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Senator Gordon orders LTO, BIR after wrapping up Senate hearing

SENATOR Richard Gordon has ordered the Land
Transportation Office (LTO)
and the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) to go after
the unscrupulous motorcycle
dealers in Cebu who evaded paying government taxes
worth billions of pesos and
victimizing thousands of motorcycle drivers.
“Go after them and don’t
let them get away with it’,”
said Gordon, the chairman
of the Senate Blue Ribbon
Committee.
“Fiat
justitia
ruat
caelum” which means “Let
justice be done though the
heavens fall,” said Gordon in
his closing remarks after he
officially suspended the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee
hearing on the alleged anomalies in LTO last April 20.
Gordon officially wrapped
up the hearing and is set to
write the decision on the
facts gathered during the four
hearings conducted.
Gordon has directed
Assistant Secretary Edgar
Galvante, the LTO chief, the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR), and LTO 7 Regional
Director Victor Emmanuel
Caindec to go after the motorcycle dealers who have
been charging undue interest
rates to motorcycle buyers by

installment and yet they have
not filed proper taxes.
This is to bring justice to
the thousands of motorcycle
owners who have been deprived of their proper rights
of ownership. This followed
the decision of the LTO on penalizing three Cebu branches
of Des Strong Motors Inc.,
with a P100,000 fine for violating Republic Act 4136 or
the Land Transportation and
Traffic Code.
Gordon asked Caindec
if there were only three motorcycle owners that were
apprehended for having no
plate attached to their motorcycle units and failure to carry a certificate of registration
from the LTO.
“Mr. Chair we already
submitted to the NBI (National Bureau of Investigation) Region 7 apart from
the 18 show cause orders
and the other reports that we

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
have gathered including the
reports na galing sa mga kliyente na nagreklamo,” Caindec told the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee.
Caindec added that the
same records were submitted
to the BIR 13 (under Director
Eduardo Pagulayan Jr., a
lawyer). BIR 13 covers Cebu
and Bohol.
“So, we have submitted
to NBI 7 for (the) request for
(an) investigation of all the
records that we have also forwarded to BIR,” Caindec said.
Gordon has also ordered
the BIR to go after these unscrupulous dealers following
the decision of the LTO Central Office.
“Magbibigay sila ng installment, ayaw nila ng cash,
mas mahaba ang kita nila
dun, pero palalabasin nila
binayaran sila so niloko na

tayo,” Gordon said, based
on the findings of anomalies
committed by motorcycle
dealers.
Gordon also warned the
public officials on the “Regulatory capture” wherein the
“bodies regulating industries
become sympathetic to the
businesses they are supposed
to be regulating.”
“Regulatory capture can
mean monopolies can continue to charge high prices to the
detriment and great disadvantage to the people,” Gordon said.
Last February 24, 2021,
the LTO Central Office released a decision of the Resolution dated September 10,
2020, against Du Ek Sam,
Inc., Des Marketing Inc., and
Des Strong Motors Inc. for
violations of RA 4136 to LTO
Administrative Order 2014023. Upon review of the resolution, the agency found out

that all three apprehended
motorcycle units were under
the dealership of Des Strong
Motors Inc.
Last March 15, 2021,
the Mandaue City Prosecutor’s Office recommended
the filing of information for
nine counts of falsification
of commercial documents
under Article 172 of the Revised Penal Code against
seven employees and several John Does of Des Strong
Motors Inc.
Caindec has been running
after the motorcycle dealers
owned by the Du Family after
he discovered issues of allegations on delayed registration
and non-release of Certificate
of Registration of motorcycles
in 2019.
Caindec also found out
that with the illegal schemes
of the motorcycle dealers,
they deprived the government of the payment of taxes
for the interest of loans, payments for the registration of
mortgage in the Register of
Deeds, and the payments for
annotation in the LTO.
The result of the investigations has well-established
this cunning scheme, with
LTO 7 in possession of several
duly executed affidavits and
certified copies of documentary evidence.
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SEC announces deadlines
for online submission

THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
said that the deadline for
the Online Submission Tool
(OST) registration is on December 15, 2021 for corporations and December 31, 2021
for non-stock companies.
However, Atty. Giness
Marie Teves, SEC Cebu
counsel, said that if the number in the corporation registration ended in one, it needs
to submit financial statement
by June of the year.
Teves said that if the registration is ending two, the
deadline is July of the year.
This means that corporate owners should not wait
for the December 2021 deadline in registering their corporation in OST if the company report deadline is June
or July, Teves told Yagyagan
program over DYRC radio.
Aside from OST, SEC
Cebu also has Electronic
Simplified Processing of Application for Registration of
Companies (ESPARC).
Teves said that before,

SEC has a registration system for five or more incorporators. They have interim
registration for one Person
Corporation and for two to
four incorporators only. This
time, these are merged in one
system.
Search SEC website and

go to ESPARC so you can
apply for registration there,
Teves said.
She said SEC Cebu will
approve online application
and the applicant shall go to
the SEC office to submit hard
copies. If the hard copies are
okay, the applicant will be is-

sued a certificate of registration. There you can now say
that you are a corporation
registered with SEC, not the
approval online.
She clarified Online approval is not the final approval. For example, upon
reviewing the hard copy SEC

will find a discrepancy, they
will advice the client to correct. But that does not mean
that he will re-apply online.
For example, if the TIN is incorrect, you have to re-apply
online because it cannot be
edited. If in the review, SEC
needs only for additional info
or to remove a word, there’s
no need to re-apply.
On the other hand, if a
corporation will not submit
a report for five consecutive
years, the status will be suspended.
She said there was a
scam which attempted to
register online and approved online, but when the
second advisory was issued
and broadcasted at website,
SEC cannot anymore issue
the certificate of registration
because there was already
an advisory against the corporation.
The disapproval of the
application is without prejudice to SEC’s administrative action against them, she
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

LTO 7, TESDA to integrate driving courses
THE Land Transportation Office (LTO) 7 will soon
integrate its driving course to
the National Certificate (NC)
courses of the Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA) to give the
public more options in getting
driver’s license without spending more.
LTO 7 Director Victor
Emmanuel Caindec said
the Memorandum of Agreement has been signed last
March 12 to harmonize the
“driver’s training, education,
and transformation” of both
agencies.
Caindec added they are
waiting for the implementing
guidelines to formally start the
partnership.
The MOA provides that
it “will empower TESDA and
its training centers to offer
Theoretical Driving Course
and Practical Driving Course
(PDC) equivalent to that being
offered by the LTO Driver’s
Education Center.

In the MOA, TESDA
Driving NC II will be equivalent to PDC for Non-professional Driver’s License with
restriction code 2.
While TESDA Driving
NC III will be equivalent to
PDC for Professional Driver’s
License and/or additional restriction code of 3/8.
Currently, LTO 7 is offering Technical Driving Courses
(TDC) thru its DEC to the public who cannot afford a private

driving school.
As of April 30, LTO 7 has
accredited 36 private driving
schools around Central Visayas.
The accredited driving schools in Cebu City are
AZB88 Driving School, TL
Mabuhay Driving Lesson
Academy Inc. in Mambaling
and Pahina Central, CTS-Cebu, and Smart Driving School
in Mabolo.
Mandaue City has four

available driving schools
which include TL Mabuhay,
AZB88 Driving School, NC Tiger Driving School, and P5 iDrive Driving School. TL Mabuhay, AZB88 Driving School,
and MJM Lapu-Lapu are also
accredited in Lapu-Lapu City.
While in Talisay City
both TL Mabuhay and Garnet
Driving School are the public’s option. In Consolacion,
TL Mabuhay and St. Raphael
Driving & Technical School

Inc. are accredited. TL Mabuhay, Primetech Skill Institute,
and NC Tiger Driving School
for Danao City residents.
Twin Driving Institute
and TL Mabuhay for Medellin; and TL Mabuhay in both
Bantayan Island and Camotes
Island.
Balamban has two accredited driving schools --- TL
Mabuhay and P5 iDrive Driving School; TL Mabuhay in
Toledo City; TL Mabuhay and
AZB88 Driving School in Carcar City; and P5 iDrive Driving
School in Ronda.
Bohol has 3 accredited
schools which are located at
Tagbilaran City, Talibon, and
Garcia Hernadez, all operated
by TL Mabuhay.
In Negros Oriental, 3
TL Mabuhay schools in Bayawan, Dumaguete City, and
Bais City are options, as well
as Sto. Nińo Skills Training
&Assessment Center. Inc., in
Damaguete City. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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DOLE rules COVID-19
now a work-related disease

THE Department of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) said COVID-19 has
been included in the list of
occupational and work-related diseases.
This means workers who
were infected by the virus
could receive compensation
via the Employees’ Compensation Commission (ECC)
provided they meet the conditions specified under a recent board resolution.
“Considering the Occupational Safety and Health
Center’s (OSHC’s) recommendations and after deliberations with the DOLE and
various labor and employer
groups, Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello added that the
Commission has moved that
COVID-19 be considered an
occupational and work-related disease,” the ECC said in a
statement released on Thurs-

day, April 29.
Board Resolution No. 2104-14 laid down the conditions for the compensability
of COVID-19:
- There must be a direct
connection between the offending agent or event and
the worker based on epidemiologic criteria and occu-

THE Court of Appeals
(CA) has upheld the order of
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) revoking
the certificate of incorporation of Kapa-Community
Ministry International for its
fraudulent investment-taking activities.
In an 18-page decision
dated March 11, the CA Special 16th Division held that
the SEC validly acquired exclusive jurisdiction over the
petition for the revocation of
KAPA’s incorporation, heard
the petition with due process

and subsequently rendered
the assailed decision upon
solid ground and substantial
evidence.
The Commission En
Banc issued the order of revocation on April 3, 2019
after finding that KAPA had
offered and sold securities
in the form of investment
contracts and in the guise of
donations, without the necessary license from the SEC
and in a manner resembling
a Ponzi scheme.
“The [SEC] has established by substantial evidence

that [KAPA] was engaged in
an unlawful investment activity,” the CA ruled, affirming the Commission’s finding
that the supposed solicitation
of donations by KAPA constituted a public offering of securities in the form of investment contracts.
“Pastor Apolinario cannot deny that KAPA is engaged in any solicitation or
investment scheme,” the CA
noted.
The CA dismissed KAPA’s claim that the SEC defied the temporary restrain-

ing order (TRO) from the Regional Trial Court of General
Santos City, Branch 35 when
it issued the order of revocation while the TRO was in
force.
The CA held that the issuance of the TRO lacked
legal basis, as this interfered
with the Commission’s exercise of powers and duties.
Further, the CA junked
KAPA’s claim that the SEC
violated its right to due process when it failed to consider
the letters it sent prior to the
implementation of the re-

vocation order, and when it
declared the CDO permanent
without hearing KAPA’s side.
“It must be stressed that
the SEC decision was not
rendered merely to terminate
the existence of petitioner as
a religious institution but because it committed serious
acts of misrepresentation to
the prejudice of the general
public by soliciting investments in the guise of a donation with a promise of a
30% return of profits every
month,” the appellate court
noted.

IN A bid to offer a breather for our healthcare workers leading the fight against
COVID-19, the Office of Vice
President Leni Robredo and
its partners gathered some of
the country’s musicians and
artists for an online concert
last May 1.
Dubbed “Harana: Musical
Tribute to Filipino Frontliners”, the online concert, under
the OVP’s Istorya ng Pag-asa
program, will feature artists
who volunteered to participate

in the musical in support for
frontliners.
The performers include
The Company, Noel Cabangon, Cooky Chua, Nonoy
Zuñiga, Agot Isidro, Buboy
Garrovillo, Jim Paredes,
Joana Ampil, Renato Lucas,
Skarlet Brown, Ivy Violan,
Joey Ayala, Noli Aurillo,
Bayang Barrios, Amp Big
Band, Nona Galan and Arman Ferrer.
Hosting the virtual concert
are lead vocalist and founder

of True Faith Medwin Marfil
and Binibining Pilipinas 2020
Top 16 Finalist Caroline Veronilla. It will be aired live on the
Istorya ng Pag-asa Facebook
page 7 p.m. on Saturday.
To allow on-duty frontliners, as well as patients, to
enjoy the musical, viewing stations in participating hospitals, such as the National Kidney Transplant Institute and
the Quirino Memorial Medical
Center, and other provincial
hospitals will be set up.

Aside from the artists,
highlighting the concert are
performances from doctors,
nurses and staff from the
Philippine General Hospital.
Messages of inspiration and
hope from frontliners, their
families and patients who recovered from COVID-19 will
also be featured in the program.
Some of the OVP’s
staunch Angat Buhay partners took part in organizing
the concert, including Archi-

tect Peach Buencamino, who
was among those who initiated the Oasis Project for frontliners.
“Sana kahit papano, kahit sandali at kahit sa maliit
na paraan ay magawa nating
ipakita ang ating paghanga
at pagmamahal para malaman nilang hindi sila nag-iisa
sa labang ito. Lahat tayo may
magagawa, maliit man o malaki, malalampasan natin kahit
ano, kung tulong tulong tayo,”
Buencamino said. PR

pational risk (e.g., healthcare
workers, screening and contact tracing teams, etc.);
- The tasks assigned to
the worker would require frequent face to face and close
proximity interactions with
the public or with confirmed
cases for healthcare workers;
- Transmission occurred

in the workplace; or
- Transmission occured
while commuting to and
from work.
COVID-19 is now listed among compensable
work-related diseases.
To apply for the benefits,
workers are asked to submit
the following: certificate of

employment, diagnosis with
RT-PCR result, submission
of evidence of exposure,
medical records as necessary.
Labor
Undersecretary
Benjo Benavidez clarified
COVID-19 infection is already compensable even before the resolution was released. However, authorities
said there is a need to simplify the process of compensation for those infected.
ECC Executive Director
Stella Zipagan-Banawis told
a briefing that workers will
receive sickness benefits and
their out-of-pocket expenses
could also be returned.
The ECC added those
who believe they got infected during their commute to
and from work or aboard the
company shuttle are covered
by the aid — which is on top
of PhilHealth benefits.

CA affirms SEC revocation of KAPA

Leni organizes Labor Day concert for health workers
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Pacman on WPS crisis
Many
dismissed
Sen. Manny Pacquiao as
pro-China and unable to
get out of the shadow of
President Rodrigo Duterte. This happened when
his signature did not appear in a Senate resolution denouncing China’s
“illegal and unwarranted
incursion” in the Wes
Philippine Sea.
Weekly Notes
Some 11 senators Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
signed the resolution
on April 26, 2021. They were Nancy Binay, Leila de Lima,
Richard Gordon, Risa Hontiveros, Lito Lapid, Francis Pangilinan, Grace Poe, Joel Villanueva, Bong Revilla, Ralph
Rector, and Franklin Drilon. Sen. Ping Lacson said he did
not sign because he wanted some amendments.
Several quarters criticized Sen. Pacquiao for not supporting the resolution. Then the senator surprised us. He
released a copy of a letter, dated April 10, 2021, saying he
was “deeply alarmed” by reports that 220 Chinese vessels
believed to be “manned by Chinese maritime militia personnel” were spotted at the Julian Felipe Reef in the West
Philippine Sea. This letter also placed the senator, contrary
to belief of many, outside the shadow of President Duterte.
With Lacson and Pacquiao clearly part of the Senate
camp critical of China’s latest incursion, the number of
critical senators reached 13. Is this not an indicator of the
president becoming a lame duck?
Based on pronouncements by President Duterte and
spox Harry Roque, Malacañang apparently pursues a
policy of appeasement of China. However, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and Department of National Defense (DND) show more aggressive responses.
Is this part of a dual strategy in dealing with China? Or is
this not another indicator that Duterte is losing control?
WORKERS
In his Labor Day message, President Duterte talked
about respect for workers’ rights. Meanwhile, policemen in
Cebu City apprehended 34 workers who were on their way
to join a Labor Day rally. Online, supporters of the president
red tagged the workers as if Leftists already lost their rights.
In the end, the policemen rendered president’s message hollow and mere lip service. Or Cebu City policemen
do not follow the president’s pronouncements anymore?
Lame duck na gyud?
LABELLA
Cebu City Mayor Edgar Labella continues to pin his
hopes on vaccine donations than doing a much-belated
direct purchase from the manufacturers. This shows how
pathetic you are, mayor, like not paying health workers
for four months. Naa pay wa makawat nga pundo ang
Cebu City Hall, mayor?
(Emmanuel N. Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also a
member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines
or POLPhil. DM @anol_cebu)
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World Press Freedom Day
We marked this week
World Press Freedom Day.
Reflecting upon almost 1½
years of the Covid-19 pandemic, we realize reliable
information is essential.
This year’s theme “Information as a Public Good”
draws attention to the role
of journalists in producing
news as verified information
for the public interest. Access to accurate and comprehensive news coverage has
never been more important.
Thus, it is important to
be independent journalists
engaged in high-quality independent journalism. This
means stories that we publish must be fact-checked
and well-sourced because

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

disinformation can spread
as fast as the virus itself.
This harms ourselves and
people around us. News
publications must be responsible in publishing
factual stories that are objective, balanced and trustworthy.
We are living in a time
when the public is awash
with information. Verifying
facts for public consumption and bearing witness to
the truth have become more
important than ever – even
more so in a severely challenged media landscape.
Two major challenges
face journalists in the Philippines today.
One, red tagging. Jour-
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nalists who uphold the truth
soon face the reality of red
tagging. Once red tagged,
a journalist must face not
only harassment by a cabal of trolls. There are the
threats of possible arrest
and even death.
Two, incompetent reporters and editors engaged
only in “he said, she said”
journalism instead of upholding truth.
Confronting these challenges is not just a job for
journalists. For news to be
a public good, it needs to
continue being supported
by the public. And public
support can only be earned
by quality and good journalism.

Cebu Business Week is published every
week by Cebu Newsmakers Forum, Inc. All
contents of this newspaper are placed online
through Cebu Business Week Facebook page.
email: cbw@gmail.com
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Saudi Arabia gearing towards a cashless society

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Saudi Payments has
collaborated with IBM and
Mastercard to launch ‘Sarie’,
which is the Arabic word for
‘fast’. The launch of Saudi
Arabia’s first instant payments system is another step
towards the kingdom’s ambitious proposals to have a
70 percent cashless society
as part of the Saudi’s Vision
2030, according to Takreem
El-Tohamy, general manager, IBM Middle East and
Africa. It has selected the
services and consultancy
arm of IBM to lead the project as the system integrator partner and end-to-end
digital payments solutions
provider. Under the new
system, bank customers will
be able to send and receive
money in real-time using a
wider range of services and
transfer options. Customers
of local banks can make instant transactions of up to
SAR20,000 ($5,300), while
users can benefit from the
quick transfer service to send
up to SAR2,500 ($660) using aliases, such as mobile
number, email address, ID
number, or IBAN number.

The collaboration is aligned
with Saudi Payments’ aim
to improve the kingdom’s
financial ecosystem, mainly through the adoption of
faster payments and improvements to banking reconciliation. The payments
landscape is transforming.
The platform economy is expected to expand to nearly a
third of all global commerce
by 2025, according to data
from the IBM Institute for
Business Value. Sarie supports all Saudi banks across
the country and is available
for use by their customers.
(Arabian Business)
oOo
U.S. economic growth accelerated in the first quarter
as the government gave money to mostly lower-income
households, fueling consumer spending and setting the
course for what is expected
to be the strongest performance this year in nearly
four decades. The government largesse also extended to businesses, especially
in the high-contact services
industry. The massive fiscal
stimulus and easing anxi-

ety over COVID-19, with all
adult Americans now eligible
for vaccination against the
virus, have resulted in a faster economic rebound in the
United States compared to its
global rivals. The second-fastest gross domestic product
growth since the third quarter of 2003, reported by the
Commerce Department on
Thursday, left output just
0.9% shy of its level at the end
of 2019. Economists expect
a full recovery from the pandemic recession, which started in February 2020, in late
2023. The report is a boost for
President Joe Biden as he celebrated 100 days in the White
House. (Reuters)
oOo
Financial regulators in
China summoned 13 Internet companies on Thursday
(Apr 29) to call for changes to
their fintech operations, the
central bank said in a notice,
as Beijing ramps up scrutiny
on monopolistic practices in
the country’s tech industry.
Regulators have been taking
China’s tech firms to task to
curtail the reach of private
companies into the public’s

daily finances, with 34 major
companies already warned
earlier this month to abide by
anti-competition guidelines.
That group, which included
Chinese search engine Baidu
and gaming giant Tencent,
was told to heed the case of
Alibaba, after the e-commerce giant was hit with a record US$2.78 billion fine by
China’s market watchdog for
abusing its dominant market
position. Those summoned by
financial regulators on Thursday again included Tencent
and TikTok parent ByteDance, according to a notice
on the Chinese central bank’s
website. Others in the meeting included financial businesses affiliated with major
brands such as e-commerce
giant JD.com, food delivery
platform Meituan, ride-hailing company Didi and travel
platform CTrip. The financial
regulators present included
the People’s Bank of China,
which is the country’s central
bank, as well as the country’s
banking and insurance regulator. (CNA/AFP)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Uphold the true history of Lapulapu

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

The
Quincentennial
theme song must be in Cebuano and legislated biography of Lapulapu and the
Kadaugan sa Maktan.
Cebu is the seat of the
Christianization of the Philippines, it was also in Cebu and
the only holiday in the country where we celebrate victory, that is the “Kadaugan sa
Maktan”.
However, the organizers
from Manila decided upon
themselves on Bagani as the
commemoration theme song,
with Tagalog lyrics. CEBUpedia on May 7, 2018 wrote
an article about “Bagane”, a
novel written by a Cebuano,
Emiliano C. Gabuya in 1952.
Presumably, to evade issue of
plagiarism, they changed it to
“Bagani”.
The irony and perversion
of the 500 years commemoration is that the theme song
is in Tagalog when the main
characters, Humabon (for
the first baptism, April 14,
2021) and Lapulapu (son of

Hari Mangal and Rani/Hara
Bauga, born in Opon and
not the twisted claim that
the King of Mat-an (Maktan) were from Sulu) were
Sugboanons. Then why is the
theme song in Tagalog?
The song must be in Cebuano, for easy reference it
may carry an English or Tagalog translation. But it must be
in Cebuano. It is also comical
for people from Luzon coming to Cebu, on stage lecturing us of the life of Lapulapu
when these officials from Imperial Manila were only able
to come to Mactan Shrine
because of their escorts. They
are entirely ignorant of where
the historical site is.
It is insulting that 500
years later, the Cebuano race
who fought Magellan, a foreign invader, its commemoration of victory is desecrated by the neo-imperial seat,
which is Manila. A city of
refuge of the evicted governor-general, Miguel Lopez
de Legazpi via the Battle of

Fort San Pedro led by Haring
Tupas on September 1, 1569.
Manila was given the title,
“Distinguished and Ever Loyal City”, a reward for its virtual surrender and servanthood
to Spain.
Philippine history is peppered by Cebuano officials
who chose silence when Cebuano pride and honor is being is trampled. The reasons
are political convenience and
avoiding the enmity of the
Gods of Presidential Palace.
But true Cebuanos will never
be silent, we may be civil and
cordial, for we are a PROUD
A RACE, slayers of foreign
invaders and not slaves of
dictators.
History is written by the
victors. Sugboanons won the
battle of Maktan and not the
people of Imperial Manila or
that of any other nation, but
how come? Cebuanos allow
aliens and pseudo-historians
armed with vivid imaginations come up with stories of
Lapulapu and the victory at

Maktan?
Thus we recommend that
the historians of Lapulapu,
especially the native-born
Oponganons, to come up with
a definitive and accepted biography of Lapulapu and narrative the “Battle of Maktan”.
The Lapulapu City Council enact an ordinance, ordaining the biography of
Lapulapu and the Battle of
Mactan. No entity or personality has the legal standing,
competence, and expertise
to question a legislated biography of a local hero, by the
city. That legislated biography will serve as notice to the
entire world and end all comical and unfounded stories of
Lapulapu.
The story of Lapulapu
and that of all great Cebuanos, remind us of the greatness of our past and the undebatable fact: that is Cebu is
the birthplace of heroes, this
is the home of great men and
women. UG MABUHI ANG
BANTUGAN NGA BISAYA.
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Indian Covid Tragedy

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

I saw videos on the Net
regarding India’s failing efforts in curving the virus.
Take the case of Savita
Oberoi who neither poor
nor helpless. If the poor is
struggling to get access to
medical help not in Oberoi’s
case who belong in the upper class in India.
“We pknocked on the

doors of at least 15 hospitals,
tapped all our networks and
contacts to organise treatment for my mother,” says
Oberoi’s daughter, Vandana
Paliwal, 38, a schoolteacher
in West Delhi. “We finally
got a bed for mommy after
days of trying – that, too,
through a contact who knew
the hospital management.”
But it was too little, too
late. Within hours, Oberoi
passed away. The hospital
called the family in the middle of the night to tell them
she had died.
Despite the family’s
comfortable financial status, Paliwal recounts how
they had to struggle every
step of the way to get her
mother treated. “Imagine
the plight of the poor,” she
adds.
“There are long queues
everywhere – at clinics,
hospitals, labs, drug stores
… For two days, we could
not even get hold of any
lab technician to come
over and test my mother.

Even if you have the money for COVID-19 treatment,
there’s no guarantee you’ll
get treatment and live. Simply because there’s precious
little you can do about such
bureaucracy and bottlenecks.
Unconscionable black
markets have mushroomed
overnight with treatment
drugs and oxygen cylinders being sold to desperate
families for at least 10 times
their normal price.
Earlier in March, India’s Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan already declared
that the country was in the
endgame of the Covind-19
pandemic. He already lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership in
beating the virus. They even
rolled out what they called
vaccine diplomacy as they
shipped doses of vaccine to
foreign countries including
the Philippines.
Their premature claim
of victory made them complacent that they have

overcome the threat. Mr.
Vardhan’s unbridled optimism was based on a sharp
drop in reported infections.
Since a peak of more than
93,000 cases per day on
average in mid-September,
infections had steadily declined. By mid-February,
India was counting an average of 11,000 cases a day.
The seven-day rolling average of daily deaths from the
disease had slid to below
100.
Until at the end of February, India’s election authorities announced key
elections in five states
where 186 million people
were eligible to vote for 824
seats. Beginning 27 March,
the polls would stretch over
a month, and in the case of
the state of West Bengal, be
held in eight phases. Campaigning had begun in full
swing, with no safety protocols and social distancing.
In mid-March, the cricket
board allowed more than
130,000 fans, mostly un-

masked, to watch two international cricket games between India and England at
the Narendra Modi stadium
in Gujarat.
In less than a month,
things began to unravel.
India was in the grips of a
devastating second wave
and cities were facing fresh
lockdowns.
India is dropping its
ball now with the virus. Our
country should learn from
the Indian tragedy by keeping our guards up against
the virus.
Earlier have seen our EOC
Deputy Chief Implementer
Joel Garganera announced
that the virus has slowed
down in the city. Just because fewer infection has
been reported, we should
not drop our guards and
made a premature victory.
Government should continue to implement our safety
protocols until we are out
from the woods. Write us
at carillogerry@yahoo.
com.ph

TUCP urges compliance with US GSP & EU GSP+ schemes

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

During the Labor Day
- Job Summit 2021 zoom
meeting, participated by
government agencies as
members of the Task Group
on Economic Recovery
(TGER) – National Employment Recovery Strategy (NERS), the labor sector
presented a nine-point legislative agenda.
Among the agenda the
Trade Union Congress of
the Philippines (TUCP) ad-

opted as priority bills for
passage into law and resolutions in the 18th Congress,
is compliance with the US
GSP (United States - Generalized Scheme of Preference) and EU GSP+ (European Union - GSP Plus)
programs on trade union
and human rights.
TUCP President, Congressman Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza reminded the Duterte administration that it should not take
it lightly this grim warning
issued by the US Government and European Parliament (EP) but work closely
and cooperate with the EU
Commission in-charge of
implementing the GSP+
scheme.
As reported, one of the
bases of the temporary
withdrawal of the US GSP
and EU GSP+ enjoyed by
the country is non-adherence to labor and human
rights, among others.
If the removal of the
duty-free privileges under
the US GSP and EU GSP+
schemes to the country’s

export to the US and European Union (EU) is implemented its results would
have far reaching effects on
the economy and workers.
The government should
not have adopted this belligerent attitude and or
“make my day” attitude in
engaging the issue.
“We can hold onto the
incentives provided by the
US GSP and EU GSP+ programs and retain the trade
incentives that have generated hundreds of thousands of jobs in the poorest
regions. We rely on other countries to open their
doors to our workers,” Mendoza pointed out.
Similar
resolutions
were also approved and voted by the EP in 2016, 2017
and 2018, calling for the
temporary withdrawal and
revocation of the tariff-free
privileges of the country’s
products access to the 27
EU member countries.
With the situation, I
think the country’s economy cannot absorb more
economic losses especially

the contraction of the economy it has been registering
during the Covid-19 pandemic disease.
“The programs have
boosted the country’s economy with a remarkable increase it its exports to the
EU and US markets since
2014 and in 2019. Our exports to the EU account
for nearly 12 percent of the
total exports, or US$8.2
billion based on data from
the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). This translates to badly needed local
employment,” the ninepoint legislative agenda of
the TUCP stated.
Majority of the establishments in the country
belong to the micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSME’s) sector, addressing the issues on a right approach would greatly help
MSME recovery from the
health crisis brought about
by the pandemic.
Apparently, the government with the Philippines
GSP inter-agency team revealed that they have sub-

mitted technical reports
and updates regarding the
country’s implementation
of the 27 international conventions on human rights,
labor rights, environmental
protection and good governance.
“Currently, the fourth
cycle of the dialogue covering 2020 and 2021 has been
ongoing. The government
is actively engaging the US
and EU in pursuing constructive collaboration on
the implementation of the
international conventions
including on areas to be improved and strengthened”,
it said.
Results of a survey
done long ago revealed that
among the six core labor
standards, equal renumeration and freedom from
discrimination in employment and occupation were
highly complied with, while
freedom of association and
protection of the right to
organize were least complied with by most firms
and establishments in the
country.
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Digital payments
continue to swell
A YEAR into the pandemic crisis, the country continues to enjoy the growth in
digital payments that could
most5 probably gain more
momentum along with government initiatives.
“In March this year, the
combined volume and value
of PESONet and InstaPay
fund transfers reached 39
million and P552.3 billion,
respectively,” Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor
Benjamin E. Diokno said
“Volume increased by
369% and value by 184%
compared to figures posted in March 2020, or a year
since the pandemic’s outbreak,” he added.
Under the National Retail Payment System of the

BSP, PESONet is the electronic fund transfer service
handling batch fund transfers for amounts beyond

Higher IRAs to LGUs by 2022
THE Department of Budget and Management (DBM)
assured local government
units (LGUs) that it will implement next year the Supreme Court ruling transferring more funds to local government units (LGUs).
Budget Secretary Wendel
E. Avisado, said an executive
order (EO) devolving some
national government functions to LGUs beginning in
2022 to match the latter’s
bigger share of tax revenues
was already drafted.
In fulfillment of the high
court ruling expanding the
share of LGUs in national
revenue. Starting next year,
an increase by 28 percent, or
P239 billion of the internal
revenue allotments (IRA) of
LGUs will be implemented
by the national government.
The proposed EO devolving some national government functions has been
submitted last January and
is now with President Duterte awaiting his signature,
Avisado said.
“This executive order, as
proposed, will clarify the delineation of the national government and local government roles and responsibilities,” the budget chief said.
In addition, the draft EO
provides guidelines for the

preparation of the devolution
transition plans as well as the
mechanics for the proposed
growth equity fund, among
many others, Avisado said.
Meanwhile, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) pointed out that the increased budget share and responsibilities
of LGUs could be “another
risk” to the country’s economic recovery from the impact of
the coronavirus pandemic.
ADB said the devolution of functions could cause
“possible disruption to government programs” as it noted that there will be a transition period during the devolution process, which could
delay the implementation of
local infrastructure projects,
such as school buildings and
social protection programs.
“The concern is that transitioning these functions may
temporarily disrupt the implementation of public programs,” the bank said. “Transition plans being prepared by
the government will be crucial
to facilitate the devolution and
delineation of functions.”
Under the Local Government Code, 40 percent of the
national government’s internal revenue three years preceding the current fiscal year,
should automatically be earmarked to LGUs.

50,000 which is credited to
the receiver’s end by the end
of a banking day. InstaPay is
its retail counterpart which
facilitates payments below
P50,000 that can be transferred in real time.
There are 77 banks and
e-money issuers that routed
transactions through PESONet and 52 via InstaPay as

of end-March.
The EGov Pay also saw
a surge in both volume
(1,775%) and value (6,603%)
at the end of the first quarter
from a year earlier, he added.
The BSP chief expects digital transactions to continue
rising this year on the back
of several initiatives on the
way, including multiple set-

tlements for the PESONet,
which is expected to be rolled
out by the fourth quarter.
BSP is also working to
launch by the third quarter an
interoperable bills payment
facility, which will facilitate
transactions related to utility,
rent, loan amortizations and
other periodic or recurring financial obligations.
“Also, a request to pay facility is expected to be ready
by the fourth quarter, which
would allow payees to remind their payors about collections of non-recurring receivables. Payors will find it
easier to make payment since
they need not initiate the
payment and provide several
details such as a payee’s account details and amount to
be settled,” Diokno said.
The central bank targets
to make the country cash-lite
by 2023, where e-payments
make up 50% of total transactions, both in terms of volume and value.

JMC bars LGUs from collecting
illegal transport fees, taxes
JOINT
Memorandum
Circular (JMC) No. 2021-01
was launched on April 28
by government agencies led
by Anti-Red Tape Authority
(ARTA), Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG), and Department of Finance (DOF).
JMC No. 2021-01is otherwise known as the Omnibus Guidelines on the
Suspension of [Local Government Unit] LGU Imposition and Collection of Illegal
Fees and Taxes Relative to
the Transport of Goods and
Products.
With the JMC, all local chief executives are enjoined to adhere to the new
guidelines refraining the
enforcement of “any existing ordinance authorizing
the levy of fees and taxes on
inter-province transport of
goods or merchandise, regulatory fees in local ports,
and other additional taxes,

fees or charges in any form
upon the transport of goods
or merchandise.”
“These include taxes,
fees, and charges and other
impositions upon goods carried into or out of, or passing
through, the territorial jurisdictions of local government
units in the guise of charges
for wharfage, tolls for bridges or otherwise, sticker fee,
discharging fee, delivery fee,
market fee, toll fee, entry
fee, and/or mayor’s permit
fee, or other taxes, fees, or
charges in any form whatsoever upon such goods or
merchandise,” the document read.
Existing local ordinances on pass-through fees and
taxes for any form of transported goods and products
shall be subjected to a Regulatory Impact Assessment
(RIA).
Moreover, ARTA shall
conduct its own regulato-

ry review of ordinances by
LGUs that received a showcause order from DILG’s Local and Legislative Liaison
Service (LLLS).
A Joint Oversight Committee is tasked to monitor the implementation of
the JMC. It is composed
of DILG-Bureau of Local
Government Development,
DOF-Bureau of Local Government Finance, ARTA,
and public and private
stakeholders.
LGUs who fail to comply
with this directive may face
probe.
ARTA may as well investigate those who will be
found violating any of the
provisions of Republic Act
11032 or the Ease of Doing
Business and Efficient Delivery of Government Services
law and can file charges with
recommendation for preventive suspension against
erring government officials.
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No need to make vaccination compulsory
for workers: Employers’ group
AN
EMPLOYERS’
group sees no need to make
COVID-19 vaccination a requisite for workers in the Philippines, noting an increase
in vaccine confidence among
employees.
“We don’t have to make it
compulsory,” Employers’ Confederation of the Philippines
president Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr.
said.
“Even our employees in
the private sector--- more
than 50 percent, they come to
us and ask, ‘When can we be
scheduled?’”
“Implementing a “no vaccine, no work policy” may have
legal issues. It will be legally
questioned. I’m not even sure
whether it is unconstitutional
to do that,” he said.
The Food and Drug Administration earlier said making COVID-19 vaccination
mandatory is “a very difficult

proposition” due to possible
violations of individual rights.
Meanwhile,
Ortiz-Luis
and a doctor endorsed the
use of ivermectin against
COVID-19 during the summit, a day after a group of
lawmakers started to distribute it.
The Department of Health
(DOH) and the FDA have

warned against the use of the
animal anti-parasitic drug for
COVID-19 treatment due to
insufficient scientific evidence.
But Dr. Allan Landrito,
one of the country’s leading advocates for the use of
the veterinary drug against
COVID-19, claimed it “really
does work.”
“If we give Ivermectin

to people, regular basis, every two weeks, they don’t get
COVID. They are really protected. While waiting for the
vaccine, it can be a bridge,”
Landrito said.
“There are so many publications; there are so many
countries, which accepted it.
Allow them to use it because
if it can save some lives, it

should be able to save some
lives,” Ortiz-Luis Jr. added.
But DOH maintained its
stance on Ivermectin.
“We try as much as possible in the Department of
Health to recommend only
evidence-based interventions.
Looking not just in single or
two types of studies but in the
totality of the evidence… As a
national authority in charge of
making sure that the technical
standards are there for your
protection, then that’s what
we will be providing you,” said
Dr. Beverly Ho, director for
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention and Control
Bureau at the DOH.
Health Secretary Francisco Duque III warned that
doctors who have issued token
prescriptions for anti-parasitic drug Ivermectin should be
made accountable for any adverse effect.

DOE ties-up with US government on gas policy formulation
THE Department of Energy (DOE) strengthens partnership with the United States
government on policy formulation that the Philippines
would need for the revival of
its gas industry --- ushered in
by liquefied natural gas (LNG)
importations.
The tie-up of the two
governments is through the
second batch of technical assistance program for the Gas
Policy Development Project
(GPDP) channelled by the US
State Department through the
University of the Philippines-

Statistical Center Research
Foundation (UPSCRFI) with
the support of the DOE.
“We are hoping that this
particular undertaking will be
the beginning of more collaboration with the US government to further solidify our
partnership,” Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi said.
Just recently, Cusi lamented that American companies
seemed to have “forgotten the
Philippines” when it comes to
energy investments; but during
the signing to the US technical
assistance to the gas sector on

Thursday (April 29), Cusi referred to them as “our American
friends helping us attain our energy goals for the country.”
Cusi asserted that “a robust natural gas industry is
crucial to ensuring a secure
and sustainable energy future
for the Philippines.”
As Cusi constantly sounded
off, part of his dream is having
the Philippines “as LNG hub
that can serve not only our energy needs, but also that of the
Southeast Asian region.”
Cusi acknowledged though
“there is still a lot of work ahead

of us,” and that that “we do realize that our vision requires
tremendous commitment and
collaborative effort among all
our stakeholders, especially
those who are managing and
regulating the industry.”
The fresh round of technical assistance extended by
the US government to the
Philippines will update the
country’s gas roadmap within
2017-2040 timeframe; a follow-through to the first phase
that had been centered on
Philippine Downstream Natural Gas Regulation.

According to Cusi, “the
prospect of natural gas and
LNG development in the Philippines have been promising,”
citing that one emerging player in the sector in American
firm Excelerate Energy.
For the roadmap updating, Cusi emphasized that
deliverables will be on “expansion of supply source, infrastructure and market enhancement, capacity and skills
building for agency regulators,
as well as the formulation and
efficient implementation of
relevant sectoral policies.”

Aid to local hog farmers must arrive ahead of pork imports: Villanueva
GOVERNMENT assistance to devastated local pig
farms must arrive ahead of
pork imports, Senator Joel
Villanueva said, warning agriculture officials that “farmers will feel betrayed if imports will flood the market,
while aid to them will come
in trickles.”
Villanueva aired the
warning after noting that the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) is two years delayed in
rolling out a “clear and comprehensive strategy in helping the local hog industry re-

cover from the African Swine
Fever outbreak.”
Villanueva said the “DA
has not yet presented a grand
plan that would serve as a
recovery road map to guide
and inspire our local hog
farmers.”
“It seems there is no viable plan of action in place to
revive our local hog industry.
Evem the hog farmers’ database has not been updated,”
he said.
For lack of this data base,
farmers cannot claim insurance or are denied indem-

nification, Villanueva said,
resulting to most farmers
not receiving any assistance
from the government for two
years.
The senator pressed the
DA to explain “the mechanics
and the difference between
DA’s own indemnification
program for hog farmers and
the insurance system for livestock raisers under the Philippine Crop Insurance Corp.”
DA officials said its indemnification program pays
about P5,000 per culled pig
while PCIC livestock insur-

ance sets it at P10,000 per
head.
But two bureaucratic
snags delay the pay outs: the
lack of implementing guidelines and a registry of pig
farmers.
Per DA rules, backyard
hog farmers must be registered under the DA’s Registry System for Basic Sectors
in Agriculture (RSBSA), the
national listing of farmers.
Commercial hog farmers, on
the other hand, pay a premium to get livestock insurance
coverage.

If this is the requisite,
then it is the DA’s job to ramp
up the listing of pig farmers
in the RSBSA.
He said drawing up the
beneficiaries list must begin
with the 493 cities and municipalities tagged by the DA
as ASF hard-hit areas.
Villanueva said a swine
recovery program must include a plan to bring down
prices of animal feeds to discourage farmers from giving
out swill to their livestock,
which is a factor in the spread
of ASF.
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Labella requests for more
vaccines for Cebu City
MAYOR Edgardo Labella on Thursday said he has
officially asked the country’s
vaccine czar, Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., to supply Cebu
City with additional doses
of coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) vaccines.
“As soon as I read the
news that vaccine czar Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., has
reported to President Rodrigo Duterte regarding the arrival of additional 500,000
doses of Sinovac vaccine, I
immediately communicated
with Secretary Galvez,” the
mayor said in a mix of Cebuano and English via social
media.
Labella said he requested
that Cebu City “be given a fair
share of these doses” as more

and more senior citizens in
the city are now willing to be
inoculated, based on the city
government’s online registration system, “and they are just

waiting for these to arrive”.
He said some 150,000
doses of Russia-made Sputnik V vaccines are also expected to arrive in the coun-

try.

“Secretary Galvez has also
assured that by June or July,
other brands such as Moderna ug (and) Pfizer are also ex-

pected to arrive,” he said.
The mayor said the city
government is trying to be
prudent in spending the budget that it has allocated for the
purchase of its own vaccines
and said it will wait until the
national government is done
rolling out the free vaccines to
the various local government
units.
The city is yet to receive a
word from the Department of
Health (DOH) when the next
delivery would be.
As of April 22, at least
10,000 senior citizens in
Cebu City have signified intent to be vaccinated against
Covid-19 but only half has so
far been inoculated out of the
19,000 targeted in an online
registration.

Cebu City Sports oval finally reopens to the public
AFTER being closed
from the public for a year and
a month due to Covid-19 pandemic, the Cebu City Sports
Center’s (CCSC’s) track oval
reopened on Monday, May 3,
2021.
This development made
sports enthusiasts and health
buffs excited to avail of this
facility after a long “fitness

drought.”
The sports oval will be
open from 5:00 in the morning to 8:00 in the evening
from Monday to Saturday.
On Sunday, it opens at 5:00
in the morning and closes at
12:00 noon. This is to allow
the CCSC management to
disinfect the area.
Cebu City Mayor Edgar-

do Labella visited the CCSC
early Monday morning to inspect the facility.
“We want everyone to
continue to stay safe amid
the pandemic, so CCSC manager Jundel Bontuyan has
been given instructions to
ensure the proper observance of health protocols,”
Labella said.

Bontuyan earlier said facilities such as the room for
Zumba and belly dancing will
follow and that the swimming pool will be opened last
for public use. But no specific dates for their reopening
were announced.
Entrance fee to access
the track oval remains at
P20.

Bontuyan said they may
limit the number of individuals inside the track oval to
just 200 at any one time in
accordance with health protocols.
Tickets good for 200 persons will be issued and those
who do not make it to the
cutoff will have to wait in the
waiting area.

Cebu City, DOH-7,USAID ink pact for TB control program
THE Cebu City government and the Department
of Health in Central Visayas
(DOH-7) have partnered with
the United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) to strengthen the
management and control of
tuberculosis (TB).
Michelle Lang-Alli, head
of USAID’s Office of Health,
said they committed over
PHP12 million to support the
TB control program in the region.
Mayor Edgardo Labella signed an agreement with
DOH-7 for the Citywide
TB Elimination Campaign
(CiTEC), emphasizing how a
local TB care program can be
a portal to Universal Health
Care (UHC).
“USAID, through our

ProtectHealth and TB Innovations and Health Systems
Strengthening Project, supports this integrated demonstration of UHC in action.
This is a very concrete example of a local government,
championing the rights of
its citizens to good health,
through a whole-of-system
approach. We, at USAID, are
with you, Central Visayas and
Cebu City, every step of the
way,” Alli said.
The systemic TB control
program in Cebu City will
serve as a model for UHC implementation.
“To get other essential
health programs back on
track, we will start with tuberculosis control to ensure that
we are able to address TB as
a public health priority,” La-

bella said during the CiTEC
virtual launch.
DOH-7’s Central Visayas
Center for Health Development and the Cebu City
Health Department also
committed to jointly provide resources amounting
to PHP26.5 million for the
campaign “Pangitaa ang TB”
(Find TB).
The agencies will conduct
TB screening activities to find
and start on treatment over
900 persons with TB from
May to September 2021.
In Barangay Mambaling,
free chest X-rays will be offered to residents aged 15 and
older.
In Barangay Pasil, community health workers and
parent leaders of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino

Program (4Ps) will screen
residents who may present
symptoms and risk factors of
TB and refer them to primary
care providers for free treatment.
Patients and their companions at the Vicente Sotto
Memorial Medical Center will
also be screened for TB, will
be offered free chest X-ray
services as part of the hospital’s cough surveillance initiative.
The University of Cebu
will deploy medical students
as DOH-7 treatment partners
to help those with TB complete their treatment.
“These are systemic efforts to continue TB services
amid the Covid-19 pandemic,” DOH-7 Jaime Bernadas
said during the online launch.

Bernadas
said
critical public health programs,
among them the TB elimination campaign, ”have taken
a backseat” as the country
struggles to manage the public health crisis brought by the
Covid-19.
“Because of the community quarantine, many people
were unable to go to health
facilities for their checkup or
to take anti-TB medicines,”
Dr. Sharon Laurel, Regional
Medical Coordinator for the
National TB Control Program
said.
The global tuberculosis report in 2020, showed
that the Philippines is fourth
worldwide among countries
with high TB cases. Cebu City
has an estimated 8,541 TB
cases in 2019, he said.
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Anti-Covid-19 vax of
Cebu City seniors resumes
WITH the arrival here of
56,000 doses of CoronaVac
vaccines for Central Visayas
last Friday, the city government resumed on Monday
the vaccination of senior citizens.
“Our Cebu City Health
Department has announced
that we are resuming the inoculation for our senior citizens,” Mayor Edgardo Labella said on social media.
Of the latest delivered
doses of the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) vaccines from China’s Sinovac
Biotech, some 10,000 were
allocated for this city.
Prior to this, the city was
able to inoculate 4,876 residents.
The seniors from different barangays flocked to
three vaccination centers –
Robinsons Galleria, University of Cebu-Banilad Campus, and SM Seaside City
Cebu.
The seniors are listed
under the A2 category of the
National Deployment Plan
for Covid-19 vaccination.
Labella had advised them

VACCINATED. MAYOR EDGARDO LABELLA WAS AMONG THE SENIOR CITIZENS GETTING INOCULATED AT VACCINATION CENTER IN SM SEASIDE CEBU.

Livelihood programs in brgys needed: Edu
CEBU City Councilor Edu
Rama said he is coordinating
with the Department of Social
Welfare Services (DSWS) and
the Department of Manpower
Development Center (DMDC)
to implement livelihood programs in different barangays.
Rama, chairman of the
Committee on Public Services, has observed that thousands of workers lost their
jobs because of the Covid-19
pandemic. Being the breadwinners, their families are
facing uncertainties.
“With the help of the
different departments at
City Hall, we are looking for
several ways to help them,
including skills training for
more chances of landing jobs
or engaging in micro businesses. We have to enhance
their skills,” Rama said.
Cebu City has more than
one million population.
The more than 80,000 se-

COUNCILOR EDU RAMA

nior citizens of the more than
one million Cebu City residents are receiving P1,000 a
month in financial assistance.
They are under Rama’s Committee on Public Services.
He said the movement
of senior citizens is limited.
Before, the distribution of financial assistance was in one
place like barangay hall or barangay gymnasium. But now,
it is house-to-house.
Rama who has been a
Cebu City Councilor for six

terms and has served the city
for almost 21 years has supported the idea of constructing
medium rise building (MRB)
for the informal settlers.
Earlier, City Mayor Edgardo
C. Labella said that he wants
to construct a medium rise
building so several informal
settlers can be accommodated. Secondly, they will not
anymore buy lands outside
Cebu to relocate them.
Labella said that once
MRB will be realized, the
people affected will not be far
away from their jobs, livelihood, schools, market, church,
and hospital.
Rama said the MRB is like
a condominium that can maximize the utilization of an area
to relocate informal settlers.
“We can uplift the living
condition of the informal settlers without putting them
away from Cebu City,” Rama
said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

to register ahead through
www.PaBakunaTa.com
or
https://mics.cebucity.gov.
ph/vims/page/register and
wait for a text message for
their assigned schedule to
avoid inconvenience.
Walk-ins are not allowed, the mayor said, and
urged those who want to get
the jabs to visit the inoculation site only on their schedule, which they can get upon
registering online.
“Our Vaccine Operations
Center has done so that people won’t flock to the sites
and for easy processing,” he
said.
Labella reminded the
senior citizens and patients
who are getting the vaccine
shots to continue observing
the minimum health protocols against Covid-19.
Dr. Mary Jean Loreche, Department of Health
(DOH)-Central Visayas chief
pathologist and Covid-19
spokesperson, said vaccination and strict observance of
the health protocols are important aspects in the fight
against the virus.

Labella eyes lifting
liquor ban
To help revive the economy,
most especially the restaurants, Cebu City Mayor is
planning to lift the liquor
ban in the city.
Labella said he has received
favorable
recommendations from the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC)
and City Health officials.
There was also a request
from the Cebu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI) to already lift the liquor ban.
The mayor plans to issue a
new Executive Order (EO)
that would lay down the
guidelines regulating the
selling and distribution of
alcoholic beverages in the
city on top of maintaining
heath protocols while the
pandemic still persists.

This includes tasking the
EOC to monitor establishments’ compliance to minimum health standards.
Labella warns restaurants
and bars serving alcoholic drakes that lifting the
liquor ban does not mean
repealing health protocols
such as social distancing,
and limiting the number of
clients allowed inside their
premises as well as the
quantity of drinks they are
allowed to serve.
“The EOC marshals will
be going around the city to
check the establishments
for compliance of the health
protocols and violations
of the same---which could
mean losing the business
permits of erring establishments, the mayor said.
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BFAR livelihood project
helps Bohol fishers
THE Maribojoc Coastal
Barangay Law Enforcers,
an association of fishermen
from Bohol province, has
harvested 936 kg. of bangus
from its fish cage installed
off the shores of Barangay
Poblacion, Maribojoc.
The fishermen sold
their harvest at an affordable
market
price
of PHP120 to PHP130
per kg. and recorded a
PHP117,000 profit from its
harvest.
Candido Samijon, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 7 Bohol provincial fishery officer,
said the agency has granted
a livelihood assistance to the
association and is now bearing favorable results.
The association’s members have been recording
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BFAR-7 also oriented
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under the same program, and trained the associa-

tion on how to operate,
manage, and sustain the
fish cage project.
For the third year of
the project implementation
this 2021, BFAR-7 aims to
guide the association in
coming up with a fishery
enterprise that has yet to be
discussed with the group.
The SAAD program
follows a three-year developing scheme wherein the
project provided to the association progresses into an
enterprise or business that
will eventually be managed
independently.
Despite the pandemic,
its adverse economic effects
have failed to cripple the
operation of the project that
also helps augment food security measures in the province.

Diocese of Tagbilaran 2021 Parish Priests’ new assignments
EFFECTIVE June 8,
2021, Diocese Of Tagbilaran
Will Carry Out The New Parish
Assignments For The Pastoral
Years From June 8, 2021 To
May 8, 2024
Vicariates And Parishes
I. Vicariate Of St. Joseph
The Worker
Vicar Forane: Rev. Fr.
Martin Lupiba
1. St. Joseph The Worker
Cathedral Parish (Tagbilaran
City)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Efren Bongay
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Fr.
Marcelo Operiano, Jr., Rev.
Fr. Jonas Lubiano
Resident Priests: Rev.
Msgr. Felipe Digal, Rev. Fr.
Danilo Maniwan, Rev. Fr.
Faustino Bisol
Assisting Priests: Rev. Fr.
Jose Stelieto Ruyeras, Rev. Fr.
Herbert Deluao
2. Our Lady Of Lourdes
Parish (K Of C)
Parish Priest: Rev. Msgr.
Jeffrey Malanog
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.
Pedro Balili
Resident Priests: Rev.
Fr. Manuel Mendez, Rev. Fr.
Clarito Rara
3. Birhen Sa Barangay
Shrine/Parish (Cogon)

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Martin Lupiba
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Fr.
Johnson Galaura, Rev. Fr. Roy
Reambonanza
Resident Priests: Rev.
Msgr. Vicente Matias Nunag,
Rev. Fr. Joseph Lim
4. St. Vincent Ferrer
Parish (Bool)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Ronald Amora
5. St. Ignatius Of Loyola
Parish (Dampas)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Alvin Pusta
6. St. Jude Thaddaeus
Shrine/Parish (Mansasa)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Gamaliel Gamas
7. St. Anthony De Padua
Parish (Poblacion 3)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Belarmino Palapar
II. Vicariate Of The
Immaculate Heart Of Mary
Vicar Forane: Rev. Fr.
Gerardo Saco, Jr.
1. Immaculate Heart Of
Mary Parish (Taloto)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Jose Cecil Lobrigas
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.
Virgilio Salas
2. Our Lady Of Guadalupe
Parish (Booy)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.

Niño Maconrey Supremo
3. Birhen Sa Barangay
Parish (Lindaville)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Felix Warli Salise
4. Santa Cruz Parish (Dao)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Manuel Pantollana
5. Most Holy Trinity
Parish (Manga)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Gerardo Saco, Jr.
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.
James Darunday
Resident Priest: Rev. Fr.
Linuel Cañizares
6. San Roque Parish
(Tiptip)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Marcos Caballo
7. St. Isidore The Farmer
Parish (San Isidro District)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Fermin Bugtong
8. St. Anthony De Padua
Parish (Ubujan)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Elias Algabre
III. Vicariate Of The Holy
Child
Vicar Forane: Rev. Fr.
Blair Lope Sabaricos
1. Holy Infant Parish
(Valencia)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Claverlito Migriño
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.

Darwin Gitgano
Resident Priest: Rev. Fr.
Romeo Barcelona
2. Our Lady Of The Holy
Rosary Parish (Lila)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Blair Lope Sabaricos
3. St. Isidore The Farmer
Parish (Tabuan)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Richard Pongase
4. St. John The Baptist
Parish (Garcia Hernandez)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.

Allan Clarabal
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.
Dendo Cahigao, Pacem
5. San Nicholas De
Tolentino Parish (Dimiao)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Roderick Pizarras
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Fr.
Mario Ringca
6. St. Isidore The Farmer
Quasi-Parish (Canhayupon)
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr.
Cromwel Ochea
TO BE CONTINUED.

Order of Lapu-Lapu
conferred on Captain Olano
PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Duterte conferred the highest Presidential award to
the Boholano Philippine Air
Force (PAF) pilot, who died
in a helicopter crash in the
seawaters off Jandayan Island in Getafe town over the
weekend.
Duterte conferred the
posthumous Order of LapuLapu, Rank of Kalasag to
PAF Captain Aurelios Olano.
The Office of the President gives the highest
award given to persons ei-

ther in government or private sector who have rendered extraordinary service
or have made exceptional
contributions to the success
of the President’s campaign
or advocacy.
MGeneral Simeon Felix
Jr, PAF commander of air
mobility command, awarded the Order of Lapu-Lapu
Ranggo Kalasag in lieu of
Duterte on Monday noon,
May 3.
Olano’s wife, Louwela
Bernales-Olano, received
the award.
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Economy is ‘red hot’: Buffett
BILLIONAIRE Warren
Buffett is joining the long list
of executives saying serious
levels of inflation are starting to take hold as the U.S.
economy roars back from the
COVID-19 downturn.
“We are seeing substantial inflation,” Buffett said
at the Berkshire Hathaway
annual shareholder meeting
broadcast exclusively by Yahoo Finance. “We are raising prices. People are raising
prices to us, and it’s being accepted.”
Buffett called out much
higher steel costs impacting
Berkshire’s housing and furniture businesses.
“People have money in
their pocket, and they pay
higher prices... it’s almost a
buying frenzy,” Buffett said,
noting that the economy is
“red hot.”
The Oracle of Omaha is
not alone in battling inflation

WARREN BUFFETT DURING THE VIRTUAL BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY ANNUAL SHAREHOLDERS
MEETING ON MAY 1.

from everything to higher
steel prices to runaway copper prices.
The number of mentions
of “inflation” during first
quarter earnings calls this

month have tripled year-overyear, the biggest jump dating
back to 2004, according to
fresh research from Bank
of America strategist Savita
Subramanian. Raw materi-

als, transportation, and labor
were cited as the main drivers
of inflation.
Subramanian’s research
found that the number of inflation mentions has histori-

cally led the consumer price
index by a quarter, with 52%
correlation. In other words,
Subramanian thinks investors could see a “robust” rebound in inflation in coming
months in the wake of the latest round of C-suite commentary.
“Inflation is arguably
the biggest topic during this
earnings season, with a broad
array of sectors (Consumer/
Industrials/Materials, etc.)
citing inflation pressures,”
Subramanian notes.
The world’s biggest companies are taking action just
like Buffett at Berkshire.
Proctor & Gamble said recently it would begin to hike
prices on baby care, feminine
care and adult incontinence
products in the United States.
Price increases will range
from mid- to high-single digit
percentages. The hikes will go
into effect in mid-September.

NoKor accuses Biden of hostile policy over its nuclear program
NORTH Korea has hit out
at the Biden administration as
it prepares to unveil its strategy for dealing with Pyongyang
and its nuclear program.
The foreign ministry said
recent comments out of Washington showed President Joe
Biden was intent on maintaining a “hostile policy”.
Earlier this week, Biden
called North Korea’s nuclear

program a “serious threat” to
global security.
Spokeswoman Jen Psaki
said that a review of US policy
had been completed and Biden
had learned from the experience
of the previous four administrations who have tried, and failed,
to get North Korea to abandon
its nuclear weapons program.
“Our policy will not focus on
achieving a grand bargain, nor

will it rely on strategic patience,”
she said. The US would pursue
a “calibrated practical approach
that is open to and will explore
diplomacy” with North Korea
while making “practical progress” on increasing security for
the US and its allies.
The US is expected to host
Japan and South Korea’s national security advisers for a discussion about the review soon.

In a statement, North Korea’s foreign ministry called
President Biden comments
about its nuclear program, “intolerable” and a “big blunder”.
“His statement clearly reflects his intent to keep enforcing the hostile policy towards the
DPRK [North Korea] as it had
been done by the US for over
half a century,” said Kwon Jonggun, of the Department of US

Affairs of the Foreign Ministry.
A separate foreign ministry statement said previous
comments criticizing North
Korea’s human rights situation
insulted the dignity of leader
Kim Jong-un and showed the
US is “girding itself up for an
all-out showdown”.
Until now, Pyongyang had
not acknowledged Joe Biden
as the new US president.

China falls short in steps to protect IP Lebanon Easter biscuit woes
CHINA has taken initial
steps to improve protection
of US know-how under the
“Phase One” trade pact, but
must go further and implement those measures.
China also was the source of
most counterfeit goods used to
combat the COVID-19 pandemic, including masks and sanitizers, the US Trade Representative said in an annual report on
intellectual property protections
among 100 US trading partners.
The world’s two top economic powers signed a pact in
January 2020 to end a damaging
two-year trade war that mandated increased enforcement of US
technology and patents.
Beijing has approved a
dozen of the many new measures proposed to improve
protection of intellectual prop-

erty under the deal, a senior
USTR official told reporters.
“However, these steps toward reform require effective
implementation and fall short
of the full range of fundamental changes needed to improve
the IP landscape in China,” the
official said.
China remains on the USTR’s “priority watch list” which
orders more intensive scrutiny,
naming eight others on that list,
and names 23 to its “watch list.”
US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai said Washington
is “scrutinizing all of the aspects”
of China’s performance under
the trade pact, and would enforce the provisions.
However, Tai said the
meeting with her Chinese counterpart, which the agreement
calls for every six months, has

“not yet been scheduled.”
Meanwhile the Covid-19
pandemic highlighted that IP
protections are a global concern, as the report noted that
China was the source of “significant quantities” of counterfeit
coronavirus test kits, personal
protective equipment (PPE)
such as N-95 and equivalent
masks, and sanitizers, detergents, and disinfectants.
And the mass movement
during the pandemic to online
sales exacerbated the “widespread counterfeiting in China’s e-commerce markets,”
USTR said.
Protection of technology
and patents is a key priority
because IP-intensive industries generated more than 38
percent of US gross domestic
product, the report said.

symbolize crumbling economy

FOR Greek Orthodox
Christians celebrating Easter, the tradition of making
or buying maamoul biscuits
plays a key role - but this year
things are very different.
The Lebanese take pride
in these confections. As well
as Easter, they are made
during Eid al-Fitr, at the end
of Ramadan, and Muslims
and Druze enjoy them for Eid
al-Adha.
Food, like everything in
Lebanon, has become extremely expensive. And it’s
getting political.
In addition to rising
prices, people’s money has
lost considerable value. The
banks have collapsed and
people can’t get their savings
out.

More and more Lebanese
are turning to food banks.
Even the Sawa for Development and Aid, a charity that
predominantly supports Syrian refugees and vulnerable
Lebanese, is being asked to
help more families in the
Bekaa Valley.
As the country’s woes
mount, political parties are
taking their own measures.
Hezbollah, a Shia Islamist political and military
organisation, has opened its
own branch of supermarkets, al-Sajjad. It is providing
its members and supporters
with a card to purchase cheap
and subsidized produce from
Iran, Iraq and Syria, countries where it has a significant
presence.

