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Contract opposed because of submarine cable project: Junia

THE Bantayan Island
Power Supply Agreement
under Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) Case No.
2020-032 is now in the final
stages of the hearings.
Power Advocate Romeo
“Butch” Junia said only the
National Power Corporation
(NPC) cross examination of
an Isla Norte Energy Corporation (INEC) witness last
March 30 and application can
be up for resolution.
“This is a power supply
contract for fifteen megawatts
(MWs) over 15 years starting
March 1, 2021 to March 2036.
My opposition to the Power
Supply Agreement (PSA) is
based on Bantayan Electric
Cooperative
(BANELCO)
awarding PSA to only one
qualified bidder and that is
INEC” Junia said.
Junia also questioned
why BANELCO entered a
15-year contract with INEC
when there is a submarine
cable project of the late Rep.
Benhur Salimbangon, which
if immediately implemented
by National Grid Corporation
of the Philippines (NGCP),
will be operational in about
five years.
Before Salimbangon’s demise on Dec. 24, 2020, he told
Cebu Business Week that he
was dismayed why his subma-

rine cable was being delayed
by the government when it
can bring down the power rate
in Bantayan Island as it will
be connected to the Cebu-Negros-Panay (CNP) power grid.
Under the competitive
selection process rules, there
should be at least two qualified bidders. BANELCO did
not follow the law by awarding
PSA to INEC, the lone bidder;
hence, there was no competitive bidding.
Junia said BANELCO
awarded Total Cost Generation Rate (TCGR) to INEC
at P13.30 per kilowatt hour
(kWh) and there was no other
bidder to compare the price.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
The supply today is more than
P11 per kWh. In the hearing,
INEC witness said there is no
take or pay proviso in the contract but also confirmed that
the capacity fee and the fixed
Operation & Maintenance
(O&M) fee will be paid at the
full 15MW guaranteed dependable capacity even if not
used by BANELCO.
While the witness said that
this is not take or pay, Junia
wondered what is this considering that all Philippine power
consumers pay even the capacity BANELCO does not take.
“The submarine cable in-

terconnection was raised in
the hearing. Atty. Maria Corazon Ines, the ERC hearing officer told BANELCO to see to
that contingency. I have no
idea how that will look like in
the final PSA,” Junia said.
On Bantayan Island Interim Power Supply Agreement (IPSA), Junia said the
evidentiary hearing will start
on April 15 and April 22, 2021.
This is the one-year supply of
255,600 kwh per month to
cover for supply deficiencies
of Bantayan Island Power
Corp (BIPCOR). This has stabilized supply in the island.
However, this has a Minimum
Energy Off-Take (MEOT) pro-

ISLA NORTE ENERGY CORPORATION (INEC) WORKERS, INSTALLING ADDITIONAL FUEL STORAGE
TO SECURE A MORE SUFFICIENT AND STABLE POWER SUPPLY IN THE SERVICE AREA OF THE BANTAYAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE (BANELCO) IN CEBU PROVINCE.

viso, so the entire 255,600
kwh is paid, whether used or
not. This is more than P27
per kWh. From the Universal
Charge on Missionary Electrification (UCME) standpoint,
under all conditions consumers pay the difference between
the TCGR and the SAGR at
P27.10 to subsidize the P6.25
rate or P20.85 per kWh as
UCME subsidy.
Junia said the SAGR is
the subsidized approved generation rate which BANELCO members will pay while
TCGR is what INEC charges
or collects.
“This contract can be
messy and problematic considering that initial delivery
of power was on August 11,
2020 and will end in August
2021. I figured out the UCME
impact on VECO customers at
the current rate of P0.1561 per
kWh, and with VECO annual
sales of about five billion kWh,
it is about P780M,” Junia said.
Household
consumers
will pay UCME P31.22 per
month at 200 kWh or P46.83
per month at 300 kWh. The
UCME is proposed to increase
to P0.2055 per kWh, so this
will increase to about P1.2B
for all VECO customers at
P41.10 per month for a 200kwh household; and P61.67
per month for a 300 kWh.
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Coalition holds
Black Saturday protest
THE Power for People
(P4P) Coalition-Cebu held
a protest last April 3, 2021,
which was Black Saturday, to
condemn the continuous use of
coal and expensive electricity
rates in Cebu, which drive ordinary Filipinos to Calvary at this
time of the pandemic.
In a statement sent to Cebu
Business Week, P4P highlighted the lingering effects of coalfired power plants in the country, particularly Cebu, which
currently has one of the highest
power rates in the Philippines.
“The effects of coal-fired
power plants in human and
environmental health have
long been established. These
plants emit greenhouse gases that contribute to global
warming which can contribute to the emergence or transmission of infectious diseases

like Covid-19. We have been
sourcing majority of our energy requirements from coal because it was said to be cheaper
than any other sources. And
yet, most of the areas in the
Philippines such as Cebu still
suffers from high cost of electricity,” said Teodorico Navea,
Cebu coordinator for Philippine Movement for Climate
Change.
As of January 2021, the

residential power rate of Visayan
Electric
Company
(VECO), the second largest
electric utility in the Philippines, stood at P11.7286 per
kilowatt hour (kWh), sourced
from 246-MW Global Power
Corporation of the family of
the late George Ty of Metrobank, 200-MW KEPCO-SPC
Power Plant in the City of
Naga, 300-MW coal plant of
Aboitiz Power subsidiary’s

Therma Visayas in Toledo
City.
The Aboitiz oligarchy
owns Aboitiz Power, Therma
Visayas, and VECO.
Cebu consumers bear the
brunt of high cost of electricity and impacted by the operations of dirty, costly, and
deadly en energy projects.
Such reality will continue to
effect burden to the poor and
the marginalized sectors of

the Philippine society,” said
Remegio Javier, president of
Pier Tres United Ambulant
Vendors Association (PUAVA), a consumer representative.
The protest began with a
one-hour community discussion on power and coal situation in Cebu, followed by a
symbolic procession to depict
the plight of electricity consumers who bear the brunt of
the high cost of electricity and
dirty energy.
“The extensive use of coal
is one culprit for the high price
of electricity in Cebu. Banks
should put their foot down
and stop funding these projects,” said Avril de Torres,
head of the Research, Policy
and Legal program of the Center for Energy, Ecology and
Development. PR

NQC commemorates circumnavigation history
THE National Quincentennial Committee (NQC) on
Thursday unveiled two Quincentennial historical markers in two separate sites in
Southern Leyte and Dinagat
Islands.
Undersecretary Anthony
Gerard ‘Jonji’ Gonzales of
the Office of the Presidential Assistant for the Visayas
represented the NQC in the
unveiling of the historical
marker in the municipality
of Hinunangan, Southern
Leyte.
On the same day, another unveiling of a historical
marker took place in Gibusong, an island in the province of Dinagat Islands.
“People of Hinunangan,

you are fortunate, for your
very town was mentioned
as early as 1521 through the
story of the first circumnavigation of the world by Antonio Pigafetta, chronicler of
the expedition,” Undersecretary Gonzales said during
the unveiling.
Along with Gibusong,
Hinunangan guided the
clueless
Magellan-Elcano
expedition in the Philippine
waters, he added.
The expedition was clueless because these places
were not present in the available maps in Europe back
then, according to Gonzales,
who represented the NQC at
the Hinunangan marker unveiling.

“But do not be confused—
this deficiency of European
maps is not tantamount to
non-existence of the territories of our ancestors, like
Gibusong and Hinunangan.
It does not also follow that
the unfamiliarity of Magellan
to these places meant our ancestors were nothing but savages before 1521,” Gonzales
said.
Centuries before Magellan arrived, the areas along
Surigao Strait had a bustling
civilization, which was concentrated in Butuan.
This is confirmed by
the Chinese annals and the
priceless
archaeological
finds, such as the gold ornaments, as well as the ancient

colossal seacraft called balangay, Usec Gonzales pointed out.
He added that the Laguna Copperplate Inscription
dated AD 900 is a proof that
the Butuan-Surigao region
had connections with Tondo, Manila and with Medang
in today’s Java, Indonesia.
“Hinunangan and Gibusong may belong to different political units now but
they share common historic
space with Butuan which we
need to imagine when we revisit the world of our ancestors before the Spaniards,”
he noted.
Gonzales said history
explains why two historical
markers were unveiled on

the same day.
Magellan and his crew
had been staying in Suluan and Homonhon, Guian,
Eastern Samar, since they
arrived in the area on March
16, 1521.
On May 27, the expedition continued its search
for the Maluku Archipelago,
then known as the Spice Islands.
“Because the area was
not on their maps, they became dependent on Gibusong, which is visible from
Suluan and Homonhon,
which from there they
tracked the southward route
and followed the coastline
of Hinunangan,” Gonzales
said. PR

LGUs, other agencies to waive fees for jobseekers
CEBU Provincial Board
Member Glenn Anthony
Soco has authored a resolution asking Local Government Units (LGUs) and relevant government agencies
to waive fees and charges for
clearances and permits of
jobseekers looking for new
employment.
Soco said that with the

continued Covid-19 pandemic, millions of workers
lost jobs since 2020. This
year, the country is even
predicted to plummet to a
more depressing unemployment.
Despite continuous existence of pandemic, Soco
said the people and the government is trying to recover

from difficulties and hardships brought about by the
global health crisis.
Soco said most of the
workers who are now jobless
are exploring job opportunities as economies start to
open and businesses begin to
return to their operations.
He said that despite the
hope of better months to

come, job seekers are constrained to comply and submit the necessary documents
to prospective employers
while new hires are asked
to submit requirements before they can start working.
They need money but have
no budget because they are
jobless.
He said that would-be

employers would ask applicants to submit clearances
from barangay, National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)
and Philippine National
Police (PNP); Community
Tax Certificate from LGUs,
and the Birth and Marriage
Certificate from Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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SEC-Cebu warns vs
BitExpress bitcoin trading
THE Securities and Exchange
Commission-Cebu
Extension Office warns the
public against investing their
hard-earned money with bitcoin trading company BitExpress and engaging with Melvin John Ballesteros Quinto,
who claims to be a trader.
Lawyer Alma Marie
Dalena, SEC-Cebu Extension
Office officer-in-charge, said
BitExpress does not have a
legal identity to transact with
the public because it is not
registered with the Commission.
“It is not a corporation
nor a partnership and does
not have a license to engage
in investment trading,” Dalena said.
BitExpress
promises
its would-be-investors of a
150% return of investment
in just 12 days, 300% for 20
days, and 500% for just 30
days for its Silver, Gold, and
Diamond Complans, respectively.
“We understand some
people are vulnerable to this

‘get-rich-quick’
promises
from individuals taking advantage of the economic crisis we are facing due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. But we
are here to help you watch
over these illegal and unscru-

pulous persons or groups,”
Dalena said.
“Please be vigilant and
exercise caution in dealing
with individuals who promise you big returns in investment,” she added.

MCIA name stays

“THE name Mactan
Cebu International Airport
(MCIA) will stay.”
Cebu 3rd District Representative Pablo John Garcia
clarified that the bill seeking
to rename the country’s second busiest airport will only
apply to its two terminals,
and not the entire property.
“The bill merely seeks to
name the domestic and international terminals of the
airport to Lapulapu Domestic Terminal and Lapulapu
International
Terminal,
while retaining the name
Mactan Cebu International Airport for the entire
facility itself,” said
Garcia.
He also said
the proposal mimics the Los Angeles International
Airport
(LAX)
model, in which
its major terminal
was named Tom

Bradley International Terminal.
“The
airport
itself,
which includes the land
area, runway, towers, and
other facilities, will remain
as the Mactan-Cebu International Airport. The terminal building, which is part of
the airport, will be renamed
the Lapulapu Domestic and
International Terminals,”
Garcia added.
House Bill No. 8986 was
approved on its third and
final reading last March 25,
2021.

Garcia said it was a ‘substitute bill’ developed after
House Speaker Lord Allan
Velasco and Committee
on Transportation Chairperson and Representative
Edgar Sarmiento decided
to formulate a compromise
between lawmakers who
pushed for renaming MCIA
and those who opposed it.
“This substitute bill accommodates our objections
to the bill while fulfilling the
more important objective of
honoring Lapulapu on the
500th year of the Battle of
Mactan,” he elucidated.
To
recall,
Garcia
explicitly opposed the
bill authored and
lobbied by LapuLapu City Representative
Paz
Radaza renaming
the entire airport
in honor of Datu
Lapulapu.

Though BitExpress was
issued with a certificate of
business name registration
with the Department of Trade
and Industry under the name
of Quinto, this is not an authority to solicit money from

the public for investment,
the SEC-CEO official said.
Only corporations or
partnerships with registration and license to solicit
investments can engage in
such, under Section 8 of the
SEC, she added.
Based on the investigation of the SEC Enforcement
and Investor Protection Department (EIPD), BitExpress
is not registered with Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) to
operate as remittance and
transfer company.
Dalena warned that
those who act as salesmen,
brokers, dealers or agents of
BitExpress using the internet
and other social media accounts and platforms can be
arrested and charged criminally including a penalty
amounting to as high as P5
million and 21 years of imprisonment.
The public is also encouraged to report to the EIPD if it
has information on Quinto or
BitExpress through this email
address epd@sec.gov.ph. PR

Bar exams to push
through in November
ASSOCIATE
Justice
Marvic Leonen, chair of the
2020-2021 bar exams, has
called out lawyers and other persons who have been
claiming that this year’s licensure test for aspiring
lawyers would be canceled
anew.
Leonen said the bar examination would be held
this November as he warned
that the high tribunal had
been collating the social me-

dia posts of those spreading
“false information.”
“The bar exams will push
through in November 2021.
All rumors saying that it will
be postponed are false information,” Leonen announced
on his Twitter account on
Thursday.
“They come from those
who do not care about how
this misinformation affects
others. Let this be a warning. Karma exists,” he said.
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Infected with Covid-19
The itch in the
throat and dry cough
would not stop early
that morning. I felt
a dull headache. But
I was never sure because I had no fever.
I was able to bring
my check to the bank
for encashment.
Still, I just wantWeekly Notes
ed to go home and Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
sleep that afternoon.
By this time, I resigned myself to being a Covid-19
suspect until a doctor friend of my son took a swab
test and confirmed I had Covid-19.
I thanked my family for immediate crisis management. The next day, I had to relocate myself to
what used to be the compound’s maid’s quarters
for easier supervision. I thank friends and relatives
for the medicines, the vitamins, the encouraging
words.
Still, we worry also because two household
members had cough.
While apprehensive of the second week of isolation, I am thankful of the mild Covid-19 I have.
Still, there is a need to manage my health, the taking of medicines considering that I have a heath
condition, and monitoring of my oximeter.
Nonetheless the isolation granted me much
time for myself – meditation and sleep. Of course,
writing and Netflix.
Though I prefer the relative privacy of home
isolation, my brother Nonoy wanted me to comply
with minimum protocols like coordinating with the
barangay command center.
They promised a contact tracer will visit me.
Though it has been days, I have not seen any contract tracer yet. Perhaps, this is just a lapse in the
system.
Lapse
After reading and watching videos about what
is wrong in the country’s Covid-19 response, such a
minor time lag became a minor laughing matter.
For instance, some bright boys in Cebu thought
of sending young health workers to Manila. This
was Cebu’s response to a crisis. However, I did not
sense the urgency judging from the formal program
of a send-off. It sounded like a much-delayed graduation program.
Somebody had a twisted sense of public relations at the expense of the sick.
(Emmanuel N. Mongaya is co-founder and
director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc.)
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Harsh curfew punishment
Darren
Peñaredondo
was thirsty and sought to
buy water in General Trias
town in Cavite. Barangay tanods caught him and turned
him over to the town’s police
force.
The next day, Peñaredondo collapsed and died after he was forced to do 300
rounds of squat-like exercises by Cavite police.
General Trias police chief
Lt. Col Marlo Solero was
sacked from his post after it
was found out that there was
indeed physical punishment
for those who violated the
curfew rules in his jurisdiction.
This development came
after Darren Peñaredondo,
who allegedly broke curfew
rules amid the implementa-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

tion of the enhanced community quarantine, earlier
died when he was forced to
do 300 rounds of squat-like
exercises by police in Cavite.
Solero, however, denied
this accusation saying there
was no such punishment being imposed.
Two other violators, however, have submitted their
sworn affidavits supporting
Peñaredondo’s claim, the
Philippine National Police
said Wednesday.
Administrative and criminal investigations are now
being handled by the Cavite
police provincial office, the
PNP said.
“This is to also assure
that the PNP does not tolerate any act that is inimical
to the best interest of our

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

people, particularly the aggrieved parties in the Peñaredondo case,” it said.
Peñaredondo, 28, was
allegedly stopped by police
while buying mineral water
after curfew hours on Thursday. He and other quarantine
violators were later made to
do difficult exercises by the
police. He was released in the
morning of Good Friday but
started to feel sick later.
He died after going into
comatose last Saturday.
Note that harsh and unusual punishments are usually imposed on curfew violators. While most cases don’t
result in death, still these
illegal practice by the police
must be stopped.
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OPEC+ to Ease Restrictions on Oil Production in May

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Major oil producers unexpectedly stepped up their oil
production for the next three
months by 2 million barrels
per day, or about 2% of global consumption, despite the
threat of a new wave of coronavirus and lower oil prices in
recent weeks, TASS reported.
Saudi Arabia, which until now
insisted on maintaining strict
quotas, sharply changed its
mind following the results of
telephone negotiations with
representatives of the United States and Russia. As a

result, in May-July, OPEC+
will increase production by 1.1
million barrels per day (bpd),
and Riyadh will gradually roll
back its voluntary reduction
by 1 million bpd. The new
OPEC+ approach means that
over 2 million bpd will return to the market in the next
three months. Russia and Kazakhstan, which, unlike other
OPEC+ countries, were able
to increase production in April
by 130,000 bpd and 20,000
bpd, respectively, will increase
production more slowly in the
next three months. Under the
new agreement, Russia was
given the opportunity to additionally beef up production
by 114,000 bpd cumulatively in May-July. The OPEC+
decision will allow Russia to
produce an additional 1.4 million tons of oil in May-June,
according to Daria Kozlova
from Vygon Consulting. If after July, OPEC+ will systematically increase production by
500,000 bpd per month, then
Russia’s average production
in 2021 should be 10.5 million

bpd, which is 7% lower than in
pre-crisis 2019, Kozlova noted. (Russia Business Today)
oOo
Tesla
just
reported
first-quarter vehicle production and delivery numbers
for 2021. In total, it delivered
184,800 vehicles and produced
180,338 cars. Analysts were expecting Tesla to deliver around
168,000 vehicles during this
period, according to estimates
compiled by FactSet as of
April 1. Estimates ranged from
145,000 to 188,000 deliveries.
The Q1 deliveries beat Tesla’s
previous record of 180,570 deliveries in Q4 2020. All of the
electric vehicles it produced
were Model 3 sedans and Model Y crossover SUVs during the
quarter, and it didn’t produce
any of its more expensive Model S sedans and Model X SUVs.
It delivered 2,020 Model S and
Model X vehicles from inventory, however representing
just 1% of its total deliveries. In
a statement, Tesla wrote that
with new equipment installed

and tested in Q1, the company is now in the early stages
of ramping production for updated versions of the S and X.
(CNBC)
oOo
The US economy saw a
surge in hiring in March as
vaccination increased, officials eased restrictions and
people pushed to return to
their pre-pandemic activities. Employers added more
than 900,000 jobs driven by
re-openings at restaurants,
bars, construction sites and
schools. The gains were the
biggest since August and
helped lower the unemployment rate to 6% from 6.2% in
February. However, overall
employment remains far lower than before the Covid pandemic. Speaking on Friday,
US President Joe Biden said
people must remain vigilant
when it comes to taking precautions against coronavirus.
He said that millions have not
yet been vaccinated and that
many parts of the economy hit
by closures remain weak. The

US lost more than 20 million
jobs last spring as the virus
led to widespread lockdowns.
It has regained more than
half, but the number of jobs
is still more than 8 million
down from February 2020,
the US Labor Department
said. In response to the crisis, Washington has approved
trillions of dollars in recovery
aid, including a $1.9tn package last month that contained
$1,400 stimulus cheques for
many Americans, extended unemployment benefits,
and funded the re-opening of
schools. Analysts are expecting a strong rebound later
this year, as families emerge
from lockdowns with pent-up
demand and, in many cases,
savings put away during the
pandemic. Estimates suggest
the growth rate in 2021 could
hit 6% or higher. US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen has
said she is hopeful that near
full employment could return
next year. (BBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

President Sergio Osmena’s appointees in Samar (Part II)

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Sergio Suico Osmena
Sr. was the only Cebuano who
became President became the
Liberator President and rebuilt the country by appointing officials to govern the local
government units. He made
the Provincial Capitol of Leyte
in Tacloban City as the national capitol and held office there.
The Leyte-Samar Provinces
used to compose of what was
known as the 9th Senatorial
District. Here were his appointees in the Province of Sa-

mar (now divided into Eastern
Samar, Northern Samar and
Western Samar):
Honorio Suela, Valentin Platitas and Espiridion
Orquia, appointed Acting
Councilors of Santo Niño, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Margarito L. Caberio, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Onofre Cajife, Acting Vice
Mayor of Santa Rita, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Bonifacio Paranas, Simplico Fontanes, Ciriaco Alcaraz, and Cirilo Homeras,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Santa Rita, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Ramon P. Calagas, appointed Acting Mayor, and Alfonso Milca, Acting Vice Mayor of Santa Margarita, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Mamerta de Obong, Ramon Doinog, Ildefonso de
Padua, and Raymundo Milca,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Santa Margarita, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Ricardo Palacio, appointed Acting Mayor, and Atanacio D. Beltran, Acting Vice
Mayor of San Antonio, Samar,
October 5, 1945.

Ramon Mahilon, Eufracio
Manaog, Pablo Escal, Fernando Prudenciado, Francisco
Mondigo, and Eusebio Gordo,
appointed Acting Councilors
of San Antonio, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Arsenio C. Tan, appointed
Acting Mayor, and Quirico S.
Abalon, Acting Vice Mayor of
Pambujan, Samar, October 5,
1945.
Sixto Balanguit, Feliza J.
Tan, Isidro G. Morales, Silvino
D. Lubos, and Emilio Sosing,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Pambujan, Samar, October
5, 1945.
Rafael A. Gumba, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Felipe M. Espina, Acting Vice
Mayor of Palapag, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Alejandro Sidro, Teresa
Odtojan Capate, Jesus O. Majuelo, Flaviano Hermano, and
Pantaleon Alvaria, appointed
Acting Councilors of Palapag,
Samar, October 5, 1945.
Patricio Barandino, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Apolinar Alorro, Acting Vice
Mayor of Oquendo, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Bruno Orquin, Gliceria

David, Rufino Pdio, Roberto
Ramirez, Pelayo Baculpo, and
Crispina de Guia, appointed
Acting Councilors of Oquendo, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Rufo I. de Guia, appointed
Acting Mayor, and Crisostomo
C. Rivas, Acting Vice Mayor of
Mondragon, Samar, October
5, 1945.
Dalmacio T. Malobago,
Melecio Tuballas, Victor Lagrimas, and Filoteo M. Montes, appointed Acting Councilors of Mondragon, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Pascual M. Clutardo, appointed Acting Mayor, and Alvaro Lomentigar, Acting Vice
Mayor of Lavezares, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Leon Espina, Antonio
Martinez, Estanislao Orzotino, and Cresente Galvez, appointed Acting Councilors of
Lavezares, Samar, October 5,
1945.
Cirilo Balagapo, appointed Acting Mayor, and Regino
Amigo, Acting Vice Mayor of
Sulat, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Juan Balagapo, Eugenio
Macabasag, Domingo O. Palileo, and Valeriano Palileo, appointed Acting Councilors of

Sulat, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Proceso Balleza, appointed Acting Mayor, and Albino
Colico, Acting Vice Mayor of
San Julian, Samar, October 6,
1945.
Cirilo Micano, Martin
Lopinbaro, Julian Vallaraso,
and Roman Dirilo, appointed
Acting Councilors of San Julian, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Tiburcio Balato, appointed Acting Mayor, and Casimiro Balmes, Acting Mayor of
Taft, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Isidro Baldonido, Matias
Cemat, Albino Evite, and Hilarion Balmes, appointed Acting Councilors of Taft, Samar,
October 6, 1945.
Jose R. Alcazar, appointed Acting Mayor, and Miguel
Cataluña, Acting Vice Mayor
of Tarangnan, Samar, October
6, 1945.
Angel R. Garcia, Jacinto
Orquin, Pio Corradejo, and
Pio Merida, appointed Acting
Councilors of Tarangnan, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Abundio K. Gumarao,
appointed Acting Mayor, and
Angel Garcia, Acting Vice
Mayor of Allen, Samar, October 5, 1945. (to be continued)
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Asian hate crimes

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

This pandemic caused
not just the collapse of
economies throughout the
world, but it also created havoc among the races. This happened among
Asian nearly everywhere
but most prominent in the
United States.
My sister Gina while
buying essential goods
from a grocery was shocked
by a slur comment from

a racist calling her to go
back to China with the virus. Although my sister is
of course a Filipina but she
looks like Chinese Mestiza
mistakenly as a Chinese
from the mainland China
where the Corona Virus
originated.
Some
have
directly blamed the anti-China
rhetoric of former President Donald Trump, who
often made mention of the
pandemic as the “China virus” or the “kung flu” possibly made the agitation towards Asian or the Chinese
in specific that have caused
this hate crime waves targeting Asians.
Robert Aaron Long,
the son of a southern Baptist lay leader from Canton, Georgia, is accused of
murdering eight people,
including six Asian American women, at three spas
in the Atlanta, Georgia.
Brian Levin, executive director for a center
focusing on discrimina-

tion among Asian, noted
the assumptions made by
many that perpetrators
of anti-Asian hate are
mostly angry white men
who blamed China for the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Recently in New York a
65-year old Filipino-American Vilma Kari fell prey to
the recent attack. She was
on her way to the church to
attend a service when the
assault happen, according
to the Philippine Consulate General in New York.
The video footage showed
that the attacker repeatedly kicked her in the head
and reportedly yelled “you
don’t belong here” at her.
Later when the police
arrested the perpetrator
identified as 38-year-old
Brandon Eilot, they found
out that the perpetrator is
residing in a housing for
homeless people during
the coronavirus pandemic.
He was charged with felony assault for hate crime.
In February, a 61 year-

old Filipino Noel Quintana was attacked with a
box cutter taking a ride
the New York Subway.
This prompted our Vice
President Leni Robredo to
stress that “hatred has no
place in any society that
wishes to heal” noting that
everybody in the world is
reeling from the effects of
the pandemic.
Philippine Ambasador
to the United States Jose
Manuel Romualdez said
this in the media interview:
“I sent a note verbale to
the State Department and
I wrote letters in some senators and public officials”.
He also observed that the
rise of violence occurred
after public officials led by
Trump tagged corona virus
as “China Virus.”
Even Senator Manny
Pacquaio even challenged
those attackers to fight
him instead as the said
that those Americans who
blamed Asians including
fellow Filipinos for the

Corona Virus is certainly
misplaces and a cowardly
act.
In Seattle, my cousin
Jeffrey Abella, urged fellow Cebuanos in Seattle
to go home early to avoid
being beaten in the street
as hate crime as rising in
Washington area especially at night.
Here in our city, our
local legislators have also
expressed concern over
the hate crimes committed across the globe noting that some have already
have included Cebuanos
residing in the United
States.
As Martin Luther King,
Jr. would aptly say,” Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do
that.” In this times of hardship, we cannot add it up by
breeding hate amongst our
people instead let us help
one another in this days of
trials and difficulties. Write
us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

DA agencies to partner with TUCP on Kadiwa

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

A noble and timely partnership with the Department of Agriculture (DA)
and affiliates of the Trade
Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) on a marketing strategy dubbed as
Katuwang sa Diwa at Gawa
para sa Masanang Ani at
Mataas na Kita (Kadiwa) is
already on the pipeline.
The marketing pipeline
directly connects food producers to the consumers for
more access to affordable
agri-products and other es-

sential commodities practically sold at low prices in
support to meager income
wage earners and families.
Thus, TUCP availed and
implemented the program
nationwide to its affiliates
to provide union members
as many options possible
access to affordable and
nutritious food.
Initially, the TUCP and
DOLE have proposed for
the conduct of the marketing program in selected towns and urban areas where high volume of
workers congregates so as
to provide accessibility to
buy the essential commodities on their way home
coming from their respective workplaces.
Joining the DA program nationwide are LGUs,
Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) and
the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI). The DA
is closely coordinating with
its regional field offices
through their Agribusiness
and Marketing Assistance
Division (AMAD) to hasten
the implementation, ac-

cording to their press statement.
Amid the pandemic,
for the 11-month operation
when it becomes operationalize in other regions,
it garnered gross sales by
the millions and benefitted thousands of farmers,
households and fisherfolk
cooperatives and associations.
Looking at the program.
It provides two-pronged
approach. It helps farmers
and fisherfolks in getting
best prices of their produce. Likewise, it benefits
the consuming public especially wage income earners
to buy affordable, fresh and
nutritious food.
I have to doff my hat
to our marginalized farmers and fisherfolks despite
being sidelined sometimes
in the implementation of
the well-meaning law, R. A.
8435, otherwise known as,
the “Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act of
1997”.
In this time of health
crisis, where many restaurants, shops and other ser-

vices shutting down operations, we can always count
on them, through their
painstaking efforts in the
delivery of their produce.
Once more, it proves
their undying commitment
in ensuring a stable, affordable food supply for the
people.
After series of meetings
with the TUCP officials and
its affiliates in availing the
DA’s initiative program in
bringing agricultural and
fisheries products and other essential commodities
directly to consumers, it
resulted to a positive note
for the agency.
Coincidentally, the Kadiwa concept was first introduced during the administration of the late President
Ferdinand E. Marcos. If my
memory serves me right, it
was during the incumbency
of Agriculture Minister Arturo R. Tanco
The fellow held a distinction as a former president of the World Food
Council of the United Nations (UN) for two terms
and opted not to run on

his third and last term. He
was an agriculture minister
of President Marcos for 13
years.
Though, the Kadiwa
store system was implemented to cushion the impact of skyrocketing prices
of basic good and essential
commodities it also bolsters the confidence of the
marginalized farmers to
get the best prices for their
crops.
This is one way of eliminating the middle men
who oftentimes jack-up the
prices to the detriment of
the consuming public. And
in order to stabilize and
have a better price government must buy the goods
when the supply is in excess and download it to the
market when stocks are inadequate.
Apparently, the Kadiwa
system is another way of
eliminating artificial price
increases of some basic and
essential commodities in
the market which unscrupulous businessmen and
traders have perfected the
art of trading.
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Dehumidifiers to be placed
under mandatory inspection
THE Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) is
crafting an administrative
order placing dehumidifiers, ionizers, and air purifiers under mandatory inspection.
These electrical appliances have proliferated
during the pandemic and
claimed to remove water
from air and reduce the
buildup of mold and dust
mites. It is commonly worn
as a necklace among seniors
and younger individuals,
becoming a part of some
people’s fashion accessories.
“We’re adding this as
part of the electronic/electrical appliances that are
currently under the manda-

tory list because we see the
need. Consumer demand
for this product is increasing and we need to protect
the public from substandard products in the mar-

ket,” said DTI Undersecretary Ruth Castelo.
Castelo, who heads
DTI’s consumer protection group, emphasized
that this product should

match the description on
efficacy, quality and safety being advertised, proper
labeling of manufacturer’s
details, product inclusions
and specifications should

be strictly complied with, as
well as warnings on the hazards of the product to give
a complete information to
consumers.
“DTI is already preparing for testing equipment
and capability for this product. A Department Administrative Order, making it
mandatory for manufacturers and retailers to comply
with Philippine National
Standards, is already being
drafted.
Prices of dehumidifiers
also vary, depending on the
brand. Some portable or the
necklace dehumidifiers cost
more than P6,000 while
others are cheaper. Some air
purifier/ionizer appliances
cost more than P20,000.

SEC: All lending firms
DOE reviews
must register with AMLC energy planning
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
issued a Memorandum Circular to amend the SEC
Guidelines on Anti-Money
Laundering and Combating
the Financing of Terrorism
for SEC Covered Institutions
and the 2020 Guidelines on
the Submission and Monitoring of the Money Laundering and Terrorist
Prevention Program
(MTTP).
All financing and
lending companies
are now required by
the SEC to register
with the Anti-Money
Laundering Council
(AMLC).
“The amendment
aims to protect financing and lending
companies from abuse and
misuse by money launderers and terrorists, and more
importantly the integrity
of the financial system, the
overall economy and the
people who would ultimately suffer from such illicit activities,” SEC Chairperson
Emilio B. Aquino said.
As covered persons, all

financing and lending companies shall comply with all
the requirements under the
AMLA, the TFPSA, their
respective IRR, and other
AMLC issuances.
They shall also have the
duty to cooperate with the
AMLC in the discharge of
the latter’s mandate and
in the execution of its law-

ful orders and issuances,
to protect their businesses
from being used for money
laundering or terrorism financing, as mandated by the
2018 IRR of the AMLA.
Thus, all financing and
lending companies must
register in the online reporting system of the
AMLC and submit proof

of such registration to the
Anti-Money
Laundering
Division of the SEC Enforcement and Investor
Protection
Department
(AMLD-EIPD) within two
months from the effective
date of the newly issued
memorandum circular.
The SEC also directs
all financing and lending
companies to formulate and implement a comprehensive and risk-based
MTTP, which must
comply with the requirements of the
AMLA, TFPSA, their
respective IRR, the
2018
AML/CFT
Guidelines and other
AMLC issuances.
Failure to comply
with the provisions of the
newly issued memorandum circular will subject
the concerned financing
or lending company to the
penalties provided under
the 2018 AML/CFT Guidelines, which include a fine
of P10,000 to P1 million,
plus up to P2,000 for each
day of continuing violation.

THE Department of Energy (DOE) is reviewing its
planning for the country’s
energy needs
The DOE had a two-day
virtual workshop with relevant stakeholders on March
24-25, with topics focusing
on updating the short-term
outlook for the energy sector
and the policy-related studies alongside it.
Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi stated that “with
the emerging trends and
challenges, we need to recalibrate our plans to bounce
back faster and to continue
to bring accessible, reliable
and affordable energy services.”
The energy chief asserted that tweaks in the 20182040 Philippine Energy
Plan (PEP) will be critical in
the immediate term, given
that “energy is vital to support the country’s economic
recovery and development
especially during this time
of the pandemic.”
Energy Undersecretary
Felix William Fuentebella
further noted that “due to
the impact of Covid-19, the

energy sector faced many
challenges that necessitated
adjustments to ensure continuity of energy services to
our stakeholders.”
He added “despite quarantine restrictions and the
recent calamities we faced,
we are able to implement
the landmark energy laws
and issue the necessary policies on energy efficiency,
renewable energy, the promotion of indigenous energy
resources and the coal moratorium.”
There are no specific parameters or outlooks being
retooled in the PEP yet; but
industry players have constantly sounded off that projections on supply-demand
may need to be fine-tuned
based on the speed of postCOVID economic recovery
that the Philippines could
rally.
The government has also
cast an energy transition
pathway that will generally
lean on mass-scale renewable energy (RE) installations to be coupled with gas
technology deployments in
the next two decades.
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Pope hails Filipinos’
500 years feast of faith
POPE Francis on Sunday
praised the ability of Filipinos to face numerous adversities, including the raging Covid-19 pandemic, and
even deepen and strengthen
their faith, in the last 500
years.
In his video message for
the Quincentennial celebration of the arrival of Christianity in the country, the
pontiff likened the belief of
Filipinos in God to how Jesus
Christ carried His cross with
conviction before His crucifixion.
“How many difficult moments have you suffered?
I think, especially, during
these years of immediate
preparation for the Jubilee: earthquakes, typhoons,
volcanic eruptions and the
Covid-19 pandemic,” Pope
Francis said.
“But in spite of all the
pain and devastation, you

have known how to carry the
cross and to continue walking. You have suffered much
but also you have risen up
one time after another. Continue working, reconstructing, helping one another like
good Cyrenians,” he added, a
reference to Simon of Cyrene

who helped Jesus carry His
cross part of the way to Calvary.
He remarked on how
Christianity is deeply rooted
within the Filipino family,
just like how it was fostered
by Mary and Joseph with the
young Jesus Christ during

their time in Nazareth.
Last, Pope Francis also
discussed the role of Filipinos in spreading the faith as
what the Apostles of Jesus
Christ did after Pentecost,
when the Holy Spirit descended on them.
These three terms—the

Cross, Nazareth, and Pentecost—Pope Francis said, are
the three milestones in the
country’s 500 years of Christianity.
He said he hopes Filipinos will continue to share
such “gifts” of their faith with
other nations.
“You are generous. You
are bountiful. You know how
to celebrate the feast of faith.
Don’t lose that even in the
midst of difficulties,” Pope
Francis said.
“I am a witness that you
know how to transmit the
faith, and you do it well, be
it in your own country or
abroad,” he added.
On Sunday, a total of 537
pre-identified
pilgrimage
parish churches, basilicas,
and cathedrals simultaneously opened their “Jubilee
Doors” to mark the official
opening of the 2021 Jubilee
Year.

OF Bank gets license as first digital bank
THE Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) granted
a digital banking license to
Overseas Filipino Bank (OF
Bank) making it the country’s first online-only bank.
OF Bank, a subsidiary
of government-owned Land
Bank of the Philippines, is
officially the first digital bank
in the country based on Circular No. 1105 or the guidelines for the establishment
of digital banks that the BSP
issued last November 2020.

OF Bank used to be Philippine Postal Savings Bank
and has an existing thrift
bank license and authorized
to operate as a foreign currency deposit unit.
The bank is already operating as an online-only bank
since June last year prior to
BSP’s issuance of its digital
bank circular in November.
Landbank, the country’s biggest state-controlled bank,
established OF Bank after a
Malacanang executive order

was approved in 2017. It applied for a conversion of its
thrift bank license into a digital bank license.
BSP Deputy Governor
Chuchi G. Fonacier, head
of BSP financial supervision sector recommended
OF Bank’s application for
approval to the Monetary
Board.
OF Bank, which mostly
caters to overseas Filipinos,
will help “leapfrog the Philippines into the digital econ-

Gasoline, diesel prices to go up
OIL companies sent notices on increases of gasoline
prices at petroleum pumps
P0.65 per liter this week and
diesel and kerosene prices by
P0.05 per liter.
But for industry player
Cleanfuel, the price adjustment it implemented this
week was just for gasoline at
P0.65 per liter. There is no
movement on its diesel price.
As of this writing, the oil
firms that already announced

price adjustments effective
Tuesday, April 6 had been
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation, Cleanfuel, Total and
Chevron; while competitors
are expected to follow their
pricing leads.
The major factors that affected price fluctuations in the
international market last week
had been the fast action on the
ship blockage at Suez Canal in
Egypt and the outcome of the
meeting of the Organization

of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and its ally-producers last April 1, in
which they decided to gradually curb production cuts
starting next month.
Market watchers are also
keeping a close eye on the lingering uncertainties over the
escalating pace of Covid-19
infections, which primarily led
to the announcement of onemonth lockdown by France
this April.

omy” as the first branchless
and digital-only banking institution, said Department
of Finance (DOF) Secretary
Carlos Dominguez III.
Based on BSP’s digital
bank framework, foreigners
– individual or non-bank corporation can own or control
up to 40 percent of a digital
bank, the same rule of ownership applied to commercial
banks and thrift banks.
The central bank issued
Circular No. 1105 last November 2020 for the establishment of digital banks
which is the BSP’s seventh
bank category. Digital banks
will have minimal or zero-reliance on physical touchpoints, but it will have to set
up one office as central hub
in the Philippines to receive
and resolve customer complaints.
Based on BSP rules, a
digital bank license requires
a minimum P1 billion capitalization. In comparison,
commercial banks should at
least have P2 billion to P15
billion capitalization depend-

ing on the location and number branches while a universal bank license should have
P3 billion up to P20 billion.
Thrift banks’ capitalization
is P500 million to P2 billion
while rural banks is at least
P50 million up to P200 million.
The BSP describes a
digital bank as performing
the following: grant loans,
whether secured or unsecured; accept savings and
time deposits including basic
deposit accounts; accept foreign currency deposits; and
invests in readily marketable
bonds and other debt securities, commercial papers and
accounts receivable, drafts,
bills of exchange, acceptances or notes arising out
of commercial transactions.
A digital bank is also a correspondent bank for other
financial institutions and as
collection agent, as well as
issue electronic money products, credit cards and buy
and sell foreign exchange,
and market micro-insurance
products.
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Cebu City mulls regulating
e-bike, trisikad in Carbon
CEBU City law enforcers
and government executives
are considering to regulate
electronic-bikes
(e-bikes)
and trisikads plying in Carbon Public Market to ensure
free-flowing traffic at the market.
Police Lieutenant Colonel
Wilbert Parilla, deputy director for operations of the Cebu
City Police Office (CCPO), said
enforcers both from the police
and market authorities from
the city government noticed
that e-bikes and trisikads have
added to the slow-moving
traffic inside the market.
“Most of the e-bikes and
trisikads there park anywhere,
even on the road. Some even

dare to counterflow, and all
in all, they contribute to the
worsening traffic in Carbon,”
Parilla said.

Parilla lamented that, not
like motorized vehicles, the
government cannot issue citation tickets on e-bike and

trisikad drivers for not heeding traffic rules, even in Carbon market’s interior roads.
“This is why we’re recom-

mending putting regulations
on e-bikes and trisikads inside the market. We also cannot totally ban their presence
there because we know these
are being used by people who
make a living inside Carbon,”
he added.
The police’s proposition
came in the wake of private
vehicles being allowed entry
to Carbon market by the Cebu
City’s Market Operations Division (MOD).
Earlier, private vehicles were
prohibited for the time being
from accessing Carbon during
the Holy Week to prevent
overcrowding of marketgoers.
Carbon
accommodates
more than 5,000 vendors.

DPWH experts sought for Mambaling underpass
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella has sent a letter
to Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) Secretary Mark Villar requesting
to send experts to look at the
functionality and structural
integrity of the depressed road
in N. Bacalso Avenue popularly
known as Mambaling Underpass.
Labella said in his Facebook post that the said underpass was heavily flooded
within just 30 minutes of rain
last March 31, 2021, a Holy
Wednesday, and it made the
busy highway impassable.
“I am concerned about the
safety of the people of Cebu
City,” Labella said.
He recalled that several
years back, the 750-meter un-

District).
Labella said that this
component of the project had
unfortunately been scrapped
because of difficulties in the acquisition of road right-of-way.
It is becoming a normal occurrence during rains in Cebu
City because it happened sev-

Labella helps jobseekers
derpass which was implemented by DPWH in the amount of
P750 million along N. Bacalso
Avenue was supposed to include underground concrete
cisterns to serve as storage for
flood water in case of rain.
The project was imple-

mented for more than two
years and the public suffered
so much because N. Bacalso
Avenue was closed to traffic.
The project was reportedly facilitated by then Mayor Tomas
Osmeña and Rep. Rodrigo
Abellanosa (Cebu City South

Mayor to convene coastline board
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella has signed
Memorandum No. 2021-146
to convene the Coastline
Management Board based
on the responsibility of the
government to preserve our
local ecosystem and the environment.
This is pursuant to restore Cebu City Ordinance
No. 1988 as amended by Ordinance Nos. 1995 and 2307.
Labella said the Coastal

eral times after the underpass
was opened to traffic.
“I would rather have this
looked into now, as soon as
possible while it is summer
time than waiting for the problem to worsen when another
rainy days will come,” Labella
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Management Board will help
improve the environment
along coastal areas, promote
peace and order, create livelihood opportunities for the
residents in coastal barangays.
He said they will come
up with a Coastline Management Plan to be the basis for
the programs to implement
in order to provide solutions
on coastal area concerns
such as sanitation, peace and

order, illegal squatting and
illegal drugs.
Labella said that to implement this, the board will
coordinate the efforts of all
the identified coastal barangays in Inayawan, Cogon
Pardo, Basak Pardo, Basak
San Nicolas, Mambaling,
Duljo-Fatima, Sawang Calero, Suba, Pasil, Ermita, Mabolo, San Roque, Tinago, Tejero, Sto. Niño and Carreta.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

MAYOR Edgardo C. Labella has urged Cebu City
jobseekers to coordinate with
Public Employment Service
Office (PESO) and follow
the steps provided by the
Department of Manpower
Development and Placement
(DMDP) on how to avail the
Job Start Program.
In his Facebook post,
Labella said that despite the
challenges that Covid-19
pandemic has caused in the
labor market, the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) is bringing
back its Job Start Program.
“This program aids those
seeking jobs with a full cycle
employment facilitation service aimed to boost their employability,” Labella said.
The DOLE’s Job Start is
also designed to enhance employability of at-risk youth
to improve their integration
into productive employment.

The qualifications are:
not currently working or enrolled in school or training;
with less than one year or
no work experience; have at
least reached high school,
high school graduate or college graduate; 18-24 years
old; and Filipino citizen.
The processes of the
program are: online registration; PESO screens the
applicants through initial
interview via phone call; one
time visit to PESO is scheduled (final orientation with
applicants and signing of
participation agreement);
start online life skills training (LSY) via Yes Academy!
(June 14-25, 2021); Exclusive job fair with our partner
employers (June 28, 2021);
technical training (July-September, 2021); Internship
(October-December 2021);
and wage employment.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Traditional PUJs allowed
to run by LTFRB

A TRANSPORT
and coop leader
said that under the
Modified
General
Community Quarantine (MGCQ), some
traditional passenger jeepneys are allowed to run by the
Land
Transportation Franchising and
Regulatory
Board
(LTFRB).
But in Cebu City,
Benjamin Ryan Yu,
chairman of the Cebu
Integrated
Transport Service Cooperative (CITRASCO)
said that most public transport now is
modern jeepneys and
buses.
“About 300 old or traditional jeepney units are temporarily mixed with the new
units in the different routes in
Cebu City,” said Yu who is also
one of the directors of the Cebu
City Cooperative Development
Council (CCCDC).
Yu said that the Cebu City
Government identifies the
routes to be opened under the
Land Public Transport Route
Plan (LPTRP), and specifies
the number of PUJs that are

allowed in every route.
Under the new rule, Yu
said the traditional jeepney
operators will apply for special
permit, which is a long process because they will go to the
Cebu City Government, Land
Transportation Office (LTO)
and LTFRB.
Yu admitted that several
jeepney operators are now suffering economically because of
the Public Transport Modernization Program implemented by LTFRB and its mother

agency, Department of Transportation (DOTr). A modern
or brandnew jeepney unit is as
low as P2 million and as high
as P3 million per unit.
Yu said that some operators were able to obtain
millions of pesos in loans
to buy new jeepney units in
2019, but the operation was
stopped in 2020 because of
the pandemic.
He said the government
suspended the payment of
monthly amortization during

the lockdown, but when the
grace period was lifted, the
banks still demanded for interest during the period of suspension of amortization.
This was followed by the
reduction of passenger capacity to 50 percent, and the routes
were changed.
“While the traditional
jeepneys were not allowed to
ply the streets, buses mostly
from Vallacar Transport Corporation that operates Ceres
buses replaced them,” Yu said.

The LTFRB
ordered all transport
operators to consolidate and were given one year to do so.
They are given Provisional Authority (PA)
to operate based on
the number of units
in their existing franchise.
However, Yu
said that if a foreign
group will invest in
transportation, they
can buy new units
and replace the units
of that existing franchises.
A Cebu transport operator said
that several years ago,
he bought about ten units of
passenger jeepneys in installment and all the units were fully-paid.
He said his units gave
them substantial family income that enabled them to
send their children to college.
Now, despite that the jeepney
units are still roadworthy,
they were forced to sell the
units at P160,000 each and
bought a new one by installment at P2 million each.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Online sign up for vax rollout launched in Cebu City
MAYOR Edgardo Labella announced on Tuesday that the city government has launched an online registration for the
vaccination of senior citizens and people with comorbidities.
He said those who
fall under the two categories may now sign up for
the mass inoculation via
https://mics.cebucity.gov.
ph/vims/page/register.
“The Cebu City Government, through our City
Health Department and in
coordination with the Department of Health, continues to prepare for the
vaccine rollout for the other priority groups once we
are done vaccinating all our
medical health workers,”
Labella said in a social me-

dia post.
The mayor, however,
clarified that this is only a
registration and the city’s
Vaccine Operations Center
has yet to set the processes
and schedules for the vaccination.
Those who have registered will get a text message on
their assigned
schedule.
“The
City Government
will also
announce
it using
our
social media pages
and other plat-

forms,” he said. “I look forward to the full implementation of our vaccination
program in Cebu City.”
The city government
also urges senior citizens
to register for the vaccination program now while
the city waits for more
doses of the Coronavirus

Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
vaccines.
It has released the link
for the registration on
their Facebook page for
those who have wish to
registered for the vaccination program.
The registration is also
convenient for those who
are able
to access
the online
registration website
as
all information
can
be
inputted
with immediate
submission.
For the

senior citizens who do not
know how to register online or do not have a smartphone or computer or don’t
have access to such, they
can call on their respective
barangays and they will be
registered house-to-house.
Doctor Jeffrey Ibones,
the CHD officer-in-charge,
said that the city government is already negotiating
with the Covovax laboratory in India for doses and
there is a sure allocation
for them in this city-procured vaccines.
Ibones also hopes that
the senior citizens and essential workers will register ahead of time because
the number of doses that
will be allocated to the
city will be based on this
list.
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Relampagos asks PNP to
clarify Bohol ‘red area’ tag
BOHOL Vice Gov. Rene
Relampagos has sought
clarification from police
and military authorities in
Central Visayas on the “red
area” tag of Bohol.
Late last year the Philippine National Police (PNP)
during its briefing with the
Regional Peace and Order
Council (RPOC), placed Bohol and Negros Oriental as
the region’s “red” areas.
Relampagos, who represented Gov. Arthur Yap
during the online meeting,
wanted to be clear about
the meaning of “red area,”
making sure whether Bohol
is already an area recovered
by the Communist Terror-

ist
Groups
armed groups
(CTGs),
or
in two mustill a target
nicipalities,
for recovery.
hence the tagBy CTGs,
ging.
authorities
Relampaalso mean the
gos asked auCommunist
thorities
to
Peoples Parbe careful in
ty-National
tagging
the
Democratic
whole of BoFront’s armed
hol as a red
terrorists of
area as this
the New Peo- YOUTH RECRUITMENT. BOHOL OFFICIALS HERE NOTED AN IN- may send a
ple’s
Army CREASE IN YOUTH RECRUITMENT TO BECOME YOUNG COM- wrong mesMUNIST TERRORIST GROUPS. PHOTO SHOWS AN INDIGNATION
(NPA).
sage and afRALLY POSTER IN TRINIDAD, BOHOL. PIA BOHOL
Regional
fect Bohol’s
Intelligence Chief Police Lt. Negros Oriental, explaining promotion as a major tourCol. Robert Lingbawan said that there are monitored re- ism area.
the tag of Bohol as a red area covery efforts of the CTGs in
Relampagos further aris unlike that of the case of Bohol with the presence of gued that since Bohol was

Bohol proposes P.5 billion funds
for ELCAC projects in 19 villages
BOHOL has proposed
some P524, 915, 000 worth
of programs, activities, and
projects under the National
Task Force-- Ending Local
Communist Armed Conflict
(ELCAC) that would contribute to strengthening local
community
empowerment
and consequently drive local
communist resurgence from
their areas.
Local authorities have
identified 19 target barangays
in Antequera, Calape, Clarin, Inabanga, Maribojoc and
Sagbayan, based on the report
shared during the recent Regional Peace and Order Council meeting online last week.
For Antequera, the two
target barangays have proposed 7 programs, projects,
and activities, for a sum of P40
million.
For Calape, its one target

barangay had identified 5 proposed projects for P20 million,
while Clarin which has three
target barangays had picked
6 proposed projects for a total
funding requirement ofP60
million.
Inabanga, with 9 target
barangays, identified a total of
60 projects and programs for
a total funding requirement of
P324, 915, 000.00.
On the other hand, Maribojoc has one target has
picked 2 proposed projects at
P60 million.
Finally, Sagbayan which
has three target barangays
have proposed 10 projects for
total funding of P60 million.
As to the funds, with the
whole of nation approach as
imbedded in Executive Order
No. 70, these lists of priority programs, activities, and
projects (PAPs) are proposed

for funding by the National
Task Force – ELCAC and sent
through the Cabinet Officer
for Regional Development
and Security, Secretary Michael Lloyd L. Dino.
These would be for funding, support, and./or inclusion
in the FY 2022 Budget, saod
Bohol Interior and Local Government Provincial Director
Jerome Gonzales.
As per Special Provision,
the 2021 General Appropriations Act, or RA No. 11518,
has appropriated an amount
of 16.44 Billion for the 822 barangays, or 20 million for each
barangay.
These shall be exclusively
used for the implementation
of programs.
The fund shall be directly
released to the Provincial or
City Government where the
barangays are situated.

Bohol records highest vaccine utilization rate
THE province of Bohol
has recorded the highest percentage in terms of vaccine
utilization rate in Central Visayas.
According to the latest
figures from the Department
of Health Central Visayas
Center for Health Devel-

opment (DOH-CHD 7) as
of March 30, 2021, Bohol
logged 96.3 percent.
Bohol was given an allocation of 39,210 for both Sinovac and AstraZeneca.
Of the total allocation,
there are now only 17,862
doses remaining.

Dr. Mary Jean Loreche,
DOH-7’s chief pathologist
and spokesperson, considered Bohol as “topnotcher”
in the region.
“Taas og compliance
ang Bohol for vaccination
of healthcare workers,” she
said.

declared insurgency-free,
reports of the presence of
CTGs or initiatives by CTGs
to recover certain areas
could not serve as basis for
the red area tag.
RPOC-7 Chair Mayor
Oscar Labella re-echoed
Relampagos’ concern as
he reminded everyone to
be circumspect in making
sweeping statements.
Regional
authorities
said the red-area tag for Bohol is apparently more of
allowing government forces to keep their defensive
stance against any effort
of the communist terrorist
groups (CTG) to reestablish
their lost positions here.

DILG ok’s Capitol’s purchase of
vehicles for Bohol SP members
THE Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) has approved
to the previously deferred
procurement of service vehicles for Capitol’s 13 Provincial Board (PB) members
and Vice Governor Rene
Relampagos.
According to Relampagos, Capitol has allocated P24 million through the
province’s 2021 annual budget for the purchase of 14
pickup trucks.
“Apil sa proseso ni, kay
dili man ta pwede mo dretso-dretso og pamalit not unless nga aprobado pud kini
sa DILG,” Relampagos said.
A copy of the DILG’s
Department Authority addressed to Governor Art Yap
and signed by Undersecretary for Local Government
Marlo Iringan was relayed
to the PB on the same day.
The procurement was
previously approved by the
PB after service vehicles of
“around six” members of the
legislative body were noted
to be in need of major repairs prompting the legislators to use their personal

vehicles for official trips.
The current government-owned vehicles used
by the PB members, which
Relampagos estimated to
be around a decade old, already have “questionable
road worthiness” which may
compromise their passengers’ safety.
“There is a difference between wanting and needing
something, but in this case,
this is a need,” he added.
Relampagos noted that
the provincial government
will be purchasing 4×4 pickup trucks for “practicality”
considering the rough terrain in some areas of the
province, particularly with
the poor road conditions
heading to far-flung barangays.
The purchase of the vehicles was supposed to be
carried out last year but was
postponed due to the pandemic.
The SP said that the budget was instead realigned to
augment the province’s war
chest in battling COVID-19.

As of March 30, Bohol
province has already inoculated a total of 21,348 individ-

uals for the first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccines for both
Sinovac and AstraZeneca.

(WITH A REPORT FROM R.
TUTAS)
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Biden to push through
infrastructure plan
US PRESIDENT Joe
Biden is willing to push
through his $2 trillion infrastructure plan without the
support of Republican lawmakers if he cannot reach a
bipartisan deal.
Energy Secretary Jennifer
Granholm, said Biden would
prefer that his plan have Republican backing but, if that
does not work, he would likely support using a procedural
strategy called reconciliation
to allow Democrats to pass it
in the Senate.
“As he has said, he was
sent to the presidency to do
a job for America. And if the
vast majority of Americans,
Democrats and Republicans,
across the country support
spending on our country and
not allowing us to lose the
race globally, then he’s going

to do that,” Granholm said.
But the infrastructure
plan - his second major legislative initiative - so far looks
unlikely to draw more bipartisan support.

Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell said last
week that Biden’s infrastructure plan was “bold and audacious” but would raise taxes
and increase debt. He vowed

to fight it “every step of the
way.”
Biden’s plan would raise
the corporate income tax rate
after deductions to 28 percent
from the current 21 percent.

His predecessor as president,
Donald Trump, and Republican lawmakers cut the corporate rate from 35 percent to 21
percent in 2017.
Trump repeatedly promised to tackle the nation’s
crumbling
infrastructure
during his presidency but
never delivered on that. The
Biden infrastructure plan’s
investments are long-term
and badly needed to drive job
growth, Brian Deese, director of the National Economic
Council, said.
The initiatives will serve
the country well into the
2030s and beyond, added
Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg.
“Right now, we’re still
coasting off of infrastructure
choices that were made in the
1950s,” Buttigieg said.

England sets trials for return of mass events
THE government has set
trials of a series of measures
in England, including Covid
passports, to allow the safe
return of sports matches,
events and nightclubs.
Passes would show if a
person had been vaccinated, had a recent negative
test, or natural immunity.
Trial events in the coming months will also explore
how ventilation and testing
before and after could help
crowds return.
Any use of passes would
be
“time-limited”,
the
sports minister has said.
Sports Minister Nigel
Huddleston described the

trials as a “learning experience”, saying no decisions
had yet been made on processes or vaccination certificates.
He said the earlier pilots “almost certainly won’t
involve any element of certification”, and that the
government would also be
looking at mitigations such
as one-way systems and hygiene measures.
The pilots will include
the FA Cup semi final and
final in London’s Wembley
Stadium, the World Snooker Championship in Sheffield, a mass participation
run at Hatfield House in

Hertfordshire, and several
events in Liverpool including an evening at a nightclub, a business conference
and a cinema screening in
the city.
The FA Cup final will be
using certification.
The first pilot event will
be a comedy night in Liverpool on 16 April where audience members will be tested
for Covid before and after
the show.
The University of Liverpool’s Prof Iain Buchan,
who will be helping run
the city’s trials, told BBC
Breakfast taking part would
involve giving consent when

Saudi hikes oil prices for key Asia market
SAUDI Arabia raised
prices for oil shipments to
customers in its main market
of Asia, signaling the kingdom’s confidence in the region’s economic recovery.
The decision comes after
the Opec+ cartel, led by the
Saudis and Russia, agreed to
boost daily crude production
by more than 2 million barrels between May and July.
Aramco, the Saudi state
energy firm, will increase

its grades for Asia in May
by between US20 and US50
cents a barrel, according to
a statement. It will raise the
key Arab Light grade for the
region by US40 cents from
April to US$1.80 per barrel
above the benchmark. The
company had been expected
to hike the grade by 30 cents,
according to a Bloomberg
survey of eight traders and
refiners.
Most prices for North

West European customers
won’t be changed, though
Arab Light for the region
will drop by US20 cents to
US$2.40 below the benchmark. Most grades to the US
will be cut by US10 cents.
Prices for Asia have been
above those for Europe and
the US for several months,
partly due to energy demand
in the latter two recovering
more slowly from the coronavirus pandemic.

booking a ticket, receiving
text messages about Covid
safety, minimizing, your
contacts before the event,
and getting tested as close
to the event as possible.
Prof Buchan added that
people would be told not to
attend if they developed any

symptoms and the events
would be held in well-ventilated places.
After the event, people
would be asked to minimize
their contacts and get another test five days later, for
the purposes of research, he
said.

European TV channels
to merge to fight US rivals
A PUSH for mergers
that would help European
TV networks compete with
fast-growing US streaming
platforms is putting the
region’s
strict
media
ownership rules under strain.
Bertelsmann SE’s 48 per
cent stake in the owner of
French channel M6 is up for
sale and the German media
company is leaning toward
a tie-up with rival Television
Francaise 1 SA. It would be
the most dramatic shakeup of France’s audiovisual
landscape in decades and
is likely to draw intense
scrutiny from the country’s
competition
and
media
watchdogs.
“A merger with TF1
would fit with our strategy

of actively pursuing market
consolidation,” Bertelsmann
chief
executive
officer
Thomas Rabe said at an
earnings presentation on
Tuesday.
Rabe is presenting it
as a test whether rules that
uphold
media
plurality
and stop any one player
dominating the advertising
market are fit for purpose in
the streaming era.
Critics say they were
designed for a time when
the old “linear” broadcasters
were the only game in town,
and fail to acknowledge the
new competition brought
by digital video advertising
and on-demand services
such as Netflix, Disney+ and
Amazon.com’s Prime Video.

