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STOP TO WATER
SCHEME SOUGHT
Tuburan folks support LGU in case against firm

DOZENS of people from
Tuburan, Cebu held a lighting
rally in front of the Hall of Justice in Toledo City last January
22, 2021 in support of the petition by the Local Government
Unit (LGU) to rescind the joint
venture deal with SAVS Tuburan Water Corp.
The joint venture agreement between Tuburan LGU
and SAVS must be rescinded
by the court because the private company only wants to
earn money without investing
to improve the water system,
said their placards.
On that day, the Toledo City Regional Trial Court
(RTC) Branch 29 has scheduled a hearing for pre-trial on
the case filed by Tuburan LGU
against SAVS and its president, Arlene Villaroel.
Tuburan Vice Mayor Democrito “Aljun” Diamante said
that in the joint venture, SAVS
promised to invest about P500
million to improve the water
system which was used to be
operated by the municipality.
However, Aljun said that
in two years time, SAVS and
Villaroel just billed and collected payments from consumers
with poor water service.
Aljun added that SAVS
and Villaroel collected and
earned about P10 million
from the water system without

investing a single centavo as
agreed in the deal.
As a result, the Tuburan
Municipal Government got
back the water system from
SAVS Tuburan Water Corp.
last July 7, 2020 pending the
court decision to rescind the
joint venture because the people were suffering from lack of
water.
Aljun said that they are not
interested in recovering the P10
million collected and earned by
SAVS in two years. What is important is for the municipality
to get back the water system for
the sake of the people.
Mayor Danilo M. Diamante said the Tuburan LGU
has spent about P8 million for
re-piping and improvement of
the water system which used
to be handled by the munic-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
ipality but was operated by
SAVs for years.
The P8 million water project was completed last December 2020 making water supply
available to the Tuburan consumers 24 hours a day.
“The people of Tuburan,
Cebu are now enjoying sufficient water supply despite an
ongoing legal battle before the
Regional Trial Court,” Mayor
Diamante said.
The RTC in Toledo City
postponed the hearing for
pre-trial of the petition last
January 22, 2021 after the defendant, SAVS Tuburan Water Corp. asked to resolve first
its affirmative defenses to the
complaint.
Atty. Donato Villa Jr. of

the Cebu Provincial Legal Office and counsel for Tuburan
LGU, said that the move further delays the case that was
filed on March 3, 2020.
Villa added that the next
hearing for pre-trial was rescheduled by the court on
March 12, 2021.
Atty. Rodulfo Dacalos Jr.,
another counsel for Tuburan
LGU said he hope that the
court will deny the affirmative
defenses of SAVS Tuburan
Water Corp.
Earlier, Dacalos said the
court denied the injunctive relief, citing general welfare.
Villa said that the people of
Tuburan should not suffer for
SAVS failure to invest to improve the water system as it is
stated in the joint venture deal.
In the petition to rescind

RALLY. PEOPLE OF TUBURAN, CEBU HELD A LIGHTNING RALLY AGAINST SAVZ WATER SYSTEM.

the deal, the Tuburan LGU alleged that in two years of operations by SAVS, from the start
until July 7, 2020, the water
distribution of Tuburan was
poor and the improvement
that was promised as stated
in the joint venture agreement
was never materialized.
Aside from the poor water distribution to consumers,
the water of Tuburan was allegedly positive of fecal coliform based on water analysis
conducted by Cebu Provincial
Health Office laboratory.
For his part, SAVS Tuburan Water Corp. president
Arlene Villaroel issued a final
demand against the municipal government to cease and
desist from interfering or obstructing company operation
and management.
Villaroel’s demand letter
dated July 3, 2020 was addressed to Mayor Danilo Diamante, Vice Mayor Democrito “Aljun” M. Diamante and
all members of Sanguniang
Bayan, the municipal treasurer and 42 barangay captains.
Villaroel clarified that the
joint venture signed on December 1, 2016 and concession
agreement dated April 25, 2017
between SAVS and Tuburan
LGU has not been declared
null and void and remains to
this day valid and effective.
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Oslob Council authorizes mayor
to receive DOH donation

THE Municipal Council of
Oslob, Cebu has passed Resolution No. 123 authorizing
Mayor Jose C. Tumulak, Jr. to
enter and sign the Deed of Donation with Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) on behalf of
the town’s Local Government
Unit.
Oslob is referred to as
Donee while Department of
Health (DOH) Central Visayas
Center for Health Development is referred to as Donor
relative to its assistance to Oslob LGU.
The Oslob Municipal
Council also passed Resolution No. 139 authorizing Tumulak to enter into and sign
the Tripartite Memorandum
of Agreement between Oslob
LGU which is referred to as
third party, Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) as first party and

MAYOR JOSE C. TUMULAK

Cebu Provincial Government
as second party relative to Yakap Bayan Program.
The local legislative body
also passed Resolution No. 147
replicating the implementation
of Yakap Bayan Program in Os-

lob; Resolution No. 150 changing the position title and salary grade of devolved position,
Nurse III (SG-17) to Nurse I
(SG-15); Resolution No. 151
endorsing the Foreshore Lease
Application of J & C in Cebu
Business Management Inc.,
with Lot Number 5216 located at Barangay Mainit, Oslob,
Cebu; Resolution No. 156 authorizing Tumulak to enter
into contract with PJA Construction, relative to the Local
Access Road Canangcaan to
Cansaloay, Oslob, Cebu at the
cost of P5,968,550.54.
On the other hand, the
Municipal Council of Pilar,
Cebu has passed Appropriation Ordinance No. 04-2020
enacted under Resolution No.
167 Series of 2020, approving
Supplemental Budget No. 032020 for the year 2020.
The Pilar local legislative

body also passed Resolution
No. 165 Series of 2020, authorizing Mayor Manuel P. Santiago to grant Service Recognition
Incentives to all permanent
and casual employees of the
municipality for fiscal year
2020.
The Municipal Council
also passed Resolution No.
166 Series of 2020, approving
Supplemental Investment Program (SIP) of LGU-Pilar, Cebu
for the year 2020.
In Pinamungajan, Cebu,
the Municipal Council passed
Appropriation Ordinance No.
06 enacted under Resolution
No. 183 Series of 2020, approving Supplemental Budget No. 06, appropriating
P2,346,351.72 from General
Fund Proper for various expenditures.
The Municipal Council also
passed Ordinance No. 41-2020

enacted under Resolution No.
176 Series of 2020 transferring augmenting Seminars and
Training Expenses of the office
of municipal accountant in the
amount of P10,000.00 to Office Supplies Expenses.
The local legislative body
also passed Ordinance No.
42-2020 enacted under Resolution No. 184 Series of 2020,
approving the augmentation of
appropriation from traveling
and training expenses of different Pinamungajan offices in
the amount of P409,000.00.
Resolution No. 182 Series
of 2020 was also passed adopting and approving the minutes
of the Municipal Development
Council meeting held last
December 18, 2020 and the
2020 Supplemental Investment Plan No. 5 in the amount
of P945,000.00. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Samboan Council passes budget
Poro okays P2.2M
supplemental budget
THE Municipal Council
of Poro, Cebu has passed Appropriation Ordinance No.
06-S-2020 enacted under
Resolution No. 276-S-2020
approving
Supplemental
Budget No. 06-S-2020 in the
amount of P2,257,928.80.
The funds come from
the town’s General Fund
which is savings from vacant positions for office expenditures.
The Poro Municipal
Council also passed Ordinance No. 11-s-2020 enacted under Resolution No.
258-s-2020 prescribing the
rates/fees, rules and regulations for the use of Lawn
Tennis Court located at
Reclamation Area, Barangay Eastern Poblacion.
The local legislative
body also passed Resolution
No. 275-S-2020 approving
Supplemental Investment
Program (SIP) No. 07, for
the year 2020.
In Ronda town, the Municipal Council has passed
Appropriation Ordinance
No. 17 Series of 2020 appropriating the amount of
P739,498.14
chargeable

against the 20% Development Fund of the year
2018 as labor counterpart
for the construction of six
classrooms, 3-storey school
building at Can-abujon Elementary School undertaken
by Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc. (RAFI).
The Ronda Municipal
Council also passed Appropriation Ordinance No.
20 reverting the amount of
P789,617.12 from savings of
vacant positions of different
departments.
Supplemental
Budget
No. 6 was also passed for the
grant of One Time Service
Recognition Incentive (SRI)
for the year 2020 to 74 regular and casual employees
and municipal officials.
The local council also
passed Ordinance No. 21
imposing parking fees for
every motor vehicle parked
on designated marking areas established within the
immediate surroundings of
Ronda Municipal Hall and
for other purposes.
Resolution No. 59 was
also passed authorizing
Mayor Terence Mariano Y.

THE Samboan Cebu Municipal Council has passed
an appropriation ordinance
enacted under Resolution
No. 2020-112 providing
appropriations for General Fund in the amount of
P1,163,000.00 and for 20%
Development Fund amounting to P1,950,000.00.
The local legislative body
also passed Appropriation
Ordinance No. 5-2020 enacted under Resolution No.
2020-114 providing appropriations by transferring
funds from the Office of the
Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator to
the Office of the Mayor in the
amount of P24,222.19.
Appropriation
Ordinance No. 7-2020 enacted under Resolution No.
2020-135 was also passed
providing appropriations to
General Fund amounting to
P1,462,000.00.
The Municipal Council
also passed Appropriation
Ordinance No. 8-2020 en-

acted under Resolution No.
2020-148
appropriating
P660,000 for General Fund.
Ordinance No. 8-20206 enacted under Resolution No. 2020-128 was also
passed amending Chapter
V Article G Section 5G.01 of
the 2007 Revised Revenue
Code of The Municipality of
Samboan, amending the tees
imposed on vehicles/passenger bus, heavy equipment.
Resolution No. 2020-108
was passed approving the 4th
Supplemental
Investment
Plan 2020 in the amount of
P3,113,000.00. Resolution
No. 2020-134 approved the
6th Supplemental Investment Plan of 2020 amounting to P1,462,000.00.
In San Francisco, Camotes Island, Cebu, Appropriation Ordinance No.
2020-28 enacted under
Resolution No. 186-2020
was passed appropriating
P299,000.00 for various
projects.
Appropriation
Ordi-

nance No. 2020-29 enacted
under Resolution No. 1882020 was also passed appropriating P1,110,000.00
for the granting of service
recognition incentive (SRI)
for municipal officials and
employees of San Francisco
LGU.
Appropriation Ordinance
No. 2020-30 enacted under
Resolution No. 189-2020 appropriating P1,410,000.00
for the granting of gratuity
pay for contract of service
and job order workers of San
Francisco LGU. 170.
The Municipal Council
also passed Ordinance No.
2020-179 enacted under
Resolution No. 183-2020
creating a Special Account in
General Fund (SAGF).
It also passed Ordinance
No. 2020-180 enacted under
Resolution No. 184-2020 declaring Public Utilities (PUs)
and Other Local Economic
Enterprises of San Francisco and for other purposes.

Blanco to enter into and sign
on behalf of the municipality
a Tripartite Memorandum
Agreement with National
Irrigation
Administration

(NIA) represented by Bohol-Cebu-Siquijor Irrigation
Management Office Acting
Division Manager Vilma I.
Uayan; and Malalay-Langin

Irrigators Association, Inc.,
of the Malalay-Langin Pump
Irrigation System represented by president Macario
Segovia. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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LTO 7 asks motorcycle owners:
Claim plates now
DIRECTOR
Victor
Emmanuel Caindec of the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) 7 has urged motorcycle owners in Central Visayas who registered their
motorcycles from February
to April of 2018 to claim
their number plates now in
SM Seaside City Cebu.
Caindec told Cebu Business Week that LTO 7 has
officially started the motorcycle plate distribution last
January 19, 2021.
A total of 18,879 motorcycle plates are ready
for pickup in SM Seaside
Seaview Wing at South
Road Properties (SRP)
where the distribution center is located.
However, Caindec said
that getting motorcycle
number plates would need
an appointment and confirmation from their text line.
He said the printing
of motorcycle plates was
done in LTO Central Of-

fice in Manila. This means
that whatever they receive
in LTO 7 will be inventoried and distributed to the
rightful claimants.
The first batch of motorcycle plates was received
by LTO 7 last December
2020. The agency urged
all motorcycle owners who
are listed in the first batch
to set their appointment
through 0947-349-9965.
Caindec said that details such as plate number
and motor vehicle (MV) file
number, date of the first
registration, and name of
the owner are needed for
verification.
“Secure an appointment and a confirmation
because we will not entertain you if you did not set
an appointment thru our
text line,” said RD Caindec.
Once the motorcycle
owner received a confirmation from LTO 7, he or she
should bring the photocopy

of his/her official receipt;
certificate of registration;
and valid government ID.
“If a representative will
pick it up, a notarized authorization letter should be
presented, together with
the photocopy of the government-issued ID of both
the owner and the representative,” said RD Caindec.
Likewise,
all
company-owned vehicles shall
have a notarized special
power of attorney, a secretary certificate, and a photocopy of the valid government-issued ID of the secretary and the authorized
representative.
Releasing time will be
from Monday to Friday,
2:00PM to 6:30PM.
“We would also like
to inform the public that
getting your motorcycle
plates are for free, we do
not charge anything.” PR/
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

LTO 7 partners with truck drivers in Cebu for road safety
LAND Transportation
Office (LTO) 7 has partnered with the Visayas Unified Truckers Association
Inc., (VUTAI) to address
the issues faced by truck
drivers in Metro Cebu.
The
public-private
partnership was sealed in
a meeting last January 5,
2021 with LTO 7 Director
Victor Emmanuel Caindec and VUTAI President

Leoncio Cubarol Jr.
One of the issues raised
during a seminar organized
by VUTAI and attended by
about 50 truck drivers was
the inspection of trucks
during registration.
Caindec assured them
of an on-site monthly registration and conducting
truck inspections on their
choice of location for those
renewing registrations.

Caindec also initiated
a dialogue between VUTAI
and Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia last January
7, to address concerns on
truck bans imposed by the
different local government
units.
Cubarol said the issue
on truck ban in Cansaga
Coastal Road was raised
to Garcia. The coastal area
in Tayud, Consolacion to

Liloan is closed to trucks
from 5:00 AM to 9:00 PM.
Cubarol added that the
traffic in the area is not
caused by trucks but by ongoing drainage construction.
Caindec
highlighted
the importance of education program to the truck
drivers. He emphasized the
rules imposed to license
owners and that drivers

require constant re-education.
On the other hand,
Caindec also tapped Regional Highway Patrol Unit
(RHPU) 7 Chief PCol. Irwin
Rebellion to support the
partnership with the private sector.
VUTAI initiated a surprise drug test conducted
right after the seminar. PR/
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Law to protect public from motorcycle-related crimes
SENATOR Richard J.
Gordon has reiterated that
the Motorcycle Crime Prevention Law will protect the
public from crimes committed using motorcycles and
will help secure the motorcycle owners and riders from
being victimized and used by
criminals for illegal and brutal acts.
In a press release to Cebu
Business Week, Gordon,
author of Republic Act No.
11235, pointed out that the
number of people being killed

by riding-in-tandem assassins in the Philippines continues to rise, hence, there is
an urgent need for the implementation of the measure.
Based on the monitoring
of his office, he said, there
have been 147 victims of motorcycle-riding gunmen reported in the news from January 1 to December 31, 2020,
while there have been eight
(8) victims from January 1 to
16 of the current year.
“These assassins continue to terrorize the country

and people are being murdered just like that even at
this time of a pandemic. The
continuous and unabated
killings is increasingly alarming. Masyado nang talamak
ang mga patayan,” said Gordon.
R.A. 11235 mandates the
use of bigger, readable, and
color-coded plates so that
motorcycles used in crimes
can be easily identified and
the use of stolen number
plates can be prevented, as
well.

The old plate measures
200mm x 225mm, while the
new plate measures 235mm
in width and 135mm in
height.
The law also requires the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO) to maintain a registry
of motorcycles to facilitate
information retrieval for official investigation and law
enforcement purposes.
Gordon is requesting the
LTO to immediately set up
the needed computers and
implement the new number

plates for motorcycles.
He presented a photo of
the old plate alongside the
new plate to show that the
new one is not as big as how
it is misleadingly described
by some individuals.
On November 20, 2020,
LTO chief Assistant Secretary Edgar C. Galvante said
in a letter addressed to the
Senate President that their
target for the full delivery of
the 13-million backlogs in
motorcycle plates is by May
2022.

4

Cebu Business Week

January 25 - 31, 2021

OPINION

Red-tagging UP stupid
Defense chief Delfin
Lorenzana must have
thought unilaterally abrogating the UP-DND
accord a stroke of genius.
Obviously, this move supposedly advances the administration’s red-tagging
efforts. It has become a
major message of the socalled DDS. Yet, I beg to
disagree with them. Let
me show how stupid this
move turned out to be.

Weekly Notes

Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya

Timing
Sec. Lorenzana and the rest of the red-tag cabal justified
the move as stopping recruitment activities of NPA rebels inside UP campuses especially the one in Diliman. The secretary
should have waited after the Covid-19 crisis. Or when face-toface classes have resumed. Today, the UP faculty and their students sit behind their laptops, PCs, tablets, or cell phones at the
comforts of their homes. Will a rebel recruiter roam around a
deserted campus? I think they are not stupid. But those who
insist on entering the deserted campus to catch the Reds are.
Faulty intel
Aside from the obvious mistake of alleged rebel recruitment
inside the campus at a time of online classes, his proof of recruitment includes glaring mistakes. Despite the huge intel funds, he
listed supposed UP graduates killed in encounters with government forces as his proof. He then demanded for the UP administration as his condition for holding a dialog. But the list is faulty.
Grace Cantal, a former Sun.Star editor in Cagayan de Oro,
said her daughter Myles Cantal Albasin is a political prisoner
for three years now. She is alive, not dead. Lorenzana’s list included Rachel Mae Palang who studied Velez College, not UP.
In a list posted online, Lorenzana included the late famous director Behn Cervantes who died of illness at his home; Alex Padilla who became a Customs commissioner during the time of
Pres. Cory Aquino; and the head of Singapore’s Agence France
Presse Roberto Coloma. Lorenzana also named journalist Roel
Landingin, playwright Liza Magtoto, lawyers Raffy Aquino
and Roan Libarios, and the president of the Institute for Social
Entrepreneurship in Asia Liza Dacanay.
We can only ask where did the huge intel funds go? Or no
matter how much intel funds you allocate, it obviously would
not make stupid intel officers intelligent. Maybe richer.
More critics
There may be more critics of the administration of President Rodrigo Duterte in UP along with the alumni compared to
other schools. But there are also Duterte defenders among students, the faculty, and graduates like Spox Harry Roque. However, after Lorenzana’s move, UP defenders multiplied.
Many surmise that maybe the UP-DND abrogation aimed
to divert the people’s attention from the vaccination controversy. Hmmm. I still do not know how to compute the so-called
300 percent discount.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is the co-founder and director of strategic PR of PRWorks Inc. He is also a member of POLPhil or
Political Officers League of the Philippines. Contact him @
anol_cebu in Twitter)
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Blessing in disguise?
Senate President Vicente
Sotto III must have thought
he was at the set of Eat Bulaga.
But it was a bad joke. Please
do not treat the delay in ordering vaccines as a blessing. The
delay means more Filipinos
might get infected and later
die.
He said the late rollout of
vaccination in the Philippines
may be blessing in disguise.
We get to learn from nations
that are ahead.
“It was like God purposely
wanted the scalawags in our
country to commit those mistakes and cause delays. But
this is also how our country is
learning for the benefit of our

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

people,” Sotto said.
The Senate president did
not just try to justify the delay.
Invoking God as the reason
for going easy on the so-called
scalawags?
The Senate has begun
looking into what could be
anomalies in procuring vaccines. Each day delayed because of incompetence means
more Filipinos will get infected and possibly die.
The longer the delay the
happier will be the suppliers
of smuggled vaccines in the
black market. There are talks
of Chinese nationals in Pogos
had already been vaccinated.
Perhaps, rich Filipinos have

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer
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already lined up for their
black-market supply.
Has the Senate forgotten
about the smuggled vaccines
used by the Presidential Security Group (PSG)? The questionable insistence on Sinovac
by the administration should
also be looked at closer.
These issues should not
be a subject for lame jokes
that justify the delay, Mr. Senate President. Perhaps, you
should also refrain from using
the name of God in vain.
The delay is not blessing
in disguise for the Filipino
people. Perhaps there are people who received blessing illegally.
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OPINION

Business leaders must prioritize workers’ mental health

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Rising coronavirus infection rates, and the accompanying wave of lockdowns
across
Europe,
should prompt managers to
spend more time considering their employees’ mental health, according to the
CEO of staffing group Adecco. Countries including the
U.K., the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, and France
are in lockdown or have
extended restrictions, with

some expected to last beyond the end of the month.
Lockdowns were first implemented last year when the
coronavirus pandemic hit
in early 2020 and have been
reinstated as virus infection
rates have risen during fall
and winter. Workers have
reported worsening mental
health during the pandemic, according to an Adecco-commissioned
survey
of 8,000 office-based staff
in eight countries. In the
survey, 28% of employees
say their mental health got
worse during the pandemic,
and that only 1 in 10 managers exceeded employees’
expectations in supporting
them. This soft skill will
be extremely important to
make sure that in this new
world, managers and leaders
are taking care of their people in the right way. (CNBC)
oOo
Facebook users across
the world were automatically logged out from their
accounts on Saturday (Jan

23). The question “Why did
Facebook log me out?” ricocheted on various social
media platforms as Facebook users sought to find
the cause of the issue. Many
took to Twitter to express
their frustration and confusion. Some users complained of being automatically logged out and being asked to re-enter their
passwords. Others said they
were unable to reset their
passwords. Outage tracking
website Downdetector.com
showed a sharp increase
in reported issues at about
10.30am. More than 4,800
reports were logged around
11.20am. Facebook said at
about 2.30pm on Twitter
that it was aware of the issue
and is working to resolve the
issue as quickly as possible.
(CNA)
oOo
U.S. President Joe Biden
on Friday ordered the faster issuance of pandemic
stimulus checks to needy
families and increased food

aid for children who normally rely on school meals,
an effort to ease Americans’
burdens while Congress negotiates over his proposed
$1.9 trillion economic stimulus package. In the opening
days of his administration,
Biden is emphasizing that
the government must tackle
the coronavirus crisis with
urgency after his predecessor Donald Trump largely
played it down. More than
400,000 Americans have
died from the virus and millions of jobs have been lost.
Biden said his stimulus package to address the economic
effects of the pandemic has
support from business, labor, Wall Street and Main
Street. In an early test of
whether Republicans might
support Democrat Biden’s
plans for coronavirus relief,
infrastructure investment
and tax increases, the U.S.
Senate Finance Committee
voted unanimously on Friday to approve Janet Yellen,
Biden’s choice for Treasury

Secretary, paving the way
for her confirmation by the
full chamber. Biden’s hopes
for speedy action on his legislative agenda and Cabinet
appointments are complicated by the expected trial of
Trump in the Senate as early
as next week and bipartisan
squabbling over operations
in an evenly split Senate.
(Reuters)
oOo
China is falling short of
its commitment to buy an
extra $200bn worth of US
goods over 2020 and 2021.
China agreed to buy the
goods in a trade deal with
the US agreed last January in exchange for reduced
tariffs on $120bn worth of
goods. The agreement was
seen as phase one of a deal
aimed at resolving the trade
war between the world’s biggest economies. Since the
Covid-19 pandemic the US
trade deficit with China has
surged. (BBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Presidential appointees of Bohol in 1946

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

On April 23, 1946, Incumbent Senator, Manuel Acuna Roxas ran for the
President and defeated the
incumbent, the only Cebuano
so far to become President,
Don Sergio Suico Osmena Sr.
The then new chief executive
replaced the appointees of
Osmena with his own. For
the Province of Bohol these
were the new appointees:

Honorio Grupo, appointed Mayor of Tagbilaran, Bohol, June 24, 1946.
Jose Javier, appointed
Mayor of Baclayon, Bohol,
June 24, 1946.
Geronimo Lituanias, appointed Mayor of Loon, Bohol, June 24, 1946.
Luis Gementiza, appointed Mayor of Antiquera,
Bohol, June 24, 1946.
Felicisimo Echavez, appointed Mayor of Maribojoc,
Bohol, June 24, 1946.
Pedro Dumadag, appointed Mayor of Calape, Bohol, June 24, 1946.
Procopio Trabajo, appointed Mayor, and Emiliano Pajo, Vice Mayor of Carmen, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Gabriel L. de Casa, appointed Mayor, and Eutiquio
Bog-ao, Vice Mayor of Batuan, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Aniano Bagoldol, appointed Mayor, and Celerino
Decasa, Vice Mayor of Bilar,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Arcadio Caborte, appointed Mayor, and Getulio
Clarin, Vice Mayor of Sevilla,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Pablo O. Bastes, appoint-

ed Mayor, and Benigno Incon, Vice Mayor of Loboc,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Ismael Conlara, appointed Mayor of Lila, Bohol, June
22, 1946.
Francisco Maglante, appointed Mayor, and Simeon Balatora, Vice Mayor
of Dimiao, Bohol, June 22,
1946.
Sixto Balanos, appointed
Mayor, and Isidoro Inting,
Vice Mayor of Loay, Bohol,
June 22, 1946.
Placido Hortiaza, appointed Mayor, and Adriano
Ignoria, Vice Mayor of Alburquerque, Bohol, June 22,
1946.
Fidel Elloremo, appointed Mayor, and Feliciano Badaili, Vice Mayor of Sikatuna, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Simplicio
Maniwang,
appointed Mayor, and Lucas Isiang, Vice Mayor of
Balilinan, Bohol, June 22,
1946.
Inocencio Paraguya, appointed Mayor, and Mariano
Chagas, Vice Mayor of Tubigon, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Victoriano Baquita, appointed Mayor, and Margar-

ita Roñamte, Vice Mayor of
Clarin, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Bonifacio Banacea, appointed Mayor, and Ambrosio R. Libres, Vice Mayor
of Mabini, Bohol, June 22,
1946.
Agripino Pohoy, appointed Mayor, and Catalino Gelocia, Vice Mayor of Jetafe,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Hermogenes Olaso, appointed Mayor, and Tito
Piezas, Vice Mayor of Guindulman, Bohol, June 22,
1946.
Ruperto Gaviala, appointed Mayor, and Julian
Zamonte, Vice Mayor of
Ubay, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Aquilino Deligero, appointed
Mayor of Anda, Bohol, June
22, 1946.
Eulalio Ucang, appointed Mayor of Valencia, Bohol,
June 22, 1946.
Cruz Galacio, appointed
Mayor of Garcia-Hernandez,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Antonio Galope, appointed Mayor of Jagna, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Pedro Cagasan, appointed Mayor of Duero, Bohol,
June 22, 1946.

Graciano Bertumen, appointed Mayor, and Genaro
Raya, Vice Mayor of Candijay, Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Silverio Salarda, appointed Mayor of Sierra-Bullones,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Eulalio Revilles, appointed Mayor, and Marcelino Rosales, Vice Mayor of Talibon,
Bohol, June 22, 1946.
Serafin Anzano, appointed Vice Mayor of Inabanga,
Bohol, June 10, 1946.
Vidal Hangad, appointed Mayor, and Aniceto P.
Banog, Vice Mayor of Cortes,
Bohol, August 3, 1946.
Placido Barajan, Ramos
Echaves, Filemon Ocay, Luciano Lapay, Santiago Fayot
and Rufo Solijon, appointed
Councilors of Corte, August
3, 1946.
Tiburco Arenas, appointed Mayor, and Isaac Ello,
Vice Mayor of Corella, Bohol,
August 3, 1946.
Vicente Daray, Macario
Daquipa, Mariano Daquio,
Fortunato Malanog, Marcelo Cuajao and Isidoro Grado, appointed Councilors
of Corella, Bohol, August 3,
1946.
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Is a confidential agent liable for possession of firearms?

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

In one of the gathering of
which I was invited a friend
told me that he was enlisted
by the AFP Military Intelligence Group as part of their
confidential agents and he
proudly displayed his firearm
which was issued a Mission
Order.
Is a Mission Order (MO)
or Memorandum Receipt
(MR) or ID as confidential
agent suffice as equivalent to
license to possess a firearm
and to carry them outside of

the residence?
This was squarely discussed by the Supreme Court
in the case of CEDRIC
SAYCO y VILLANUEVA,
petitioner, vs. PEOPLE OF
THE PHILIPPINES, respondent G.R. No. 159703,
March 3, 2008.
This is a case decided
before the Municipal Trial Court in Cities (MTCC),
Bais City where the accused
was charged for illegal possession of firearms. P03
Mariano Labe testified that
on January 17, 2002 on or
about 3:35 in the afternoon,
they were at the Police Station. They received a telephone call from a concerned
citizen from Tavera Street,
Bais City, informing them
that one unidentified person was inside Abueva’s Repair Shop located at Tavera
Street, tucking a handgun
on his waist. They immediately went to the place and
saw one unidentified person
tucking a handgun on his
waist. They approached
the unidentified person

and asked him if he had
a license to possess said
firearm, but the answer
was in the negative.
They immediately arrest
him and confiscated Caliber
9MM marked “SIGSAUER
P299” with 14 live ammunitions with Serial No. AE
25171. The arrested Zedric
Sayco y Villanueva, a resident of Binalbagan, Negros
Occidental.
The accused did not deny
the accusation. He insisted
that he had the requisite permits. Specifically, he had the
memorandum receipt and
mission order together with
memorandum
identifying
the accused as their agent
coming from a commanding officer of the Philippine
Army and identifying said
firearm as a property of the
government of which the
accused shall be responsible
and accountable thereof. It
also carried instructions and
identifying him as the agent
for a conduct of surveillance.
The RTC and MTCC gave
no significance to the docu-

ments. The MTCC held that
the documents did not constitute the license required by
law. The RTC added that, as
held in Pastrano v. Court of
Appeals and Belga v. Buban,
said documents cannot take
the place of the requisite license. The Court of Appeals
wholly concurred with both
courts.
The accused raised the
matter before the Supreme
Court. He insisted that he
is a confidential agent of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). In this capacity, he received the firearm
and ammunitions. Because
these are government property duly licensed to the Intelligence Security Group
(ISG) of the AFP, these could
not be licensed under his
name. Instead, he obtained
a Memorandum Receipt and
a Mission Order. The petitioner further argued that he
merely acted in good faith.
It would be a grave injustice
if he were to be punished for
the deficiency of said documents.

The Supreme Court
through the Solicitor General pointed out that good faith
is not a valid defense in the
crime of illegal possession of
firearms.
The corpus delicti in the
crime of illegal possession of
firearms is the accused’s lack
of license or permit to possess or carry the firearm, as
possession itself is not prohibited by law.
The High Court in ruling
the same cited the comments
of the Solicitor General that
it is a settled jurisprudence
that a memorandum receipt
and mission order cannot
take the place of a duly issued firearms license, and
an accused who relies on
said documents cannot invoke good faith as a defense
against a prosecution for illegal possession of firearms, as
this is a malum prohibitum.
This is relevant today in
the light of cases where former members of the military
or police are involved. Write
us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Trade unions as price enumerators

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Time was when the biggest affiliate of the Trade
Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP), the Associated
Labor Unions (ALU) actively
participated in the quarterly
price monitoring and assessments of all essential goods,
commodities and services in
the market.
The involvement of the
union as price enumerators
was a Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) initiative to help monitor prices of

basic necessities and prime
commodities in public and
private markets, department
stores, groceries, hardware
and construction suppliers
and pharmacies.
With industry unions
from manufacturing and retail services, agricultural and
industrial sectors, I think
this is the primordial reason
the inclusion of the union in
the agency’s campaign for
price monitoring.
It was instituted in the
early years of the implementation of R.A. 57581, otherwise known as the “Price Act”
of 1991. A separate undertaking was established with the
respective local government
units (LGUs) through the
creation of the Local Price
Coordinating Councils (LPCCs).
Modesty aside, the ALU
has the highest numbers of
signed and approved social
contracts with the employers,
among others trade unions in
the country based on records
with the Bureau of Working
Conditions (BWC) of the De-

partment of Labor and Employment.
The price enumerators
were given formal training
by DTI. They were given daily remuneration by the DTI
equivalent to the prevailing
minimum wage in the region. A checklist of consumer goods and products in the
markets for monitoring were
provided by the DTI. It will
take five days of painstaking effort for the appointed
enumerators to complete the
survey. It will be collated and
submit to the agency afterwards.
Most often, taking advantage of the situation
during periods of calamity,
emergency and similar situations, prices of essential
products and commodities
are sometimes excessive
and unreasonable thereby,
creating price manipulation
by some unscrupulous businessmen.
Bringing the issue to
the government’s attention.
Workers are primary consumers and as such ample

protection from profiteers,
hoarders and cartels should
be provided with respect to
pricing of basic goods and
commodities in the market.
Thus, organized labor in
the country led by the ALU
due to significant increase in
prices of food and other basic
consumer goods have called
the Duterte administration
to impose stricter price measures in public markets for
protection of ordinary consumers and workers.
In a fiery and categorical
statement released to media,
the ALU National Executive
Vice President Gerard R.
Seno has expressed outraged
over the spiraling prices of
basic and essential commodities.
The union’s top honcho
urged not only the DTI but
likewise the Department of
Agriculture (DA) to enhance
protection of ordinary consumers, particularly minimum wage earners in light of
significant increases in prices of the basic and essential
commodities.

The two government
functionaries, serving as
front-liners in this time of
health crisis must also move
beyond mere token inspections and other media-ops in
groceries and supermarkets,
Seno added.
Added to this, I think if
the government is serious
to implement the Price Act
for protection of consumers,
then, issuing of show cause
orders as well as notices of
violations to erring businessmen are not enough barometers. They have to be prosecuted and shall be issued a
stern warning.
During these times when
both workers and employers are gradually recovering
from the impact of the health
crisis, my centavo-worth
suggestion is that, it is imperative for the Duterte administration to reactivate
the Local Price Coordination
Councils (LPCC) with participation from the labor sector
to closely monitor prices of
basic and essential commodities in the market.
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PH to benefit from ‘more stable’
global economy under Biden
THE Philippines is apt
to benefit from a more stable
world economy and subdued
geopolitical tensions after
United States President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. took office
on Wednesday.
In
his
inauguration
speech, Biden offered a message of reconciliation, as the
United States looks to restore
alliances around the world.
“America has been tested, and we’ve come out
stronger for it. We will repair
our alliances and engage with
the world once again. Not to
meet yesterday’s challenges,
but today’s and tomorrow’s
challenges. And we will lead,
not merely by the example of
our power, but by the power
of our example,” Biden said.
Finance Secretary Carlos
G. Dominguez III highlighted this passage from the US
president’s speech, saying
this “bodes well for a return
openness to international

trade and investment and
will undoubtedly redound to
our mutual benefit.”
Former President Donald J. Trump had pushed his
“America First” policy and

provoked a trade war with
China. Under his administration, the United States withdrew from the Paris Agreement and the World Health
Organization (WHO).

“Adherence to multilateral agreements like the
WTO (World Trade Organization), climate agreement
and WHO, to mention a few,
will make the world economy

less risky, less volatile and
more stable plus additional stimulus spending by the
Biden administration will
help boost global recovery.
The Philippines will benefit
from all these,” Finance Undersecretary and Chief Economist Gil S. Betran said.
Biden issued an executive order on Wednesday
bringing the United States
back into the Paris accord.
Meanwhile, the Biden
administration is pushing for
a $1.9-trillion stimulus package to drive economic recovery.
The planned big spending by the US government
will help the global economy recover faster, which
will benefit the Philippines
through trade and other
channels, said Michael L. Ricafort, the chief economist at
the Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. (RCBC) in a note
on Thursday.

Digital accounting system registration process simplified
THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) said it will
no longer require taxpayers to obtain a “permit to
use” (PTU) when registering
their computerized accounting systems (CAS).
Revenue Memorandum
Circular (RMC) No. 5-2021,
issued by BIR Commissioner Caesar R. Dulay on Jan.
8, provides for simplified
registration processes for
CAS, computerized books of
account and its components,

including the electronic
storage system (ESS), middleware and other similar
systems.
The new circular replaces RMC No. 10-2020.
Nevertheless, the BIR
said other documents are
still needed for the registration of such systems, which
consist of a sworn statement, sample printouts of
receipts, invoices and books
of account, a copy of the audit trail, and completed BIR

forms.
It said the application
for authority to use CAS or
its components is also no
longer required when applying to register.
During the registration
process, the BIR will also
not require demonstrations
or pre-evaluation before
they can be used. These platforms will be subjected to
post-evaluation by the Revenue District Office (RDO).
Those already holding a

No to delay in PhilHealth premium hike
THE Department of Finance (DoF) said proposals to defer the hike in premiums for members of the
Philippine Health Insurance
Corp. (PhilHealth) scheduled for 2021 and 2022 will
have an “adverse” effect on
the healthcare insurance’s
fund.
The Bureau of the Treasury’s Deputy Treasurer Sharon P. Almanza made the
remarks at a House of Representatives hearing on Phil-

Health premiums.
“The Department of Finance recognizes the intent
of the deferment of the direct
contributor’s premium. We
would like to emphasize the
impact of the national health
insurance fund. It will have
a very adverse effect on the
fund and perhaps the fiscal
space of the PhilHealth,” she
said.
On Thursday, the House
Committee on Health approved House Bill (HB) No.

8316 filed by Speaker Lord
Allan Jay Q. Velasco. The bill
gives the President the power
to defer the increase in premium rates for PhilHealth
members.
“In this particular situation, the scheduled increases
are actually statutory,” according to Marikina Representative Stella Luz A. Quimbo. She added that the resort
to Presidential intervention
proposed by the measure is a
matter of “expediency.”

PTU for the system do not
have to apply again as these
will still be considered valid.
Should major changes occur or updates to the
software, taxpayers have to
submit a new application for

registration, or else the current PTU or registration will
be revoked. In case of minor
changes, a written notice
detailing the changes made
must be sent to the RDO or
large taxpayers office.

SSS against suspension of
scheduled contribution hikes
THE Social Security System (SSS) is against proposals to suspend any increases
in its members’ contributions.
“The SSS respectfully
expresses its opposition to
the proposals because of its
expected financial impact on
the financial health of the
SSS,” said SSS President Aurora C. Ignacio.
Ignacio also added that
deferring the hike will affect
the fund’s ability to provide
for pensioners, members,
and their beneficiaries.
She said that the proposals “tend to weaken rather
than strengthen the SSS especially during these diffi-

cult times.”
The Social Security Act
of 2018 called for contribution increases in 2019, 2021,
2023, and 2025.
Recently, the House Committee on Government Enterprises and Privatization
approved House Bill (HB)
No. 8317, filed by House
Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q.
Velasco, which allows the
President to suspend increases in contributions by
SSS members.
The Committee’s chairman, Parañaque City Representative Eric Olivarez, said
a committee report on the
approval of HB 8317 will be
submitted Monday.
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Tilapia ideal pandemic food
THE Nile tilapia promotes food security amid
the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic.
“Tilapia is a hardy fish, a
fast grower, and is preferred
by Filipinos,” said Eduardo
V. Manalili, director of the
Inland Aquatic Resources Research Division of the
Department of Science and
Technology’s
Philippine
Council for Agriculture,
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Development (DoST-PCAARRD).
Manalili added that what
we need now, especially this
pandemic, is food for poor
households and tilapia is a
great commodity to our culture.

“We introduced tilapia
because it’s easy to breed and
easy to grow and now it’s the
second most important fish
next to milkfish,” said academician Rafael D. Guerrero
III, a member of the Agri-

cultural Sciences Division of
the National Academy of Science and Technology (NAST)
Philippines.
The tilapia industry provides valuable income and an
affordable source of animal

protein for the growing population, particularly those
that depend on agriculture
and fishing for livelihood. A
June 2020 World Bank report states that, although
poverty among farmers and

fisherfolk has fallen over
time, it remains far higher
than the national average,
and nearly three times greater than poverty among urban
households.
Apart from the Nile tilapia, common carp and mudfish round out the top three
most important commercially caught freshwater fishes
in 2017 with a value of over
P3 billion pesos, according
to 2018 data from the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA). All three species are
introduced (or evolved in
one environment and then
introduced by humans into
another), with the Nile tilapia accounting for half of the
total value.

DOLE-7 SEnA’s accomplishments CCCI Releases Official List
THE Single-Entry Approach (SEnA) program of
the Department of Labor
and Employment Region
7 DOLE-7) has awarded
2,572 workers an accumulated amount of more than
Seventy-Four Million Pesos
(P74M) amid the pandemic.
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton, said
the monetary benefits were
the accumulated amount
awarded to workers who
sought help through SEnA
from January to December
2020.
“During the implementation of the Enhanced Community Quarantine or ECQ,
the DOLE was also prohibited from conducting SEnA
conferences for the safety
and welfare not just of the
DOLE staff but also of the
customers. It was in May
when we registered the least
number of requests for assistance or RFAs,” said Siaton.
October 2020 registered
the biggest amount awarded to affected workers at
Php15.2 Million. December
came in next with Php14.3
Million and on the third
spot is the month of November having Php13.6 Million
awarded to affected workers.
In 2020, the DOLE received and handled a total
2,146 requests for assistance
(RFAs), which mostly included underpayment of wages;
and non-payment of holiday
pay, premium pay, overtime

of Candidates for 2021
Annual BOT Elections

SINGLE ENTRY DESK OFFICER FACILITATING A MANDATORY
CONFERENCE FOR THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT OF A WORKER AND HER FORMER EMPLOYER.

pay, and thirteenth month
pay.
The Cebu Provincial
Field Office (CPFO) handled the most RFAs at 590
with the Tri-City Field Office
(TCFO) closely coming in
second with 568 RFAs. There
were 440 RFAs handled by
the Negros Oriental Field Office (NOFO) and 266 by the
TSSD-Labor Relations and
Standards (LRS). The Bohol
Field Office (BFO) handled
228 RFAs, while the Siqujior
Field Office (SFO) accommodated 53 RFAs.
Recently, the Online
SEnA or e-SEnA mechanism
was launched giving an aggrieved party an option to
file a request for assistance
online instead of personally
visiting the DOLE Office.
Siaton urged the clients to make use of the digital platform in filing their

requests for assistance. If
parties involved have the facilities available, then they
will also have the choice of
having the conferences done
online,” she explained.
The e-SEnA Request for
Assistance Form can be accessed at https://sena.dole.
gov.ph/rfa_form.php.
Apart from the DOLE,
also offering SEnA services
are the DOLE’s attached
agencies, namely: the National Conciliation and Mediation Board (NCMB-7);
Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board
(RTWPB-7);
Philippine
Overseas Employment Administration (POEA-7); National Labor Relations Commission-Regional Arbitration Branch (NLRC-RAB-7);
and the Overseas Workers
Welfare
Administration
(OWWA-7).

THE
Cebu
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) through its
Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) has recently
named the official candidates
qualified to contend for vacant positions in the 2021
Elections of Board of Trustees on February 26.
In this year’s BOT election, ten (10) vacant seats are
to be filled in.
Three (3) candidates vying for a seat in the industry
sector are Cebu Steel Corporation Assistant to the President, Charles Kenneth Co;
Virginia Food, Inc. Chairman
and President, Felix “Boy”
Tiukinhoy, Jr.; and Interior Basic Export Corporation
President, Jay Yuvallos.
Filling in as candidates
for three (3) vacant seats for
the trade sector are Baker
Bob & Kates Bakery Products
Founder and CEO, Katherine
“Kathy” Cheng; Karllee Trading Director, Karl Antonious
“Karl” De Pio; Prince Retail
Group Holdings, Inc. President, Robert Go; and Cebu

Supergro Products Corporation President & Finance
Manager, Melita Ramos.
Vying for three (3) seats
in the service sector are Lilu
Advertising & Marketing
Solutions, Inc. Managing
Director, Lilo “Lilu” Aliño;
Tanco & Partners Law Offices Founder and Senior Partner, Atty. Joseph Tanco; and
F2 Logistics Philippines, Inc.
Director, Allan Uy.
Cebu Alliance of Tour
Operators Specialists (CATOS) President, Alice Queblatin is the lone candidate
for the sectoral association.
The 2021 Elections will
be conducted through an
e-voting manner in partnership with PWC Isla Lipana &
Co. during the CCCI Virtual
General Membership Meeting on February 26.
Deadline for submission
of ballots is 12 noon of February 26, 2021.
For further inquiries, one
may call CCCI at 232-1421
to 24 and look for Ms. Joy
Segismar or email at info@
cebuchamber.org.
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Only 10 Covid-19 cases
in Bohol: Yap

BOHOL Governor Arthur
Yap said that only ten active
Covid-19 cases were reported
in Bohol this week despite that
the province has 1.5 million
population.
They were able to show to
the people that they can handle
the situation even if Covid vaccine has not yet arrived in the
country. They have aggressive
prevention measures against
Covid even if they already open
the tourism economy.
This week, Bohol has
about 800 recovered cases,
only 18 deaths, and only 10 active cases.
“Hopefully, it will disappear soon. But we have to be
realistic. We should not fear
because the issue is not whether there is Covid or no Covid
but on how to prevent Covid
from spreading. We must control its morbidity, mortality
and infection,” Yap said.
Yap said several parts of
the world have increased Covid

cases but not in Bohol.
Yap found out that requiring senior citizens and the youth
21 years old and below is more
dangerous considering the impact on one’s psychological state.

“I believe that senior citizens and youth have never gone
to this kind of experience before
Covid-19. For me, banning them
from going out is really insufferable. So, I decided that while we

coordinate with the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF), we did
what is appropriate,” Yap said.
As early as April 2020 or
one month after the lockdown
order, he allowed senior citizens and youth to go out and
attend some transactions three
days a week.
It was harvest season in
Bohol when the government
declared a lockdown. Yap allowed farmers to harvest their
crops so they will still have
food. The youth helped their
parents. The fisherfolks were
allowed to continue fishing.
Hence, food security remained
stable.
He said the general fundamental policy on ingress and
egress in Bohol are the same.
The difference lies on the quarantine facilities of LGUs or the
number of quarantine days.
They cannot demand reduction of days because if something happens, it would also be
their responsibility.

The general policy on APOR
(Authorized Persons Outside
Residence), Locally Stranded
Individuals (LSI) and Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFWs) is
attuned to IATF. Bohol Province has removed all its rules to
avoid additional burden.
“All our rules and regulations are copied from IATF to
have a uniform implementation. A returning LSI or OFW
shall be received by their own
LGU. The local health situation in their town is part of the
Administrative Code and Local
Government Code.
“If the town is strict, that
is part of its responsibility. We
should respect the decision of
mayors. Ask them or the municipal health officer about the rule.
Our record shows 800 recovered
Covid-19 cases, 18 deaths and 10
active cases. Maybe we are doing
something right. If we are doing
something right, I hope you will
support Bohol authorities,” Yap
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bohol Capitol allots P100K for each barangay
THE Bohol Provincial
Government headed by Governor Arthur Yap has allocated
P100,000 to each of the 1,109
barangays as initial fund for
water system.
Yap told Cebu Business
Week that water is a big problem in Bohol so that it has become a way of life to walk many
distances for many hours to
fetch water and has become a
way of life since time immemorial.
“My decision as Bohol gov-

ernor is to solve it. We should
uplift the living condition of our
least fortunate brothers. In the
society, they need water, and
water is life,” Yap said.
Yap said that they are not
selective. Every barangay in Bohol must be given P100,000 for
water system. They should use
it for water system like water
pipe, water jetmatic pump, and
reservoir.
“We should start from
P100,000. If after the implementation there’s a need to add

more funds in the coming years,
we will do it,” Yap said.
He noted that most of the
poorest towns in Bohol are located in the 2nd District. Let us give
water to the poorest among the
poor people in Bohol who are
mostly living in the 2nd District.
He said that based on records of the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA), of the top 15
poorest municipalities in Bohol,
13 belong to 2nd District.
“That is why I am giving
more time to serve the second

district. I started it during the
last quarter of 2020. I urge all
the barangay captains in the
second district to avail the initial
P100,000 water project. Once
the initial funds will be implemented and they need additional funds, we are ready to add.
Yap said that with water,
you protect the basic health
care system of the barangays
especially that we are in the
middle of a pandemic. We need
fresh drinking water to help in
improving the health situation

of our people.
“If we have water, we can
easily develop the agricultural
farms. If we have agriculture,
we will have abundant food.
So, the issue of water is a local
water development issue. And I
always say that no matter what
will happen to Bohol in the future, especially that we have
achieved our goal to become
the top tourism destination in
the country, we will remain an
agricultural province,” Yap said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bohol towns urged to avail of borrowing program
BOHOL Governor Arthur Yap has urged all Local
Government Units (LGUs) to
avail of the “Provincial Borrowing Program” to finance
their infrastructure projects
at low interest rates.
Yap told Cebu Business
Week that under the Bayanihan 2 Act, Land Bank of the
Philippines and Development Bank of the Philippines
(DBP) were given P40 billion
to lend to the private sector

and LGUs.
If a town will borrow
from Land Bank or DBP for
infrastructure projects, the
interest is only two percent
per annum for the first two
years. If the loan duration
is 10 to 15 years, the normal
bank interest is 10 percent,
but the LGU can negotiate for
a four percent.
“The LGU must borrow
for their infrastructure needs.
Anyway, in the coming years,

the Internal Revenue Allotment (IRA) will be increased
by the National Government
based on the Supreme Court
ruling of the case filed by
Batangas Governor Hermilando Mandanas,” Yap said.
With the SC ruling, 81
provinces in the country can
get IRA increase soon. So,
they can pay if they will borrow money from Land Bank
or DBP.
He said Bohol Province

may avail of loan from Land
Bank or DBP to give more
funds for barangay water system.
“We are giving attention
to the Bohol second district
where 13 municipalities are
classified by the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) as
poorest among the poor. If we
need to spend more funds for
second district water system,
we will do it. Water is basic in
the economy” Yap said.

They have studied a water
impounding project in Buenavista town in the amount
of P6 million. But the Municipality of Jetafe seems to be
not interested. I have to verify
why, since the water system is
for the people.
Yap added that Mabini Spring Development is
his priority. Mabini is in the
3rd District where he was a
congressman for nine years.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Licensure exams moved
from January to March 2021
THE government has allowed the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) to
conduct licensure examinations scheduled from January to March 2021.
“The request of the PRC
to conduct and administer
the licensure examinations
for professionals scheduled
for January to March 2021
was approved,” presidential
spokesperson Harry Roque
said.
According to PRC’s website, licensure examinations
for medical technologists,
sanitary engineers and ar-

chitects are scheduled this
month.
In February, scheduled
licensure examinations are
those for veterinarians, physical therapists, occupational
therapists, geologists, psychologists, mechanical engineers and others.
Those scheduled to take
the licensure examination in
March are graduates of medicine, respiratory therapy,
education and others.
Last year, the PRC postponed licensure exams due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Speed up distribution of Bayanihan 2 subsidies: Gatchalian
SENATOR SHERWIN
Gatchalian urged the Department of Education (DepEd)
to speed up its distribution of
subsidies to students in basic
education under the Bayanihan to Recover as One Act
(Bayanihan 2)
“A lot of students have
been waiting for financial
aid to ease their worries
when it comes to their education needs,” Gatchalian,
chair of the Senate basic education committee, said.
Gatchalian made the call
after the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)

FUn TRiVIA

recently reported that it gave
P5,000 worth of subsidies to
over 54,000 students in private colleges and universities
who have unpaid tuition and
miscellaneous fees.
CHED distributed the
grant through the Bayanihan 2 for Higher Education
Tulong program, which had
a total allocation of P300
million.
Under Bayanihan 2, the
government’s second coronavirus pandemic relief
measure in the amount of
P600 million was allotted
as financial aid to qualified

students in both basic and
higher education.
Qualified students in basic education include those
who are not covered by the
Department of Social Welfare and Development’s
(DSWD) Listahanan, the
Education Service Contracting program, and the Senior
High School Voucher Program.
Last month, President Rodrigo Duterte signed Republic Act No. 11519, which
extended the validity of
Bayanihan 2 until June 30
this year.

Best Quotes

Do you know that…

from Successful People

n Until 1996 Marvel owned the
rights to the word “Zombie”?
n Frank Baum, the creator of the
“Wizard of Oz” got the name for
Oz when he looked at his filing
cabinet and saw A-N, and O-Z,
hence “Oz”?
n The childhood word game
Hangman was the inspiration for
TV’s Wheel of Fortune?
n The word “Checkmate” in chess
comes from the Persian phrase
“Shah Mat,” which means “the
king is dead”?
n Sciophobia is the Fear of shadows?

“Do not train children to learning by force
and harshness, but direct them to it by
what amuses their minds, so that you may
be better able to discover with accuracy the
peculiar bent of the genius of each.” Plato

Now you know!

“The best years of your life are the ones
in which you decide your problems are
your own. You do not blame them on your
mother, the ecology, or the president. You
realize that you control your own destiny.”
Albert Ellis
“Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may
remember; involve me and I’ll understand.”
Chinese proverb
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Biden seeks 5-year extension of
New START arms treaty with Russia
U.S. President Joe Biden
will seek a five-year extension to the New START arms
control treaty with Russia,
the White House said.
It is one of the first major foreign policy decisions
of the new administration
ahead of the treaty’s expiration in early February.
“The President has long
been clear that the New
START treaty is in the national security interests of
the United States. And this
extension makes even more
sense when the relationship
with Russia is adversarial
as it is at this time,” White
House press secretary Jen
Psaki said in a briefing.

She also said Biden
had “tasked” the U.S. intelligence community for
its full assessment of the
Solar Winds cyber breach,
Russian interference in the
2020 election, Russia’s use

of chemical weapons against
opposition leader Alexei Navalny and alleged bounties
on U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan.
“Even as we work with
Russia to advance U.S. in-

terests, so too we work to
hold Russia to account for its
reckless and adversarial actions,” Psaki said.
The arms control treaty, which is due to expire
on Feb. 5, limits the United

States and Russia to deploying no more than 1,550 strategic nuclear warheads each.
In addition to restricting the number of deployed
strategic nuclear weapons to
its lowest level in decades,
New START also limits the
land- and submarine-based
missiles and bombers that
deliver them.
In a statement, the Pentagon said that Americans
were “much safer” with the
treaty intact and extended.
The Kremlin said it remained committed to extending New START and
would welcome efforts promised by the Biden administration to reach agreement.

Venezuela dictator Maduro remains in power
TWO years ago, the
Trump administration declared it no longer recognized
Nicolas Maduro as the legitimate president of Venezuela.
More than a dozen countries including the European
Union followed the U.S. and
backed Juan Guaido, a little-known opposition leader,
as the Venezuela’s interim
leader.
However, Maduro remains firmly inside the Presidential Palace, presiding over
a grave humanitarian crisis
and dizzying economic degradation.
Guaido and his team, and
the Trump Administration,
deserve credit for coordinating an extensive international

OPPOSITION LEADER JUAN GUAIDÓ (LEFT) AND PRESIDENT
NICOLÁS MADURO OF VENEZUELA (RIGHT).

diplomatic effort under extraordinary circumstances,
which ultimately resulted
in 57 countries across Latin
America, Europe, and else-

where, recognizing his legitimacy.
Earlier this year, Maduro
secured an even tighter grip
on power, resuming control of

Venezuelan Congress, the only
wing it did not domineer following elections in December.
The vote was largely snubbed
by the opposition and condemned as a mockery.
Some analysts say the
loss by the opposition illuminates the failure of Guiado
in appealing to an exhausted
and disappointed Venezuelan
majority.
In a statement last week,
the E.U. pledged to continue
its “engagement” with opposition leader Guaido.
Meanwhile, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo declared
that the U.S. still considers
the Maduro regime to be “illegitimate” and “will not recognize it nor its pronounce-

ments.”
“President Guaidó and
the (old) National Assembly
are the only democratic representatives of the Venezuelan people as recognized by
the international community, and they should be freed
from Maduro’s harassment,
threats, persecution, and other abuses,” he said.
The U.S., E.U. and Lima
Group, a multilateral body established to oversee a peaceful Venezuelan power transition, have jointly broadcast
calls for new, democratic
elections in Venezuela.
It remains to be seen if
the incoming Biden administration will drastically alter
the current approach.

Google bids adieu to giant internet balloons idea Post-Brexit paperwork will be fine
GOOGLE’S parent-company Alphabet bids goodbye
to Loon, a company set up to
build giant balloons to beam
the internet to rural areas.
Loon was a long-term experimental bet from the tech
giant’s “X” business unit. It
was set up nine years ago but
has struggled to make a profit from bringing the internet
to remote places via high-altitude balloons.
The balloons were the
size of tennis courts and
self-navigating.
“While we’ve found a

number of willing partners
along the way, we have not
found a way to get the costs
low enough to build a longterm, sustainable business,”
Loon chief executive Alastair
Westgarth said.
Technology experts said
one of the problems with
Loon was that many people
in rural areas could not afford the 4G phones that Loon
required or weren’t interested in getting access.
“Developing radical new
technology is inherently
risky, but that doesn’t make

breaking this news any easier. Today, I’m sad to share
that Loon will be winding
down.”
The scrapping of Loon
comes one year after Alphabet shut down another experimental business called
Makani, which provided
wind power from gigantic
kites.
These were part of a wave
of eye-catching projects that
helped to forge Google’s image as one of Silicon Valley’s
most ambitious tech companies.

NEW paperwork required to export goods out
of Britain to the European
Union will be fine once businesses have adapted to the
new requirements.
Environment minister
George Eustice said on Fri-

day when asked about delays
at the border.
“There is a familiarization
cost there, but once people get
used to it, I think it will work
fine,” he said adding that “the
bigger businesses are already
coping with his paperwork.”

FRENCH CUSTOM
OFFICERS
CONDUCTING INSPECTION ON A VEHICLE
ENTERING
THE EUROTUNNEL
TERMINAL
POST
BREXIT.
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P80M GAHIN SA DA
ALANG SA ASF TEST KITS

ANG Department of
Agriculture (DA) nigahin
og P80M alang sa paghimo
og lokal nga test kits nga
makamatikod sa African
swine fever (ASF) sa mga
baboy.
Ang DA nibutyag nga
ang mga test kits gitawag og
“ASFV Nanogold Biosensor”
ug kini gihimo ni Clarissa
Yvonne Domingo sa Central
Luzon State University. Kini
makaila kon ang nitakboy sa
baboy ASF ba, hog cholera o
laing mga kagaw.
Si Agriculture Secretary
William Dar miingon nga
ang kit mahimong gamiton alang sa “biosecurity
measures, pag profile sa
mga farms alang sa repopulation, ingon man alang sa

TEST KIT. SI DR. CLARISSA YVONNE DOMINGO (SUKIP NGA HULAGWAY), ANG GAHIMO SA ASF TEST KITS.

NTC makigtagbo sa mga telcos
ANG National Telecommunications Commission
(NTC) nibutyag nga makigtagbo kini sa mga telecom
firms ug sa Department of
Information and Communications Technology (DICT)
aron pagseguro mga hingpit
ug “on time”ang ilang plano
nga improvement niining
tuiga.
Ang unang semana sa
Pebrero mao ang unang
binuwan nga tigom sa NTC,
DICT ug mga telcos.
Matud sa NTC ila gyud
iduso ang “front-loaded implementation” sa roll-out
plans sa mga telcos,ilabi na
sa unang duha ka quarters
sa 2021.
Ang gihimong monitoring sa NTC maoy aksyon

sa bahad ni President Rodrigo Duterte sa milabayng
tuig nga pasirad-an niini
ang tanang telecommunication providers kon dili nila
mapalambo ang ilang serbisyo sa tapos sa 2020.
Sigun sa datos sa Ookla
Speedtest Global Index, ang
mobile Internet connection speed sa nasud anaa sa

22.50 megabits per second
(mbps) niadtong buwan sa
Disyembre kon itandi sa
18.49 mbps sa buwan sa
Nobyembre..
Tungod niini, misaka
ang ranggo sa nasud ngadto
sa ika 29 nga dapit gikan sa
34 taliwa sa 50 ka nasud sa
Asya, ug maoy ika 18 sa 46
ka nasud sa Asia Pacific.

surveillance ug monitoring.
Mahimong
i-standby
ang mga test kits sa mga
port of entries alang sa dali
nga pag sampling sa mga
produkto sa karne nga mosud sa nasud, dugang ni Dar.
Ang departamento mipasalig nga makapakita ang
mga test kits og “high accuracy and detection rate”
sanglit nasuwayan na man
kini sa 32 ka commercial ug
9 ka backyard farms sa Bulacan, Rizal, Laguna, Pampanga, Tarlac, Pangasinan,
ug Nueva Ecija.
Libre ang testing sa
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) samtang ang mga
pribadong laboratories mocharge og P3,000 matag
test.

Pagbayad sa business tax nga
walay silot kutob Pebrero 20
GIPANGHIMANGNUAN sa Cebu City Treasurer’s
Office (CTO) ug sa Business
Permit and Licensing Office
(BPLO) ang tanang magpapatigayon nga panahon na
sa pagrenew sa ilang mga
business permits ug licenses
alang sa tuig 2021.
Nagpahinumdum
sab
kini nga kutob ra sa Pebrero
20 ang pagbayad sa business
tax ug ubang bayronon nga
walay silot o penalty.
Si Mayor Edgardo Labella nimando sa Cebu Treasurer’s Office nga abagan ang
tanang buot mubayad og
buhis ug hugot nga ipatuman
ang minimum health protocols aron malikayan ang pag-

takboy sa Covid-19.
Mahimong mobayad sa
buhis sa Negosyo Online.
Mahimo sad mobayad didto
sa Business Permit and Licensing Center sa SM City
Cebu apan kinahanglan magpa schedule una og appointment pinaagi sa http://www.
cebucity.gov.ph/.
Dawaton sab sa Business
Permit and Licensing Center
sa SM City Cebu ang renewal
sa Sanitary Permit, Fire Safety Inspection Certificate ug
CCENRO.
Sa mga nakakuha og
Mayor’s Business Permit nga
balido sa tuig 2020-2021, dili
na kinahanglan mo renew
karong tuiga.

DepEd giawhag nga English himuong medium of instruction
SI CEBU Rep. Eduardo
Gullas niingon nga gikinahanglan gyud nga ibalik ang
English isip medium of instruction sa tanang hut-ong
sa edukasyon.
Atol sa gisaulog nga International Day of Education,
si Gullas niingon nga ang
pagka menos sa abilidad sa

mga estudyante sa elementarya ug high school sa pagbasa
ug pagsabot sa English naka
apekto og dako sa ilang abilidad sa Math ug Science.
Tungod niini, ang mga
estudyantemg Pilipino nalandig sa pinakaubos nga
standing sa global reading,
math, and science assess-

ments.
Gipasabot ni Gullas nga
ang mga libro, manuals ug
ubang basahon sa Math ig
Science pulos gisuwat sa
pnulungang English, hinungdan nga maglsod ang
mga tinun-an sa pagkat-on
tungod kay wa man gitudlo
pag-ayo ang English sa mga

tunghaan.
Giawhag ni Gullas ang
Department of Education
(DepEd) nga palig-onon ang
pinulungang English sa mga
tunghaan, himoong medium
of instruction ug maggahin
ug dihang pondo alang sa
bansay bansay sa mga magtutudlo sa English language.

