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Firm to supply cheap
bulk water to MCWD
Mactan Rock to begin supply next year
Water
technology
provider
Engr.
Antonio
Tompar of Mactan Rock
Industries Inc. (MRII) said
he will start supplying 10,000
cubic meters of cheap water
daily to Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) a few
months from now.
Tompar
told
Cebu
Business Week (CBW) that
the selling price based on the
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) he entered into with
MCWD is P17 per cubic meter.
The P17 per cubic meter is
much lower than what MCWD
Public
Affairs
Manager
Charmaine Rodriguez-Kara
announced to the public that
the average production cost of
MCWD water is P28 per cubic
meter.
He said the fresh water
will be taken from Cotcot
River with the permission
from Compostela Municipal
Government under Mayor
Froilan Quiño.
“Hopefully, we can start
supplying MCWD with this
cheap water by the middle of
2020,” Tompar said.
He said this is a lot cheaper
than the bulk water supplied
to MCWD by Cebu-Maynilad
Water District (CMWD) at
P26 per cubic meter. CMWD
is a joint venture between the
Cebu Provincial Government

and
Maynilad
Water
Corporation.
In an earlier interview
with DYRC radio, Board
Member Glenn Soco said he
wanted an investigation as to
why MCWD buys water from
Maynilad at P26 per cubic
meter, a clear detriment to
public water consumers.
He recalled Jose “Pepito”
Alvarez in his Swiss challenge
to CMWD, he told MCWD
that he can supply bulk water
at P13.95 per cubic meter.
MCWD junked Alvarez and
proceeded to buy CMWD
water at P26 per cubic meter.
Alvarez, who owns Rio
Verde Water Corporation in
Cagayan de Oro City, is now
the governor of Palawan.
Tompar said that while he
is not privy to that transaction,
he supports any investigation
on this matter.
Meanwhile, Tompar said
that aside from the Cotcot
River water supply, he will
utilize the wells deserted by
MCWD years ago, with the
support of the Compostela
Municipal Government.
“We can supply MCWD
with cheap water from several
sources like Cotcot River and
abandoned wells,” Tompar
said.
Tompar recalled that
decades ago, there was

a clamor for MCWD to
build water dams or water
catchments in suitable areas
to retain rainwater instead of
allowing it to flow directly to
the sea.
“I don’t know why it was
not realized when it was
supposed to be funded by
the Overseas Development
Assistance
(ODA).
Had
MCWD realized it, we would
have cheap and sustainable
water by now,” Tompar
lamented.
With ODA, Japan through
the
Japan
International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
and South Korea through
Korean
International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
are willing to lend money for
Philippine projects at less
than one percent interest per
year.
Tompar also said that
MRII is also willing to supply
bulk desa;inated water to
MCWD in Lapu-Lapu City at
the cost of P49.50 per cubic
meter.
He said that if MCWD
is amenable to this offer, it
can provide water supply
immediately because it has its
existing plant and equipment
compared to other water
companies which will first
establish water desalination
facilities. EOB

Water technology provider Engr. Antonio Tompar annouynces that his
company, Mactan Rock Industries Inc. (MRII) will supply cheap water to
Metropolitan Cebu Water Disgtrict (MCWD) by next year.
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PUV MODERNIZATION

CITRASCO orders 600 brand new jeepneys
The
Cebu
Integrated
Transport Service Cooperative
(CITRASCO) has ordered 600
brand new jeepney units for the
Public Utility Vehicles (PUV)
modernization program with
the deadline fast approaching
in June 2020.
CITRASCO
Chairman
Benjamin Ryan Yu said, of the
600 units, 120 units will be
initially deployed in at least five
routes namely Mandaue City,
Labangon, Pardo, Talamban
and Banawa and 20 units per
route, by January 2020.
The five routes will have
different dispatch garages. All
the drivers and conductors
will have fixed salaries.
All the transport operators
who will join CITRASCO are
considered as cooperators
and coop owners. Any driver
or operator who will join
the transport modernization
may invest a minimum of
P100,000 and a maximum of
P1 million.
Yu said that while the
government has tasked Land
Bank of the Philippines (LBP)
and Development Bank of
the Philippines (DBP) to
provide loans to those who
will participate in the PUV

modernization
program,
they are negotiating with
commercial banks to explore
reasonable requirements.
He said that while Land
Bank and DBP is offering
interest rate of six percent per
year, commercial banks are
offering at least 12 percent per
annum.
“Aside from the interest
rate, we are looking for the
time efficiency in the release of
loans. Time efficiency is a big
factor, that’s why we are also
negotiating with commercial
banks,” Yu said.
He said that they are
targeting that by July 2020, all
the units of their fleet will be
brandnew. They will operate
24 hours a day in all routes.
He added that the
existing
routes
are
adopted by the transport
operators (cooperatives and
corporations) because the
Local Government Units
(LGUs) in the entire Cebu
have not yet submitted the
Land Public Transport Route
Plan (LPTRP).
“Gone are the days that
drivers and operators are
often arrogant towards the
passengers,” Yu said.

One of the model buses of the Cebu Integrated Trsansport Service Cooperative (CITRASCO) for the total
modernization of Public Utility Vehicles (PUV) of which deadline was set by the Land Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) in June 2020.

is
renamed
“passenger
assistance officer” (PAO)
to assist passengers like
senior
citizens,
persons
with disabilities IPWD) and
mothers with babies.
He said that because
all units will have Global
Positioning System (GPS),
Speed Limiter, Dash Board
Camera and Wi-Fi, every
passenger will be convenient.
They can communicate using

internet while riding in a
jeepney to their office or job
site.
Yu said there are several
private corporations who
are willing to enter into the
transportation
industry,
especially those who are close
to the government officials.
“What happens now is that
existing transport operators
have the right to be given first
preference,” Yu said. EOB

Cebu people’s coop starts modern operation

He also said that the
government has tasked Land
Bank and Development Bank
of the Philippines (DBP) to
provide loans to interested
transport
operators
who
will group themselves into a
cooperative or corporation.
In Cebu People’s Coop,
Land Bank will provide loans
to 100 units, and DBP for the
other 100 units. Both banks
are charging six percent
interest rate per year.
Cebu People’s Coop was
organized in December 1972
as social services group with an
asset of only 2,175.65. After 47
years, the coop has a total share
capital of P1.5 billion. Quevedo
became CEO in 2007.
Quevedo said that because
the 200 units is valued at more
than P2 million each, including
accessories, the assets of Cebu
People’s Coop may reach P2
billion by next year.
Since they are only plying
in 13C route at present, they
are leasing an area near a mall
in Talamban as dispatching
garage. EOB

The
Cebu
People’s
Coop has started operating
the
government’s
Public
Utility
Vehicles
(PUVs)
modernization program by
deploying an initial 12 units
in Route 13C plying between
Barangay
Talamban
and
downtown Cebu City.
Cebu People’s Coop Chief
Executive
Officer
(CEO)
Macario “Yoyong” Quevedo
told Cebu Business Week

(CBW) that the Department
of Transportation (DOTr)
and the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) gave them a
quota to operate a total of 200
brand new units.
Quevedo said they have
already acquired 15 brand
new jeepney units but only
12 are deployed at the 13C
route because the three units
were brought to their branch

One of the 12 buses initially deployed by the Cebu People’s Transport
Cooperative in the Talamban-Colon or 13C route in Cebu City in
accordance with the Public Utility Vehicles (PUV) modernization.

He said all the units will
have fare collector machines
where passengers will swipe
or tap their cards over the
machine to pay fare.
“We will have a cashless
traveling soon,” Yu said.
Yu added that a jeepney
will supposedly need only a
driver especially since the
fare collection is by machine.
However, the authorities
required a conductor who

in Butuan City which was also
given three routes there.
He said another 35 units
will arrive before the end of
the year, and the other 150
units will be delivered to
Cebu People’s Coop next year,
hopefully before the deadline
in June 2020. They will
operate in various routes.
“We have amended our
by-laws with the Cooperative
Development
Authority
(CDA) to make it not only
multipurpose
but
also
transport
cooperative,”
Quevedo said.
He said the 13C route is
now declared by DOTr and
LTFRB as official route under
the modernization program,
operating in three shifts, 24
hours a day.
“We are only consolidating
the
existing
transport
operators to operate as a
transport cooperative. This is
an effort of our drivers and is
not receiving assistance from
any politician,” Quevedo said.

He clarified that the
franchise owner is the Cebu
People’s Coop but the existing
transport operators invested
from P100,000 to P500,000.
The investment is called
preferred shares, but they will
also have common shares. They
will get a special dividend on
their preferred shares, while
all coop members get dividend
from the common shares.
“We already started fast
because the deadline is June
2020 and there are several
investors who put up capital
for the transport business.
Most of our operators are
willing to comply with the
PUV modernization program
and they can afford to invest,”
Quevedo said.
He said each of the brand
new vehicles is priced at
P1.9 million excluding the
accessories required by LTFRB
such as Wi-Fi, dash board
camera, speed limiter, global
positioning system (GPS) and
the fare collection machine.
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Congress tells BIR to assist the coop sector
The chairman of the House
of Committee on Cooperatives
has called a meeting with
the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR), Cooperative
Development Authority (CDA)
and the cooperative sector to
patch issues on taxation.
Rep. Ben Canama, Coop
NATCCO Party-List, said
coop leaders are complaining
that even if they were issued
Certificate of Tax Exemption,
they received tax assessments
from BIR.
Canama
said
the
problem became complicated
when CDA signed a Joint
Administrative Order (JAO)
with the Department of
Finance (DOF) and BIR that
cooperatives must pay taxes in
certain areas.
In the presence of
cooperative leaders all over
the country, Canama said the
JAO, as he was told, seemed to
repeal some provisions of the
law on cooperatives.
BIR Commissioner Malou

Belen and Atty. Nana delos
Santos of the BIR Law and
Legislative Division, told the
Committee of the need for
dialogs with the coop sector
so they can be guided on the
requirements that would lead
to tax exemption. Failure to
comply will mean they will be
taxed.
Belen said when the BIR
issues letters or notices to
cooperatives, the latter are
given certain number of days
to protest or explain why they
should not be charged huge
amount of taxes.
“Your explanation must be
based on the law that exempts
you from paying taxes. So,
we should have a continuous
dialog with cooperatives to
come up with solutions,”
Belen said.
Rep. Giron, the former
chairman of the House
Committee on Cooperatives,
urged the BIR and CDA to call
for forums to explain to the
coop sector their rules and

Luis Arriola (sitting, second from right in above photo) with the national and Cebu Chapter officials of the Credit
Management Associaiton of the Philippines (CMAP). In other photo is Atty. Gary Maningo, manager of the
Department of Loans and Credit, of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP).

regulations.
Giron believed that the
coop sector is willing to pay
tax in accordance with the law,
but there must be good reason
for it since it is clear in the law

that they are exempted.
During the meeting, Macario
“Yoyong” Quevedo, the chief
executive officer (CEO) of the
Cebu People’s Coop said the
BIR assessed them to pay P19

million in taxes.
“I believe that we are really
exempted from paying taxes
and the assessment does not
apply to us,” Quevedo said.
EOB

Russian energy company to help Don’t tax dried fish,
instead lift bank secrecy,
with power stability in Visayas
To maintain a costefficient and affordable energy
cost in the Visayas, a Cebubased power company entered
into a contract with a Russian
energy company to explore
new technologies that will
provide a stable power supply
in the coming years.
Vivant Corporation, a
Cebu-based power generation,
power distribution and retail
electricity supply business
entered
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding
and
Cooperation between INTER
RAO-Export LLC, a subsidiary
of Russia’s leading and biggest
energy holding INTER RAO
Group, for a sustainable power
supply not just in the Visayas
but nationwide.
The two big companies
signed their MOU last October
17, 2019 in Makati, Manila.
Secretary Michael Lloyd
Dino who facilitated the
partnership said that this is
where Russia’s leading and
biggest energy holding company
will start exploring business
opportunities with a key local
energy player in the Philippines

such as the Vivant Corp.
“Energy is an important
aspect in the development of
our economy, and I strongly
encourage foreign investors
to come into our country to be
a partner of the development
especially in the power sector,”
said Secretary Dino.
The said partnership will
also be the beginning of a
bilateral cooperation in the
field of energy in Visayas.
Inter RAO - Export LLC
is a field-specific company
within Inter RAO Group,
established in 2011, with
the aim of development of
international business in
power equipment supply
and engineering, including
construction, reconstruction,
repair and maintenance of
power facilities.
Secretary Michael Lloyd
Dino during his visit with
President Duterte in Russia
made sure to get the best
opportunities for the Visayas.
He added that this is very
timely knowing that based
on the data of Department of
Energy (DOE) the Philippines

needs an additional 44,765
megawatts (MW) of power
from 2017 to 2040.
The said move is in line
with the Philippines maturity
into a market-driven industry
which is the goal of the Energy
Department.
DOE considered 2018
as the year for the energy
sector to continue their push
in pursuing our mandate of
providing reliable, stable, and
sustainable energy.

says Sen. Pangilinan

“Why not lift laws on
secrecy of bank deposits
instead of taxing salted food
stuff like daing just to raise
tax collection?” Sen. Francis
“Kiko” Pangilinan said
The national government
has been unable to collect an
estimated P668.34 billion in
taxes and duties annually due
to restrictive bank secrecy laws
as stated by the Department of
Finance

“Lifting such laws will
ensure correct tax declarations
as well as combat corruption,
tax evasion, money laundering,
and other financial crimes.”
said Pangilinan.
On the concern regarding
the side effects of salt one’s
health, “education awareness
of the ill effects of salt should
be the emphasis rather than
imposing a tax on salt”, the
senator said.

Secretary Michael Lloyd
Dino
together
with
Russian
Ambassador
to the Philippines Igor
Khovaev
(L-standing)
witnessed the signing
of the Memorandum
of Understanding and
Cooperation
between
Vivant Corporation and
INTER
RAO-Export
LLC last October 17.
Both were companies
were represented by
representatives
from
Cebu and Russia. PR
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An 8th district?
After
making
three cities in the first
congressional district, a
fitting legacy for Cong.
Eddie Gullas would be
carving a new district
before he exits politics.
The
first
district
has
become
very
progressive with the
cities of Talisay, Naga,
and Carcar leading the
way.
Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
With the young
former
congressman
and now Mayor Samsam Gullas now at the helm, expect
Talisay City to soar.
Already, his choice of a traffic czar Joy Tumulak has
improved the flow traffic that makes it easier for Talisay
residents and neighboring communities to go to work in
Cebu City or just move around the malls mushrooming
there.
With the growth of Tabunok, the Lawaan area, and the
whole stretch of the South Coastal Road, Mayor Samsam
has set his sights on stimulating development at the
Poblacion area.
To recall, the Poblacion area used to attract Cebu City’s
upper and middle class in the 60s and 70s. Now, Mayor
Gullas wants to make the Poblacion a tourist attraction.
Minglanilla, meanwhile, has become home to
hundreds of middle-class families in the subdivisions
that mushroomed through the years. These families, with
their extra purchasing power for middle-class amenities
attracted more establishments not only to Talisay and
Minglanilla, but also the City of Naga.
Naga, under Mayor Val Chiong, has grown
tremendously since its first Charter Day in 2007.
Today, one can see the fruits of the VAL 2020 program
or Vision and Leadership 2020.
Aside from the new city hall, the new sports center, the
covered tennis court, the football field, and the new market,
the plaza in Naga attracts because of the boardwalk and
the food court.
Today, city government has embarked on an ambitious
reclamation project and looking forward to development
at the former Balili beach.
The time is ripe to carve an 8th district out of the
progressive first district as a legacy of Cong. Eddie Gullas.

Weekly Scan

Today, one can see the
fruits of the VAL 2020
program or Vision and
Leadership 2020.
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Towards Sinulog success
Cebu City Vice Mayor
Mike
Rama
showed
statesmanship when he got
out of the way of a new set of
Sinulog stakeholders under
the Sinulog Governing Board
formed by Mayor Edgar
Labella.
Cebuanos had watched Rama,
as vice mayor and mayor, in
action during past successful
Sinulogs.
However, the controversial
formation of the Sinulog
board allegedly because of a
lack of transparency, in effect,

Atty. Gerardo Carillo

questioned Rama’s leadership.
The untoward development
also raised the issue of a
political rift between Mayor
Labella and Vice Mayor Rama.
Instead of fighting it out at
the expense of preparations
for Sinulog 2020, the vice
mayor resigned as chairman
of the board of the Sinulog
Foundation Inc. thus giving
way to interested event
organizers and marketing
people under the Sinulog
Board.
Sinulog 2020 is crucial

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Chairman

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Editor

Marketing Manager

Emmanuel R. Espina
Production Head

because it is practically
the rehearsal of the grand
celebration on 2021, the 500th
anniversary of the arrival of
Ferdinand Magellan and his
gift, the image of Senyor Sto.
Nino.6
From another angle, it
could also be a maneuver to
give the upstarts enough rope
to prove, or hang, themselves.
Still, the move sits well with
the perspective of a successful
Sinulog 2020.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook
page.
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Manny de los Santos Rabacal

World’s
largest
5G
network

China just switched on the
world’s largest 5G network.
The country’s three state-run
telecom operators launched
services for the next generation
wireless technology on Friday.
China Mobile (CHA)
China Telecom (CHL) and
China Unicom (CHU) are all
offering 5G plans that start
at 128 yuan ( $18) for 30 GB
of data per month, giving
Chinese internet users access
to the ultra fast service.
Other countries including
the United States and
South Korea launched 5G
services in select areas
early this year. But China’s
commercial
network
is
the biggest, according to
Bernstein Resarch, giving
the country more influence
over the technology’s global
evolution. (CNN)
***
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) has affirmed
its participation in the green
bond fund re-launched by

the Bank of International
Settlements (BIS). The BSP
is proud to be a member
of the advisory committee
created by the BIS to give
guidance on the objectives
of the initiative and the
features of the fund, which is
designed to help central banks
in corporate environmental
sustainability objectives in
reserve management. With
its participation in the openended fund, the BSP takes a
step further in recognizing the
role of sustainable investing
in
reserve
management.
Investing in green bonds will
also provide diversification
benefits to the Bank’s total
reserves. Climate change
appears to be inevitable,
and the financial sector has
a significant role to play in
pursuing sustainable and
inclusive growth in the global
economy, the environment
and society. The BSP is one
with the BIS in the broader
commitment
to
support

environmentally responsible
finance
and
investment
practices.
***
With the dire importance
of
Filipino
seafarers
contributing about 30 percent
of the US$33 billion overseas
remittances , the Norwegian
Seafarers Associaion (NSA)
has renewed its support to
its partner, the University
of Cebu, Lapu-Lapu and
Mandaue (UCLM) campus.
Lawyer Augusto Go, president
of the University of Cebu (UC),
said there are about 400,000
Filipino seafarers out of the
12 million Filipinos working
overseas. (SunStar)
***
The Department of Health
(DOH) said it will submit its
price-controlled list for 122
drugs this week for approval
of President Rodrigo Duterte.
Health
Undersecretary
Rolando Enrique Domingo
told
BusinessWorld
that
Secretary Francisco Duque

is set to endorse an executive
order (EO) that will set a
Maximum Retail Drug Price
(MRDP) for 122 medicines
to Mr. Duterte. The MRDP
will cover treatments for the
Philippines’ top 40 diseases.
***
Boeing’s
headache
involving its 737 NG jetliner
appears to be getting slightly
worse. Boeing said Friday
that nearly 5% of its nearly
1,000 NGs inspected so far
have had cracks in a key wing
support, which would raise
the number of troubled planes
to somewhat fewer than 50.
Boeing
emphasized
that the cracks have not
endangered passengers or
crew who travelled in the
planes. The 737 NG was the
most recent version of the
workhorse single-aisle jetliner
before the introduction of the
737 Max, which is currently
grounded after two crashes.
(mannyrabacal1144@gmail.
com

Ease in doing business: road to progress

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Sometime ago a good
friend named John, set up a
new business enterprise in
the metropolis. He applied
for a permit for his new shop.
Fired with enthusiasm, he
endured the long line in the
processing but to his dismay
and frustration, he was
entrapped with the tedious
and circuitous process with
never ending requirements
to comply and snail pace
movement of the officers
assigned to stamp their
approval. After he completed
the requirements, he was
told that the joint inspection
team will visit his propose
site for validation. Months
has passed until he lost hope
as the process appears to be
very cumbersome for him

to do. Until somebody told
him to hire a fixer to address
his concerns and to have his
application’s green light. Left
with no choice and with hefty
price, he was compelled to
hire someone to work for his
application and with grease
money he finally got what he
wanted.
The
process
pushed
businessmen like John to
engage the services of fixers
and succumb to the pressure
of corrupt practices, realizing
that it has become a standard
procedure. This is indeed the
sorry state of doing business
in our country.
The truth of the matter
in the latest World Bank
annual ratings, the country
ranked 124 among 190
economies in the ease of
doing business. The rank of
Philippines deteriorated to
124 in 2018 from 113 in 2017.
Ease of Doing Business in
Philippines averaged 120.73
from 2008 until 2018,
reaching an all time high of
144 in 2009 and a record low
of 97 in 2014.
We lag behind our
neighbors in the ranking
with
Singapore,
South
Korea,
United
States,

United Kingdom, Australia
, Canada, Germany, Spain,
Russia and France as the top
ten countries in the Ease of
Doing Business.
To
catch
up
other
countries and become a
competitive economy our top
economist rushed the passage
of Republic Act. 11032 or
otherwise the Ease of Doing
Business Act of 2018 to save
our economy from a deep fall
on May 28, 2018.
The new law aims to
cut excessive red tape and
make it easier to start and
operate a business in the
country. Chief among its
reforms is the automation
of
business
registration
processes — where all business
registration
certificates,
renewals, and permits are
consolidated in a single,
readily
accessible
online
platform.
The Ease of Doing
Business (EODB) Law also
addresses corruption and
accountability within the
government. A zero-contact
policy has been mandated,
along with strict deadlines
for government services
and penalties for officials
and employees who do not

comply.
Here are the 6 key reforms
from the legislation:
1. Expedited Business Permits
and Licenses
The EODB Law aims to make
business registration and
permit renewals quicker and
easier.
Unified Application Form:
Currently,
extensive
paperwork is required to
begin a business. The Act
mandates a single application
for business permits and
renewals,
consolidating
all the requirements and
documentation into a single
form.
Preliminary Evaluation: To
avoid delays, all business
applications
will
receive
a preliminary evaluation,
allowing
applicants
to
correct
any
deficiencies
before submitting the actual
application.
Fewer
Transactions:
All
related licenses, clearances,
permits and authorizations
will be issued concurrently
with the business permit. All
will be valid for one year.
One-Stop-Shop: All agencies
engaged in starting a business
will be housed in one facility.

This includes, but is not
limited to, the treasury,
business and licensing office,
and zoning office.
2.
Deadlines
for
Government
Transactions
To ensure efficiency, all
government agencies must
complete transactions within
the following mandatory time
frames:
Simple
Transactions:
Applications and requests
that require only standard
ministerial action shall be
processed within 3 business
days.
Complex
Transactions:
Applications and requests
that require resolution of
complicated issues shall be
processed within 7 business
days.
Highly
Technical
Transactions:
Applications
and requests that require
highly technical or specialized
knowledge shall be processed
within 20 business days.
Any completed application
will
be
automatically
approved if an agency fails
to process the application
within the prescribed time
frame.
(To be continued)
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Cebu Legal
Pedia
Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

What the
next PNP
chief
must do

The PNP does not need
superficial programs like
changing of name of ranks
and
design
of
badges
and uniforms, so called
modernization, sloganeering
and other personality centered
egocentric policies what the
Institution needs is simple:
1.
A Police Defenders
Office. The Next PNP Chief
must realize by now that
there are thousands of police
officers facing administrative/
criminal cases mostly job
related. As usual they face
these cases alone, with their
pockets and hearts bleeding,
unlike Ninja Generals who
could
afford
expensive
lawyers. The Police Defenders
Office will be composed of
lawyer police officers train
to defend a police officer in
job related cases. They will
be assigned in the regional/
provincial and city police
offices.
2. CDP/CIP transparency.
The President if really is
aware of what is happening
in the PNP should check on
this. The Next PNP Chief must
come up with a fair, uniform

and transparent release of the
allowance. The Combat Duty
Pay/Combat Incentive Pay
is beneficial to the police but
it is the manner of its release
that is wrong, caused upon
the wide discretion of the PNP
Chief. The corruption of the
4Ps during the time of PNOY
is similar to what is happening
in the PNP.
3. Avoid Police Shaming.
The Next PNP Chief could
discipline his erring police
officers, he could punch
them but should never
slap them especially in
front of the media. This
practice of police shaming
with Generals slapping and
berating is a hazing hangover
from the Academy, they have
not matured as Cadets and
may suffer gender confusion
because real men do not slap
and shame the men/women
under them. As Leaders they
must inspire and drive their
men to excellence not insult
them for that is the only
weapon of a coward.
4.
Strictly follow the
Dangerous
Drugs
Board
Regulation on the transfer

of police witnesses in drug
cases. There is an existing
Dangerous
Drugs
Board
(DDB) Regulation regulating
the transfer of court witnesses.
It was dated Nov. 13, 2008 and
signed by Senate President
Vicente C. Sotto III who at
that time was DDB chairman.
It says: “(Notwithstanding
the arrest of violators,
the effort to address drug
related
problems
proved
futile because of the low
percentage of convictions
caused primarily by the nonappearance of police witnesses
as a result of their transfer or
reassignment to other Police
Regional Offices or areas of
responsibility. “Prosecution
witness(s) shall not be
transferred or re-assigned to
another unit or place of work
outside of his/her present
territorial jurisdiction except
for
compelling
reasons.
“In the event that the
transfer or re-assignment
of prosecution witness is
unavoidable or re-assigned for
compelling reasons, he/she or
his immediate superior shall
inform or notify the court and

the prosecutor handling the
case as well as the office of the
city or provincial prosecutor
where the case is pending of
the order of transfer or reassignment within twentyfour hours from its approval.”
It is ironic that the men
and women who made an
oath to defend this sacred
document are denied of
the protection of the very
law they are bound to die
defending. The PNP up to
now continue to violate the
regulation, ignoring it as if
they are above the law. It is
time that this stupidity must
end, let us restore stability and
order in the Institution. The
PNP Chief must be sensitive
of respecting the rights of the
men/women of the PNP.
What the Next PNP Chief
needs to do is just to love
and look after the welfare of
the men/women of the PNP,
believe in their greatness
and must realize that the real
heroes of this Republic are the
men/women of the Philippine
National Police. Long Live
PNP, Long Live the Republic
of the Philippines.

Tourist arrivals posts gains

This Business
of Living
Emm R. Espina

The tourism department
(DOT) announced the number
of international visitor arrivals
from January to September
reached 6.16 million, 14.37
percent higher compared to
the same period last year.
Last year, By the end of the
third quarter, foreign visitors
totaled 5,387,458.
Hope it will reach the
threshold of 10 million by the
end of the year.
Taxing salty foods

No proposal has been
received the Department of
Health regarding the taxing of
salty foods.
They said they are still
studying the suggtestion of the
World Health Organization that
Filipinos consume sodium at
twice the recommended portion.
Now the department is
threading softly considering
the
flak
they
received
regarding the proposal.
**********
Is the Philippine economy
in the pink again? This is
the prevailing optimism as
the country as rebounded in
the3rd quarter of 2019 with
a GDP of 6.2% as against its
showing in the second quarter
as the economy checked in at a
disappointing 5.5%.
We hope this momentum
would carry us towards the
end of the year.
Revised “Build, Build, Build”
program The revised “Build,

Build, Build” project pipeline
would carry more publicprivate partnership (PPP)
deals, a presidential adviser
said.
According
to CNN,
the new list comes exactly
three years after the Duterte
administration unveiled the
ambitious pipeline of bigticket projects, touting their
term as the “Golden Age of
Infrastructure.”
As of end-July, only two
projects have been completed
according to NEDA: the
Japan-funded
drainage
repairs along Pasig River, and
the state-funded dredging of
the Pulangi River.
Previously,
the
government said it will spend
8 trillion on infrastructure
projects until 2022.
The Bases Conversion and
Development Authority (BCDA)
said “Build, Build, Build” refers
to “thousands of projects” which

it plans to construct outside the
flagship items.
26 PPP projects have
been added to the pile —
reverting to the path taken by
Duterte’s predecessor, former
President Benigno “Noynoy”
Aquino III, according to Vince
Dizon, Presidential Adviser
for Flagship Programs and
Projects.
Government debt
Outstanding
government
debt settled at 7.9 trillion in
September, a slight decrease
from the previous month as
some dues were settled.
The Bureau of the
Treasury
said
national
government debt went down
by 31.4 billion compared
to August, benefiting from
foreign exchange adjustments
and with some dues paid.
However, the amount is still
a tenth higher than the 7.16
trillion logged in September
last year.

Two-thirds or 5.26 trillion
of the outstanding dues is
owed to local sources. The
debt stock went down by
14.5 billion as some of the
government-issued
debt
papers have been redeemed,
coupled with the stronger peso
that reduced the country’s
dues for dollar bonds issued to
domestic investors.
Consumer Month.
ConsumerNet, an aggrupation
of
government
agencies
with consumer protection
functions and is created to
provide speedy resolution of
consumer complaints. The
various representatives by the
group led by the Department
of Tourism were recent guests
of the 888 News Forum
attended by traditional and
online media representatives.
They discussed
activities
during the consumer welfare
month at the Marco Polo
Hotel, Cebu City.
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Villar supports Duterte plastic ban plan Watch for vaping-related
The
chairperson
of
the Senate Committee on
Environment and Natural
Resources backed President
Rodrigo Duterte’s recent
pronouncement
on
the
prospect of a nationwide ban
on the use of plastics.
Senator Cynthia Villar said
the possible ban is imperative,
citing a 2015 report on plastic
pollution by the international
group Ocean Conservancy
and McKinsey Center for
Business and Environment
that the Philippines is one of
the world’s largest producers
of plastic wastes that end up
in the ocean.
“With the President taking
the lead in this campaign, I am
confident we will be making
significant
headway
and
finally remove us from that
disconcerting title as one of
the world’s largest producers
of plastic wastes,” Villar said.
Villar has filed Senate Bill
No. 333 or the Single-Use
Plastic Product Regulation
Act, which seeks to regulate the

manufacturing, importation,
and use of single-use plastic
products.
“With our dependence on
agriculture, plastic pollution
also poses a grave threat to
our food security. Disaster
risks and hazards arising
from plastic pollution may
put farms at risk of flooding
resulting in wastage of
agricultural products along
with its threats to a balanced
ecology,” Villar said.
The bill proposes to
prohibit the issuance of
the single-use plastics by
food establishments, stores,
markets, and retailers.
Consumers will also be
sidetracked to use reusable
materials and manufacturers will
be mandated to collect, recycle
and dispose of single-use plastics
manufactured or in circulation in
the general market.
Under the bill, retailers
shall charge the consumer
a minimum levy of PHP5
for each piece of single-use
plastics already manufactured,

in circulation, and for use in a
transaction.
The bill seeks to penalize
violations
of
business
enterprises, micro, small and
medium enterprises with a fine
ranging from PHP10,000 to
PHP100,000 and suspension
or revocation of business
permit.
In the meantime, valueadded tax (VAT) registered
enterprises, establishments,
and stores, and for all plastics
manufacturers found violating
this proposed act will have
penalties ranging from a
fine of PHP100,000 to PHP1
million and suspension or
revocation of business permit.
The bill also creates a
Special Fund for Single-use
Plastic Regulation composed
of collected tariffs, levies, and
fees, which shall be used for
the establishment of recycling
centers, and assistance and
incentives for manufacturers
and
community-based
initiatives for the reduction of
single-use plastics.

sicknesses - DOH
Health
Secretary
Francisco Duque III says this
would allow ‘existing health
information systems capture
to data on vaping-related
disorders’
The Department of Health
(DO) appeals to all medical
practitioners to take vaping
history along with tobacco
use when recording patients’
medical histories.
Health
Secretary
Francisco Duque III said
this would allow “existing
health information systems
to capture data on vapingrelated disorders”
The
World
Health
Organization has introduced a
specific code for vaping-related
illnesses in its International
Classification of Diseases.
ICD-10 is an extensive code
system that helps document
and compile cases of different
diseases across the world.
The code for “acutely
ill patients who have used

e-cigarettes in the last 90 days,
with no other plausible causes
for illness” is U07.0. Duque
urged medical practitioners
to follow this code for better
surveillance of vaping-related
complications.
This concern regarding
e-cuarettes
came
about
following
the
recent
epidemic of vaping-related
complications in the US
which saw 26 deaths out of
a total of 1,299 cases. This,
according to the US-based
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
Duque
said
the
DOH dismisses claims that
e-cigarettes are healthy or
safe alternatives to regular
cigarettes even as it urged
health
professionals
“to
be vigilant in identifying
risks during routine clinical
evaluations by taking the
history of tobacco use and use
of e-cigarettes or vapes in all
patients.”

Security guards paid over P1 million thru DOLE’s inspection
A Cebu City-based general
merchandise establishment
paid over One Million Pesos
to 10 security guards through
the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE).
According to DOLE-7
Regional Director Salome
O. Siaton, the amount that
each security guard received
ranged from Php10,000.00
to as high as Php190,000.00
that all summed up to
Php1,040,621.32.
“The total amount paid by
the respondent-establishment
served
as
a
collective
payment for the workers’
Overtime Pay amounting to
more than Php990,000.00;
Night Shift Differential at
over Php7,000.00; Service
Incentive
Leave
also
amounting to Php7,000.00;
and Illegal deduction pay
reaching
Php30,000.00,”
said Director Siaton, who
personally turned-over the
corresponding checks to the
security guards last week.
To recall, the DOLE
conducted an inspection at the
concerned establishment last

The 10 security guards show the checks they received as they posed with DOLE 7 officers led by Regional Director Salome Siaton.

year after receiving complaints
from the affected workers.
“A series of mandatory
conferences were conducted
after inspection, thereby giving
the respondent an opportunity
to show proof of corrections of
the violations noted by our labor
inspector. For violations under
the General Labor Standards,
companies inspected must
be able to correct noted
deficiencies within 10 days
upon receipt of the Notice of
Inspection Results,” added the
DOLE-7 Head.

Violations
under
the
Occupational Safety and Health
Standards (OSHS),she added,
must be rectified within the
maximum period of 90 days.
In the case of the
establishment where said
security guards were rendering
work to, there was neither
settlement nor an appeal
on the case made within the
reglementary period given
after the company received
the Compliance Order from
the DOLE.
This,
according
to

Director Siaton, prompted
the Department to issue a
Notice of Finality and a Writ
of Execution thereafter.
Under Department Order
No. 183-2017 or the Revised
Rules on the Administration
and Enforcement of Labor
Laws Pursuant to Article
128 of the Labor Code, As
Renumbered, the visitorial
power of the Secretary of
the Labor and Employment
of his/her duly authorized
representatives
could
be
implemented
through

the following, namely: (1)
Routine
Inspection;
(2)
Complaint Inspection; and
(3)
Occupational
Safety
and
Health
Standards
Investigation (OSHI).
“We urge the public to help
us monitor the establishments’
compliance to labor laws and
standards. Anytime, they may
report any violations to us by
phone or through e-mail,” said
Director Siaton.
DOLE 7 RD Salome O. Siaton
turns over the checks to the
guards at DOLE 7 office
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New transparency rule seeks“real owners” of mining, oil and gas firms
On July 26, 2019, the
SEC issued Memorandum
Circular No. 15, s. 2019(MC
15) that revised the General
Information Sheet (GIS) to
include a beneficial ownership
declaration form, requiring all
registered stock and nonstock
domestic corporations to
disclose
their
beneficial
owners.
The
SEC
issuance
defines beneficial owners as
“the natural persons who
ultimately own or control or
exercise ultimate effective

control over a corporation”.
It was approved as a policy
measure to assist in the antimoney laundering efforts of
government.
Coincidentally,
the
Philippine
Extractive
Industries
Transparency
Initiative
(PH-EITI),
the
government’s
transparency
initiative for the extractive
sector, has likewise required
the reporting of beneficial
owners of mining and oil and
gas companies, in line with
an international campaign

to offset or avert the use of
anonymous shell companies
to hide or launder money and
cover up potential conflicts of
interest within the extractive
sector.
“There is a global shift
towards increased disclosure
of beneficial owners, and
COMP is committed to taking
a lead role in this direction
through the PH-EITI. We
see the benefits of increased
transparency in beneficial
ownership — It enhances
confidence in our local

companies, thereby helping
improve
the
investment
climate. More importantly, it
can help prevent corruption
and illicit financial flows,
and can increase trust and
accountability in the mining
sector,” said COMP Executive
Director Ronald Recidoro.
Department of Finance
(DOF) Assistant Secretary
Ma. Teresa Habitan said,
“beneficial
ownership
disclosure in the country is
an enormous task, but we
appreciate its value in curbing

illicit financial activities. We
are glad that the SEC is with
us in this undertaking”.
The revised GIS under SEC
MC 15 mandates corporations
to fill out a beneficial
information declaration form
that asks for nine categories
of beneficial owners and
their information, including
complete name, residential
address,
nationality,
tax
identification number, and
percentage of ownership or
voting rights.

TRIVIA: HOW MUCH PLASTIC
DOES THE PHILIPPINES USE?

November is National Rice Awareness Month

According to a March 2019 article published by
Agence France-Presse, quoting the report by the nongovernment organization Global Alliance for Incinerator
Alternatives, the Philippines uses an appalling amount
of single-use plastic

nearly 60 billion sachets a year.

almost 48 million shopping bags everyday

more than 17 billion shopping bags a year.

around 16.5 billion smaller, thinner, and
transparent plastic bags every year

“Panatang Makapalay” a
pledge in support of National
Rice Awareness Month (DA)
Proclamation No. 524
signed on Jan. 5, 2004 by then
President Gloria MacapagalArroyo declares November
as National Rice Awareness
Month.
The proclamation also
tasked
the
Department
of Agriculture as the lead
agency for the month-long

observance.
The celebration concurred
with the anniversary of the
Philippine Rice Research
Institute
created
under
Executive Order No. 1061
dated Nov. 5, 1985.
This
year’s
theme,
“Quality Rice, Quality Life,”
forms part of the Department
of Agriculture’s awareness
campaign
to
encourage
farmers to produce quality

Photo Gallery of Cebu Business Week readers

Atty. Gerry. Carillo, chairman of the Cebu Newsmakers Forum Inc. that publishes the phenomenal Cebu Business Week,
poses with readers -- former Cebu City Councilor Joey Daluz the assistant of Mayor Edgar Labella; National Police
Commission (Napolcom) 7 Regional Director Homer Cabaral and Alpha Kappa Rho (Akrho) leader Richard Buscaino. Aside
from hard copies, CBW is at Cebu Business Week Facebook Page.

rice for consumers, contribute
in achieving rice security,
promote
the
values
of
responsible rice consumption,
and
to
inspire
public
influencers in advocating this
cause.
With
NRAM
2019
encouraging consumers to
not waste rice, producers are
also challenged to use efficient
farming technologies and to
become agri-entrepreneurs.
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A peek into Senate Bill 634
What is Senate Bill 634?
Senate Bill 634 or the
Deposits
Disclosure
Act
stipulates that all deposits of
whatever currency with banks
and non-banking financial
institutions in the Philippines
can be examined, inquired,
or looked into under the
following purposes:
·
Upon written permission
or waiver of depositor;
· Inquiry by the Office of the
Ombudsman;
· Upon order of a competent
court in relation to a case
pending before it;
· Investigations by the Senate/
House of Representatives;
Investigations by any
government agency or financial
regulator including but not

limited to the Anti-Money
Laundering Council (AMLC),
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR), Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP), Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC),
Philippine Deposit Insurance
Corporation
(PDIC),
Insurance Commission (IC);
·
Inquiry by independent
auditors; and
·
Inquiry on the account/s
of a deceased depositor by
his/her immediate family
members or heirs
A penalty of at least three
years imprisonment and/or
a fine of at least P200,000
will be imposed for refusal to
disclose or report deposits or
any abuse on the initiation,
conduct, or use of any inquiry
of the accounts.

Photo Gallery
of Cebu
Business
Week
readers

Civil Service Commission
releases exam calendar
Twelve civil service examinations are
slated for 2020, with the Career Service
Professional and Sub-professional Level
examinations, which draw the biggest number
of examinees, to be conducted twice.
Career Service Examination Pen and Paper
Test
The Career Service Examination (CSE)
Pen and Paper Test (Professional and
Subprofessional Levels) will be conducted
on the following dates:
March 15, 2020 – with application period
from December 16, 2019 to January 15,
2020
August 9, 2020 – with application period
from May 11 to June 10, 2020
Career Service Examination for Foreign
Service Officer - February 2, 2020.
Application period runs from October 11 to
November 25, 2019.
The biennial Fire Officer Examination
(FOE) and Penology Officer Examination
(POE) will be conducted on June 21, 2020.
Interested applicants may register from
March 31 to April 30, 2020.
Basic Competency on Local Treasury
Examination will be conducted on June 21,

ITZY premiere showcase tour ‘ITZY? ITZY!’ in Manila
Pinoy MIDZYs, the long
wait is over! Get ready to
#StanUpTogether with the
shiny, edgy, and fiery ITZY
as they prepare to conquer
Manila with their premiere
showcase tour in the country!
Globe continues to bring the
best of Korean entertainment
to the country by partnering
with JYP Entertainment and
PULP Live World for ITZY
PREMIERE
SHOWCASE
TOUR ‘ITZY? ITZY!’ IN
MANILA on December 8, 2019
at the New Frontier Theater in
Quezon City.
Rookie girl group, ITZY
is a new Korean girl group
under JYP Entertainment.
They debuted in early 2019
and are composed of Yeji,
Lia, Ryujin, Chaeryeong, and
Yuna. They gained global
recognition with their single
“Dalla Dalla” and “Icy”. ITZY
is unstoppable—with two
successful album releases and
recognitions such as the 2019
Genie Music Awards’ Female
New Artist, 2019 Soribada

Best K-Music Awards’ Rookie
Award, and 2019 Brand of the
Year Awards’ Female Rookie
Idol of the Year, they are set to
end 2019 with a bang through
their showcase tour which our
K-mmunity shouldn’t miss!
First dibs on concert
tickets and a chance to win
an exclusive VIP concert
experience are in store
for Globe Prepaid, Globe
Postpaid, and Globe At Home
Prepaid WiFi customers! Join
the K-mmunity PH Facebook
group to get details on the
Globe Exclusive Pre-Sale and
Ultimate Stan Experience. Be
the first to know more about
upcoming K-Pop events, and
interact and bond with fellow
K-Pop fans by joining the
K-mmunity PH group at glbe.
co/KmmunityPH.
Two hundred fifty lucky
K-mmunity PH members
will win pre-selling codes,
which they can use to
purchase their tickets ahead
of everyone else at the Globe
Exclusive Pre-Sale event

on November 9, 2019 at all
Ticketnet Outlets (no online
purchase). Public selling will
start on November 10, 2019
(12NN) at TicketNet outlets
nationwide
and
online
through
www.ticketnet.
com.ph. Plus, another 10
lucky members will win the
Ultimate Stan Experience
and receive VIP tickets,and a
Special VIP experience to the
venue on concert day!
Most recently, Globe has
brought massive KPop acts
like GOT7, EXO, TWICE,
BLACKPINK, Wanna One, and
Super Junior to the country to
delight Filipino K-Pop fans.
With more exciting artists like
ITZY lined up, Filipino fans
are sure to experience worldclass music entertainment—a
commitment
that
Globe
will continue to strengthen
for years to come. For
more information, join the
K-mmunity PH group at glbe.
co/KmmunityPH or follow
Globe ICON on Facebook and
Instagram.

2020. Interested applicants may register
from March 31 to April 30, 2020.
Four types of examinations will be
administered on October 11, 2020:
Intermediate Competency on Local Treasury
Examination (ICLTE)
Pre-Employment Test
Promotional Test
Ethics-Oriented Personality Test (EOPT)
Applications for these tests will be accepted
from July 21 to August 20, 2020.
Except for the CSE-FSO, the Commission
will issue individual announcements on
the said exams that would contain detailed
information on the list of testing centers,
qualification/admission
requirements,
application requirements and procedures,
scope of examination, and important
reminders for examinees. The examination
announcement for the CSE-FSO will be
issued by the DFA.
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‘Eco-Sports Tourism’ in Argao, Cebu
impresses DOT 7
The
historic
town
of Argao, Cebu Province
recently
launched
“EcoSports Tourism” program that
includes Skimboarding arid
Boardriding during its 411th
founding anniversary.
The
Department
of
Tourism Region 7 (DOT
7) was so impressed that
Skimboarding is now among
the sports activities DOT-7
plans to build up as part of its
tourism campaign.
“We support the growth
of these adventure and
sports clubs, help promote
their activities and events
through partnerships with the
media and social influencers,
and
exposure
in
trade
fairs,” said DOT-7 regional
director Shalimar Tamano
Skimboarding
Tamano further said that

DOT’s banner programs now
include adventure and sports

tourism and recognized Argao
tourism’s high potentials as it
offers a complete package of
tourism experience, including
sun and beach, water sports,
diving, eco-farm adventure,
culinary, and faith and
cultural tourism despite being
a small town with a population

estimated at 75,000.
“We fully support the
Department of Tourism’s
sustainable and inclusive
tourism
development
program,
particularly
Secretary Bernadette Romulo
Puyat’s advocacy of eco-farm
and food tourism,” said Argao

Mayor Allan Sesaldo.
Tamano in return assured
Sesaldo of the national
government’s assistance to
boost Argao’s local tourism.
Boardriding in Argao,
Cebu. |Source: DOT-7
Visit Central Visayas
Facebook page

30th SEA GAMES NEWSBITS

James “Bring Home the”
Bacon to fight
Foley in Sydney
A son of
Mandaue
City, Cebu, James “Bring
Home the” Bacon will fight
Darragh Foley of Ireland
on Nov. 16 at the Hordern
Pavilion in Sydney, New
South
Wales,
Australia.
The 29-year-old Bacon
has a score card of 23
Wins,3 Losses, O Draws
and
15 Knock Outs..
His latest victories in the
ring since his comeback include
defeating Richard Betos of
Surigao in the 3rd round last

Feb. 13 in Maguindanao;
knocking out Jovany Rota of
Butuan in the 1st round last
April 30 in General Santos
City, and winning a majority
decision over Jose Ocampo
of Sarangari last Sept. 5 in
Polomolok, South Cotabato.
Foley, on the other hand,
lost to Tyrone McKenna of
the United Kingdom by a
unanimous decision last June
21 in Belfast for the vacant
WBC International super
lightweight title.

PH fencers aim to haul
four golds
The Philippine fencing team
to the 30th SEA Games wants
nothing less than winning four
golds in this SEA Games with
the home court advantage.
“That´s our aim. We are
targeting three to four golds.
We want all our fencers to win
medals. If not the gold, then
a silver or bronze,” said head
coach Rolando Canlas Jr.
Canlas, a gold and bronze
medalist in 2005, is confident
that the 24-member national
team can deliver.
A total of 12 gold medals
are up for grabs among
fencers from nine competing
countries — men’s and
women’s individual and team
events in foil, epee and sabre.
The
country´s
top
fencers include Noelito Jose
Jr., Nathaniel Perez, CJ
Concepcion, Nicole Cortey
and reigning Asian Under-23
champion
Samantha
Catantan..

30th SEA Games’ sponsors
The 30th SEA Games
hosting
is
supported
by:
Platinum
sponsors
-Ajinomoto,
Philippine
Amusement and Gaming
Corporation,
MG
Cars,
Philippine Airlines, Skyworth
and CooCaa. Gold Sponsors
-- MasterCard, Milo, Pocari
Sweat, NLEX, PInco and
Razer. Preferred -- Asics,
SM Lifestyle Inc. and BMW.
Prestige -- Molten and
Mikasa. Banking Partners -Chinabank and PNB. Media
Partners -- Bombo Radyo,
Star FM and the Inquirer
Group, CNN, United Neon
and DOOH. Host Broadcaster
-- NEP. Official broadcaster
-- Sports and Action, TV 5,
Cignal, ESPN and PTV 4.
Milo extends support to
30th Southeast Asian
Games
Milo Philippines officially
announced its full support

to the Philippine delegation
and will collaborate with the
Philippine Southeast Asian
Games Organizing Committee
(PHISGOC)
and
other
stakeholders as they push for
a common goal of rallying the
nation to support the athletes
representing the country
under one “Laban Pilipinas”
battle cry.
Present during the press
conference for the partnership
unveiling
were
Veronica
Cruz, vice-president, Nestle
Philippines-Milo;
Lester
P. Castillo, assistant vicepresident, Nestle PhilippinesMilo; House Speaker Alan
Peter Cayetano, Chairman,
PHISGOC;
Congressman
Abraham
Tolentino,
president, Philippine Olympic
Committee;
and
Ramon
Fernandez,
commissioner,
Philippine Sports Commission
(in behalf of PSC Chairman
and SEA Games Chef de
Mission William “Butch”
Ramirez).
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LIGHTER SIDE

FUn TRiVIA
The opposite sides of a dice cube always add up to
seven.
No piece of square dry paper can be folded more than 7
times in half.
There are more than twice as many kangaroos as people
in Australia.
Maine is the only American state whose name is just
one syllable.

MAGTIGMUAY TA!
Sa akong pagtan-aw, nakita ko ang imong
pantaw.______
Lingin mura’g ubas, puti mura’g gapas,
Paborito kini ni Nanay, sa kusina iyang
alalay._______
Dili pinuti, dili hinagiban, makasamad sa
balatian._______
Prinsesang nagtago, adlaw gabii
maligo._________

The squiggly dash above the letter ñ is called a tilde
Kabaw ko sa Amerika abot diri ang
unga.__________

A handsome prize awaits anyone who can answer
all 5 riddles.
Instructions:
Write your answer opposite each riddle.
Cut the Magtigmuay Ta portion
Enclose it in an envelope with your name, address &
contact no.
Send it to:
Cebu Business Week
Room 310-A, WDC Building
Corner P. Burgos & Juan Luna Sts., Cebu City
Entries will be raffled off and only 5 winners will be
picked.
Names of winners will be published next issue and
notified for the claiming of prize Winners must bring a
valid ID to be able to claim the prize
There will be a new set of riddles every week.
Persons affiliated with Cebu Business Week and
relatives of any of its personnel are disqualified from
joining.
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