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Do not wait for June 14 deadline, says officer

THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) 13 urged the
people to avail of the estate
tax amnesty and not wait for
the fast-approaching deadline on June 14, 2021.
Atty. Isaac “Jun” Darcera
Jr., assistant chief of the BIR
Regional Revenue 13 legal
division, said the estate tax
amnesty law, passed by Congress and signed into law by
President Rodrigo Duterte, is
considered a gift of the Duterte administration to the Filipino people.
Atty. Jose Hector “Boom”
Baronda, the chief of the BIR
13 legal division, also urged
the heirs of properties whose
owners died several years ago
to apply for estate tax amnesty to reduce their obligation.
BIR 13 which covers
Cebu and Bohol is led by
Atty. Eduardo Pagulayan, the
director.
Darcera told DYRC radio
and Cebu Business Week that
an estate tax is a privilege to
transfer the properties in the
name of the deceased to his
heirs.
Darcera said that if we
follow the law, the computation of estate tax is when
the property owner died, and
what law to be used.
In the old law, the estate
tax was up to 20 percent rate

if the value is P10 million
and above. If the value of the
property is more than P10
million the BIR computation
is not more than 20 percent.
If the heirs fail to file the estate, there is an interest of 20
percent per annum, plus 25
percent surcharge for late filing.
“That’s why, without the
estate tax amnesty, some
heirs will be forced to sell
their inheritance to pay the
piling estate tax obligation to
the BIR,” Darcera said.
In the estate tax amnesty,
the old rate is now reduced to
six percent per annum, with-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
out surcharge and interest.
“So, the estate tax amnesty is the solution to all
heirs who failed to report to
the BIR the demise of the
original owners of the properties that they’ve inherited,
hence, they also failed to file
the estate tax return that increased every year because of
interests,” Darcera said.
If the heirs will avail of
amnesty, the minimum estate tax must be P5,000. If estate tax due is below P5,000
like P2,000 or P3,000, the
heirs will have to pay P5,000.

So, it’s better to just pay the
P2,000 or P3,000 without
availing amnesty.
But if the original obligation was P2,000 or P3,000
but it became P100,000 or
P200,000 based on the latest
property value, they may apply for amnesty to reduce it.
Darcera said that if the
original property owner was
the grandfather of the heir
who died in 1960 and the estate tax obligation was only
P200, the grandchild may
use the old law of BIR as to
when he died. If the obligation is lesser than P5,000, no
need to avail of the amnesty.

Just pay the actual tax with
the original amount, interest,
penalty and surcharge.
But normally, Darcerea
said an heir can save under
the estate tax amnesty. Imagine, if the basic is just a small
amount, but with 25 percent
surcharge, plus 20 percent
interest per year, the obligation becomes bigger and
bigger until the value of the
properties may be equivalent
or lesser to the BIR obligation.
Darcera said if the
grandfather has died, and
the grandchildren planned
to sell it, the process in the
Register of Deeds is that the
title cannot be transferred to
the names of the heirs without first paying the estate
tax based on whose name is
there in the title.
“I am urging all people
concerned to avail of the amnesty offered by BIR as the
deadline is fast approaching
on June 14, 2021. Apply for
amnesty now. It’s not easy
because if you have several
lands, the obligation will be
consolidated. An heir can
apply for estate tax amnesty
and pay to the bank. If the
application for amnesty is
approved, the heir shall pay
to the bank and file it back to
the BIR,” Darcera said.
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Consumers must not pay for
Bantayan power cost: advocate
THE power cost in Bantayan Island, Cebu using a
private plant to supply electricity to Bantayan Electric
Cooperative (BANELCO) is a
classic case of stranded cost
from imprudent forecasting,
over-contracting and multiple contracting parties, and
the consumers must not pay
for this.
Power Advocate Romeo
“Butch” Junia has the Energy Regulatory Commission
(ERC) about this, being one
of the payors to Universal Charge for Missionary
Electrification (UCME) that
subsidized Bantayan Island
power consumers.
In the Interim Power
Supply Agreement (IPSA),
the monthly cost of P27.00
pkWh for 255,000 kwh is
about P6.8M. The Power
Supply Agreement (PSA)
cost, on the other hand, will
depend on the approved capital recovery fee (CRF) applied to the 15MW GDC.
In an ERC hearing, BANELCO General Manager
Lee Rivera admitted that Isla
Norte Energy Corporation
(INEC) plant for PSA could
be operational in July 2021.
Rivera confirmed the
take-or-pay provisos in IPSA
and PSA but also attested that
all supply from Bantayan Is-

land Power Corporation (BIPCOR) must first be taken
before BANELCO taps into
INEC’s supply. If BIPCOR
delivers sufficient power until
November, IPSA energy and
PSA capacity from INEC will
have nowhere to go, yet we
will have to pay INEC for them
if the contracts are approved
by ERC, Junia warned.
BANELCO has painted
itself into a corner and we
have to make sure that rates
to us for unused power do

not become their wiggle out
wedge, he added.
Junia cited the 2020
Distribution Development
Plan submitted by BANELCO where a 15-MW peak
demand is not reached until
2025-2026. For the years before 2026 BANELCO members and all other consumers
who pay the UCME will subsidize the take-or-pay penalty. Junia noted that for 2022,
the first full year of the PSA,
the peak demand forecast is

12.05MW, 3MW short of the
take-or-pay GDC indicating a
significant amount of unused
but paid capacity.
Worst case scenario, according to Junia, is Rivera’s
declaration in his Judicial Affidavit “that by the fifteenth
(15th) year of the PSA, BANELCO would need fifteen
(15) megawatts of power.”
That would mean that all
consumers will be carrying
the take-or-pay cost of unused capacity for 14 years of

the PSA, but Rivera virtually
retracted that statement by
clarifying that his estimate
was based on an earlier DDP.
Junia said the explanation, however, raises even
more questions because a
BANELCO DDP prior to
Covid19 should have been
more robust and optimistic
given the growth trajectory
of Bantayan’s tourism industry at that time. Tourism,
unfortunately, took a big hit
in the pandemic and Rivera, also noting that, changed
tunes on BENALCO’s 2020
DDP projections claiming
they were no longer valid.
He said the ERC will
have to take a close and hard
look at the numbers and figures submitted by BANELCO
with their PSA application
because their sole witness
undercut them in his personal testimony. While regulation is not exact science
it cannot just be haphazard
and mere guesswork.
Junia noted that BANELCO members should be just
as vigilant on UCME rates
because they, too, pay it just
like everybody else. When
rates obtained or awarded
under imprudent contracts
are recovered from UCME,
we all bear the unfair burden,
Junia said.

October becomes Cooperative Month
THE House of Representatives has passed a bill into
law declaring every October
of the year as Cooperative
Month to recognize the importance of cooperativism.
Rep. Sabeniano “Ben”
Canama of the Coop NATCCO Party-List said that
cooperatives in the entire
country celebrated cooperative month every October.
He said the House of Representatives, through the
House Committee on Cooperatives, make it stronger
by passing a law.
Canama said he has
learned that the Senate has
also approved the bill making every October into a co-

operative month.
Canama also said that
Congress also passed a law
making mandatory the position of a cooperative officer in every municipality,
city or province.
The Lower House is also
looking for ways on how to
extend help to the community,
In the Cebu City Government, there is a special body
called Cebu City Cooperative Development Council
(CCCDC) but there is no cooperative office, hence, there
is no cooperative officer.
Canama said the cooperative officer is now a mandatory position in the Local

REP. SABENIANO CANAMA

Government Unit (LGU) to
supervise and help a cooperative to grow.
In the House Committee on Cooperatives, it organized forums on how to

improve the cooperatives.
Canama noted that the
Cooperative Development
Authority (CDA) said there
are more or less 27,000 registered coops in the entire
country. However, because
some of them are micro, the
active ones in operation are
about 18,000.
So, there are about
9,000 which are not anymore in operation and cancelled registration.
Canama said he is saddened by the fact that of
the 18,000 registered active coops, about 8,000
only have Certificate of Tax
Exemption (CTE) from the
Bureau of Internal Revenue

(BIR) so there are about
10,000 which did not avail
of the tax exemption as embodied in the 1987 Constitution.
Canama initiated meetings with the CDA and BIR.
The BIR listened to their
issues and concerns, and
has a commitment to help.
There are now several cooperatives which will receive
CTEs after long delay of its
issuance.
There are still cooperatives which said that it is
difficult to secure CTE. He
thanked BIR for solvingf
the issue and finally solving the problem. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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DOLE: ‘no vaccine,
no work policy,’ illegal

WORKERS in the private sector, who refuse or fail
to be vaccinated against the
COVID-19 virus should not be
discriminated in their workplaces.
The advisory issued by
Secretary Silvestre H. Bello III
just last week highlighted the
“No Vaccine, No Work Policy,”
being illegal.
Lately, news regarding
some companies requiring
their employees to get the vaccine before reporting to work
became an area of concern,
which the Department of Labor and Employment has finally clarified through Labor
Advisory No. 03, Series of
2021 or the Guidelines on the
Administration of COVID-19

Vaccines in the
Workplaces.
“It would
still be up to
the
workers,
whether or not,
they want to
be vaccinated.
Therefore, no
worker must be
forced to get the
vaccine shot,”
said DOLE-7
Regional Director Salome O. Siaton.
She said companies could
only encourage their employees to get vaccinated but such
is something that they could
not impose upon them since it
is not allowed by law.
Siaton cited a portion of the

advisory that said, “Employees
who refuse to be vaccinated
should not be discriminated
against in terms of tenure, promotion, training, pay and other
benefits, among others, or terminated from employment.”
Administering the vaccine

shots to those,
who are willing to get vaccinated is one
thing. Forcing
those, who are
not willing to
get the vaccine
shots is another,” she added.
She said that
covered establishments
or
those in the
private sector may procure
COVID-19 vaccines, supplies
and other services. “If companies have all these facilities at
their disposal, then they must
be able to adopt and implement the appropriate vaccination policy as part of their Oc-

cupational Safety and Health
Program that is consistent
with the guidelines issued by
the Department Of Health and
the Inter-Agency Task Force or
IATF,” she explained.
Companies may also seek
the support of the appropriate
government agencies in the
procurement, storage, transport, deployment, and administration of COVID-19 vaccines, she continued.
The cost of the vaccination
if administered in the workplacemust not be shouldered
by the workers. “No cost of vaccination in the workplace shall
be charged against or passed
on, directly or indirectly, to the
employees,” Director Siaton finally said.

Globe seeks to improve internet connectivity
THE Globe Telecom
Connectivity Partnership in
Liloan has sought to improve
the internet connection of
the people.
Adonis
Evangelista,
Globe Telecom regional sales
head, said the connectivity
partnership which was started last year in Talisay City is
to promote their advocacy to
provide a better Globe signal
in areas where they are challenged.
The Liloan event was
participated by Mayor Cristina Garcia Frasco and Vice
Mayor Thelma Jordan.

Evangelista said that
the lockdowns and social
distancing following Corona Virus Disease (Covid-19)
pandemic has increased the
demand for internet.
“If the people are staying
at home, there must be an activity. Closed to one hundred
percent of the Filipino population are online, work from
home that need internet requirement for their reports
and updates, and online class
of almost all students,” Evangelista said.
Evangelista said that at
this time of pandemic, what

Globe did in improving internet connectivity was one way
of helping the government
in improving the lives of the
people.
Last March 15, with the
partnership of the private
sector; and the Municipality
of Liloan, Globe, through its
corporate social responsibility (CRS) provided the “Home
Prepaid Wi-FI Kit.”
“We give kits to about 14
barangays of Liloan so they
can avail of the internet. This
is free to the Municipality of
Liloan. Once the barangays
install it, the people will im-

mediately use it especially in
connecting to important barangay activities,” Evangelista said.
Evangelista added that
they have schedules in turning over free Wi-Fi kit especially in the key cities of
Cebu, Mandaue and LapuLapu and the town of Cordova. They will give all barangays in these areas.
“Internet at present is
equally as important as power
and water. Almost one hundred percent of Filipinos are
using mobile phones but their
phones are useless without

internet. We all know the advantage of internet nowadays,
in education, communication,
entertainment and governance,” Evangelista said.
Evangelista said everything is towards innovation,
and there is a need to have a
better signal, better speed, and
better internet experience.
“Aside from the trend and
increasing demand for the internet, we as Globe continue
to improve our network. In
proving such, we build more
cell sites in Cebu, across the
main areas,” Evangelista said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Provincial board asks for stop of Philhealth Covid package
THE Cebu Provincial
Board has passed a resolution
sponsored by Board Member
Glenn Soco requesting Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (Philhealth) to discontinue its Covid-19 Community
Isolation Benefit Package that
includes benefits to isolation
units and other existing benefit coverages like free swab
testing.
The resolution stated that
with the continued onslaught
of the pandemic throughout
the country, the government’s
coffers have seriously depleted.
In answer to the immediate need for emergency health

care and hospitalization of patients infected with the virus,
both national government and
local government units (LGUs)
apportioned huge amounts
from their budgets for health
care needs.
The resolution further
stated that for over a year, the
country, through the Universal Health Care Law which
in effect automatically enrols
every citizen to be covered by
PhilHealth, answers for all
COVID-19 infection and hospitalization expenses.
The same law also provides funds for hospital utilization. Despite the noble pur-

pose for which the law intends
to deliver, the mechanism of
COVID-19 hospitalization coverage of infected patients, hospital funding and even reimbursements are smeared with
issues on corruption.
In fact, a Senate inquiry was conducted leading to
suspension of the interim
mechanism on funding and
reimbursement. It was recommended that the filing of
charges of corruption against
several senior members of
PhilHealth.
The board said that LGUs
were constrained to stop implementing projects for the

year like construction and infrastructures since efforts and
finances are urgently needed to
respond to the pandemic.
It said that PhilHealth,
through its COVID-19 Community Isolation Benefit Package, devised a program wherein public or private non-hospital facilities for COVID-19
patients will receive monetary
packages for serving as quarantine facilities for patients.
An evaluation of the existing isolation centers revealed
that most of those infected
with Covid-19 are from clusters
of individuals who neglected or
did not comply with the mini-

mum health protocols.
This behavior, the board
said, caused damage and disadvantage to government
which shoulders for medical care, food and lodging
of these individuals while in
isolation. A month’s claim for
every patient amount to Php
22,449.00.
The agency which used to
have an actuarial life of more
than ten (10) years before the
pandemic has for today an actuarial life of merely a year.
In fact, should the pandemic
persist, it projects an operating
loss of at least Php 147 Billion
in 2021. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Digong’s VP strategy
Presidents traditionally become lame
ducks as they approached their final
year in office. However, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte seeks
to sidestep this with
the call to run for vice
president. In the same
vein, the move tests
the political waters for
Weekly Notes
Digong running as VP Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
of her daughter Inday
Sara.
With no other strong contender for the VP position,
President Duterte will be perceived by his political following along with the police and military hierarchy
as part of the next administration. Thus, the thinking
goes, he can do what he did during the 2019 election.
I can imagine a repeat of what happened in Cebu City
against the political machinery of Tomas Osmeña.
In 2019, the Dutertes also pursued a novel political
strategy. Digong used the PDP-Laban as his machinery. Meanwhile his daughter Inday formed a parallel
political organization. This pincer movement practically dislocated and eventually decimated the opposition.
Still, Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi swooping
down to Cebu to meet PDP-Laban leaders caught many
here by surprise. The mayors, together with Presidential Assistant Mike Dino, called on President Rodrigo
R. Duterte to run for vice president this 2022.
The move, according to a Cebu-based PDP-Laban
leader, sought to unite the different factions within the
ruling PDP-Laban party. President Duterte is given the
privilege of choosing who he wants to run for president.
Some breadcrumbs lead us to the Senator Bong Go
run for president. An operator of a presidential candidate called this “Bo-Dutz” or the Bong Go-Rodrigo
Duterte tandem. A partnership with the president is
only way for the alalay’s presidential run to fly.
Insiders say the old men with Duterte remember
what Inday Sara did when she took over the Davao City
Hall. They know the daughter will bring with her a new
batch if she wins. Perhaps, only Jun Evasco will stay.
But what I did not expect was Senator Manny Pacquiao’s reaction. An angry Pacman, with Senator Koko
Pimentel at his side, scolded Cusi and rejected the
Bong Go-Duterte initiative. This propels the Pacquiao
presidential run on a separate, independent trajectory.
Whatever happens, pro-Sara operators believe that
in the end, this maneuver goes a long way towards a
Duterte-Duterte victory.
(Emmanuel ‘Anol’ Mongaya is co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He
is also a member of the Political Officers League of the
Philippines POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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No water still?
Cebu City Mayor Edgar
Labella promised solutions
to the perennial lack of
water in Metro Cebu when
he changed the Board of
Directors with new faces
months after his assumption as mayor in 2019. The
appointment of new board
members brought hope
that water will soon flow
continuously from our faucets.
Under the auspices of
the previous board, several projects were lined up.
These include a joint project by two giant business
groups for the construction
of a desalination plant and
the Mananga Dam. However, these projects were

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

scrapped when Labella assumed the mayoral position.
But has the new board
headed by Joey Daluz fulfilled the promise of water
flowing from the faucets of
Cebuanos?
Water is particularly crucial since March last
year when the country experienced a severe lockdown that sacrificed our
economy. After all, the
health protocols included
the frequent washing of
hands and taking a bath
when one arrives home.
But how can most Cebuanos do this without water?
Judging from the com-

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

plaints expressed online,
the board appointed by
Mayor Labella failed. Instead of water flowing from
faucets, the new board
brought water to some
communities using water
tankers.
Recently, the court
ruled favoring the complaint of three members of
the old board. A plea for reconsideration is in order.
However, the public
would judge the performance of the MCWD board
based on whether water
flows from their faucets
and not on arguments in
court.
What do you think is
the public’s verdict?
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Hackers taking advantage of server flaws

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Ransom-seeking hackers have begun taking
advantage of a recently
disclosed flaw in Microsoft’s widely used mail
server software, the company said recently - a serious escalation that could
portend widespread digital disruption. The disclosure, initially made
on Twitter by Microsoft
Corp security program

manager Phillip Misner
and later confirmed by
the Redmond, Washington-based company, is
the realization of worries
that have been coursing
through the security community for days. Since
Mar 2, when Microsoft
announced the discovery
of serious vulnerabilities
in its Exchange software,
experts have warned that
it was only a matter of
time before ransomware
gangs began using them to
shake down organizations
across the Internet. Even
though the security holes
announced by Microsoft
have since been fixed,
organizations worldwide
have failed to patch their
software, leaving them
open to exploitation. Experts attribute the sluggish pace of many customers’ updates in part to the
complexity of Exchange’s
architecture and lack of
expertise.
All
manner
of hackers began taking

advantage of the holes one security firm recently counted 10 separate
hacking groups using the
flaws - but ransomware
operators are among the
most feared. Those groups
work by locking users out
of their devices and data
unless the victims cough
up big chunks of digital
currency. Brett Callow of
cybersecurity
company
Emsisoft said that more
modest companies - many
of which lack the ability or
awareness to update their
software - could be particularly affected by the
latest variant of ransomware. (CNA/Reuters)
oOo
Bitcoin is picking up
momentum once again,
briefly topping $60,000
for the first time amid
optimism that the largest
digital token will achieve
wider adoption. The cryptocurrency was at $59,819
as of March 13, 2021 /
10:08 a.m. New York

time, bouncing back from
a rout at the end of February following a previous
peak set that month. It is
benefiting from optimism
in financial markets after President Joe Biden
signed the $1.9 trillion
pandemic-relief bill into
law. Bitcoin is up about
1,000% in the past year
amid signs of increasing
institutional interest as
well as speculative demand. Advocates champion the cryptocurrency as a
store of value akin to gold
that can act as a hedge
against inflation and a
weaker dollar. Others argue that the rally is a giant
stimulus-fueled bubble on
track to burst like it did in
the 2017-2018 boom-andbust cycle. (Bloomberg)
oOo
Dubai SME, the agency
of Dubai Economy mandated to develop the small and
medium enterprise (SME)
sector, has announced the
launch of the ‘Tjaarz Busi-

ness Incubation Centre’ in
Business Bay, an integrated platform for young citizens and entrepreneurs
with creative and ambitious ideas in the tourism,
franchising, and e-commerce sectors. The centre
will support projects related to the manufacturing and production of perfumes, and also promote
entrepreneurial initiatives
in the specialty beverages sector, especially in the
world of coffee. The incubator provides a package
of specialised services in
business development, in
addition to workspaces on
a membership basis for
professionals in various
creative business fields,
said the statement from
Dubai SME. The facility
is also equipped with laboratories and specialised
courses in perfumery and
coffee-making, it stated.
(GDN Online) mannyrabacal1144@gmail.
com

JESUS P. GARCIA SR., 1971 ConCon Delegate

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

The son of spouses Vicente Oracoy Garcia and
Josefa Paras. Jesus P.
Garcia was born in Dumanjug, Cebu. Jesus was
elected Delegate on November 10, 1970 for the
Constitutional Delegation
convened on June 1, 1971,
that drafted the 1973 Constitution.
Jesus was among the

four delegates elected in
the 2nd District of Cebu.
His fellow delegates were
Pedro L. Yap, of San
Isidro, Leyte who studied
in Cebu at the Cebu Provincial High School (now
Abellana National School)
and in the Cebu Junior
College (now University of the Philippines and
served as Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court from
April 18 to July 1, 1988,
Marcelo Briones Fernan
who was elected Member
of the Regular Batasang
Pambansa in 1984 and on
July 1, 1988 to December
6, 1991 as Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court and
Natalio B. Bacalso.
Jesus became a lawyer on November 9, 1946.
His siblings followed him
to become great lawyers,
Pablo (Savior of the Cebu
Provincial Lots donated to
Cebu City), married Esperanza Tan Fiel, known as
the “Joan of Arc of the Cooperative Movement) was
admitted to the Bar on
January 25, 1952, elected

as Board Member during
the reelection of Governor
Rene Espina. He also became Cebu Vice Governor,
elected as Congressman
in 1987 and Cebu Governor in 1995, serving the
full three terms. A younger sibling, Loreto also became a lawyer on May 9,
1959. Another brother,
Tomas (married Zolema
Po) served their town of
Dumanjug as Mayor from
1972 to 1987. Incidentally, a nephew, Nelson
Gamaliel (son of Pablo)
also served the people of
Dumanjug as Mayor from
2010 to 2016.
Jesus married Severiana Biano, their two children also became lawyers:
Jesus (a namesake and a
junior, married Armi Lopez, Honorary Consul of
Russia) became a lawyer
on March 13, 1969, served
the country as Secretary of
the Department of Communications and Technology from July 1992 to
March 1996 during the
Presidency of Fidel V. Ra-

mos and Alvin (married
Trinidad “Ninette” Neri)
who was admitted to the
Bar on March 10, 1971,
elected as Cebu City Vice
Mayor in 1988 and in 1995
to 2001 as Cebu City Mayor.
The fellow delegates of
Jesus P. Garcia Sr. were:
Province of Cebu: 1st
District: Lydia Durano
Rodriguez and Casimiro
R. Madarang Jr. (the old
1st District was composed
then of Bogo, Tabogon,
Borbon, Sogod, Catmon,
Carmen, Danao City, Pilar, Tudela, Poro, and San
Francisco)
2nd District: Pedro
L. Yap, Marcelo B. Fernan, Natalio B. Bacalso, and Jesus P. Garcia
(the old 2nd District was
composed then of Cebu
City, Mandaue, Consolacion, Liloan, Compostela,
Cordova, and Lapu-Lapu
City).
3rd District: Napoleon
G. Rama and Antonio T.
Bacaltos (the old 3rd District was then composed of

Talisay, Minglanilla, San
Fernando, and Carcar).
4th District: Oliveros
E. Kintanar and Hilario G. Davide, Jr. (the old
4th District was composed
then of Sibonga, Argao,
Dalaguete, and Alcoy).
5th District: Jorge
Kintanar and Pedro B.
Calderon (the old 5th District was composed then
of Santander, Oslob, Boljoon, Samboan, Ginatilan,
Malabuyoc, Alegria, Badian, Moalboal, and Alcantara).
6th District: Andres
R. Flores and Francis M.
Zosa (the old 6th District
was composed then of
Ronda, Dumanjug, Aloguinsan, Pinamungajan, and
Toledo City).
7th District: Antonio
Y. de Pio and Gerardo
M.S. Pepito the (old 7th
District was composed
then of Balamban, Asturias, Tuburan, Tabuelan,
San Remegio, Medellin,
Daanbantayan, Santa Fe,
Bantayan and Madridejos).
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Bike Thru Experience

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Cebu City Sugbo Bike
Lanes went to a Bike Thru. It
is an activity where the Sugbo Bike Lane review the bike
lanes around the City and
make its findings and recommend to the mayor.
Last March 13, the Sugbo Bike Lane BIKE THRU
was revealing. They converged at the residence of
Jay Garganera, one of the
Sugbo Bike Lanes Commissioner, located at Tinago.
They passed Bonifacio Street

proceeding to Colon then C.
Padilla Street turning left at
SRP thru Vestil Street. They
went to SM Seaside and then
SRP Road. They went back to
SRP and then proceeded to
C. Padilla passing Pasil Market then Magallenes St., to
Cebu City Hall crossing Plaza Independencia and then
ending at Tinago Street the
ancestral home of the Garganeras.
During our assessment
at the residence of the Garganeras after Jay Garganera
sponsored the hefty breakfast with matching inon-unan, tinola, and tortang itlog,
we realized from the activity that our bike lanes really
need modifications and improvements. One, we need
to paint more reflectorize
paints and epoxy so that bikers and motorist can have a
clear reproach from the road.
Second, more signage so that
people would be aware of the
existing bike lanes. Third,
education and campaign as
most bikers and motorist are
unaware of what the signag-

es means and the usage of
the lanes. Fourth, most of
those that parked the bike
lanes are vehicles owned by
the government; police cars,
garbage trucks of the barangays, ambulances, red plate
vehicles and owned by the
government employees and
personnel. Our government
agencies, personnel and employees should set an example by implementing the ordinance. Fifth, once the lanes
are complete, there should
be strong enforcement of the
ordinance creating the lanes
otherwise it will become a
white elephant.
The following are considered as prohibited acts in
the lanes in accordance with
Section 8 of Ordinance No.
2408, to wit: a) No person
shall create obstruction along
the Sugbo Bike lanes such as
but not limited to, sidewalk
vending, dumping of construction materials and loading and unloading of goods
and unfinished construction
work except in emergency
cases or situations. b) No

person operating a motor
vehicle shall drive less than
three (3) feet away from the
biker/cyclist while in Sugbo Bike lanes except to park
when parking is allowed or
to enter or leave the sad lane
or prepare for a road turn;
c) No biker shall bike under the influence of alcohol
and prohibited substances;
d) No person operating a bicycle on a highway shall ride
on a deat other than permanent and regular seat; e) No
person shall operate a bike
on a roadway unless he or
she is equipped with proper
brakes, lights, reflector and
safety gear; f) No biker shall
cling to another vehicle while
driving; and g) No biker shall
do any exhibition and stunts
on the Sugbo Bike Lanes,
such as riding on the handlebars and “step nut” riding
and the likes.
Ordinance 2408 in Section 9 also provides the penalties for those who shall
violate the prohibitions, to
wit: a) For failure to provide
bike racks/parking facilities

as required under Section 6
hereof: For establishments
operating for business and
for establishment operating
not for business: A fine of
ONE THOUSAND PESOS
(P1,000.00) for the first offense. A fine of three (P3000)
for the second offense. A fine
of five thousand (P5000) for
the third offense. b) for commission of any of the prohibited acts under section 8
hereof: A fine of five hundred
pesos (P500.00) for the first
offense. A fine of One thousand five hundred (P1500)
for the second offense.
I wish to extend our gratitude to our Commissioners
Jay Garganera, Architect
Ann Cuizon, and Mayor Edgardo Labella and his office
for the full support given and
Office of the Vice Mayor, our
very active executive director
Bernard Maraasin and the
staff and personnel of Sugbo
Bike Lanes Board. A thousand mile will always start
with the first pedal. Write us
at carillogerry@yahoo.
com.ph

Mainstreaming gender issues beyond rhetoric

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Consistent with a clear
commitment to a world of
work free from violence and
harassment, trade unionists
all over the world has been
calling world leaders for ratification of ILO Convention
190 adopted during the International Labor Organization (ILO) 108th Centenary
Session, June 2019.
The ILO Convention
190 considered a landmark
labor instrument got an

overwhelming support from
countries worldwide including our country as a signatory to Convention190. The
Duterte administration have
yet to ratify the ILO Violence
and Harassment Convention.
Nevertheless, the Philippines is listed as one of the
countries with a general interest to ratify the landmark
labor instrument. So far only
Argentina. Fiji, Namibia,
Uruguay have ratified the
Convention. And there are
a growing number of countries that have taken steps
towards ratification, stated
the ILO report.
Having taking cognizance on the issue, labor
unions led by the country’s
biggest labor organization,
the Associated Labor Unions
(ALU), an affiliate of the
Trade Union Congress of
the Philippines (TUCP) is
urging the incumbent administration to put premium in reclaiming women’s
fundamental right to dignity,
equality and inherent power
as change-makers in society.

Sadly, ALU noted that
there is nothing in the long
list of government’s 2021
priority agenda that directly
tackles these concerns.
Verily, the labor organization noted the importance
on the roles of government,
employers, employees, social
institutions, media and the
public in addressing the gender issues and concerns.
With the union’s steadfast belief, achievement of
gender equality, end of violence and harassment in the
world of work and government’s ratification of ILO
Convention 190 is achievable.
Coincidentally, the International Women’s Day commemoration, March 8 in the
midst of the health crisis, the
government’s massive vaccination roll-out program,
the ALU along with Building
and Wood Workers International (BWI) have drawn
critical attention to the Duterte administration, stating
that Covid-19 and economic
recovery should come with
gender equality.

In this extraordinary
time, “our call for equality
should go beyond Women’s
Day or Month celebration”,
said a young worker, Laya
Ferrer.
“Although this pandemic drove us to be flexible and
innovative at work and be resilient in life, there are young
women who became vulnerable to exploitation just to
earn or survive. That is why,
implementation of laws that
protect young women is essential”, added Ferrer.
Sounding the alarm, the
statement from ALU National Vice President and
Women’s Committee Chair,
informing, the pandemic and
stringent restrictions imposed by government have
made violence more glaring,
reduced women’s capacities
and casted out of political
participation in governance.
Gender-based violence
remains one of the most tolerated violations of workers’
human rights. According to
statistics, 35% of women –
818 million women globally,
over the age of 15 have expe-

rienced sexual or physical violence at home, in their communities or in the workplace,
the International Trade
Union Confederation (ITUC)
reported.
Thus, in June 2019, the
ILO adopted a set of robust
and forward-looking labor
instrument in the form of
Convention 190 and Recommendation 206 that aim at
preventing and addressing
violence and harassment in
the world of work, including
gender-based violence and
harassment, explained the
ITUC.
I think the C190 is a complimentary to the concept of
gender-mainstreaming
or
gender and development
(GAD), first introduced at
the 1985 Nairobi World Conference on Women.
Though, the concept on
gender-mainstreaming was
established as a strategy in
international gender equality policy through the Beijing
Platform for Action (BPfA)
adopted in 1995 during the
4th UN Conference on Women, Beijing, China.
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VisMin commercial launching
of DITO Telecommunity
quired benchmarks of the
first government-mandated audit.
The
audit
findings
s h o w e d
that
DITO
demonstrated an average speed of
85.9 Mbps
for 4G and
507.5 Mbps for 5G with population coverage of more than
37%, an indicator pointing to
the brand’s readiness to fulfill
its mandate of bringing worldclass connectivity to every Filipino.
DICT Secretary Gregorio
Honasan II reiterated the im-

portance of having the telecommunications industry to
be at parity with the rest of the
world, in terms of technology.
The entry of DITO through a
transparent and fair bidding
has spurred an increase in investments and infrastructure
spending in the telecom sector,
benefiting the entire nation in
the long term.
NTC
Commissioner
Gamaliel Cordoba stressed that
the successful launch of DITO
is an example of how cooperation, and active collaboration
of government and private corporations, will be key to bring
about true recovery headed by
advancements in the realm of
communications and connectivity. “This is a triumph of the
Filipino people,” he said.

DITO
Telecommunity
Corporation announced it will
provide free calls and texts as
well as broadband services to
3,000 frontliners in ten areas
in Visayas and Mindanao with
the help of the local government units (LGUs).
The announcement was
capped by a ceremonial turnover to Davao City Mayor Sarah Duterte Carpio and Davao
City Vice-Mayor Sebastian
Duterte last March 8, 2021 as
300 frontliners of the City were
named as the first beneficiaries
out of the 3,000 targeted.
The historic yet simple
ceremony was participated in
by key DITO executives Dennis A. Uy, Chairman and CEO;
Retired Major General Rodolfo
Santiago, Chief Technology Of-

ficer (CTO);
and
Atty.
Adel Tamano,
Chief Administrative Officer; with special messages
from Secretary Gregorio
Honasan II
of the Department of
Information
and Communications Technology (DICT),
and Commissioner Gamaliel
Cordoba of the National Telecommunications Commission
(NTC).
“As we begin our commercial launch, all I can say
is that there is more work to
be done and together, we will

Dollar reserves
grew anew
in February

Globe 5G traffic up 24x in February

The dollar reserves of the
country grew in February after
a minor decrease in January,
enhanced by gains from the
central bank’s investments
abroad and its foreign exchange operations.
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) showed on
Thursday that Gross international Teserves (GIR), which
shield the country from liquidity shocks, stood at $109.082
billion as of end-February.
The end-February level inched up 0.38% from the
$108.673-billion level in January and rose 23.7% from
$88.187 billion logged a year
earlier.
The BSP expects to end
the year with $102 billion in
dollar reserves.
“The month-on-month increase in the GIR level reflected inflows mainly from the
BSP’s foreign exchange operations and income from its investments abroad,” the central
bank said in a statement.
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GLOBE experienced a
significant increase in traffic
-- up 24 times to 416.76 TB in
February 2021 from September 2020 as it continued to expand its 5G network locally.
Sustained fire ups and
boosting of 5G sites, as well as
availability of affordable devices that allow customers to
enjoy better data experience
have contributed to the rise of
this technology.
5G’s unbeatable speeds
and almost real-time latency opens a world of countless
possibilities that Filipinos can
look forward to as more and
more areas are transformed
into 5G-powered smart cities,

succeed and make a difference
in transforming the landscape
of Philippine telecommunications,” DITO Chief Technology
Officer, Retired Major General
Rodolfo Santiago said.
Just a few weeks before the
commercial launch, DITO’s
services far exceeded the re-

delivering new experiences in
retail, entertainment, gaming
and healthcare.
Globe is a pioneer in
5G technology in the Philippines, as the first mobile
operator in Southeast Asia
to commercially launch 5G
AirFiber for Home use in
2019. Subsequently, the telco launched its 5G for mobile
in 2020. The telco continues
to expand its 5G network,
now covering 82% of Metro
Manila. Continuous expansion is being done in key areas nationwide driven by the
demand of the public for better connectivity.
In fact, these vigorous

and sustained efforts have
shown positive results as the
Philippines led the rest of
the world in improvements
in 5G technology compared
to 4G, when it comes to Video Experience* with a 40%
score, international analytics firm Opensignal reported
in its latest insight analysis,
“Benchmarking the global
5G experience.” The country
bested Thailand which placed
second to the Philippines,
posting a 29% boost while
Hong Kong showed an improvement of 14%.
The country has also overtaken countries like Australia
and Hong Kong, ranking sec-

ond in 5G Download Speed
Improvement with 10.1 times
increase versus 4G at 117.2
Mbps.
According to Ian Fogg,
Opensignal lead analyst, “For
5G to be relevant to mainstream mobile users, the latest mobile technology must
offer an excellent and superior
mobile network experience. In
this analysis, we quantify just
how good the 5G experience
can be.”
As of February 19 this
year, Globe’s 5G coverage is
present in 960 locations in the
National Capital Region and
240 areas in Visayas and Mindanao.

Smart, top network on 4G availability improvement
OPENSIGNAL, independent analytics firm, named.
telecoms firm Smart as one
of the “global rising stars” on
4G availability improvement
during the Global Mobile
Network Experience Awards
2021.
Smart’s 4G availability—
defined as the proportion of
time 4G users spend connected to 4G or LTE, was said to
have improved by 7.2 percent
between the second half of
2019 and the second half of
2020, higher than the global

average of 4.2 percent.
Other operators in the
same category include Free
Mobile in France, Vodafone
in New Zealand, O2 in Germany, MobiFone in Vietnam,
U Mobile in Malaysia, and Iliad in Italy.
Opensignal included in its
report that Smart hyped its position as one of the “top 30 operators where users have seen
the greatest improvement in
mobile network experience”
out of the over 150 operators
from over 50 countries that.

Mario Tamayo, head
of technology at PLDT and
Smart, said the achievement
was made possible through
“significant investments” in
its mobile network.
“As we continue to expand and improve our LTE
network across the country,
covering even far-flung areas like Pag-Asa Island in the
West Philippine Sea, we are
bringing this enhanced data
experience to more Filipinos,” Tamayo said.
He said that Smart would

invest in new technologies and
expand the rollout of its 5G network “to provide an even better
experience to our customers”.
To date, Smart’s mobile
network covers 96 percent
of the country’s population
and is supported by PLDT’s
fiber infrastructure at over
429,000 kilometers.
As of December 2020,
Smart has also increased the
number of its base stations to
over 59,000, an increase of
20 percent compared to the
end of 2019.
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Virtual Cebu Business Month
celebration in 2021

TO
PREVENT
Covid-2019
transmission,
the business community in
Cebu has decided to forego
activities related to the annual Cebu Business Month
(CBM) which may result to
overcrowding.
The Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) on Friday said in a
statement that this year’s
celebration will still be held
virtually.
CBM is the biggest annual event of the CCCI and the
business community here
where traditionally, physical
conferences, trade shows,

among
other
events, are held in
June.
The chamber
also
announced
that Cebuano entrepreneur
Michael Cubos remains the chairman of this year’s
CBM celebration.
He was named
CBM 2020 chairperson after succeeding entrepreneur Lilu Aliño.
Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the CBM last

year was forced
to shift its usual
physical activities
to online platforms as big physical events were
strictly prohibited. Several events
were even postponed.
Despite the
uncertainties
brought by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the CBM 2020
was able to push
through with its
events as it capitalized on technol-

ogy to create more innovative
and wide-ranging webinars
and forums that continued
until November 2020.
“We will push and make
the Cebu Chamber beyond
its standard,” Cubos told the
local press.
He also emphasized utilizing the CBM App which
will serve as a platform for
virtual programs and virtual
exhibits for participants and
the use and implementation
of technology.
Cubos is the founder
of homegrown firm Performance360 Call Center and
BPO Services.

DILG-7 completes validation for road clearing
THE Department of Interior and Local Government in Central Visayas
(DILG-7) has completed
the evaluation for the road
clearing mandate in the local
government units (LGUs) in
the region.
The cities of Cebu,
Mandaue, and Lapu-Lapu or
Metro Cebu’s tricities, have
been lauded for their efforts.
In his initial statements,
Lawyer Ian Kenneth Lucero,
Local Government Monitoring and Evaluation Division chief commended the
efforts of Highly Urbanized
Cities (HUCs) in the region
for complying with the President’s directive.
In a statement released
on March 12, 2021, DILG-7
said that they completed the

CLEARING OPERATION. THE CEBU CITY PREVENTION, RESTORATION, ORDER, BEAUTIFICATION,
AND ENHANCEMENT (PROBE) TEAM CLEAR THE SIDEWALKS ALONG MAJOR CITY STREETS.

validation for the road clearing in the past week.
To ensure the impartiality of the validation process,
validation teams were composed of a representative
each from the DILG, Philippine National Police (PNP),

Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP), and a civil society organization. They were created and cross-posted, which
means they must not be assigned in their original LGU
of assignment or residence.
The cross-validation was

as follows: Cebu City and
Mandaue City, Lapu-Lapu
City and Cebu Province, and
inter-LGUs in Bohol, Negros
Oriental, and Siquijor.
DILG-7 has submitted
to DILG Central Office the
consolidated LGU compli-

ance data as well as the pertinent documents on March
9, 2021.
LGUs were given until
February 15, 2021 to comply
with the directive in accordance with their respective
community quarantine classification.
DILG-7 Director Leocadio Trovela remained optimistic that the LGUs could
achieve a higher compliance
rate or sustain the gains
from last year when there
was a significantly high compliance rate of more than 90
percent in the region.
DILG-7 through its field
offices have worked closely with the LGUs and other
stakeholders to fully comply
with the presidential directive.

SEC-Cebu to start accepting company annual reports online
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
in Cebu will start accepting
online submission of annual
reports on Monday.
Dubbed as the Online
Submission Tool (OST), the
SEC will now allow the submission of annual financial
statements (ASF), general
information sheet (GIS), and
other documents without
physically visiting its offices.
In a statement Friday,
SEC-Cebu director lawyer
Alma Marie Estrada-Dalena
said that with the OST, SEC
is one more step closer to

achieving its ease-of-doingbusiness and sustainability
goals, which have been at
the core of its ongoing digital
transformation.
Dalena said OST is equally important in the agency’s
efforts to “automate business transactions to limit
face-to-face interactions, and
consequently help stem the
transmission of Covid-19 and
accelerate the country’s recovery from the pandemic.”
SEC issued Memorandum Circular No. 3 Last
March 9, enumerating the
procedure and requirements

for the filing of annual reports, including the schedule
and deadline of submissions.
Aside from the AFS and
GIS, corporations and partnerships can now submit
sworn statement for foundation (SSF), general form for
financial statements (GFFS),
and special form for financial
statements (SFFS) during
the initial implementation.
Corporations,
partnerships and their authorized
filers must enroll in the OST
by accomplishing the online
application form and submitting the required documents

at https://ciffs-ost.sec.gov.ph.
The documents required
for enrollment include a
board resolution authorizing
its representative to file reports on behalf of the corporation or partnership, as well
as a copy of their submission
of email addresses and cellular phone numbers or their
accomplished GIS using the
2020 version of the form, as
required by SEC Memorandum Circular No. 28.
All stock corporations,
including the branch offices,
representative offices, regional headquarters and re-

gional operating headquarters of foreign corporations,
will be required to submit
their reports using the OST
starting this year.
Non-stock corporations
still have the option to submit
their reports over the counter.
By 2022, the SEC will
require all non-stock corporations to enroll in and submit their reports through the
OST.
Law, consultancy and
other firms providing related
services to corporations and
partnerships may also enroll
as authorized filers.
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Cebu City garners awards in
Locally Sourced Revenues for 2019
CEBU City has been
awarded Top 8 in Nominal
Locally Sourced Revenues
(LSR) for the year 2019 in
the Bureau of Local Government Finance’s (BLGF) national ranking of provinces,
cities, and municipalities on
local revenue generation.
Cebu City also landed
in the Top 4 slot in Collection Efficiency (CE) of LSR,
and Top 2 in Year-On-Year
Growth in LSR.
A beaming Cebu City
Mayor said that these awards
clearly shows that Cebu City
has been recognized f or its
invaluable efforts in revenue
generation, which is reflective of the economic growth
of our city and the country as
a whole. Revenue generation
can help bring better public
service.
“So, this a welcome development. Dako nakong

Labella issues
EO No. 22

CEBU City Mayor Edgardo Labella said that since
October 2020, traditional
jeepneys were gradually allowed to resume operations.
But, Labella acknowledged the grave necessity
for public transportation,
especially those routes that
would reach up to the cities of Mandaue and Talisay
from Cebu City. This, despite allowing some traditional jeepneys to ply the city
streets.
Based on the recommendation of the Cebu City
Jeepney Task Force, Labella
issued Executive Order No.
22, allowing jeepney routes
from Tabunok, Poblacion
Talisay and from Ibabao and
Ouano in Mandaue City going to Ayala, Manalili and
Gaisano Country Mall.

kalipay nga napasidunggan
atong mga efforts sa tax collection bisan gani og wala ta
nag-increase sa buhis and we
have been strained in facing
this pandemic, Labella said.
Labella gave due recognition to the city’s honest
and efficient city tax collectors; to City Treasurer, Mare
Vae “Ivy” Fernandez Reyes,
whose job is the safekeeping
of these resources; and to City
Assessor, Noel Wenceslao.
Of course, Labella said,
he is most grateful to the taxpayers who strived hard to
religiously pay correct taxes
given the extension of deadline. “This recognition would
not have been possible without our taxpayers.”.
The Cebu City Government will see to it that the
tax revenues will be used for
the implementation of local
infrastructure projects.

End of pandemic in sight: Labella
“THE end of this pandemic is in sight.”
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella quoted health experts even as the whole world
is agog with the COVID-19
vaccinations.
“What we need to do, individually and as a community,
is to make sure that we observe
minimum health and safety
protocols to stop the spread
of COVID-19 as we await our
turn to be vaccinated,” Labella
stated in his Facebook post.
“Again, and again,” La-

bella said, “his faith in our
community and the things we
could do together when faced
with a challenge has been re-

warded and strengthened.”
“We have overcome many
challenges throughout this
pandemic year. We will face

more challenges and I am sure
that by working together, we
will again overcome these,”
the mayor added.
According to Labella, it
is not the challenge that will
define us but the strength of
our community. It is not the
situation but our character as
we deal with them.
He said he is reminded of
a quote that says, “The same
boiling water that softens the
potato hardens the egg. It’s
what you’re made of, not the
circumstances.”

Japan invites Cebu City to apply for “Smart JAMP.”
CEBU City is one of the
few ASEAN cities that has
invited by the Japanese Government to apply for the
“Smart City supported by
Japan ASEAN Mutual Partnership--- known in short as
“Smart JAMP.”
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo
Labella, said that through the
city’s continuing relationship
with Yokohama as a sister
city, the Japanese Government wishes to extend technical support under the Smart
JAMP for the city to continue
to move towards sustainable

VIRTUAL MEETING. SCREEN GRAB FROM THE CEBU CITY TECH
CONSULTATION WITH CITY OF YOKOHAMA.

urban development amid
the tough situation brought

about by the pandemic.
“Through
the
grant

that we applied with Smart
JAMP, the Government of
Japan will help craft formulation studies with regards
to the traffic system of Cebu
City, which is indeed a smart
city project.
In this study, they can
give us recommendations
how to augment our efforts
to improve the existing traffic
flow, Labella said.
The mayor was positive the city can use this recommendation in the future
transport projects, once the
study will be completed.
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Cebu City awards Certificate
of Lot to the landless

CEBU City Councilor
Raymond Garcia, chairman
of the Local Housing Board,
led the awarding of Certificate of Lot Awards to 331
underprivileged home lots
occupants in Barangays Luz
and Zapatera.
Garcia affirms the City
Government’s thrust in protecting the rights of the underpriviledged families in
the midst of rapid urbanization.
“Ang tumong ug tinguha nato kay dapat walay tao
magpuyo sa squatter. Atong
paninguhaon nga kitang

tanan magpuyo sa atong
tagsa-tagsa nga yuta. We
will must strive for a squatter free city. I fully support Mayor Edgar Labella’s
determination to provide
housing to the landless. Mao
ni ang pagtukod og medium
and high rise buildings,”
Garcia said.
Recipients lauded the
awarding since they were
collectively deprived of
ownership of the lots that
they have been occupying
for several years already by
the previous administration. PR

Labella supports ‘I Love Cebu’ campaign
THE tourism stakeholders in Cebu, led by the Hotel,
Resort and Restaurant Association of Cebu (HRRAC) and
the Cebu Association of Tour
Operations Specialists (CATOS), have convened the ‘I
Love Cebu Initiative’.
It just recently launched
its first project -- the Love
Cebu Online Travel Sale.
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella was all praises for
the stakeholders behind this
laudable project which aims
to revive the city’s tourism industry.
“Tourism is one of the
most important industries
badly affected by the pandem-

ic, and the President himself has pronounced that
we
should
start opening
the
economy,” Labella
said.
The mayor
added
that “It is but
fitting
and
proper that
we come up
with certain
programs that
will adhere to
the minimum
health protocols set by the Inter-Agency

Task Force (IATF) and the
Department
of
Health
(DOH), and
at the same
time help restart sa tourism industry
in the City of
Cebu.”
“On behalf of
the Cebu City
Government,
I congratulate
the honorable
Department
of
Tourism
Secretary
Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat; our very able

head of the Tourism Commission of the City of Cebu, former councilor Atty. Jocelyn
Pesquera; HRRAC President
Mr. Alfred Reyes; and the
other officers, members, and
convenors of the I Love Cebu
Initiative for coming up with
this undertaking,” Labella
said.
The mayor further said
that the Cebu City Government will be supportive of
programs such as this that
are geared towards the uplifting of our tourism industry, as long as we continue to
adhere to the health protocols
squared out by the IATF and
DOH.

Cebu City mulls waiving Balik Pasada IDs
THE Cebu City Jeepney
Task Force eyes waiving the
need for Balik Pasada IDs
as the city allows the reentry of public utility jeepneys
(PUJs) doing cross-boundary travels.
Councilor James Anthony Cuenco, the task force
chairperson, said jeepney
operators covering inter-local government unit (Inter-LGU) routes would need
to secure first a Travel Line
from Cebu City Transportation Office (CCTO) before
they can operate here.
“We are planning to
waive the Balik Pasada IDs,

to make it easy for them to return to operate in Cebu City,
but I want to make it clear
that I cannot waive what is
found in the ordinance, and
that is the need for a travel
line,” said Cuenco.
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella issued an Executive Order (EO) allowing
cross-border jeepneys entry
in the city. The EO took effect
on Monday, March 15, 2021.
Labella’s orders came
just about six months after
traditional PUJs (TPUJs)
were finally given clearance
to resume operations in the
city.

But even if the mayor has
reopened the city for jeeps
doing cross-border travels,
Cuenco said they are not
expecting an increase in the
numbers of TPUJs plying on
the streets.
“We might only see a few
inter-LGU TPUJs, especially
that we still have limited entry points on the borders. But
we’re hoping that with this
development, it would lessen the burden for our riding
public,” he added “.
Since September 2020, the
city government has issued
over 400 Balik Pasada IDs to
TPUJ drivers and operators.
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Yap reminds LGUs
v. disasters

BOHOL Governor Arthur
Yap has reminded all Local
Government Units (LGUs) to
be always prepared against
all disasters like typhoon,
earthquake, flood, and landslide.
Engineer Al Quiblat,
chief of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and
Astronomical Administration (PAGASA) Visayas Field
Office, said that the Philippines is visited by at least 20
weather disturbances annually.
On record, Bohol was the
epicenter of the 7.2 magnitude earthquake on October
15, 2013. It was hit by typhoon Yolanda on November
8, 2013.
Bohol is composed of
Tagbilaran City and 47 municipalities, with three con-

gressional districts and an
estimated 1.5 million population.
Under the law, every
LGU must have a Disaster
Risk Reduction Manage-

ment Office (DRRMO) that
will prepare plans and implement guidelines to reduce
risk during calamities.
Yap said the people
and the LGU’s DRRMO must

make sure that the tanks of
vehicles like ambulance and
support units are full of fuel
for effective transport of patients and properties during
emergencies.

He said that LGUs and
the Philippine National Police
(PNP) stations must be ready
to transport people to the
evacuation centers, hospitals,
health stations, and other facilities in times of needs.
The governor also suggested that the people and
the LGUs must trim down
the branches of trees near
electric posts to prevent from
hitting against each other
and cause power outage.
It is also important for
the people and the LGUs to
have enough water at home,
and flashlights to be used
when it is dark or aid lights
during emergencies.
To top it all, Yap urged
the people to pray and ask
God to protect them against
any disaster, Yap said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Processing plant for unsold fish eyed
DR. ALLAN Poquita,
the director of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 7 said the
Bohol Provincial Government
under Governor Arthur Yap
is now identifying areas for a
processing plant to preserve
unsold fishes for the day.
Poquita said the processing plant Yap has envisioned
will have cold storage where
the unsold fishes will be preserved before bringing it to
the market the next day.
“If today, there is an
abundant fish supply and
there is still a volume of unsold fish, it will be preserved

in the processing plant,” Poquita said.
He added that Governor
Yap may issue an executive
order that will prohibit the
sale of fishes caught in Bohol
to Cebu and other provinces
to maintain abundant fish
supply in the Bohol markets.
In the previous years,
the past provincial administration prohibited the sale
of rice produce in Bohol to
other provinces, hence, Bohol was abundant of rice for
several years now.
Poquita said this same
procedure will be imposed
to prohibit the sale of fish-

es caught in Bohol. No fish
caught in Bohol seas shall be
brought to Cebu and other
provinces, unless there is an
excess.
Poquita noted that the
fish caught in Northern Bohol like Jetafe, Talibon and
Bien Unido were brought
first to Pasil, Cebu for bulk
sales, but some Bohol middlemen bought fish in Pasil
to sell in Tagbilaran City.
“The irony is that Bohol
middlemen come to Pasil,
Cebu City to buy fish caught
in Bohol and sell it back to
Bohol. This has been practiced for several years now,”

Poquita said.
On the other hand, Poquita said they expect an
abundant supply of fish in
Bohol and Cebu this time
that the summer seasdon is
coming.
Poquita said the peak
months for fish supply are
March, April, May and June
every year.
BFAR 7 has opened the
Visayan Sea last February 15,
2021 after it was being closed
from November to February.
This is done every year so
fishes can grow before fisherfolks will harvest them.
Now that Visayan Sea is

opened, BFAR 7 has requested all the Local Government
Units (LGUs) concerned to
watch and protect their respective municipal waters
to prevent any intrusion of
commercial fishers.
BFAR 7 records showed
that there are about 20 sardines manufacturing firms
in Cebu which are following
quota to avoid too much supply. But Poquita noted that
the Department of Social
Welfare and Development
(DSWD) buy this product
during calamities as food assistance to disaster victims.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bohol province receives COVID-19 vaccines
BOHOL province received its allocation of
coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) vaccines from
the national government on
Sunday, March 14.
The shipment included
5,140 doses of Astrazeneca
vaccines and 1,340 doses of
Sinovac that were shipped
by the Department of Health
Central Visayas (DOH-7).
Bohol Governor Arthur
Yap said in a Facebook post

that “all hospitals both private and government in
Bohol will benefit from the
vaccines.”
Yap said that Bol-anon
medical frontliners would
be prioritized for the vaccines that were kept at the
Provincial Health Office
(PHO) Cold Chain Facility.
This will be distributed to
the different hospitals in
the province within the next
three days.
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6 pm curfew for men proposed in
Britain to make ‘women a lot safer’

DURING a debate in
the U.K. Parliament’s House
of Lords, a left-wing British baroness suggested a 6
p.m. curfew for men to make
“women a lot safer” on the
streets of London.
Green Party member
Baroness Jenny Jones of
Moulsecoomb made the remark after the disappearance
and suspected murder of a
33-year-old London woman
named Sarah Everard.
“In the week that Sarah
Everard was abducted and,
we suppose, killed -- because
remains have been found in a
woodland in Kent -- I argue
that, at the next opportunity
for any bill that is appropriate, I might put in an amend-

CURFEW. GREEN PARTY MEMBER JENNY JONES A LEFT-WING BRITISH BARONESS SUGGESTED A
6 P.M. CURFEW FOR MEN TO MAKE “WOMEN A LOT SAFER” ON THE STREETS OF LONDON DURING
A DEBATE IN THE U.K. PARLIAMENT’S HOUSE OF LORDS WEDNESDAY.

ment to create a curfew for
men on the streets after 6
p.m.,” she said during a debate on domestic violence.
“I feel this would make
women a lot safer, and discrimination of all kinds
would be lessened. I responded to local police telling women not to go out
alone at night by turning the
idea on its head,” Jones later explained in a Facebook
post.
“Since my comments
about a curfew for men to
keep women safe, I’ve had a
deluge of misogynistic emails
and tweets,” the baroness
later tweeted, “Which rather
proves my point about the
problem being with men.”

Half-price flights to boost Australia’s local tourism
TO BOOST Australia’s
tourism its citizens will be
treated to a new scheme
where they will be able to buy
half-price flights to select domestic holiday spots.
The government said the
A$1.2bn (£670m; $930m)
scheme aims to revive the local tourism sector which has
been hardest hit by border
closures and travel restrictions since early last year.
The subsidized destinations include the Gold Coast,

Cairns, the Whitsundays, Alice Springs, and Broome.
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said the package of
800,000 cheaper airfares - to
be offered between April and
July, would encourage locals to visit other parts of the
country.
The government’s “JobKeeper” wage subsidy scheme
is to finish at the end of
March, but the tourism sector
- usually reliant on international visitors - still required

support, Morrison said.
“To keep people in their
jobs, we’ve got to put planes
in the air, and we’ve got to put
tourists on the ground,” he
told reporters at Sydney Airport on Thursday.
But the Labor opposition
has argued the package is “selective” and mainly benefits
airlines’, pointing out there is
no direct funding for tourism
and hotel operators.
Airlines and travel representatives have largely

Appointment of Libya’s first female
foreign minister spells hope for women
LIBYAN women welcomed the country’s first
woman foreign minister,
Najla el-Mangoush, who will
be sworn in next week as
part of a new unity government, a rare female voice at
the top table.
Mangoush, a lawyer,
will be joined by four other
women in the cabinet, including Halima Abdulrahman as justice minister.
“I think this is a win for
all of us women in Libya. I
hope it’s a first step to going
further: a woman reaching
head of government,” said
Afia Mohammed, 34, a pastry maker in Tripoli, adding
it would encourage more
women to enter politics.

Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibeh’s interim government emerged through a
United Nations talks process
and is mandated to unify
Libya’s divided state institutions and oversee national
elections in December.
The 75 Libyan delegates
selected by the U.N. to take
part in those talks laid out
a commitment for the new
government to include women in 30% of senior government roles, including in top
cabinet posts.
Elham Saudi, a lawyer
and talks delegate, said: “It’s
a steppingstone towards
fuller representation.”
She said the quota was a
result of women in the forum

being “absolutely relentless
on this point” despite having
big differences on other political issues.
When the Libyan state
crumbled after 2011 and
myriad warring factions
seized territory, women suffered a wave of violence and
those in official positions
were nearly all men - until
now.
“This will give an opportunity for other women to
join the work in sovereign
positions. The five ministers
will be role models,” said
Lamees BenSaad, a women’s
rights activist and another
member of the U.N. talks forum. “We have been fighting
a long time for this gain.”

welcomed the new subsidy
scheme.
However, some have
questioned the destinations
chosen, given some are already big tourism drawcards.
Labor has also noted majority of them lie in seats with
many swinging voters. Australia could see a general election
called as early as this year.

Opposition leader Anthony Albanese argued it was
typical of the Australian government to focus on the “electoral map” rather than “which
areas needs support most”.
Others online criticized
the government for funding
local holidays while tens and
thousands of Australians remain stranded overseas.

India expected to block
China’s Huawei
INDIA is likely to block
its mobile carriers from using telecom equipment made
by China’s Huawei, under
procurement rules due to
come into force in June.
New Delhi is wary about
awarding new technology
business to Chinese firms
both because of security
fears and a desire to get Indian manufacturers to produce
more telecoms equipment.
A US campaign to curb
Huawei has triggered bans
or limits on the use of its
equipment around the world
but the situation in India has
been amplified by strained
relations between New Delhi and Beijing over their
shared border.
India’s telecoms department said that after June
15, carriers can only buy
certain types of equipment

from government-approved
“trusted sources” and said
New Delhi could also create
a “no procurement” blacklist. Huawei is likely to feature on this embargoed list,
two officials who declined to
be named, said.
“We cannot prioritize
economic gains if an investment poses national security risk,” one of the officials
said.
The telecoms department, which did not comment about Huawei, is yet
to provide further details on
the plans for trusted sources
or a procurement blacklist.
However, a third official, who also declined to
be named, bared that ZTE
Corp, another Chinese firm
which has a smaller presence in India, may be excluded.

