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P141M to modernize
Pasil fish market
World class fish market with recreation area, says Engr. Florida Nuñez
The construction of the
P141-million Pasil Modern
Fish Market will definitely
continue and the target date
of completion will be in the
middle of 2020.
This was confirmed by
Engr. Florida Nuñez, chief of
the district engineering office
(DEO) of the Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) in Cebu City.
Nuñez was accompanied
by Cebu City Councilor Jerry
Guardo in calling a courtesy
call with Cebu City Mayor
Edgar Labella, to brief the
chief executive about the
status of the project.
Guardo, the chairman
of the Cebu City Council
Committee on Infrastructure,
told Cebu Business Week
(CBW) that the project was
facilitated by Rep. Rodrigo
“Bebot” Abellanosa, and was
funded through the DPWH
budget under the General
Appropriations Act (GAA) of
2018.
Guardo said Nuñez told
him that there is a need to
really finish the fish market
project otherwise, it would
be hard to obtain funding for
other projects from DPWH if
the construction of the existing
project is not completed
“That’s why I accompanied
Engineer Nuñez to Mayor

Labella’s office to brief him of
the project. Regardless of who
facilitated this project, it must
continue because this is for
the people,” Guardo said.
Guardo said the market
project, which is across the
church in Barangay San
Nicolas, will include a drainage
with water treatment facility.
This way, the waste water
disposed from the market will
be sanitized before it flows
into the sea. All waste water
will be treated.
It will also include the
docking area of motorized
bancas delivering fish, a
concrete road and an adjacent
plaza.
The project was suspended
due to lack of coordination
between
Barangay
Suba
officials and the city market
administrator. However, this
time, Guardo has succeeded
in initiating a dialog with all
stakeholders.
He said that if the National
Government will allocate a
budget for a project like this,
the City Government can save
funds from Internal Revenue
Allotment (IRA).
“Once the Pasil modern
fish market will be completed,
it will be turned over to the
Cebu City Government for
administration,” Guardo said.
EOB

COURTESY CALL. District Engineer Florida Nuñez (second from right) of the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) District Engineering Office (DEO) visited Cebu City Mayor Edgar Labella for close
coordination in the comopletion of the P141-million Pasil Modern Fish Market. Left to right: Executive Assistant
Joey Daluz, Mayor Edgar Labella, Nuñez and Cebu City Councilor Jerry Guardo. Below photo is the market
prespective.
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SBC offers 2% a year interest loan to MSMEs
The
Small
Business
Corporation
(SBC),
a
government financial arm
offers two percent per
annum interest loans to
small businesses that want to
borrow money for capital.
Speaking
before
the
Cebu Province Association
of Accredited Cooperatives
(CPAAC)
at
the
Land
Transportation
Office
(LTO)
conference
room,
Ronald Saraos of SBC said
the cooperatives will be the
official borrowers which will
enter loan agreements with its

members.
The requirements are:
audited financial statements
of not less than 18 months but
preferably three years; proof
of
organization
capability
(organizational
structure;
list of board of directors,
management
team
and
personal information sheet;,
certificate of good standing
from creditors; authorization
to conduct inspection and; brief
cooperative background profile.
SBC is a Government
Financial Institution (GFI)
created under the Magna

Carta for small enterprises
in January 1991 through
Republic Act (RA) 6977 which
is operational since July 16,
1992.
SBC is responsible for
implementing comprehensive
policies and program to assist
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).
SBC, which is attached
to the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) is also
tasked to implement Pondo
sa Pagbabago at Pag-asenso
(P3) of the administration of
President Rodrigo Duterte.

Under P3, SBC provides
microenterprises
with
alternative
source
of
easy to access financing
at reasonable cost, and
boosts
entrepreneurship
development to MSME sector
particularly microenterprises.
He said the credit line
limit must not exceed P200
million, and the credit line
term is one year subject to
annual review. The interest
rate is two percent per annum,
and the repayment term will
be monthly or quarterly up to
24 months. EOB

Ronald Saraos

Mivela Garden Residences by CLI 80% sold in 3 weeks
Cebu Landmasters Inc.’s
(CLI) is starting construction
works of its 5.3 billion worth
project,
Mivela
Garden
Residences condominium in
Metro Cebu. The development
has generated overwhelming
buyer interest as it is 80
percent sold out after 3 weeks
of selling.
The
listed
developer

pointed out that this remarkable
record means that the company
is on track to meet the
expected P12.5-billion worth of
reservations sales for this year.
The four-tower Mivela Garden
Residences, with P2 billion
development cost, is the third of
CLI’s garden series residential
projects in Cebu and its sixth in
the Vismin area.

Jose
Soberano
III,
CLI president and CEO,
explains that “Mivela Garden
Residences is 80 percent sold
out in 3-weeks and this is a
very strong indicator that our
products are right-sized and
right-priced.”
Mivela Garden Residences
is envisioned as a modern
garden residential community

CEBU LANDMASTERS. Mayor Edgardo Labella graces the groundbreaking ceremonies of the Mivela Garden
Residences at Barangay Apas. With Labella are (from left) Cebu Landmasters Inc. founder and CEO Jose Soberano,
Councilor Jerry Guardo, Peter Dy of PLD Construction, Atty. Jerone Castillo, CLI COO Franco Soberano.

Globe myBusiness gives
back to its loyal partners
Globe myBusiness gives
back to its loyal business
partners in recognition of the
constant support for Globe
products and services that
micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) provide
over the years.

Beginning with the Globe
917 celebration last month.
Globe myBusiness lined up a
number of customer rewards
and surprises for its longstanding clients as a way of
saying thank you.
First, it curated special

experiences
for
business
partners to enjoy, such as
free merchant space during
Globe myBusiness 917 Treat
Street Bazaar which gave
entrepreneurs a chance to
showcase their products and
services to a wide audience.
To show gratefulness for
their trust, Globe myBusiness
gave away gifts to loyal partner
businesses while orchestrating
exciting visits to add an

that will level up city living.
Greenery and open spaces
will be complemented by
amenities focused on a
multilevel clubhouse with
a swimming pool. Function
rooms, gym, lobby lounge, Zen
gardens, and outdoor lounge
areas will complete Mivela’s
offerings.
The development features
a total of 1,536 units, catering
to mostly individuals and
starter families with its mix
of studio and one-bedroom
units. The project sits on
a 1.26-hectare area in the
prominent Banilad area in
Cebu City where most of the
hotels and large shopping
malls are located.
“Even
as
Cebu
Landmasters
expands
in
VisMin, we will continue to
keep our strong presence in
Cebu which sets the trends for
this region,” says Soberano.
CLI’s
Garden
Series
residential projects for the
mid-market category serves
as the primary driver for the
company’s
first-semester
consolidated revenues this
year, accounting for a 35

percent contribution to the
total.
Developments
for
the premier and economic
markets turned in 33 percent
and 29 percent of total
earnings, respectively, for the
first half.
Cebu
Landmasters
emphasizes it is on track to hit
its 2019 year-end guidance of
P2.6 billion in consolidated
net income and P2 billion in
parent net income. CLI projects
in Cebu represent 61 percent of
the company’s total revenues as
of the first half of 2019.
Cebu Landmasters, listed
in 2017 boasts of a portfolio
of 58 projects in various
stages of development in
10 key cities in VisMin. The
listed company has 28 fully
completed projects with an
aggregate amount of P17
billion.
Cebu Landmasters was
recently awarded as the Best
Developer in the Philippines
by PropertyGuru Philippines
Property Awards and will
represent the country in
the Asia Property Awards
in November in Bangkok,
Thailand.

element of fun. Customers
were also gifted with credits
that allowed them to claim
items of choice in a Giftaway
portal. SMEs were rewarded
with Php200 worth of eGCs
from select retailers such
as National Bookstore, SM,
Robinson’s, CBTL, and more.
SME customers were also
surprised by their account
managers with gifts such as
donuts and cakes for sharing

with their employees.
“We want to be more than
just a provider of connectivity
but a true partner in every
entrepreneur’s
business
journey. We cannot achieve
this without the support of our
partner businesses. Knowing
this, we are returning the
love by giving back to our
most loyal customers,” said
Ces Porto, Marketing Head of
Globe myBusiness.
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CMAP expands to Cebu
The Credit Management
Association of the Philippines
(CMAP) has expanded to Cebu
with “finance advocacy” as the
main focus.
With
the
theme:
“Professionalizing the credit
practice in the regions
starting with Cebu,” National
President Luis Arriola said
CMAP Cebu Chapter is the
first chapter outside Metro
Manila.
In CMAP, Arriola said
“we don’t wait for any credit
investigation on borrowers,
but we can share credit
information of borrowers
through the data base”.
CMAP Cebu Chapter
members can get information
from the CMAP main office as
they are also given access to
the CMAP data bank.
“It’s a good thing that our
guest speaker is Atty. Gary
Maningo of Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) so we can
closely coordinate with him,
especially on appraisal and on
credit policy,” Arriola said.
He added that at present,
there is no group in the
country that has data base on
transactions involving money.
There was a group accredited
by the government to release
information about loans data,
but he doesn’t know whether
it still exists or not.
In his speech, Maningo
said that they started the
Credit Surety Fund (CSF) in
2008 to help the government

attain inclusive growth by
providing marginalized people
access to business capital.
Maningo said that during
their meeting with then BSP
Governor Amando Tentangco,
Jr. and small gatherings
with the leaders in the
banking community and the
cooperatives, they realized
that one of the problems on
credit is information, which
was also a problem for ages
now.
He said the main problem
at the time was collateral. So,
they devised a program that
would address the collateral
issue that can benefit the
credit community.
“We looked at a model that
transforms the credit practice
from a collateral conservative
approach to a more or less
risk approach, not the typical
real estate, as we know of, as
collateral. In fact, we taught
officers of both banks and
cooperatives for loan training.
Most of the trainings were
funded by BSP,’ Maningo said.
He said that If you go to
the bank, they will ask you if
you have a collateral. This is a
common problem because some
businessmen don’t buy lands.
“Their
mindset
borders
on the impracticality of
buying a piece of land when
they can use the money to
improve their business. Most
successful entrepreneurs have
no properties. Did you not
realize that?. They are liquid

but they don’t have properties
like condominium. Good
businessmen,” Maningo said.
Maningo added that the
Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) went to them
and said that 99 percent
of all register firms were
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) but the
problem was lack of access to
capital due to lack of collateral.
“So, we explored other models
and introduced the guarantee
program, the brainchild of
BSP Deputy Governor Diwa
Guinigondo. He laid down
all the principles on how to
implement, and I designed
the program in 2008, to the
effect of creating CSFs in the
country, including the Cebu
Credit Surety Fund (CCSF),”
Maningo said.
Maningo added that they
then lobbied in Congress to
institutionalize the program
resulting to the passage of
Republic Act (RA) 10744.
“So, right now, we have

CoCo Tea conquers Cebu City
Responding to the clamor of
its Cebuano clients, cult favorite
milk tea brand CoCo Fresh Tea &
Juicehas launched two branches
in Cebu City in a matter of six
months and plans are underway
for a third branch soon.
“We are overwhelmed with
the response of Cebuanos for
CoCo. In fact, Cebu City was one
of the most requested area the
we have received for CoCo to be
present in, and when SM Seaside
opened in Cebu, we knew that
this is the perfect location to build
our flagship store in Cebu,” Larry
Evans Tan, General Manager of
CoCo , shared in a huddle with
Cebu media at the CoCo SM
Seaside branch.

Its branch at SM Seaside
was CoCo’s flagship store in
Cebu which is one of their most
picturesque branches and was
completed March of this year.
It has since become a favorite
hangout place of many Cebuano
squads and families. The second
branch which opened only last
September was at Ayala Center
Cebu to keep up with the demand
for CoCo blends from the people
of Cebu.
A third CoCo branch in Cebu
is underway and might open
second quarter of next year.
Tan added that the Cebu
branches are the first CoCo
branches in the Visayas.
“We felt that the CoCo brand

and the Cebuano lifestyle are
a perfect match. Cebuanos are
known for their love for good
food and having a fun, relaxed
vibe. They also love to hang out
with their friends and families
and these are exactly what CoCo
stands for,” Tan shared.
Tan brought CoCo to the
Philippines five years ago from
the milk tea capital of the world,
Taiwan. It has rapidly become a
top player in the Filipino milk tea
craze and is one of the strongest
markets of the CoCo brand
worldwide.
Just recently, CoCo was
awarded the Favorite Milk
Tea brand in the Philippines, a
testament of its leadership in the

Luis Arriola (sitting, second from right in above photo) with the national
and Cebu Chapter officials of the Credit Management Associaiton of the
Philippines (CMAP). In other photo is Atty. Gary Maningo, manager of the
Department of Loans and Credit, of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP).

55 Credit Surety Funds
nationwide, in every province
or city, with about 600
participating
cooperatives,.
And so far, we have released
about P5 billion in loans
already, benefiting around

25,000 MSMEs in Cebu,”
Maningo said.
He said they are giving
opportunities for “common
tao” or small businessmen
access to credit even without
collateral. EOB

milk tea market segment.
CoCo leads in the global tea
market with a formidable 4,000
branches spread out across the
world and posting an incredible
sale of 100 cups per second
globally.
In Metro Manila, where it
has become go-to-milk tea brand,
a cup of CoCo is ordered every 4
minutes via Grab Food alone.
Tan shared with the Cebu
media that they are also partnered
with Grab Food delivery in Cebu
so that those who crave for CoCo
may just order via the app to get
their favorite CoCo fix.
Tan added that both CoCo Cebu
branches will carry all CoCo
blends that are available in Metro
Manila, including the latest
Chocolate Caramel Cream Slush
which he described as “Waves of
caramel blended with chocolate

slush over velvety salty cream
making it a drink that is decadent
for the local palate.” Chocolate
Caramel Cream Slush is a blend
that’s exclusive and created for
the Philippines.
The other CoCo bestsellers
which have now become
favorites as well of the Cebuano
customers are the Panda Milk
Tea, 3 Buddies, White Pearl Milk
Tea and Passion Fruit Tea Burst.
Tan is very optimistic with
the future of CoCo among
Filipino milk tea lovers and
continues to respond to clamor
for more branches nationwide.
“We continue to explore
expansion to other areas
and bring CoCo closer to our
customers. At the same time,
we also try to come up with
new flavors that we know our
customers would love,” Tan said.
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2 foreign brands
enter Cebu market
We were fortunate
to have found time for
the media launch of
outlets at SM Seaside of
two foreign brands – the
upscale Taiwanese, CoCo
Fresh Tea and Juices, and
the Malaysian wellness
company, Ogawa.
The Coco outlet
located at the upper
ground of SM Seaside’s
Mountain Wing has
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
become
a
favorite
hangout for families and
young barkadas.
“We felt that the CoCo brand and the Cebuano lifestyle
are a perfect match. Cebuanos are known for their love for
good food and having a fun, relaxed vibe. They also love to
hang out with their friends and family and these are exactly
what CoCo stands for,” said Larry Evans Tan, General
Manager of CoCo .
The SM Seaside branch opened in March this year
followed by the second branch at the Ayala Commercial
Center. A third branch may open next year.
Tan brought CoCo to the Philippines five years ago from
the milk tea capital of the world, Taiwan. It has rapidly
become a top player in the Filipino milk tea craze and is one
of the strongest markets of the CoCo brand worldwide.
Just recently, CoCo was awarded the Favorite Milk Tea
brand in the Philippines, a testament of its leadership in the
milk tea market segment.
CoCo leads in the global tea market with a formidable
4,000 branches spread out across the world and posting an
incredible sale of 100 cups per second globally.
The Malaysian wellness firm Ogawa, on the other hand, has
brought innovative products to Cebu with the opening of
their first store in Cebu.
The company has been offering its range of massage
chairs and sofas to Filipinos since its Philippine expansion
in 2011.
It now has over 30 pop-up and outlet stores nationwide.
The store in SM Seaside is the latest.
“With the opening of our first store in Cebu, we intend
to bring out products to as many Filipinos we can reach.
We believe everyone deserves to enjoy good health and
experience the art of wellness,” said Marianne Rodillo,
marketing manager of OGAWA Philippines.
***
Come to think of it, these two companies entered the
local market because of the growing middle class. However,
one indicator for me on the strength of the middle class
is the experience of Cebu Landmasters Inc. The company
sold out 80 percent of its latest project in Metro Cebu, the
P5.3 billion Mivela Garden Residences in less than a month.
Hmmm.
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Safety for trash collectors
We laud the Cebu City
Council approval of a proposal
to provide garbage collectors
and street cleaners with health
safety protection gears.
These personal protective
equipment or PPE seeks to
ensure street cleaners and
garbage collectors in Cebu City
will not be exposed to pathogens
and other harmful chemicals.
The equipment includes
dust masks, safety coveralls,
safety
footwear,
eye
protection, and safety gloves.

Atty. Gerardo Carillo

This development shows
the Cebu City Council is
conscious not only to the
health and safety of city
personnel. They are also
sensitive to public opinion and
respond positively.
“Solid waste management
operations are hazardous in
nature involving high risks
to waste collectors,” said the
proponent of the resolution
Councilor Alvin Dizon.
Netizens have recently
criticized Cebu City Hall

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Chairman

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

last August after pictures of
unprotected
food-for-work
volunteers waded in the
Guadalupe River to collect
garbage went viral online.
City officials have since
stopped
volunteers
form
wading into filthy rivers.
Medicine was also provided
the volunteers.
Perhaps, the time has come
to also address the practice
of throwing garbage to illegal
dumpsites like Inayawan,
Aloguinsan, and Consolacion.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook
page.
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Trump resort no longer considered G-7 venue

BIZBITS
Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The country’s balance of
payments sustained surplus
for the straight third monththough the smallest amount in
that period – turning around
from a year-ago deficit, the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) reported.
Data released by the
Central Bank showed the BoP
position – which summarizes
the
country’s
economic
transactions with the rest of
the world for a given period –
at $38-million dollar surplus
in
September,
compared

to July’s $458 million and
August’ $493 million and
the year-ago $2.896-billion
deficit. (BusinessWorld)
***
San Miguel Corporation
(SMC) said it may spend around
P10 billion for the construction
and operation of a proposed
bus and food terminal on the
site of the former Pandacan
oil depot. During the media
roundtable, SMC President and
Chief Operating Officer Ramon
Ang said the amount covers the
overall amount cost to develop
the terminal.
The Pandacan oil depot
previously hosted the facilities
of
Petron
Corporation,
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum
Corporation, and Chevron
Philippines Inc. The property
is owned by the state -owned
Philippine National Oil Co.
(PNOC).
***

US President Donald
Trump said his Trump
National Doral golf resort
in Miami will no longer be
considered as the venue
to host the 2020 Group of
Seven meeting after facing
widespread criticism that he
was using a major government
event for personal gain.
The search starts to look
for a new location, including
Camp David, he said in a
tweet. In earlier post, Trump
defended the decision to pick
the resort, touting the size of
the venue that would enable
each delegation to have its
own 50 to 70- unit building.
(Bloomberg)
***
Consider the proposal
seeking
a
two-year
probationary period “dead
on arrival” at the Senate.
Senate
Minority
Leader
Franklin Drilon said this

as he expressed opposition
to House Bill 4802 filed by
Probinsiyano Ako partylist
member Jose Singson, Jr.
which seeks to extend the
probationary
employment
from six months to two years.
Labor Secretary Silvestre
Bello III has earlier rejected
the said proposal saying that
six months probation period
is enough for an employer
to determine an employee’s
qualification. (Inquirer.net)
***
The
Philippines
and
China’s joint oil exploration
committee may meet this
month to talk about activities
at the West Philippine Sea
(WPS), Department of Energy
(DoE) Secretary Alfonso Cusi
said.
The Energy chief said that
the Philippine and Chinese
counterparts have not finalized
any agreement yet. When asked

if the disputed Recto Bank,
which is within the Philippines’
Exclusive Economic Zone,
will be included in the joint
exploration, Cusi said, “That
contested area, the whole of
WPS.”
Last August, Manila and
Beijing appointed officials
who will sit in the committee.
(Tribune.Net.Ph)
***
Eric Tse, who recently
graduated from the University
of Pennsylvannia’s prestigious
Wharton School of Finance,
was gifted around $3.88
billion in his family company’s
shares. Tse’s parents are
both
directors
of
Sino
Biopharmaceutical
Limited
and they gave him a fifth of the
company’s total issued shares
“as a gift at nil consideration,”
according to a company
statement. (YouTube)
(mannyrabacal1144@gmail.co)

Nene Pimentel: The Street Parliamentarian

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I had an opportunity of
visiting the wake of one of
most revered men in Philippine
Politics. He has been an icon as
a great Parlamentarian both in
the halls of Senate and Batasan
Pambansa and at the same time
been named as the father of the
Local Government. Former
Senator Aquilino Pimentel is
a man of unparalleled wisdom
that contributed to our local
governance.
In his early political career,
he bastioned democracy and
freedom and fought in the
streets along with former
Sen. Benigno Aquino, former
Senator Jose Diokno, former
Senator Joker Arroyo and
other parliamentarian who
made their voices heard in the
darkest hour of Martial Law.

Nene Pimentel having been
born on December 11, 1933 to
Aquilino “Aqui” E. Pimentel
Sr. and Petra Quilinging.
He married Lourdes “Bing”
de la Llana blessed with six
children, namely Gwendolyn
Patricia, Aquilino Martin
“Koko” III, Ma. Petrina,
Aquilino Justinian “Jac” IV,
Teresa Lourdes & Lorraine
Marie. Koko Pimentel followed
his footstep and become a
senator of the Republic and
later its Senate President.
He started his political
career in 1971 when he got
elected as delegate of the
Constitutional
Convention
representing
Misamis
Oriental. His name gained
eminence when Marcos rigged
the Constitutional Convention
and jailed most of those who
opposed the provisions he
wanted passed.
Pimentel
was
placed
behind bars in early 1973
for three months and was
released from prison just in
time for the signing of the
New Constitution. Other
delegated were cowed of the
thought of being incarcerated
but Pimentel along with few
other refused to sign the
Constitution. He described the

New Constitution as scripted.
It was designed to advance
Marcos interest. He opposed
the anti-people provisions.
He ran in the first election
after Martial Law for the
post of the Interim Batasan
Pambansa
with
Lorenzo
Tanada, Benigno Aquino,
Francisco Soc Rodriquez,
Teofisto Guingona and Chino
Roces. But the Marcos KBL
clobbered them as they swept
the election. Protests rang on
the street accused Marcos of
rigging the elections. Pimental
was again sent to prison for
leading the street protest. But
his second incarceration did
not silence him he continued
the street protest until Marcos
allowed the local elections.
In 1980, he ran as Mayor
of Cagayan de Oro. With
meager budget, the people of
the City rallied behind him and
defeated Marcos’ candidates
and swept the election
winning all the local post. But
the political persecution he
suffered did not end. Marcos
had his ally installed as Mayor
of Cagayan De Oro through
Comelec ruling alleging that
his transfer to another party
made him ineligible for his
post. But because of the street

protest that reached the
capital, Marcos was forced to
reinstall him as mayor.
Still, Marcos politically
tormented him. In 1983,
together with other political
leaders, he was arrested in
Cebu City for leading the New
Peoples Army.
Despite being placed
under house arrest, he led
the opposition and become
looming star of democracy
and freedom. He won a seat
in Batasan Pambansa while
campaigning at home and
crushed the local KBL.
The feisty critic of Marcos
led Cory Aquino’s campaign
that eventually toppled the
dictatorship. He later become a
senator and the speaker of the
Senate.
One of the legacy he left
that will leave a lasting mark
in the Local Government
is the passage of the Local
Government Code. This Code
establishes the system and
defines powers of provincial,
city, municipal and barangay
governments in the Philippines.
It provides for a more responsive
local government structure
instituted through a system
of decentralization whereby
Local
Government
Units

are delegated more powers,
authority, responsibilities and
resources.
The code empowered the
local government units by
devolving National Agencies
to the local governance such
as Social Services, Health,
Education, Police and local
securities, Garbage Collection
and more. It also provides a
system of devolution of funds
commonly called IRA or the
Internal Revenue Allotment.
Incidentally, the Supreme
Court has ruled with finality
the Mandanas Case stating
that the Apart from the BIR,
the SC ruled that the IRA
of LGUs should include
tariff and duties collected by
the Bureau of Customs, 50
percent of value-added tax,
30 percent of national taxes
collected in the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao,
60 percent of national taxes
collected from the exploitation
and development of national
wealth, 85 percent of excise tax
from tobacco products and a
portion of franchise tax under
Republic Acts 6631 and 6632
(Horse Racing Laws), among
others. This would more funds
for the Local Government Units
thanks to Nene Pimentel.
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Cebu drug seizures
Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Supreme
Court
jurisprudence tells us of the
numerous drug seizures in
the Port of Cebu in the 1900’s,
the drug of choice at that was
opium. Decades ago, Cebu
became the point of entry of
drug smuggling, this time
it was no longer opium but
shabu.
On March 2004, PDEA 7
with the Australian Federal
Police seized 3.6 Billion
worth of pseudoephedrine,
an essential chemical in the
manufacture of shabu. The
shipment came from the
Peoples Republic of China.

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

Fueling
Cebu’s
growth

The plant based shabu,
Ephedra grows in Northern
China.
Six months later on
September 24, 2004, 1.1 tons
of shabu and chemicals were
seized by PDEA led by its
Regional Director, PSSUPT
Amado E. Marquez Jr. the
Mega Shabu Lab Buster, the
National Headquarters came
to support the dismantling of
the mega shabu laboratory in
Barangay Umapad, Mandaue
City, Cebu.
Arrested
were
eight
foreign national mostly from
the Peoples Republic of China:
Bao Xia Fu, Tao Fei, Liu bo,
Wu Tiao-Yi, Lin Li Ku, Siew
Kin Weng,Liew Kam Siong,
Hun Chin Chang also known
as Simon Lao who became
State Witness and three
Filipinos, Joseph Yu (Filipino
Chinese), Allan Yap Garcia
and Joseph Lopez.
Days later the financier,
Calvin de Jesus Tan was
arrested
by
Hongkong
Customs
and
Excise

Department in Hongkong
who was about to abscond to
Macau to sought refuge with
the triads, months later he
was successfully extradited
to the Philippines, the only
successful case in Asia and
Pacific. All of them were
convicted by the Regional Trial
Court Branch 28, Mandaue
City on February 23, 2012.
What happened to the
seized/confiscated drugs? To
simplify the lengthy provision
on the destruction of drugs, it
is capsulized in this procedure:
Under Section 21 of
Article II Republic Act 9165
championed in the House
of Representatives by Cong.
Antonio Veloso Cuenco and
on the senate, Senator Vicente
Castelo Sotto III mandates
that:
Within 72 hours after the
filing of the case (meaning
raffled to a specific court)
the Court shall conduct an
ocular inspection of the
seized drugs (either the court
will require the PNP/PDEA

Crime Laboratory to bring the
drugs or the Court will go to
the laboratory to personally
inspect the drugs).
Thereafter within 24
hours after the conduct of
the ocular inspection, the
Court shall schedule the
destruction of the drugs,
leaving a representative
sample to be used in the trial.
The PDEA shall take
custody of the drugs and
shall be the one to issue the
certificate of destruction.
It is therefore clear that it
is a misconception that the
drug case must await for its
termination before it will be
destructed. In fact the law
mandates that it be destructed
before the start of the trial.
The wisdom of which is to
avoid issues of recycling and
misappropriation of the seized
drugs.
The
Mega
Shabu
Laboratory case was filed
before the Mandaue City
Prosecutors
Office
on
September 28, 2004. The

Information was filed in the
first week of October 2004 of
which the Presiding Judge,
Marilyn Lagura Yap (now
Justice of the Court of Appeals)
scheduled its destruction.
The PDEA 7 sought for an
extension considering the
huge quantity of the drugs and
the administrative concern
of where the drugs shall be
destructed.
In a joint meeting with
the DOH, DENR, DOJ and
Cebu City government that
provided
manpower
and
logistical support agreed that
it be destructed at the CEMEX
factory in Naga, Cebu. The
Environmental Management
Bureau though Maria Victoria
F. Ricana, then ChiefPollution Control Division. It
was she that recommended
that incineration is the most
appropriate procedure in
the destruction of the seized
drugs. The disposal is through
incineration in cement kiln.
The drugs was then destroyed
on October 14, 2004.

Tourism, real estate and
business outsourcing continue
to fuel the Cebu economy
while the export industry took
a beating.
It was reported that in the
first four months of 2019, Cebu
exports reached US$66.099
million, down 24% from
US$86.74 million in the same
period in 2018.
For the month of April
alone, Cebu exports went down
22.27% to US$16.16 million
from US$20.79 million.
A
while
back
the
Department of Trade and
Industry in regional director
Asteria Caberte suggested
that “Central Visayas needs
to diversify amid its lackluster
growth.” And it has to boost its
food processed industry.
Although
electronics
remain as the region’s top
export, she then cited the
need to further develop export
goods.
Given that we have now
reached the last quarter of
the year, it is hoped that the
scenario could still improve

with the advent of the
Christmas season.
Tourism in the country
Secretary
Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat has reasons
to feel elated considering the
influx of tourists in 2019. Data
shows that for the first five
months of 2019- from January
to May, 3,489,270 tourists
visited
the
Philippines,
marking a 9.76 percent
increase from last year’s
figures.
She said that “the numbers
are very encouraging. From
3,178,984 tourists recorded
from January to May in
2018, we are already close
to breaching the 3.5 million
mark this year. This only
shows that the preservation of
our environment can go hand
in hand with economic gains.
The country’s number
one source market, Korea,
continues its foothold in the
top spot with 788,530 JanMay arrivals, chalking up
an 11.76 percent growth rate
comprising 22.6 percent of the
total arrivals.

China trails closely behind
with 733,769 arrivals for a
staggering 30.96 percent
increase and with a 21.03
percent market share.
Sustaining its third and
fourth rankings are the
USA with 472,469 (+1.98%)
and Japan with 281,988
(+2.19%).
Another market with
a remarkable double digit
growth rate is Taiwan at
the fifth place with 128,986
(+27.24%).
Australia with 123,851
(+2.7%),
Canada
with
114,605 (+5.01%), and the
United Kingdom with 92,914
(+3.49%), posted positive
growth placing sixth, seventh,
and eighth, respectively.
Singapore followed at
the ninth spot with 64,951
(-14.38%)
with
Malaysia
winding up the top ten
markets with 62,144 (+1.81%).
Cebu tourism
The
Department
of
Tourism (DOT-7) has recorded
8,099,346 tourist arrivals
in Central Visayas last year,

exceeding the initial 7.4M
target. According to DOT’s
Tourism Situationer Report
for 2018 on Feb. 19, 2019.
Of the the 8.1M arrivals,
Cebu had the highest share of
foreign and domestic tourist
arrivals of 2,805,115 and
2,770,781, respectively.
Koreans still top the
tourist market with 1,344,154
arrivals, a 50.05 percent
increase from last year’s
895,776.
The opening of MactanCebu International Airport
Terminal 2 and BoholPanglao International Airport
helped boost international
flight frequencies to up to 24.5
percent.
Ten new international
flights were also inaugurated
in 2018, of which eight are from
China (Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Macau,
Changsa) and the other two
are from Muan, South Korea
and Taipei, Taiwan.
This
sure
augurs
well for Cebu. (email add:
emmanuelbernespina@gmail.com)
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Expert urges continuous dialog on MCWD
Water technology provider
Engineer Antonio Tompar
of Mactan Rock Industries
Inc. said a good teamwork
by government and private
sector needs to sit down with
Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD) and craft a
formula to normalize water
supply.
“If we are in talking terms
just like what we are doing
here at 888 News Forum, we
can come up with alternatives
that will be the best for all,”
Tompar said.
Tompar challenged 888
Ness Forum to organize
more dialogues on the water
situation in Cebu and invite
MCWD officials, concerned
mayors, the governor, and
everybody to talk about it,
thinking that good ideas can
be ventilated in this kind of
forum.
Tompar said he already
proposed the use of surface
water with good technology
more often because it is Godgiven. They have done it in
Bacolod resulting to pricing

the bulk water supply at less
than P10 per cubic meter.
“What we are urging the
government is that instead
of building roads, they
should build gabion dams
or hydro dams which was
recommended a long time ago
by a lot of Non-Government
Organizations
(NGOs),”
Tompar said.
He mentioned Fr. Mar
Alingasa and the Cebu
Sustainable Water (CSU) of
the University of San Carlos,
an advocate group for normal
water supply.
“We should try to do that.
This is not only to improve but
also to extract water and then
treat and convert that into
potable water and distribute.
The basic rationale is that
because nature gives us water
for free, we should find a way
to supply that to the people at
a cheap price,” Tompar said.
Tompar
added
that
Mananga dam is a big dam
which will cost billions of
pesos. But if the government
will help by giving grants,

especially that water is now
the number two priority of the
President, it can be realized.
Tompar also said that the
government may construct
small dams in suitable areas
that will cost only P20 million
or less each and infuse that
to MCWD instead of allowing
flooding in the city during
rainy days.
He said Mactan Rock has
already more than 30 units
of water sources operating
nationwide, small river dams,
delivering water to cities and
municipalities, and they can
replicate that in Cebu.
He said they have done it
in Aparri where they have dual
water sources and the price
they are giving them is less
than P20 per cubic meter.
“We are even utilizing
national irrigation canal as
the source once irrigation is
not anymore needed once rice
planting is over, then during
planting season, we use
desalination of seawater. So,
it’s a mixed prices,” Tompar
said. EOB

Engr. Antonio Tompar

DOF backs move
to tax POGOs

Banko Sentral adopts
National QR Code

Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III supports in
principle a plan to impose
a 5 percent franchise tax
on income generated by
Philippine Offshore Gaming
Operators (POGOs) and their
service providers
Albay Rep. Joey Salceda
intends to file a bill for this
purpose.
Under
Revenue
Memorandum Circular (RMC)
No. 102-2017 issued by the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR), “the entire gross
gaming receipts/earnings or
the agreed or pre-determined
minimum monthly revenues/
income
from
Gaming
Operations under existing
rules, whichever is higher,
shall be subject to a Franchise
Tax of five percent (5 percent),
in lieu of all kind of taxes,
levies, fees or assessments
of any kind, nature or
description.”

In line with its thrust of ensuring the
efficiency of payment systems in support of
inclusive #economic development, the Monetary Board
has approved a policy requiring the adoption of a National
Quick Response (QR) Code Standard for payments.
This Standard is necessary for ensuring interoperability
of QR-enabled payment and financial services.
The adoption of a QR Code Standard on a national
scale is expected to bring more Filipinos as well as micro
and small enterprises onboard the financial system. The
merchants simply need to print out the code on a piece of
paper and display the code for their clients to scan using
a smartphone. This operational requirement entails
much lower cost than investing in electronic data capture
equipment like point-of-sale terminals which are usually
needed for card-based payment transactions.

Aside from a 5 percent
franchise
tax,
Salceda
allegedly said he is also
proposing a gaming tax of
$10,000 a month per table
for a live set-up casino and
a $5,000 a month gaming
tax for random number
generator
(RNG)-based
games. He also plans to
impose $1,000 presumptive
corporate income tax per seat
for POGOs.
Salceda,
who
chairs
the House ways and means
committee, said his proposals
are under studt by the panel.
The BIR saod, it has so
far collected P1.63 billion
in withholding taxes from
POGOs and their service
providers covering the period
from January to August this
year.
These online gaming
firms paid P175 million in
withholding taxes in 2017 and
P579 million in 2018.

Dr. Rene Obra, doctor of medicine,
specializing in psychiatry, said that it is now
time for the people to consult psychiatrist
when problem comes so they can be guided
in life. He told 888 News Forum at Marco
Polo Plaza that even the police, teachers
and all professionals are required to get a
psychiatrist endorsement in applying for jobs.
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Pork suppliers: Let’s protect the hog industry
The
Central
Visayas
Pork Producers Cooperative
(CVPPC) urged the public to
continue patronizing the local
meat and other meat products.
CVPPC officials were
guests at the 888 News Forum
at Marco Polo Plaza on Oct.
29, 2019
Santiago Tanchan Jr. and
Jonathan Young of the pork
coop assured the consumers
that it is safe to eat pork.
They said the African
Swine Fever (ASF) issue is
being blown out of proportion.
The ASF is just being passed
from hog to hog and not from
pig to human.
Since the ASF outbreak,
the hog industry suffers the
most, a source of livelihood to
150,000 families and employs
hundreds of workers.
Cebu, the 4th largest pork

producer in the country has an
annual production of 53,890
metric tons valued at P11
billion.
Tanchan and Young told
888 News Forum at Marco
Polo that we should protect
the Visayas and Mindanao
from being affected by the ASF
scare because it may cause
shortage of lechon and meat.
“The protection of the
hog industry in the Visayas
and Mindanao is important
to maintain pork supply
especially that Christmas is
coming,” Tanchan said.
They said the pork, with
or without ASF is safe to eat.
Inspectors from the National
Meat
Inspection
Service
(NMIS) are always monitoring
the pork supply and ensure
the safety of the public.
Director Eduardo Oblena

DOLE-7 provides
temporary jobs to 357
landslide survivors
Workers displaced by the
landslide that occurred ib the
City of Naga in Cebu were
given temporary employment
by the Department of Labor
and Employment Region 7.
Around
357
workers
from families who survived
the incident benefited from
the Emergency one-month
Employment Program which
began on October 2.
“We’ll be shelling out
their salary, apart from the
salary which is 386 per day
per worker for one month but
we’ll be giving them like 1 rest
day every Sunday. Our general
principle is no work no pay.

We also have enrolled them
to a group micro insurance,
with a coverage for 1 year, ”
DOLE-7 Information Officer
III Luchel Taniza said.
Their tasks will be
limited
within
assigned
evacuation centers of the local
government.
The
Emergency
Employment
Program
is
one of the measures seen to
help families affected by the
landslide.
The ill-fated trgedy that
claimed the lives of more
than 70 residents occurred in
September after the onslaught
of Typhoon Ompong.

Hog raisers Santiago Tanchan Jr. and Jonathan Young during the 888 News Forum at Marco Polo Plaza last
Oct. 29, 2019, hosted by Journalist Elias O. Baquero and Alternate Host Art Barrit.

and Dr. Alvin Leal earlier told
888 News Forum that their

meat inspectors are careful in
ensuring that all the meat sold

in the market is clean and safe.
EOB

ERC, DOE to outline pro-consumer measures
The Energy Regulatory
Commission
(ERC)
and
Department of Energy (DOE)
have compacted a treaty
that will improve ‘consumer
protection’ measures in the
liberalized electricity sector.
The
deal
between
the two agencies sealed
through a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) which
aims to reinforce the consumer
welfare desks (CWDs) mostly
those concerning the business
affairs of distribution utilities
(DUs), the sub-segment of
the power sector that serve as
front-lines for services to the
end-consumers.
According to the regulatory
body, its agreement with the
DOE will advance consumercentric culture in the industry
– and such then will call for

prompt, reliable and costeffective delivery of service.
It is as clear as day that
consumers in the energy
sector are at the mercy of their
servicing DUs if they lodge
a complaint against lousy
services.
ERC Chairperson Agnes
T. Devanadera said that to
toughen systems in addressing
consumer concerns and/
or complaints, the two
agencies have jointly agreed
on parameters they shall be
working towards promoting
and protecting consumer
interest.
The DOE through its
Consumer
Welfare
and
Promotion Office (CWPO)
and the ERC’s Consumer
Affairs Service (CAS) pledged
to jointly carry out data

and information sharing to
improve consumer services;
as well as undertake consumer
behavior
survey,
studies
and other key researches to
comprehend the needs of the
end-users.
Furthermore, under the
MOU, ERC and DOE shall strive
for the modernization in their
systems – to include securing
International
Organization
for Standardization (ISO)
certification for consumer
complaints
handling
processes;
undergoing
capability
training
and
development to enhance their
respective consumer welfare
desks, and putting in place
a monitoring and evaluation
system to be able to track
measurable
targets
and
improvements.

Pangilinan bill to provide temporary employment to rural areas
Senate Bill 776 seeks to
establish the Rural Employment
Assistance Program (REAP),
which will allow rural people to
earn not less than 75 percent of
the prevailing minimum wage
for each day of work.
Senator Francis “Kiko”
Pangilinan filed this bill
to provide Filipinos with
opportunities for just and
sufficient means of livelihood

in order to address poverty
especially in the rural areas He
is pushing for a program that
aims to provide temporary
employment
to
qualified
individuals of poor households
in rural areas.
If enacted into law,
Pangilinan believes that it
will help bridge the disparity
between urban and rural areas
in terms of development.

In the latest Labor Force
Survey (LFS) of the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA),
unemployment
rate
has
declined from 5.5 percent in
April 2018 to just 5.1 percent
in April 2019.
Despite
all
these
improvements, Pangilinan said
the overall development in the
country has been uneven, with
rural areas lagging behind.

“Most of the poor live
in these areas and work in
the agriculture and fisheries
sector. Farmers and fishermen
have consistently registered
the highest poverty incidence
among basic sectors since
2006,” he emphasized.
The International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), a specialized agency
of the United Nations (UN),

blamed the lag in economic
growth and higher rates of
underemployment in rural
areas to limited or lack of
access to market, productive
capital, as well as knowledge
and technology.
The former food security
secretary pushes for a
modernized agriculture as the
way to become a progressive
Philippines.
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Life insurance helps living
Statistics for
decision-makers Advocate advises young people to avail early
Information
Officer
Noel Rafols of the Philippine
Statiscs Authority (OSA) said
that they had just finished
the census on business and
industry and will release the
result to the public once all the
dsata will be finalized.
Speaking during the 888
News Forum at Marco Polo
Plaza last Oct. 29, Rafols said
that the census of population
will be conducted next year
(2020) with the expectation
that the Filipino population
will be 109 million by that
time.
The census of population
is being held every five years,
so that the last census was
held last 2015 and the official
population was 100.9 million.
He said October 2019 is
the 38th National Statistics
Month with the theme: “Data
Innovation, Key to Better
Nation.”
Rafols said that on Nov. 7,
they will conduct provinciual
elimination of Philippine
Statistics
Quiz
wherein
contestants and entries were
submitted by colleges and
universities. The regional
elimination will be on Nov.
12, and the national final will

Noel Rafols

be held in Manila sometime in
December 2019.
We have already produce
two national champions from
Central Visayas.
Rafols said that statics
are importance for mayors,
governors, decision-makers
and even businessmen.
“A mayor may decide to
construct a city or municipal
college if he will know that the
population of his community
is increasing,” Rafols said.
A
businessman
may
decide to open a branch of
his business in a community
which has huge population.
EOB

Advocate Arnel Pahang said the people
must know the value of having life insurance
because all human beings are subjected to
trials, so, we may get sick, disabled, old and
eventually die.
“We need to have income replacement
or income protection because life insurance
is not for those who die but for the living,:
Pahang said.
Speaking before the 888 News Forum at
Marco Polo Plaza last Oct. 29, Pahang added
that if a breadwinner will die, the surviving
family will continue living.
“The family will not say that because their
breadwinner is already dead, let us stop using
electricity, water and schooling so we don;t
have obligations,” Pahang said.
Pahang said that as we celebrate October
as “Life Insurance Conciousness Month”, we
should encourage the people, especially the
youth to get ensure and have a good future.
He said ia person will have a life insurance
at least at the age of 25, he may have a bigger
investment and benefits at the age of 40.
Pahang said that of the 100.9 million
Filipinos as reflected in the 2015 census, there
is only a small percentage who are insured. At
present, the population estimate is 110 million.
He said that about 60 percent of the 110
Filipino population are insurable. However,
because not all cannot afford to get insurnce
policy, only a small portion of the 60
percent insurable people are covered by life
insurance.
“It is sad to note that only ten percent of
the 60 percent insurable population have life

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

Atty. Gerry. Carillo, chairman of the Cebu Newsmakers Forum Inc. that publishes the phenomenal Cebu Business Week,
poses with readers -- former Cebu City Councilor Joey Daluz the assistant of Mayor Edgar Labella; National Police
Commission (Napolcom) 7 Regional Director Homer Cabaral and Alpha Kappa Rho (Akrho) leader Richard Buscaino. Aside
from hard copies, CBW is at Cebu Business Week Facebook Page.

Insurance Advocate Arnel Pahang

insurance policy. Maybe because one of the
requirements is the capability to pay insurance
premium,” Pahang said.
He advised the people to seek advise only to
insurance agents who are honest and dedicated.
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BOC seizes abandoned fruit shipment
The Bureau of Customs
(BOC) Port of Cebu had
inspected four abandoned
40-footer vans containing
fruits with an estimated value
of P850,000.
BOC Port of Cebu District
Collector Atty. Charlito Martin
R. Mendoza said two of the
four container vans contained
oranges with undeclared
onions and the other two
vans contained oranges with
undeclared carrots.
The shipments are now
further investigated by the
BOC legal department under
Atty. Kern Sesante.
The consignee is a certain
Ras Bacolod but there is no
information as to the identity
of the broker.
Mendoza said that as
provided for under Section
1129 (b) of the Customs
Modernization and Tariff
Act (CMTA), an imported
article is deemed abandoned
when the owner, importer
or consignee fails to file the
goods declaration within
the prescribed period under
Section 407 of the CMTA.
The abandoned shipment
will be disposed by BOC
Port of Cebu through legal
procedures.

Meanwhile,
the
BOC
Port of Cebu has noted
that
about
30
leading
importers for the month of
September 2019 continued
to import products for food,
power,
communication,
transportation,
and
construction which are being
used in Cebu to sustain the
economy.
BOC
Port
of
Cebu
Chief
Cashier
Conrado
Abarintos said the first ten
leading importers are Seaoil
Philippines Inc., Steel Asia
Manufacturing Corporation,
Asian Grains Corporation,
Cagayan
Corn
Products
Corporation,
Mondelz
Philippines
Inc.,
Kaplag
Trading Corp., Kepco SPC
Power Corporation, Phil Gold
Processing and Refining, LTH
Food Industries Inc., and
Cornerstone
International
Phils.
The second ten leading
importers
are
Petron
Corporation,
National
Grid Corporation of the
Philippines
(NGCP),
Cebu
Oversea
Hardware
Co.
Inc.,
International
Pharmaceuticals Inc. (IPI),
Smart
Communications
Inc.,
Petronas
Energy

Philippines Inc., A.D. Gothong
Manufacturing Corporation,
Mabuhay Filcement, Inc.,
All Seasons Federation of
Cooperatives, and Golden
Orient Ship Management.
The third ten leading
importers
are
Jorum
Trading,
Ajinomoto
Philippines
Corporation,
Ride’s Enterprises, Carmen
Copper Corporation, Ricor
Mills Corporation, Mabini
Farm Family Multi-Purpose,
Limchalo
Agricultural
Corp., Republic Cement and
Building Materials. PLDT
Inc., Samahan ng Magsasaka
sa Calawitan.
During the anniversary
celebration of the BOC last
August 2019, District Collector
Martin Mendoza gave several
awards to top importers at
the Port of Cebu, Subport
of Mactan and Subport of
Dumaguete,
partners
in
service or stakeholders.
At that time, the top
ten imports of the Port of
Cebu with corresponding
payments of duties and taxes
were: Seaoil Philippines Inc.,
P1,958 billion; Steel Asia
Manufacturing Corp., P1.172
billion; Eccosential Food Corp,
P742.5 million; KEPCO SPC

Power Corporation, P574.3
million; Joyland Industries
Corporation,
P550.8
million; Cebu Energy and
Development
Corporation,
P519.6 million; Apo Cement
Corporation, P474.2 million;
Taiheiyo Cement Philippines
Inc., P468.1 million; Cagayan
Corn Products Corporation,
P418.4 million; and Cebu
Oversea Hardware Co. Inc.,
P282.6 million.
Also at that time, the top
three importers of the Subport
of Mactan were: Panay Energy
Development
Corporation,
P5.8 million; Moreta Shipping
Lines Inc., P5.3 million; and
General Electronic Phils. Inc.,
P4.9 million.
The top four importers
in the Subport of Dumaguete
are: Filoil Logistics Corp.,
P3.1 billion; Wilmar Edible
Oils Phils. Inc, P164.6 million;
Pryce Gases Inc., P21.7
million; and Primary Trident
Marine Solutions Inc., P18.3
million.
The
BOC
partners
recognized
by
Mendoza
are Cebu Port Authority
(CPA), Oriental Port and
Allied Services Corporation
(Opascor), Cebu Chamber
of Commerce and Industry

District Collector Atty. Charlito
Martin Mendoza

(CCCI), Mandaue Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI),
Association
of
International Shipping Lines
(AISL), Chamber of Customs
Broker Inc. (CCBI), Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG), Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) 7, Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) 7,
Commission on Audit (COA) 7,
Land Bank of the Philippines,
Philippine National Police
(PNP) 7, Bureau of Animal
Industry (BAI), National Meat
Inspection Service (NMIS),
and Bureau of Plant Industry
(BPI). EOB

OGAWA of Malaysia brings the Art of Wellness in Cebu
Malaysian
wellness
company, OGAWA, is bringing
its innovative products to the
Queen City of the South with
the opening of their first store
in Cebu.
OGAWA has been offering
its range of massage chairs
and sofas to Filipinos since its
Philippine expansion in 2011.
It now has over 30 pop-up and
outlet stores nationwide with
its newest branch located at
the 2nd floor of SM Seaside
City Cebu.
“With the opening of our
first store in Cebu, we intend
to bring our products to as
much Filipinos as we can.
We believe that everyone
deserves to enjoy good health
and to experience the art of
wellness,” said Marianne
Rodillo, Marketing Manager
for OGAWA Philippines.
“Immersing one’s self in a
healthy lifestyle and learning

to relax can be life-changing,”
Rodillo added.
Using a combination of art
and technology in the creation
of its products, OGAWA is
one of the leading players
in the design, development,
and marketing of health and
wellness equipment across the
world. They are known for their
craftsmanship, sophistication,
luxury, style, and comfort.
OGAWA’s
branch
locations include Ayala Malls
Manila Bay, Ayala Malls
Vertis North, Edsa Shangri-la
Plaza, Greenhills Promenade,
Lucky China Town, Robinsons
Galleria, SM City Clark, Ayala
Malls Solenad, Ayala Malls
Glorietta, Ayala Malls Circuit,
Venice Grand Canal, Evia
Lifestyle Center, and Alabang
Town Center.
For more information,
visit their website at www.
ogawaworld.net.ph.

Ribbon Cutting. (From left) April Patentes (Sales Adviser), Elmer Biboso (Sales Adviser), Antonio Jayme
M. del Prado (Mall manager of SM Seaside City Cebu), Marianne Rodillo (Marketing manager of OGAWA
Philippines), Regismundo Sacabin Jr. (branch supervisor of OGAWA SM Seaside City Cebu), Vigo Varacion
(President of Cebu Bloggers Society), Merlyn Parojinog (sales adviser) cut the ribbon during the opening of the
OGAWA branch art the SM Seaside City Cebu.
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA

MAGTIGMUAY TA!

A shrimp’s heart is in its head.
The longest recorded flight of a chicken
is 13 seconds.
There was once an undersea post office in
the Bahamas.
Walt Disney was afraid of mice.
The opposite sides of a dice cube always
add up to seven.

Mukuyog ako nimo, atubangan, kilid o
luyo.________
Lingin mura’g ubas, puti mura’g gapas,
Paborito kini ni Nanay, sa kusina iyang
alalay.________
Bisan asa si Mario padulong, sa iyang balay
mupasilong.______
Kamote sa Dalaguete sa ilawom ang
panit.__________
Gipugas sa bag-ong hapon, giani sa
kadlawon.________

A handsome prize awaits anyone who can answer
all 5 riddles.
Instructions:
Write your answer opposite each riddle.
Cut the Magtigmuay Ta portion
Enclose it in an envelope with your name, address &
contact no.
Send it to:
Cebu Business Week
Room 310-A, WDC Building
Corner P. Burgos & Juan Luna Sts., Cebu City
Entries will be raffled off and only 5 winners will be
picked.
Names of winners will be published next issue and
notified for the claiming of prize Winners must bring a
valid ID to be able to claim the prize
There will be a new set of riddles every week.
Persons affiliated with Cebu Business Week and
relatives of any of its personnel are disqualified from
joining.
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CCCDC coop sportsfest
The Cebu City Cooperative
Development
Council
(CCCDC) is holding basketball
and volleyball tournaments
from Oct. 27 to December 1,
2019.
CCCDC is a special body
of the Cebu City Government
which is overseeing all
cooperatives operating in
the city, whether these are
micro (P3 million and below
in
capitalization),
small
(P4 million to P15 million),
medium (P16 million to P99
million), and large (P100
milllion and above).
Secretariat chief Eli Espina
said the CCCDC Board chaired
by Cebu City Councilor Jerry
Guardo has agreed to invite all
Cebu City-based cooperatives
to join the sportsfest.
Espina said the expenses
of this 2019 sportfest has been
budgeted during the annual

deliberation last year.
Present
during
the
finalization of the sports
tournament last Oct. 23 were
CCCDC Vice Chair Elisa
Coñoso and Directors Elias
O. Baquero, Victor Comeros,
Benjamin Ryan Yu, Lucio
Jaque, Alma Jaranilla, Andy
Bayalas, Jessie Villacarlos and
representatives from Cebu
Market Vendors Cooperative
(Cenvedco) and Ormoc City
Cooperative Inc. (OCCI).
The sports activities will
be held at the Cebu City Sports
Academy in Barangay San
Nicolas.
Espina said there were
eight
cooperatives
who
participated in the opening of
the basktetball tournament.
They were Cemvedco, Cebu
People’s
Multipurpose
Cooperative
(MPC),
University of San Carlos

(USC) MPC and OCCCI versus
Equitable PCI MPC, CFI MPC,
FICCO and Cebu Integrated
Transport Service Cooperative
(CITRASCO).
On the same day, the
cooperatives who participated in
the volleyball tournament were
Guadalupe Coop, Cemvedco,
USC MPC, and FICCO.
The other tournament
schedules are on Nov. 3, Nov.
10, Nov. 17. Nov. 24 and Dec. 1.
Espina added that former
varsitarian were allowed to
join the sportfest considering
that they have not been playing
basketball for a long time.
He said that sportfest has
been one of the activities of
CCCDC to help promote good
health among coop members.
The awarding of the
winners in the sportfest will
be on Dec. 7, 2019 during the
CCCDC Christmas Party.EOB

PH wushu team excited to
train at SEA Games venue
The Philippines national
wushu team who will compete
in the 30th Southeast Asian
Games are excited to train
at their wushu venue to
familiarize themselves to the
environment and to make
good use of their home field
advantage.
Wushu will be held at
the Philippine International
Convention Center from Dec.
1 to 3.
The Philippines will field
12 athletes in wushu, which
offers 16 gold medals in sanda
and taolu events.
Two-time SEA Games
gold
medalist
Daniel
Parantac and Agatha Wong,
the reigning SEA Games
champion in taolu are aiming
for the gold.
Parantac
said
that

familiarity with the venue
could spell the difference in
their bid to deliver gold.
“If we can train in the
actual venue at least two
weeks before the competition,
it will be good for us,”
Parantace said.
Aside from Parantace and
Won, other wushu members
are (sanda) Jessie Aligaga,
Carlos Baylon Jr., Jenifer
Kilapio,
Arnel
Mandal,
Francisco Solis, Clemente
Tabugara Jr., and Divine
Wally; (taolu) Johnzenth
Gajo,
Jones
Inso
and
Thornton Sayan.
“When we compete, we
always give our best. We
always assure ourselves of
that. In this SEA Games,
we will give our best.” Won
declared.

USPF volleybelles win
Cesafi championship

All pictures show the referees and players of participating cooperatives in the CCCDC ongoing basketball and
volleyball tournaments. PHOTO/ELI ESPINA

At the close of the Ce3safi season, the University of Southern
Philippines Foundation (USPF) Baby Panthers grabbed the
championship in the Cesafi girls volleyball match on Monday,
October 28, 2019.
This is USPF’s third straight win. The University of San Jose
Recoletos (USJ-R) [laced secondd.
after the defeated rival anew, 17-25, 25-21, 25-14, 25-12, in
Game 3 of their finals series at the Aznar Coliseum.
USPF’s Mitzi Panangin was named as the Most Valuable
Player and was honored as the best first middle blocker.

