté
law, which forbids any insult
to the monarchy, is among
the strictest in the world.
The
reintroduction of charges under the
lèse-majesté
law
comes

ahead of a planned demonstration on Wednesday at
the Crown Property Bureau,
an institution that controls
the royal fortune on behalf of
the monarchy, located in the
capital, Bangkok.
Its revival follows increasingly outspoken criticism of the king by protesters, in chants, on stage, and
in what for many Thais is
shockingly vulgar graffiti.
This is something very new
in Thailand. Even in previous episodes of political unrest few dared to attack the

monarchy. But this generation of activists insists that
the spending and power of
the king must be challenged.
They will now face a law
which allows secret trials,
and puts huge pressure on
defendants to admit guilt
to reduce the often draconian prison sentences. But it
may prove less effective in
suppressing anti-monarchy
sentiment than in the past,
now that scandalous reports
about the royal family are
circulated instantly on social
media.

Its use may even be
counterproductive, costing
the Thai monarchy sympathy
while it is engaged in a campaign to shore up support for
the institution.
Thailand has been rocked
by student-led protests for
months, with demonstrators
demanding changes to the
monarchy.
Protesters are also calling for constitutional reforms and the removal of the
country’s prime minister.
Protests have included
demands to curb recently ex-

panded powers to the monarchy and have challenged
the king’s decision to declare
Crown wealth as his personal property, making him by
far the wealthiest person in
Thailand. It had until now
been notionally held in trust
for the benefit of the people.
There have also been
questions over King Vajiralongkorn’s decision to take
personal command of all military units based in Bangkok
- a concentration of military
power in royal hands unprecedented in modern Thailand.

Elon Musk ties with Bill Gates as world’s 2nd richest man
THE net worth of Elon
Musk, the Tesla CEO, soared
on Monday as shares of his
electric automaker hit a record high.
This boosted his net
worth to US$127.9 billion
($174.4 billion) according
to the Bloomberg Billionaires index, which tracks
the world’s 500 wealthiest
people.
For a couple of hours

that put him slightly above
Bill Gates, the co-founder of Microsoft and world’s
second-richest person, who
was estimated to be worth
US$127.7 billion ($174.1
billion). The latest readout
from the Bloomberg index
has the men tied on US$128
billion ($174.53 billion)
each.
Musk’s fortunes are
linked with those of Tesla.

His biggest asset is the company’s stock, of which he last
owned about 20 per cent, according to Bloomberg.
So far in 2020, Tesla’s
stock has shot up almost
524 per cent, helping Musk
add more than an estimated
US$100 billion ($136.35 billion) to his wealth.
Outside of Tesla, Musk
oversees SpaceX, the space
exploration firm that recent-

ly kicked off a landmark mission with NASA. He is also
a father of six and chairman
of the Musk Foundation, an
organization that supports
research into renewable energy, pediatrics and humans
in space.
Some believe there is still
room to run with his company’s stock. Last week, Tesla
was accepted into the S&P
500, notching another mile-

stone. It will join the index
next month.
And Tesla stock jumped
6.6 per cent on Monday
alone, closing at an all-time
high of US$521.9 ($711.88)
per share.
Musk was surprised as
anyone else. When a Twitter
user pointed out the stock
move on Monday, he responded with just one word:
“Wow.”
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MISA DE GALLO HAYAN ITUGOT

HAYAN itugot ni Cebu
City Mayor Edgardo Labella
nga ipahigayon ang Misa de
Gallo karong tuiga taliwala
sa pandemya.
Kini human nipahibawo
si Presidential Spokesperson
Harry Roque nga ang maong
butang mag-agad sa desisyon
sa mga local government
units (LGU).
Si Labella naghuwat
lang unta sa desisyon sa
Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF) sa Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) alang
sa guidelines sa Misa de Gallo.
Apan tungod kay ang
desisyon ila na man sa mga
LGUs nan, matod sa mayor,
mokonsulta una siya sa mga

tinugyanan sa simbahan.
Usa sa dakong kabalaka
sa mayor mao nga ang Misa
de Gallo sagad pagahimuon
sa alas 4 sa kaadlawon ug ang
maong oras sud pa man sa
curfew sa siyudad nga gikan
sa 11 gabii hangtod 4 buntag
matag adlaw.
Si Labella nagkanayon
nga usa na ka tradisyon ang
Misa de Gallo. Apan kinahanglan ato kining i-regulate
ug ipahigayon lamang sud sa
mga simbahan ug dili bisan
asa.
Sa katapusan, si Labella
miingon nga tugtan lamang
niya ang pagpahigayon sa
Misa de Gallo kung tumanon
ang minimum health protocols sa tanang simbahan.

Presyo sa mga produktong pang Noche Buena
ANG Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) niluwat na og suggested retail
price (SRP) sa mga produktong pang Noche Buena aron
paggiya sa mga konsumiddor
karon nga nagkaduol na ang
Pasko.
Si Ines Cajegas, hepe sa
Consumer Protection Division sa DTI-Cebu Province,
niingon nga sa pagkakaron,
wa pa silay namatikdan nga
paglihok sa mga presyo sa
mga produktong pang Noche
Buena sukad nga gipatuman

sa ahensiya ang ilang gisugyot
nga presyo sa miaging tuig.
“Ang SRP sa Noche Buena products was republished.
Moingon ka’g republished,
meaning the same prices during the last issuance
which was October 2019. The
same prices, meaning wala ta
misaka, but there are three
gi-consider lang,” matod ni
Cajegas.
Ang giingon nga mga
produkto naglakip sa Angel Kremdensada 410ml,
kansang SRP balido lamang

gikan sa Nobyembre 15,
2020, hangtod sa Disyembre
31, 2020; tanang Dole ug Seasons products, kansang SRP
balido gikan sa Disyembre
1-31, 2020; ug Today’s mixed
fruit 30 kilograms ug Del
Monte Fiesta in Extra Light
Syrup 3 kilograms, kansang
SRP balido lamang gikan sa
Disyembre 15-31, 2020.
Matod ni Cajegas kining
tulo ka profukto gihatagan
konsiderasyon tungod sa pagsaka sa presyo sa raw materials sa ilang produksiyon

Ang ubang mga produkto
nga nalakip sa SRP mao ang
ham, fruit cocktail, cheese,
sandwich spread, mayonnaise, keso de bola, pasta,
macaroni, spaghetti sauce,
tomato sauce, ug creamer.
Ang DTI nagpahimangno
sa mga mamalitay nga susihon gyud kanunay ang expiry
date ug ang price tag sa mga
produkto nga buot nila paliton. Paniguroon nga managsama ang presyo nga nakabutang sa estante ug ang presyo
sa cashier.

Malls giawhag nga himuon online ang sales promos
GIBUTYAG sa Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI)-7 nga ila nang giluwatan ang permit sa 156 ka
sales promotion permits
ngadto sa mga malls ug mga
balay patigayon sa Sugbo
nunot sa nagkaduol nga
panahon sa Pasko.
Matod ni Ines Cajegas,
hepe sa Consumers Protec-

tion Division sa DTI-Cebu
Province, dili nila pig-utan
ang mga malls nga magpahigayon sa ilang sales promo sa
kondisyon nga makontrolar,
mapugngan ug madumala
nila ang pagpunsisok unya sa
mga tawo.
“If you apply the traditional or physical sales promotion activities and tech-

niques, ang tendency is for us
to look very discriminatingly.
Amo gyud nang klaruhon
ang inyong mechanics kung
nag-provide ba na ug control
measures on how to mitigate,
or control, or manage large
crowd, making sure nga dili
mo-attract ug super large
crowd ang atong mga sales
promotion,” dugang ni Caje-

gas.
“Kay kon dili mi ninyo
makunbinsir sa inyong application nga mao na inyong
sales promotion, then dili na
namo aprubahan,” matod ni
Cagegas.
Si Cajegas nidugang nga
giawhag sa DTI ang mga balay patigayon sa paghimo sa
ilang sales promo online aron

malikayan ang pagtapok sa
dakong panon sa katawhan
diha sa ilang mga tindahan.
Matod ni Cajegas, pwede
ra gyud himuon online ang
pagpanghatag og discounts,
mga freebies, ug uban pa.
Apil na niini ang pagbayad
ug ang pag order aron dili na
mo-anha ang mamalitay sa
tindahan.

Mga langyaw nga kapikas, mga anak ug balikbayan makasud na sa Pinas
SUGOD Disyembre 7,
mahimo nang makasud sa
nasod ang mga langyawng
kapikas sa mga Pinoy, ilang
mga anak, ingon man mga
balikbayan.
Si presidential spokesperson Harry Roque niingon sab nga lakip sa tugutan
pagsud sa nasod ang mga
kanhi Filipino citizens, ilang

mga kapikas ug mga anak
sa way pagtagad sa ilang
pangedaron.
Apan
kinahanglan
magpa-book sila sa usa ka
quarantine facility ug magpa-schedule og swab test sa
mga tugpahanan sa nasod.
Si Roque ningon nga ang
Inter-Agency Task Force for
the Management of Emerg-

ing Infectious Diseases
(IATF) nihatag na og direktiba ngadto sa Bureau of Immigration (BI) sa paglatid sa
guidelines kalabot niini.
Ang Department of
Tourism gimandoan usab
sa pagluwat og guidelines
kalabot sa accommodation
alang sa mouliay nga mga
Pilipino.

