“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”

CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK
Room 310-A, 3rd floor
WDC Bldg. Osmeña Blvd., Cebu City
You may visit Cebu Business Week
Facebook page.

March 1 - 7, 2021

www.cebubusinessweek.com

P15.00

SARAVAN CALLS
ON SARA TO RUN
Volume 3, Series 76

12 PAGES

Party list launches RISE with Inday Sara for Economic Sustainability
THE newly formed Partido Kalikasan Party-List
has urged Davao City Mayor
Sara “Inday” Duterte-Carpio
to take up the mantle of continuing the “politics of hope
and change” initiated by the
Duterte administration nationwide.
Partido Kalikasan issued
the call as it launched last
February 27,2021, the movement called RISE or Rise with
Inday Sara for Economic Sustainability at Fuente Osmeña,
Cebu City through a “Run Sara
Run” or “Saravan” motorcade.
Businessman Ruben Virtucio told Cebu Business Week
and DYRC radio that their activities sought to gather five
million signatures nationwide
in a bid to convince her to take
up the challenge of running
for President in 2022.
Sara is the daughter of
President Rodrigo Duterte and brother of Davao City
Rep. Paulo “Pulong” Duterte.
The President discouraged her
daughter to run for the country’s top post. However, Virtucio said Sara must listen to
the sentiment of the people.
The group also hopes that
Sara will succeed in making
the Philippines a federal state
of government.
The presidential election
is on the first Monday of May

2022, but the filing of candidacy will be in October 2021.
“We are hoping that with
overwhelming endorsement,
Mayor Sara will be convinced
to continue the goals of the
Duterte administration that
are characterized by firmness,
propoor and prochange,” said
spokesperson Ruben Virtucio.
The partylist is also circulating an open letter to Mayor
Sara that spelled out the need
to take up the challenge. The
partylist has scheduled a motorcade caravan in Cebu City
as part of its launching activities.
In an interview with Cebu
Business Week and DYRC radio, Virtucio said that if Sara

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
will take over the presidency after her father (President
Duterte) will step down on
June 30, 2022, there will be
continuity of projects. He believed that if another President will sit in Malacañang by
July 1, 2022, all the projects
and programs that have been
started or about to be started
will be stopped.
Virtucio said that while
they are a group of individuals
in Cebu, they tie-up with other
groups like Partido Kalikasan
to maximize their efforts in
convincing Sara to run for
President.
Virtucio, who was also

one of those who urged then
Davao City Mayor Rodrigo
Duterte to run for president
in 2016, said that Duterte supporters believe that Sara will
continue to realize the goals
and implement programs that
her father has started for the
benefit of the people.
In its open letter to Sara,
Partido Kalikasan said that the
machinery and mechanism to
uplift the living condition of
the Filipino people is the advocacy and policy of the Duterte
administration.
At this point of time that
we are facing the biggest economic crisis in this century,
the Duterte administration
continued to protect the in-

LAUNCHING OF RISE OR RISE WITH INDAY SARA FOR ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY HELD AT THE
ELEGANT CIRCLE INN LAST FEBRUARY 27.

terest of the ordinary Filipinos
against the oligarchs and other
organized groups that caused
21 million poorest of the poor
people when President Duterte assumed post in 2016.
Partido Kalikasan said
that the oligarchs and vested
interest groups used the sweat
and blood of the people who
were victimized by institutional and historical lack of justice.
The group believed that
millions of people still believe
that all the injustices and the
needs of all people will be addressed once there is continued governance under a Duterte administration.
Under this politics of
hope, Partido Kalikasan is
positive the people together
with the Duterte administration will push through Bayanihan amid the world crisis because of the Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19) pandemic.
With the accomplishments of President Rodrigo
Duterte in the past four years,
Partido Kalikasan said this has
resulted to the growing number of people urging Sara to
run for President to continue
the goals and programs of this
administration.
The group said that Sara
herself has accomplished several things as mayor of Davao
City for several years.
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Consolacion port part of
build, build, build: Alegado
THE Cebu International
Container Port (CICP) to be
built in Tayud, Consolacion,
Cebu is part of the “Build,
Build, Build” projects of
President Rodrigo Duterte
which must be completed before his term ends by the first
quarter of 2022.
Consolacion Vice Mayor Teresa Alegado told Cebu
Business Week that the
administration of his son,
Consolacion Mayor Joaness
“Joyjoy” Alegado is providing
an office for the CICP Korean
consultants and Department
of Transportation (DOTr) at
the municipal hall.
The CICP is funded in
the amount of P10 billion
from the soft loan under the
Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) of the Korean
Government.
The DOTr is the implementer and the end-user
is the Cebu Port Authority

(CPA) which has the authority over all ports in Cebu based
on the law authored by the
late Rep. Raul V. Del Mar.
Alegado said DOTr officials sought the assistance
of Consolacion Local Government Unit (LGU) because
they found it practical since
the local officials know the
people in the community,

and they can assist.
Alegado said that lately,
DOTr informed the LGU that
another P5 million will be
downloaded to the municipal
coffer because Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade
wants to speed up the completion of the project before
President Duterte will step
down on June 30, 2022.

She said that this is also a
training ground for the LGU
not only on governance, but
on how to implement infrastructure projects.
Alegado also said that
Implementing the Build,
Build, Build projects of the
Duterte administration is
also one way of reviving the
economy which was strong

before the country was hit
by Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Alegado said that by assisting DOTr in implementing the CICP project, the national government will give
Consolacion the opportunity
to identify residents who can
work on it. Several skilled
and unskilled workers lost
their jobs because of the pandemic.
“It will give employment
to the person especially that
in times of pandemic, unemployment is at its worst.
The affordability of the needs
of the people is a problem.
It is sad to know that while
the people have low income
or no income at all, prices of
daily needs went high,” Alegado said.
The government has no
more funds for food or financial assistance locally called
“ayuda.” ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Labella asked to consider 3 proposals to help vendors
Vendors advocate Edward Ligas has asked Cebu
City Mayor Edgardo Labella
to consider his three proposals in helping members
of Cebu City United Vendors
Association (CCUVA) who
were being notified for demolition by the PROBE Team.
Ligas said the CCUVA
vendors were told by PROBE
Team Head Racquel Arce
that the Vicente Sotto Memo-

rial Medical Center (VSMMC) requested the Cebu City
Government to demolish the
vendors who are making livelihood within the sidewalk of
B. Rodriguez Street, Cebu
City beside the hospital because of a coming building
construction.
The list of the three proposals was submitted by Ligas to Labella last February
22, 2021 through Cebu City

Administrator Floro Casas
Jr. and Atty. Joey Daluz, the
consultant of the mayor.
Ligas said Casas and
Daluz were receptive to his
proposals as the two are also
helping the vendors at Carbon Public Market who will
be affected by the impending
modernization by Megawide
Construction Corporation.
Ligas told Cebu Business
Week that after 29 years of

making a living at B. Rodriguez Street, Cebu City
in front of VSMMC, the 21
CCUVA vendors are willing
to vacate the place in three
months even if the Local
Government Unit (LGU) will
not provide them a relocation site.
The three proposals of
Ligas include the vendors’
request for three months extension of their stay, a relo-

cation site, or a financial assistance.
Ligas said that he was
informed that of the three
proposals, the financial assistance was possible to start
a new livelihood.
Ligas was an advocate of
urban poor and vendors in
the past years and he is coming back to help the less fortunate people in the society.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Submarine cable to bring down Bantayan power rate: ERC
ENERGY
Regulatory
Commission (ERC-Visayas)
Director Joel Bontuyan said
the submarine cable project
of the late Cebu 4th District
Rep. Benhur Salimbangon
will reduce electricity rate of
Bantayan Island.
Salimbangon died of cancer last December 24, 2020,
and before he passed away,
he told Cebu Business Week
of his frustration that his submarine cable project between
Cebu mainland and Bantayan
Island has been delayed.
He said that last year he

asked for the reason of the
delay when the project was
intended for the people of the
entire country. All power consumers in Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao are paying Universal Charge for Missionary
Electrification (UCME) to
subsidize the people in the islands.
Power Advocate Romeo
“Butch” Junia said that once
the submarine cable will be
realized, the ERC or the Department of Energy (DOE)
can abolish UCME in the bills
of all electricity consumers.

Bontuyan
said
that
Salimbangon attended one
of ERC hearings because he
wanted Bantayan Island to be
connected to the main power
grid.
He said Salimbangon’s
submarine cable project was
already submitted to the National Grid Corporation of
the Philippines (NGCP) for
implementation. He will wait
for the Regional Development Council (RDC) to meet
again so he will ask NGCP on
the project status.
He added that Ban-

tayan Island is being eyed
for grid connection because
of its high-power usage with
150,000 population.
There is also a study to
connect Bantayan Island either in Cebu or Negros Occidental, depending on the
circumstances. If it is easy to
connect Bantayan Island to
Negros Occidental, or they
can find a connection there
which is nearer so they may
connect the island there.
Anyway, he said the main
islands in the Visayas are interconnected already. So, it

does not really matter where
it will be connected. The Cebu-Negros-Panay (CNP) Grid
now includes Bohol which
is also connected with Leyte
which has several power
plants like Tongonan Geothermal. This also connected
to Samar and Luzon.
Luzon and Visayas now
have common grid. If the connection from Cebu to Dipolog
City will be realized, we can
connect to the entire Mindanao, and will result to nationwide interconnection. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO
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Batuhan hopes 70% of
Filipinos get vaccinated
THE transaction counsel of the Cebu-Cordova
Link Expressway (CCLEX)
leading to the construction of Cebu City-Cordova
bridge said that if the vaccine
against Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) will arrive and 70
percent of the Filipinos will
avail, ultimately, the virus
will die naturally.
Atty. Aristotle “Totol”
Batuhan told Cebu Business
Week that we know in the
Philippines and rest of the
world that it will take years to
develop a vaccine, with several
trial stages and experiments,
starting the tests from animals.
Then the food and drug
administration of different
countries will apply for autho-

rization to use the vacfects. There were only
cine.
cases filed and stories
He said that with
of adverse effects of
Covid-19
pandemic,
Dengvaxia.
the several years of
With these two facdeveloping a vaccine
tors, Batuhan said a
is compressed to less
survey and his personthan a year. They call it
al talks with Cebu City
in the United States as
people, revealed that
Operation War Speed
at least 40 percent of
to fast tract vaccine
Filipinos don’t want to
making up to stage 3
be vaccinated against
clinical trial, then apply
Covid-19.
for emergency use auBatuhan is now conthorization.
ducting a series of WeAs it is done hurbinar called Sugbonar
ATTY. ARISTOTLE “TOTOL” BATUHAN
riedly, Batuhan said
to give additional inthe scientific findings
formation on Covid-19
do not have complete testing culiar to the Philippines is vaccine as people’s awareness.
results. There is now a ques- Dengvaxia, a vaccine against
He said the social media
tion of the vaccine’s safety and dengue with reported bad ef- is both a boon and a bane in
efficacy.
fects. There was no clear sci- the sense that it is important
Another experience pe- entific research on the bad ef- to acquire knowledge in our

fingertips.
“We just look up at the Internet, but the people are left
on their own devices to weigh
what is true and what is fake
on what they read. Unfortunately, there is a proliferation
of fake news and inaccurate
reporting which added to their
confusion,” Batuhan said.
“We cannot force the people to believe on vaccine and
have them vaccinated. It will
be okay if it is based on research and knowing the facts.
But that is not a wise decision
if it is based on what he heard
about it or about that,” Batuhan said.
He urged the people not
to believe on fake news or
gossip, but on scientific findings. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

THE Cebu Ports Authority
(CPA) has announced that it
will proceed with the issuance
of the Notice of Award, Notice
to Proceed and signing of the
contract after the Cebu Port
Commission (CPC) has given
its authority for the planned
construction of Pier 5 to
commence next month.
CPA General Manager
Leonilo Miole said that his
agency will complete the
processing of the project as
scheduled.
The project, especially
the groundworks and actual

construction is targeted to
officially start by the end of
March 2021.
The Pier 5 project has
an approved budget of
P508,340,279 which will be
financed through the CPA
corporate budget and is
scheduled for completion in
May 2022.
It has a 155-meter long
by 50-meter-wide reinforced
concrete pier with the same
concrete deck elevation,
mooring facilities and backup area coverage as Pier 4.
“This is one of the major

port infrastructure projects
of CPA to help decongest the
Cebu Baseport by providing
additional berthing space
and cargo area,” the CPA’s
advisory reads.
It
can
provide
approximately 7,750 sq. m.
additional cargo back-up
area and 360 linear meters
of berthing space. With a
projected draft of 8.5 to 11
meters, this project is also
aimed
to
accommodate
the projected increase of
domestic cargo and vessel
traffic in Cebu,” the CPA

advisory said.
CPA, earlier, called for
a rebidding of the project
after all four of those that
were considered as eligible
during the conduct of the
first bidding were eventually
disqualified because of their
failure to comply with the
equipment requirement.
During the opening of
bids on February 8, only BNR
Const. & Dev’t Corp/A.S.T
Builders JV and Equi-Parco
Construction Company were
declared as eligible.
After the bid evaluation

and
post
qualification
processes
initiated
by
the
CPA
procurement
committee, BNR Const. &
Dev’t Corp/A.S.T Builders JV
was declared as the bidder
with the lowest calculated
and responsive bid of
P507,445,064.27.
The ports of Cebu
were under the Philippine
Ports Authority (PPA) but
Congress through the late
Rep. Raul Del Mar passed a
law for CPA Charter making
it an independent body. PR/

THE National Economic
and Development Authority
in Central Visayas (NEDA7) said that the way to boost
economic revival is increased consumer demand.
In their report to the Regional Development Council
in Central Visayas (RDC-7),
NEDA-7 said that the region
saw an improvement on the
economy in the last quarter
of 2020.
Maria Teresa Alambra
of NEDA-7, said that fourth
quarter was marked with
economic recovery as businesses reopened, but the
present demand was still

“weighing heavily” on many
sectors constraining increased growth.
The inflation rate has
gone down from 1.3 percent
in the second quarter to 0.9
percent in the last quarter of
2020, with a yearly average
of 1.9 percent. The inflation
rate in the last quarter was
lowest in the entire year.
The inflation average of
2020 is 0.3 percent higher
than in 2019, which was at
1.6 percent inflation average.
Alambra noted that for
crop and fisheries production, palay, corn, fruits and

fisheries slightly increased
in 2020 compared to 2019.
Industrial and commercial
products increased by 25.1
thousand metric tons (MT)
in 2020 than in 2019, while
vegetable production decreased by 0.9 thousand MT
in 2020.
Among livestock production, hogs remain the
highest producing industry
with 192.8 thousand MT of
hog produced in 2020 and
goat production increased
by 0.04 thousand MT in
2020.
Poultry production in
2020 dropped in the sec-

ond and third quarter but
regained momentum in the
fourth quarter. Eggs increased production in 2020
garnering a total of 55.50
thousand MT as compared
to the in 2019’s 54.2 thousand MT production.
Despite the pandemic, a
total of P19.964 million of
investments was poured in
the region mostly from Filipino investors and less from
foreigners.
NEDA-7 said the challenge remained on how to
counter the unemployment
rate that has reached 10.4
percent in 2020 or double of

that in 2019.
This is the reason the
agency believed that if the
consumer demand would
go up, the businesses would
flourish again and in turn
unemployment rate would
decrease.
“We expect more recoveries from sectors as economic activities intensify.
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ (BSP’s) employment
outlook index for Q1 2021
and the next 12 months affirmed the view of a possible
increase in the number of
employees in the said period,” said Alambra.

Pier 5 construction to commence in March

BEBIE BAQUERO

Increased consumer demand needed to boost economy
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A Martial Law Book
That Rappler piece
about the Edsa Uprising (EDSA an End of an
Era and an Inspiration)
prompted some friends
to push me about a plan
to write a book on martial law history. Atty.
Lourdes Barcenas said
her husband Mocring is
now preparing one for
2022 -- the 50th year
Weekly Notes
since Sept. 21, 1972.
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
Democrito Barcenas
is a former Cebu OIC vice governor, a human rights lawyer,
and Cebu head of the late senator Pepe Diokno’s Kaakbay.
Mocring is also one of my wedding sponsors.
I urge readers to help by giving me feedback, even
more information, on what they want to read. Take for instance the following:
• The dispersal of the Human Rights Rally at Fuente
Osmeña of December 1980. Police authorities arrested Fr.
Rudy Romano and brought him to the Ramos Police Station.
Pepe Diokno, a speaker at the Redemptorist Rotunda, was
already at the Mactan airport when he heard of the news. He
returned to Cebu City and got Fr. Rudy released.
• The Freedom Marches with Inday Nita Cortes-Daluz
and national opposition leaders in Cebu City in 1980-81.
• The Jogging Protests and reenactment shortly after
the assassination of Ninoy Aquino.
• The Danao-Cebu City Marcos Resign march and the
Carcar-Cebu City Boycott March.
• Violence at the Capitol. Authorities guarding the
counting of the 1984 Batasang Pambansa elections shot at a
huge opposition rally and killed a 17-year-old youth named
Raul Pintoy. The ensuing riot ended at dawn.
• The Visayan Glass labor strike that saw 1) the birth
of KMU in Cebu City and 2) the first time the police used
tear gas here.
• The free Cebu media with information as relayed by
the late Job Tabada.
• Violent dispersal of the multisectoral rally at Camp
Sergio Osmeña.
• The 4-day transport strike in October 1984. This
could spin off into a separate book with an initial account
published in a personal blog post.
• The abduction of Fr. Rudy Romano in Tisa, Cebu City.
I will have enough time for this book. I am staying at home
most of the time hopefully before election campaign-related
chores. Please email me at anol_cebu@yahoo.com.
Sinovac
I learned the first batch of Sinovac will be injected on
health workers at the Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical
Center (VSMMC) this March 3, 2021. The lack of publicity about vaccination plans in Cebu City and the province
makes many Cebuanos pessimistic, though.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for strategic PR of PRWorks Inc. He is also a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM
@anol_cebu.)
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CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK

Editorial

Hope with Sinovac?
The arrival of some
600,000 doses of donated Sinovac vaccines triggered diverse reactions from
Filipinos. It should have
sparked widespread hope.
The vaccines are coming.
But many are not happy.
A large part of the local
health community objected
to the insistence on a vaccine with only 50.4 % efficacy. Cannot the Philippines
reserve the best vaccines for
our health frontliners?
The reaction of President
Rodrigo Duterte is particularly disappointing. While
rooting for Sinovac through
the months and personally
appearing to welcome the
arrival last Sunday, the president said he and the rest of
the old men in the Cabinet
will wait for the arrival of

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Sinopharm.
The preference for the
Chinese-made vaccines is
particularly sad with his ingratiating statements vis-àvis China. Amid the worsening tension at the West Philippine Sea, President Duterte persists with his rudimentary practice of diplomacy
that smacks of tacklessness.
Then he turned the arrival of the Sinovac vaccine
into something political. He
and his social media minions challenged Vice President Leni Robredo to take
the vaccine first.
Instead of urging his
followers to take the lead in
showing a good example of
having themselves injected
first, they instead bash those
who disagree with Sinovac.
To think, only 600,000 dos-
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es arrived. Duterte followers
pride themselves of numbering 16 million.
The president himself
said some 70 million Filipinos must be injected to
achieve herd immunity. This
initial number of donated
vaccines is small. And he expects us to hurdle the health
situation by 2023.
Instead, the president
should have taken the lead
in inspiring hope with the
arrival of the vaccines. He
should have risen above the
political disputes. More vaccines of various brands are
coming. Vaccination is crucial to opening our economy.
Yes, he could have spun
the arrival of the Sinovac
vaccine positively. And it is
not yet too late.
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Oil drops on dollar strength, OPEC+ expectations

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Oil prices fell on Friday as the U.S. dollar rose
while forecasts called for
crude supply to rise in response to prices climbing
above pre-pandemic levels.
The dollar rose as U.S. government bond yields held
near one-year highs, making greenback-priced oil
more expensive for holders of other currencies.
Also, the U.S. stockpile
report this week showed
a surprise build in oil inventories. Investors are
betting that next week’s
meeting of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
and allies, a group known
as OPEC+, will result in
more supply returning to
the market. U.S. crude production fell in December,
the latest month for which
data is available, according
to a monthly report from
the Energy Information
Administration.
Despite
talk of tightening fundamentals, the demand side
of the market is nowhere
near warranting current oil
price levels, some analysts
said. U.S. crude prices also
face pressure from slow-

er refinery demand after
several Gulf Coast facilities were shuttered during
the winter storm last week.
(Reuters)
oOo
President Joe Biden’s
administration has indicated that trade talks are
not high on its agenda for
now — but that may be
what the U.S. needs to get
closer to its partners in
Asia-Pacific, said two former American trade officials. Trade is important
for Asia-Pacific because
many economies in the
region are exports-dependent. Improving trade relations with those countries will be critical for the
U.S. to raise its standing
in the region, where China’s influence is growing,
the officials said during a
Wednesday panel discussion at The Economist’s
Asia Trade Week event.
(CNBC)
oOo
China’s Huawei plans
to make electric vehicles
under its own brand and
could launch some models
this year, four sources said,
as the world’s largest tele-

communications
equipment maker, battered by
US sanctions, explores
a strategic shift. Huawei
Technologies is in talks
with state-owned Changan
Automobile and other automakers to use their car
plants to make its electric
vehicles (EVs), according
to two of the people familiar with the matter. Huawei is also in discussions
with Beijing-backed BAIC
Group’s BluePark New Energy Technology to manufacture its EVs, said one
of the two and a separate
person with direct knowledge of the matter. The
plan heralds a potentially
major shift in direction for
Huawei after nearly twoyears of US sanctions that
have cut its access to key
supply chains, forcing it
to sell a part of its smartphone business to keep the
brand alive. Huawei was
placed on a trade blacklist
by the Trump administration over national security concerns. Many industry executives see little
chance that blocks on the
sale of billions of dollars of
US technology and chips

to the Chinese company,
which has denied wrongdoing, will be reversed by
his successor. (CNA)
oOo
Online booking platform Airbnb has said it is
preparing for a “significant”
travel rebound as the world
emerges from coronavirus
lockdowns. However, the
company said it was still
“too early” to predict how
the business would fare
this year. The company’s
revenue dropped 30% last
year to $3.4bn (£2.4bn), as
Covid-19 restrictions kept
many from travelling. That
was better than many other
travel companies, as people
took to their cars for longer stays in private homes.
The firm said it has already
seen a smaller decline in
travel this year than in
the last three months of
2020, when revenue was
down 22% year-on-year at
$859m. That was better
than many analysts had
expected, given the resurgence of Covid cases and
fresh lockdown restrictions
in many areas. (BBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Vicente Rama: Model of Proper Housekeeping

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Vicente Rama served
as the mayor of Cebu City for
one year and eight months. He
sent his letter of resignation to
President Manuel Quezon on
July 2, 1940 which was replied
on July 11, 1940. He was able
to relinquish the office on August 2, 1940 as he had to wait
for the appointment of lawyer
and newspapermen Jose Delgado as his successor.
In his final report and
farewell note for the city, he
said:
“When I assumed office in
1938, the actual cash savings of
the city being held by the treasurer amounted to no more
than P238,646.16. Whereas,
by the end of June 1940 the
total cash of the city in the
treasury was P484,982.94- or
a difference of P191,336.78.
“Before a government
can win the trust of the people under its care, it has first
to reflect the sentiments and
aspirations of the people.
And this can only be attained

if the Fourth Estate, or the
conglomerate that goes under the name of the Press,
enjoys sufficient freedom
and power to publicize and
interpret the actions of that
same government.
“For this reason, I have
encouraged and accustomed
myself to meet and dialogue
with the reporters of the different newssheets. I believed
that the Press ought to enjoy
both freedom and ease in delivering to every household
its reports concerning the activities and developments undertaken by the government.
In this way the people are enabled to pass judgments and
form opinions regarding topics of any importance.
“It is possible that I have
been too ruthless, too merciless and unkind in publishing, without resorting to runarounds and cover-ups, all
the happenings and deeds of
the city government. But on
the other hand, I could never

deny that the people who pay
for my salary and the salary
of my fellow workers in government have every right to
be kept up to date concerning the things being done.
“That is what Mayors
should do, account to its
constituents of the funds
and resources of the city. It
is frustrating that Cebu City
is hounded with allegations
and perceptions of corruption, fiscal mismanagement,
and abuse of powers of men
and women identified with
the City Mayor.
“It is in challenging time
such as pandemic that people are extra sensitive to the
affairs of the government.
Thus, the city officials must
be extra careful in its actions
and in the discharge of its
duties.
“The City needs proper housekeeping and to the
extent of house cleaning. It
must get rid of the undesirables, corrupt and plain stu-

pid officials.
“This is not the first time
that Cebu City was faced with
pandemic, during the end of
the war and restoration of
the government, the city was
plagued with cholera and other sanitary compromised diseases. A hero came to the city,
he was not wearing a cape, but
a white robe, he was appointed by Don Sergio Suico Osmena Sr., the President at that
time as Cebu City Mayor. His
name, Dr. Nicolas G. Escario.
Seeing the coffers of the city in
dearth, he came to its rescue,
he spent P10,000 to pay the
salaries of the health workers.
He turned a part of Carbon
into an isolation facility to
house those who were infected
with the diseases.
“Cebu City was blessed
that it had two, medical doctors as mayors, Dr. Leandro
Tojong and Dr. Nicolas G.
Escario. The City now needs
officials who truly love the
city and its people.”
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Until Next Time My Friend: Tony Caruzca

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

“Death is the beginning of a new life, not the
end. You may leave this
world but not our heart,
you will live there for
ever.” –Debasish Mridha
I know “Tony” Antonio Dinopol Caruzca
in the early days of my
law practice. He was introduced by a common
friend for a case. Since
then we treated each other as brothers. After the
day’s work I would call
him to grab a bottle of
beer and when our discussion gets heated, we would
sing songs in a bar owned
by my brother located at
Mango Avenue. We then
wind up sipping our favorite pochero or linarang
at Osmena Blvd as I send
him off to Minglanilla
where he was residing at
the time.
Those days, our age
would allow us to drink
endlessly. Later we turned
our drinking streaks to
running and biking to

strengthen our physique
and health.
When he joined politics, Tony ran for Barangay Chief of Pahina San
Nicolas. The exercise nearly drained his resources
and energy but serving his
constituents wiped out his
worries somehow. I have
seen his passion for service. For the peace and security, he installed CCTV
camera to monitor the activities of his sitios, purchase patrol cars for his
tanods, and trained them
in gun handling and safety. He likewise installed
sound systems throughout
the sitios so that he can
announce important information. He also lit his barangay with LED bulbs to
thwart criminal elements.
For health programs, Tony
established the Health
Center for the barangay
and equip them to the fullest so that it can serve his
constituents health needs.
He also purchased garbage

trucks for the garbage
collection efficiency and
appointed garbage collectors so that he can lessen
the garbage of his barangay. He also fence the river fronting the Guadalupe
river so that people will no
longer be tempted throwing their waste directly to
the body water.
He renovated his Barangay Hall and the day
care center to better serve
his barangay mates. He
concreted roads in the barangay and unclogged its
drainage system. Dredging operations in Guadalupe commenced in his
term barangay chief as
the water would overflow
during heavy downpour.
He also encouraged
the establishment of the
inter barangay security council composed of
neighboring
barangays
to strengthen coordinated services and security
concerns in the barangays
under the San Nicolas Po-

lice Station.
He served his constituents with passion in his
heart. His exemplary service encouraged some of
the well-meaning members of the barangay to
join public service among
them is the present Brgy
Captain Arnold Cabongga, John Batucan, and Vicente Laquidao.
He finished his three
terms with flying colors and endorsed Arnold
Cabungga as his successor while he run as barangay councilor.
Tony has been a good
provider for his children
and his family always
comes first to his heart.
Indeed death is not the
end of life but a beginning
of a new chapter. You
may no longer physically
with us but will you will
always remembered in
our hearts and would stay
in our memories.
Tony until we meet in
the next life. Adios amigo.

Reconceptualizing women empowerment, gender equality

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Pursuant to Presidential Proclamations Nos.
224 and 227 and Republic
Act No. 6949, the month
of March has been designated as, “National Women’s Month.”
Thus, the first week
of March each year as
“Women’s Week” through
Presidential Proclamation
No. 224 and March 8 as
“Women’s Rights and International Peace Day.”
Though the historical
vignettes of the United

Nations (UN) Resolution
adopted by the General Assembly in 1977 declaring March 8 as the
“International Women’s
Day” (IWD), the Philippines followed suit some
11 years after the passage
of the UN Resolution.
Aptly enough, it was
during President Corazon
Aquino in 1998, the two
Presidential
Proclamations Nos. 224 and 227,
were signed and established for the passage of
R.A. 6949 in 1990.
Consequently,
the
Philippine
Commission
on Women (PCW), is the
convenor responsible for
ensuring the commemoration of these holidays.
This year’s month-long
celebration, the feminist
organization has already
sounded the clarion call
for women’s empowerment and gender equality
making it louder towards
a concrete, sustainable
and inclusive actions.
“All government agencies, including local government units, private in-

stitutions, civil society organizations, academe are
enjoined to help address
the continuing and emerging issues that hamper
women’s
empowerment
and gender equality.”
Conversely,
women
empowerment was clearly pronounced during the
1995 4th UN World Conference on Women, Beijing, China, when 189 governments signed a historic
road map, Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action.
It focused on 12 critical
areas of concern: 1) women and poverty; 2) education and training of women; 3) women and health;
4) violence against women; 5) women and armed
conflict; 6) women and
the economy; 7) women in
power and decision-making; 8) institutional mechanisms; 9) human rights
of women; 10) women and
media; 11) women and the
environment; 12) the girl
child.
What is the score so
far? This celebration trac-

es its roots in different
movements in the 1990’s
particularly the tragic incident in the US claiming
the lives of 140 working
women died in a fire at
a factory in New York,
March 25, 1911.
“This brought to light
the unfair labor practice
and inhumane working
conditions that women
workers face and led to
several rallies. Then in
1913, the Socialist Women’s International Conference recommended March
8, to be the IWD.
It was only in 1975, the
UN formally designated
March 8 as the day of celebration.
Bringing the issue
home. Sadly, the Philippines has failed to improve
in giving women equal
economic opportunities,
with the pandemic reinforcing gender inequalities among countries, according to the World Bank
report.
The financial institution in its latest report
stated, the country scored

78.8 out of 100 on the
“Women, Business and
Law (WBL) 2021 index.
This is lower than the 81.3
average score the country
got in the previous year,
added the report.
Due to the pandemic,
the WB noted that it has
contributed to a rise in
both the severity and frequency of gender-based
violence.
Noting the importance of the issue, the
Associated Labor Unions
(ALU), an affiliate of the
Trade Union Congress of
the Philippines (TUCP) is
urging the Duterte administration for the immediate ratification of ILO
Convention 190 on gender-based violence and
harassment at the workplace.
This year’s IWD is
anchored on the theme,
Women in Leadership.
Achieving an Equal Future
in a COVID-19 World. And
the country’s slogan for
the month-long celebration, Juana Laban sa Pandemya, Kaya!
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Coco levy trust fund created

PRESIDENT Rodrigo R.
Duterte signed Republic Act
115421 or the Coconut Farmers
and Industry Trust Fund Act
on Friday night.
RA 115421 seeks to declare
coconut levy assets as a trust
fund to rehabilitate and modernize the country’s coconut
industry.
The measure allows poor
coconut farmers to benefit
from taxes collected from them
decades ago, now worth about
P76 billion.
Under the law, the use of
the trust fund will be based on
a development plan prepared
by the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) , which must

consult coconut farmers
and their organizations,
industry associations,
civil society
groups and
government
agencies on
the use of the
money.
T h e
Treasury bureau
must
transfer P10 billion to the trust
fund in the first year, P10 billion
in the second year, P15 billion
in the third year, P15 billion in
the fourth year and P25 billion

in the fifth year. The trust fund
will be maintained for 50 years.
An initial P5 billion will
be made available for various
programs such as planting and

replanting of
hybrid coconut seedlings
and training
of coconut
farmers,
among other
things.
A p proximately
3.5 million
coconut
farmers
from 68 coconut-producing provinces who own
not more than five hectares of
farmland are expected to benefit from the new law.
During his campaign in

2016, Duterte promised coconut farmers that he would return the coco levy fund in his
first 100 days in office.
The late president Ferdinand E. Marcos allegedly conspired with his cronies to tax
coconut farmers, promising
them the development of the
coconut industry and a share
of the investments.
But the money was allegedly used for personal gain
particularly in the purchase of
United Coconut Planters Bank
and San Miguel Corp. shares.
Duterte vetoed a similar
bill in 2019, saying its inadequate safeguards could benefit
wealthy coconut farm owners.

THE Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) has reiterated its support to local cooperatives as it helps the agriculture
sector and micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
survive amid Covid-19.
At the launch of the Agricultural Cooperative Development
Agenda (ACDA), DTI Secretary
Ramon Lopez accentuated the
role of cooperatives in bringing
inclusive growth at the grassroots level as well as their critical
part in helping the government

deal with economic challenges
brought by the pandemic.
Lopez said the DTI has several initiatives that can help cooperatives in providing support
for MSMEs in the agriculture
sector, such as the Covid-19 Assistance to Restart Enterprises
(CARES) program, Livelihood
Seeding
Program–Negosyo
Serbisyo sa Barangay (LSPNSB) program, and shared services facilities (SSFs) program,
among others.
Under the CARES program,

DTI’s financing arm Small Business (SB) Corp. lends zero-interest loans to cooperatives to help
them carry on with their businesses amid the health crisis.
The DTI chief said that as
of February 19, SB Corp. has
released some PHP2.21 billion
loans under the CARES program.
The LSP-NSB program
also provides business advisory
assistance and services to MSMEs affected by natural and human-induced calamities.

DTI’s SSF program, on the
other hand, provides MSMEs
with machinery, equipment,
tools, and systems, among others, under a shared scheme to
improve their competitiveness.
DTI provides these facilities
through cooperatives.
Additionally, Lopez said
that as part of the whole-of-government approach in developing the country’s agriculture
sector, the Board of Investments (BOI) listed agribusiness under the 2020 Invest-

ment Priorities Plan.
“We thank our cooperatives
for being our strong partner
in fostering inclusive growth.
We call on them to maximize
the available opportunities to
further their development. We
hope that you will continually
work with us in the modernization of the agriculture sector,
especially through agribusiness,
so that all our countrymen can
achieve a more comfortable and
higher quality of life as promised
by the President,” Lopez said.

THE Philippines is just
waiting for a fitting moment
to negotiate “travel bubble”
arrangements with its neighboring countries to revive international tourism.
Department of Tourism
(DoT) Undersecretary Benito C. Bengzon, Jr., said when
restrictions ease on international, “we may explore trav-

el bubbles with our neighbors travel.”
Travel bubbles are so
called because they are confined to travelers between
two destinations, whose
governments trust that their
partners have managed
COVID-19 effectively, mitigating any risk of bringing
in the coronavirus. Pairs

of destinations that have
agreed to bubble arrangements include Australia and
New Zealand, and Hong
Kong and Singapore.
Bengzon also urged
travelers to avail of government-subsidized coronavirus testing. Tests are
required for travel to both
domestic and international

destination.
Under the program, the
DoT subsidizes 50% of the
cost of a swab test for travelers getting their tests done at
the Philippine General Hospital (PGH) or Philippine
Children’s Medical Center
(PCMC).
The regular price of
a swab test at the PGH is

P1,800.00. The PCMC price
is P1,500.
Bengzon said about
12,000 travelers have availed
of the subsidized tests at the
PGH and around 11,000 to
12,000 availing of the discount at the PCMC.
The DoT supports the
streamlining and harmonization of travel requirements.

GO LOKAL! launched on
Friday its work-from-home
collection called Silid (room).
It is a concept store initiated by
the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI).
Curated by CommonRoom
PH, Silid Collection offers
products that will help those in
work-from-home arrangement
convert even their small spaces
as a work station, helping them
to be productive while still
maintaining work-life balance

in their own shelter.
“The Silid Collection’s
overall tone of positivity creates
an enduring balance between
work and rest, transforming
the home into a sanctuary with
the flexibility to be converted into a functional space for
working and learning,” DTI
Secretary Ramon Lopez said at
the virtual launching.
Lopez said this new Go Lokal! Collection also supports local young artists and entrepre-

neurs creating innovative products amid the “new normal”
“The reinvention of the
Go Lokal! concept store now
carries a broader selection of
well-curated products but in an
inspired, newly-designed space
that enhances the buying experience for customers,” Lopez
said.
According to Lopez, the
DTI has ramped up its digitalization efforts and sought an
alternative market for micro,

small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) amid the pandemic.
He noted that 81 MSMEs
under the Go Lokal! Program
have migrated online.
Since its introduction in
2016, Go Lokal! has mainstreamed 275 MSMEs with
retail partners and put 786 MSMEs to concept stores and retail.
The program also generated sales of PHP361.97 million
as of November 2020.
Under the Go Lokal! Pro-

gram, the DTI partners with
private stock retailers, mall operators, and vendors to bring
quality products of MSMEs to
the mainstream market.
“Moving forward, we hope
that our ‘Buy Local, Go Lokal’
advocacy will intensify the
awareness and preference of
the local market to purchase
Filipino-made products. Remember: when we buy local,
we create local jobs—not foreign jobs,” Lopez said.

DTI reiterates support to local coops

PH all set for ‘travel bubble’ arrangements

Go Lokal! launches work-from-home collection
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Guidelines issued for limited face-to-face
classes for HEIs’ medical programs
THE Commission on
Higher Education in Central
Visayas (CHED-7) has issued
the guidelines for the gradual reopening of campuses
for limited face-to-face classes among higher education
institutions (HEIs) offering
medical programs.
CHED-7 Director Maximo Aljibe said during the Regional Development Council
in Central Visayas (RDC-7)
first-quarter session, that
HEIs offering medical programs would want to reopen
face-to-face classes, especially for their clerkship or internship.
“DOH (Department of
Health) and CHED have issued guidelines on the gradual reopening of campuses for
those HEIs that have medical
or medicine allied programs
for limited face-to-face. Our
HEIs must be willing to assume the responsibilities
based on their capability to

comply with health and safety
protocols,” Aljibe said.
He added that the guidelines, as of now, would cover
the programs Doctorate for
Medicine, and Bachelor for

Medical Technology, Midwifery, Nursing, Physical
Therapy, and Public Health.
At least 42 medical programs are being offered in
Cebu, nine in Bohol, 12 in

Negros Oriental, and one in
Siquijor. The HEIs offering
such may be willing to open
limited face-to-face classes.
As of now, only the University of Cebu, Southwestern

University, and Velez College
submitted their application
for face-to-face classes centered mostly on clerkship in
the hospitals.
“We need to coordinate
with the LGU concerned and
the IATF, most especially the
DOH. And of course, we need
to strictly abide with the standards implemented by the
DOH,” said Aljibe.
In the guidelines, the
applicant HEI must submit
their face-to-face plan to the
CHED-7 for review and approval.
Aljibe further said that the
role of the LGUs would be to
advise the HEI on their conduct of the classes, conduct
on-site inspections, designate
the health protocol officers
of the HEI to join an Adhoc
body with CHED-7 that will
serve as an investigatory body
for complaints, and assist the
HEI on managing crowd traffic control when needed.

Strict biosecurity, feed hygiene, priority in fight vs. ASF
“EVERYONE’S priority
should be strict biosecurity
and feed hygiene in fighting
the much dreaded African
Swine Fever (ASF), which already resulted in billions of
losses in the Philippines’ hog
industry.”
Food and agriculture
multinational firm Cargill
Cargill’s advice came amid
the Philippine government’s
continuous efforts to contain the spread of the highly
contagious swine virus, including the purchase of thousands of ASF test kits.
Sonny Catacutan, president of Cargill Philippines

and managing director of
Cargill Animal Health and
Nutrition, said in a state-

ment that “prevention is the
only option because there is
no cure”.

PH gets Olympic qualifying slot
AFTER New Zealand
withdrew from the competition, the Philippines
earned a slot in the 2020
Fiba Olympic Qualifying
Tournament.
Fiba announced on Friday that it has decided to
include the Philippines in
the OQT in Serbia because
of the country’s ranking in
the Asia-Oceania region
men’s world ranking.

The
Philippines
is
the no.6 country in the
Asia-Oceania region behind Australia, Iran, New
Zealand, China, and Korea.
Teams that will play in
Belgrade are Group A’s Dominican Republic, the Philippines, and host Serbia,
and Group B’s Puerto Rico,
Italy, and Senegal.
The four best teams out
of all the four OQTs—Lith-

uania, Croatia, Canada,
and Serbia—will advance
to Tokyo for the Summer
Games.
New Zealand decided
to withdraw from the OQT
in Belgrade, Serbia due to
the spike in competitions
and cost of sending teams
abroad. The country instead will focus on the Asia
Cup, World Cup, and 2024
Olympics.

Cargill has recently embarked on an education and
awareness campaign for both
large and small-scale swine
farm businesses and told
them that it’s actually more
important to focus on having
strict biosecurity measures
and feed hygiene within the
backyard and commercial
farms.
“Biosecurity is the first
line of defense and it’s all
about building multiple
barriers,” said Jihoon Kim,
senior technology lead for
swine at Cargill Animal
Health and Nutrition.
“Farm owners, caretakers, and people working in
this industry often forget
about biosecurity. Many
cases of ASFv [ASF virus]
outbreaks stem from people carrying the virus into
the farms. It’s important to
protect swine farms from
outside contamination and

to keep a strict protocol for
suppliers, workers, and animals entering the farms,” he
added.
Meanwhile, when it
comes to animal nutrition,
while there are no cases that
explicitly point to animal
feed as the culprit for ASF infection, feed and feed ingredients have been identified
as potential vectors of transmission and spread.
“Farm owners and hog
raisers should pay close attention to the feed or food
intake of the swine. Avoid
feeding scraps or food waste
and be very conscious about
the ingredients that your animal feeds contain,” Kim said.
“Make sure that the animal feeds come from a reputable manufacturer which
employs strict biosecurity
measures both for personnel
and the manufacturing process itself,” he further said.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Chase the vision, not the money, the
money will end up following you.”
— TONY HSIEH
CEO OF ZAPPOS
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Open, rehab
farm-to-market
roads: Labella
CEBU City Mayor Edgar
C. Labella has instructed the
city agriculturist office and
the Committee on Agriculture to focus on the rehabilitation and opening up of
farm-to-market roads in the
mountain barangays.
Cebu City Councilor Philiip S. Zafra, chairman of the
Committee on Agriculture,
said that this the reason why
at any day, including holidays, he is visiting the mountain barangays to see by himself the farming situation
and needs of the rural folks.

Zafra was in Barangay
Bonbon, Cebu City last Feb.
24 and asked the people
about their needs and how
the City Government can immediately respond to it.
Zafra said Labella believed that improving food
production is one of the ways
to survive the Corona Virus
Disease (Covid-19) pandemic.
Last month, Director
Salvador Diputado of the Department of Agriculture (DA)
7 has turned over to the Cebu
City Government the amount

Gullas’ death
saddens Labella
Cebu City Mayor Edgar C.
Labella was deeply saddened
upon learning that former
congressman Jose “Dodong”
Gullas has passed away.
“Cebu has lost a great
man who has touched many
lives, including mine. I
vividly and fondly recall
when I was in third year
high school at the University
of the Visayas, I was chosen
as the representative for
the Voice of Democracy
inter-school competition,”
Labella said.
The mayor said Gullas

personally saw to it that he
was fitted the best garments
for that event – a Jusi Barong
Tagalog with Marzotto wool
pants. That was the first time
he was able to wear them.
Labella said that when
he ran for Cebu City mayor,
Gullas offered his support.
And when he eventually
became mayor, he continued
to keep in touch. He would
call every now and then to
check on him and impart his
nuggets of wisdom.
“Sir Dodong constantly
reminded me to do my job
well and to maintain my
humility. He would tell me
to always be careful because
I never ambitioned for this
position, which many people
are interested in,” Labella
said in his Facebook post.
“Those were moments
I’ll forever treasure. My
sincerest condolences to
his wife, Ma’am Nena, his
brother
Congressman
Eddie, and the rest
of the family. Sir
Dodong’s legacy will
live on,” Labella
said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

of P14 million for the building of a food terminal.
Zafra said they are now
in the final stage of the design and are making some revisions based on the benchmark that they have conducted in Dalaguete, Cebu.
“Hopefully, we could
conduct a groundbreaking
of the project by March 2021
at SRP (South Road Properties),” Zafra said.
He added that Cebu
City also has a forthcoming
Memorandum of Agreement
MOA) with DA for the urban

gardening at SRP.
He said DA will provide
the funding support for the
project especially in providing free seeds, seedlings and
organic fertilizers.
Earlier, Diputado said
that if there are 10 to 15 families who want to engage in
urban gardening, they are
willing to conduct free seminar and provide free seeds
and organic fertilizers.
“We will educate the people on how to plant vegetables and crops for a self-sustaining Cebu City so the fam-

ilies who will participate will
not rely on buying vegetables
in the market,” Zafra said.
He said he dreamed of
repeating the times when decades ago, the people planted vegetables and crops in
their yards for their own consumption.
Zafra is planning to draft
a law to be submitted to Congress to expand the three-meter easement of rivers. He
said there is a need for water
treatment of the waste of the
residents along the rivers.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

P30M set aside for
water projects: Zafra
CEBU City Councilor Philiip Savior Zafra said
the Cebu City Council has
passed a supplemental budget of about P30 million to
construct mini lagoons and
water catchment areas in
mountain barangays.
Zafra noticed that during
rainy days, the rainwater
from the upper areas of the
mountain barangays down to
the urban barangays will just
flow freely to the sea.
Thus, the people in the
mountain barangays have to
walk for several kilometers
to fetch water for their daily
home consumption and to

water their plants.
“The water catchments
that we will build using that
initial P30 million can hold
rainwater and prevent it
from immediately flowing to
the sea. If there is a big volume of water in catchment
or mini dam, it will surely
seep underground and replenish the aquifer,” Zafra
said.
Once realized, the people can now have water near
their residences, and they
can produce more vegetables
and crops for their consumption and livelihood.
Aside from rainwater,

Zafra said there are several
water sources in the mountain barangays that can be
tapped and can be distributed to houses through pipes.
“It’s a matter of developing water sources. By doing
so, we can provide water directly to their homes, we can
hold water by volumes for
the people’s farms, and we
can also prevent flash floods
in the urban barangays,” Zafra said.
Zafra added that the
target to start the construction
of the small lagoons or mini
dams is by the second quarter
of 2021. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Casas lauded for
CCMC improvements

CEBU City Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia lauded
Atty. Floro Casas Jr., the city
administrator, for the great
improvement in the construction of the Cebu City Medical
Center (CCMC).
Garcia said that he is
proud to say that CCMC was
started in 2014 during the time
of then Mayor Michael Rama.
However, the project was stagnant when then Mayor Tomas
Osmeña replaced Rama.
He said that it is sad to
note that a politician like Osmeña will not finish the project (CCMC) of his opponent
(Rama). As a result, Cebu City
residents suffered.
“Bisag unsa ka-noble sa
project, wa gyuy nahitabo
panahon ni Osmeña. Mayor
Edgar Labella quickly decided
to open the first three floors to
accommodate the outpatients,

imaging department, and all
other facilities needed for outpatients,” Garcia said.
Hopefully, Garcia said that
towards the end of the year,
during the times for the next
election, we are hoping that
the project will be completed.

If not all floors will be operational by the end of the year, at
least all personnel and equipment can go back to the new
CCMC building.
Garcia attributed the early operation of the first three
floors of CCMC to Casas.

“Gitutukan gyud ni ni
Atty. Casas because this is
one of the promises of Mayor
Labella to finish the CCMC
building construction to serve
the people,” Garcia said.
He said that if the members of the media will go there,

they will find that the first
three floors which are now operational are servicing several
patients every day.
“The patients, rich and
poor, can now enjoy the new
hospital facilities, which are
comfortable, spacious and
clean. If all the10 floors of
CCMC will be completed and
operational, you can see that
this is a world-class hospital,”
Garcia said.
He said that the Cebu
City Government has spent so
much to realize the new CCMC
building.
“We allocated P100 million
for finishing of the first three
floors, and we allocated another P500 million to construct
the seven, eight, nine and tenth
floors. Then we will soon allocate
another amount for the finishing
touches of the upper floors,”
Garcia. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Garcia awaits proposal for P100M vs. Covid-19
CEBU City Councilor
Raymond Alvin Garcia is now
waiting for the Local Finance
Committee to submit its proposal for another P100 million
supplemental budget in the
City Council to sustain the fight
against Covid-19 pandemic.
“I am expecting that the
Local Finance Committee will
submit that proposal to the
City Council for deliberation
and approval,” Garcia said.
On record, the City Council has allocated P400 million
to purchase vaccine against

Covid-19 which was made
part of the P10.8 billion annual budget 2021.
Garcia said that if the
P100 million proposed supplemental budget will be
approved, the total amount
to purchase vaccine against
Covid-19 is P500 million.
Garcia is the son of former Cebu City Mayor Alvin
Garcia, and grandson of the
late Atty. Jesus P. Garcia, the
delegate to the 1972 Constitutional Convention.
Aside from Supplemental

Budget No. 1 that will outline
that needs to be purchased for
our Covid-19 response such as
additional P100 million for vaccine, Garcia said there is a need
to buy machines to convert hospital wastes like syringes and
needles into something like cotton when grounded by it.
“The machines will make
the hospital wastes for final disposition. We will include all the
logistics for vaccine roll-out. We
will be purchasing a lot of vehicles, we will hire a lot of manpower plus their allowances so

we can hit our target of vaccinating about half a million Cebu
City residents,” Garcia said.
With the target of 500,000
people to be vaccinated, we
can imagine what logistics
nightmare Cebu City Government will have.
“If needed, we will be purchasing cold storage materials
like refrigerators to preserve
the vaccines. We will be buying
vehicles for transportation to
carry logistics to the designated
vaccination sites. To transport
all people and the vaccines, we

need all the vehicles we can possibly get,” Garcia said.
“We are now preparing
everything needed for the vaccination. This also includes
food because we do not want
that the vaccinators and other frontliners will go hungry.
They must have food and water,” Garcia said.
So, Garcia said he hopes
that the P100 million supplemental budget will cover all
the logistics requirements of
the City of Cebu during vaccination. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Funds to fight Covid-19, revive economy from agencies
SEVERAL National Government Agencies (NGAs) have
given funding for the Cebu City
Government to implement
projects related to the fight
against Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic and how
to survive economically.
Cebu City Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia named
some NGAs as Department of
Agriculture (DA), Department
of Health (DOH), Department
of Interior and Local Government (DILG), and the Department of Social Welfare and

Development (DSWD).
DA, through Director Salvador Diputado has given P14
million to the Cebu City Government through Mayor Edgar
Labella to construct a food terminal at South Road Properties.
Diputado said that aside
from food terminal, they will
also conduct seminars to Cebu
City residents who want to engage in urban gardening to
increase food production, and
give them free seeds, seedlings
and organic fertilizer.
Increasing food produc-

tion, Diputado said, is one
of the ways to survive from
economic crisis because of
Covid-19 lockdowns.
The DOH has also given
the Cebu City Local Government Unit (LGU) some funding for financial assistance
to health workers. The DOH
downloaded the funds to the
LGU that implemented it.
The DILG also has provided funding to the Cebu City
Government in support for
contract tracing and allowances to the contract tracers.

The DSWD has provided
the Special Amelioration Program (SAP) for the Cebu City
residents.
“So, it will really depend
on the NGA’s proposal and
suggestion on how to implement,” Garcia said.
He agreed with former
mediamen Souie Mercado
who said that Covid-19 is here
to stay forever and the government must strengthen the
health care industry.
He said that with the help
of the several NGAs in various

capacities, Cebu City will survive.
He said that when
Covid-19 started in March
2020, we saw a health care
system that was not very well
versed with this particular virus because it was new.
He said that if we can
strengthen our medical facilities and medical institution
especially in Cebu City, we will
see less and less death due to
Covid-19 or due to any sickness for that matter. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Yap to revive tourism
in Bohol

THE chief of the Tourism Promotion Board (TPB)
is confident that the once
vibrant tourism industry in
Bohol which was affected
by Covid-19 will be revived
with the strong leadership of
Governor Arthur Yap.
TPB Chief Operating
Officer Maria Antonette Velasco-Allones of Bohol described Yap as her teacher in
promoting tourism.
Allones made the statement during the Balik Bohol Online Sale (BBOS) last
month with Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo
Puyat as keynote speaker.
The two tourism officials praised the Bohol Local Government Unit (LGU)
and the private tourism industry stakeholders for organizing BBOS to announce
to the public of the big discounts from February 21 to

March 14, 2021.
Panglao Mayor Nila
Montero and Bohol Provincial Tourism Council Chair-

man Atty. Lucas Nunag Jr.
joined the event.
Montero said that this is
now the time that the LGUs,

tourism stakeholders and
DOT shall work together to
revive the once sturdy industry.

Allones said that Yap is
ready to face the risk and
is innovative in promoting
tourism and balance it with
the continuing fight against
Covid-19.
Allones said that even
with the Covid-19 pandemic,
she was still able to connect
with the Bohol officials and
the people of Bohol.
She also acknowledged
the people behind the Balik
Bohol Online Sale like Margie Munsayac, vice president
for sales and marketing of
Bluewater Resort and Bambi Samson of Amorita Beach
Resort.
Allones is confident
that with Yap’s strong leadership in Bohol, the tourism industry will revive,
further describing the governor as someone “whose
heart is in the right place.”
PR/PRIMER

Buenavista folks welcome Jumamoy
THE people of Buenavista, Bohol warmly welcomed
former Bohol Board Member Jaja Jumamoy when the
young leader visited this municipality which is in the Second District last week.
Jumamoy, an international pilot captain, attended the
61st charter day anniversary
of Buenavista, representing
Bohol Governor Arthur Yap.
Yap himself has given
P100,000 per barangay to all
1,109 barangays of the province for waterworks system.

Buenavista is one of Bohol
towns facing Metro Cebu.
After her speech, the people proudly welcomed Jumamoy and expressed their joy
on her visit to the town.
Jumamoy, a daughter of
Inabanga Mayor Roygie Jumamoy, is being endorsed by
Yap’s group to run for congresswoman in Bohol’s 2nd
District in the coming May
2022 election.
Yap believes that Jumamoy can help him in uplifting the
life of the people in the Second

BOHOL BOARD MEMBER
JAJA JUMAMOY

District’s nine municipalities
that belong to it and are categorized by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) as the
poorest among the poor.
In her message, Jumamoy urged the people to support the leadership of Buenavista Mayor Dave Duallo
and the provincial administration of Yap for an inclusive
economic growth.
Jumamoy also encouraged the people to maintain
hard work and increase their
hope and faith amid the Co-

rona Virus Disease (Covid-19)
pandemic.
Jumamoy added that
Buenavista became a municipality due to the effort not
only of the town officials but
the sacrifices of their ancestors in the past decades.
“We should continue to
give pride to Buenavista,”
Jumamoy said.
Jumamoy said she was
elated by the warm reception of the Buenavista people
whom she is bound to serve.
MICHAEL ORTEGA LIGALIG

Not a wet market at CPG Park, says architect
THE farmers’ market at
CPG Park is not a wet market
like that in Cogon and Dao,
both in Tagbilaran City, said
Architect Ninio Guidaben.
Guidaben said that while
it is like an agri-fishery terminal, it is just a display center, a showcase of the products of the farm and sea that
the people can buy.
He said that it is commonly called farmers’ market because it is natural to
sell the agricultural and sea

products.
Guidaben said that because the display center at
the end of the CPG Park, the
people who are visiting the
place for relaxation may buy
the products.
The CPG Park has a covered path walk connecting to
the farmers’ market unlike
the first display area across
Bohol Wisdom School where
the sellers and the consumers
will become wet when it rains.
Guidaben added that if

the Bohol province will survive this pandemic, anyone
can avail of souvenir items,
artworks and handicraft,
among others especially
during festivals.
A comfort room has been
installed to make the farmers’ market conducive to human activities. The display
structure is not fully concreted but made of steel, thus
making for allowance should
there be changes in the future.

The farmers’ market is
like a food pavilion where
sellers can display vegetables, eggs, crops, meat and
fish but these are wrapped
and sealed and packed in
Styrofoam boxes.
The people who will go
to CPG Park will have the opportunity to buy clean, neatly
packed products not usually
found in wet markets.
“We are giving it another
life, another chance to be appreciated. I don’t think there

is something nga murag maka-desecrate to CPG. It is,
in fact, going to be an added
amenity to the park,” Guidaben said.
“It’s not really building
another structure in contrast to the sculpture of CPG.
There is nothing wrong with
this because ang design is
like a covered canopy so that
it doesn’t even entail any destructive look to the park,”
Guidaben said. PR/ ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Biden revokes Trump ban
on green card applicants
US PRESIDENT Joseph
R. Biden on Wednesday revoked a proclamation that
has blocked many green card
applicants from entering the
United States.
Former President Donald Trump issued the ban
last year, saying it was needed to protect US workers
amid high unemployment
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Biden discarded that
reasoning in a proclamation
rescinding the visa ban. The
Democratic president said it
had prevented families from
reuniting in the United States
and harmed US businesses.
Biden has pledged to re-

verse many of Trump’s hardline immigration policies.
Immigrant advocates had
pressed in recent weeks to

lift the visa ban, which was
set to expire on March 31.
Biden left in place another ban on most foreign tem-

porary workers.
In October, a federal
judge in California blocked
Mr. Trump’s ban on those

foreign guest workers as it
affected hundreds of thousands of US businesses that
fought the policy in court.
Curtis Morrison, a California-based immigration attorney, who represents people subject to the ban said
Mr. Biden will now have to
tackle a growing backlog of
applications that have been
held up for months as the
pandemic shut down most
visa processing by the State
Department. The process
could potentially take years,
he said.
“It’s a backlog that
Trump created,” Mr. Morrison said. “He broke the immigration system.”

AUSTRALIA has passed
a world-first law aimed at
making Google and Facebook pay for news content on
their platforms.
The law is seen as a test
case for similar regulation
around the world.
The legislation had been
fiercely opposed by the US
tech giants, with Facebook
blocking all news content to
Australians over the row.
Facebook agreed to reverse its decision after robust
negotiations with the government, which led to changes to the law to address some
of their concerns.
The amended legislation

- the News Media Bargaining Code - was passed by
Australia’s House of Representatives on Thursday, after earlier going through the
Senate.
Facebook and Google
had earlier argued the law
“fundamentally”
misunderstands how the internet
works.
The news code encourages tech giants and news organizations to negotiate payment deals between themselves and commits Facebook and Google to invest
tens of millions of dollars in
local digital content.
The government argues

this prescribes a “fairer” negotiation process between
the parties, as it gives news
organizations more leverage.
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) - a market regulator - says publishers have
had little negotiating power
until now because they are so
reliant on tech monopolies
like Google and Facebook.
It follows an investigation by the commission into
the tech firms’ online advertising dominance, which
showed that in 2018 for every
A$100 (£56; €65) spent by
Australian advertisers, A$49

went to Google and A$24 to
Facebook.
The code also forces tech
platforms to give notice to
news publishers of changes
to their algorithms, which
decides which stories are being displayed.
The amended law also
now requires the government to consider a platform’s existing contributions
to journalism - such as commercial deals with publishers
- before applying the code to
them.
Google had threatened to
withdraw its primary search
engine from Australia, but
the company recently agreed

deals with local media companies including Nine Entertainment and Seven West
Media worth an estimated
A$60m ($47m; £34m) in total.
It has also signed a deal
for an undisclosed sum with
Rupert Murdoch’s News Corporation.
Facebook
has
since
signed at least one deal - with
Seven West Media - and is in
talks other Australian news
groups.
Both firms have also
committed to spending $1bn
each in the news industry
globally over the next three
years.

Australia passes Facebook and Google news law

Apple acquires 100 companies in six years Scotland’s economy to reopen
TIM Cook, Apple’s chief
executive, revealed that the
company has acquired about
100 companies over the last
six years -- buying a company every three to four weeks.
Apple recently delivered
its largest quarter by revenue
of all time, bringing in $111.4
billion (£78.7 billion) in the
first quarter of its fiscal year
2021.
Cook told the shareholders meeting that the acquisitions are mostly aimed at acquiring technology and talent.
Apple’s largest acquisition
in the last decade was its $3bn
purchase of Beats Electronics,

the headphone maker founded by rapper and producer Dr
Dre.
Another high-profile purchase was music recognition
software company Shazam,
for $400m in 2018.
Most often, Apple buys
smaller technology firms and
then incorporates their innovations into its own products.
Apple has also invested
in back-end technology that
would not be so obvious to iPhone or Macbook users.
Apple is an immensely
profitable juggernaut worth
more than $2 trillion, so it has

plenty of money to make acquisitions.
But even if it has bought
100 companies in six years,
Apple appears to be very selective about what it buys.
Measured by value, Apple’s acquisitions are actually
far more restrained than those
of many of its tech rivals.
Microsoft paid $26 billion
for LinkedIn, Amazon paid
$13.7 billion for Whole Foods
and Facebook paid $19 billion
for WhatsApp.
Apple’s ten largest purchases put together would still
be worth far less than any of
those deals.

THE reopening of Scotland’s economy - including
shops, bars, restaurants,
gyms, and hairdressers is expected to start from April 26.
First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon said she “desperately wanted” to give a date
for the overall end of lockdown, as the prime minister has done for June 21 but
said she did not want to give
people “false clarity.”
Businesses have called
for more clarity on the easing of Covid lockdown restrictions.
The Scottish government said non-essential re-

tail and hospitality services
such as gyms and hairdressers would not reopen before
April. 26
From then, Scotland will
return to using a levels system of restrictions, where
the level in each area is determined by prevalence of
the virus.
“Our approach here is
not an outlier and in terms
of reopening the economy,
we are roughly two weeks
behind England.”
She said it was hoped
that the country’s stay at
home restrictions could be
lifted on April 5.

