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“We want to have a uniform policy for senior citizens in the country.”
SECRETARY
Franklin
Quijano of the National Commission for Senior Citizens
(NCSC) said the Implementing Rules and Regulation
(IRR) of Republic Act (RA)
11350 creating his agency is
already finished and will be
submitted to President Rodrigo Duterte.
Quijano and the NCSC
Board have authored the IRR
and they need to endorse it to
the President for approval the
soonest possible time.
Quijano who was just appointed by Duterte as
NCSC secretary
last year, said
that there was
no budget for
the agency
to
operate
so he had
asked funds
from the Senate which
g a v e

the agency P25 million to operate for the whole 2021.
“We have made the IRR to
be approved by the President,
and we’ve made the organizational structure to be submitted for approval by the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) so our budget
will be included in the 2022
National Expenditures Program (NEP) and eventually
in the General Appropriations
Act (GAA),” Quijano said.
Quijano, a former mayor of
Iligan City, but a pure Cebuano, told DYRC radio and Cebu
Business Week, that soon
after Duterte approves the
IRR, he will order all Local Government Units
(LGUs), either municipal, city or provincial, to
submit their goals and
programs to NCSC for
approval.
“We want to
have a uniform
policy for senior citizens
in the entire
country,”
Quijano
said.

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
Even before the approval of
IRR, Quijano has sent letters
to all government agencies
and asked them to submit to
the NCSC their goals and programs for senior citizens.
The NCSC will coordinate
with the Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) and other National
Government Agencies (NGAs)
for a uniform implementation
of senior citizens’ goals and
programs.
“The government wants to
treat the senior citizens well because during their prime time,
they have contributed great
things in nation building,” Quijano said.
Quijano said that he will
soon meet with LGU officials
in the entire country and ask
them what they can offer to senior citizens, as we know that
there are poor LGUs which
cannot afford to give benefits
to senior citizens, and there are
rich LGUs which can give the
old folks what they need.
“I commend the LGUs of
Cebu City, Quezon City and
Makati City for giving the senior citizens huge benefits
compared to DSWD’s P500 a
month financial assistance to
senior citizens, and given every
six months,” Quijano said.

Quijano said that Congress
passed the law creating the
NCSC and authored by Senior
Citizens Party-List represented by Congressman Jun Datol.
When Datol died, he was succeeded by Rep. Ompong Oballe.
“There are still other laws
that add more benefits to senior citizens,” Quijano said.
The Senior Citizens Party-List wants that all senior citizens in the country be given allowance which he proposed to
call “Universal Senior Citizens
Law” to give all the support
needed by senior citizens.
Quijano said that he wants
that NCSC to be manned by senior citizens, but the rules and
regulations of the Civil Service
Commission (CSC), Social Security System (SSS) and Government Service Insurance
System (GSIS) provide that the
retirement ages in government
service are 60 years old for optional and 65 for mandatory.
Quijano believed that are
senior citizens who are already
retired from the service, but
their expertise cannot be transmitted to others. For example,
retired engineers or scientists
have their respective skills and
they can still work.
On the other hand, Quijano said the government is
trying its best to vaccinate at

least 70 percent of the more
than 100 million Filipino population so we could have herd
immunity against Covid-19.
He urged all senior citizens
to be vaccinated to prevent the
spread of Corona Virus Disease.
At this point of time, he
said that more than one million
frontliners like doctors and
nurses, have been vaccinated.
Most vaccines are brought to
Metro Manila where there is
high Covid infection rate.
At first, he said the Department of Health (DOH) and the
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) believed the Sinovac
vaccines were not yet suitable
for senior citizens. But now,
the DOH and FDA said these
are already okay.
He hopes that the government can expedite the purchase of additional vaccines.
“We have several proposals in Congress, including the
price of medicines. We are connected and we are being called
every now and then by the
House of Representatives and
the Senate to hear the grievances of senior citizens,” Quijano said.
He encourages suggestions, grievances and concerns
of senior citizens to be sent to
his attention through email addreaa: ph.ncsc.gmail.com.
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Meralco case affects
Veco, customers
POWER Advocate Romeo
“Butch” Junia said that a case
against Manila Electric Company (MERALCO) that he is
now intervening has profound
effect on the Visayan Electric
Company (VECO) and its customers in Cebu.
Junia, a former officer of
the Bureau of Immigration
(BI) has been helping power
consumers by intervening in
some cases filed against power
generators and power distribution utilities (DUs) in the
Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC).
He said that MERALCO
with ERC seemingly complicit is trying to pull off a
backdoor rate reset to avoid
accountability for excessive
collections of their distribution, supply and metering
rates over the last decade.
This can be billions of pesos

slipping under the cracks if
not checked.
He said VECO is one of
18 distribution utilities (DUs)
charging rates based on Pow-

er-Based Rate (PBR). Under
this scheme, VECO’s return on
capital is about 15.1%, higher
than MERALCO’s 14.9& percent. But that will have to be

another very long discussion.
Junia is hoping that Bantayan Electric Cooperative
(BANELCO) will reconsider
its contract with the Isla Norte

THE Department of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) gave P500,000 in
livelihood assistance to a
group of farmers in Dumanjug, Cebu for vermicomposting or the use of earthworms
to convert organic waste into
fertilizer.
In a press release sent to
Cebu Business Week, DOLE
7 Regional Director Salome
O. Siaton said that members of the Kapunungan sa
Mag-uumang Mamumuo sa
Monte Maravilla, are now
on their toes as they are set
to begin their Community
Entrepreneurship Through
Sustainable Vermicomposting Project.
Siaton personally attended the blessing of the
group’s
vermicomposting facility located in Sitio
Monte Maravilla, Barangay Kang-actol, Dumanjug,
Cebu. She was accompanied
by Technical Support Services-Employment Workers’
Welfare (TSSD-EWW) OIC,
Ma. Teresa Tanquaimco and

Cebu Provincial Field Office
OIC, Vivencio Lagahid.
The vermicoposting is
expected to benefit 37 families located in Monte Maravilla. The project will not
only promote sustainable
agricultural
productivity
through vermiculture in the
locality but also advance utilization of available resources for food production.
“Vermicomposting may
not be very popular yet in
the area, but we are optimistic the group will be able
to enhance their farming
knowledge and methods,
while augmenting their income through this kind of
farming strategy,” said Siaton.
The Santo Niño de Cebu
Augustinian Social Development Foundation, Inc.
(SNAF) is DOLE’s accredited co-partner for said project that also provided the
members capacity building
orientations on beneficiary
identification;
marketing;
and leadership and manage-

ment; among others.
With only Php6,000.00,
a farmer can start vermicomposting and produce
300 kilos of vermicompost
in six months with 10 kilos of
worms. A farmer said it reduces production cost, while
minimizing environmental
pollution and promoting soil
and water conservation.
Siaton lauded the farmers’ readiness for their livelihood project, saying that
projects like vermicomposting are worth DOLE’s assistance, since it assures project sustainability and environment-friendliness.
The assistance to Kapunungan sa Mag-uumang
Mamumuo sa Monte Maravillais is another initiative
borne out of the DOLE Integrated Livelihood and Emergency Employment Program
(DILEEP), the DOLE’s contribution to poverty reduction especially among the
poor, vulnerable and marginalized workers. PR/ELIAS

AIRASIA Philippines has
partnered with Cebu’s hotel and restaurant operators
in an effort to help encourage tourism in the province,
making it now the corporate
airline partner of the Hotel
Resort and Restaurant Association of Cebu Inc. (HRRACI).
Cebu is expected to have
a “strong comeback” and rebound as the COVID-19 cases
in the province have “significantly decreased” over the
past weeks in time for summer, AirAsia said.
Cebu City and other areas in the province were once
tagged as COVID-19 hotspots
due to a considerable number
of infections.
But the situation has surprisingly improved.
“Filipinos are looking forward to traveling this summer.
Though the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ)
in the NCR plus has greatly
affected the decision-making
of most local travelers, we believe that there will be enough
time for our “kababayans” to

Power Corporation (INEC) for
the latter to supply power for
the entire Bantayan Island,
Cebu at an exorbitant rate considering there is an ongoing
submarine cable to get electricity from mainland Cebu-Negros-Panay (CNP) grid.
While the BANELCO-INEC supply agreement is for
15 years, the government,
with the subsidy of all power consumers in the country
through the Universal Charge
for Missionary Electrification
(UCME) will pay INEC for 15
years even if the submarine
cable project will be finished
in five years.
Once Bantayan Island will
connect to the power suppliers
in mainland Cebu, their power rate will be the same with
power suppliers, and UCME
will be reduced. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Vermicomposting project AirAsia partners
with HRRAC
gets DOLE’s support

O. BAQUERO

“beat the summer heat” and
visit Cebu,” AirAsia Philippines CEO Ricky Isla said.
HRRACI President Alfred
Reyes believes that with proper strategies, domestic tourism can contribute to recovery, although domestic travel
in the country remains hampered by several government
measures such as the limit to
travelers to Region 6.
International travel in
the country is also restricted
to 1,500-daily due to the increase in COVID-19.
The Department of Tourism (DOT) is preparing for
when travel reverts to normal
levels.
Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said the
DOT was eyeing the adoption
of the global digital pass that
adheres to international standards.
At least 20 carriers worldwide including Singapore Airlines, Emirates and Malaysia
Airlines have adopted the digital travel pass developed by
the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
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Local economy collapses with millions
jobless, micro firms bankrupt
BUSINESSMAN Rey E.
Calooy of the Filipino Cebuano (FilCeb) Business Club
said our local economy has
collapsed sending millions of
Filipinos jobless and micro
firms bankrupt.
Calooy, an advocate for
an increase in food production in the agricultural sector,
said the tourism sector is still
struggling because of limited
and regulated international
and domestic flights because
of Covid-19 pandemic.
“We had around 17 million domestic tourists and
eight million foreign tourists
that move every year before
the pandemic. Now, the tourism sector collapsed,” said
Calooy, a former vice mayor
of Lindogon, Southern Leyte.
He said that before pandemic, young workers were
given incentives by their respective companies to travel
to other provinces. This was
abated since last year when

Covid-19 arrived.
He added that several
companies had closed shop.
In the still open firms, most
of the workers who fortunately retained jobs are working
from home. There are now
few people in the streets because most people are staying
at home.
He added that the malls

are now almost empty. The
people are afraid to go there
for fear of being infected with
Covid-19. Aside from that, the
people have no more money
and their savings have been
depleted.
“Those businesses that
pivot into digital operations,
e-commerce, or highlight online will survive. That is the

trend,” Calooy said.
The traditional businesses will have no sales because
there are no more walk-in
customers. If you will not use
the internet, you will be out
of the business. The young
people who will be tasked by
their parents or grandparents
to buy their needs will use the
internet, he said.

“We cannot say that this
is a new normal because
this was the trend before the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Before the pandemic, our
digital payment was less than
one percent, compared to Singapore and other countries
which were 90 to 99 percent
digital wallet. You cannot see
the color of money.
In other countries, stores
don’t accept cash but credit cards. This is to do away
with corruption and illegal
transaction because transactions can be traced. Cash to
cash cannot be traced. Going
full-on digital can eliminate
corruption in government, he
said.
Calooy advised against
availing cash loan because
that is automatically with
3.5 percent interest. Paying
loan on time will increase
your credit value, say, from
P20,000 to P50,000. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Lockdown in Metro Manila affects economy: Philip Tan
BUSINESSMAN Philip N. Tan said the country’s
economy is affected by the
continued lock down in Metro Manila considering that
the bulk of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is there.
Tan, former president of
Mandaue Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
said that he talked with his
businessmen-friends
in
Metro Manila who said that
some have already surrendered from continuing their

business for the entire 2021
due to Covid-19 lock down.
Tan, a management representative to the Regional
Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board (RTWPB)
said that instead of continuing to invest for economic
recovery, they are on observation period due to economic collapse.
He said that without the
necessary vaccine against
Corona Virus Disease, it is
hard for the government to

fully reopen the economy
and revive it.
“We have requested the
government to rollout the
vaccination, make it simple
and reduce restrictions. But
the people are confused because while President Rodrigo Duterte wants to fast
track vaccination, some of
his subordinates are not doing everything to speed up
the acquisition,” Tan said.
He said that he went to a
mall to observe the business

situation there and found
out that most stores had
no customers, yet they are
spending on salaries, power,
water and rental.
Tan likened the collapsed economy to a boxing
bout. In the second quarter
of 2020 where there were
16.5 percent negative GDP,
the boxer was hit in the jaw,
fell down and lost consciousness. At the third quarter
with 11.5 percent negative
GDP, the boxer regained

consciousness and was sitting. In the fourth quarter
with 9.5 GDP, the boxer was
still sitting but cannot stand.
The first quarter of 2021 had
passed and the boxer is still
sitting.
He said that the tourism industry which includes
hotel, resort, restaurant,
transport and many more
was hit hard with the lockdown and may take two
to three years to recover.

MANDAUE City is now
ready to undertake community vaccinations for COVID-19
with the successful pilot testing of the first community
vaccination center in Cebu
held last April 8.
The pilot testing involved
the vaccination of medical
front liners and senior citizens.
Located at the Mandaue
City Sports Complex, the local
government has followed the
guideline handbook prepared
by the Visayas Vaccination
Operations Center (VVOC)
for the establishment of vaccination sites.

“Mandaue City’s adherence to the handbook of community vaccination center created by the Visayas COVID-19
Vaccination Operations Center
(VVOC) shows that the manual
when used properly can lead to
successful implementation of
vaccination roll out,” said Undersecretary Anthony Gerard
Ybañez Gonzales of the Office
of the Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas (OPAV).
The VVOC, through IATF
Visayas Chief Implementer
retired Gen. Melquiades Feliciano, has prepared the vaccination guideline handbook to

help local government units
set up efficient vaccination
centers.
“I hope the success of
the pilot test will inspire the
LGUs in the Visayas to adopt
it,” Gonzales said.
“I salute the effort of
IATF-Visayas chief implementer Gen Mel Feliciano,
DOH-7 headed by Regional Director Jaime Bernadas
and the Mandaue City LGU
for stepping up in creating a
benchmark for community
vaccination.”
Feliciano declared the
pilot testing of the Mandaue

Sports Complex vaccination
center as a success.
“The flow that was set
from the registration area up to
the post vaccination area met
the time and motion requirements. In its full capacity, it can
vaccinate 800-900 individuals
in 8 hours or 20,000 doses in a
month,” Feliciano said.
He added that the vaccination center will be replicated in similar sites in Mandaue
City so it could meet the time
frame of four to six months
vaccination program.
“When the vaccines will
be available for the general

population, Mandaue City
will be ready to execute the
program,” Feliciano said.
The VVOC team is composed of OPAV, Department
of Health Region VII, local
government units, and Project Balik Buhay.
The VVOC team focused
on the improvement of the process and the storage handling.
This is to ensure a smooth localized vaccination operation.
It was agreed that the VVOC
process which was undertaken
in Mandaue will serve as the
benchmark to be followed by
other LGUs in the Visayas. PR

ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Mandaue ready with community vaccination center
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Digong’s disappearance?
The bashing of Vice
President Leni Robredo by the DDS cabal
since 2016 turned out
harsh, false, and unrelentless. Many analysts practically left
Leni on the wayside.
But Leni persisted
with the many initiatives she had been
Weekly Notes
doing. The image of a
clueless President Ro- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
drigo A. Duterte doing
a selfie with his alalay Bong Go contrasts badly with a
busy vice president.
They could just have taken Digong’s picture signing
tons of documents to show he is busy. It would make
the scene more believable. But then, that is all Digong
did during all the time he was away from the public?
Amid the brouhaha at the West Philippine Sea and
the sharp rise in Covid-19 cases, it turned out the president is angrier at detained senator Leila de Lima than
the Chinese deploying 200 ships at the West Philippine Sea.
Professional photojournalists also noted discrepancies in photos sent to news media outlets.
Nonetheless, the sudden disappearance of the president from his usual late-night message to the public
created speculations about the state of his health. In
addition, presidential daughter Sara Duterte suddenly
left for Singapore. What if something happened to the
president?
However, former senator Sonny Trillanes apparently is not buying the latest “Digong is sick” caper.
It could be a ruse to see what happens. It already happened several times in the past.
Trillanes may have a point. But every time this
happens, somebody will lose faith in the president.
Ramon Ang
I had this perception that Ramon Ang, the tycoon
who owns San Miguel Corp. (SMC), wanted to either
run for president or support presidential daughter Inday Sara Duterte. After all, SMC has acquired top projects of the administration.
But more than just the big projects like the Bulacan airport, SMC spent P2 billion of its own money
to dredge the 18-km over the next five years. If done
right, this should address the flooding in much of Metro Manila.
But is he running for president or supporting Inday
Sara? He answered a Manila columnist this way, he expects the next president to be Sen. Manny Pacquiao,
currently number 2 in the surveys. Current number 1
is reportedly in Singapore for health reasons.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director of
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. DM @
anol_cebu)
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What was Duterte hiding from?
After a disappearing act
of two weeks, President Rodrigo Duterte returns angry
at detained senator Leila
de Lima for allegedly questioning his state of health.
In a prerecorded briefing on
the Covid-19 pandemic that
marked his return to the
public eye, the president got
ballistic over the senator’s rejoicing about his health.
“If you disrespect me, I
will disrespect you. You deserve that. Bear it. You disrespect the Philippines with
[the sale of] drugs at the National Penitentiary. Now you
keep on yakking there and
saying whatever you want.”
Malacañang officials said

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

Duterte did not attend any
engagements the past week
saying it was a precaution because some members of the
Presidential Security Group
(PSG) had tested positive for
Covid-19.
Amid rumors that he was
sick, Sen. Bong Go posted
photos of Duterte playing
golf and riding a motorcycle
to counter the rumors.
But what indeed was the
reason for President Duterte’s disappearance? So far,
the public has not seen him
live. Former senator Sonny
Trillanes said the president
has done this several times
already.
Amid the Covid-19 crisis,

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President
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Sen. Panfilo Lacson said the
president must stop his hide
and seek routine.
But then, there is one
thing that President Duterte
conveniently forgot during
his absence. Top government officials like Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
and Foreign Affairs Secretary
Teddy Locsin went head-tohead with Chinese officials
over the deployment of over
200 ships at the West Philippine Sea.
However, it seems the
president wants the country to focus on Sen. Leila de
Lima than his position on the
latest West Philippine Sea
crisis.
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Cryptocurrency Market Surpasses $2 Trillion

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The combined market
cap of all cryptocurrencies
hit $2 trillion for the first
time Monday, making cryptocurrency approximately
as valuable as Apple, the
second-largest company in
the world. Data released by
CoinGecko and other cryptocurrency analysis groups
revealed that the market
pushed beyond $2 trillion on April 5. The milestone comes less than three
months after it surpassed
$1 trillion in overall value

on January 7. Crypto investors and other supporters of decentralized finance
factions, including Bitcoin
and Ethereum, rejoiced at
the news Monday morning,
taking to social media to
reiterate that cryptocurrencies are the future of world
finance. Institutional and
retail investors have flocked
to the cryptocurrency market since the start of the
year, analysts said, pushing
many blockchain backers
to encourage others to join
the massive movement into
decentralized finance. Other top investors in cryptocurrency once again touted
the market’s bullish ability
to defy potential regulators
and thrive moving forward.
Numerous factors and theories emerged to explain
the rapid expansion of the
market, with the strong recent performance of ETH as
well as Bitcoin’s approach
to $60,000 topping the list.
(Newsweek)
oOo
Billionaire
entrepreneur Elon Musk’s brain-chip

startup released footage on
Friday appearing to show
a monkey playing a simple
videogame after getting implants of the new technology. The 3-minute video by
Neuralink here shows Pager,
a male macaque with chips
embedded on each side of its
brain, playing ‘Mind Pong’.
Although he was trained to
move a joystick, it is now
unplugged. He controls the
paddle simply by thinking
about moving his hand up
or down. “First @Neuralink
product will enable someone with paralysis to use a
smartphone with their mind
faster than someone using thumbs,” Musk tweeted
here on Thursday. Neuralink works by recording and
decoding electrical signals
from the brain using more
than 2,000 electrodes implanted in regions of the
monkey’s motor cortex that
coordinate hand and arm
movements, the video’s voiceover said. Co-founded by
Musk in 2016, San Francisco-based Neuralink aims
to implant wireless brain

computer chips to help cure
neurological conditions like
Alzheimer’s, dementia and
spinal cord injuries and fuse
humankind with artificial
intelligence. (Reuters)
oOo
China’s government on
Friday (Apr 9) criticised
the Biden administration’s
curbs on access to US technology for its supercomputer developers and said
sanctions only strengthen
China’s determination to invent its own. The sanctions
announced on Thursday are
the latest sign President Joe
Biden is sticking to the tough
line taken by his predecessor Donald Trump towards
Chinese tech industries seen
by Washington as potential
threats. The step adds to conflict over the ruling Communist Party’s industrial plans,
access to American technology and accusations of computer attacks and theft of
business secrets. A foreign
ministry spokesman, Zhao
Lijian, accused Washington
of misusing phony security warnings to maliciously

suppress Chinese industry.
Zhao said Beijing would
protect its companies, echoing Chinese warnings after
previous US trade penalties
that often are followed by no
action. The latest penalties
block access to US technology for researchers and manufacturers the Commerce
Department said build supercomputers used by the
Chinese military in weapons development. They can
be used to simulate nuclear
explosions and the aerodynamics of high-speed or
stealth aircraft and missiles.
Biden has said he wants better relations with Beijing but
has given no indication he
will roll back sanctions imposed by Trump on Chinese
telecom equipment giant
Huawei and other companies. The Communist Party
has responded by declaring that accelerating efforts
to transform China into a
self-reliant technology power will be this year’s top economic priority. (CNA/AP)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

President Sergio Osmeña’s appointees in Samar (Part III)

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Sergio Suico Osmeña Sr., the only Cebuano who became President
became the Liberator President and rebuilt the country by appointing officials
to govern the local government units. He made the
Provincial Capitol of Leyte
in Tacloban City as the national capitol and held office
thereat. The Leyte-Samar
Provinces used to compose

of what was known as the
9th Senatorial District. Here
were his appointees in the
Province of Samar (now divided into Eastern Samar,
Northern Samar and Western Samar):
Mamerta de Obong,
Ramon Doinog, Ildefonso
de Padua, and Raymundo
Milca, appointed Acting
Councilors of Santa Margarita, Samar, October 5,
1945.
Ricardo Palacio, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Atanacio D. Beltran, Acting
Vice Mayor of San Antonio,
Samar, October 5, 1945.
Ramon Mahilon, Eufracio Manaog, Pablo Escal, Fernando Prudenciado,
Francisco Mondigo, and
Eusebio Gordo, appointed
Acting Councilors of San
Antonio, Samar, October 5,
1945.
Arsenio C. Tan, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Quirico S. Abalon, Acting
Vice Mayor of Pambujan,
Samar, October 5, 1945.

Sixto Balanguit, Feliza J.
Tan, Isidro G. Morales, Silvino D. Lubos, and Emilio
Sosing, appointed Acting
Councilors of Pambujan, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Rafael A. Gumba, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Felipe M. Espina, Acting
Vice Mayor of Palapag, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Alejandro Sidro, Teresa
Odtojan Capate, Jesus O.
Majuelo, Flaviano Hermano, and Pantaleon Alvaria,
appointed Acting Councilors of Palapag, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Patricio Barandino, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Apolinar Alorro, Acting
Vice Mayor of Oquendo, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Bruno Orquin, Gliceria
David, Rufino Pdio, Roberto Ramirez, Pelayo Baculpo,
and Crispina de Guia, appointed Acting Councilors
of Oquendo, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Rufo I. de Guia, appointed Acting Mayor, and

Crisostomo C. Rivas, Acting
Vice Mayor of Mondragon,
Samar, October 5, 1945.
Dalmacio T. Malobago,
Melecio Tuballas, Victor
Lagrimas, and Filoteo M.
Montes, appointed Acting
Councilors of Mondragon,
Samar, October 5, 1945.
Pascual M. Clutardo, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Alvaro Lomentigar, Acting
Vice Mayor of Lavezares,
Samar, October 5, 1945.
Leon Espina, Antonio
Martinez, Estanislao Orzotino, and Cresente Galvez,
appointed Acting Councilors of Lavezares, Samar,
October 5, 1945.
Cirilo Balagapo, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Regino Amigo, Acting Vice
Mayor of Sulat, Samar, October 5, 1945.
Juan Balagapo, Eugenio Macabasag, Domingo O.
Palileo, and Valeriano Palileo, appointed Acting Councilors of Sulat, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Proceso Balleza, ap-

pointed Acting Mayor, and
Albino Colico, Acting Vice
Mayor of San Julian, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Cirilo Micano, Martin
Lopinbaro, Julian Vallaraso, and Roman Dirilo, appointed Acting Councilors
of San Julian, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Tiburcio Balato, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Casimiro Balmes, Acting
Mayor of Taft, Samar, October 6, 1945.
Isidro Baldonido, Matias Cemat, Albino Evite,
and Hilarion Balmes, appointed Acting Councilors
of Taft, Samar, October 6,
1945.
Jose R. Alcazar, appointed Acting Mayor, and
Miguel Cataluña, Acting
Vice Mayor of Tarangnan,
Samar, October 6, 1945.
Angel R. Garcia, Jacinto Orquin, Pio Corradejo,
and Pio Merida, appointed
Acting Councilors of Tarangnan, Samar, October 6,
1945. (to be continued)
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Cebu City Political Landscape

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The political kettle in the
city is currently steaming
amid the covid 19 pandemic.
The landscape is shaping as
parties veer near the filing
of Certificate of Candidacy
in October. Political camps
have been seen in the barangay doing consultations flexing its legions and keeping it
fit for the next year’s exercise.
Up for grabs are the seats
in the congressional districts
of the north and south dis-

tricts as vacated by Raul Del
Mar who recently passed
away and Bebot Abellanosa
who has reached his term
limit. In the North, Councilor Nina Mabatid is setting
her sights on the position
with actor Richard Yap and
possibly Raymond Garcia
from the PDP LABAN all are
aptly qualified. BOPK, on the
other hand, has lots in their
stock with Cutie Del Mar,
Joy Young, Nestor Archival
and Mary Ann Delos Santos.
Heard from the café shop
afficionados that Memo Osmeña and Vice Gov. Junjun
Davide are joining the fray
for the congressional race.
In the south district, we
have Dave Tumulak, Edu
Rama, Mike Rama, Dondon
Hontiveros and Joy Pesquera
for the PDP Laban while
BOPK will have Margot Osmeña, Jun Gabuya, and Bebot’s son who has his same
namesake are the possibilities. Tommy Osmeña cannot be discounted as he may
choice to run for the position
he despises. James Cuenco
being an astute political fig-

ure could not be taken out
from the race.
The mayoral seat is up
for the incumbent Edgar Labella and Mike Rama for PDP
Laban while BOPK might be
fielding Tommy Osmeña, Bebot Abellanosa, and Franklin
Ong depending the desire of
Tommy as he controls the
party anyway. For the vice
mayor slot for PDP you have
Mike Rama, Edu Rama, Nina
Mabatid, and Raymund Garcia while BOPK will have a
choice of Bebot Abellanosa, Franklin Ong, and Joy
Young.
The post covid scenario
to certain extent will influence the outcome of 2022
race. The National choices will have a little bearing
assuming that the national
leader will be pre-occupied
with their survival than attend the local bickerings.
In the north district,
Cutie del Mar heir apparent
of Raul has an added advantage as his father ruled the
north like his fiefdom. He
also made a sterling performance a shoe difficult to

fill for his successor. Nina
Mabatid could also provide
the a very stiff fight being
an achiever herself although
she has been blame for his
colleagues political demise
but in political one has to focus their own survival rather
than tending to their teammates aspirations. Raymund
Garcia being a son of his father, former Mayor Alvin
Garcia cannot be discounted
in the congressional race.
Being a lawyer and very active and dynamic councilor
who authored a number of
ordinances and resolution
for financial well-being of the
city is very much qualified to
assume shoe left by Raul.
Memo Osmeña is a dark
horse to consider while Junjun Davide is also hard to beat
being the consistent number
councilor in the north district for quite a time. But at
the end my guess it would
be a fight between Cutie Del
Mar and Raymund Garcia or
Nina Mabatid whoever PDP
would pick.
In the south, Margot Osmeña and Mike Rama is on

level pegging as the two contenders have the organization and resources to count
on their side apart from
their respective parties. Margot leads in the south and a
charm Tommy could only
hope to possess stand to her
advantage while Mike’s organizational prowess is something most of the political
aspirants could not parallel.
The two candidates are the
formidable bets in the south.
But for congressional
race the voters should be reminded that this is entirely a
legislative nuance meaning
those who can craft better
legislative agenda the candidate that the voters should
choice. Raul has been known
to craft better laws than his
counterpart in the south who
miserably fails in comparison.
But for Mayor and Vice
Mayor race, Edgar Labella
and Edu Rama for PDP and
Tommy Osmeña and Bebot
Abellanosa for BOPK is a
match interesting to watch
this upcoming electoral exercise.

ALU’s founding inscribed issue on social justice

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Exactly 67 years ago
this week, the courage and
wisdom of some forty-two
Cebu port workers on April
17, 1954 organized a labor
union to champion the waterfront workers achieved
social justice and uphold
the dignity of labor.
Thus, the Associated Labor Unions (ALU) was born.
It was a child of the Indus-

trial Peace Act, R.A. 875
enacted into law in 1953,
dubbed as the “The Magna
Carta for Labor.”
In the book, “Shapes
of Memory: Memoir of a
Freedom Fighter and Trade
Unionist,” an autobiography of lawyer Democrito
T. Mendoza, a founding
member who became ALU’s
second president, vividly
described the ideology and
the political agenda of the
trade union espoused by the
extreme Left during those
turbulent years of the 50’s.
“The country had witnessed how the extreme Left
could shape trade unions
based on requirements of
its ideology and political
agenda as a front to wage a
protracted armed struggle
against the government. We
could not use that type of
trade unionism as our model,” explained Mendoza in
his memoir.
Verily, no cases of
red-tagging occurred at that
time. Unlike today under

President Rodrigo Duterte’s administration the
rising cases of red-tagging
is prevalent as part of the
counter-insurgency or anti-terrorism program of the
government.
The ALU is an affiliate of
the Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP)
whose president, lawyer
Raymond DC Mendoza also
represents the TUCP Party-List in Congress.
Notably, it is the largest
federation with substantial
number of unions covering more than 800 collective bargaining agreements
based on records from
DOLE.
It serves a big number
of workers both in private
and public sectors nationwide with legal aid, medical
and dental assistance, spiritual and burial assistance,
among others.
Modesty aside. The
union continues to exist
mainly because union dues
contributed by the workers

will go back a hundredfold
in terms of services and
assistance. And the union
programs are also extended
to the worker’s spouse and
family members.
The ALU’s existence
is also a re-affirmation of
two great encyclicals of the
Church written by two popular Popes of the twentieth
century who were elevated as Saints by the Vatican
some years back.
They were Pope John
XXIII on “Mater et Magistra” (Mother and Teacher)
released on May 15, 1961
and Pope John Paul II,
“Laborem Exercens” (On
Human Work) published on
September 14, 1981.
Both encyclicals advocated for the emancipation
of the working class. Earlier, there was the “Rerum
Novarum” (Of Revolutionary Change) or Rights and
Duties of Capital and Labor
by Pope Leo XIII issued on
May 15, 1891. The encyclical
is considered a foundation-

al text of modern Catholic
social teaching.
Ironically, though the
encyclicals protested largely on the exploitation of
workers, the social teachings were considered radical and consequently ignored by many people with
whom it was most directly
addressed.
Still, many Filipino
workers toil for very low
wages and under poor
working conditions.
Largely, the ALU’s 67
years of existence is simply
addressing the issue of basic social justice.
In fact, the union is
echoing the words of the
late Brazilian Archbishop
Helder Camara, D.D. which
remains as relevant in today’s world as they were to
the time in which they were
written.
It aptly states, “When I
give food to the poor, they
call me a saint. When I ask
why the poor have no food,
they call me a communist.”
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Lower credit card interest
rate for entire 2021

THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) extended the
two-percent per month or 24
percent per year ceiling on interest rate or finance charge
on unpaid outstanding credit
card balance of credit cardholders.
The maximum monthly add-on rate is also capped
at one percent per month for
credit card installment loans
while the processing fee on
credit card cash advances will
also stay fixed at a maximum
P200 per transaction.
BSP Governor Benjamin
E. Diokno already signified
that he is open to an extension
of the ceilings on credit card
rates to help Filipinos better
manage their credit card debts
during the pandemic.

To ensure affordable credit card pricing, the BSP will be
reviewing credit card rates and
fees every six months. It was
first approved last September

CA affirms revocation of
Kapa’s SEC registration
THE Court of Appeals
(CA) has upheld the decision of the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC)
to revoke the corporate registration of a company that
was found to have defrauded
thousands of people across
the country.
The SEC substantially
established that the Kabus
Padatoon (Kapa) Community Ministry International, led
by Joel Apolinario, engaged
in an unlawful investment
activity.
The CA’s Special 16th
Division affirmed its earlier decision in a ruling dated March but released only
recently that the SEC has
all the evidences that would
warrant the revocation of Kapa’s registration with SEC.
Under the guise of being a religious organization,
Kapa started an investment
scheme in 2016 that duped
thousands into giving “donations” and expect a 30 percent monthly return.
But in June 2019, the
SEC ruled that Kapa was
not authorized to solicit investments and filed criminal
charges against Joel Apolinario and his cohorts.

That same month, President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) to shut
down Kapa.

FOUNDER JOEL APOLINARIO

24, 2020 as BSP Circular No.
1098 and implemented on November 3.
Diokno said for now, this is
the only relief measure the BSP

could give credit cardholders
affected by the COVID-19 lockdowns.
“That’s more than enough,
I think, at this time,” he said.

“This is of course consistent
with the low interest rate policy.” For now, the retention of
the ceiling is appropriate but
future review will determine
increasing or decreasing rates
and charges “as the case may
be,” said Diokno.
Before the imposition of
the ceiling in November last
year, the average maximum
rate that banks are charging
credit cardholders is about 36
percent per year while credit
card cash advances are charged
from P500.
For now the BSP is maintaining a low interest rate
environment with overnight
reverse repurchase facility at
two percent which is the lowest policy rate even pre-pandemic.

DOE urged to probe
simultaneous forced
outages of power plants
THE simultaneous forced
outages of the generating facilities have triggered spikes
in electricity rates burdening
the consumers.
This is referred to as ‘bad
summer habits’ of power
plants.
The Department of Energy (DOE) and Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC)
are being urged to investigate
the causes of these unwanted
practices.
“There are too many power plants going on outages
and these generation companies and power plant owners
have to be held accountable
and monitored by the DOE or
even the ERC,” Laban Konsyumer Inc. President Victorio Dimagiba said.
He emphasized that their
group has already called for
a probe of such new wave of
power plant outages, “but
government and regulator are
slow to act, and these generation companies are abusing
their power without stop.”

Energy Assistant Secretary Redentor Delola indicated that “the department is
already looking into it,” but
so far, there are no conclusive
results yet that the DOE can
share publicly.
According to ERC Commissioner Floresinda Digal,
the regulatory body has yet
to check if there was already
an investigation carried out
by their division in-charge of
monitoring the spot market.
In the report of the Independent Market Operator
of the Philippines (IEMOP)
of the Wholesale Electricity
Spot Market (WESM), it was
shown that 18 power plants

had been on combination of
scheduled maintenance and
forced shutdowns from December and some will last until May this year.
The facilities on scheduled maintenance downtimes
have been: Ambuklao hydro
units 1-3, Avion gas-fired unit
2, Binga hydro units 1-3, Cebu
Energy Development Corporation coal plant units 1 and 3;
Ilijan gas plant unit-2; Limay
thermal unit 8; Magat hydro
units 3 and 4; Pagbilao unit
3; San Buenaventura Power
Co. Ltd. coal-fired plant; Santa Rita gas plant units 3 and
5; and Therma Visayas coal
plant units 1 and 2.
The WESM operator indicated that it shall be the DOE
and the system operator that
shall be able to provide an
answer why too many power plants had been allowed
to schedule their maintenance shutdowns on summer
months given that demand
would typically peak on these
periods.
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Another gasoline, kerosene
price rollback
THE cost of gasoline and
kerosene prices is expected
to roll back next week.
Oil companies calculated that the price of gasoline products will likely be
reduced by P0.30 to P0.35
per liter; and kerosene prices to be slashed by P0.05 to
P0.10 per liter. The cost of
diesel will potentially remain
steady or unchanged.
The industry players are
expected to implement the
price cutbacks at the domestic pumps on Tuesday,
April 13, based on the usual
course of cost swings they
have been enforcing every
week.
As the deregulated downstream oil sector is dominated by finished product importers, the oil companies
apply in their weekly price
adjustments a benchmark
that is anchored on the Mean
of Platts Singapore (MOPS),

a regional pricing index.
Preceding the next round
of pump cost adjustments, a
monitoring report of the De-

partment of Energy (DOE)
showed that petroleum product prices since January this
year still logged a net in-

crease of P6.80 per liter for
gasoline; P4.65 per liter for
diesel; and P3.55 per liter for
kerosene.

The rate of Covid-19 infections as well as the pace
of vaccination programs of
countries around the world
still served as the biggest factor influencing international
oil price movements.
When economic reopening started flourishing early
part of this year, global oil
prices climbed to as high as
US$70 per barrel, but with
Covid infection cases still relentlessly rising, price trends
plummeted once more to the
level of US$60 to US$62 per
barrel.
Industry watchers are
intensely monitoring the impact of the recent decision
of global oil producers led
by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) on restraining
production cuts starting May
this year and how this will
exert pressure on prices in
the weeks to come.

Cut agricultural insurance tax DOF Economic Bulletin
AN INTERNATIONAL
research organization expressed its support for the
reduction of taxes imposed
on agricultural insurance to
accelerate farm activity.
Agri-finance expert and
Ramon Magsaysay awardee
Jaime Aristotle Alip recommended making agricultural
insurance more accessible by
cutting the tax on agricultural insurance premiums.
This was strongly supported by the Southeast Asian
Regional Center for Graduate
Study and Research in Agriculture (Searca).
According to Alip, taxes on non-life insurance,
including those for crops,
must be around the rate for
life insurance at 2 percent.
Currently, non-life insurance
premiums are taxed between
26 and 27 percent.
Alip said this would usually hinder several members
of the private sector from offering agricultural insurance
to farmers and fishers due to
perceived risks in the industry. He added the govern-

on the February 21
Employment Situation

ment does not need to subsidize agricultural insurance
as the entry of more players
would make insurance offerings market driven.
“If you want private sector participation, you must
level the playing field,” he
said. “It will be the law of
numbers and the law of efficiency that will work. The
gap must be addressed. Lawmakers should make non-life
insurance affordable.”
Searca noted insurance
and loan guarantees were
important in financing marginalized farmers.
This would especially be

judicious with the African
swine fever in hogs, the previous bird flu outbreaks in
Luzon, the ongoing La Niña
that is adversely affecting
sugar farms in Negros, and
several typhoons that ravage
farm crops year after year.
The Department of Finance has been lobbying to
change the charter of the
Philippine Crop Insurance
Corp. (PCIC) and convert it
into a reinsurer. This is to
open the agricultural insurance industry to competition
and advance financial protection offered to farmers
and fishers.

PRELIMINARY figures in
February show that, relative to
their January levels, both the
number of employed and unemployed increased. Employment rose by 4.6% representing 1.9 million new jobs while
the unemployed rose by 5.9%.
In a press release sent
to Cebu Business Week, the
DOF notes that employment
rate marginally declined from
91.3% in January to 91.2% in
February while unemployment rate inched higher from
8.7% to 8.8% over the twomonth period.
The labor force participation rate rose from 60.5% to
63.5% in February as more of
the labor force started to look
for jobs. Potential employees
saw that the economy had begun to stir back to recovery although this was not enough to
create jobs for the 2.1 million
persons who joined the labor
force.
According to the finance

department, while we have
not yet reached the extent of
infection spread as in Europe
and the Americas, we do not
want to reach those levels that
would call for drastic measure as we did last year. Like
fiscal incentives that should
be time-bound and targeted,
strict quarantine measures, if
and when they are called for,
should be localized and timebound while not unnecessarily hampering the transportation of goods and delivery
of services so as to minimize
the collateral damage on the
economy and, consequently,
employment.
The timely passage of
CREATE is a welcome development not only in improving
the country’s long-term competitiveness but also in providing immediate relief and
support for enterprises, the
important players in providing
employment opportunities to a
large portion of the population.
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Papal Nuncio to celebrate
Pontifical Mass in Cebu on April 14
THE Archdiocese of
Cebu confirmed that Papal
Nuncio to the Philippines
Archbishop Charles Brown
will be in Cebu to attend the
ceremonial reenactment of
the first baptism in Cebu this
Wednesday, April 14, 2021.
He will not only be attending the quincentennial
anniversary of the first baptism but will also be celebrating the Pontifical Mass which
will be held right beside Magellan’s Cross at the Plaza
Sugbo in downtown Cebu
City.
Rev. Fr. Mhar Vincent
Balili, said secretary-general
of the 500 Years of Christianity (500 YOC) celebrations
in Cebu said that around four
to five bishops including the
president of Catholic Bishops
Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP) and Davao Archbishop Romulo Valles, have declined the invitations in the

CONFIRMATION. 100 PEOPLE RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION DURING MASS AT
THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF ST. JOSEPH IN MANDAUE CITY PRESIDED OVER BY ARCHBISHOP JOHN
DU OF PALO WITH CEBU ARCHBISHOP JOSE PALMA, TALIBON BISHOP DANIEL PARCON, AND CEBU
AUXILIARY BISHOP MIDYPHIL BILLONES ON APRIL 12, THE SECOND DAY OF THE TRIDUUM FOR THE
500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY - ARCHDIOCESE OF CEBU CELEBRATIONS.

last minute due to prevailing
COVID-19 restrictions.
CBCP will be represented
by Msgr. Bernie Pantin.
“The Papal Nuncio is expected to arrive at 1:30 p.m.
(on April 14) and will be staying here in Cebu overnight
before he will be returning to
Metro Manila,” Balili said.
Local and national government officials allowed the
Roman Catholic Church here
to push through with the 500
YOC celebrations but subject
to health protocols as threats
of COVID-19 continue to
rage on.
These included limiting
the maximum number of attendees for the ceremonial
reenactment at Plaza Sugbo
to 700.
The general public is not
allowed to physically attend
the event. Police will be closing all roads leading to Plaza
Sugbo.

Liquor ban helps decrease COVID cases in Cebu City
“SUSTAINING our liquor
ban greatly helped in enforcing our health standards and
in the decline of positive cases
here in Cebu City.”
Thus said Police Lt. Col.
Wilbert Parilla, deputy director for operations of the Cebu
City Police Office (CCPO) as
Cebu City officials and law
enforcers welcomed the continuous decline of COVID-19
cases.
Based on the bulletin issued by DOH-7, Cebu City
posted more recoveries than
additional confirmed cases of
COVID-19 on April 11.
There were 21 new cas-

es, the lowest so
far. Meanwhile,
the 124 more recovered patients
registered
on
the same date
brought
down
the city’s active
cases to 912.
The police attributed this not
only to a ‘more
compliant’ public but also to the
prevailing and controversial
liquor ban.
“We’re actually happy to
see that Cebuanos are more
compliant and their cooper-

ation also contributed massively in bringing down our
active cases,” Parilla said.
According to Parilla,
since the city government

decided to reinstate the liquor
ban within the
first
quarter
of 2021, they
observed that
fewer
establishments sold
alcoholic beverages. Also, fewer
people went out
of their houses
to drink even
during beyond
curfew hours.
“This is also why we will
continue to recommend putting in place the liquor ban to
our mayor Edgardo Labella,”

he said.
Aside from the CCPO,
the Department of Health
in Central Visayas (DOH-7)
also made a similar recommendation in keeping the
city’s liquor ban.
To recall, Labella reimplemented an Executive Order (EO) banning consumption and serving of alcoholic
drinks in public places when
Cebu City breached the
2,000-mark again in February after experiencing a
surge of new infections.
The EO was first introduced last year at the height
of the pandemic.

Media workers included in COVID-19 vax B priority group
THE Department of
Health (DOH) announced
that COVID-19 vaccination B
priority group includes media workers.
“Media would be part of
the B classification already,
together with the other workers in our society,” Health
Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in an online
press briefing.

Here is the government’s
list of priority sectors for vaccination under the B group::
B1: Teachers, social
workers
B2: Other government
workers
B3: Other essential workers
B4: Socio-demographic
groups at significantly higher
risk other than senior citizens and indigenous people

B5: Overseas Filipino
Workers
B6: Other remaining
workforce
Undersecretary Rosemarie Edillon of the National
Economic and Development
Authority (Neda) released
the list of subgroups included in the A4, or the group of
frontline personnel in essential sectors who are included

in the priority for COVID-19
vaccination.
Edillon explained that
those included in the A4 are
economic sectors that have
high levels of interaction with
or exposure to the public, or
are needed to ensure security,
consumer and worker safety,
and those working in priority
government projects.
“As per the recovery clus-

ter, we are looking at those
who cannot have their own
bubble, those who cannot
work from home, those kinds
of sectors,” she said.
Nevertheless,
Edillon
said the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases still has the last say to
include media workers in the
A4 priority group.

10

Cebu Business Week

April 12 - 18, 2021

CEBU CITY HALL

Duterte declares April 14
special non-working holiday
MALACAÑANG has issued Presidential Proclamation No. 1130 declaring April
14, 2021 a Special Non-Working Day in Cebu City as it
celebrates the 500th year of
Christianity.
Executive Secretary Salvador C. Medialdea signed
the proclamation by the authority of President Rodrigo
Duterte.
“It is but fitting and
proper that the people of the
City of Cebu be given full opportunity to celebrate and
participate in the occasion
with appropriate ceremonies, subject to community
quarantine, social distancing
and other public health measures,” Medialdea stated.
Cebu Archbishop Jose
Palma thanked the President
for the special holiday during
the cultural event at Ayala
Business Park last April 12.
Palma said it is a gener-

MOTORCADE. IN CELEBRATION OF THE COUNTRY’S 500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY, A MOTORCADE
PASSES THROUGH CORDOVA, APRIL 13, 2021.

ous act of Duterte for allowing
the Cebuanos to feel this special moment in our history.
The president will be
represented by Presidential
Assistant Michael Dino in
the celebration of the mass
this April 14.
“We convey our promise
to remember the president’s
intentions in our prayers on
this day.” said Cebu Archdiocese Spokesman Msgr. Joseph Tan.
Papal Nuncio to the Philippines Archbishop Charles
Brown will celebrate the
Pontifical Mass at 4:00 pm
to be held beside Magellan’s
Cross at the Plaza Sugbo.
This is to reenact the
holy mass celebrated by
Ferdinand Magellan and
his group when they arrived
Cebu City 500 years ago, and
baptized the Cebuanos led by
King Humabon. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu biz community supports national vax program
CEBU business community’s strong support to the
national vaccination program
is commendable as some
hospitals and establishments
have offered to be venues for
mass vaccination.
Edmun Liu, chairman of
the Project Balik Buhay and a
private sector representative
to the Visayas Vaccination
Operations Center (VVOC),
revealed that 15 business establishments such as malls
and trading outfits with bigger areas, along with six pri-

vate hospitals in Metro Cebu,
have offered their spaces for
mass vaccination.
“We are all Filipinos, we
need to help. I am thankful to
our colleagues in the private
sector for they are very willing
to help,” Liu said.
Liu said private companies are also asked to submit
the names of their employees
who belong to the priority
sector as identified under the
national prioritization framework of the National Task
Force against Covid-19 and

PROJECT BALIK BUHAY
CHAIRMAN EDMUN LIU

are willing to be inoculated
with any available vaccines.
“We also try to encourage

them to submit their company registration details and
their TIN (tax identification
number). The other document that they need to submit
is the statement of management responsibility (SMR)
stating that their master list is
accurate as prepared by their
HR (human resource) department,” he said.
The companies should
also ensure that each name
on the master list has consented to be inoculated and
agree to share their personal

information details to the Department of Health (DOH)
and the LGUs.
Dr. Mary Jean Loreche,
DOH-Central Visayas chief
pathologist, said that there
are a total of 350 companies that have submitted the
names of their employees for
the mass vaccination.
The Project Balik Buhay
has given companies in Metro Cebu only until April 30 to
submit the master list of employees willing to be vaccinated.

Cebu City supports teacher broadcasters
THE Department of Education (DepEd) Cebu City Division thanked the Cebu City
Government for its support to
teacher broadcasters in their
Radio Based Instructions
(RBI) training.
On orders of Cebu City
Mayor Edgar Labella, officials
of the Local School Board
(LSB) extended its support
to the teacher broadcasters
through the Educational Radio (EdRadio) by giving them

equipment that will enable
the students to listen to the
teachers while on their modules.
“The LSB is always there
with us, supporting all the
way. As far as education is
concerned, the City Government through the LSB is very
responsive,” said Vanessa
Harayo, EPS-LRMS DepEd
Cebu City Division.
Marian Barabat, a teacher from Tisa 2 Elementary

School lauded the EdRadio
initiative saying this is indeed
helpful to the students in their
learning process amidst this
pandemic. “We are extremely
glad that the city government
itself pushed for this project.
We are happy to be in tandem
with them,” she added.
On the other hand, the
LSB announced that after
EdRadio, they will pursue the
video-produced method of
teaching.

MODULES ON AIR. PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS LISTEN TO AN FM
RADIO BROADCASTER DISCUSSING THE METHODS OF GOING
ON AIR AT THE BOOTH OF HOME RADIO CEBU.
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DOLE to turnover P11M
livelihood materials in Bohol

THE Department of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) will turnover to
more than 800 informal
sector workers in Bohol
P11-million worth of livelihood jigs, tools and materials before the end of April
2021.
In a statement to Cebu
Business Week, DOLE 7
Regional Director Salome
O. Siaton was informed by
Bohol Field Office OIC Angeli T. Salgados that the
turnover is tentatively set
on April 15, 2021.
“Definitely,
before
April ends, beneficiaries
will already get hold of the
equipment and other tools
they need for their respective livelihood projects,”
Salgados told Siaton.
Twenty-three associations in Jagna, Bohol will
soon have several projects
to increase productivity.
“A beneficiary under an

LIVELIHOOD PRODUCTS. TWO OF THE MAIN PRODUCTS FROM INFORMAL SECTOR WORKERS TABLEYA (LEFT) FROM THE CANJULAO LEAGUE OF WOMEN (CLOW) AND PANCIT YANING (RIGHT) FROM
THE LUCBANAN ASSOCIATION FOR CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HERITAGE (LACEH).

individual project category
will soon start a massage
and music entertainment
project,” added Salgados.
The
Canjulao-Pagina-Poblacion-Tejero Fisherfolk Association (CAPPOTE) in Barangay Poblacion, Jagna will receive
the biggest financial assistance of P1 million for their
All-Season Fishing (Fishing
Boat and Gears- Tuna Drift

and Gill Net) Project to benefit 59 fisherfolks.
The Balili Siling Irrigators’ Association, Inc. in
Siling, Balili will receive
Php890,000.00 to benefit
53 workers of their farm
machinery and rice mill
to support rice production
enterprise.
The Jagna Alejawan Irrigators’ Association, Inc.
in Barangay Alejawan with

70 members will receive
P807.000 for their farm
machineries
equipment
rental and Services.
The Lucbanan Association for Cultural and
Environmental
Heritage
(LACEH)
will
receive
P688,358 to kick-start their
Food Processing Enhancement- Pancit Yaning Production.
The Canjulao League

of Women (CLOW) will
receive P499,840 to improve their Enhancement
of Tableya and Chocolate
Production. CLOW was the
2020 regional best livelihood project awardee under the Group Project Category.
The other associations
will receive not less than
P200,000 each in financial assistance.
Salgados is optimistic
that the beneficiaries are
given the right support
from DOLE for projects
they conceptualized.
The fund support was
supposed to be released
last year. However, the
Covid-19 pandemic confronted Jagna Local Government
Unit
(LGU),
DOLE’s partner in implementing livelihood projects, with several challenges in procurement process.
PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bohol vaccine consumption at 98.8% P30M Prov’l Fire Office
BOHOL’S consumption
soon to rise in Cortes
rate for the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine as
of April 5, 2021, is at 98.8
percent, the highest in the
region at that time.
It is an excellent proof
that medical front liners are
aware of the risks they are
taking to keep Covid-19 from
causing further damage to
the society than it has, said
nurse and National Immunization Program coordinator
for Bohol, Macchiavelia Loida Caliao.
The Vaccination Operations Center keeps track of
the Bohol masterlist of prioritized individuals according
to the national deployment
and vaccination plan, and
with the number of vaccines
that arrived as against the
persons in the masterlist, Bohol has hit almost a hundred
percent.
The few medical front
liners prioritized but did not
get the vaccines were those
had high blood pressure, in
quarantine and or were positive of the virus, she said.
Front liners who also got

ROLLOUT. THE GOV. CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (GCGMH) IS THE FIRST DOH-RUN HOSPITAL IN BOHOL TO
ROLL OUT THE VACCINES AGAINST COVID-19 WITH SENIOR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT DR. LAWRENCE ELLIOT TIROL (SEATED) AS
THE FIRST TO RECEIVE THE VACCINE USING A JAB FROM SINOVAC WHICH WAS ALLOCATED BY THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
FOR BOHOL. PHOTO ALSO SHOWS BOHOL GOV. ARTHUR YAP
(2ND FROM RIGHT) AND FIRST DISTRICT CONG. EDGAR CHATTO
(FAR RIGHT) WHO WITNESSED THE EVENT. (ECB/PIA7-BOHOL)

positive for COVID cannot
be vaccinated until 90 days
from date of recovery, according to health protocols.
The initial results among
medical frontliners however
are way notches higher than
what the general population
has been airing out when the

vaccination started.
“Yes, there are after effects like numbness or pain
in the vaccinated area, fever, headache, but these are
all mild and manageable,”
says Medical Specialist at the
Provincial Health Office, Dr.
Fruserma Mary Uy.

THE Bureau of Fire Pro- already donated lots to the
tection (BFP)
BFP for the
is excited that
construction
its P30 milof a standard
lion Office of
BFP fire stathe Provincial
tion
which
Fire Marshal
now costs P7,
will soon be
321 million
constructed
for the buildin Cortes.
ing alone.
The BFP
This
year,
is also fundBFP
Bohol
ing the P19,
has proposed
470 million
for the P 137,
Tagbilaran
322 million in
City Fire Staits programs,
tion in San
activities and
Isidro
Disprojects for
trict.
2022 --- alFIRE CHIEF INSPECTOR
B o h o l
most
four
RAUL BUSTALIÑO
Provincial
times as big
Fire Marshal, Fire Chief In- as the annual BFP allocaspector Raul Bustaliño made tion for Negros Oriental and
this announcement as he Cebu.
also revealed that Bohol has
Up in their calendar for
already attained near 100 2022 is the construction of
percent of its towns with fire the standard P7, 321 million
stations.
fire station in Corella, Anda,
To date, only Danao, Loboc, Bilar, Pilar, San MiDuero, Lila and San Miguel guel, Duero, Getafe, Lila,
in Bohol have yet to have its Trinidad, Danao and Baliliown Fire Stations. Most have han.
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US to act as a global head

US President Joe Biden
believes it is in the world’s
best interest for the US to act
as a global leader.
“What he sees time and
again is that ... when we’re
not leading,” then another
country, often China, “tries to
assert itself in our place” and
this can be harmful to US interests, Blinken said. “Or no
one shows up” and it leads to
“chaos and law of the jungle,”
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said.
Blinken’s summary of
Biden’s foreign policy offered
a picture of a president with a
decidedly traditional, but also
pragmatic worldview. He believes the US should be at the
helm in terms of global leadership, which includes challenging China and Russia, but also
views cooperation and compromise as crucial aspects of
effective foreign policy.

Former President Donald
Trump had a different perspective on foreign affairs, as
evidenced by his “America

First” philosophy. He often
took a one-sided approach to
foreign policy, pulling the US
out of major agreements and

railing against international institutions the US played
a key role in establishing,
like the United Nations and

NATO. Trump’s handling of
foreign policy, experts said.
“The president is very
clear-eyed about two things,”
Blinken said: He must “hold
Russia to account for any
reckless or adversarial actions it takes” while simultaneously remaining open to
“areas in which it may be in
our mutual interest to work
with Russia.” Biden recently
referred to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, whose critics
often winds up dead or seriously harmed, as a “killer.”
This prompted outrage from
the Kremlin.
With regards to China,
Biden said “They have an
overall goal to become the
leading country in the world,
the wealthiest country in the
world, and the most powerful
country in the world. That’s
not gonna happen on my
watch.”

US to restore $235m aid to Palestinians
US PRESIDENT Joe
Biden’s administration plans
to restore $235m (£171m) of
aid to Palestinians, that was
cut by Donald Trump.
Two-thirds will go to the
UN Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees (Unrwa), which has suffered a
financial crisis since it lost
$360m of US funding in
2018.
Mr Biden wants to “restore credible engagement”
by the Palestinians in longstalled peace talks with Israel.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the US
plans included $75m in eco-

nomic and development assistance in the
West Bank and
Gaza, $10m for
peacebuilding
programmes
through
the
US Agency for
International
Development
(USAid), and
$150m in humanitarian assistance for the
Unrwa.
“US foreign assistance for
the Palestinian people serves
important US interests and
values,” Mr Blinken said.

“It provides critical relief to
those in great need, fosters
economic development, and
supports
Israeli-Palestinian understanding, security
co-ordination and stability.

It also aligns
with the values
and interests of
our allies and
partners.
The US will
also
resume
security
assistance programmes with
the
Palestinians.
The funding
is in addition to the $15m
aid to address the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic and
food insecurity in the West
Bank and Gaza that the US
announced last month.

“The United States is
committed to advancing
prosperity, security, and freedom for both Israelis and Palestinians in tangible ways in
the immediate term, which is
important in its own right, but
also as a means to advance towards a negotiated two-state
solution,” Blinken said.
Unrwa
Commissioner
General Philippe Lazzarini
said the agency “could not
be more pleased that once
again we will partner with
the United States to provide
critical assistance to some of
the most vulnerable refugees
across the Middle East”.

Alibaba fined $2.75 billion for anti-monopoly violations in China
AN
ANTI-monopoly
probe in China found that
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd
had violated the government’s anti-monopoly law,
slapping a record 18 billion
yuan ($2.75 billion) fine on
the e-commerce giant.
The fine, about 4% of Alibaba’s 2019 China revenues,
comes amid a crackdown on
technology conglomerates
and indicates antitrust law
enforcement on internet
platforms has entered a new
era in China after years of
laissez-faire approach.

The
Alibaba
busin e s s
empire
has particularly
c o m e
under
intense
scrutiny
in China since
its billionaire founder Jack
Ma’s stinging public criticism of the country’s regulatory system in October.

“This penalty will be
viewed as a closure to the anti-monopoly case for now by
the market. It’s indeed the

highest
p r o file anti-monopoly
case in
China,”
s a i d
H o n g
H a o ,
h e a d
of
research
BOCOM International in
Hong Kong.
China’s State Administration for Market Regula-

tion (SAMR) said it had determined that Alibaba had
been “abusing market dominance” since 2015 by preventing its merchants from
using other online e-commerce platforms.
While the fine brings Alibaba a step closer to resolving its antitrust woes, Ant
Group, Alibaba’s internet
finance arm, still needs to
agree to a regulatory-driven revamp that is expected
to sharply cut its valuations
and rein in some of its freewheeling businesses.

