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PCSA president estimates 3-5 years to regain from pandemic toll

THE Philippine Coastwise
Shipping Association (PCSA)
has projected some three to
five years for the collapsed
shipping industry to revert to
the pre-pandemic volume.
PCSA President Paul
Rodriguez said that at present, there is about 50 percent reduction in passenger
and cargo services because of
Covid-19 pandemic.
“Just like the airline industry, we, in the shipping
sector are also in distress due
to lockdowns and health protocols,” said Rodriguez, owner
of Asian Marine Shipping Corporation.
“I think, at this point of
time, there is no shipping line
that ever operates and makes
money. Except for the pure
cargo vessels that earn a little
because they will not depart
from port of origin to port of
call until it is fully loaded. The
passenger-cargo vessels are
badly hit,” Rodriguez said.
PCSA is the biggest shipping association in the Philippines with 40 shipping companies as members operating
a combined number of more
than 500 ships all over the
country.
Rodriguez said the big factor to the scarcity of passengers is the mandatory swabbing tests to persons who want

to travel, paying high rates in
private hospitals or doctors’
clinics. If the concerned persons are negative of Covid-19
virus, that will be good for
three days.
However, the Local Government Units (LGUs) where
the persons are headed have
different health protocols.
Either they will undergo for
swabbing tests again or undergo quarantine for 14 days.
“It’s a hassle and you cannot freely move and that’s a
hindrance to sea travel now.
The people are discouraged to
travel,” Rodriguez said.
He said some passenger-cargo vessels suffer a lot
due to scarcity of passengers.
The LGUs in Negros Islands
and Leyte provinces don’t allow passengers to travel.
He added that although

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
there are cargo movements
for purely cargo vessels, but
the volume of cargoes are reduced.
He said in some areas,
most of the passenger-cargo
vessels are travelling with ten
percent of their 100 percent
passenger capacity. But in other areas, zero.
The maximum passenger
traffic is ten percent. The cargo traffic is from 30 to 50 percent.
Due to shortage of passengers or no passengers at all,
shipping companies reduced
travel frequency or temporarily shut down. In areas with no
passengers, they have no option but to stop operating.
“Being an archipelagic
country, and shipping being

the cheapest mode of transport, we are confident and optimistic that we can revive the
once strong shipping industry.
There is really a need for the
shipping industry to support
the people’s movement, and
the transport of goods,” Rodrigiez said.
He lamented that aside
from the pandemic, the appetite for travelling has changed
because of the advent in communication and online activities. Instead of people travelling to do marketing or trading, business or livelihood,
this has changed through
zoom meeting or virtual communication.
The number of foreign
tourists which numbered millions before Covid-19 tremendously dropped to almost zero.
So, if in the past years foreign

tourists made extra vacation
to resorts in nearby provinces after arriving and touring
Cebu, there is none at present.
Rodriguez said the seafarers are affected. In fact, international and domestic seafarers lost their jobs in the cruise
industry. Practically, all cruise
ships stopped operating that
displaced seafarers.
Globally, this is also the
same trend of passenger-cargo vessels. In Europe where
thousands of Filipino seafarers
are working, and 65 percent
Filipino seafarers working in
European fleets, they reduced
frequencies of operation. This
has resulted to thousands of
seafarers losing jobs.
This is really a trying time
for everyone. Nobody is exempted. He doesn’t have the
exact number of displaced seafarers, but he is sure that thousands of them lost their jobs.
This will run to hundreds
of thousands of seafarers who
are affected.
The other shipping companies which are still operating are rationalizing travel schedules to three or two
times a week.
Gone are the days when
businessmen went to two to
three provinces a day to make
business or supervise their
branches.
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Camp Lapu-Lapu transfer
to Asturias: Gibo Teodoro

FORMER Department
of National Defense (DND)
Secretary Gilbert “Gibo” C.
Teodoro said the transfer of
Camp Lapu-Lapu in Cebu City
which is the present home
of Central Command (CentCom) of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) to
Asturias, Cebu is a three-way
compromise.
At that time, the signatories of the Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) for the
compromise were the DND,
Cebu Provincial Government
represented by Governor
Gwendolyn Garcia, and the
Lands Management Bureau
(LMB) of the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).
He said the compromise
was based on the suit before
a competent court filed by
the Province of Cebu because
the Province of Cebu donated
the land of about more than
1,000 hectares for military
purposes only.
However, a big portion

of Camp Lapu-Lapu was not
used for military operation
but is inhabited by informal
settlers, including retired
military officers and men. So,
there was a compromise.
Teodoro said that after
that compromise, he left DND
and ran for President of the
Philippines and he didn’t know

then what happened next.
He remember that in the
compromise, the Cebu Provincial Government will give
DND hundreds of hectares
of lands in Asturias, Cebu for
military relocation and the
provisions of the contract
stated that not only relocation
but replication. If the replica

of buildings at Camp LapuLapu will not be constructed
in Asturias, Cebu and in Mactan-Benito Ebuen Air Base,
CentCom in particular and the
AFP in general, will not vacate
the place.
“Only after a 100 percent
replication of existing military
facilities at Camp Lapu-Lapu

will the military leave the area,”
Teodoro said.
The jurisdiction of the
entire Camp Lapu-Lapu is
shared by three Barangays of
Apas, Lahug and Busay. Marco Polo Plaza, a five-star hotel originally built by the late
businessmen Anos Fonacier,
and was later bought by the
late George Ty of Metrobank
is within Camp Lapu-Lapu.
Camp Lapu-Lapu is also
adjacent to IT Park, a joint
venture of Ayala Corporation and the Cebu Provincial
Government under the Cebu
Property Ventures Development Corporation (CPVDC)
signed during the incumbency of Cebu Governor Emilio
“Lito” Osmeña.
Board Member Ismael
“Jimbo” Borgonia, chairman
of the Cebu Province Committee on Properties, said
that converting Camp LapuLapu into a business district
will sustain Cebu Province as
number one in terms of assets.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Senator urges BI policy v. erring men
SENATOR Joel Villanueva urged the Bureau of Immigration (BI) to sustain its
“one-strike” policy against
immigration officers and personnel involved in the trafficking of Filipinos, especially
women, to foreign countries.
“It is important that this
policy be sustained,” Villanueva told BI Commissioner Jaime Morente during the joint
committee hearing of the Senate committees on labor and
on women on the trafficking
of Filipinas to Syria. “We want
them to know they will face

the full force of the law.”
In reply to Villanueva, Morente said the policy,
which suspends or sanctions
BI officers for one offense, is
continuing.
He said, however, that
the BI must “seek clearance”
from the Department of Justice (DOJ) when suspending
or removing immigration officers accused of involvement
in irregularities, including the
trafficking of Filipino women.
At the same time, Villanueva also sought the Inter-Agency Council Against

SENATOR JOEL VILLANUEVA

Trafficking (IACAT) continue maintaining its mandated
anti-trafficking in persons
database to help authorities
pursue cases against illegal
recruiters.

“If we want to prevent
human trafficking, we have
to make sure that the public
is also engaged,” Villanueva
said as he urged the IACAT
to regularly update its integrated case management
system. The database, which
was launched in July 2020, is
a provision contained in Republic Act No. 10364 or the
Expanded Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Act of 2012.
At the hearing, women
who fell victims to trafficking
testified that they were able to
get past immigration count-

ers with the help of corrupt
immigration men.
Villanueva also said the
“biggest challenge” facing
the BI in preventing trafficking was the involvement of
high-ranking officials in the
syndicate.
He said since immigration
officers have “discretionary
powers” over who to allow
to depart or enter the country, they are normally overwhelmed by fear and other
factors in deciding to allow entry or departure from the airports. PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO

MCWD bares reduced production volume
THE Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD) has
informed the public of the
reduced volume of water
production from the Cebu
Manila Water Development
(CMWD) that affects the
water supply in several areas.

CMWD is a bulk water
supplier to MCWD which is
getting water from Luyang,
Carmen, Cebu.
In a press release,
MCWD said the supply of
water is affected in the Municipalities of Compostela,
Liloan and Consolacion, Cit-

ies of Mandaue and LapuLapu; and M.J. Cuenco Avenue, lower portion of Barangay Mabolo, North Reclamation Area (NRA), Port
Area, part of Imus Street;
and Barangays Carreta, Lorega-San Miguel, Tejero, T.
Padilla and Tinago.

According to MCWD,
the reduced water supply is
due to scaling of CMWD’s
raw waterline. This means,
the water residue build up in
the waterline hardened and
constricts the water from
passing.
The water distribution

utility estimated that this
problem will be back to normal by June 2021.
The MCWD management apologizes to the water
consumers in the affected
areas for any inconvenience
that it may cause. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Leni hits Roque, Panelo
for spreading lies
VICE President Leni
Robredo has criticized Presidential Spokesman Harry
Roque and Presidential Legal
Adviser Salvador Panelo for
spreading lies against retired
Supreme Court Associate
Justice Antonio Carpio.
Robredo said Roque
and Panelo made it appear
that it was Carpio who challenged President Rodrigo
Duterte for a debate about
the West Philippine Sea
(WPS) when in fact it was
the opposite.
Robredo said Duterte
challenged Carpio to a debate and offered to resign if
he will be defeated. Carpio
gladly accepted the challenge.
“In fact, the Philippine
Bar Association has offered
to sponsor the debate. I was
excited that PBA offered to
sponsor the debate because

the truth is that majority of
the Filipinos do not know
about the issues on WPS. So,
if there is a discussion, it will
become very educational and
the public will know it,” Robredo said.

“It’s unfortunate that
Duterte backed out of his
challenge to debate Justice
Carpio. The President was
the one who made the challenge, but Roque and Panelo
made it appear that it was

Justice Carpio who made it,”
Robredo said.
Robredo said Duterte
said two things which she
considered as “very serious
concern.” First, the President said the decision of the

arbitral tribunal is a “mere
scrap of paper”. This is serious because we are talking
here of sovereignty of which
the decision of the international court in favor of the
Philippines should not be
taken lightly.
The number two serious
concern is Duterte’s statement that China has been in
possession of West Philippine Sea. That is not true.
“I avoided making comments on anything political
at this time that there is still
Covid-19. But the two statements of the President are
serious because it seems he
has thrown out sovereignty
out the window,” Robredo
said.
Robredo said that if she
and Duterte will be gone,
the issues on WPS will stay,
so let us be serious about it.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

West Philippine Sea an important issue: Batuhan
ATTY. Aristotle “Totol”
Batuhan of the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) said the West
Philippine Sea (WPS) is an
important issue for discussion
from the present to the coming administrations.
Batuhan said the WPS
issue has started about 20
years ago. WPS was called
by China as South China Sea
which has been a traditional
fishing ground of marginal
Filipino fisherfolks. For decades, they caught fish, and

nobody drove them away.
Probably, about 2010,
the presence of China’s gray
vessels heightened. They
were military, militia or coast
guard, plus white vessels for
Chinese civilians.
Batuhan said that usually, the gray vessels would sail
ahead, then surround the civilian vessels, driving the Filipino fisherfolks away. As a
result, the Chinese fishermen
enjoyed the big catch of fishes
and marine lives.
He said the second reason

of China’s interest in WPS is
its big potential for natural
gas and oil reserves. Both environmental groups and the
government saw that China’s
expensive activities in WPS
have increased damages in
biodiversity.
The Malampaya natural
gas and oil operation in Palawan is depleting and will close
by 2024. Even Filipino corporations like Felix Petroleum and
Forum Energy want to explore
for natural oil deposits in WPS.
“This is the background

of the disputes between China and other countries. We
shall also look at the context
as to what laws to follow in
WPS. In international law, the
Philippines have agreement
among countries called the
United Nations Convention of
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
The treaty solidified our sovereignty in WPS,” Batuhan said.
“In marine law, twelve nautical miles from coastal boundary is called territorial sea and
about 200 nautical miles is
called exclusive economic zone.

The Philippines has a sovereign
right over WPS and has the
right to explore natural resources and enjoy its economic benefits. But because a nation only
has sovereign right, it should
allow safe passage of ships or
navigational commerce of other
countries,” Batuhan said.
In a territorial sea, Batuhan
explained that a nation has the
right to allow or not to allow the
entry of foreign vessels. In exclusive economic zone, there is
safe passage if a foreign vessel is
moving. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

SSS extends deadline for new pension payment methods
STATE-RUN Social Security System (SSS) announced
on Monday, May 10, that it
has extended the deadline for
pensioners’ compliance with
the new disbursement methods for monthly pensions.
Aurora C. Ignacio, SSS
president and chief executive
officer said the mandatory
use of the Philippine Electronic Fund Transfer System and Operations Network
(PESONet) and other checkless disbursement channels
has been extended to Sep-

tember 30, 2021.
Ignacio said the extension from its original March
31, 2021 deadline aims to provide pensioners more time to
shift their disbursement accounts to participating banks
or e-wallets under the PESONet or Remittance Transfer Companies/Cash Payout
Outlets (RTCs/CPOs).
As of April 2021, about
104,955 pensioners are not
yet compliant with new disbursement methods. Of that
number, 91,476 are receiv-

ing their pensions through
non-PESONet banks, while
the remaining 13,479 get their
monthly retirement income
through checks.
The SSS started the shift
to using PESONet participating banks, e-wallets, and
RTCs/CPOs as disbursement
channels in October last year
to provide a faster and more
secure manner of releasing
monthly pensions and eliminate disbursement through
checks.
Pensioners who have yet

to comply with the new requirement will continue to
receive their monthly pension
following the old disbursement procedures and schedule, Ignacio assured.
Pensioners whose disbursement accounts are already with PESONet participating banks, e-wallets, or M
Lhuillier (as accredited RTC/
CPO of the Development
Bank of the Philippines) will
receive their monthly pensions based on the revised
schedule provided under SSS

Circular No. 2020-024.
The circular provides for
two batches of pension releases every month.
The first batch is scheduled every first day of the
pension month covering
pensioners whose date of
contingency is from the first
to the 15th day of the month,
while the second batch will
be released on the 16th day of
the pension month for those
whose date of contingency is
from the 16th to the last day
of the month.
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Shattered Duterte brand
Was it the best
option for President
Rodrigo Duterte to
present
presidential spokesman Harry
Roque as debate proxy?
The
president
lost so much prestige.
The move practically shattered his brand
as a brave strongman.
Challenging
former
Weekly Notes
justice Antonio Carpio Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
to a debate was macho.
Then you withdraw by presenting Roque as proxy? Of
course, you showed the nation what a coward you really
are.
DDS trolls can only say something like, no matter
what detractors say, Duterte remains a president. Nonetheless, this latest episode further made a spectacle of
the lame duck president. More do not believe him anymore. Isog nitalaw.
However, critics, activists, and the opposition
should not count Duterte out. Unlike the late dictator
Ferdinand Marcos who was conscious of image, this
president does not care. Baga-baga og nawong.
For Senator
Perhaps politicians should refrain from overthinking about the roles of journalists in what they suspect
to be political operations being covered by media. Early morning recently, I received a media advisory from
Edward Ligas, a media friend. He wanted me to cover
a movement calling on Gov. Gwen Garcia to run for
senator. After all, I am the only editor of Cebu Business
Week. After a bout with Covid, I decided not to go out of
the house within the next few weeks. Thus, I forwarded
the advisory to Ely Baquero.
I did not know at that moment, the governor had
nothing to do with the press conference. They suspected a political enemy funded the press conference. This
political enemy wanted the governor to run for senator
and thus leave the province for the taking by still unknown rivals.
Seeing Mr. Baquero covering the press conference,
they suspected him to be part of a special operation.
That evening, a Garcia suddenly chatted and accused
me of being a ringleader of the press con. Why? Because
I sent the advisory to Ely. Wow!
Political season
I am not “karon pa” about the interrelationship between media, PR, and politics. After all, I am co-founder and director for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. I am also a member of the Political Officers
League of the Philippines (POLPhil). Thus me, a recent
Covid-19 survivor and still recovering at the house,
could be suspected of being part of a special political
media operation. I get that. No hard feelings. Still, my
point: the political season has long begun indeed. (DM
me @anol_cebu)

“Radiating positivity, creating connectivity”
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Vaccines for Cebu
As the Philippines reaches 1.1 million infected with
Covid-19, the administration
of President Rodrigo Duterte
seemed lost in the purchase of
more supplies of vaccines to
combat Covid-19 70 percent
of the population.
Private corporations have
taken the initiative of procuring their own vaccine supplies. Forward-looking LGU
executives, meanwhile, set
aside their own budgets to
buy supplies direct from suppliers as early as late last year.
Unfortunately,
Cebu
seems to be uncertain on how

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

to proceed with the vaccination program with supplies
from the national government severely lacking.
In Cebu City, members
of the City Council were at
a loss on how to get vaccine
supplies even from private
sources. Besides, the budget
set aside for the purchase of
vaccines of some P500,000
million pales considerably to
the needed P2 billion worth
of vaccines to achieve herd
immunity.
The same lack of supplies
plague other Metro Cebu cities like Talisay City.

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

Though she expressed
support for the vaccination
campaign of the national government, Gov. Gwen
Garcia remains mum on
purchasing vaccines directly
from suppliers.
Although some quarters
say a successful vaccination
program would boost economic recovery, the governor
instead relaxes protocols to
hasten the return of Cebu’s
tourism industry.
One fear is fostering the
kind of public false confidence that partly caused the
deadly surge in India.
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Hyundai recalls vehicles

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Hyundai is issuing recalls on about 390,000 vehicles in the U.S. and Canada for potential engine
fires, Hyundai Motor America announced last week.
The recall is for the Santa
Fe Sport from 2013 through
2015, Elantra from 2019
and 2020, and Kona and
Veloster from 2019 through
2021. The Santa Fe Sport
recall is due to an issue with

the Anti-Lock Brake System
(ABS) “that could leak brake
fluid internally and cause
an electrical short over
time,” according to a Hyundai statement. An electrical
short in the ABS module
could increase the risk of
an engine compartment fire
while parked or driving, according to the U.S. National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) said
in documents posted Tuesday. There have been 18 engine compartment fires related to the issue so far, according to the documents.
The Elantra, Kona and
Veloster models are being
recalled so Hyundai can address an issue with the piston oil rings. These engines
may have been assembled
using piston oil rings that
were produced with inconsistent nitride heat treating
by the supplier, Hyundai
said in the statement. The
issue could lead to engine

failure. In limited instances, NHTSA documents said,
the risk of an engine fire
could increase due to issues caused by the oil rings.
There have been five fires
caused by issues with the
oil rings, according to documents. Hyundai said it was
unaware of any injuries or
crashes related to recall of
the Elantras, Konas and Velosters. (Newsweek)
oOo
The Bloomberg New
Economy Forum will be
held this year in Singapore from Nov 16 to Nov
19, bringing together business, government, academic leaders from around the
world to discuss issues affecting the global economy.
The annual conference was
held online last year amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
This year’s conference will
be limited to about 400
delegates to ensure safety,
Bloomberg Media said in a

press release on Thursday
(May 6). Singapore hosted
the inaugural edition of the
forum in 2018. The forum is
a chance for delegates to talk
to each other about issues
including the disproportionate impact of COVID-19
and uneven global access to
vaccines, said Bloomberg’s
chairman and former New
York City mayor Michael
Bloomberg. Delegates will
join a programme to develop a global recovery strategy for the worst economic crisis since World War
II, said Bloomberg Media.
(CNA)
oOo
Bill Gates, co-founder
and former CEO of Microsoft, and his wife, Melinda
French Gates, announced
on Monday that they plan
to divorce after 27 years
of marriage. Bill Gates is
one of the world’s richest
billionaires. Wealth-X, a
global high net worth intel-

ligence and data company,
estimates his net worth to
be at least $134.1 billion.
Though his success began
with Microsoft, his shares in
the company now only represent 19.6% of his wealth,
which Wealth-X estimates
to be valued at $26.1 billion. Much of his money
is now tied to the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,
but the exact amount hasn’t
been disclosed. The Gates,
with Warren Buffett, also
founded the Giving Pledge,
which asks billionaires to
give away more than half of
their wealth to philanthropy. Because of the Foundation, the division of assets
between Bill and Melinda
may be much more complicated. Court documents
show that they have a separation agreement, but terms
have not been made public.
(CNBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

President Sergio Osmeña’s appointees
in Davao and Cotabato

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Sergio Suico Osmeña Sr., the only Cebuano
who became President led
the rebuilding of the country
from the war damage. In restoring the government, he
appointed officials. During
the American Occupation,
the Department of Mindanao
and Sulu was created in 1914.
A Cebuano, Antonio Minoza,
who was Municipal President of Argao, Cebu was appointed Deputy Governor of
the Department. The Department was composed of the
provinces of Agusan, Bukidnon, Cotabato and Davao.
That is why decades later and
up to now, these provinces

are dominated by Cebuanos.
These were the appointees of
President Osmena after the
war in Davao and Cotabato:
Ad Interim appointment as
Justice of the Peace
(January 31, 1946)
Vicente Calanoc as Justice of the Peace Caraga and
Manay, Davao;
Prosperador C. Danao as
Justice of the Peace of Cateel
and Banganga, Davao;
Teofilo Osorio as Justice
of the Peace of Capalong and
Camanea, Davao;
Heraclio Castillo as Justice of the Peace of Mati and
Lupon, Davao;
Jose P. Cruz as Justice of
the Peace Monkayo, Davao;
Valerio P. Reyes as Justice of the Peace of Tagum
and Baug, Davao;
Diosdado Renegado Justice of the Peace of Samal
and Pantukan, Davao;
Rafael Santos as Justice
of the Peace of Sta. Cruz,
Davao;
Sulpicio Platon as Justice
of the Peace of Sigaboy and
Surup, Davao;
Anacleto Cruz as Justice
of the Peace of Compostela,

Davao;
Bibiano Luminarias as
Justice of the Peace of Malita, Caburan and Batulaki,
Davao;
For Local Government
Units:
David Palma Gill, appointed, ad interim, Member
of the Provincial Board of
Davao, February 18, 1946.
Fundador R. Villafuerte,
appointed Acting Mayor of
the City of Davao, Davao,
February 18, 1946.
Sulpicio Quirante, appointed Acting Vice Mayor of
Tagum, Davao, February 25,
1946.
Enrique Codilla, Gualberto Gamao, Demetrio Mensidor and Amado Berame,
appointed Acting Councilors
of Tagum, Davao, February
25, 1946.
In 1916, Cebuanos migrated to Davao Region
upon the appointment of the
then Municipal President of
Argao, Antonio Minoza as
Deputy Governor of the Department of Mindanao and
Sulu. In Argao alone, 31,000
transferred their residence to
Davao and became the fore-

runner of business and governance.
Cotabato:
Patricio Calderon, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace Kiamba and Eling, Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Pastor Kimpo, appointed
Acting Justice of the Peace of
Cotabato, Cotabato, October
17, 1945.
Eliodoro Corpus, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Dulawan, Cotabato,
October 17, 1945.
Felix Taroy, appointed
Acting Justice of the Peace of
Midsayap, Cotabato, October
17, 1945.
Marcelino Amigo, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Dinaig, Awang, Kalangan, Subpangan, and Nuling, Cotabato, October 17,
1945.
Pablo Madamba, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Tumbao, Gambar
and Libungan, Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Braulio Hourtado, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Liguasan, Buluan,
Koronadal, and Sebu, Cotabato, October 17, 1945.

Pascual Monfort, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Barrira and Buldon,
Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Juan Sabares, appointed
Acting Justice of the Peace of
Balut, Parang and Bugasan,
Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Ricardo A. Cabaluna, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Lebak and Salaman,
Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Gavino Yapchiongeo, appointed Acting Justice of the
Peace of Gian and Buayan,
Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Buenaventura Sabularo,
appointed Acting Justice of
the Peace of Kubacan and
Kidapawan, Cotabato, October 17, 1945.
Jose S. Lim, appointed
Acting Mayor, and Andres
Alonzo, Acting Vice Mayor,
of Cotabato, Cotabato, October 11, 1945.
Felicidad Narajos, Bibiana Antonio, Pedro Lumibao, Agapito Javelosa, Filomeno Lim, Jose Referente,
Mamadsali, Binayog, and
Halim Halabarang, appointed Acting Councilors of Cotabato, Cotabato, October 11,
1945.
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Medical negligence

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Two doctors who provided medical care to the late
Barili Mayor Marlon Garcia
have been indicted for the
reckless imprudence resulting to homicide.
The charges however,
did not include the hospital
where the Mayor was confined and the latter is not liable for damages according to
the City Prosecutor’ Office in

its resolution dated March 1,
2021.
The handling prosecutor found the defense put up
by the two doctors as weak.
But can we really pin down
the medical practitioner for
reason of their negligent conduct?
The most important goal
of the medical profession is
the preservation of life and
health of the people. But what
happens when a medical professional causes bodily harm
or even death to his or her
patient? What is the remedy
available to the patient?
The remedy available is
call a medical malpractice
suit.
However, will such kind
of suit succeed in our country
knowing that your will be parrying medical practitioner to
their own kind as you shall be
presenting doctors who shall
present evidence of standards
and practices needed for a
particular situation.
How can one establish
medical malpractice? How
can one prove?

First, one has to first establish that there is a physician-patient relationship.
A physician-patient relationship is formed when a patient
engages the services of a physician.
Second, there is a duty
on the part of the physician to
observe the same level of care
that any reasonably competent doctor would use to treat
the condition under the same
circumstances.
Parenthetically, medical
literature may be used to establish the standard of care.
Third, there is a breach
of duty and injury. The injury contemplated by the law
is a bodily injury to or death
of the patient.
Fourth, there is a
causation between the
breach and the injury. The act
or omission complained of is
the proximate cause of the injury suffered. The proximate
cause of an injury is that cause
that, in the natural and continuous sequence, unbroken
by any efficient intervening
cause, produces the injury,

and without which the result
would not have occurred.
The breach of duty is presumed under the doctrine of
res ipsa loquitur. Where the
thing that caused the injury
complained of is shown to be
under the management of the
defendant or his servants and
the accident was such as in ordinary course of things does
not happen if those who have
its management or control
used proper care, it affords
reasonable evidence, in the
absence of explanation by the
defendant, that the accident
arose from or was caused by
the defendant’s want of care.
This shifts the burden of proof
to the defendant to establish
that he has indeed observed
due care and diligence.
The doctrine can be invoked only when under the
circumstances, direct evidence is absent and not readily available.
How does res ipsa loquitor established in medical negligence? The court said that is
a kind which ordinarily does
not occur in the absence of

someone’s negligence, or it is
caused by an instrumentality
within the exclusive control
of the defendant or defendants or that the possibility of
contributing conduct which
would make the plaintiff responsible is eliminated.
For example, ending up
in a comatose does not ordinarily arise from a simple
operation unless someone is
negligent. The administration
of anaesthesia does not ordinarily result in decerebration,
let alone death.
What if someone else in
the operating room was the
one negligent, not the doctor?
The doctor is still liable
under the Captain-of-theShip Doctrine and the Borrowed Servant Doctrine.
The Captain-of-the-Ship
Doctrine is “the doctrine imposing liability on a surgeon
for the actions of assistants
who are under the surgeon’s
control but who are employees of the hospital, not the
surgeon.” For more information write or email us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

ILO Convention to deter Pinoys slave-like exploitation

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Ratification of International Labor Convention 188
is one the inclusions of the
9-Point Legislative Agenda articulated by the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines
(TUCP) during the 2021 Labor
Day Summit Zoom Meeting
organized by the convenors
of Task Group on Economic
Recovery (TGER) – National
Employment Recovery Strategy (NERS).
The ILO Convention No.
188 was adopted during the

96th Session of the ILC. The
labor instrument is a comprehensive code regarding fishers’ rights and the obligations
of member states with respect
to these rights.
Apparently, it was adopted to ensure issues that fishers
have decent working conditions on board fishing vessels.
It covers a broad range of issues particular to the fishing
industry such as minimum
age for work, minimum standards for work agreements,
occupational safety and health
protection and basic medical
care and security, among others.
Thus, the Chair of the
House Committee on Overseas Workers Affairs, Raymond DC Mendoza with
cross-party support from Congress has called the present
administration to immediately ratify ILO Convention No.
188 to protect fishing crew
on board commercial vessels,
mostly Filipinos, and many
are facing various abuses and
exploitation including slavelike working conditions.

Nonetheless, the labor instrument got an overwhelming
support from governments,
workers’ and employers’ organizations around the world.
But sad to note that until now,
fourteen years after it was adopted only Thailand, the only
country in Asia, along with 18
countries worldwide who have
ratified ILO Convention No.
188.
Verily, the issue of work
in fishing brings together several countries in the ASEAN
region, for example, Cambodia and Myanmar migrant
workers work on Thai vessels
fishing in Malaysia and Indonesian waters.
“There are 4,225,000 Filipinos employed in the fisheries industry, representing 12.5
percent of the world total. The
industry sector provides jobs
for some 35 million workers
worldwide”, Mendoza reported.
On this, a closer regional
cooperation among ASEAN
member-states is needed to
strengthen protection of migrant fishers who are particu-

larly vulnerable to abuse, even
forced labor in the fishing industry.
Notably, due to severe labor shortages in the fishing industry sector, migrants from
ASEAN region are sometimes
deceived or coerced to work.
Most workers are migrants
with irregular status and
therefore have limited access
to grievance or complaints
mechanisms, the ILO report
categorically stated.
As reported, the government allegedly failed to address IUU (illegal, unreported and unregulated) fishing
activities amid sea disputes
with other countries like China. Though the yellow card we
received from EU (European
Union) for inadequately addressing the IUUF was already
lifted due to the passage of the
new Fisheries Code, still a lot
has to be done by the government.
“A ratification of the labor instrument will not only
ensure protection to Filipino
fishing crews onboard foreign
fishing vessels but likewise

provides assurance to markets
of our tuna and its by-products
in line with the observance of
the IUU”, Mendoza explained.
Consequently, the ILO report in 2010 stated that fishing
is the most hazardous occupation in many countries. Fatigue linked to long hours has
been identified as a serious
problem. The rate of accidents
and fatalities could be quite
high.
Predicated on the issue,
“the government has the responsibility to ratify the labor
instrument so that it would
set into motion the enactment of laws and regulatory
framework that will ensure
protection among workers
in the fishing industry and to
enhance the status of the Philippine fishing industry and its
markers”, Congressman Mendoza stressed.
This international treaty
the country will lead to stronger enforcement of policies
for the protection of fishermen and proper monitoring to
deter exploitation, Mendoza
added.
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Nursing grads needed
to close staffing gaps
A PARTY list congressman affirmed her support for a proposal to draft
trained unlicensed nurses
into the effort to contain the
pandemic.
Bagong Henerasyon Party-list Rep. Bernadette Herrera-Dy said: “I’m sure there
are a lot of them who are
willing to help and are just
waiting to be tapped to fight
against COVID-19.”
Earlier, Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco said the
government agencies regulating the profession should
look into tapping graduates
of nursing courses who are
not yet registered nurses, asking the Department
of Health and the Professional Regulation Commis-

sion (PRC) to help address
the manpower shortage in
healthcare.
Unregistered
nurses
should be allowed work in
health facilities as long as the
PRC arranges for their supervision under a registered doctor or nurse. Velasco added.
Herrera-Dy said a number of hospitals reportedly
cannot cope up with the volume of patients due to worker shortages.
“We need all the help we
can get to ensure that we will
emerge victorious in our battle against the coronavirus,”
she said.
The PRC on May 5 announced that the May 2021
nursing licensure exams will
be pushed back to July.

Philippines Ease of Doing Business improves
DOING business in the
Philippines keeps on improving, mostly due to the
initiatives instituted by the
Anti-Red Tape Authority
(ARTA).
During the agency’s Ease
of Doing Business (EODB)
Summit, titled “Forging Forward, Overcoming Adversity:
Ease of Doing Business in the
Time of Pandemic”, ARTA
Director General Jeremiah
Belgica reported the country’s
progress.
The 2020 World Bank
– Doing Business Report
showed the Philippines ranked
95th out of 190 economies
with a score of 62.8, jumping

29 notches from no. 124 and a
score of 57.68 in 2019.
The World Bank (WB)
rates a country’s EODB performance based on 10 indicators that represent the life
cycle of a business: Starting
a Business, Dealing with
Construction Permits, Getting Electricity, Registering
Property, Getting Credit, Protecting Minority Investors,
Paying Taxes, Trading Across
Borders, Enforcing Contracts,
and Resolving Insolvency.
“We significantly leapfrogged on three indicators
– Protecting Minority Investors, Getting Credit, and
Dealing with Construction

Permits,” Belgica said.
ARTA is doubling its efforts to further make positive
changes in the EODB situation.
Despite the pandemic, the
agency was able to work on
its goal of streamlining and
re-engineering of government
processes and enforcing zero-contact policy through accessible online government
transactions, and mandatory
electronic-Business One-StopShop (BOSS) in local governments, among others.
However, the ARTA chief
raised anew his concerns on
how the World Bank conducts its survey, particularly

on the apparent failure to reflect improvements in other
indicators, prompting him to
reiterate his appeal to the organization to review its methodology.
Among the issues he mentioned were the “inconsistencies with the results of the
customer satisfaction survey
by agencies against the assessment of the DB (Doing Business) respondents”.
“Some respondents may
not be those who are transacting in Quezon City. With this,
there may be a possibility that
the responses were their experience from other local government units,” he added.

Belgica also stressed the
need to have “clear distinction
between the preparation time
of the applicant and the processing time of the agencies”.
To address these, the anti-red tape chief presented a
number of recommendations.
“DB Survey Team would
filter and select entities that
have experienced the process
or regulations as specifically
indicated in the case study
assumptions of the indicators…there is also a need to
brief the respondents very
well to ensure that they have
the right appreciation of the
survey and even the assumptions,” Belgica said.

GCash claims more Filipinos have GCash accounts
OVER 40 million Filipinos have GCash accounts as
of the end of April.
GCash said as of endMarch there are 1.2 million
active credit lines using its
GCredit feature and that it
has disbursed P12 billion
through this.
Some GCash users have
access to other financial services such as investments,
insurance and savings via
the mobile app, the operator
said.

One-third of its active
monthly users are subscribed
to at least one financial product, GCash operator Mynt
president and CEO Martha
Sazon said.
Some 4 million users
have a savings account as of
end-April, Sazon said. The
mobile wallet also helped
triple the Unit Investment
Trust Fund (UITF) accounts
in the country with at least
1.2 million users investing
through GInvest, she said.

GInvest’s initial product
offered investments for as
low as P50, while its recently launched products that
enabled Filipinos to invest
in global brands such as Apple, Microsoft, Alibaba, Amazon, Alphabet, Nintendo
and more, which require an
initial P1,000 investment,
Sazon said.
Investments posted a
“record growth” P15 million
in average daily buy value in
April, Sazon added.

“The
pandemic
has
highlighted the demand for
safe and convenient digital transfers. As a lifeline to
many Filipinos, we will continue to innovate and provide relevant and accessible
financing services for all,”
Sazon said.
Filipinos are also signing
up for health and insurance
policies through the app with
over 265,000 policies as of
end-April using GInsure.
Sazon said GCash ser-

vices would also be available
for Filipinos abroad this year
to make remittances and other financial services “as frictionless as possible.”
Filipinos have relied on
online channels, including
mobile wallets, to conduct
financial transactions during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In its digital transformation roadmap, the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas aims to
grow digital payments to 50
percent by 2023.
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DICT eyeing to invest
in common towers

THE Department on Information and Communications
Technology (DICT) plans to
invest in common telecommunications towers to expand
mobile services to underserved
areas of the country.
“DICT wishes to invest in
common towers for missionary sites, complete with radio
access network and Internet
Protocol back haul,” DICT Undersecretary for Digital Philippines Emmanuel Rey R. Caintic said in a posted update of
Telecom Tower Watch
Caintic said they are working with Congress on legislation allowing DICT to utilize
untapped funds from the Spectrum Users Fee reserved for
FREE WIFI for Public Places
for digital infrastructure which
in turn “will allow us to build

common
infrastructure in
commercially
unviable places
hungry for cellular signals.”
“To address
permitting delays in ongoing
builds of fiber
optic networks,
we are drafting a
new Joint Memorandum Circular to streamline
the permitting
process. Fiber networks are critical in operationalizing broadband services,” Caintic added.
Caintic also pointed out
delays in ongoing tower projects caused by travel restrictions of to avoid spread of
COVID 19 infections.

Meanshile, Globe Telecom
reported 318 new cell towers
in strategic locations all over
the country and completed the
expansion of at least 4,210 sites
and laying 274,000 high-speed
lines.
“While our numbers are

good for the first
quarter of the
year, there is still
a lot more work
to be done. We
need to continue
this momentum
and rise above
quarantine challenges to meet
the
growing
demand of our
customers,” said
Joel
Agustin,
Globe
Senior
Vice President
for Program Delivery, Network
Technical Group.
Telecom Tower Watch
Convenor Orlando Oxales, said
they are appealing to the local
authorities on the ground not to
delay ongoing construction of
thousands of digital infrastruc-

ture projects such as telecommunications towers and fiber
optic networks that the country
urgently needs especially now
that non-contact modes is the
safest way of interaction.
Telecom Tower Watch is
a monitoring and consultation
initiative of the Department of
Information and Telecommunications Commission in partnership with Citizen Watch
Philippines that aims to support the accelerated building
of digital infrastructure projects. The project was launched
March 2021.
This advocacy is a regular
venue for close monitoring and
troubleshooting of unnecessary
delays in the building of all telecommunications towers and related projects.

ADVOCACY group Philippine Business for Education (PBED) has urged the
government to plan for a safe
resumption of face-to-face
classes to curb the looming
learning crisis.
“There should be a plan
to safely resume face-to-face
classes to address the issue on
access and inequality among
our learners,” said PBED in a
statement.
PBED cited around 3 million students have dropped out
last year as they were unable to
keep up with online classes.
To
promote
national
growth and competitiveness,

PBED said the government
should ensure the learning continuity of students.
“A clear and immediate action plan should be in place to
stem the looming learning crisis,” the statement added.
It cited the latest international assessments of science, mathematics and reading competencies in previous
years also showing an alarming decline in the academic
performance of Filipino students.
Meantime, the private sector reaffirmed its support for
the training and employment of
the youth and K-12 graduates of

the school year that concluded
amid the pandemic.
“We call on the government
to ensure their workforce-readiness through skills training and
partnerships with the private
sector. Please see below the full
statement regarding this issue,”
the group said.
PBED cited the March 2021
Jobs Report by the Philippine
Statistic Authority (PSA), which
showed that as the economy is
gradually reopening and more
businesses are operating, more
people are entering and participating in the workforce.
The PSA report showed
that unemployment rate in the

country slowed down to 7.1 percent in March this year from 8.8
percent in the previous month
despite the lockdown in the National Capital Region Plus, the
country’s main economic hub.
The latest jobless rate,
equivalent to 3.44 million individuals, is the lowest level
since the height of the strictest community quarantine in
April last year.
While this is encouraging,
PBED cited the need to ensure that recent graduates and
young entrants to the workforce
do not get crowded out.
“We call on the government to ensure that the stu-

dents are equipped with the
knowledge and skills they need
to join the workforce,” said
PBED adding that the National
Employment Recovery Strategy 2021-2022 currently being
developed sPBED has urged
for a collaborative partnership
with the private sector in the
areas of work-based training
and employability should be
enabled and incentivized.
“Now, more than ever, we
need to support our youth by
guaranteeing their education
and boosting their employability in the future that they can
look forward to,” the statement
concluded.

THE Department of Trade
and Industry – Bureau of Domestic Trade Promotion (DTIBDTP) and Shopee Philippines have partnered anew for
Online National Food Fair on
May 10-16.
The National Food Fair first
went online on May 16-17, 2020
and featured 29 Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises (MSMES) and their food products.
This year, the Online National Food Fair will feature
around 3,500 products on the
Shopee e-commerce platform:
sweets, snacks, beverages, sea-

sonings, staple foods, baking
ingredients, breakfast food, superfood, and healthy food.
Known as the premier
event for Philippine cuisine,
heritage food, and local ingredients, the National Food Fair
is expanding its reach through
digital platforms like Shopee.
Sellers can engage buyers to
know more about their products through live streaming.
Items can be purchased with
discounts up to 30 percent.
Wholesale prices are also offered for bulk purchases.
This partnership with

Shopee augurs a promising start of a series of online
events. This project stems
from the goal of the DTI to help
the MSMEs thrive through the
pandemic by giving them the
necessary training and guidance in transitioning to digital
marketplaces.
Shopee has been conducting webinars and online consultations and offers advanced webinars for sellers with existing
accounts to elevate their skills
in navigating and maximizing
their use of the platform.
“At DTI, we are working

towards empowering MSMEs
by expanding and increasing their access to economic
opportunities. We have partnered with Shopee to further
bolster our support for Filipino MSMEs, especially during
this pandemic. With the Online National Food Fair, local
businesses can promote their
products on a larger scale and
help them grow in the long
run.” said DTI-BDTP Director
Marievic M. Bonoan.
The DTI-BDTP is introducing the Hybrid National Food
Fair this year which combines

the advantages and convenience of virtual marketplaces
and the excitement of a physical show. They look forward
to holding the physical component of the National Food Fair
in September this year. Trade
fairs generate not only sales,
brand awareness and business
lead for the exhibitors, but also
allow opportunities to mainstream their products. They
also provide unique and immersive experiences for trade
visitors through food tasting,
seminars, and cooking demonstrations.

PBED roots for face-to-face school classes

DTI, Shopee launch National Food Fair 2021 online
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Vax on May 10-12 only for medical
frontliners receiving 2nd dose
ONLY health care workers who will be getting their
second doseof the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)
vaccine will accommodate by
the Cebu City Government
next week.
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones, City
Health Department officer-in-charge, said that while
waiting for the next delivery from the Department of
Health (DOH) 7, they will inoculate health care workers, or
those who belong to Priority
Code A1, with the second dose.
Based on the calendar of
activities of the Vaccine Advisory Board (VAB), the City will
be injecting the second dose
on Monday, May 10, 2021,
until Wednesday, May 12, at
the University of Cebu Banilad
campus and the Robinsons
Galleria.
The vaccine site at SM
Seaside City Cebu will be
closed until the City resumes
administering the first dose.

VICENTE SOTTO MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER (VSMMC) NURSES POSE FOR PHOTOS AFTER THE
CEREMONIAL VACCINATION ON MARCH 4, 2021. THEY WERE DEPLOYED BY THE VSMMC AS VACCINATORS ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE VACCINATION ROLLOUT. IDC/PIA7

Ibones said the VAB targets to inoculate around 1,000
medical workers every day.
City Councilor David
Tumulak, one of the cluster heads of VAB, reminded
those who will be vaccinated to bring their vaccination card and identification
card. He also reminded them
to wear proper protective
gear like face mask and face
shield.
Ibones said the City will
accommodate individuals for
the first dose once the DOH
7 delivers the next set of vaccines.
“We only rely on the
DOH for our allocation,” said
Ibones.
On May 1, the City received more than 9,000 doses
of Sinovac vaccines from the
DOH 7 and inoculated medical workers, senior citizens
(Priority Code A2) and persons with comorbidities (Priority Code A3).

Activity organizers advised to work Cebu City lifts liquor ban
with authorities on crowd control
THE Cebu City Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) has reminded organizers of community pantries to coordinate with authorities to avoid any violation of health protocols.
This, after police were
called to control the crowd
that had gathered at a community pantry in Barangay
Mabolo Saturday morning,
May 8, 2021.
City Councilor Joel Garganera, EOC deputy chief
implementer, said community pantries are allowed,
but organizers should coordinate with the barangay,
the police, or with the EOC
for proper assistance.
Garganera said community pantries are “highly
laudable” initiatives, but organizers and recipients are
not exempted from following minimum health protocols.
“They should strictly
comply with health guidelines, so their activity won’t
become the source of exposure and transmission to the

public,” said Garganera.
On another occasion,
Garganera received a report from the Police Station
2 (Abellana Police Station)
that many people gathered
outside the Robinsons Cybergate to have their national identification card processed.
The EOC now requires
barangays and the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) to
coordinate closely with each
other for strict compliance
with health protocols.
Garganera said the EOC
is willing to assist in any

events or activities that are
allowed under the modified
general community quarantine.
“Good intention is not
enough. It should be coupled
with good planning. The
PNP (Philippine National
Police) and EOC are always
here to assist for the safe
conduct of this very noble
endeavor,” said Garganera.
The EOC has been urging the public to be mindful, especially now that the
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) situation in the
city has improved.

CEBU City Mayor Edgardo Labella issued Executive
Order (EO) 130 on Thursday,
May 6, 2021, lifting the liquor
ban that was imposed under
EO 117 on Feb. 2, 2021 as one
of the City’s safety measures
against coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19).
Establishments serving
liquor should observe the following conditions:
They should only accommodate up to 50 percent of
their maximum capacity of
seated customers at any given
time, regardless of the floor
area.
Ø They should first secure a clearance from the
Cebu City Emergency Operations Center before holding
regular live entertainment in
their premises.
Ø They are not allowed
to serve liquor during curfew
hours.
Ø They should not allow customers and staff to loiter around the premises while

curfew hours are in effect.
Ø On top of their license
to sell and serve liquor, they
should apply for a special permit to be issued by the Cebu
City Emergency Operations
Center at no additional cost.
EO 130 also states that
before issuing special permits, the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) must
ensure that the establishments’ health and infection
prevention and control officer
undergoes special training;
inspect the establishments’
premises and recommend
renovation, if needed; determine whether the premises
can hold live entertainment
or not; and calculate half capacity of the establishment.
Drinking liquor in public places, streets, and other
establishments that have not
secured a special permit from
the EOC is prohibited.
Violations of EO 130 may include revocation of business
permits.
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CCPO to sustain low crime
volume sans liquor ban
THE Cebu City police
will strive to maintain lower
crime volume despite lifting
the total liquor ban imposed
since February last year.
Cebu City Police Office
(CCPO) deputy chief for
operations Lt. Col. Wilbert
Parilla said that sustaining
the gains in crime volume
management during the
strict community quarantine
to curb cases of Covid-19 remains a challenge.
“There was really a decrease in crime volume.
Considering that Cebu City
has a little over a million in
population, including visitors, and yet our stations recorded only an average of 15
incidents per week,” Parilla
said, adding that there were
instances wherein a station
recorded no single incident
in a day when the cops seriously implemented the liquor ban.

CEBU CITY POLICE OFFICE DEPUTY CHIEF FOR OPERATIONS LT. COL. WILBERT PARILLA

The police official noted lower criminal incidents
during the liquor ban.
On Thursday, May 6, the
city government released

Executive Order (EO) No.
130 signed by Mayor Edgardo Labella, lifting EO 117
that banned sales of liquor
in bars and restaurants.

Cebu LGUs included in list using S-PaSS
THE Province of Cebu and
the cities of Cebu, Mandaue,
and Lapu-Lapu are among the
86 provinces, highly urbanized cities, and independent
component cities in the country using S-PaSS, a travel management system developed by
the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST).
This is according to the
S-PaSS usage report that
shows 86 local government
units (LGUs) using the system
and 35 that are not.
S-PaSS stands for “safe,
swift, and smart passage.”
Institutionalized by the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases, it is intended as one-stop communi-

cation and coordination platform for travelers and LGUs.
According to DOST, only
those who intend to travel
need to use an S-PaSS. The
platform was designed to assist locally stranded individuals, returning overseas Filipinos, emergency travelers, and
other travelers.
“Travelers can check the
travel policy and requirements
of the LGU of their destination. They can also use S-PaSS
in applying online for travel
documents depending on the
travel policy of the LGU,” said
DOST.
In an earlier report, travelers to Cebu City who fail to
present an S-PaSS or a negative RT-PCR test result are re-

quired to undergo home quarantine while waiting for their
test results to come out.
In the S-PaSS usage list,
Cebu City falls under the restricted category. This means
that travelers need a travel coordination permit. The Province of Cebu and the cities of
Mandaue and Lapu-Lapu fall
under the unrestricted category, which means that no travel
coordination permit is needed.
DOST advised travelers
going to destinations that are
not using S-PaSS to coordinate directly with the LGU.
To have an S-PaSS account, users need to have an
internet-capable device and
go to s-pass.ph to register.

Labella said EO 130 only
allows the residents to buy
liquor from establishments
but they need to consume it
inside their homes.

It also allows bars and
restaurants to serve beer
and wines, with a condition
to limit their capacity at 50
percent at any given time.
The EO also prohibits serving of liquor during
curfew hours--- begins at 11
p.m. and ends at 5 a.m.
The CCPO personnel,
along with the Cebu City
Hall’s Business Permit and
Licensing Office, City Environmental and Sanitation
Environmental
Enforcement Team and Prevention,
Restoration, Beautification,
and Enhancement (PROBE)
personnel, will conduct inspection of establishments
serving liquor.
Parilla said both establishments and customers
who will get caught violating regulations in place will
be meted with appropriate
sanctions under the existing
ordinances.

There is life after
drug addiction: Labella
DRUG
surrenderees
who were nearing graduation from the Community-Based Drug Rehab
Program of the Cebu City
Office for Substance Abuse
Prevention (COSAP) planted seedlings in the mountain barangays.
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella said the
seedlings symbolize “the
new life for these drug dependents who strive to reform and turn into a new
leaf.”
Labella said he is ex-

tremely happy with this
tree planting activity as this
“hit two birds in one stone.”
First, the tree planting has
allowed additional trees
to be planted in the city’s
mountains. Second, it has
given encouragement to
the people who have made
efforts to make the rehab
program a success.
“I want us to live in
a drug-free Cebu City.
COSAP plays a huge role
in augmenting our police
forces to eradicate this drug
problem,” Labella said.

CHAMP distributes financial aid to PWDs
THE Cebu City Hospitalization and Medicines Program (XHAMP) has started a
house-to-house distribution
of its financial assisyance to
the city’s Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) on May 8 at
Barangay Cogon Pardo.
Each PWD beneficiary

receives P5,000 coveing the
period January to May this
year.
In his Facebook post,
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella said, “I thank CHAMP
head Frances Abangan and
my fellow government workers for continuing to ensure

the health and safety of our
constituents in distributing
their financial aid. “
Labella said that the distribution will continue this
week to other barangays
until all PWD beneficiaries
identified by CHAMP will be
given their financial aid.

DRUG SURRENDEREES AND COSAP PERSONNEL DURING
THEIR TREE PLANTING ACTIVITY IN ONE OF THE CITY’S
MOUNTAIN BARANGAYS.
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Village in Bilar town declares
CTG persona non grata
THE Barangay Dagohoy
of Bilar town in Bohol Province denounced the terroristic activities committed by
the CTGs and passed a resolution declaring the Communist Terrorist Group persona non grata.
The initiative was spearheaded by the Barangay
Peace Council and witnessed
by the LGU-Bilar, PNP and
47IB in support to National Task Force in Ending the
Local Communist Armed
Conflict.
Barangay
Resolution
No. 14 Series of 2021 accentuated that the Communist
Terrorist Group will only
bring extreme poverty and
misery to the people with
their unlawful activities that
will hinder the ongoing production and development of
Bohol Province.
Furthermore, to buttress
the resolve, the barangay of-

PERSONA NON GRATA. Left photo shows residents of Barangay Dagohoy in Bilar, Bohol burn flags of communist
terrorist groups in a covered court on Sunday (May 9, 2021). Right photo shows the village folks as they pledge
allegiance to the government after passing a barangay resolution declaring the NPA as persona non grata.

ficials spearheaded an Oath
Taking of Allegiance to the
Government with their constituents.
Barangay Dagohoy was
formerly known as the ad-

vantage area for the CTGs
for recruitment and mass
organizing activities. Thus,
the 47IB deployed its Community Support Program
(CSP) Team together with

the PNP and Provincial
Community Organizers to
establish issues and concerns that had been exploited by the terrorist insurgents.

“The government has
no other purpose and goal
but to establish a more progressive and well-developed
barangay and that development will only commence
through building peace
within ourselves and taking
it to the community,” said
Arnel Tañedo of LGU-Bilar who represented Mayor
Manuel Jayectin.
He also stressed that
Jayectin commended the
residents for courageously initiating an activity that
contributes to the government’s efforts to sustain the
peace and order.
The deepened peace
campaign of the 47th Infantry Battalion in the province
shows that more Local Government Units (LGUs) are
trusting the army and willing to provide full support
in order to sustain the peace
and order of Bohol.

Never lose PSA Appointment Slip for PhilSys registration
THE appointment slips
given by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) to
would-be registrants to the
Philippine ID system (PhilSys) should not be lost nor
misplaced.
PSA information officer Emmanuel Galab, said
the appointment slip is one
strategy adapted by the
agency to avoid overcrowd-

ing of people wanting to
register for the PhilSys.
The implementation of
the PhilSys has been viewed
by the government as a good
way to give low-income
earners a chance to open
a bank account --- where
the government’s financial
assistance will be coursed
through.
To recall, PSA conduct-

ed Step one which is preregistration of Pinoys starting
with the low-income earners, senior citizens, persons with disability (PWD)
and those who have strayed
from the society.
In Bohol, PSA opened
the second step of the registration which is the extraction of vital digital information and biometrics

of registrants through the
face-to-face method.
However, it was ascertained that Step 2 Registration Centers in municipalities will conform to the
minimum health standards
against COVID.
It is for this purpose
that that PSA--issued appointment slips must not
be lost as it bears the date,

venue and time ofd the second step of the registration.
However, Galab said
that in as much as the notification of the schedule is
sent via text message. A registrant may show the text
message to the personnel
assigned to the second registration---if the appointment slip has been lost and
could not be retrieved.

Fiesta-related church events, activities restored in Tubigon
THE local government of
the Municipality of Tubigon
has restored religious gatherings in its chapel just as barangays in the town prepare
elaborate activities.
Tubigon now ranks 6th
in Bohol towns with most
alarming coronavirus disease (COVID-19) affectation.
However, to ensure that
parishioners continue to
strictly practice minimum
public health standards and
protocols adopted by the
Municipal Inter Agency Task
Force (MIATF) during the
Modified General Community Quarantine, Mayor Wil-

liam Jao has entrusted the cifically the daily novenario are the religious activities
responsibility to the church and the nightly activities that that happen in the town’s
leaders, hermanos and her- usher in the barangay fiestas, three parishes: Saint Isidore
manas as well as congrega- must stop temporarily.
the Worker in Centro Poblation heads for their faithful’s
Exempted from the ini- cion, Saint John of the Cross
safety.
tial memorandum, however, in Cahayag, and Santa Cruz
It may be
in Cawayanan.
recalled
that
Neverthethrough a memless, in the stretch
orandum issued
of the novenario
on April 23 and
for the May 15
anticipating the
feast day of San
flurry of religious
Isidro Labrador,
activities as the
another memotown
prepares
randum was isfor the town fiessued
restoring
ta, the town ruled
the chapel-based
that
religious
fiesta
religious
gathering, spefestivities.
SAINT ISIDORE THE WORKER CHURCH

With the recommendation from the MIATF, the
mayor said he has restored
the conduct of religious activities such as masses and
novenas in the chapels that
usher in the big day of their
barangay devotion.
With the restoration of
chapel masses and religious
activities, the said memorandum also directs church
and congregation leaders to
strictly implement contact
tracing protocols. Everyone
must go through thermal
scanning, disinfection with
alcohol as well as foot baths
at the venue entrance.
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U.S. embassy apologizes for
likening Chinese students to dogs...
THE U.S. Embassy in
Beijing has apologized after
a social media post meant
to herald the lifting of some
pandemic barriers between
the two countries instead set
off a fierce backlash after it
was seen as likening Chinese
students to dogs.
The embassy’s visa section invited Chinese students
to resume applying for U.S.
visas Wednesday in a post on
the Chinese social media platform Weibo.
It marked an easing of restrictions after former President Donald Trump prohibited
most non-U.S citizens in China
from entering the country after
the outbreak of Covid-19.
“Spring has come, and the
flowers are in bloom. Are you
like this dog who can’t wait
to go out and play?” said the
Chinese-language post. It was
accompanied by an image of
a small dog trying to escape
over the top of a gate.
Weibo users reacted angrily, with many feeling that
the post likened Chinese stu-

A SCREENSHOT OF THE VIDEO POSTED BY THE VISA SECTION OF THE US EMBASSY IN CHINA
SHOWS A PUPPY TRYING TO CLIMB OVER A SAFETY GATE.

dents to desperate puppies.
“Dogs in American culture
basically have positive meanings, but in Chinese culture
and idioms, they are mostly
negative,” one user wrote.

The Global Times, an
English-language newspaper
run by the Communist Party’s
People’s Daily, also cited users as saying that the post was
“blatant racism.”

The post was later deleted, and the embassy issued an
apology.
“The social media post in
question was meant to be lighthearted and humorous. We

took it down immediately when
we saw it was not received in
the spirit we intended,” said an
embassy spokesperson.
“We have the utmost respect for all Chinese people,
certainly including Chinese
students,” the spokesperson
added. “We apologize if anyone was offended. That was
certainly not our intention.”
China is the largest
source of international students in the U.S.
Around 372,000 Chinese
accounted for 35 percent of
international students in the
2019-20 school year, nearly twice as many as the second-highest, students from
India.
But tensions between
Washington and Beijing have
intensified in recent years.
And Chinese internet users, often inflamed and amplified by the Communist Party’s propaganda efforts, have
repeatedly made headlines
for their angry interventions
against actions they perceive
to be anti-China.

Qatar finance minister arrested for corruption
QATAR’S finance minister has been arrested over allegations of abuse of power and
misuse of public funds in the
gas-rich Gulf state.
The attorney general ordered
Ali Shareef al-Emadi to be
questioned after a review of
alleged “crimes related to the
civil service”, according to the
Qatar News Agency.
No comment yet from
Emadi.

He sits on the board of Qatar’s $300bn (£216bn) sovereign wealth fund and is chairman of Qatar National Bank.
Emadi was chief executive of the bank, which is the
Middle East’s largest lender, before becoming finance
minister in 2013. He was appointed as part of a new cabinet when the current Emir,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, took power.

Last year, British financial magazine The Banker
gave Emadi its “Finance Minister of the Year” award for
the Middle East. It cited his
efforts in managing Qatar’s
finances during the coronavirus pandemic, during which,
its economy shrank by 3.7%
amid lower global energy demand.
The Qatar News Agency report did not provide any

further details about the allegations against Emadi, but a
source with knowledge of the
investigation commented “the
findings and investigation are
related to his government position as finance minister and
not to his board member roles
at other entities.”
Such arrests are rare in
Qatar, but the tiny emirate
has sought to crack down on
corruption as it prepares to

host the Fifa World Cup next
year, where It has spent billions of dollars on stadiums
and other infrastructure for
the event.
Qatar was ranked 30th
out of 180 countries on
Transparency International’s
2020 corruption perceptions
index, making it the second
best performer among Arab
states after the United Arab
Emirates.

Pope Francis backs waivers on IP rights for vax
POPE Francis supports
waiving intellectual property rights for COVID-19 vaccines, backing a proposal by
U.S. President Joe Biden that
has been rejected by some
European nations, including
Germany.
In a speech to a global
fundraising concert to promote fair access to vaccines,
the pope said the world was
infected with the “virus of individualism”.
“A variant of this virus is

closed nationalism,
which
prevents,
for
example, an internationalism
of vaccines,” he
said.
“Another
variant is when
we put the laws
of the market or
of
intellectual
market or intellectual property
over the laws

of love and the
health of humanity,” he added, recalling the
heavy death toll
the coronavirus
had inflicted on
the world.
His
comments came in
the middle of a
debate whether
pharmaceutical
companies should

waive patent protection for
COVID-19 vaccines.
Biden backed such a
move on Wednesday, heeding calls from India, South
Africa and more than 100
other countries.
However, many European countries, led by Germany
and France, distanced themselves from the suggestion,
arguing that key to ending
the COVID-19 pandemic was
making and sharing vaccines
more quickly.

