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VACCINATE FIRST
OFWs, SEAFARERS
MARINO Party-List says they help PH economy stay afloat

THE MARINO Party-List
said that there is an urgent need
to vaccinate first all Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFWs) especially the seafarers to ensure the
continuity of their job abroad.
Rep. Macnell Lusotan
said that he and Rep. Sandro
Gonzales, both of MARINO
Party-List, look forward that
very soon, foreign employers
will require OFWs the Covid
Vaccine Passport.
MARINO Party-List filed
House Bill No. 6779 for the immediate vaccination of OFWs
which was discussed by the
House Committee on Overseas Welfare Affair last Feb.
11, 2021. A Technical Working
Group was created so seafarers and land based OFWs will
be included in government
priority vaccination through
emergency use authorization
by vaccine manufacturers.
Lusotan said it is costly to
repatriate our OFWs who will
get sick abroad than giving
them vaccine dosage to prevent them from getting sick.
If they will be vaccinated, they
will be healthy and immune
from Covid-19 during their
two-year contract duration.
They can go back to work with
health protection and safety.
He said the Philippine Government has a budget already to
buy vaccines under Bayanihan

2 Act and the General Appropriations Act of 2021.
The Duterte administration has targeted to vaccinate
about 70 million of the more
than 100 million Filipinos.
There will be two dosages for
every Filipino. House Bill 6779
is aimed to include OFWs in
the prioritization of Filipinos
to be vaccinated.
Lusotan said the Department of Health (DOH) based
its prioritization from World
Health Organization (WHO).
The OFWs are in priority list
No. 8 and MARINO Party-List
wants to elevate it closer to No. 1.
“If there is a delay in vaccinating our OFWs, how can we
deploy them to work abroad?
The job orders from the differ-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
ent countries have already arrived in recruitment agencies
and manning agencies,” Lusotan said.
Lusotan said the OFWs,
through their remittances,
contributed US$33.5 billion
in 2019. Their huge remittances continue even during
lockdowns caused by Covid-19
pandemic last year. At P48 per
dollar, which is the current foreign exchange rate, the total
equivalent is P1.6 trillion.
He said that without this
huge contribution, the Philippine economy may partly collapse especially that the country has big foreign debts.
He added that there is a

multiplier effect of the US$33.5
billion contribution of OFWs to
the Philippine economy.
OFWs in Cebu and other
parts of the country have savings after buying their family
daily needs. Other OFW families use their earnings abroad
for home business like food
processing where they employ
workers.
“So, the OFW families who
engaged in home business
raked profit and employed
people, while their retailers
also made profit and employed
people. There is a multiplier
effect in making additional income,” Lusotan said.
He said the remittance
centers also make money and
employ people.

He said that a president of
a development bank told him
that if your money is deposited as savings in the bank, it
will multiply nine times. So,
every peso or dollar infused
in the banking system will become P9 or $9. That is how
big the multiplier effect if the
OFW money will be placed in
the banking system.
Lusotan also said that
OFWs have increased the
dollar reserves of the Philippines. “We should have dollar
reserves so foreign investors
who are making business in
the country will be confident
that they can take their money
anytime they will go home because of our foreign exchange
reserve.”
During lockdowns last
year because of Covid-19, Lusotan said the seafarers continuously worked and earned
money, bringing import and
export goods to the different
countries around the world including the Philippines.
He said that even the seafarers in inter-island vessels,
mostly based in Cebu, are the
ones moving goods from one
province to another.
“If the seafarers will stop
working, how can we bring food
supply from Mindanao to Cebu
or from Cebu to other areas of
the country?” Lusotan said.
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Vaccine is key to
economic revival: CCCI

CEBU Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
president Felix Taguiam said
in a Mugstoria Ta program
that the vaccination is crucial for the full recovery of the
economy.
Mugstoria Ta is an online
forum hosted by Assistant
Secretary Anthony Gerard
‘Jonji’ Gonzales of the Office
of the Presidential Assistant
for the Visayas.
“We all should get the vaccine, whether we like it or not.
We need to protect ourselves,”
Taguiam said in the forum.
In a press release, Taguiam pointed out that even
if businesses had started to
open, sales are still down because the public is still hesitant to go out, thereby affecting retail and trade in Cebu.
The CCCI called on its
member-companies to set
aside a budget if they have
funds for the vaccination of
their employees.
Department of Trade and

VACCINATION FOR RECOVERY. CEBU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE INDUSTRY (CCCI) PRESIDENT
FELIX TAGUIAM (RIGHT) IN A MEETING WITH INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE CHIEF IMPLEMENTER
ROY CIMATU. TAGUIAM LAST THURSDAY, FEB. 11, 2021. (PNA file photo by Minerva Newman)

Industry in Central Visayas
(DTI-7) Regional Director
Nannette Arbon said she
would be first in line if there is
a call for COVID vaccination,
adding that there are misconceptions about the vaccines.
“It’s best to look at science.

The fear about the vaccines is
a product of a lack of information. We need to understand
the science of vaccines. The
fact is we need to get this vaccine. We need to get vaccinated so we can get on with our
lives, so we enjoy the better

normal,” Arbon said.
Maria Sostheleen Padilla,
OIC assistant regional head
of the National Economic
and Development Authority
in Central Visayas (NEDA7), also stressed the need for
COVID vaccination.

“What we need to restore
now is confidence in consumption. We need to move both
sides, the supply and demand
side, to pick up. And vaccination is what we need to improve confidence,” Padilla said
during the panel discussion.
The director added that
vaccination would be critical
to further enhance consumer
confidence which is needed to
pump up the economy.
The national government
has committed to using P75
billion for COVID-19 vaccines
for about 60 million Filipinos.
The Philippines is expecting the arrival of the initial
117,000 Pfizer vaccines from
the COVAX Facility by the
second or third week of February, according to the Department of Health.
An estimated five to nine
million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccines are also expected
to arrive in the country by the
second quarter of this year
from the COVAX Facility.

DOLE urged to stop inspections of firms
FORMER
Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) undersecretary Josephus Birondo Jimenez has
requested the government to
stop inspection of business
establishments to revive the
once strong economy.
Jimenez said that because
of the lockdowns to manage
the Covid-19 pandemic, several firms are facing bankruptcy
and have even trimmed down
the number of employees to
survive.

He said that it is sad to
note that DOLE inspectors
will go there and put findings
of violations and impose fines
from P200,000 to P300,000.
“We should have moratorium this time because of
abnormal market movement
and the economy suffered negative Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for all the four quarters
of 2020,” Jimenez said.
He said he has nothing
personal in his comments in
radio and newspapers espe-

cially that DOLE Secretary Silvestre Bello III, DOLE 7 Director Salome Siaton and DOLE
7 Assistant Regional Director
Lilia Estillore are his friends.
He added that while some
business establishments are
now open, they have less or
no sales at all because the people have no money to buy and
millions of workers lost their
jobs. Some people whose savings are depleted can hardly
pay the rental of their houses.
“While we are on abnor-

mal times and we are on crisis,
we should not run after micro,
small and medium enterprises because they strive to pay
payroll obligation. They even
have problem where to get
money to pay taxes. If DOLE
will run after them and impose big fines, the more that
their business will collapse,”
Jimenez said.
He said the government
must even help the business
sector because the businessmen are the ones employing

people and paying taxes which
are the bloodline of the government. It seems that with
the wrong timing in running
after businesses for labor law
violations, the government is
adding problem to the economic sector.
If there are violations, the
employees will go to DOLE
and complain, not that DOLE
inspectors will advise the employees to sign complaints
against their employers. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

First book on “THE ANTI-TERRORISM LAW OF 2020” released
CEBUANO lawyer and
veteran law enforcement instructor recewntly released the
country’s first book on Republic Act 11479 or “The Anti-Terrorism Law of 2020.
Lawyer Clarence Paul V.
Oaminal who has written numerous law books among them
the “Textbook on the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act
of 2002” which was cited by
the Supreme Court in numerous drug cases has released his

book titled, “The Anti-Terrorism Law of 2020, A Manual for
the Defenders of Humanity”.
Senate President Vicente
C. Sotto III who was Chairman of the Dangerous Drugs
Board with Oaminal as his
Vice-Chairman and Undersecretary (2008-2010) wrote the
book’s foreword:
“This book aims to guide
law practitioners and the public in understanding the provisions, most especially the safe-

guards, of the Anti-Terrorism
Law of 2020. As the principal
author of The Anti-Terrorism
Law of 2020 in the Philippine
Senate, I am confident that
this book will address the apprehensions of our civilians
against any abuses in its implementation.”
The Senate President ends
his foreword: “Atty. Oaminal
has devoted his professional
and personal life to promote
justice, protect the nation

from the dangerous drugs and
a champion of our valiant law
enforcers. The efforts of the
author in coming with this
comprehensive manual is truly
laudable.”
Senator Panfilo Lacson,
the Senate Principal Sponsor of
the anti-terror law, and a recipient of numerous awards from
the Philippine National Police,
wrote in his message:
“The manual underpins
the intent and merits of the

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020.
It endeavors to expound the
national scene that validly
presents the well-intentioned
reform and decision-making of
our policymakers. This is one
of the first available references
for all who seek greater circumspection and understanding
about his landmark legislation
that seeks to respond to acts of
terror against the Filipino people, against humanity, and the
Law of Nations.”
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Calooy decries wrong
decisions by politicians

THE Philippine economy suffered not only because
of Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) but also of wrong
decisions by politicians in
government.
Businessman Rey E.
Calooy, president of the Filipino-Cebuano (FilCeb) Business Club made the new conclusion. FilCeb has more than
200 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
Calooy said that looking
at the statistics of Asian countries, the Philippine economy is the lowest. Other Asian
leaders balanced the fight
against Covid and protect the
economy. Politicians are just
managing people and have no
knowledge about economy.
They do not know how to raise
income, and just impose taxes.
Calooy reminded gov-

ernment
leaders of
their supposed two
rules such
as “Corporate”
and
“Service.”
Serving the
people, and
act like a
corporation
without imposing more
taxes.
When
the economy was locked down last
May 2020, Calooy said the
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
secretary suggested that government projects must continue so the economy will also
continue to circulate.

The NEDA secretary believes that government spending is important to accelerate
the economy. But when his
suggestion was not carried, the
economy for the 2nd quarter
of 2020 was 16.5 percent negative Gross Domestic Product

(GDP). The
NEDA secretary resigned.
“So,
the NEDA
secretary
was right,
that if the
e c o n o my
will
be locked
down, don’t
include
government
projects.
Just control
and manage it, especially that
there was no traffic in building bridges, roads, drainage,
and other infrastructure projects,” Calooy said.
Calooy said that we are
technically on economic recession. The world economic

recession happens on three
successive quarters. In the
Philippines, it’s the whole
year of 2020.
Calooy enumerated that
there was point two (0.2) negative GDP in the first quarter
of 2020 even when the lockdown started in the middle
of March. It was followed by
16.5 negative GDP in the 2nd
quarter; 11.5 percent negative
GDP in the 3rd quarter; and
8.3 negative GDP in the 4th
quarter. In the average, it was
9.5 percent negative GDP for
the whole year of 2020.
He foresees that the 8.3
percent negative GDP in the
4th quarter of 2020 will drop
to 7.0 percent negative GDP
in the 1st quarter of 2021 because the economic problem
is a continuation to that of last
year. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Hasten food production to survive Covid-19: DAR 7
DIRECTOR
Salvador
“Salva” Diputado of the Department of Agriculture (DA)
7 said that Secretary William
Dar has ordered the acceleration of food production
program so we can survive
the damage caused by Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19)
pandemic.
Diputado told Cebu Business Week that while there
are threats to food production like the African Swine
Fever (ASF) and bad weather, DA is determined to make
the country self-sufficient
soon.

He said that there
is abundant water in
several agricultural areas in Central Visayas.
But in agricultural cycle, there are times that
rainwater is not needed by farmers.
“If at times that
you are harvesting “palay” and other crops,
we need sunny days to
avoid damages to our produce,” Diputado said.
He said that the situation
of water dams for irrigation
is good and has abundant
supply for planting.

On the other hand,
Diputado said that the high
price of pork in Manila and
in Cebu is caused by low supply and high demand.
“The problem of ASF

in Luzon was not yet
solved. Even the authorities in Bicol Region reported that the
ASF has spread in the
area. In Region 8, eight
towns in Leyte were hit
by ASF and we cannot
control it,” Diputado
said.
He said that even
DAR has requested to
hog raisers in areas not affected by ASF that those who
have surplus pork may help
provide supply to Metro Manila.
He added that in their

price monitoring on pork,
there is a little increase but
not considered as alarming
because sometimes the price
went down. And the prices of
pork in the different markets
are the same.
“We can see in our monitoring that the prices of pork
in Central Visayas are within
the range,” Diputado said.
Businessman Philip Tan
said that before Covid-19 hit
the country last year, pork
was sold in the market at
P210 per kilo, At present, the
pork price is more than P300
per kilo. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Carbon vendors welcome Megawide: coop leader
COOP Leader Shirley
Retuya Cardinez of CVCCO
Multipurpose Cooperative
said that most vendors inside
and outside Carbon Public
Market welcome the coming
redevelopment of the area by
Megawide Construction Corporation.
Cardinez said that CVCCO MPC has waited for this
modernization for a long time
since the second unit of Carbon Public Market was burned
down about 21 years ago.
The vendors at the meat

section of Carbon Public Market suffered due to
lack of customers, and they
dreamed of a new market
building.
“In behalf of our coop
(CVCCO MPC), we have no
complaints against Megawide. We welcome Megawide
which was given a contract
by the Cebu City Government to redevelop the area.
We also believe that Megawide can control if not eradicate criminal activities in the
area,” Cardinez said.

Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella has signed the
contract between Cebu City
Government and Megawide
to modernize the area.
At present, Carbon Public Market is also a haven of
criminalities like snatchers,
murderers, robbers and several bad elements.
In the meat section, Cardinez said it has been inhabited by both rats and cats.
Louie Ferrer of Megawide said that when they inspected the area at one time,

they saw some vendors eating their lunch while the rats
and cats are passing at them
again and again.
“Morag barkada na and
mga ilaga ug mga iring diha
sa Carbon Public Market,”
Cardinez said.
Ferrer said that while
the development will start at
Freedom Park which is across
University of San Jose-Recoletos down to the old Compania Maritima building, they
will just construct the Carbon Public Market building

and maintain it, while the
market authority of the City
Government will manage it.
Ferrer promised that
there will be no increase in
stall rentals in the market
building for three years, except if there is high inflation
rate.
Cardinez admitted for
about two years, Megawide
officials met with vendors
from two cooperatives and
four non-government organizations (NGOs). ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Remembering Sonny O
John H. Osmeña got
to live until 86 years old.
I did not really know him
personally. But I got acquainted with some people close to him. One of
them was his only child,
John-john. This column,
nevertheless, is not about
the son who I hope to
meet again soon.
The former senator
Weekly Notes
had previous brushes Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
with death. He was injured during the pre-martial law Plaza Miranda bombing. Then
months ago, he recovered from Covid-19. A columnist Bong
Wenceslao described him as the last of Cebu’s legislators who
distinguished himself at the national scene. Apparently, after the
death of Cong. Tony Cuenco and Raul del Mar, the others at the
Lower House failed to impress this political observer.
However, I remember JHO or Sonny O’s impact on local
politics and the economy. Sometime during the short stint
of Pres. Erap Estrada for example, the senator who chaired
the powerful committee on finance at the Senate told Cebuanos “pagpuasa mo.” Enraged that Cebu City voters did not
include him in the Magic 12, he deprived the South Reclamation Project (SRP) of national funding. This prompted then
Mayor Tomas Osmeña to fund this crucial endeavor with a
multi-billion loan from Japan.
Of course, he was an ally of a political figure I admired,
Gov. Tingting dela Serna. There were also not so known endeavors like his alliance with the late Rolly Kintanar, who by
1998 to 2001 was already known as the former NPA chief.
In 2004, JHO did things that angered the UP community.
I believed the community ganged up on him and contributed
to his defeat for another senatorial term. I think this is one
tidbit of political history that the Duterte administration forgot when recently it went after the UP community. The resbak
could be a UP community and alumni working against the
candidacy of presidential daughter Sara Duterte-Carpio.
Megawide
Perhaps the faction of Mayor Edgar Labella can win a
compromise between Megawide and the vendors of Carbon
market. That much we can read between the lines during a
press conference organized by the vendors with the help of
pro-Labella personalities. However, the challenge would be
the CFI Cooperative led by Winston Garcia. Some media quarters expect Winston to file a case against the project soon.
Binaliw waste facility
The waste facility in Barangay Binaliw earned late last
year the support of Mayor Labella. After all, the DENR
cleared the facility and it presented a cost-effective waste
management system. However, this did not sit well with an
influential quarter within the Cebu City Council especially after the City Hall stopped the operations of the so-called transfer station in Barangay Inayawan. Naay nawad-ag negusyo sa
Inayawan? O naay nawani sa Binaliw?
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for Strategic
PR of PRWorks Inc. He is also a member of the Political Officers
League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Prioritize vaccination!
Felix Taguiam, the president of the Cebu Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(CCCI), said it well. Vaccination is crucial for the full recovery of the economy.
Even if businesses began
to open, he said, sales are
down. The public is hesitant
to go out. Retail and trade are
adversely affected.
Besides, doing business
under the so-called new normal has become more expensive. A restaurant, for instance, can only accommodate
a lesser number of customers
considering the need for social
distancing. There is the need
to constantly test employees
and quarantine those found
positive, including their companions. And how much is the
cost of regularly disinfecting
the workplace?

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

However, our officials
seem to always stupidly agonize about the need to balance health and the economy.
The excuse for failure often
comes down to confronting a
new situation.
Unfortunately for our
officials, their explanation
makes them look so incompetent when compared to other
forward-looking LGU executives like the young Vico Sotto
of Pasig and Isko Moreno of
Manila.
In Cebu City, we even
have a mayor who insists on
holding press conferences
from home to show he is in
control. But his bloated and
darkened appearance only
elicits more doubts about
his condition. On the other
hand, the antics of the vice
mayor hardly earned him

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

wide support and public confidence.
It seems 2022 considerations are more important
for both Mayor Edgar Labella
and Vice Mayor Mike Rama.
Gov. Gwen Garcia, meanwhile, insists on prioritizing
the economy. She belittles the
alarming Covid-19 statistics
in the island, the importance
of Covid-19 tests, and the
need to hasten the vaccination process.
With Gov. Garcia lording
it over Cebu province with
no serious dissenting voices,
it would be quite a challenge
confronting her about her
controversial views.
Nevertheless, it rests on
the citizenry, along with the
business and medical community, to insists on the need
to prioritize vaccination.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
email: cbw@gmail.com
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Coca-Cola company trials first paper bottle

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Coca-Cola is to test a paper bottle as part of a longer-term bid to eliminate
plastic from its packaging
entirely. The prototype is
made by a Danish company
from an extra-strong paper
shell that still contains a thin
plastic liner. But the goal is
to create a 100% recyclable,
plastic-free bottle capable of
preventing gas escaping from
carbonated drinks. The barri-

er must also ensure no fibers
flake off into the liquid. That
would pose a risk of altering
the taste of the drink - or potentially fall foul of health and
safety checks. But industry giants are backing the plan. Coca-Cola, for example, has set
a goal of producing zero waste
by 2030. (BBC)
oOo
President Joe Biden
has called on U.S. farmers
to lead the way in offsetting
greenhouse gas emissions
to battle climate change — a
goal fourth generation cattle
rancher Loren Poncia set out
to achieve over a decade ago.
Despite working in the beef
sector, a big contributor to
global warming, Poncia has
transformed his Northern
California ranch into one of
the few carbon-positive livestock operations in the country. Experts estimate that
farmers across the world can
sequester a large enough portion of carbon through regen-

erative agriculture practices
to avert the worst impacts
of climate change. Research
suggests removing carbon already in the atmosphere and
replenishing soil worldwide
could result in a 10% carbon
drawdown. Poncia’s ranch sequesters more carbon than it
emits through practices like
rotational cattle grazing systems that allow soil and grass
to recover, applying compost
instead of chemical fertilizers
to pastures to avoid tilling,
building worm farms and
planting chicory to aerate the
soil. (CNBC)
oOo
Britain’s coronavirus-ravaged economy slumped by
9.9 per cent in 2020, the biggest annual crash in output
in more than 300 years, but
it avoided heading back towards recession at the end of
last year and looks to be on
course for a recovery in 2021.
Official figures showed gross
domestic product (GDP) grew

1.0 per cent between October
and December, at the top end
of the range of forecasts by
economists in a Reuters poll.
This makes it likely that Britain will escape two straight
quarters of contraction - the
standard definition of recession in Europe - even though
the economy is set to shrink
sharply in early 2021 due to
the effects of a third COVID
lockdown. Britain’s economy
grew 1.2 per cent in December
alone, after a 2.3 per cent fall
in output in November when
there was a partial lockdown,
leaving output 6.3 per cent
lower than in February before
the start of the pandemic, the
Office for National Statistics
said. (Reuters/CNA)
oOo
U.S. consumer sentiment unexpectedly fell in
early February amid growing pessimism about the
economy among households
with annual incomes below
US$75,000, even as the gov-

ernment is poised to deliver
another round of COVID-19
relief money. The ebb in sentiment reported by the University of Michigan on Friday
was also despite a decline in
new coronavirus cases and
an improvement in the distribution of vaccines. It underscored the so-called K-shaped
recovery, where better-paid
workers are doing well while
lower-paid workers are losing
out. The government provided nearly US$900 billion in
additional fiscal stimulus in
late December, which included direct cash payments to
mostly lower-income households and an extension of a
weekly unemployment supplement. The U.S. Congress
is working on President Joe
Biden’s proposed US$1.9
trillion recovery plan, which
would see more stimulus
checks sent to poor families.
(CNA/Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

President Sergio Osmena’s appointees in Leyte

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Sergio Suico Osmena
Sr., became the first and only
Cebuano to become president
on August 1, 1944, took his
oath in the United States upon
the death of President Quezon. He came to the Philippines on October 20, 1944 together with Gen. McArthur in
the famous, Leyte Landings.
Osmena made Leyte Provincial Capitol as his office. The
following were his appointees
in the Province of Leyte:
Severo Leonardo, Lorenzo Bobula, Pedro Viador and
Pascual Ponfarrada, appoint-

ed Acting Councilors of San
Miguel, Leyte, November 14,
1945.
Vicente Emnas, appointed Acting Vice Mayor of Jaro,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Juan Alticen, Severo Cartalla, Maximo Recabo, Venancio Pontejos, Saturnino
Perlave and Joaquin Suprable, appointed Acting Councilors of Jaro, Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Antonio Marqueda, appointed Acting Vice Mayor of
Liloan, Leyte, November 14,
1945.
Daniel Cabitara, Ponciano
Marto, Francisco Surigao and
Simeon Maano, appointed
Acting Councilors of Liloan,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Isidro Fajuya, appointed
Acting Vice Mayor of Libagon,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Bienvenido Suraco, Fortunato Escabilles, Vivencio Lopez, Teodulo Caindor, Martin
Lona, and Feliciano Solemne,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Libagon, Leyte, November
14, 1945.
Tito Gloria, appointed Acting Vice Mayor of Macrohon,
Leyte, November 9, 1945.
Jose Tindoy, Rafael Joven,
Alberto Miole, Albino Bendijo,

and Julian Mori, appointed
Acting Councilors of Macrohon, Leyte, November 14, 1945
Cornelio Rodriguez, Vicente Hernandez, Adriano Canturan, Francisco Molan and
Raymundo Gaviola, appointed
Acting Councilors of Sogod,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Donato C. Cinco, appointed Acting Vice Mayor of
Anahawan, Leyte, November
14, 1945.
Basilio Ladaga, Teresa
Manalao, Agustin Arayon,
Anatolio Rezma, Rufino Sausa and Luis Torrotoro, appointed Acting Councilors of
Anahawan, Leyte, November
14, 1945.
Hilario Avila, appointed
Acting Vice Mayor of Alang-alang, Leyte, November 9, 1945.
Leon Rojas, Epifanio J.
Pabilona, Fabian Cabalona,
Mariano Morales, Fernando
Hipe and Remedios Aldaba,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Alang-alang, Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Valeriano Tupa, appointed Acting Mayor of Abuyog,
Leyte, November 9, 1945.
Sebastian Regia, Eleuterio Adonis, Teodorieo Brillo,
SOtero B. Austero, Marcelo
Margate, Crescencia Barcelo,

Jorge Napoles and Francisco
B. Maico, appointed Acting
Councilors of Abuyog, Leyte,
November 14, 1945.
Apolonio Tavera S. Honorio, Patricio Tambiling, L.
Nuñez, V. Decena F. Manla,
T. Loreto and Asisclo Vega,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Baybay, Leyte, November
14, 1945.
Primitivo Gopo, appointed
Acting Vice Mayor of Matalom,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Gregorio Kistadio, Antonio Olo, Martin Sofico, Dionisio Pusa, Francisco ALvero and
Restituto Santiago, appointed
Acting Councilors of Matalom,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Jose Virtudazo, appointed
Acting Vice Mayor of Pintuyan,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Aureo Equipilag, Agaton
Silvio, G, Caligner, Eugenio
Clarigo, Ruperto Aboy and
Pablo Pido, appointed Acting
Councilors of Pintuyan, Leyte,
November 14, 1945.
Felix Coraza, appointed
Acting Mayor, and Teodorico
Esclarado, Acting Vice Mayor
of Malitbog, Leyte, November
14, 1945.
Alfredo Bantug, appointed
Acting Vice Mayor of Maasin,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.

Sinforiano Parnal, Floro
Sibi, Tomas Magallano, Rustico Siega, T. Viuda de Gonzales, Anastacio Cotamora and
Josefina Zialcita, appointed
Acting Councilors of Maasin,
Leyte, November 14, 1945.
Domiciano C. Lambo,
Acting Provincial Fiscal of the
Province of Leyte, date of appointment, February 5. 1945.
Mariano C. Melendres,
appointed Acting Judge, Samar, March 27, 1945.
Clementino V. Diez, appointed Acting Judge, Leyte
(Tacloban), June 7, 1945.
Salvador K. Demeterio,
appointed Provincial Governor of Leyte, July 14, 1945.
Ildefonso D. Jimenez, appointed, ad interim, Provincial Treasurer and Assessor of
Leyte, July 14, 1945.
Ildefonso, D. Gimenez,
appointed, ad interim, Provincial Treasurer of Leyte, October 4, 1945.
Marcelo Opus, appointed Acting Mayor of Pintuyan,
Leyte, October 6, 1945.
Godofredo Medina, appointed Acting Mayor of Baybay, Leyte, October 6, 1945.
Alberto Enaje, appointed
Acting Mayor of Biliran, Leyte,
October 6, 1945.
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Impossible Crime

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Is killing a dead person a
crime?
In PEOPLE OF THE
PHILIPPINES, Plaintiff-Appellee, -versus – HESSON
CALLAO Y MARCELINO
and JUNELLO AMAD, Accused-Appellant. G.R. No.
228945, SECOND DIVISION, March 14, 2018,
CAGUIOA, J. The Supreme
Court discussed the requisites of impossible crime:
(1) The act performed

was an offense against persons or property; (2) The act
was done with evil intent;
and (3) accomplishment was
inherently impossible, or the
means employed was either
inadequate or ineffectual.
The third element, inherent impossibility of accomplishing the crime, was explained more clearly by the
Court in the case of Intod v.
Court of Appeals. It was established that to be impossible under this clause, the
act intended by the offender
must be by its nature one impossible of accomplishment.
There must be either (1) legal
impossibility, or (2) physical
impossibility of accomplishing the intended act to qualify the act as an impossible
crime.
Sario Joaquin (Sario),
the lone witness, testified
that while in the flea market, Hesson and Junello discussed a plan to kill the victim, Fernando Adlawan (Fernando) as ordered by one
Enrile Yosores (Enrile). Sario
was not part of the planning
and did not know why Enrile
wanted to have Fernando

killed. In the evening of the
same day, Hesson, Junello,
Remmy and Sario left the
flea market and went to the
house of Fernando. Sario
tagged along because Hesson threatened to kill him if
he separated from the group.
Junello, upon seeing Fernando, approached the latter and
asked for a cigarette lighter.
After Fernando gave Junello
the lighter, the latter struck
Fernando on the nape with
a piece of firewood. Junello
then took a bolo and hacked
Fernando’s body on the side.
Fernando lost consciousness
and as he laid motionless on
the ground, Hesson stabbed
him twice in the chest using
a knife. Hesson then sliced
open Fernando’s chest and
took out the latter’s heart using the same knife. Junello
followed and took out Fernando’s liver using a bolo.
Hesson and Junello then fed
Fernando’s organs to a nearby pig after which they cut
Fernando’s neck and sliced
his body into pieces. Thereafter, the two (2) accused left
the crime scene, followed by
Sario and Remmy. After the

incident, Remmy was killed
by Enrile during the town fiesta of Guincalaban.
The trial court found Hesson guilty beyond reasonable
doubt of the crime of Murder qualified by treachery.
CA affirmed the trial court’s
conviction with modification only as to the damages
awarded. Hesson argues that
he should only be convicted
of committing an impossible
crime. Allegedly, he cannot
be held liable for Murder because it was legally impossible for him to kill Fernando
as the latter was already dead
when he stabbed him.
ISSUE: Whether the
crime committed was not
murder but an impossible
crime. (NO) RULING: Hesson is liable for Murder, not
for an impossible crime.
The third element, inherent impossibility of accomplishing the crime, was explained more clearly by the
Court in the case of Intod v.
Court of Appeals:
The impossibility of killing a person already dead
falls in this category. On the
other hand, factual impossi-

bility occurs when extraneous circumstances unknown
to the actor or beyond his
control prevent the consummation of the intended
crime. The victim’s fact of
death before he was stabbed
by Hesson was not sufficiently established by the defense.
While Sario testified that
he thought Fernando was
already dead after he was
hacked by Junello because
the former was already lying
on the ground motionless,
this statement cannot sufficiently support the conclusion that, indeed, Fernando was already dead when
Hesson stabbed him. Sario’s
opinion of Femando’s death
was arrived at by merely
looking at the latter’s body.
No other act was done to ascertain this, such as checking
of Fernando’s pulse, heartbeat or breathing. More importantly, Hesson is still liable for murder because of the
clear presence of conspiracy
between Hesson and Junello. As such, Junello’s acts
are likewise, legally, Hesson’s acts. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Ratification of ILO Convention to deter Pinoys’ exploitation

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

It was 14 years or so ago,
the International Labor Organization (ILO) was looking ways to promote decent
work in the fishing industry
through the implementation
of a new labor instrument,
the 2007 ILO Work in Fishing Convention (WIFC) No.
188.
The ILO Convention No.
188 was adopted during the
96th Session of the ILC. The
labor instrument is a com-

prehensive code regarding
fishers’ rights and the obligations of member states with
respect to these rights.
Thus, the Chair of the
House Committee on Overseas Workers Affairs, Raymond DC Mendoza with
cross-party support from
Congress has called the present administration to immediately ratify ILO Convention
No. 188 to protect fishing
crew on board commercial
vessels, mostly Filipinos,
and many are facing various
abuses and exploitation including slave-like working
conditions.
Nonetheless, the labor
instrument got an overwhelming support from
governments, workers’ and
employers’
organizations
around the world. But sad
to note that until now, fourteen years after it was adopted only Thailand, the only
country in Asia, along with
18 countries worldwide who
have ratified ILO Convention

No. 188.
Verily, the issue of work
in fishing brings together several countries in the ASEAN
region, for example, Cambodia and Myanmar migrant
workers work on Thai vessels
fishing in Malaysia and Indonesian waters. Countries
outside the ASEAN region
are also important partners,
for example, Vietnamese
workers work on Korean
and Taiwanese (PRC) vessels
and Bangladeshi workers are
employed in the Thai fishing
sector.
“There are 4,225,000
Filipinos employed in the
fisheries industry, representing 12.5 percent of the world
total. The industry sector
provides jobs for some 35
million workers worldwide”,
Mendoza reported.
Notably, due to severe
labor shortages in the fishing industry sector, migrants
from ASEAN region are
sometimes deceived or coerced to work. Most workers

are migrants with irregular
status and therefore have
limited access to grievance or
complaints mechanisms, the
ILO report categorically stated.
As reported, the government allegedly failed to address IUU (illegal, unreported and unregulated) fishing
activities amid sea disputes
with other countries like
China. Though the yellow
card we received from EU
(European Union) for inadequately addressing the IUUF
was already lifted due to the
passage of the new Fisheries Code, still a lot has to be
done by the government.
“A ratification of the labor instrument will not only
ensure protection to Filipino fishing crews onboard
foreign fishing vessels but
likewise provides assurance
to markets of our tuna and
its by-products in line with
the observance of the IUU”,
Mendoza explained.
Consequently, the ILO

report in 2010 stated that
fishing is the most hazardous
occupation in many countries. Fatigue linked to long
hours has been identified as a
serious problem. The rate of
accidents and fatalities could
be quite high.
Highly appreciated is the
positive approach adopted by
Sentro ng mga Nagkakaisa
at Progresibong Manggagawa (SENTRO) for taking the
cudgel at the forefront for the
protection of migrant fishers,
by applying a DOLE Certification as labor inspectors for
fishing vessels.
Predicated on the issue,
“the government has the responsibility to ratify the labor
instrument so that it would
set into motion the enactment of laws and regulatory
framework that will ensure
protection among workers
in the fishing industry and
to enhance the status of the
Philippine fishing industry
and its markers”, Congressman Mendoza stressed.
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Gradual reopening of economy pushed
THE government will
continue its efforts to safely
further reopen the economy
to mitigate hunger among
Filipinos affected by the lockdowns due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
Thus said Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl
Kendrick Chua during the
Coordinated Operations to
Defeat Epidemic (CODE)
team’s visit to San Juan City
on Wednesday.
Chua said they now have
to make a “better balance”
between not just the health
and the economy, but also
between the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases and those who are suffering from other diseases or
hunger.

Chua, also acting director general of the National
Economic and Development

Authority (NEDA), cited the
latest Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey show-

ing that almost one-fourth
of residents in the National
Capital Region (NCR) are

hungry, while the figure is
“much less” outside NCR.
“Thirty percent of the
people still cannot go to work
and 50 percent of the people
cannot take public transport.
That is why we are working
very hard to manage the risk
and see how we can balance
it better so that we can gradually open up. Because my fear
is, the effect on the people, especially the poor, can be permanent, the scarring can be
permanent,” he added.
Chua further said public
transportation is imperative
so people can commute and
work or find jobs.
“In NEDA, we look after
the economy and the economy is really about income,
job, and livelihood,” he said.

Correct prediction of PH -9.5% GDP for 2020
SIX of the 30 institutions
polled by the Department
of Finance (DOF) correctly
predicted the contraction
of the Philippines’ gross
domestic product (GDP) by
9.5 percent in the pandemichit year of 2020.
DOF Undersecretary Gil
Beltran who is concurrently
the agency’s Chief Economist
said that of these 30
forecasts, 10 were a little
more pessimistic, with GDP
estimates ranging from -9.6

percent to -10.6 percent.
The remaining 14 were
less gloomy in their outlook
with GDP projections of -7.1
percent to -9.1 percent for
2020.
“During these trying
times, however, a pessimistic
forecaster, no matter how
confident he might be in his
outlook, would hope that
he be proven wrong. For
if he were to be eventually
proven correct in his gloomy
assessment, that would spell

more economic suffering.
In a sense, such correct
reading of the tea leaves
would give no pleasure to the
forecaster,” Beltran said in
his memorandum to Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
III on the forecasting done
on the Philippine economy in
2020.
The institutions in the list
collated by the DOF include
academic
institutions,
financial services firms, credit
raters, economic consultancy

and research firms, banks,
and multilateral lenders.
Beltran said those who
came out with a less bleak
outlook on the country’s GDP
had unwittingly turned the
table “against the economy
and, by implication, the
government,” because a “less
pessimistic outlook that has
been proven wrong implies
that government has not
done enough as regards risk
management and economic
revival.”

“Moving forward, there
are projections of a rebound
in 2021. We should live up to
those expectations,” Beltran
said.
Beltran said those who
made the correct forecast of
the economy shrinking by 9.5
percent last year were S&P
Global Ratings, DBS Bank,
Capital Economics, Global
Source Partners, Institute
of International Finance
(IIF) and Rizal Commercial
Banking Corp. (RCBC).

P5 maximum interbank ATM fees pushed MVIS no longer mandatory
BAYAN Muna Rep. Carlos Zarate called on the House
leadership to speed up the
passage of a bill that would
set interbank transactions in
automated teller machines
(ATM) at a maximum amount
of P5.
House Bill No. 4019 or
the ATM Fee Regulation Act
of 2019 seeks to regulate
the rate of fees and charges
that banks imposed for ATM
transactions.
Zarate filed the measure
back in 2019 with fellow
Bayan Muna Reps. Ferdinand
Gaite and Eufemia Cullamat.
Under the measure, all
banks operating and providing ATM services shall charge
a standard rate of transaction fee for members and
non-members alike according
to the following:
Ø Intrabank transaction – no charge;

Ø Interbank transaction – not more than P5 per
transaction;
Ø Balance inquiry (interbank and interbank) – no
charge
According to the proposed law, “transaction”
shall include, but not limited
to, balance inquiry, deposit,
withdrawal, and fund transfer.
“Banks are also required
to disclose the amount of fees
they charge and collect from
ATM users for every transaction and post it conspicuously
on the screens of ATMs prior to the completion of any
transaction,” the bill states.
Zarate made the call in
the light of banks implementing another increase in ATM
fees.
Banks already earn profits when the salaries and
wages of workers are coursed

through them by the employers, they should not further
extract profit from the workers who need every peso of
their earnings, Zarate said.
“Why can’t the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas and the
banks also make sacrifices
just like the millions of Filipinos in these trying times.
Pandemic profiteering is truly
abhorrent during this time of
crisis,” the lawmaker added.
Philippine banks have
migrated to a new ATM
pricing model whereby fees
charged to a cardholder for
withdrawal or other transactions are based on the fees of
the acquirer or the owner of
the ATM terminal used.
The new system has generally resulted in higher fees
on transactions using ATM
terminals owned by entities
other than the ATM cardholders’ issuing banks.

DEPARTMENT of Transportation (DOTr) Secretary
Arthur Tugade said PMVICs
should lower their fees to P500
to P800, which are the rates
being offered by Private Emission Testing Centers (PETCs).
The motor vehicle inspection system (MVIS) is no longer mandatory, Tugade said.
The PMVICs’ fees, however, are based on the Land
Transportation Office’s memorandum circular 2018-2158.
The LTO is an attached
agency of the DOTr.
Malacañang has said the
MVIS is no longer mandatory--meaning that there should
be no new or additional fee for
the registration of vehicles.
Local governments and
lawmakers have sought the
suspension of operations of
PMVICs following reports of
alleged corruption and complaints from motorists.

Senator Grace Poe also
questioned why the DOTr in
its PMVIC contracts removed
a provision barring transport officials or their relatives
from operating said inspection centers.
To recall, the Senate committee on public services has
recommended the suspension
of PMVIC operations, which
began in October.
“We can’t see any law that
allows LTO to privatize this
service. If they want to, they
can go to Congress to ask for a
law, they can’t decide on their
own,” Senate Pro Tempore
Ralph Recto said.
Recto added that it was
enforced suddenly and there
seems to be a monopoly.
“There are only 138 PMVICs.
There’s no competition and the
price is mandated. If it’s privatized, there should be competition to lower the prices.”
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69% of Pinoys believe
worst of pandemic is over
SIXTY-nine percent of
Filipinos believed that the
worst is already behind them
with regards to the Covid-19
pandemic, which infected a
total of 543,282 people nationwide.
The Social Weather Stations (SWS) in its poll results on Thursday, February
11, 2021, said this figure is a
boost from the September
2020 survey, which showed
47 percent of Filipinos believed that the worst health
crisis has ended.

The November 2020
SWS poll also found that 31
percent of Filipinos said the
worst is yet to come with the
Covid-19 crisis. This is lower than the September 2020
survey with 47 percent.
The SWS also found
that the people saying the
worst is behind us is highest in Metro Manila with 78
percent, despite being one
of the hotspots of Covid-19,
followed by Luzon at 69 percent, Visayas at 67 percent,
and Mindanao at 65 percent.

CCCI works to rebuild consumer confidence
THE Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) works doubly hard to
rebuild consumer confidence
amid the economic slump due
to the coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) crisis.
Felix Taguiam, CCCI
president, said while most
businesses have resumed
their operations, low consumer confidence and spending
activity remain a challenge.
However, Taguiam expressed optimism about

Cebu’s gradual business recovery while many establishments are still reeling from
the economic slowdown.
“About 80 percent of our
member businesses are already open. But the strong
consumer confidence and
spending are still not there,”
he said.
The economic downturn,
he said, is visible in the low
foot traffic in malls and other
commercial establishments
these days compared to the

FELIX TAGUIAM
CCCI PRESIDENT

SEC warns vs unregistered
cryptocurrency trading service
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has warned the public against
an unregistered “crowdfunding international platform”
for cryptocurrency named
BitAccelerate, BitAccelerateProject.com, BA, and BitAccelerator.
In an advisory, SEC said
the entities promise returns
depending on the number of
referrals and membership
fees collected, thus gaining
new investors is crucial to the
platform.
The platform claims that
people may earn up to two to
eight percent daily, or a total of 350% of their total investments which will be sent
through a robot on messaging
app, Telegram.
“The public is advised not

to invest or stop investing in
any scheme offered by BitAccelerate/BitAccelerateProject.com/BA/BitAccelerator
or any other entities using the
same scheme in digital asset
trading, which promises ridiculous rates of return with
little or no risk,” the commission warned.
It also said penalties
would be imposed on those
involved as salesmen, brokers, dealers or agents and on
entities engaging in unauthorized transactions and activities for violating the Revised
Corporation Code.
Those recruiting for these
services may face sanctions
and they may be criminally
liable, the commission added.
In its advisory, the SEC
reminded the public of the

volatile nature of cryptocurrencies.
“Digital asset trading is
highly speculative and involves a higher degree of
risk. Hence, any promise of
[a] fixed rate of lucrative return is truly ambiguous,” it
warned.
The SEC said it was not
discouraging the public from
investing in cryptocurrency,
and that it was not threatening authorized businesses
and projects.
The commission said the
warnings and laws “are intended for the protection of
both the registered entities
and the investing public from
any anomalies and/or irregularities, which tend to result
from any unlawful or unauthorized operations.”

pre-pandemic level.
He cited retail trade
and tourism as the industries heavily affected by the
pandemic-induced business
slowdown.
Inspite of this. Taguiam
urged the business community to “move forward” and
“reboot” and as much as possible to adapt to the changing
times.
“There is no such thing
as going back to the old norm
already. We need to move
forward. We need to restart.
Businesses have to live with
Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 2019),” he said.
“Covid caught all of us off

guard. No business was ever
prepared for this. We were all
caught flat-footed.”
Moving forward, Taguiam underscored the need
for businesses to “reboot and
repurpose” their operations
to survive these challenging
times.
He noted the increased
adoption of the business
community here to the digital space as consumer trends
shift to online platforms.
Such a trend, he added, is
going to support the economic recovery of businesses here
as they find ways to reach out
to their markets in the pandemic era.

DOLE-7 holds Regional
PESO Congress 2020

Department of Labor and Employment-Central Visayas
(DOLE-7) Regional Director Salome O. Siaton thanks all
the Public Employment Service Office (PESO) Managers in
Central Visayas for their contributions while she delivers
her message during the Regional PESO Managers’ Year
End Planning and Assessment Congress 2020 held last
week.
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Yap leadership prevents
spread of Covid-19

BOHOL Governor Arthur
Yap said that his leadership
was able to prevent the spread
of Covid-19 cases. Out of 1.5
million Boholano residents,
only over 800 got Covid-19 as
of December 2020. This soon
dropped to 58 cases and then
below 20 cases.
Yap said that unfortunately, 111 Covid-19 new
cases last Feb. 9, 2021, including 87 transmission cases and 24 active cases from
Locally-Stranded Individuals (LSI), Authorized Person
Outside Residents (APOR),
and returning Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs).
Of the 111, Dauis town has
43 active cases and 68 cases
in the Municipality of Ubay.
Some of them are placed at
municipal isolation facilities
and some are in their respective residential houses, locked

down by concerned
Local Government
Units (LGU).
Yap said authorities from Department of Health
(DOH), Bohol Provincial Health Office and regional
unit continue with
contact tracing to
look for new cases,
a big possibility that
Covid-19 cases will
increase.
If some persons
will be found positive with Covid-19,
they will be isolated.
With contact tracing, the number of
persons who will be
found positive will
increase.
“With aggressive contact
tracing, we will know the

BOHOL GOVERNOR
ARTHUR YAP

people who are positive of Covid-19. We
will contain the situation because these
persons will heal after 14 days quarantine and their health
will be back,” Yap
said.
“At all times,
the strategy is immediate action: isolate,
quarantine, monitor,
and provide nourishment. Engage the
services of frontliners. Stop the spread
of Covid-19,” Yap
added.
Yap said that
statistics in the world
and in the country
show 88 to 90 percent recovery, sometimes reaching 92 percent.
The fatality rate is less than

two percent especially in Bohol. Some people have existing illnesses and complications, and are very weak, like
senior citizens with morbidity. They can just stay away,
and everyone should be vigilant. Follow health protocol
by wearing face mask, avoid
crowded places and observe
cleanliness.
The spread of Covid-19 in
Ubay, Bohol was caused by a
birthday party.
He said that national
agencies cannot just call a
meeting to discuss projects.
They should coordinate with
the provincial government
which will send medical
frontliners to supervise them.
“If we have assistance to the
people, we should distribute
it carefully and minimal distribution with LGUs.” ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Capitol to repair farm-to-market roads: Yap
THE Bohol Provincial
Government will soon repair farm-to-market roads
to uplift the living condition
of the farmers since agriculture is still the backbone of
the economy of the province.
Bohol Governor Arthur
Yap said they have started
a public bidding for addi-

tional road-building equipment.
“Once we already have
road-building equipment, I
will issue an executive order giving 100 to 200 cubic
meters of quarry stones locally known as “anapog” per
barangay to resurface their
farm-to-market roads. We
will give gratuitous permit

to stakeholders,” Yap said.
He said that there will
be minerals and other needed materials to be given to
all barangays. Even if the
provincial government cannot yet concrete their roads,
at least it can resurface it.
“We believe that with
our priority projects which
are water and roads, we can

sustain the program year by
year. I believe that we can
uplift the living condition of
the people especially in the
poorest municipalities in
the 2nd district with water
and roads,” Yap said.
He said that the ten
municipalities in the 2nd
District of Bohol should be
helped by providing pota-

ble water and better roads
because if these places will
remain poor, the entire
Province of Bohol will be affected. The first and 3rd Districts which are already progressive will be pulled down.
“ So, we have to help the
people in the second district,” Yap said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

LGUs can borrow from Land Bank, DBP for water projects
A PROGRAM of the Bohol Provincial Government
grants Local Government
Units (LGUs) the capability to
borrow from Land Bank of the
Philippines and Development
Bank of the Philippines (DBP)
to develop communal water
sources in their respective municipalities.
Bohol Governor Arthur
Yap said water is a big issue
especially in the 2nd District
where about nine towns under it are classified by the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) as poorest among
the poor.
Yap also said that his
dream is to provide fresh and
potable water to the people in

Bohol’s islets.
“When I became governor, some persons told me
that my program is impossible to realize because islets
are remote. In our research
and what we already have
shown, desalination plants
can convert seawater to potable water,” Yap said.
He said their first desalination plant that delivers
11,000 liters a day is in Pandanon islet in Getafe, Bohol.
The people there used to buy
water at P3 to P5 per liter.
Now, the price was decreased
by P0.50 per liter.
He congratulated the Municipality of Baclayon for the
second desalination plant in

Pamilacan islet which is already operational.
The other desalination
plants which are about to operate are in Kalitoban in Talibon; Isla Sag; Gingutanan and
Bilangbilangan in Bien Unido;
Cuaming in Inabanga; and
maybe about ten other clustered islet barangays.
“In mainland Bohol, we
also give financial assistance
for water system. I am hoping that all LGUs will accept
the loan program for water
system from Land Bank and
DBP, Yap said.
“If a municipality will
tie-up with the Bohol Provincial Government in securing
loans either from Land Bank

or DBP, we can borrow money at two percent interest per
annum for two years and four
percent per annum in the
next ten years. If the LGU
concerned will compute the
average cost of money, that is
the cheapest. The average interest rate is more than three
percent per annum from ten
to twelve years. Where can
you see a capital investment
with three to four percent interest per annum?” Yap added.
That loan is only for municipalities. Yap has already
distributed P100,000 in 2020
to each of the 1,109 barangays
for water system since 2020.
They continue to give financial

for barangay water assistance
for 2021, and still in 2022.
“My target is to establish
a water system within my first
term. There must be abundant
water, or a water system can
be started in all 1,109 barangays in Bohol. We started the
water system project in barangays and will continue until all
barangays will have potable
water,” the governor said.
“If I am blessed with a second term as Bohol governor
in 2022, then we will continue. It will be an annual project. As long as I am the Bohol governor, I will continue
that project. We should have
a non-stop water supply,” he
mused. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Little evidence of Covid-19 transmission
in physical schooling in the US
GOVERNMENT should
take its cue from the findings
of a United States study that
showed “little evidence” that
having physical schooling
increased community transmission of the coronavirus.
Senator
Sherwin
Gatchalian on Monday said
Department of Education
(DepEd) and the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases should
study the January 2021 journal article published by experts from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), even as the
country prepares the rollout
of the Covid-19 vaccination
program.
The CDC is a national
public health institute under the US Department of
Health.
The study claimed that
while schools in the US
opened for in-person instruction, there was little evidence
that schools have contributed meaningfully to increased
community transmission.
The CDC report further
stated that during the fall of
2020, 11 school districts in
North Carolina with 90,000
students and staff opened
for in-person classes for nine
weeks.

tance learning, which include
unstable internet connectivity and the lack of physical interaction with teachers and
fellow students.
He also reiterated calls
to prioritize teachers in the
Covid-19 inoculation program since they are at the
forefront of school prepara-

FUn TRiVIA
During
that
time,
Gatchalian quoted CDC that
there were only 32 infections acquired in schools
compared to 773 community
infections, while no cases of
student-to-staff
transmission were recorded.
These findings were generated during a 13-week period in the fall of 2020, according to Gatchalian.
“If we will allow children
to go outside their homes,
it’s better that we allow them
to go to school,” Gatchalian,
chair of the Senate basic education committee, said in a
statement.
“It would help them a lot
if their teachers would personally guide them in their
studies and if they will be

able to interact with their fellow students,” he added.
With these recommendations by these same experts,
the senator said that the
resumption of face-to-face
classes is possible if the risk
of community transmission
is reduced and health protocols are observed including hand washing, frequent
use of alcohol, wearing face
masks, and practicing social
distancing.
Gatchalian has long been
advocating for the return
of schoolchildren to their
campuses, especially in areas with low incidence of
COVID-19.
Allowing safe face-toface classes will help address
the challenges hounding dis-

Angara files bill for Magna Carta of the OSYs
THERE is a need to pay
more attention to the situation of out of school youth
(OSY), particularly at this
time when their numbers are
growing due to the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on
education.
Senator Sonny Angara,
chairman of the Committee
on Youth, noted that the increase in the number of OSY
is a serious issue that could
lead to bigger problems later
on if left unchecked.
To help address the issue, Angara filed Senate Bill
1090 which aims for the establishment of a Magna Carta of the OSYs.
Under the bill, OSY refers to members of the population who are 15 to 30 years
old, who are not in school,
not gainfully employed, and

tions.
President Rodrigo Duterte, meanwhile, recently
allowed the resumption of
limited face-to-face classes
for medical and allied health
programs in institutions located at general community
quarantine (GCQ) and modified GCQ areas.

have not finished college or a
post-secondary course
The bill seeks to strengthen the State’s mandate of
instituting policies and programs for the development
of OSYs in the country and
to encourage them to explore
the various opportunities
available to them.
Among the different programs that are envisioned to
come out as a result of the
Magna Carta of the OSY are
the 1) free mandatory technical/vocational education
through TESDA, 2) the inclusion in the government
scholarships under the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education (UAQTEA)
and 3) the Unified Student
Financial Assistance System
for Tertiary Education (UNIFast) through the CHEd.

Apart from ensuring
OSYs get a proper education, the government will
also see to it that they receive
all health benefits under the
law, as well as the appropriate social services, and help
them get employed or find
a viable source of livelihood
by providing them with the
skills or livelihood support
Similar bills seeking
to establish a Magna Carta of the OSY were also
filed by Senators Sherwin
Gatchalian, Nancy Binay and
Ramon Revilla Jr.
Based on data from the
Department of Education
(DepEd), close to four million students were not able to
enroll for the current school
year, 2.75 million of this who
did not enroll were private
school students.

Do you know that…

n Carnegie Hall in New York City opened in 1891
with Tchaikovsky as guest conductor?
n Chocolate syrup was used for blood in the
famous 45 second shower scene in Alfred
Hitchcock’s movie, Psycho, which actually took
7 days to shoot?

n Donald Duck’s middle name is Fauntleroy
and he lives at 1313 Webfoot Walk, Duckburg,
Calisota?
n Napoleon Bonaparte has been featured in 194
movies, Jesus Christ in 152, and Abraham
Lincoln in 137?
n Vestiphobia is the Fear of clothing?

Now you know!

Best Quotes

from Successful People
“Every great dream begins with a dreamer.
Always remember, you have within you the
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach
for the stars to change the world.”
Harriet Tubman
“Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine
your altitude.” Zig Ziglar
“In a moment of decision, the best thing you can
do is the right thing to do, the next best thing is
the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do
is nothing.” Theodore Roosevelt

Cebu Business Week

February 15 - 21, 2021

11

WORLD NEWS

US Senate acquits Donald Trump
THE US Senate has acquitted Donald Trump in
a historic second impeachment trial. Not enough senators voted the former president guilty of inciting the
deadly January 6 riot at the
US Capitol.
But while the guilty vote,
57-47, failed to reach twothirds of the number of senators, it amounted to a bipartisan rebuke of the former
president with seven Republicans finding him guilty.
The trial opened with
graphic video of the attempted insurrection and Trump’s
own calls for a rally crowd to
march to the iconic building
and “fight like hell” against
his reelection defeat.
The detailed and emo-

tional presentation by Democrats was followed by meandering and occasionally confrontational arguments from
the Trump defense team,
which insisted that his remarks were protected by the
First Amendment and asserted that he cannot be convicted as a former president.
The heavy emotional
weight of the trial punctuates
Trump’s enduring legacy,
the first president to face impeachment trial after leaving
office and the first to be twice
impeached. The Jan. 6 Capitol siege stunned the world as
hundreds of rioters ransacked
the building to try to stop the
certification of Democrat Joe
Biden’s victory, a domestic
attack on the nation’s seat of

government unlike any in its
history. Five people died.
“That’s a high crime and
misdemeanor,”
declared
Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md.,
in opening remarks. “If that’s
not an impeachable offense,
then there’s no such thing.”
Senators rejected an
effort by Trump’s allies to
stop the trial, and instead
affirmed the Senate’s authority under the Constitution to
decide the case. They voted
56-44 to confirm their
jurisdiction, ruling
that impeaching a
president after he
leaves office is constitutionally
permissible. Six Republicans joined
the Democrats.

Preserve post-Brexit trading rules
between Great Britain and NI

P R E S E R V I N G
post-Brexit trading rules for
goods moving between Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
is “the only way” to avoid a
hard border, warns the EU.
European Commission
vice president Maros Sefcovic has written to the UK’s
Michael Gove, saying “teething problems” needed to be
resolved.
It comes after Gove
called for an urgent “reset”
of the arrangements that
came into force on 1 January.
Sefcovic and Gove will
discuss the issues in London

on Thursday.
The so-called Northern
Ireland Protocol was designed to ensure an open
border between Northern
Ireland and the Irish Republic after Brexit.
Northern Ireland remained in the single market
for goods, but the rest of the
UK did not - meaning some
checks for goods travelling
between Great Britain and
Northern Ireland were introduced.
Tensions have been high
in recent weeks at ports in
Northern Ireland, with disruption to some food sup-

plies and online deliveries
due to the new checks required.
Unionists want the protocol to be scrapped because
they say it damages trade
and threatens Northern Ireland’s place in the UK union.
But the EU has stood by
this part of the post-Brexit
trade agreement, finalized in
December, and coming into
force on New Year’s Day.
Gove told MPs last week
that, while the UK did not
want to “ditch” it, it “reserved the right” to do what
it must to protect Northern
Ireland.

United Airlines eyes flying electric taxis
UNITED Airlines, one
of the first major carriers to
commit to the purchase of
flying taxis, plans to buy 200
flying electric taxis that will
fly passengers to the airport
within the next five years.
It will also invest in flying taxi firm Archer as part
of a $1.1bn (£800m) deal to
develop the aircraft.
The aircraft needs regulatory approval before the
purchase can go ahead.
United Airlines will team
up with US regional carrier Mesa Airlines to buy Archer’s electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft as part of a $1bn order.

The deal is seen as a
stamp of approval for startup Archer, which said it will
launch its shares on the US
stock market following the
deal.
Other investors in the
start-up include carmaker
Stellantis, the new company formed last month by the
merger of Fiat Chrysler and
France’s PSA Group.
United and Mesa said
they foresee using the taxis
to fly passengers over congested highways to hub airports.
California-based Archer
says the taxis will be capable of flying a distance of 60

miles (95km) at 150 miles an
hour (240km/h) and could
nearly halve carbon dioxide
emissions for passengers
travelling to the airport.
“With the right technology, we can curb the impact
aircraft have on the planet,
but we have to identify the
next generation of companies who will make this a
reality early and find ways
to help them get off the
ground,” United Airlines
chief executive Scott Kirby
said in a statement.
United and Mesa have
the option to buy another
$500m worth of aircraft under the deal.

H-1B visa enrolment
for 2022 starts on Mar 9
THE registration process for the H-1B visa application for the next fiscal
year will begin on March 1
and successful applicants
through a computerized
draw of lots would be notified by March 31.
The notification by the
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
on Friday came a day after
the Biden administration
announced it will continue
with the traditional lottery
system to issue the work
visa to foreign professionals.
The USCIS announced
that the initial registration
period for the fiscal year
2022 H-1B cap will open
at noon Eastern on March
9 and run through noon
March 25.
The H-1B visa is a
non-immigrant visa that
allows US companies to
employ foreign workers in
specialty occupations that
require theoretical or technical expertise. Technology
companies depend on it to
hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from
countries like India and

China.
The agency said if it receives enough registrations
by March 25, it will randomly select registrations
and send selection notifications by March 31.
Successful
applicants
would be able to join their
new jobs in the US on October 1, when the American
fiscal year starts.
As mandated by the
Congress, USCIS can issue
a maximum of 65,000 H-1B
visas in a year. It can also
issue another 20,000 H-1B
visas to foreign students
who have completed higher
studies from a US university
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) subjects.
The quick announcement by USCIS on the next
year’s H-1B registration
process comes a day after
it said that it is delaying
the implementation of the
Trump administration policy of allocation of H-1B
through a wage and skilled
based process.
The Trump era rule was
scheduled to go into effect
on March 9.
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VENDORS SA CARBON
DILI PAPAHAWAON

ANG tanang vendors sa
Carbon Public Market lakip na
sa mga naninda sa kadalanan
palibot niini ipahiluna sa bagong merkado nga himuon sa
Megawide Construction Corporation.
Gipasalig
kini
sa
kadagkuan sa Megawide Construction Corporation pinangulohan ni Louie Ferrer human
pirmahi ni Cebu City Mayor
Edgardo Labella ang kontrata
tali sa Megawide ug kagamhanan sa Siyudad sa Sugbo.
Una nang gipasalig ni Labella nga walay vendors sa sulod ug gawas sa Carbon Public
Market ang maundang sa ilang
pagpaninda tungod kay mao
kini ang ilang panginabuhian.
Niingon ang Megawide
nga ang abangan sa mga stalls
sa modernong merkado ibase
gihapon sa Carbon Market

Code nga giimplementar sa
Cebu City Government.
Niingon si Ferrer nga ang

kontrata tali sa Megawide ug
Cebu City Government magagikan atubangan sa Uni-

versity of san Jose Recoletos
(USJR) ngadto na sa skeletal
building sa kanhi Compania

Maritima.
Matud pa ni Ferrer nga
samtang sila ang momentinar sa Carbon Public Market
building ug dumalahon sa Siyudad sa Sugbo, dili sila magpagansiya niini isip Corporate
Social Responsibility ug adto
sila mamawi sa ubang buildings nga tukoron nga nalakip
sa kontrata.
Gibanabana nga ang Phase
1 ug Phase 2 sa maong proyekto mabuksan sa tuig 2024. Sa
hinapos ning tuiga, hayan ablihan ang ibang bahin sa merkado lakip na ang Puso Village,
ang mismong merkado publiko, transportation terminal
ug uban pa.
Anmg ceremonial groundbreaking sa maong proyekto
himoon sa sunod buwan sa
Marso, 2021. BEBIE HIÑOLA
BAQUERO

Screening sa moabot sa pantalan gipahunong
GIPAHUNONG na sa
kagamhanan sa Siyudad sa
Sugbo ang screening procedure alang sa tanang moabot
nga pasahero sa pantalan
nga ang Cebu City maoy destinasyon.
Si Mary Knoll Lague,
ang public relations officer sa Cebu Port Authority
(CPA) nipahibalo nga tungod niini, gipahunong na
usab sa CPA ang shuttle
service alang sa mga pasaherong moabot sa pier kay
dili naman obligadong mo-

sakay ang mga pasaherong
moabot sa pantalan.

Ang maong shuttle service maoy mohatod sa mga

pasahero gikan sa ilang gisakyang barko paingon sa
port staging area sa luyong
bahin sa kanhi Malacañang
sa Sugbo sukad pa sa imaging tuig. Ang paghunong
gihimo niadtong Pebrero 11,
2021.
Kini magpasabot nga
mahimo nang modiritso
ang mga pasahero sa barko
ngadto sa ilang adtoang lugar sa Dakbayan sa Sugbo.
Tungod niini, daghang
mga taga Cebu City nga nibiyahe sa ubang probinsiya

ug niuli dinhi ang nagpasalamat ni Cebu City Mayor
Edgardo Labella sa maong
desisyon.
Matud nila, ang daang
pamaagi nga gimando sa
grupo ni Cebu City Councilor Joel Garganera usa ka
dakong hasol nga giantos sa
katawhan sukad pa sa miaging tuig.
Ang paglibkas sa screening procedure gituohan sa
katawhan nga usa ka dalan
padung sa new normal. BEBIE HIÑOLA BAQUERO

Transport sector wa nituman sa minimum health protocols
ANG wa pagtuman sa
mga sakyanan pangpasahero
sama sa jeepney, bus, ug taxi
sa minimum health protocols
nakahatag og kabalaka kang
Cebu City Councilor James
Cuenco.
Si Cuenco maoy chairperson sa committee on
transportation sa Konseho
sa Dakbayan sa Sugbo ug
mao usab ang pangu sa City
Jeepney Task Force.
Ang konsehal kanunay nga nagpadayag sa iyang
kabalaka ngadto sa konse-

ho kalabot sa mga taho nga
ang mga jeepney ug bus nag
“overloading” magabii ug
ang mga drayber sa taxi dili
tigsul-ob og face masks.
“Badlungon gyud kaayo
ang uban, dili mopatuo. Hinungdan nga nagsuwat ko
sa Cebu City Transportation
Office (CTO) nga butangan
og dugang traffic enforcers sa
kadalanan,” nagkanayon si
Cuenco.
Ang rush hour nakatampo sab sa violation sa health
protocols sanglit ang traffic

ug ang kakuwang sa sakyanan
maoy makapa-aghat sa mga
pasahero nga musakay na
lang sa mga “overloaded”

nga mga sakyanan aron lang
malapauli.
Ang maong kinaiya sa
mga drayber sa siyudad na-

kadiskurahe sa kagamhanan nga tugutan ang mga
sakyanan pangpasahero nga
gikan sa laing local government unit (LGU pagsud sa siyudad sa kabalaka nga musamot ang sitwasyon niini sa
COVID-19.
Subli nga giawhag ni
Cuenco ang mga drayber nga
tumanon ang gilagda nga
health protocols aron di na
mubalik sa istrikto nga quarantine classification ang siyuidad ug maapekruhan ang
ilang panginabuhian.

