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HEALTH LEADS TO
STURDY ECONOMY
VSMMC serves 170,000 with free RT-PCR tests: Dr. Aquino

THE chief of hospital of Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical
Center (VSMMC) said health
is one of the critical components in nation building so that
healthy people will result to a
healthy economy.
Dr. Gerardo “Gerry”
Aquino said in his speech at
Bayfront Hotel last February
21, 2021 that the country’s
economy will be sluggish if
several people are sick and
have no time to work and
earn a living.
Aquino attended the
launching of HARRY Med Assist or Health Assistance of
Recovery and Rehabilitation
for You offered by Presidential
Spokesman Harry Roque.
Aquino said VSMMC has
served about 170,000 people
in all walks of life in conducting RT-PCR tests for free in the
fight against the Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) and prevent
the collapse of the economy.
Aquino said their hospital
is the first molecular laboratory
accredited by the Department
of Health (DOH) with drive-thru and walk-thru operations in
RT-PCR tests.
He said that it is fortunate
that Roque sponsored the Universal Health Care Law when
he was a member of the House
of Representatives.
Aquino said that Philhealth

is a state insurance agency but
the benefit in its case rate is
not enough. In angioplasty,
the Philhealth package is only
P45,000, but the whole cost is
actually high.
He said that VSMMC is
now capable of doing heart
and brain surgeries, and a
cancer center which is in the
top five. “Some of those cancer patients cannot afford the
cost so we need other modalities,” he said. The poor
people have no money to go
to Manila or admit to private hospital, so they just do
whatever they can.
“That’s the reason why we
did our
best to
set
up
all the
services
needed and
provide
quality
health
care to
those
w h o
badly
need it,”
Aquino
said.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
Even though there is Philhealth, Aquino said the benefit
is not enough, prompting other people to support them in
helping the poor.
He added that VSMMC
has the first Malasakit Center,
and the government had just
inaugurated the 101st one in
Luzon.
Aquino said that at present, they have already served
325,000 Malasakit patients
at VSMMC. They have other
sources to help them, including
this latest program, HARRY
Med Assist.

“This is a big help in
terms of our patients. Every
individual deserves the optimum patient experience
from admission to rehabilitation. Unfortunately, not
everyone can avail of these
things due to some reasons
and other factors which affect
the well-being of a recovering
patient. Sadly, this scenario
is common in our country,”
Aquino said.
He said that for several
years, they have worked hard
to change people’s perception
about this medical syndrome.
But they offer refuge instead
and provide compassionate
care and
service.
And that
is
the
best option, not
their last
resort.
Moreo v e r ,
Aquino said
VSMMC
is humbled to
h a v e
gained

DR. GERARDO “GERRY AQUINO (WEARING BLACK) AND PRESIDENTIAL
SPOKESMAN HARRY ROQUE (WEARING RED) DURING THE LAUNCHING OF
HARRY MED ASSIST OR HEALTH ASSISTANCE OF RECOVERY AND REHABILITATION FOR YOU AT BAYFRONT HOTEL.

of many respected officials in
government who share the
same interest with their institution, in providing good quality health services to patients
and stakeholders. They support beyond what is expected
of a government hospital.
“I am truly elated that
our efforts gradually paid off,
proof of which is the support
given to us by the different
government agencies to ensure sustainability of resources thereby enabling us to deliver health care services expected of us,” Aquino said.
At the height of the pandemic, Aquino said the dialysis patients do not like to go to
VSMMC for fear of being hit by
Covid-19.
“So, we had a partnership
with some government agencies and private institutions
wherein they put up a VSMMC
satellite dialysis center at SM
City,” Aquino said.
He said they are truly honored that VSMMC has been
chosen as one of the beneficiaries of the health assistance
for recovery and rehabilitation of the HARRY Med Assist
which will help those who are
seeking recovery and rehabilitation without the expense of
having to pay the high cost,
and they will receive proper
medical attention.
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Retrenchments alarming:
business leader

BUSINESSMAN
Rey
E. Calooy said that it is now
alarming that the Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) received notices of
25,000 job retrenchment because of the lockdowns.
Calooy, president of the
Filipino-Cebuano Business
Club (FilCeb), said that aside
from 12 million workers who
lost jobs since lockdowns
were imposed from March
2020 to the present, more retrenchments are increasing.
“How can we revive the
once strong economy? The
25,000 job retrenchments
received by DOLE in January
2021 was for the entire country. The figure is only for those
who reported the planned
retrenchment like the large

companies.
But the micro, small and
medium enterprises just
closed their
losing business and left
the workers
jobless and
penniless,”
Calooy said.
FilCeb
has
more
than 200 members mostly
MSMEs. The MSMEs in the
Philippine economy is about
90 percent. The capitalization
of these MCMEs is classified
as follows: Micro, P3 million
capitalization and below;
Small, P4 million to P15 million; and Medium, P16 mil-

lion to P100 million.
“Even the creditors who
lent them money for business capital are not being informed by the closure of some
MSMEs. So, we cannot get
the exact number of workers
who lost their jobs at present,” Calooy said.

“That is our
situation. The
backbone of
the
Philippine
economy is MSMEs. There
were
more
than 90,000
MSMEs
in
the country
which were
closed
last
year, multiplied by millions of employees who lost their jobs and
members of their families
who are indirectly employed,”
Calooy said.
He added that the fact
that Philippine economy in
2020 was 9.5 percent negative Gross Domestic Product

(GDP), that translates to P1.7
trillion negative economy.
How many people are supposed to benefit from that
had it been positive?
“How can we revive tourism when we have no disposable income? Disposable incomes are the people who are
traveling to places because
they have money to spend.
But coffee shops, restaurants,
hotels, and resorts are not
anymore earning because of
restrictions and lack of disposable income. They are
now thinking of keeping their
money and savings because
they are facing uncertainty.
Add to that, there is less money circulating in the community,” Calooy said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Employer responsible for SSS loans of employee
THE employer shall approve the loan application of
his employee to the Social Security System and must look
at the paying capacity of the
SSS member.
SSS Public Information
Officer Maria Cleotilda “Cloti”
Cabañero said the employer
who approved the loan application and the employee who
applied the loan are liable to
pay the borrowed amount.
This means, Cabañero
said, that if his employee defaulted one or two payments
of his loan, the employer has

the obligation to pay.
“The amortization of the
loan must be of salary deduction from the applicant-employee. How can the employer deduct the amount for loan
payment if the employee concerned has no take home pay
left for his family?”, she said.
On the other hand, if the
member is individual-paying
or self-employed and is qualified, the loan application will
be automatically approved.
Cabañero explained that
loan is one of SSS privileges.
“We have several types of

loans such as housing loan,
corporate loan, salary loan,
emergency loan and calamity loan. The shorter loans are
salary, calamity, and emergency loans. Calamity and
emergency loans are privilege
loans provided by SSS during
emergency and calamity.
These are special programs
which cannot be availed anytime,” Cabañero said.
On the other hand, salary
loan can be availed every time
a member needs it. This is a
privilege because of the qualification and an applicant can

possibly be denied if he is not
qualified.
The SSS required that in
salary loan, a member must
have 36 months contribution
before the month the loan is
applied. At the time of the
application, there must be
new payments of six months,
plus the 36 months contribution even if the 36 months
were paid with gap years. If
the loan is applied in February 2021, the applicant shall
count 36 months from last
month (January). There must
be six months successive new

contributions, regardless if
the other 30 months contributions were paid in separate
years.
The amount of loan for
36 months will depend on
the contribution. The salary
credit will be bracket equivalent to the peso contribution.
If the company has paid under the P20,000 bracket, the
contribution is P2,600 plus
P30 or P2,630 a month. At
any rate, if how much was his
last 12 contributions before
he applied for loan. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

New Consolacion port complete before Duterte leaves: Alegado
THE construction of
Cebu International Container Port (CICP) at Tayud,
Consolacion, Cebu will be
completed before the end of
the term of President Rodrigo Duterte next year.
Consolacion Vice Mayor
Teresa “Nene” Pepito Alegado said the consultants
for building CICP, including
Koreans, are holding office at
Consolacion Municipal Hall
to do the survey and ancillary
of the project.
Alegado said the consultants for CICP were hired by
the Department of Transportation (DOTr), the proj-

ect implementer in behalf of
Cebu Port Authority (CPA),
the end-user.
Alegado said that Consolacion officials are assisting
them especially in lot acquisition for road-right-of-way
of roads that will compliment
CICP.
“We talked with lot owners affected by road expansion who are now waiting
for the correct survey to determine the area to be taken
from their lots, and the reasonable price from DOTr,”
Alegado said.
The Local Government
Unit of Consolacion has re-

ceived notice of cash allocation in the amount of P132
million from Department
of Budget and Management
(DBM) to be downloaded to
the LGU to pay the lot owners.
Consolacion created an
ad hoc committee chaired by
Mayor Joaness “Joyjoy” Alegado and composed of chairmen of the Committees on
Finance, Infrastructure, and
Laws, municipal accountant,
municipal treasurer and the
legal department.
The ad hoc committee
will decide on the disbursement of funds to pay for the

road-right of way, like how
many square meters of lot
per owner, based on the recommendation of the consultants.
“All are above board.
That’s our first assignment,”
Alegado said.
The second assignment
is to provide security to the
people working under DOTr,
including contractors.
She talked with officials
of the Philippine National Police (PNP), the chief of
staff of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) who is
a Visayan, and all of them are
committed to provide secu-

rity for the project. The AFP
has put up a barrack to protect the people and speed up
the CICP construction.
“We always expect adversarial comments on this
national government project.
This is a project of President
Duterte who wants to speed
it up,” Alegado said.
The fund for the CICP
project is the P10 billion soft
loan in a form of Overseas
Development Project (ODA)
which was approved by the
Korean Government during
Duterte’s visit to South Korea in June 2018. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Mobility lane instead
of bike lane: Carillo

FORMER Councilor Gerardo “Gerry” Carillo said the
Sugbo Bike Lane Board will
request the Cebu City Council to change the word “bike
lane” to “mobility lane” so it
can also accommodate not
only motorcycles but bicycles,
scooters, e-bike and others.
Carillo, a lawyer, said
that mobility lane which will
be implemented in Cebu City
soon will segregate motorcycles, bicycles, scooters and
e-bike from vehicles.
The city’s Department
of Engineering and Public
Works (DEPW) is continuously marking the demarcation line for mobility lane in
all major thoroughfares.
Carillo reminded the people that the Cebu City Council
has passed an ordinance imposing penalties to mobility

lane violators at P1,000 for
first offense, P3,000 for second offense, and P5,000 for
third offense.
He said that they have
already tasked the Cebu City

Transportation Office (CCTO)
to implement the mobility
lane at a given date.
In his last meeting with
City Council members, it was
agreed that all barangays

concerned are tasked to monitor for the smooth implementation of the ordinance
on mobility lane. “I urge the
people to take pictures on violators of mobility lane and

send it to Sugbo Bike Lane
Board so they can impose the
corresponding punishment.
These include the use of mobility lane for vulcanizing,
car washing, store extension
or any other activities that
can obstruct the passage of
motorcycles, bicycles and
e-bike,” Carillo said.
Carillo said that all motorists should not park their
vehicles on mobility lane. A
vehicle can load and unload
in the mobility lane for a few
minutes, especially in designated areas.
“The motorists can still
use the mobility lane but not
obstruct the flow of motorcycles, bicycles, scooter and
e-bike in the mobility lane
by parking their vehicles for
several hours or use it for any
business. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu BRT will be fully operational in 2023
THE Cebu Bus Rapid
Transit (CBRT) System will
be partially operational by
the end of 2021 and fully operational early 2023.
Assistant Secretary Anthony Gerard ‘Jonji’ Gonzales of the Office of the Presidential Assistant for the
Visayas (OPAV) disclosed
this during a Cabinet Report
program.
Department of Transportation (DOTr) Secretary
Arthur Tugade maintains
that even if we are hit by
COVID pandemic, the target
on partial CBRT operation

by December 2021 and full
operation by January 2023
is in place, Gonzales reported.
The next big step for
CBRT is land acquisition
and bidding. The Package
1 was published and place
in bidding last February 8,
Gonzales added.
The CBRT Package 1
is targeted to be completed by December 2021, with
four bus stations from Cebu
South Bus Terminal (CSBT)
to Capitol area passing Osmeña Blvd, Cebu City, Gonzales said.

The Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) is tasked to widen
national roads, while Cebu
City Government will widen
local roads.
When CBRT is completed, 250 buses will be fielded
in at least 21 stations, serving around 60,000 passengers a day. Packages 1, 2 and
3 will form Phase 1 of CBRT
while for Phase 2, the plan
is to convert feeder to trunk
service, Gonzales said.
The CBRT system will
operate along dedicated
transit way and in mixed

traffic segment. It is about
23 kilometers long, from
Bulacao to Talamban. This
is being supported by Cebu
City government, Cebu Provincial government and
Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas Michael Dino.
The CBRT project is a
component of the planned
Metro Cebu Integrated Intermodal
Transportation
System or (MCIITS) which
seeks to integrate a monorail
system, a cable car system
and BRT to provide efficient
public land transportation,
Gonzales explained.

It will answer the traffic
congestion problem in Metro Cebu. Aside from CBRT,
there will be several components such as monorail and
ferry boat services from Carcar City to Danao City and
cable car from Lahug to Busay in Cebu City.
As ordered by President
Rodrigo Duterte to address
traffic congestion problem in
Cebu, government agencies,
such as DOTr and DPWH
together with OPAV work on
intermodal transport system
for Metro Cebu. PR/TITUS
BORROMEO

Roque launches new health aid program
THE Cebuanos now have
another form of hospitalization assistance with the
launching of HARRY Med
Assist or Health Assistance
on Recovery and Rehabilitation for You.
Presidential
Spokesman Harry Roque officially
launched the new program
last February 21, 2021 at
Bayfront Hotel and named
Cebu City Councilor Prisca
Niña Mabatid as the focal
person.

Mabatid is the chairperson of the Cebu City Cooperative Development Council
(CCCDC), chair of the Committee on Women and Children, and vice chair of the
Committee on Health.
After Roque announced
her appointment as a focal
person to HARRY Med Assist, Mabatid publicly accepted her role and promised that she will do her best
to give medical assistance to
her constituents who need

it.

Among those who initially benefited the HARRY
Med Assist were Reynald N.
Herandoy of Pagsabungan,
Mandaue City who was hospitalized and his bill reached
P301,118.00; and Teofelynne O. Durano of Ramos
Street, Cebu City whose bill
reached P166,771.25. Both
bills were paid by the medical assistance program.
In his speech, Roque
said that he pushed through

with the Universal Health
Care Act because Philhealth
is only giving little benefits
to its members.
“In Philhealth, the people will pay 50 to 60 percent
so they can get benefits. I
want that the people will not
pay anymore,” Roque said.
Roque said that our
strategy must be health promotion. All the Filipinos
must be healthy. Secondly,
Philhealth shall cover the diagnostic test of all people.

“We should give free
hospitalization and free
medicines to all Filipinos. If
the people have little money
for hospitalization and medicines, the government will
pay for it. We get the funds
from Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO),
Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR) and sin taxes. If it is
not enough, the government
will answer,” Roque said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Ceasefire
It has been silent
for several days last
week. The media camps
of Mayor Edgar Labella and Vice Mayor
Mike Rama in Cebu
City seemed to have observed a ceasefire. But
while there is a need for
them to coordinate to
stop the uncontrolled
rise of Covid-19 cases in
Weekly Notes
the city, the silence ap- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
pears more like optics.
Hostilities could erupt again shortly. Each side had
been meeting separately their operatives and consolidating. The issues have not been resolved. While bravely meeting the press in virtual press conferences, Mayor
Labella’s bloated, darkened face hardly assures Cebuanos. And cannot the reporters in attendance ask him to
categorically comment on what many are talking about?
Cannot he categorically deny what people are talking
about?
Covid-19
Then we ask, has both the mayor and vice mayor
been coordinating on how to manage the city’s alarming
increase in cases? Look, there is this report of the presence of local Covid-19 variants in Cebu City. An editor
told me the DOH denied the arrival in Cebu of an OFW
who was positive of the South African variant. If this is
true, lupig ang NCR and several other countries. Ka-level
na ta sa UK and South Africa.
The alarming statistics, nonetheless, has not deterred
Cebu Gov. Gwen Garcia. The plan to open the province to
tourists this Tuesday prevails.
Alleged rescue
The PNP raised the level of red tagging in Cebu several notch higher. They raided the SVD Retreat House inside the USC-TC campus in the guise of rescuing Lumad
school children from rebels. The harsh manner the PNP
conducted the arrests of the children betrayed the truth
behind the cover story. Besides, the videos did not show
any rebel training equipment. The SVD community and
even his imminence Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma immediately issued a statement that rebuked the PNP.
According to the NTF-ELCAC, “sinasabing nahikayat
ang mga ito mula sa Salugpungan school – isang pamantasan sa siyang ‘training camp’ ng mga komunistang New
People’s Army.”
Some Cebu journalists insist the kids arrived in Cebu
without parental consent. Six parents were reported to
have accompanied the alleged rescue. However, nobody
ever interviewed them. Perhaps, the PNP will present
them before a congressional inquiry of the incident. I am
also interested in hearing the testimony of seven parents
who did not want their children going back to Mindanao.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for
Strategic PR of PRWorks Inc. He is also a member of the
Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil.
DM @anol_cebu)
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Dig the truth
Philippine media giants John
Nery, Ed Lingao, and Vergel
Santos, in a discussion about
the state of media and Philippine society today, upheld
the media principle of digging the truth.
This they stressed during
a discussion moderated by
Cathy Yang at the online congress of the Public Relations
Society of the Philippines
(PRSP) last week.
As can be gleaned from the
conversation, the kind of
journalism that relies on “he
said this” and “he said that”
would not do. There is the
need to fact check and not
just quote the liar on par with
the truth teller.
In this context, we ask: How
did the Cebu media fare?
While the public expected the
Cebu media to just dig out
the truth, the reporters who
covered the so-called rescue
of Lumad children from an
NPA training camp last week

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

failed miserably.
First, the reporters could
have asked the PNP raiders
why they failed to ask permission from the SVD administration of the University of San Carlos (USC) before raiding the USC Retreat
House inside the USC-TC.
Second, after seeing the retreat house, the reporters
covering the raid could have
asked the security guards
around about seeing the kind
of training the Lumad children received inside the facility. These guards should have
seen something fishy since
the children were housed
these since March 2020. The
reporters could have also described the retreat house in
FB Live how it was converted
into an NPA training camp if
ever.
Instead of lamenting that
the school administration
scheduled a press conference
at 6pm, the reporters could
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Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero
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have immediately trooped to
the USC administration offices at USC-TC or at the Main
building and sought more information.
Third, the rescue was supposed to have happened with
seven parents accompanying
the rescuers. However, no reporter sought an interview of
the parents. Well, there was
this interview of a Lumad,
who was reportedly a sister of
a deceased parent. A leader of
the PNP beat reporters posted in Facebook sympathy for
this supposed deceased parent but without identification
and fact-checking.
The media should have
sought to present the truth.
But then, the Cebu media
highlighted the PNP narrative and thus paved the way
for the red tagging of those
who disagreed, even the SVD
priests and the Cebu archdiocese.
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McDonald’s looks for gender parity by 2030

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

McDonald’s has set a
goal of having an equal
number of men and women
in leadership roles by 2030
as it looks to improve diversity at the company. The
fast-food chain also said it
would work to boost minority representation in the
firm’s senior US ranks from
29% to 35% over the next
four years. Executive pay
will be tied to meeting the
targets. The effort follows
claims of racial discrimination from black franchisees
and executives in the US.
Workers have also accused
the firm of fostering systemic sexual harassment
at its restaurants. McDonald’s has disputed the allegations. But in July, amid
widespread Black Lives
Matter protests in the US,
the firm announced a new
diversity, equity, and inclusion initiative. As part
of its efforts, McDonald’s
released demographic data
of its US workforce for the
first time. The 2018 figures
show the firm had more
black, Hispanic, and Asian
senior managers than the
industry overall. Women
and minorities also ac-

counted for a larger share
of service workers than the
industry average. However,
the share of black and Hispanic first- and mid-level
managers lagged. (BBC)
oOo
The hackers behind the
worst intrusion of US government agencies in years
won access to Microsoft’s
secret source code for authenticating customers, potentially aiding one of their
main attack methods. Microsoft said in a blog post on
Thursday (Feb 18) that its
internal investigation had
found the hackers studied
parts of the source code
instructions for its Azure
cloud programs related to
identity and security, its
Exchange email programs,
and Intune management
for mobile devices and applications. Some of the
code was downloaded, the
company said, which would
have allowed the hackers
even more freedom to hunt
for security vulnerabilities, create copies with new
flaws, or examine the logic
for ways to exploit customer installations. US authorities said Wednesday the

breaches revealed in December extended to nine
federal agencies and 100
private companies, including major technology providers and security firms.
They said the Russian government is likely behind
the spree, which Moscow
has denied. (CNA/Reuters)
oOo
Facebook banned a
large swathe of non-news
pages in Australia in its attempt to remove news content from its platform. The
bans were made by Facebook in response to a drafted new media law in the
country that will require
online platforms like Google and Facebook to pay
news outlets for displaying
and linking to their content. Dozens of Facebook
pages belonging to charities, small businesses, public services, and governments were all removed,
raising concerns that people could miss out on vital
information. Save the Children Australia, the Hobart
Women’s Shelter, and the
Kids Cancer Project had
their pages pulled from the

platform, as did Brisbane
City Council, South Australia Health, and the Bureau
of Meteorology. By the evening local time on Thursday, some of these pages
had already been restored.
Facebook said Wednesday
that it was going to restrict
publishers and Australian
users from sharing and
viewing news content in response to Australia’s new
media code. (CNBC)
oOo
Nearly 50 cents out of
every retail dollar Americans spend online now go
to Amazon—the company
commanded 47 percent
of the retail e-commerce
market share in 2020, and
that number is expected to
reach fully 50 percent in
2021. While the COVID-19
pandemic decimated many
retailers big and small, Amazon has thrived, capturing
much of the lucrative online and delivery markets,
with the company accounting for nearly one-third
of all e-commerce sales in
the United States in 2020.
(Newsweek)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Father of the Cebu City Charter

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Vicente Rama became the second Cebu City
Mayor. However, he holds
the title as the 1st Cebuano Cebu City Mayor. The
first Cebu City mayor, Alfredo V. Jacinto, was from
Gapan, Nueva Ecija.
Don Vicente Rama was
a legislator prior to his
appointment as Cebu City
Mayor. He was elected
as Representative of the
“Old 3rd Congressional
District of Cebu” in the
6th Philippine Legislature
(1922-1925) and in the
7th Philippine Legislature
(1925-1928). The Old 3rd
Congressional District of
Cebu was composed of the
municipalities of Talisay,
Minglanilla, Naga, San
Fernando and Carcar. He
last served the district in
what was called the 10th
Philippine Legislature in
1934 which was abolished
in 1935 with the passage
of the 1935 Constitution.

Don Vicente Rama
was an incumbent Congressman of the “Old 4th
Congressional District of
Cebu” then composed of
the municipalities of Sibonga, Argao, Dalaguete and
Alcoy in the 1st National
Assembly convened in 1935
when he was persuaded by
then President Quezon to
accept his appointment as
Cebu City Mayor.
On
September
14,
1938, President Manuel
L. Quezon wrote to Don
Vicente Rama (excerpts
quote below):
“Due to repeated requests of the present mayor of Cebu to be returned
to the classified service, I
am constrained to grant
his petition.
This makes it necessary for me to appoint a
new mayor for Cebu, and I
have arrived at the conclusion that none better than
you can be called upon to

occupy the position. You
are the author of the law
which has converted the
municipal government of
Cebu into a city government. This law, inspired
by the highest sense of
patriotism and responsibility, should be justified
in the eyes of the people.
From all viewpoints, it
is your duty to prove in
practice that the conversion of an elective municipal president into an
appointive mayor is justified. In conceiving the
idea of making the post
of mayor appointive, you
acted under the belief that
such a mayor is in a better
position to serve the collective interests, as he is
not bound by partisan exigencies, than an elective
mayor. I am prepared to
give you an opportunity to
make good in practice the
doctrine involved in the
legislation you have spon-

sored. And so, I offer you
the mayorship of Cebu after the expiration of your
term as assemblyman, as I
cannot appoint you before
this time due to a specific
prohibition in the Constitution.
I request you to excuse
yourself from your constituents and not to present
your candidacy for reelection. I know that because
of your services to the
country from the halls of
the Assembly, you are entitled to a reelection, and
that the electorate of Cebu
will reelect you in any district of the province where
you may launch your candidacy. Nevertheless, taking into consideration the
circumstances of the case,
I am convinced that it is
your duty to accept the
post I now offer you, and
I expect that you will not
hesitate in giving me your
affirmative answer.”
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Admissabiliy of extrajudicial confession

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Can an extrajudicial statement of confession be admitted as evidence in court?
Law enforcement agents
in their haste in the conduct
of investigation would rather
get a confession or statements
from the accused or any persons involved in the crime
rather than conduct a Sherlock Homes investigation to
ferry the truth of the crime.
This transpired in the
case of People of the Philippines vs. Agustin (1995) 240
SCRA 541.

Dr. Bayquen, a dentist,
together with his son, Anthony; Anthony’s girlfriend,
Anna Theresa; his daughter,
Dominic; and Danny, a family friend, were on their way
aboard their Brasilia to the
doctor’s residence at Malvar
Street, Baguio City. While
they were cruising along Malvar Street and nearing the
Baptist church, a man came
out from the right side of a
car parked about two meters
to the church. The man approached the Brasilia, aimed
his Armalite rifle through its
window, and fired at the passengers. The Brasilia swerved
and hit a fence. The gunman
immediately returned to the
parked car which then sped
away. All those in the car were
hit and Dr. Bayquen and Anna
Theresa died on the spot.
Accused Quiaño, an alleged former military agent
who had been picked up by
the police authorities, confessed during the investigation conducted by Baguio
City Fiscal Erdolfo Balajadia
in his office that he was the
triggerman. He implicated
Abenoja, Jr., who engaged

him to kill Dr. Bayquen for
a fee, Cartel, who provided
the armalite, and a certain
“Jimmy.” During the investigation, Wilfredo Quiaño was
assisted by Atty. Reynaldo
Cajucom. Stenographic notes
of the proceedings during the
investigation as transcribed
with the sworn statement of
Quiaño was signed, with the
assistance of Atty. Cajucom,
and swore to before City Fiscal Balajadia.
The following day, Agustin was apprehended, and
was investigated and was afforded the privileges like that
of Quiano. Agustin’s defense
interpose that he was forced
to admit involvement at gunpoint in the Kennon Road.
He further declared that although he was given a lawyer,
Cajucom (a law partner of the
private prosecutor), he nevertheless, asked for his uncle
Atty. Oliver Tabin, and that
Atty. Cajucom interviewed
him from only two minutes in
English and Tagalog but not
in Ilocano, the dialect he understands. The promise that
he would be discharged as a
witness did not push through

since Quijano escaped. However the RTC convicted him,
since conspiracy was established. Hence this appeal.
The issue in this case
was whether or not the accused-appellant’s extrajudicial statements admissible as
evidence?
The Supreme Court, in
this case, held that it is not. It
declared that an extrajudicial
statement is not extrajudicial
confession. The extrajudicial admission of the appellant, contained in twenty-two
pages appear to be signed by
him and Atty. Cajucom but
for reasons not explained in
the records, the transcript of
the notes which consists of
twelve pages was not signed
by the appellant. Since the
court cannot even read or decipher the stenographic notes
it cannot be expected that appellant, who is a farmer and
who reached only the fourth
grade, to read or decipher
its contents. The appellant,
therefore was deprived of his
rights under Section 12(1),
Article III of the Constitution.
He was not fully and properly informed of his rights.

The appellant was not explicitly told of his right to have a
competent and independent
counsel of his choice, specifically asked if he had in mind
any such counsel and, if so,
whether he could afford to
hire his services, and, if he
could not, whether he would
agree to be assisted by one to
be provided for him. He was
not categorically informed
that he could waive his rights
to remain silent and to counsel
and that this waiver must be in
writing and in the presence of
his counsel. He had, in fact,
waived his right to remain silent by agreeing to be investigated. Yet, no written waiver
of such right appears in the
transcript and no other independent evidence was offered
to prove its existence. In short,
after the appellant said that he
wanted to be assisted by counsel, the City fiscal, through
suggestive language, immediately informed him that Atty.
Cajucom was ready to assist
him. Moreso said counsel is
not independent since he is
an associate of the private
prosecutor. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

It’s a right. A workplace free from violence.

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Recognizing the importance of the issue, two big
labor organizations recently
called the Duterte administration to ratify an International Labor Organization
(ILO) Convention No. 190 on
violence and harassment at
the workplace and the world
of work.
The labor instrument is
a global standard established
by the ILO aimed at ending
violence and harassment in
the world of work including

gender-based violence. It was
unanimously voted during
the 108th Centenary Session
of the ILO in June10, 2019.
The adoption of the ILO’s
landmark Convention (C190)
has brought the United Nations (UN) specialized body a
clear commitment to promote
a world of work free from violence and harassment.
The Convention applies
to the public and private sectors, formal and informal
economies, and urban and
rural areas. It protects everyone in the world of work,
irrespective of their contractual status, the ILO report explained.
Accordingly, the C190
applies not only to the workplace but the world of work
and that includes third party violence and harassment
from customers, clients or
service providers.
Thus, the Associated Labor Unions (ALU), an affiliate
of the Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP)
alongside with the Gene-

va-based Building and Woodworkers International (BWI)
have reminded the present
administration for concrete
actions to put an end to gender-based violence and harassment at the workplace.
So far, only Uruguay has
ratified C190. Argentina,
Spain and Finland have committed to ratifying the labor
instrument. And there are a
growing number of countries
that have taken steps towards
ratification, stated the ILO report.
The Philippines being one
of the signatories to the C190
is included in the list of countries with a general interest
to ratify the C190, ILO report
added.
“The framework provided
by the Convention No. 190 is,
more than ever, of utmost importance during the current
COVID-19 pandemic, since
many forms of work-related violence and harassment
have been reported across
countries since the outbreak
began”, so said ILO Direc-

tor General Guy Ryder in a
virtual ceremony during the
deposit of the instrument of
ratification made by Uruguay.
The ILO Ryder has put
premium on C190, stating,
it provides a clear and practical roadmap. And that it
has a crucial role to play in
shaping a human-centered
response and recovery that
tackles injustice and supports
the building of a better normal, free from violence and
harassment.
Amplifying the call for
action, the ALU and BWI in
a joint statement, urged the
government’s ratification of
the ILO C190, categorically
stating, that the new labor
standard will help promote
and realize “the right of everyone to a world of work free
from violence and harassment”.
The push for an immediate ratification made by the
labor organizations coincided
with the country’s 26th year
commemoration of the passage of an important legisla-

tion, the R.A. 7877, otherwise
knowns as, Anti-Sexual Harassment Act.
A positive development
on this issue is the commitment made by the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) during the
virtual presser with union officials facilitated by the Trade
Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) President,
Congressman Raymond DC
Mendoza.
The DOLE is moving
forward for the ratification
through concerted actions
with the different government agencies. Though the
union has already submitted
a position paper on C190 to
Senate Committee Chair on
Foreign Relations.
Convention C190 is the first
international treaty to address violence and harassment in the world of work.
The Convention affirms that
everyone has the right to a
world of work free from violence and harassment.
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PH economy recovery gets support
from business sector
LOCAL businesses in the
country strongly support initiatives to further reopen the
economy greatly battered by
COVID-19-induced lockdowns
and quarantines.
“We, the undersigned, express our strong support for
the initiatives of the Duterte
administration to open the
Philippine economy as a means
for economic recovery and sustainability,” read a statement
by Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Inc., Foundation
for Economic Freedom, Inc.,
Management Association of
the Philippines, Subdivision
and Housing Developers Association, Inc., and UP School of
Economics Alumni Association.
The business groups said,

“It is important to balance
public health
with the deleterious effects
of
poverty
and hunger
on our countrymen, and
to maximize
opportunities to attract
foreign investments
to create jobs and build the infrastructure for a strong digital
economy.”
Furthermore, businessmen also joined NEDA and
the economic managers in
urging the Senate to prioritize
the swift passage of the amendments to the Public Service Act,

the Retail Trade Liberalization
Act and the Foreign Investment Act, which are necessary
preconditions to promulgate a
more progressive Foreign Investment Negative List (FINL).
They believe that the delicate balance between poverty
and health will be best served.

Ideally, the
groups said,
these health
measures
should
be
standardized
across local
government
units (LGUs)
to reduce uncertainty for
all.
“ T o
this end, we
recommend that the Executive Branch convene the Legislative-Executive Development
Advisory Council (LEDAC)
to expedite the enactment of
these much needed, and long
overdue reforms,” the statement said.
“These pieces of legisla-

tion are the structural reforms
that will complement the tax
reforms recently enacted by
the legislature and make the
country more competitive in
attracting FDI in a post pandemic era,” the groups said.
The business community
said they are one with the position of the Department of Finance that our legislature should
act on something that doable
and immediately achievable.
“For the sake of our economy and the well-being of our
people, we urge our government
officials to act with the urgency
that our situation demands, implement localized containment
instead of community quarantines, and enact these crucial
investment reforms,” the statement concluded.

Ayala now a member of the inclusive capitalism council
AYALA
Corporation
Chairman and CEO Jaime
Augusto Zobel de Ayala has
been welcomed into the Council for Inclusive Capitalism
by the Vatican and the global
non-profit coalition of business
and public sector leaders.
Ayala is the first business
group from the Philippines to
be represented in the Council.
“I am thrilled to welcome
these new members as they
take the necessary actions to
ensure a better future for us
all,” said Meredith Sumpter,
CEO of the Council for Inclusive Capitalism.
Sumpter added that,

“Whether you are a small-town
grocer, or a CEO of a global
corporation, we all have a role
to play to build more inclusive
economies and societies.”
The Council for Inclusive
Capitalism was launched in
December 2020 and was provided moral guidance by His
Holiness Pope Francis and the
Vatican through His Eminence
Cardinal Peter Turkson of the
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development.
It is touted as the “historic collaboration of CEOs and
global leaders” serves as a forum for interaction and sharing best practices, and a core

group of guardians for inclusive capitalism.
Guardians include leaders
of the United Nations, Ford
Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, Bank of America, Ernst
& Young, and Mastercard,
among others.
Zobel is among the 17 new
stewards of the council–business and investment leaders
from around the world working
to “change capitalism for good”
via measurable public commitments toward more inclusive
and sustainable practices.
“All of us who thrive on the
success of capitalism need to
have a sense of responsibility

First catastrophe insurance facility for Pinoys
THE Department of Finance (DOF) has announced
that the first private sector-led catastrophe insurance
facility that will help Filipinos become more resilient in
times of disasters.
DOF said the Philippine
Catastrophe Insurance Facility (PCIF) is already being
finalized by the Insurance
Commission (IC), the National Reinsurance Corp. of the
Philippines (Nat Re), and the
Philippine Insurers and Reinsurers’ Association (Pira).
IC Commissioner Dennis
Funa in a report to Finance
Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez III, said the facility

would allow non-life insurers
to cede their catastrophe risks
to the new insurance pool or
facility.
“We recognize the significant role that the non-life insurance industry should play
in ensuring the Philippines’s
catastrophe resilience and in
bridging the catastrophe insurance gap that we need to
urgently address as our country is among the most vulnerable to the onslaught of natural calamities,” Funa said.
With the PCIF in place,
communities, businesses and
even households can hasten
their recovery after acquiring
large losses arising rom cat-

astrophic events such as typhoons and earthquakes.
Apart from these, Funa
said, the PCIF aims to create
a risk-appropriate rating environment that ensures sustainable premium rates. This,
he said, will provide the public wider access to catastrophe insurance protection.
DOF said the PCIF aims
to pool resources available
in the country to keep most
of the funds here and enable
non-life insurers to grow the
premium base. This would
allow them to expand the
range of catastrophe insurance products available to
Filipinos.

and empathy to counteract the
forces of inequity that the system also creates,” Zobel said.
Last year, Zobel was also
named co-chair of Trade and
Investment Taskforce at B20
Saudi Arabia, the official voice
of the global private sector to
the G20.
“I believe that no challenge
is insurmountable if we harness our collective ingenuity

and energy, most especially
when we are driven by a shared
commitment to make a meaningful difference in the lives of
people, and the future of our
children and our planet. The
Council for Inclusive Capitalism is an excellent coalition to
push this agenda forward, and
I am committed to contribute
and to learn,” Zobel said.

House panel tackles SSS
subsidy bill for PWDs
A COMMITTEE at the
House of Representatives approved on first reading a bill
granting an initial 70% subsidy
on the Social Security System
(SSS) contributions of self-employed persons with disabilities (PWDs).
House Bill 2806, which
authorizes subsidies on the
first three months’ SSS payments of self-employed PWDs
was approved by The Committee on PWDs.
The Committee’s Chair,
Representative Ma. Lourdes
T. Arroyo said at the hearing
that the measure passed “subject to style.”
Rep. Rufus B. Rodriguez
said in the bill’s explanatory
note that PWDs “must be commended for their sheer determination to rise above their
own limitations” and expressed

the hope that such legislation
encourages PWDs to become
members of the pension fund to
help them be “better prepared
for the exigencies of sickness
and old age.”
The Department of Budget
and Management (DBM) said
that the subsidy is expected to
cost the government over P200
billion if the program is offered
to PWD members of the SSS.
Jane V. Abella, an assistant director with the DBM’s
Budget and Management Bureau-C which oversees budgeting for government-owned and
-controlled corporations, said
that if this was implemented by
2022, it will lead to a reduction
in the National Government
share of P234 billion which will
be added to the local government units’ internal revenue
allotment.
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IATF amenable to
PH-wide MGCQ

PRESIDENTIAL spokesperson Harry Roque on Friday said the Inter-Agency
Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious
Diseases (IATF) would recommend that the President
place the country under the
more relaxed modified general community quarantine
(MGCQ).
It is now up to President
Rodrigo Duterte to approve
their recommendation amid
calls within his Cabinet to
reopen more businesses and
put millions of breadwinners
back to work.
“We expect that since
there is this kind of agreement between the IATF
and Metro Manila mayors,
the President might agree,”
Roque said.
The option to ease the

country’s
quarantine status
was raised
even amid
the emergence of
new coronavirus
variants
and delays
in the delivery
of
COVID-19
vaccines to
the country.
A c cording to Roque, easing
quarantine levels would not
automatically mean relaxing the current restrictions
based on age.
Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez said the country could

not wait for the COVID-19
vaccines to arrive as more
Filipinos go hungry due to
joblessness.
“We can imagine, each
day that some of our countrymen go without food, each

day they
go hungry
and they
become
malnouri s h e d ,
what
do
we do with
t h e m ?
That is the
big question. They
will surely tell us,
‘We
can
no longer
wait even
for a week,
a month, or three months,’”
Lopez said.
According to Lopez, some
1.6 million Filipinos have yet
to return to the jobs they had
before the pandemic.
Over the past few

months, the government has
been able to gradually reopen
certain industries without
causing a spike in COVID-19
cases and with the infection
tally remaining manageable,
he said.
Also to be discussed in
Malacañang on Monday is
the possibility of resuming
in-person classes.
Roque said the President
may consider limited in-person classes, noting that the
Philippines is now the only
country in the world that has
yet to allow students to return to their classrooms.
“Now that we understand the new variant and it
looks like there is no community transmission of the new
variant, we will resume the
discussions about face-toface [classes],” he said.

BIR to taxpayers: Take advantage of amnesty programs
COMPROMISE agreements with delinquent taxpayers, done within the
bounds of law, helped the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) collect taxes.
BIR Commissioner Caesar Dulay thanked taxpayers’ cooperation in ensuring
that government collects the
needed revenues.
“This will be continued
this 2021. I appeal to the
taxpayers to take advantage,
first, of the amnesty and second, to the program of com-

promise agreement,” he said.
BIR’s Tax Amnesty on
Delinquencies (TAD) program, implemented in line
with the Tax Amnesty Law,
was originally set for implementation only until December 31, 2020. Its deadline
was extended until end-June
2021 to align with the policies under the Bayanihan to
Recover as One Act.
The Voluntary Assessment and Payment Program
(VAPP) allows taxpayers to
voluntarily settle their un-

CAESAR DULAY
BIR COMMISSIONER

paid taxes, with or without
an ongoing audit or investigation. Interested parties
will not be audited for their
2018 taxes.
As of November 2020,
BIR said it has collected
more than P200 million from
these two programs within
three months after their implementation.
Last year, the BIR was
able to collect P1.94 trillion.as against its target of
PHP1.68 trillion.
Finance Secretary Car-

los Dominguez III said BIR’s
digitalization program will
provide the agency further
toehold to increase its revenue collection performance
and hopefully surpass its
P2.08 trillion revenue goal.
“Now more than ever,
the whole nation relies on the
Bureau of Internal Revenue’s
bold commitment to provide
the revenues needed to support our people and push our
country forward towards a
strong economic recovery,”
he said.

Donor’s tax exemptions to COVID-19 vaccines and critical supplies donations
SENATOR Sonny Angara has filed a bill seeking to
exempt from donor’s tax, donations of vaccines and other
critical and essential supplies
needed by the country in the
fight against COVID-19 to help
increase the supply of vaccines
and other critical and essential
supplies needed by the country
in the fight against COVID-19.
“The national government,
local government units and
the private sector are all in the
thick of preparations for the
arrival of the first doses of the
COVID-19 vaccines. Many of
these vaccines will be made

available to the public through
the generosity of donors. We
want to encourage more of
these donations by exempting
these from the donor’s tax,”
Angara said.
Under Senate Bill 2046
filed by Angara last February
10, donations of drugs, vaccines and medical supplies
specifically prescribed and directly used for the treatment
of COVID-19 will be exempted
from the donor’s tax.
Also exempted are donations of capital equipment,
spare parts and raw materials
needed to make personal pro-

tective equipment components
such as coveralls, gowns, surgical masks, goggles and face
shields.
The bill also exempts donations of equipment for waste
management, including waste
segregation, storage, collection, sorting, treatment and
disposal services.
All of the covered donations must be for the use of the
government and private entities, not for commercial use and
shall be for free distribution to
or use for the containment or
mitigation of COVID-19.
The donations shall be

subject to the rules of deductibility pursuant to the provisions of the National Internal
Revenue Code, as amended, as
well as the applicable rules and
issuances of the Bureau of Internal Revenue.
Last Thursday, the Committee on Finance, headed by
Angara, also conducted a hearing on Senate Bill 2042 filed by
Majority Leader Juan Miguel
Zubiri, which seeks to expedite
the purchase and administration of COVID-19 vaccines by
exempting local government
units from compliance with
the provisions of Republic Act

9184 or the Government Procurement Reform Act, and other related laws.
The grant of donor’s tax exemptions will be in effect from
January 1, 2021 to December
31, 2023.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“After every difficulty, ask yourself two
questions: “What did I
do right?” and “What
would I do differently?”
— BRIAN TRACY
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Digital Traffic System
project 90% complete
THE installation of
digital traffic lights for the
Digital Traffic System project in Cebu City is around
90% complete. Traffic
lights in some intersections in the city are already
operational.
This was the report
made by the Department
of Engineering and Public
Works (DEPW) to Mayor

Edgardo Labella.
“We are implementing
this upgrade and modernization of our traffic infrastructure through a joint
venture with Cylix Technologies Inc. and Triune
Electronic Systems Inc.
to improve our traffic and
more importantly, for the
safety and security of the
public, Labella said.

“They are now finishing
the installation of traffic
lights and conduits in the
underground fiber optic
network along P. del Rosario St. and the routes from
Robinsons Fuente to Robinsons Galleria and from
Radisson Blu to Landers,”
the mayor added.
Labella announced that
once all the digital traffic

lights are in place covering 18 areas or intersections in Cebu City,
they will proceed to
develop the Command Center that
will be the central hub for the
different agencies
responsible for the
traffic management
in Cebu City.

EdRadio project, Labella’s personal endeavor
THE Cebu City Local
School Board (LSB) and the
Department of Education
(DepEd) Cebu City Division
are indispensable partners as
we facilitate learning in our
transition to the new normal.
Mayor Edgardo Labella
made this pronouncement
even as he thanked the people behind the noble project.
“While the Cebu City
Education Lab on Radio or
EdRadio is not the catch all
solution to our challenges in education during the
pandemic, I maintain that it
would be very useful and effective,: Labella said.
“I have personally looked

EDRADIO. STEPHAN KRISHNA S. ROMARATE (LEFT) AND BRINDA DEMETRIA (RIGHT) ARE TWO OF
THE FORTY EIGHT TEACHER BROADCASTERS IN THE SAID PROJECT.

through all the steps in doing this project to ensure
that it would work and be
implemented appropriately,
because this is something

personal to me both as a father to my children and as a
figurative one to Cebu City.
We want to help our public
school children survive the

educational challenges we
face,: the mayor added.
Labella commended the
48 teacher broadcasters who
walked the extra mile just

to make this happen for our
school children.
He also conveyed his
heartfelt gratitude for the
exemplary leadership of
Dr. Rhea Mar Angtud,
DepEd-Cebu City school division superintendent; to
Mr. Raddy Diola, the mayor’s
representative in the LSB,
as chairman; and to all the
members of the team who
made this possible.
“The pandemic may
have slowed down the entire world, but the Cebu City
Government is not allowing
the virus to impede our response on matters pertaining
to education,” Labella said.

Seniors’ aid may be delayed,
First Virtual Job Fair
Labella appeals for understanding
THE distribution of the
senior citizen’s financial
aid may be delayed a bit
since the Cebu City Hall is
still agog with the extended renewal of business permits.
Mayor Edgardo Label-

la asked for understanding
over the matter. “We will
try our best to distribute
the cash aid by March this
year.”
Labella already directed the Office of Senior Citizens Affairs (OSCA) to pre-

pare the payroll to ensure
the smooth distribution of
the cash aid once the final
schedule has been set.
The cash aid amounting to P3,000 covers the
months of January, February, and March 2021.

THE Department of Manpower Development and
Placement (DMDP) will hold its first Virtual Job Fair this
coming February 24, 2021.
This is in line with our ongoing thrust to provide job
opportunities for the Cebuanos in this difficult time.
Mayor Edgardo Labella urges Cebu City residents who
are looking for jobs to join in the Virtual Job Fair.
Registration is going on: To register, simply log in to
https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSdMzJL07K1 and follow the steps detailed by the Cebu City Public Information
Office.
Here are the steps to apply:
1. GO TO www.dole7tnk.com
2. CLICK REGISTER
3. CLICK APPLICANT
4. FILL IN YOUR INFORMATION
5. VERIFY THE ACCOUNT THROUGH GMAIL
6. LOG IN THE ACCOUNT
7. LOOK FOR THE DESIRED COMPANY YOU WISH
		TO APPLY
Applicants may apply several times and are reminded
to always attach their Microsoft Word resume.
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Balance fight v. Covid-19,
revive economy

CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
he and Mayor Edgar Labella are hopeful to balance the
fight against Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) and revive the struggling economy.
Rama said the Labella administration is now
working to unite all the
executives in government
and private sector, society
heads, church leaders, and
officials of the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) for a common
goal in fighting Covid-19
and restore positive economic growth.
“We should have one
voice which I called One
Cebu Island. Our approach
to continuing challenge
of Covid-19 must be one.
We should avoid different

policies. While there may
be some peculiarities, we
should respect each other,”
Rama said.
The vice mayor will
check with Cebu City agriculture department head
Joey Baclayon on the status
of the food terminal which
will be built in the amount
of P14 million given by the
Department of Agriculture
(DA).
“We will decide whether
or not they will proceed and
pursue with the construction of a food terminal at liberation center at South Road
Properties (SRP) which is
five hectares where they will
put NOAH 2, which is convertible to a huge evacuation
center but at the same time,
we can have that as a facility.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

City Hall prepares for vaccination: Rama
THE Cebu City Government under Mayor Edgar Labella and Vice Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama is now preparing to put up “Covid Vaccination Storm Rollout Plan for
Cebu City”.
Labella and Rama decided to fast-track the preparation so they can immediately
vaccinate the people once the
vaccines arrive.
“We should focus on the
roll-out plan which we head by
level. The entire sector must
unite in the vaccination process from sitio level to barangay, sitio level to chapel and
church, sitio to malls, and sitio

level to school,” Rama said.
He said that several malls
like Ayala at Cebu Business
Park, SM City of Hans Sy,
Robinsons of Frederick Go,
Elizabeth Mall and Cebu Coliseum of Atty. Augusto Go, and
the Gaisanos agreed to make
their areas available to vaccinate people once vaccine will
arrive.
“I will call owners of private schools to request them
to make their campuses available as vaccination sites,”
Rama said.
Rama said he and Labella are tolerating constructive
criticisms which they think

can help them in changing for
good the alleged lapses in governance.
He called the attention
of Rene Plarisan of the Cebu
City executive department to
bring water tanks to NOAH
Center at South Road Properties (SRP) for continuous supply. NOAH is being
manned by number one Cebu
City Councilor Dondon Hontiveros, Neil Ochige and Joy
Pesquera.
“NOAH is not a hospital
but a facility to cater people
in need of help. Other people
are monitoring for lapses. But
there are several foundations

and good Samaritans that are
helping it to succeed,” Rama
said.
He added that NOAH’s record cannot be matched as it
has already served more than
2,000 people.
“We, in the city government, and our private partners
help each other to make it a
success. It started with private
initiatives, and then helped by
the government, which is accredited by Philhhealth, and
became part of the facility of
the government headed by
Mayor Edgar Labella,” Rama
said.
He added that even if the

Covid vaccines will arrive,
there are people who don’t
want to be vaccinated, so there
is constraint. But there are
also people who cannot be
vaccinated like those aged 15
and below or 18 and below.
Therefore, Rama said the
other solution is applying the
Boy Scout law where you can
see good manners and right
conduct, and self discipline.
The people must make WUHAN a way of life: Wash your
hand, Use your face mask,
Have your temperature check,
Avoid crowded places, and
Never touch your face. ELIAS

CEBU City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama said
his philosophy before was
persons who will be the Philippine president, officials of
private corporations, or top
government officials must be
a Boy Scout.
Rama said that he has
been a Cub Scout, Boy Scout
and Rover Scout.
When asked why? Rama
said the Boy Scout Law says,

“A Boy Scout is Trustworthy,
Obedient, Loyal, Thrifty,
Friendly, Courteous, Kind,
Cheerful and Reverend.”
Rama said that if a person us trustworthy, he can
be trusted. If obedient, he
will follow the rules. If loyal, he will master his job
and will not make trouble
to his principal. If thrifty he
will live within his means. If
friendly, he will not look for

trouble. If courteous, he will
give kind words to others. If
kind, he will be generous and
charitable, and look for profit with conscience and avoid
corruption in public service.
If cheerful, he will smile
though his heart is aching
so he can bring the law of attraction. And if reverend, he
is God-fearing.
Rama was happy to see a
group of Boy Scouts headed

by Boy Scouts of the Philippines (BSP) Executive Director Noel Alicaya who was
a board member, Cebu City
Councilor Nestor Archival
who is an officer, and former Cebu City Councilor Joy
Pesquera who is also an officer.
Rama said Mayor Edgar
Labella used to be a BSP officer when he was a vice mayor.
He cannot be an officer now

because he is a mayor and
there is a restriction from the
Commission on Audit (COA).
“If a person is a Boy
Scout, he will live and master
it, and master his memory
even if we are in pandemic. You just have to remind
yourself of the scout law,
then we will be able to survive amid this Covid-19 challenge.” ELIAS O. BAQUERO

O. BAQUERO
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Yap to harmonize
health protocols
BOHOL Governor Arthur
Yap will issue an executive
order to harmonize all protocols for the people to easily
revive the once strong economy and balance it with health
program especially against
Covid-19 pandemic.
Yap said the people must be free
to choose their
livelihood to earn
for their families,
and at the same
time be vigilant
against health threats like
Covid-19.
“We should balance the
fight against Covid-19 and
the livelihood of the people.
The people must enjoy
the good life, and
good livelihood,”
Yap said.
Yap said he
wants to reconcile

or harmonize the different
protocols and policies imposed by the different Local
Government Units (LGUs)
and the National Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) to reduce the burden of the Locally Stranded Individuals (LSI),
Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFW), Returning Overseas
Filipinos (ROF) and Authorized Persons Outside Residence (APOR).
To be included in the possible changes is the removal of the mandatory 14-day
quarantine if a person is negative in RT-PCR test.
The suggested executive
order will be studied and reviewed by the mayors so all
of them will be guided accordingly in harmonizing and
rationalizing the policies on
quarantine in relation to a
new order.

Yap met with mayors
and Bohol Inter-Agency Task
Force (BIATF) at the capitol
last February 19.
The governor told them
that it cannot be denied that
the policies of national IATF
and BIATF are contrasting instead of imposing a uniform
policy for the people to easily
follow both the health protocol and ways for economic
survival.
He said that because the
country and Bohol is now
waiting for the arrival of the
COVID-19 vaccine, it is now
time to lift the restriction on
the people’s movement so the
economy will also recover.
“Let us provide the people with a good avenue to recover the economy instead of
counting how many persons
are found positive or died of
Covid-19,” Yap said. CBW

Prepare against calamities: governor
GOVERNOR
Arthur
Yap has urged all Local
Government Units (LGUs)
to be prepared against calamities to lessen any damage to lives and properties.
Yap made the advice
because of Tropical Storm
Auring that hit the Visayas
last February 21. Every
year, the Philippines is visited by at least 20 weather
disturbances hitting different provinces in the country.
Earlier, Engr. Al Quiblat of the Philippine At-

mospheric
Geophysical and Astronomical
Administration (PAGASA-Visayas)
warned that
weather disturbance
may result
to floods and
landslide
which may result to death
or damage of properties.
Under the law, every
LGU must have Disaster

Risk Reduction Management (DRRM) to reduce
risk during calamities.
Yap told LGUs to make

sure
that
fuel tanks of
vehicles especially ambulance and
police patrol
car, among
others, are
always full
to be used
in case of
emergency,
transferring
of people to the evacuation
center, bringing any person
to the hospital of health
station, and other facilities.

Yap said that it is
also important to cut the
branches of trees near electric posts, houses or buildings to avoid power interruption or damage of property.
Yap also advicef the
people to prepare flashlights to use in case of power outage or use it during
emergencies in their respective houses.
“We should also pray to
God to spare us from evil
and calamities. Prayer is
power,” Yap said. CBW

Farmers’ market at CPG park to rise in Tagbilaran
THE agricultural sector, which includes farmers, fisherfolks and food
producers are in favor of
a farmers’ market at CPG
Park in Tagbilaran City.
The park is in honor of
the late Philippine President Carlos P. Garcia, a
Boholano who hailed from
Talibon town.
The leaders of the sector
thanked Governor Arthur
Yap for allowing the estab-

lishment of farmers’ market
in front of CPG Park in Tagbilaran City due to high food
demand, strategic location
to customers, and easy access of the stakeholders to
bring their products there.
The farmer’s market is
undergoing
construction
which is different from the
usual “Bagsakan” which was
messy---middlemen buying
the agricultural products
by bulk then selling it to

end-user consumers at high
price.
The previous bagsakan
was not permanent because
the food pavilion was created to support the agriculture
and fishery sectors which the
government and the people
are trying to revive the collapsing economy amid the
Covid-19 pandemic.
The
Boholanos
are
grateful to Governor Yap
for the construction of the

farmers’ market in Tagbilaran City and not in Panglao,
Bohol which is far from the
different municipalities in
Bohol Province.
A farmers’ market in
Panglao is not sustainable
because it is far from most
of the towns, plus additional fare rates and the lack
of tourists due to Covid-19
pandemic.
On the other hand, the
stakeholders have start-

ed arranging the display
structure with drainage system across Bohol Wisdom
School, and for smooth operation of the market.
The critics of Yap opposed the market project
to thwart his administration from getting the credit of giving easy access to
farmers, fisherfolks and
consumers to market their
products. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Biden to reverse Trump’s
policies and legacy
THE US will have to work
to earn back the trust of its allies
if it was to resume a position of
leadership, says President Joe
Biden.
The president has pledged
“unshakable” US support for
the transatlantic alliance in
what he portrayed as an epoch-defining struggle to safeguard democracy. He listed all
the concrete steps he was taking
to repair the many gashes left in
the transatlantic partnership.
Biden used his virtual debut
on the world stage on Friday, in
videoconference remarks first
to the G7 and then the Munich

Security Conference,
to assure America’s
allies of his determination to bury the
legacy left by his predecessor.
Donald Trump
was not mentioned
but almost every
sentence of Biden’s
speech to the Munich conference was
framed by how the
new US president would reverse the policies and approach
of the past four years.
“In so many places, including Europe and the United

States, democratic progress is
under assault,” Biden said. “Historians are going to examine
and write about this moment as
an inflection point and I believe

with every ounce of
my being that democracy will and
must prevail.
“That, in my
view, is our galvanizing
mission,”
the president said,
in a livestreamed
speech to Munich,
where he shared the
virtual stage with
Angela Merkel and
Emmanuel Macron. “Democracy doesn’t happen by accident.
We have to defend it, fight for it,
strengthen it, renew it.”
Whereas Barack Obama

had made a trademark of
Martin Luther King’s optimistic quote insisting “the arc
of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice”,
four years on, Biden said that
the world’s democracies now
“have to prove that our model
isn’t a relic of history”.
He noted that the formal
US return to the Paris climate
agreement took place on Friday, and that the previous
day, the US had announced
its readiness to re-enter multilateral nuclear talks with Iran,
hosted by the EU. Both moves
reversed Trump policies.

Major reset under way for US-Saudi alliance
US PRESIDENT Joe
Biden’s administration has
given a further indication of
how it plans to distance itself
from the Middle East policies
of his predecessor, President
Donald Trump.
The White House Press
Secretary, Jen Psaki, has said

that the president intended to
“recalibrate” his relationship
with Saudi Arabia, a key US
ally.
President
Trump,
through his son-in-law Jared Kushner, forged a close
personal bond with the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed

bin Salman, giving him largely free rein in how he used
US-supplied weaponry in Yemen.
President Biden, it seems,
prefers to deal with his father,
King Salman, who is in his
80s and in poor health. And
from now on, US policy need-

ed to prioritize the rule of law
and respect for human rights.
So what does this mean
for both countries and what
are the risks here for Washington and Riyadh?
For the Saudi Crown
Prince, known as MBS, it
means the good times under

President Trump are well and
truly over.
The Saudi-US alliance
has deep roots. It dates back
to a historic meeting onboard
a US warship in 1945 between
the founder of Saudi Arabia,
King Abdulaziz and President
Roosevelt.

Facebook ‘tentatively befriending’ Australia UK court rules Uber driver
FACEBOOK Inc is back at
the negotiating table after the
tech giant blocked news on its
site in the country.
Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said on Saturday, the company has “tentatively friended us again.”
Facebook’s abrupt decision
to stop Australians from sharing
news on the site and strip the
pages of domestic and foreign
news outlets also erased several state government and emergency department accounts,
causing widespread anger.
Facebook has publicly in-

dicated no change in its opposition to a proposed law requiring social media platforms to
pay for links to news content.
Australia’s Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg said on Friday he
had spoken with Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg and
further talks were expected
over the weekend. It was not
clear whether those talks have
happened.
The stand-off comes as
Australia vows to press ahead
with the landmark legislation,
which could set a global precedent as countries like Canada

express interest in taking similar action.
The Australian law, which
would force Facebook and Alphabet Inc’s Google to reach
commercial deals with Australian publishers or face compulsory arbitration, has cleared the
lower house of Parliament and
is expected to be passed by the
Senate within the next week.
Canadian Heritage Minister Steven Guilbeault said on
Thursday his country would
adopt the Australian approach
as it crafts its own legislation
in coming months.

China’s former richest man vows comeback
HUANG Guangyu, founder
of electronics retail chain Gome
Retail Holdings and formerly
China’s richest man, pledged
to return his company to its
former glory within 18 months
after completing his parole this
week.
One of China’s most influential entrepreneurs, Huang
was arrested in late 2008 on

suspicion of “economic crimes”,
and convicted in 2010 for insider trading and corporate bribery.
He was sentenced to 14 years in
jail, but his term was cut short
for good behavior. He was released from prison last year.
Huang’s wife, Du Juan, has
been managing Gome’s operation during his imprisonment.
But, China’s retail environment

has undergone massive changes and online shopping replaced
bricks-and-mortar stores as the
main channel for home appliance purchases. Gome’s business was affected by the country’s rising e-commerce giants.
“We will try to resume our
original market position within the next 18 months,” said
Huang, 52, in his latest speech

entitled to worker rights
BRITAIN’S
Supreme
Court ruled on Friday that a
group of Uber drivers are entitled to worker rights such as
the minimum wage.
The court decision was a
blow to the ride-hailing service that has ramifications for
millions of others in the gig
economy.
In a case led by two former Uber drivers, a London
employment tribunal ruled in
2016 that they were due entitlements that also included
paid holidays and rest breaks.
Uber drivers are currently treated as self-employed,
meaning that by law they are
only afforded minimal pro-

tections, a status the Silicon
Valley-based company sought
to maintain a long-running
legal tussle.
“The Supreme Court
unanimously
dismisses
Uber’s appeal,” Judge George
Leggatt said on Friday.
“The legislation is intended to give certain protections
to vulnerable individuals who
have little or no say over their
pay and working conditions.”
A total of 25 drivers were
part of the case and Uber said
the verdict did not apply to all
of its current 60,000 drivers
in Britain, including 45,000
in London, one of its most
important global markets.

to Gome’s management.
He said that Gome’s basic
strategy is to offer customers
“low price for carefully selected
products,” along with timely
delivery and a happy shopping
experience.

If it merely wants to become
the leader in physical retail, it
only needs to take on its main
competitor, Suning. If it is eyeing the entire market, however,
it will also need to compete with
Alibaba, JD.com and others.

