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DepEd 7 chief to continue orderly distance learning in 2021

DEPARTMENT of Education (DepEd) 7 Director
Salustiano “Sal” Jimenez said
the second quarter of delivering distance learning to children saw no complaints from
either parents or teachers
since Jan. 4, 2021.
“We hope for a continuing smooth and orderly distance learning school
year under Basic Education
Learning Continuity Plan
of which, aside from modular printed materials, Cebu
Province DepEd has started
television-based instruction
and radio-based instruction
in Central Visayas,” Jimenez
said.
He said that DepEd 7 is
prepared to go to pilot schools
for face-to-face classroom
learning if President Rodrigo
Duterte and DepEd Secretary Leonor Briones will allow it. As of now, 98 schools
will participate in the possible
limited face-to-face pilot run
in Cebu, Bohol, Siquijor and
Negros Oriental.
Most of the 98 schools are
in the mountains and islands.
The criterion is a tripartite
shared responsibility with
Parents-Teachers Association
(PTA), Local Government
Unit (LGU), and DepEd to
ensure that the participating
schools are compliant to the

standard and protocol of the
Department of Health (DOH)
and Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF).
Jimenez said that if no
hindrance, the target to finish
the 2020-2021 school year
will be on June 15, 2021.
“We hope that there will
be no weather disturbance
or calamities that will lead
to class suspension so we
can finish the school year
on schedule by June 15,”
Jimenez said.
He said there are now
more than 82,000 teaching
and non-teaching personnel
in Central Visayas. Of the
82,000, almost 80,000 are
teaching personnel, and more
than 2,000 are non-teaching
personnel.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
The DepEd 7 annual budget is billions of pesos which
are separately downloaded to
regional offices and division
offices based on the General
Appropriations Act (GAA).
He said all teachers with
the same position nationwide have the same salary. A
Teacher 1 in Metro Cebu has
the same amount of salary of
his counterpart in the hinterlands. The only difference is
that if a teacher who is a city
resident is assigned in the
hinterland; he will receive a
hardship allowance.
The DepEd positions
are: Teacher 1, Step 1 to Step
8; Teacher 2, Step 1 to Step
8; Teacher 3, Step 1 to Step

8; Master Teacher, Master
Teacher 1 to Master Teacher 4; Administrator, Head
Teacher 1 to Head Teacher 6;
Principal, Principal 1 to Principal 4; Supervisor; Superintendent; up to higher levels.
Jimenez started as Teacher 1, promoted to Teacher 2,
Teacher 3, Head Teacher 3,
Principal 1, Division Supervisor, Assistant Superintendent, Superintendent, Assistant Regional Director and
then DepEd 7 Director.
“I believed in destiny. If
God allows it to happen, it
will really happen whatever is
the cost,” Jimenez said.
There is a salary increase
every year. Even if a teacher has no promotion, he has
salary increase this month

of January 2021. If a teacher
is promoted, he will receive
double salary increases.
In real estate tax of
which one percent will go
to Special Education Fund
(SEF), Jimenez said there is
a Local School Board (LSB)
chaired by the governor and
co-chaired by the division
superintendent if province;
and chaired by mayor and
co-chaired by city superintendent if city.
The LSB with several committees as members
will come up with priority
programs and projects to be
funded by SEF.
“The LGU and DepEd officials will deliberate the usage of SEF. So far in Central
Visayas, LGU and DepEd officials are working well in allocating SEF funds.
He said the Department
of Interior and Local Government (DILG), DepEd and
LGU have joint memorandum circular on how to use
SEF and an Implementing
Rules and Regulations (IRR)
on what will be the allowable
expenses that can be taken
from SEF.
“Our Local School Boards
are guided by these circular
and IRR, and come up with
projects suitable to education,” Jimenez said.
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‘Bubble Tourism’ opens in Bohol
GOVERNOR Arthur Yap
has opened Bohol into “Bubble Tourism” where tourists
are allowed to come and visit
tourist destinations within
five days.
Yap said they have simple rules guided by the
Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF) in Manila.
He said a tourist and his
family must have negative
Polymerase Chain Reaction
(PCR) within 72 hours before
travel. They can stay within
their bubbles. They can stay
at their hotel, and free to go
around the beach, but are
prohibited to mix with locals.
“This is what Department
of Tourism (DOT) Secretary
Bernadette Puyat said as
Bubble Tourism,” Yap said.
Within five days, tourists
can go to tourist destinations
with tour guides and transportation arranged by an accredited tourist operator.
“No do it yourself tour
this time,” Yap said.
This is the difference be-

tween tourists and Locally
Stranded Individuals (LSI)
or Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFW) who are living back
with their respective community. Even if LSI and OFW
have negative PCR required,
they shall get acceptance by
health officer of concerned
Local Government Unit

(LGU), plus 14 days quarantine.
Technically, Yap issued
three-part year-end reports
on the responses to the pandemic so the people may
know.
The first report was
about the anti-Covid cases
and anti-Covid performance.

The second and third of his
year-end report will follow
soon.
In the first report, Yap
said Bohol was the first province to order a lockdown to
all domestic sea and air travelers last March 16, 2020 resulting to low Covid cases.
“We have tightened our

procedures to protect all people in Bohol. But we are open
to the reality on the ground,”
Yap said.
Under IATF order, all
senior citizens must stay at
home all the times. But after one month of lockdown
in Bohol, Yap allowed senior
citizens to go out at least
three times a week for important purposes.
“We realized that it is not
proper to lock up people,”
Yap said.
In Metro Manila, minors
who are 21 years old and below must stay at home at all
times. But in Bohol, Yap allowed all minors to go out of
their house at least twice a
week.
He said it was harvest
season when Covid-19 hit
Bohol. During the lockdown,
Yap allowed farmers and
fishermen, including senior
citizens and minors to continue their livelihood in agricultural and marine sectors.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

P8.8B set aside for universal health care
THE Cebu Provincial
Government has been allocated P4.2 billion in 2020
and P4.6 billion for 2021
for the implementation of
the Universal Health Care
(UHC) Law.
Cebu Board Members
Glenn Soco, Ismael “Jimbo”
Borgonia, Jose Mari “Tata”
Salvador and Raul D. Bacaltos told Cebu Business Week
that all these UHC funds are
embedded in the P12.5 Billion 2020 annual budget and
P15 billion 2021 annual budget.
However, Cebu Capitol has not yet informed the
public on how the P4.2 bil-

LAUNCHING OF CEBU PROVINCE AS UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE
INTEGRATION SITE JANUARY 9, 2020.

lion for 2020 was used, especially that the law provides
that all Filipino citizens must
be members of the Philippine
Health Insurance Corporation (Philhealth), and must

avail the health benefits provided for by this law.
Despite that Cebu is one
of the five pilot provinces in
the country to implement the
UHC Law, Philhealth 7 is still

holding office from 7:00 am
to 3:00 pm, instead of maximizing its public service.
Meanwhile, while the
Senate continues its hearing
on the national COVID-19
vaccination program, Senator Richard J. Gordon last
January 15, 2021 pointed out
that implementing the UHC
Law would ensure speedy
and organized roll out of the
vaccination program, .
Gordon said that the
UHC mandates that every
Filipino shall register with
a public or private primary
care provider of choice, adding that it would be easier to
distribute the vaccine if they

are registered with their primary care providers.
“The UHC law provides
that every Filipino shall register with public or private
primary care provider of
choice. It is the duty of every
Filipino to register. We must
implement it because that is
what the law provides,” he
said.
The senator said the Department of Health should
endeavor to contact private,
province-wide and city-wide
health care systems for the
delivery of population-based
health services, as mandated
by the UHC law. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

SSS members urged to register
THE Social Security System (SSS) has urged all members to register with the SSS
Website so we can transact
business for benefits and others without physically going
to the agency.
Keith Michael Sacay said
that all SSS members shall
go to www.sss.gov.ph. Once
a member will get inside
the website, click the “mem-

ber log-in” and look for the
“not yet registered” in “my.
dotsss.” Then follow all the
processes to register their accounts.
Once registered, the SSS
members can see on their
accounts their total contribution, loan balance, employment history, and who
are the employers reporting
them as employees.

“In the event that your
employer did not report you
as an employee in your employment history, you can
file a complaint only you
were not reported to SSS.
For sure, if your employer
did not report you to SSS,
there was no contribution,”
Sacay said.
He said that’s why it’s important for SSS members to

register with my.dotsss.
Sacay said that using
m.dotsss, a member of SSS
can apply salary loan, calamity loan, unemployment
benefit, or request for copy
of records like A1 when you
register with SSS. You can
click to the SSS records, and
SSS will send your A1 copy
through your email. We can
only request a copy or our re-

cords once.
He said that if you have
paid all your loans and on the
SSS records you still have a
balance, at least you can reconcile it without going personally to SSS.
If all the SSS members can do that, they will
have more savings in time,
money and effort. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu Business Week

January 18 - 24, 2021

3

NEWS

DA 7 calls for vigilance vs. ASF
THE Department of Agriculture (DA) has called for
public vigilance and more
stringent border measures to
be implemented in all ports
in Central Visayas following
official declaration of African
Swine Fever (ASF) in Region
8.
It is the first case of ASF
in the Visayas, which, if it can
penetrate Region 7, can paralyze the P11 billion industry,
because the people will stop
buying pork to avoid the animal disease.
In a press release from
DA 7, it was said that field
reports on alleged high mortalities among swine population in Abuyog, Leyte since
the first week of January already triggered an alarm.

DA 7 told Cebu Business
Week in a press statement
that the Central Visayas Animal Disease Surveillance
Advisory Committee (CV
ADSAC) under this agency
convened in a virtual meeting last Jan. 13, 2021 with
chief veterinarians in Cebu,
Bohol, Siquijor and Negros

Oriental, city veterinarians,
Regional Vet Quarantine
Services (RVQS) 7 and Dr.
Eduardo Oblena, chief of the
National Meat Inspection
Service (NMIS) 7.
Personnel of Local Government Units (LGUs) and
RVQS 7 deployed in ports
are directed to strictly check

all documents accompanying
transported swine and pork
and ensure that all livestock
transport vehicles are properly disinfected. Disinfection
certificates must be present
in all ports.
Online application for
shipping permits is already
enforced by RVQS 7 with an
additional requirement for
submission of a route plan.
Last November 26, 2020,
Bohol Governor Arthur Yap
issued Executive Order No.
56 regulating transport and
movement of pigs and directed that trucks transporting
pigs must load and unload
only in designated area within their ports.
DA 7 said that the Cebu
Provincial Government will

soon issue a new executive
order regarding establishment of quarantine regulations on the entry of livestock transport vehicles and
vessels into Cebu province,
except Cebu City which is not
under its jurisdiction.
The veterinarians have
also discussed the designation of specific ports in Region 7 for the entry/exit of
trucks from Luzon and other
regions with ASF.
Cebu commercial hog
raisers are now supplying
pork to Metro Manila traders which sell it at P400 per
kilo. This has increased the
pork prices in Cebu from
P210 early this year to P280
per kilo at present. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

DOTr, Labella to implement BRT: Rama
THE ball game in the
implementation of the Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) in now
in the hands of major players
which are the Department of
Transportation (DOTr) and
the Cebu City Government
executive department after it
passed the Cebu City Council.
Cebu City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
that he does not know the
involvement of the Regional
Development Council (RDC)

in this project.
“I wish that they will not
forget the original routes,
original concepts that BRT
is not for the rich but for the
poor people,” Rama said.
During the time of former
President Benigno “Noynoy”
Aquino III, the Philippine
Government through DOTr
has obtained a foreign loan
in the amount of P10 billion
of which the government is
continuously paying inter-

ests.
However, the Aquino administration has involved the
Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH)
considering that it owned
national highways, and the
Cebu City Government to
help the acquisition of roadright-of-ways.
The original BRT routes
are from Bulacao, Cebu City,
which is a boundary of Bulacao, Talisay City passing Na-

talio Bacalso Avenue to corner Osmeña Boulevard near
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP), from BSP passing Osmeña Boulevard to corner
Escario Street infront of Cebu
Capitol, from Cebu Capitol
passing Escario Street to corner Gov. M. Cuenco under
the flyover at Cebu Business
Park, from Cebu Business
Park to Talamban passing
Tinder Box, Gaisano Country
Mall, among others.

But the implementation
of the project was not realized until now because some
influential people in the
President Rodrigo Duterte
administration whose businesses are affected wanted to
divert it up to IT Park only.
Rama said the original
routes and original concept
must be followed because
this mass transport is for all
people, most especially to the
poor. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Rotary chapter to continue community service
THE Rotary Club of Cebu
East celebrated its 40th Charter Day anniversary last January 12, 1981, at Huna-Huna Beach Resort in Catmon,
Cebu with a promise to continue providing community
service in areas where the
government is not visible.
In an emotional speech,
Past President Alexander
Gaisano, a businessman who
owns Gaisano Main in Colon
Street and Gaisano Country
Mall in Banilad, Cebu City,
said that in his 40 years with
the club, he considers the
group as one big family.
Past President David
Sharpe, a Canadian businessman said that his fellow RC
Cebu East Rotarians gave him
moral support when his business establishment, which
used to employ hundreds of

workers, was burned down.
Sharpe is also a past assistant
governor (PAG) of Rotary International District 3860.
When RC Cebu East was
organized 40 years ago, the
late Congressman Raul V.
Del Mar (Cebu City North)
was the charter president. Del
Mar died late last year.
Another RC Cebu East
member who already died
was former Cebu City Councilor Ritz Malinao who authored several city ordinances
for the benefit of the people.
Past President Elias O.
Baquero who became RC
Cebu East president twice
said the club has helped several communities in Cebu
City and Cebu Province. All
the community assistance
was estimated to worth an
equivalent to annual budget

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF
CEBU EAST HELD AT HUNA-HUNA BEACH RESORT IN CATMON,
CEBU. STANDING AT RIGHT IS CLUB PRESIDENT HEINZ ACKERMAN. STANDING AT LEFT IS PP DR. TONY Y. CHUA. SITTING LEFT
TO RIGHT: PP ALEX GAISANO, PP ANTONIO CHUA AND PP FEDERICO PEÑAFLORIDA.

of three municipalities.
Baquero represented RC
Cebu East to District 3860
as Assistant Governor (AG)
twice, District Governor’s Representative to the Philippine

Rotary Magazine (DGRPRM),
Deputy District Governor for
Public Relations (DDGPR)
and Deputy District Governor
for Public Image (DDGPI).
Baquero said RC Cebu

East is a permanent sponsor
of the Center for Industrial
and Technology Enterprise
(CITE), and the club is entitled to recommend at least
two scholars a year for any
industrial courses to help students of poor families.
The other attendees of
the club’s 40th Charter Day
were PP Federico Peñaflorida, PP Carmino Ferandos, PP
Dr. Tony Y. Chua, PP Antonio
Chua, PP Alastair Schurch, PP
Joselito Sulapas, PP Joop van
Kessel, President-elect Winston Pepito and Incumbent
President Heinz Ackerman.
The Rotary Anns who
attended were Eva Ackerman, Joy Sharpe, Merle
Schurch, Catherine Pepito and Rachel van Kessel,
and Alexes Jane Gaisano,
daughter of PP Gaisano.
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Prioritize the Vaccines!
The administration
of Pres. Rodrigo R. Duterte should go all-out to vaccinate the Filipino population. It should be easy
for these old men to figure
out. Investors pour their
billions to countries with
vaccinated populations.
Our local entrepreneurs
can return to business as
usual. Our unemployed
Weekly Notes
will have work. Consum- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
ers can shop freely again.
Successful vaccination programs ensure faster economic recovery and thus faster return of investments. But
our best leaders of the solar system missed the point. They
stress Cha-cha and infrastructure to attract investors.
In Cebu
Leaders in Cebu think and act different. Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella formed a vaccine task force even as
other mayors of key cities announced having ordered AstraZeneca vaccines. While Councilor Raymond Garcia touts
about an allocation of P400 million for buying vaccines, Labella says he prefers the American-made vaccines. I am not
sure if Cebu City has the high-tech refrigeration machines
these vaccines needed. Whatever the bytes from Cebu City
Hall, we sense a lack of urgency. At least, daghan pa man ta.
Gov. Gwen Garcia, on the other hand, believes involving the
province in the race to get vaccines now would be ‘premature.’ While I failed to grasp the logic, the governor proceeds
to carry out her other priorities.
Impact of Biden’s presidency
The United States will initially focus on climbing out
of the pandemic wormhole that the outgoing Pres. Donald
Trump pushed the country into. Nonetheless, I also expect
the incoming administration of Pres. Joe Biden to also reassess it policies towards allies like the Philippines. A vital
American concern involves President Duterte’s crude dance
with China.
Frankly, President Duterte’s unprovoked remark about
scrapping the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) if the United States would not give the country vaccines worried me.
I am not privy to the behind-the-scenes context of the remark. But the undiplomatic aside looked like a bid to scuttle
whatever help we can hope from a Biden presidency and favor China’s Sinovac. On the other hand, Duterte has intensified efforts to push US concerns like strongly going after
the Left and opening the economy several notches higher.
Duterte wants to show the Americans he can deliver these,
not Vice President Leni Robredo.
Will these seemingly contradictory moves make a Biden
presidency stop from intervening with Philippine politics?
Hmmm. Short of a political rupture early this year, I am
speculating that the 2022 presidential election will be a contest between American and Chinese-backed bets.
(Emmanuel ‘Anol’ Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic PR of the Cebu-based PRWorks Inc. He is also a
member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines
(POLPhil). Contact him @anol_cebu in Twitter)
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Pit Senyor!
The disruption of life on
Earth because of the pandemic has not spared even
the celebration of the feast
of Senyor Sto. Niño, the Holy
Child Jesus.
The feast would have
kicked of the commemoration of the first circumnavigation of the world some 500
years ago. It also marks the
Christianization of the Philippines, perhaps even South
East Asia.
We all know, the conquistador Ferdinand Magellan arrived in Cebu last 1521
with the oldest religious relic
that is still venerated today,

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Senyor Sto. Niño.
However, safety considerations because of Covid-19
disrupted even the conduct
of the feast of the Senyor.
The original plans cancelling
most of feast’s traditional activities, including the Holy
Procession on the third Saturday of January.
What would have happened were virtual showdowns of contingents dancing
the Sinulog. This would have
been the virtual alternative to
the Grand Sinulog Parade.
But concerns for health
and safety of the local population prompted more dras-

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

tic measures. The gatherings
were potential super-spreader
events of the coronavirus. The
planned virtual showdowns
were cancelled. The religious
nine-day novenas and masses,
which initially were physically
held at the Basilica del Santo
Niño, became virtual events.
But while the physical
activities were cancelled, the
religious fervor remained.
Calls of Pit Senyor (Sangpit sa Senyor or our plea to
the Senyor) reverberated in
Cebu and beyond.
Our common call on the
Child Jesus is recovery from
the pandemic.
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OPINION

Oil optimism could be derailed by Covid risks

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Oil
producer
group
OPEC left its 2021 forecast
for crude demand growth
unchanged on expectations
of an economic recovery. But
that could change, warns energy expert Dan Yergin. He
said that a lot hinges on how
effective the coronavirus vaccines are, and whether the
number of Covid-19 cases
continue to surge. Hopes

of increased oil demand
were also lifted on Thursday
when U.S. President-elect
Joe Biden released a hefty
$1.9 trillion Covid-19 rescue
package designed to support
households and businesses.
In addition to the stimulus
package, two factors have
also fueled optimism. One is
of course, vaccinations — in
the sense that eventually this
crisis is going to end. Second is Saudi Arabia’s plan
to cut 1 million barrels a day
— partly because they are
worried about the impact of
the surge in virus that’s occurring. OPEC members and
their non-OPEC allies, an alliance referred to as OPEC+,
cut oil production by a record
amount in 2020. They did so
in an effort to support prices, as Covid-19 restrictions
worldwide and the subsequent plunge in air travel
led to a fuel demand shock.

(CNBC)

oOo
Asia’s emerging markets
could become a casualty as a
result of U.S. President-elect
Joe Biden’s latest $1.9 trillion Covid relief plan. That is
according to James Sullivan,
head of Asia ex-Japan equity research at JPMorgan.
Biden recently revealed the
breakdown of his proposed
package, titled the American Rescue Plan, which includes measures aimed at
sustaining families and firms
until vaccines are widely distributed. The plan includes
stimulus checks as well as
unemployment support. JPMorgan previously forecast
a two-percentage point drag
on U.S. GDP as a result of the
lack of fiscal stimulus. With
Biden’s $1.9 trillion plan now
coming in at more than twice
the amount expected by JPMorgan, it will be a “positive

surprise” for the market as
well as for overall levels of
economic growth in the U.S.
China’s markets — among
the top performers regionally in 2020 — could be among
the first to be affected by this
shift, Sullivan predicted.
(CNBC)
oOo
Resurgent coronavirus
outbreaks will vex central
bankers on five continents
this week as they weigh the
threat of more damage to
growth against the hope
that mass vaccinations will
reopen economies. Institutions meeting from Tokyo to
Frankfurt to Ottawa are pondering the prospect of another lost quarter amid renewed
lockdowns to contain the
pandemic. Most are likely to
maintain current ultra-loose
policy settings without committing to more easing as they
keep a wary eye on the path

of the disease, while crossing
fingers on its eventual eradication. Like many of her
counterparts, European Central Bank President Christine
Lagarde put a brave face on
the outlook last week, insisting that forecasts released in
December are still plausible.
She emphasized how previous uncertainties, such as
the U.S. elections, the Brexit trade deal and the start of
vaccinations, have eased. But
with rates of infection spiraling higher, and new restrictions on activity being imposed throughout the world,
Lagarde and her colleagues
at global monetary authorities can only hope that the
tantalizingly slow pace of
global immunizations will
pick up and finally start to
dent the impact of the coronavirus. (Bloomberg)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

The Cebu City Jai Alai Franchise

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

It was in 1978 that
Cebu City was officially issued a franchise by President Marcos with the noble purpose of eliminating
“masiao” which was popular to the Cebuanos and its
neighboring provinces.
The following is an excerpt of the Presidential
Decree No. 1507.
AN ACT GRANTING
THE PHILIPPINE
GAMES AND HOLIDAYS CORPORATION A FRANCHISE

TO OPERATE, CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A FRONTON FOR
BASQUE PELOTA AND
SIMILAR GAMES OF
SKILL IN THE CITY OF
CEBU
WHEREAS, civic organizations, the press, and
the church, including the
Archbishop of Cebu, have
brought to the attention of
the authorities the proliferation of illegal numbers
game, locally called “Masiao”, to the detriment of
the citizenry;
WHEREAS, it has been
recommended by certain
sectors such as the Cebu
Queens City Lions Club,
Cebu Jaycees, and the Cebu
Tourism Council, that the
re-opening of the Jai-Alai
Fronton would substantially minimize the problem
associated with the operation of the illegal numbers
game;
WHEREAS, the experience of the government in
holding out Basque Pelota
as a sport, as an amusement, as tourism attraction, and as base for revenue generation for the
government’s development
projects since the enactment of Presidential Decree

No. 810, has been most encouraging and successful;
NOW,
THEREFORE,
I, FERDINAND. E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by the
Constitution, hereby decree as follows:
Section 1. Any provision of law to the contrary
notwithstanding, there is
hereby granted to the Philippine Games and Holidays
Corporation, a corporation duly organized and
registered under the laws
of the Philippines, hereinafter called the grantee,
or its successors, for a period of twenty-five years
from the promulgation of
this Decree, extendible for
another twenty-five years
without the necessity of another franchise, the right,
privilege, and authority to construct, operate
and maintain a court for
Basque Pelota (including
the games of pala, raqueta,
cestapunta, remonte, and
mano) in the City of Cebu,
establish branches thereof
for booking purposes, in
the City of Cebu or elsewhere, and hold or conduct
Basque pelota games therein with bettings either di-

rect or by means of electric
and/or computerized totalizator.
The games to be conducted by the grantee shall
be under the supervision
of the Games and Amusement Board, hereinafter
referred to as the board,
which shall enforce the
laws, rules and regulations
governing Basque Pelota
as provided in Commonwealth Act numbered four
hundred and eighty-five,
as amended, and all the
officials of the game and
pelotaris therein shall be
duly licensed as such by the
Board.
Section 2. The grantee
or its duly authorized agent
may offer, take or arrange
bets within or outside the
place, enclosure or court
where the Basque pelota
games are held; Provided,
That bets offered taken or
arranged outside the place,
enclosure or court where
the games are held, shall be
offered, taken or arranged
only in places duly licensed
by the corporation, Provided, however, That the
same shall be subject to the
supervision of the Board.
Any person, not otherwise
authorized under this Act,

who shall offer, take or arrange bets on any basque
pelota game or event and
similar games of skill or
knowingly permit the commission of any of the act
prohibited in this Act in
any inhabited or uninhabited place or any building,
vessel or other means of
transportation owned or
controlled by him: violates
any provision of this Act
shall be punished by a fine
of not less than one thousand pesos nor more than
five thousand pesos, or by
imprisonment of not less
than six months, or both in
the discretion of the Court;
Provided, further, That any
person who shall make or
place a bet with such unauthorized person, operators or maintainers shall
likewise be punished by
a fine of not less than five
hundred nor more than
two thousand pesos, or by
imprisonment of one day
to thirty days, or both, in
the discretion of the court.
If the offender is a partnership, corporation or association, the criminal liability
shall devolve upon its president, directors or any other officials responsible for
the violation.
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Not all injuries inflicted upon a minor is child abuse

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

In BONGALON vs.
PEOPLE January 25, 2017
G.R. No. 169533, March 20,
2013 the Supreme Court said
that, “Not every instance of
the laying of hands on a child
constitutes the crime of child
abuse under Section 10 (a) of
Republic Act No. 7610.
Only when the laying of
hands is shown beyond reasonable doubt that debase,

degrade or demean the intrinsic worth and dignity of
the child as a human being
should it be punished as
child abuse. Otherwise, it is
punished under the Revised
Penal Code.”
In this case, a father was
accused with child abuse, an
act in violation of Section
10(a) of RA 7610, for allegedly committing acts of physical
abuse and/or maltreatment
by striking a 12-year-old with
his palm. He hit the child latter on his back and slapped
him on his left cheek. He
also uttered derogatory remarks at the latter’s family.
These acts are prejudicial to
the child’s development and
which demean the intrinsic
worth and dignity of the said
child as a human being.
The accused denied having physically abused or
maltreated the child. He explained that he only talked
to them after her daughters
complained that the minors

threw stones at them and
burned the other child’s hair.
He denied shouting invectives at and challenging one
of the parents to fight. He insisted that he only told them
to restrain their children
from harming his daughters. RTC and CA found and
declared petitioner guilty of
child abuse. The issue raised
whether he would be guilty of
child abuse.
The Supreme Court in
this case ruled in negative
explaining that the law under which the petitioner was
charged, tried, and found
guilty of violating is Section
10 (a), Article VI of Republic
Act No. 7610.
In said provision of law
under Section 10. Other Acts
of Neglect, Abuse, Cruelty
or Exploitation and other
Conditions Prejudicial to
the Child’s Development it
states (a) Any person who
shall commit any other acts
of child abuse, cruelty or

exploitation or be responsible for other conditions
prejudicial to the child’s development including those
covered by Article 59 of Presidential Decree No. 603, as
amended, but not covered
by the Revised Penal Code,
as amended, shall suffer the
penalty of prision mayor in
its minimum period.
The High Court in this
said that,” Although we affirm the factual findings of
fact by the RTC and the CA
to the effect that the accused
struck the child at the back
with his hand and slapped
him on the face, we disagree
with their holding that
his acts constituted child
abuse within the purview
of the above-quoted provisions.
The records did not establish beyond reasonable
doubt that his laying of hands
on the child had been intended to debase the “intrinsic
worth and dignity” as a hu-

man being, or that he had
thereby intended to humiliate or embarrass the child.
The records showed the laying of hands on child to have
been done at the spur of the
moment and in anger, indicative of his being then overwhelmed by his fatherly concern for the personal safety
of his own minor daughters
who had just suffered harm
at the hands of the complaining minor. With the loss of
his self-control, he lacked
that specific intent to debase, degrade or demean
the intrinsic worth and
dignity of a child as a human being that was so
essential in the crime of
child abuse.
The Supreme Court said
however, that, although he
will not be guilty of violation
of .RA. 7610 but he can be
convicted with Physical Injuries under the Revised Penal Code. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Tax measures and the promise job creation

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Simply put tax measures
enacted by the government
either regressive or progressive are considered the
lifeblood of a country. In
a civilized society, citizens
pay taxes to the government
without hindrance. Automatically without taxes the government would be paralyzed
to operate. It can be likened
to a person diagnosed with
anemia.
Looking back at the universal taxation system, the

Value-Added Tax (VAT) developed by Frenchman Maurice Laure in 1954. It was the
Arroyo adminis.tration who
added two percentage points
to the original 10% VAT ceiling. Congress originally opposed the controversial measure.
With the strong intention pushing to nurse back
the country’s fiscal health,
the Malacañang initiated tax
measure “is by nature a passthrough tax” based on consumption and therefore must
be shouldered by end-users.
Apparently, the tax reform package was elevated to the Supreme Court,
questioning among others
the constitutionality and legality, that Congress has the
sole authority to legislate any
tax measures and not Malacañang.
Due to threats of massive protest actions, the
two-month-old temporary
restraining order (TRO) the
expanded value-added tax
(E-VAT) was put in limbo
but eventually was resolved
by the High Tribunal on November 1, 2005, a time when

the living remembered the
dead.
Thus, the E-VAT law was
described as the cornerstone
of the government’s efforts to
escape a looming fiscal crisis.
The taxpayers were ready to
bite the bullet for the sake of
the economy.
Among the 10-member
ASEAN countries, the Philippines has the highest value-added tax, at a flat rate of
12 percent.
All told. The revenue
generating measure of the
Arroyo administration was
anchored to strengthen and
expand micro-finance and
entrepreneurship and promote new investments that
would fulfill her promise to
create six to 10 million jobs
during her term.
Under the Duterte administration, a tax reform
package, Corporate Income
Tax and Incentives Rationalization Act (CITIRA),
formerly named Tax Reform
for Attracting Better and
High-Quality Opportunities
or the “Trabaho” bill is enacted.
The commonalities of the

two tax measures. Again, it
announces of over a million
jobs to be created by corporate income tax cuts under
the law.
“It would rationalize
the fiscal incentives given to
some businesses by putting
time frames on them and
linking their enjoyment to
certain parameters, such as
job generation, use of local
inputs and workers training”
stated a report by the Inquirer.net.
The law is the second
phase of the Duterte’s tax
reform program after the enactment of the Tax Reform
for Acceleration and Inclusion (Train) Law.
Originally, the CITIRA
bill has met strong oppositions from the Philippine
Economic Zone Authority
(PEZA), the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
and some foreing chambers
of commerce and industry.
Added to the list of disgruntled sectors, is the largest labor group, the Trade
Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP), stating among
others, who questioned the

P500 million annual government subsidy for workers
that may lose their jobs when
the bill is implemented.
The dangling of yearly budget allocation for the
passage of the tax measure is
highly insufficient compared
with the day-to-day expenses amid rising cost of living
created by TRAIN, added
Congressman Raymond DC
Mendoza, TUCP Party-List.
A business group estimated over 700,000 workers
will be retrenched in economic zones in exchange for
lower corporate income taxes (CIT).
Stakeholder
concerns
and issues from oppositors
were reportedly resolved, the
bill was passed and approved
in the Senate, SB No. 1357,
otherwise known as “Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for Enterprise Act
(CREATE) Bill.
It was approved on third
and final reading by the Senate on November 26, 2020.
The CITIRA was among the
priority bills endorsed by
President Duterte in his 4th
SONA last July 2019.
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Peso to strengthen more
vs US dollar in 2021

ASIAN currencies, including the Philippine peso,
are expected to further
strengthen against the US
dollar this year while most
current account balances
across the region will remain
in positive territory.
UK-based Oxford Economics head of Asia economics Louis Kuijs said in a report that the global weakness
of the greenback since 2020
would likely spill over to
2021 as emerging markets in
Asia catch up to the US’ level of gross domestic product
(GDP) per capita.
“In the coming two decades, we expect the catch-up
to remain a significant source
of real appreciation for Asian
emerging market currencies”
except for the South Korean
won, Oxford Economics said.
In particular, the economies of China, India and the
Philippines will “grow relatively fast” in the upcoming

decades and bring “significant further catch-up-driven
real exchange rate appreciation” in their currencies, Oxford Economics added.
In the near term, it said

Asian currencies would appreciate as risk appetite benefits them while the US’ twin
deficits—budget deficit and
current-account
deficit—
weigh on the dollar.

In the case of the peso,
Oxford Economics projected it to further appreciate by
more than 2 percent by the
end of 2021, following a more
than 5-percent gain in 2020.

The peso strengthened
last year as the current account swung to a surplus estimated at 3.3 percent of GDP,
reversing the deficits recorded in the previous years.
The surplus came on the
back of a sustained slump
in the importation of goods
which were bought in dollars, as exports gradually
recovered from the pandemic-induced weakness in global trade.
While the current-account surplus strengthened
the domestic currency, economists had warned that it
nonetheless reflected sluggish economic recovery as
external trade-in-goods and
capital investments slowed.
Oxford Economics projected the Philippines’ current account to remain at a
surplus in the next two years,
although narrowing to 1.1
percent of GDP in 2021 and
0.2 percent in 2022.

Consumer Act, CREATE, DTI priorities
THE Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) has asked
the new chairman of the
House committee on trade
and industry to prioritize the
passage of consumer protections and pricing laws.
In a statement Thursday,
the DTI said Secretary Ramon M. Lopez asked the concerned House committee to
give priority to the passage of

a revised Consumer Act of the
Philippines, as well as an expanded Price Act.
The House committee on
trade and industry approved
last year an amendment to the
Price Act to classify personal
protective equipment (PPE)
as a prime commodity subject
to price regulation.
Lopez also asked to prioritize small-business fund-

ing and the “One Town, One
Product” to encourage specializatyion in certain classes of
goods.
Lopez also expressed support for the revised Warehouse
Receipts Law that would allow
farmers to use their crops as
collateral for bank loans. This
is currently pending with the
Committee on Appropriations.
The trade secretary also

rallied behimd the passage of
the Corporate Recovery and
Tax Incentives for Enterprises
(CREATE) Act, which cuts corporate income tax rates while
streamlining fiscal incentives.
Legislators are harmonizing
both chambers’ versions of the
bill and hope to wrap up bicameral conference committee
sessions within the month.
“This is a very import-

ant piece of legislation that
will help the economy recover much faster and stronger, with the reduction in
income tax rates and better
set of time-bound, performance-based and focused incentives,” he said.
“The CREATE bill is a
game-changer in attracting more investments to the
country.”

almost all home-based workers (90%) work informally.
They are usually worse off than
those who work outside the
home, even in higher-skilled
professions,” the ILO said.
There are about 260 million home-based workers
worldwide which is equivalent to over 7% of the global
workforce. The ILO estimates
that last year, one in five employees was telecommuting,
with the proportion set to increase and more home-workers are likely to increase this
year.

Citing a report, “Working
from home: From invisibility
to decent work,” which was
released Wednesday, the ILO
recommended that employers offer training to maximize
the capabilities and earning
power of those working from
home.
“All home workers should
benefit from social security
coverage and have access to
training that can increase their
productivity, employment opportunities and income-earning capacity,” according to the
report.

Invisible problems of home-based workforce
EMPLOYERS need to focus on the problems faced by
workers who have adopted
work-from-home
arrangements during the pandemic,
particularly the need to pay
fair salaries and offer social
protection.
In a statement, the International Labor Organization
(ILO) said home-based work
during the pandemic can
make any emerging problems
affecting such workers “invisible.”
“In low- and middle-income countries for instance,
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Lockdown last resort
amid new COVID-19 variant

ACTING Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick T. Chua, said reimposing
a strict lockdown should be the
last resort for the government,
despite the detection of the
highly infectious variant of the
coronavirus in the country.
In his presentation at the
Junior FINEX (JFINEX) online forum on Thursday, Chua
said the strictest form of lockdown, where 75% of the economy was shut down, caused
23.7 million more people to
go hungry, 4.5 million more to
slip into poverty, and roughly
2.7 million to lose their jobs.
“The economy is strong
enough to recover if we allow
it to do so. But our quarantine
restrictions prevent the economy from fully recovering and
the answer to that is not to give

more subsidies but to open the
economy more, because all the
subsidies will be expensive for
the people,” Chua said.
“We need to assess the
risks around the new variant. It
is part of living with the virus.

We can prioritize the enforcement of health standards and
proactive travel restriction.
Higher quarantine should be
the last resort,” he said.
Luzon was placed under
enhanced community quaran-

tine (ECQ) from mid-March
to end-May, halting nearly all
economic activity resulting to
the Philippine economy falling into its first recession in
nearly 30 years with a record
16.9% contraction in the sec-

ond quarter.
Economic managers expect gross domestic product
(GDP) to have contracted by
8.5-9.5% in 2020. Official
GDP data will be out on Jan.
28.
Presidential Spokesperson Harry L. Roque, Jr. said
that existing policies will remain in effect while waiting
for the decision of Duterte and
the task force for infectious
diseases on any new measures
that will be adopted to contain
the new variant.
Chua, who heads the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), said
the state should also make
sure that the mass transport is
sufficient yet safe, while stimulating consumer demand by
allowing family activities.

DoF supports further opening of economy
FINANCE Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez III said he is
open to amending the restrictive economic provisions of the
1987 Constitution, as House
lawmakers began deliberations
on Charter change.
Acting
Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick T. Chua wants to further
open the Philippine economy,
but urges Congress to focus on
the urgent passage of priority
bills meant to attract more foreign investments.
“I’m for really opening up
the economy in all areas possi-

ble, with the exceptions of land
ownership because the issue of
land ownership is so emotional… so let’s do something doable,” Dominguez said.
Among the sectors that
should be further opened to
foreign investors are the retail
trade and construction industries, he said.
“There are many areas that
need to be opened. Opening
up the economy challenges the
local production and they respond positively if there is good
support. This is why I think we
should look at the Constitution

and open as much as possible,”
Mr. Dominguez said.
The House Committee
on Constitutional Amendments is set to open deliberations on the proposed Resolution of Both Houses (RBH)
No. 2, which seeks to amend
economic provisions of the
33-year-old Constitution in a
bid to attract more foreign investments.
Chua said lawmakers
should first prioritize pending
bills such as amendments to
the Public Service Act (PSA),
Retail Trade Liberalization

Act (RTL), and Foreign Investment Act (FIA).
“We have to prioritize the
PSA, RTL and FIA amendments as these are urgently
needed to help attract more
investments and create jobs,”
Mr. Chua said via Viber on
Monday.
Budget Assistant Secretary
Rolando U. Toledo said that
the economic team is pushing
for the urgent passage of the
three bills.
“These bills will help promote a more sustainable and
resilient external sector, whilst

increasing the inflow of foreign
investments and generating
more jobs for the Filipino people,” Toledo added.
The three bills have been
approved on third and final
reading at the House of Representatives.
Their counterpart measures in the Senate, however,
are still in various levels of
deliberations: with the bills
amending the PSA and FIA
still at the committee level
while the proposed changes
to the RTL are at the second
reading.

Private sector backs urgent passage of CREATE
MORE than 50 private
sector groups are urging lawmakers to instantaneously pass
a bill that would cut corporate
income tax and streamline fiscal incentives.
Legislators are set to convene the bicameral conference
committee to reconcile contradictory provisions in the Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for Enterprises (CREATE) Act passed by the Senate
in November and the House
version a year earlier.
The 51 private sector
groups represent the banking,

real estate, insurance, and outsourcing sectors, along with
foreign chambers representing Spain, France, and Nordic
countries. The Management
Association of the Philippines,
Makati Business Club, university groups, and other business
councils are also represented.
“We join the multisectoral
call for the passage of this important legislative measure with
urgency. After three years of
deliberation, every day of delay
comes at the risk of losing more
jobs and hemorrhaging more investments,” the groups said.

CREATE streamlines the
tax incentives system to make
it more time-bound and performance-based.
It would also reduce corporate income tax to 25% from
30% starting July 2020, and
then by one percentage point
each year from 2023 to 2027.
The rate falls to 20% for local
smaller companies with net
taxable income of P5 million or
lower and total assets less than
P100 million.
“These would instantly
bring the country’s CIT (corporate income tax) rate closer to

the ASEAN average of 21.65%
and give us more resources to
retain our employees and to
keep up with financial difficulties,” the groups said, adding
that the reduced tax would help
attract investments.
Under CREATE, Investment Promotions Agencies
(IPAs) like the Philippine Economic Zone Authority will review investment projects valued at P1 billion or lower, while
the Fiscal Incentives Review
Board (FIRB) approves larger
projects.
Semiconductor and Elec-

tronics Industries in the Philippines Inc. (SEIPI) SEIPI wants
to raise this threshold for quicker approval under IPAs.
Trade Secretary Ramon M.
Lopez, in a recent meeting with
the new chairman of the House
committee on trade and industry asked to include CREATE
among priority measures this
year.
He also asked Navotas
Representative John Reynald
M. Tiangco to prioritize the
passage of a revised Consumer
Act of the Philippines, as well
as an expanded Price Act.
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Bond paper Ko, Module Mo
THIRTEEN (13) public
schools became the latest recipients of the “Bond paper
Ko, Module Mo,” Project of
the Department of Labor and
Employment.
The second batch of selected schools received reams
of bond paper and printers in
a turnover ceremony held last
week, witnessed by the different members of the Regional
Council Against Child Labor
(RCACL) and representatives
of the Department of Education’s Divisions of Cebu City,
Mandaue City, Cordova District-Cebu Province, and Lapulapu City.
Recipients of the project
were: Gabi Elementary School;
Day-as Elementary School;
Ibabao Elementary School;
Ibabao Elementary School;
Cordova National High School;
Pusok National High School;
Babag National High School;
Maribago High School, Don
Sergio Osmena Sr. Memorial
National High School; Tejero
National High School; Kamputhaw Elementary School;
Mandaue Comprehensive Hational High School; Paknaan
National High School; and Tipolo National High School.
DOLE-7 Assistant Regional
Director Lilia A. Estillore represented Regional Director Salome O. Siaton to the event.
World Vision, one of the

active RCACL members, donated the reams of bond paper
and printers in support to the
project which was first introduced by the DOLE on December 2020.
“We are so happy that this
project received a very positive
response from our partners. We
have the World Vision to thank
for. Thank you for helping us
continue this advocacy of helping the children pursue their
schooling by way of providing
them resources for their modules,” said Siaton, who also sits
as the RCACL Chairperson.
Donors and RCACL partners received certificates of
appreciation from the DOLE.
This project could yield a positive impact toward the fight
against child labor.
Recognized during the
ceremony were the following,
namely: Philippine National
Police; Commission on Human Rights; Department of
Interior and Local Government; Feed the Children; Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc.;
and World Vision.
To recall, the DOLE rolled
out the “Bond paper Ko, Module Mo,” Project in December
last year benefiting two public schools in Mandaue City
and another one in Cebu City,
which all received reams of
bond paper and hygiene and
sanitation kits.

Coop deploys 30
MPUJs in Cebu City
LAHUG Apas Transport
Cooperative (LATRANSCO)
deployed 30 Modernized Public Utility Jeepneys (MPUJs)
last Saturday, January 16 to
ply Cebu City streets.
LATRANSCO launched
their modernized units on
Thursday, January 14, at the
Department of Education,
Ecotech Center in Barangay
Lahug.
Retired Colonel Eduardo
C. Montealto Jr., the LTFRB-7
director, inducted the coop officers and expressed his overwhelming support on their operations.
The cooperative, one of
the implementers of the Public
Utility Vehicle Modernization
Program (PUVMP) in Cebu
City, is committed to serve the
riding public.
Initially,
LATRANSCO
operated three MPUJs plying

Lahug, Apas and Carbon Market routes. 30 units were later
deployed to serve the same
routes.
The Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) in Central
Visayas (LTFRB-7) issued a
provisional authority to allow
LATRANSCO to operate the
MPUJs under the cooperative’s existing routes.
The Public Utility Vehicle Modernization Program
(PUVMP) envisions a restructured, modern, well-managed
and environmentally sustainable transport sector where
drivers and operators have
stable, sufficient and dignified
livelihoods while commuters
get to their destinations quickly, safely and comfortably
PUVMP is a flagship program of the Duterte administration.

DTI backs easing of
age restrictions for
economic recovery
DEPARTMENT of Trade
and Industry (DTI) Secretary
Ramon Lopez expressed support for the gradual easing
of age restrictions possibly
down to 10 years old to help
the economic recovery of the
country.
Lopez agreed with the
call of Acting Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick Chua to let more children and families out of their
homes to shop and spend
while still observing safety
protocols.
Lopez expressed confidence that 10-year-old children will comply with minimum health standards like
wearing face masks and face
shields when stepping outside of their homes.
The Inter-Agency Task
Force (IATF) for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases only allows
persons aged 15 to 65 to go
out of their homes.
The task force gave local

government units the authority to adjust the age limit
depending on the COVID-19
situation in their respective
jurisdictions.
Despite many sectors reopening since June last year,
Lopez said age restrictions
have dampened the demand
for these businesses.
“If we want to restore
and recover the economy, we
need to gradually ease the

age restrictions,” Lopez said.
Earlier, Chua said community quarantines have
“restricted economic activity
from children and families.”
Based on their consultations with malls and fastfood chains, some 32 to 50
percent of their sales are
driven by family consumption as opposed to individual
or worker consumption.

Understanding PUVMP
THE Department of
Transportation (DOTr) issued Department Order No.
2017-011 or the Public Utility
Vehicle Modernization Program (PUVMP) on 19 June
2017.
The PUVMP is a comprehensive system reform that
will entirely change the public
land transportation industry.
It features a regulatory reform and sets new guidelines
for the issuance of franchise
for road based public transport services. It devolved the
function of route planning to
the local government units
as they are more versed in
the terrain and passenger demand within their respective
territorial jurisdiction.
LGUs are required under
the program to submit their
own Local Public Transport
Plan (LPTRP) as a pre-requisite for the opening of PUV
franchises within their jurisdiction. Route rationalization

studies will also be conducted
to determine the appropriate
mode, quantity and service
characteristics of the public transport service in each
corridor which will make the
routes more responsive to
passenger demand and ensure that the hierarchy of
roads and modes of transportation are followed.
Among the major components of the PUVMP is fleet
modernization. New vehicle
standards are being developed
which is based on extensive
consultations with involved
government agencies, jeepney
associations and local and international
manufacturers.
The modern PUV are designed
to be environment-friendly,
safe, secure and convenient
with due consideration to
our Persons-with-Disabilities
(PWDs) passengers. The PUVMP also encourages industry
consolidation or the strategic
merging of smaller transport

industry players to form into a
consortium either by forming
cooperatives or corporations.
The PUVMP adopts a
Vehicle Useful Life Program
which consists of policies and
programs that deal with different stages of the vehicle’s
useful life. This includes the
provision of a Motor Vehicle
Type Approval System for new
vehicles, maintenance programs and improvement of
Motor Vehicle Inspection System and a Scrappage Program
for end-of-life vehicles.
The DOTr, LTFRB, LTO
and OTC, as well as the other
concerned agencies will conduct a Pilot Implementation in
order to review and assess the
new policies.
The success of the program will revolutionize roadbased public land transportation and will usher in an improved riding experience for
the benefit of our present and
future generation
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Students benefitted
from Bayanihan 2
MORE than 54,000 students from private colleges
and universities received
subsidies under the Bayanihan to Recover as One Act
(Bayanihan 2).
The Commission on
Higher Education (CHED),
said a total of 54,761 private
school students who have
unpaid tuition and miscellaneous fees each received
P5,000 under the Bayanihan 2 for Higher Education
Tulong program.
CHED Chairman Prospero de Vera said around
P300 million was released
to 927 private schools to
help the students continue their studies during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Bayanihan 2 is the
government’s second coronavirus pandemic relief
measure. It mandated the
provision of subsidies to
qualified students in basic
and higher education whose
families were facing financial difficulties due to the

institutions through the
Bayanihan 2 has complemented the efforts of the
private higher education
sector, particularly on innovation while also looking
after the health and welfare
of their students,” said CO-

FUn TRiVIA
Do you know that…

pandemic.
The Coordinating Council of Private Educational
Associations (COCOPEA)
lauded the CHED for ensur-

ing the continuity of education during the pandemic.
“The timely government
assistance to students in
private higher education

Independent body to
evaluate education: PBeD
THE Philippine Business for Education (PBEd)
has proposed for an independent commission with
the power to review the
deterioration of education
standards during the pandemic.
PBEd is a private-sector
organization advocating for
workforce development.
The organization said
that the commission was
among its recommendations, citing concerns regarding the imbalanced
implementation of the education agenda during the
public health crisis.
PBEd said the Education Commission (EdCom)
should convene this year as
“a multisectoral body with
representation from the legislature, private sector, civil
society, parents’ associa-

COPEA Managing Director
Joseph Noel Estrada.
This year, higher education institutions shifted
to remote learning from the
traditional face-to-face instruction due to the health
crisis.

tion, the youth, teachers and
school leaders, and it should
be supported by a competent
and objective secretariat.”
The EdCom will target
long-term education issues
such as “governance, teacher quality, technology, and
competitiveness,” problems
on which fronts have been
exposed during the pandemic.
“With a learning crisis
on our hands and the future
of millions of Filipinos at
stake, what we need now is a
strong, multi-sectoral coalition that will push for education reforms and ensure that
quality education becomes a
top priority in the national
development agenda,” PBEd
Chairman Ramon R. del Rosario, Jr. said.
An “autonomous” agency that will keep track of

educational progress needs
to be separate from the education bureaucracy, PBEd
said.
“It is important for us
to establish an Autonomous
Assessment Agency… in order to move forward, we
need to know where we are,”
PBEd President Meliton B.
Salazar, Jr. said in a virtual
briefing.
“We have discussed
this with lawmakers… this
is something we will be
working on in the next few
months and hopefully we
can find someone who will
sponsor this,” he added.
The government was
asked to allot at least 20% of
the national budget to education to improve connectivity and access to learning
especially in public schools
and those in remote areas.

n During the filming of Lord of the Rings, Sean
Bean refused a helicopter ride to a set due to a
fear of flying and instead hiked up to it in full
Boromir armor?
n Nitroglycerin,the compound used to make
dynamite, is used for treating heart problems.
like lack of blood flow to the heart?
n Eating popcorn builds bone, muscle, and tissue,
as well as aiding digestion and being good for
your teeth?
n The first McDonald’s drive-thru was opened
near a military base in Arizona “to serve soldiers
who weren’t permitted to get out of their cars
while wearing fatigues”?

n Ranidaphobia is the Fear of frogs?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“Too often we give children answers to remember
rather than problems to solve.” Roger Lewin
“Do not be embarrassed by your failures, learn from
them and start again.” Richard Branson
“The aim of education should be to teach us rather how
to think, than what to think — rather to improve our
minds, so as to enable us to think for ourselves, than
to load the memory with thoughts of other men.” Bill
Beattie
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New York City to cut
Trump business ties
NEW York City said it
will cut business ties with the
Trump Organization, joining
a growing list of corporations
turning their backs on the
twice-impeached president.
Trump is facing a backlash both personally and politically after last week’s riots
at the US Capitol.
The Trump Organization
has contracts with New York
City to run two skating rinks,
a carousel and a golf course.
The deals generate about
$17m (£12.5m) a year for the
company.
“The city of New York
will no longer have anything
to do with the Trump Organization,” New York Mayor Bill
de Blasio said on Wednesday

NEW YORK MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ANNOUNCING THAT THE
CITY WAS “SEVERING ALL CONTRACTS” WITH DONALD TRUMP’S
COMPANY.

evening.
In the aftermath of the
riots, political donors and
businesses have moved to

distance themselves from the
president and the Trump Organization.
“The lawyers looked at it.

It was clear as a bell: that’s
grounds for severing the contracts,” De Blasio added.
In a statement, the president’s son Eric Trump said
the city had no right to end
the contracts, and would
owe the Trump Organization
$30m if it did so.
“This is nothing more
than political discrimination
and we plan to fight it vigorously,” he said. Cushman &
Wakefield, one of the largest
commercial property firms
in the US, said it would be no
longer work with the Trumps.
The company leases a
number of the organization’s properties including
Trump Tower in New York
City.”Cushman & Wakefield

has made the decision to
no longer do business with
the Trump Organization,” a
company spokesperson said.
Two banks, Deutsche
Bank and Signature Bank,
said this week they would
end their relationships with
Mr Trump.
Signature Bank said it
has begun closing Trump’s
two personal accounts, which
had balances of about $5.3m
(£4m).
“We witnessed the President of the United States
encouraging the rioters and
refraining from calling in the
National Guard to protect the
Congress in its performance
of duty,” the bank said in a
statement.

Samsung heir to be sentenced after 4 years of graft trial
SAMSUNG Electronics
Co Ltd heir Jay Y. Lee will be
sentenced by a South Korean
court on a bribery charge on
Monday.
Lee, 52, was convicted of
bribing an associate of former
President Park Geun-hye and
jailed for five years in 2017.
He denied wrongdoing, the
sentence was reduced and
suspended on appeal, and he

was released after serving a
year.
The Supreme Court then
sent the case back to the
Seoul High Court, which will
rule on it, and the sentencing, on Monday. Prosecutors
have called for a nine-year jail
term.
Legal experts say the
court is highly unlikely to acquit Lee but it could suspend

his sentence, allowing him to
remain free. Lee is involved in
a separate trial for accounting
fraud and stock manipulation.
For many South Koreans,
it is not just Lee who will be
in the dock on Monday but
the whole chaebol system of
family-run
conglomerates,
long credited with building
Asia’s fourth-largest econo-

UK leads in use of language-learning apps
LANGUAGE-learning
apps have boomed around the
world during the coronavirus
lockdowns, and the UK has
surprisingly led the way.
US firm Duolingo says
that its new user numbers
soared in 2020, especially in
the UK. Globally they were
up 67% compared with 2019,
while in the UK they shot up
by 132%, almost double the
worldwide average.
“The UK has really embraced language learning
during the pandemic,” says
Duolingo’s UK manager Colin
Watkins.
“People are learning because of culture, brain training, family, and relationships,
along with school and travel.
We want a positive use of our
time, and to do something
productive on our phones.

Covid gave people the stimulus to do this,” Watkins said.
Prior to Covid-19 he says
the biggest reason British users said they wanted to learn
a language was for travelling
overseas. But with global travel mostly curtailed, people
were now learning because of
other factors.
For the app’s now 13
million UK users, Spanish
remains the most popular
language that people want to
learn, followed by French.
Other language apps have
also seen big growth.
London-based Busuu says
that while its active global
user numbers tripled last year,
numbers in the UK rose more
than fourfold (312%). It now
has more than three million
UK users.
Berlin-based Babbel says

its UK user registrations increased by 80% in 2020, compared with a 50% rise worldwide. It now has 10 million
customers globally but did not
release a figure for the UK.
Spanish is now the most
popular language for its UK
users, overtaking French. And
that the new top reason why
people have signed up is an
interest in language learning
and other cultures, which has
overtaken travel.
“It is possible that Brexit may have played a part in
why the UK, in particular, saw
so many people using these
apps,” she says. “Particularly
those who want to give themselves the opportunity to work
in, or do business with, other
countries now Britain has left
the EU,” said Babbel’s chief
executive Arne Schepker.

my but criticised for wielding
too much power and lapses in
governance and compliance.
President Moon Jae-in
was elected in 2017 on a reformist platform vowing to
clean up chaebol practices but
he has since encouraged the
big businesses to create jobs,
especially as the novel coronavirus undermined growth.
Public sentiment seems
to have swung back in favour of the chaebol and many
South Koreans would like to
see a decisive Lee at the helm
of the Samsung empire as it
navigates intensifying global
competition and pressure to
innovate.

Lee has pledged to change
Samsung and make compliance and social responsibility
top priorities, in part by ensuring that an independent
compliance panel set up last
year continues to operate.
The judges who will rule
on Monday have said they
will take the issue of compliance into account in making
their decision.
This is the first trial that
proposed compliance as a
mitigating factor in sentencing and it could lead to it being utilized in South Korea’s
charisma-led chaebol culture
as a way to build consensus
with external stakeholders.

Asia shares rise as U.S.
stimulus hypes sentiment
ASIAN shares rose on
Friday as expectations of
large U.S. stimulus under
President-elect Joe Biden
elevated sentiment while oil
prices perked up on upbeat
Chinese trade figures.
President-elect
Biden
will unveil a $1.9 trillion
stimulus package proposal
designed to jump-start the
economy and speed up the
U.S. response to the coronavirus pandemic, officials said
on Thursday.

In Asia, investors held a
broadly more optimistic with
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
up 0.2%, Japan’s Nikkei 225
0.3% higher and South Korea’s KOSPI inching up 0.2%
Investors had also kept
an eye on Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell, who
said the U.S. central bank is
not raising interest rates anytime soon and rejected suggestions the Fed might start
reducing its bond purchases
in the near term.
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CARBON VENDORS COOP
NAGPAABOT SA FREEZER VAN

GIHULAT karon sa Cebu
Market Vendors Cooperative
(CEMVEDCO) nga ihatag na
sa Department of Agriculture
(DA) 7 ang gisaad nga freezer
van sa ilang mga baligya nga
karne sa Carbon Market ug
ubang lugar.
Sa pakighinabi sa DYRC
radio ug Cebu Business Week,
niingon si CEMVEDCO Chairman Erwin Goc-ong nga ilang
paaboton ang gisaad ni DA 7
Director Salvador Diputado
aron dili na sila maguol nga
may karne nga madaot ilabi
na kon dugay mahalin o madugay ang delivery.
Nagkanayon si Goc-ong

DILI NA UNYA MAGUOL ANG MGA NANINDA OG KARNE KON MAABOT NA
ANG GISAAD NGA FREEZER VAN SA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

nga dakog ikatabang kanila
ang freezer van ilabi na gikan
sa pag-ihaw sa baboy, kanding
ug manok, idiritsog butang
ang karne ug sigurong dili
madaot.
Gidugang ni Goc-ong nga
nalipay ang mga opisyales ug
meyembro sa CEMVEDCO
sa saad sa DA nga freezer van
nunot sa programa niini nga
“mass food production” aron
mahangwat sa kalisod tungod
sa pandemya sa Covid.
Sa linaing interview, niingon si Diputado nga iyang
susihon kon andam na ba ang
mga dokumento sa donasyon
sa freezer van gikan sa DA

ngadto sa CEMVEDCO.
Nagkanayon si Diputado
nga samtang dunay freezer
van distribution sa mando ni
Agriculture Secretary William
Dar aron mosaka ang supply
sa pagkaon, dunay evaluation
aron sutaon kon angayan bang
hatagan ang usa ka kooperatiba.
Sa una pa lang, nagtuo
si Diputado nga angayang
makaangkon sa freezer van
ang CEMVEDCO tungod kay
ang maong kooperatiba gilangkoban sa mga vendors sa
Carbon Market nga nagbaligyag karne, utanon ug prutas.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Fonus moserbisyo sa pamilyang Lugway sa deadline sa
kabus nga mamatyan: Labella business permits renewal
GISAAD ni Cebu City
Mayor Edgardo C. Labella nga iyang kuhaon
ang FONUS Cebu Federation of Cooperatives
nga maoy moserbisyo
kon dunay mamatay nga
sakop og pobreng pamilya.
Si FONUS Cebu
Chairperson Maria Elena Limocon niingon nga
kon pobreng molupyo
sa Cebu City ang mamatay, P10,000 lang ang
ilang ipabayad lakip na
ang lungon, balsamar ug
sakyanan.
Si Limocon kinsa Chief
Executive Officer sa Lamac
Multi-Purpose Cooperative
nga dunay assets nga P2 ka
bilyon, niingon nga inig-pirma ni Labella sa Memorandum of Agreement (MOA),

matabangan niini ang mga
pobreng pamilya ug ang kooperatiba mismo.
Sa iyang bahin, niingon
si Labella nga nakauyon siya
nga FONUS Cebu ang moserbisyo sa ilang programang
“pauper’s burial” tungod kay

kini pederasyon sa mga kooperatiba nga gilangkoban sa 23 ka mga primary cooperatives.
Ang Board of Directors sa FONUS mao
sila si Limocon sa Lamac MPC, Vice Chair
Noel Nuñez sa Fairchild
Cooperative,
Emma
Carriaga sa Sibonga
MPC, Lito del Castillo
sa Mandaue Vendors
Cooperatives (MAVENCO), Leonor Amodia sa
Cordova MPC, Aurea
de Ramayo sa Cordova
College Cooperative ug Anecito Carillo sa CARWASSCO. Ang board secretary
si Elias O. Baquero sa Cebu
Newscoop, samtang ang
FONUS treasurer si Neomelito Nuñez sa Cordova MPC.
PR

H2 Working Visas alang sa Pilipinas
ANG Pilipinas gitugutan
na sab sa pagsalmot sa H2
temporary working visa sa
Estados Unidos human ang
Pilipinas gidid-an sud sa
duha ka tuig.
Ang U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS)
nipahibaw nga moepekto
ang maong balaodnon sa Enero 19, 2021.

Nasuta sa DHS nga ang
pagdugang balik sa Pilipinas
sa listahan sa mga eligible
nga mga nasud makatabang
sa interes sa Estados Unidos.
Ang mga federal agencies
sama sa U.S. Department of
Defense ug sa U.S. Department of Interior niangkon
nga ang pagpabalik sa Pilipinas makadugang sa gikina-

hanglan ug importanteng
sangkap sa U.S. workforce
sa Guam ingon man sa Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands (CNMI).
Ang mga Pilipino nga interesado mahimo na karon
muapply alang niining temporary visas kon sila eligible
ug kon dunay U.S. employers
nga nitanyag kanilag trabaho.

sa Siyudad sa Mandaue
ANG kagamhanan sa
Siyudad sa Mandaue nihatag og lugway sa deadline
pag-renew sa mga business
permits ngadto na sa Marso
31, 2021.
Kini human ang Ordinance no. 15-2021-1614 nga
gipangamahanan ni Konsehal Carmelino del Mar Jr.,
gipasar ug giaprubhan niadtong Miyerkoles, Enero 13,
2021.
Ang deadline sa pag apply alang sa business permit
renewal gitakda unta karong
Enero 20.
Si manlalaban Lizer Malate, pangulo sa Business
Permit and Licensing Office
(BPLO) sa siyudad nibutyag
nga ang Mandaue City Commerce and Industry (MCCI)
nagsigeg pangayo og lugway
sukad pa sa niaging tuig tungod kay ang mga patigayon
nag adjust pa sa bag-ong
sistema sa Electronic Business Permit and Licensing
System (e-BPLS).

Ang lugway sa renewal
period gi skedyul kada barangay cluster aron paglikay
nga mahpunsispk ang mga
tawo. Ang siyudad adunay
15 ngadto sa 17 ka libo nga
mga business registrants.
Sunod
semana
ang
BPLO mahsigod na og release sa mga business permits sa ilang buhatan.
Gawas sa main office gigamit sab nila ang
Mandaue City Cultural and
Sports Complex. Nag establisar sab ang BPLO og upat
ka satellite help desks nga
anaa nahimutang sa Parkmall, Insular Square, Pacific Mall, ug sa buhatan sa
Mandaue Investment Promotions Action Center (MIPAC).
Giawhag sa BPLO s ang
mga nanag-iyag parigayon sa pagsumiter sa ilang
applications sa dili pa ang
giyakda nga deadline aron
malikayan ang penalties kon
silot.
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