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ALLIANCES CRUCIAL
VS. CHINA IN WPS
Filipinos against Chinese abuses in West Philippine Sea: Teodoro

FORMER Department of
National Defense (DND) Secretary Gilbert “Gibo” Teodoro
said that Filipinos are livid
with China not as a nation but
its intrusion to the West Philippine Sea where the Philippines has Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).
Teodoro is a former congressman, whose mother is
a Cojuangco, and his father a
former chairman of the Social
Security System (SSS) for 20
years.
“The so-called anti-China sentiment is not really anti-China but anti-China activities in the West Philippine Sea
(WPS) and the abuses of China
toward our incapacity to stop
them. All Filipinos don’t want
that to happen,” Teodoro said.
He said China claimed that
it owned South China Sea called
Nine Line. The Filipinos do not
take lightly China’s false claim.
“Talking about Chinese is
no problem. The Philippines
is trading with China through
import and export. But talking
about Philippine territory or
Exclusive Economic Zone to
be very particular, the rights of
the Philippines is there. With
the intrusion of China in our
territory, lahat tayo anti-China. I think there is no exception,” Teodoro said.
Earlier, President Rodrigo

Duterte surmised that the Philippines will surely be defeated if
we confront China militarily.
“That is mathematics. We
cannot deny that if there is
a physical conflict, there are
one billion Chinese versus 100
million Filipinos, plus China’s
massive war equipment. But
that is not the only way to assert our claims. There are several ways to include the world
opinion, protest, and a combination of efforts. But the most
important is a coordinated approach of the Philippines with
the international community,”
Teodoro said.
He said we must inform
the international community
that this issue involves free
pass of all nations to West
Philippine Sea. There shall be
freedom of navigation.
He said the worry of all is
that China is illegally getting

By: BEBIE H. BAQUERO
marine life and coral reefs and
building airport and military
bases in WPS.
He said the Philippines
must know how to make the
entire world believe that WPS
is important to them.
At present, the attention
of the whole world is centered
on the war between Israel and
Palestine. Several countries
are afraid that if the war worsens, the price of fuel will go up;
the conflict will spread to the
other countries.
Two weeks ago, Teodoro
said G7, a group of rich and
developed countries, released
a statement against China’s
threat against Taiwan because
it is important to them. About
86 percent of all important
chips for telephones, computers and others are from Tai-

wan, and there is a shortage of
chips in the entire world.
“So, if the world will know
how important WPS is to all
nations, they will go against
China,” Teodoro said.
On the other hand, Teodoro said the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) has a
stronger capability than before.
In all countries in the
world, this is a never-ending
process not only in air force,
navy, and army.
Presently, Teodoro said
even digital and IT capability
need to be improved. These
military improvements are being done simultaneously.
However, the most important thing to focus is to balance health and economy.
“We need to help each
other. We should have a communication and coordination
protocol in this issue so the

world will comprehend the
significance of WPS to them,”
Teodoro said.
Teodoro, a former congressman, remembers having a
law on regime of islands. Pagasa
Island was changed to regime
of islands. Then the baselines
law, then the continental sail of
the eastern portion of the Philippine territory in the Pacific
Ocean called Benham Rise.
He said that whatever law
we filed is already in the international law. We don’t need
to file another law in the international community except
our own budgetary purposes,
and our territorial sea must be
clear so we can determine our
budgetary support for the Navy
and Coast Guard for internal
and external patrolling.
He said the Philippine territory and EEZ have been defined
by international law. Duterte
mentioned it in his speech to
the United Nations last year.
He added that the entire
world, including G7, must have
diplomatic, conscientious and
international pressure for China to cease intrusuin in WPS.
“There is already semi-conscientiousness in ASEAN. But
we know that there are countries that have debt of gratitude
to China, so there is still no
conscientious for the Philippine issue,” Teodoro said.
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Duterte asked to allow
resumption of cockfighting
AT LEAST 23 cockpit
operators in the different
towns and component cities
in Cebu Province has appealed to President Rodrigo
Duterte to allow the resumption of cockfighting because
billions of pesos were lost
and thousands of workers
lost their jobs.
They told Duterte that
the stoppage of cockfighting activities resulted to the
loss of jobs to thousands of
breeders in farmlands and
companies for agrivet. It
also deprived thousands
of sentenciadors, gaffers,
bet-takers, cock doctors,
and vendors the opportunity to make a living for their
families.

In relation to this,
the
Cebu
Provincial
Board has
passed Resolution No.
1056-2021
requesting the Regional Inter-Agency
Task Force
(RIATF)
and the Department of Interior and Local Government
(DILG) 7 to lift the ban on
cockfighting.
The resolution authored
by Board Member Celestino
Martinez III and sponsored
by Board Member John Is-

pits.

mael B. Borgonia expressed
support to the recommendation before the National Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases (IATFMEID) for the resumption of
operation of licensed cock-

T h e
resolution
stated that
the conduct
of cockfighting activities in the
Province of
Cebu shall
be subject
to strict observance of
health protocols and safety requirements.
According to the Board,
Resolution No. 79 approved
last October 15, 2020, the
IATF-MEID has lifted the
ban on cockfighting and allowed the operation of li-

censed cockpits and the conduct of cockfighting activities in areas placed under
Modified General Community Quarantine (MGCQ) or
lower classification, where
quarantine controls are less
restrictive, subject to strict
observance of health and
safety protocols and the implementing guidelines as
maybe issued by DILG.
Further, the aforesaid
resolution also states that
Local Government Units
(LGUs) shall have the final
decision whether such operation of licensed cockpits
and the conduct of cockfighting activities can proceed in their respective localities. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

2GO’s new roro passenger vessel sails in June
SHIPPING
company
2GO has acquired its newest
roll-on roll-off (roro) passenger vessel, from Japan
and is set to sail its maiden
voyage in the Philippine waters in June.
Mv 2GO Maligaya, with
a passenger capacity of 800
---225 rooms and more container capacity, will ply the
route to and from Manila,
Cebu, and Cagayan de Oro.

It is considered the “fastest, largest and the most
state-of-the-art roro passenger ship and is part of 2GO’s
modernization program.
With a top speed of 23.5
knots, it takes passengers
and cargoes from Manila to
Cebu in just 17 hours.
Dan Fernan, vice president and head of sea solutions for 2GO Group Inc.,
said.passengers can now

be accommodated in much
bigger room spaces, perfect
for social distancing. The
ship is also equipped with
two restaurants, a salon, a
convenience store, a cafe, a
prayer room and a gaming
and entertainment room.
The vessel is in compliance with the International Maritime Organization,
International
Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sea,

and the International Association of Classification Societies. It is also IMO 2020
ready.
“This new acquisition
will be part of 2GO’s fleet
of 10 roro-passenger and
freighter vessels, sailing to
20 major ports of call, linking Manila to the Visayas
and Mindanao. As destinations reopen their doors to
local tourists, we are ready

to bring Filipinos to their
favorite Philippine islands,”
2GO assistant vice president
of marketing Blessie Cruz
said.
Aside from expanding
its fleet, 2GO Travel also
activated more than 20 online and offline payment
channels to support a safer
and more convenient ticket
booking experience for its
passengers.

DSWD-7 to remove non-compliant 4Ps beneficiaries
PANTAWID
Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
beneficiaries not complying
with requirements will be removed from the list.
Department of Social
Welfare and Development in
Central Visayas (DSWD-7 regional director Rebecca Geamala, said those persistently
ignoring the advice to comply with requirements after
the approval of the National
Advisory Council (NAC) Resolution 1 series of 2021will be
scrapped from the program.
She said Republic Act
11310 or the 4Ps Act of 2019,
provides that “should the
qualified household-beneficiary so notified persists in
not complying with the con-

ditions within a period of one
year since the day of receipt
of the written notification,
the
household-beneficiary
shall be removed from the
program”.
The guidelines also provide “safeguards” to the
persistently non-compliant
household beneficiaries on
how to resolve the barriers
impairing them from complying with the program’s
conditions.
“Through the case management process, the beneficiary undergoes a transformative process, as he/
she is guided with new information and ways, evaluate
past ideas, beliefs, and understanding through critical

reflection leads to a change
of perception,” the DSWD-7
chief said.
Geamala added the beneficiaries “must value the
program membership and
understand the conditions to
be complied with, including
health and education”.
Their difficulty to comply can be resolved by addressing the root cause of
the problem and the reason
for non compliance with the
requirements of the 4Ps program.
To be retained as a 4Ps
beneficiary, the requirement
is to send their children to
school. The DSWD-7 noted
that eagerness to earn and
contribute to the family in-

come is mostly one of the
reasons for non compliance.
“The beneficiary could
be provided access to alternative learning modalities
offered by the Department
of Education (DepEd). The
program impact evaluations
have shown high school
graduates have higher earning opportunities than those
who did not graduate high
school, and much higher if
they graduate college,” she
said.
The outcome of the case
management interventions
will keep the beneficiaries on
track and be retained on the
4Ps list, Geamala said.
Household beneficiaries
persistently ignoring the in-

terventions done by DSWD7 social workers “will not
immediately be terminated
and removed” but “instead,
they will be given a one-year
evaluation period to prove
that they are willing to comply with the program conditions”, she said.
The guideline implementation will start on the first
period covering February
and March of the Compliance Verification/Payment
Cycle for 2021.
RA 11310, which became
law in April 2019, is the government’s major poverty
alleviation program that invests in the health, nutrition,
and education of poor eligible households.
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Dino: Visayas LGUs ready
for community vaccination
MORE than a year into
the pandemic, the Visayas region has reached a significant
milestone in its COVID-19
response efforts as local government units (LGUs) are
now poised to implement
their respective community
vaccinations, a major step
towards economic recovery.
On Saturday, the Office
of the Presidential Assistant
for the Visayas (OPAV) officially culminated the rollout of the Visayas COVID-19
Vaccination Operations Center (VVOC) Manual after this
was cascaded to all LGUs in
the three Visayas regions in
the past three weeks.
“With the culmination of
the VVOC Manual rollout in
the Visayas, I now declare Visayas is ready for community vaccination,” Presidential
Assistant for the Visayas Secretary Michael Lloyd Dino
said.
From its successful pilot
rollout in Cebu province, the
vaccination manual has since

OPAV SEC. MICHAEL LLOYD DINO (2ND FROM RIGHT) DELIVERS HIS MESSAGE DURING THE
LAUNCHING OF THE VVOC MANUAL ON APRIL 14, 2021 IN OAKRIDGE, CEBU CITY. PNA

been made available to the
rest of Central, Eastern and
Western Visayas LGUs. The
VVOC manual aims to capacitate them in preparing for
the vaccination of their gen-

eral population.
“With the cooperation
from our leaders who share
a strong compassion for our
people, I believe we are going
in the right direction. To roll

out the Philippine National
Deployment and Vaccination
Plan for COVID-19, we have
cascaded the VVOC Manual to the Regional and Local
COVID-19 Vaccination Oper-

ations Centers,” Dino said.
Inter-Agency
Task
Force-Visayas Chief Implementer Gen. Melquiades
Feliciano has authored this
manual for the community
vaccination plan in accordance with guidelines set
forth by the national government.
Feliciano
collaborated
with OPAV, the Department
of Health Region VII and
the private sector, through
the Project Balik Buhay, in
the preparation of the VVOC
manual.
Dino then directed the
rollout of the vaccination
handbook to ensure the
“readiness” of LGUs in implementing the National
Vaccination Program.
“With our successful cascading, we (the Visayas) are
now ready to smoothly implement the community vaccination program,” Feliciano
said during the culmination
activity held in Boracay Island. PR/ELIAS O. BAQUERO

New CDA chief willing to meet, listen
REP. SABENIANO “Ben”
Canama of Coop NATCCO
Party-List said the new chairman of the Cooperative Development Authority (CDA)
is willing to meet and listen.
Canama said that he has
already met Undersecretary
Joseph Encabo together with
several cooperative leaders in
a courtesy call.
Canama said they were
told by Encabo that he will
always listen to coop leaders
so a real partnership between
the CDA and cooperatives

could be established.
On the other hand, Canama told Cebu Business Week
that they have recently organized the United Cooperative
Movement.
He noted that several cooperatives in the Philippines
have different styles of management and under this new
movement, he wished to fully
unite all of them.
Under a new law, Canama said Local Government
Units (LGUs) are now mandated to appoint a coopera-

tive development officer in
their respective jurisdiction.
The law was refilled and authored by Canama in the

House of Representatives
and Senator Migs Zubiri in
the Senate.
Canama also said that
there are no changes on Section 60 and 61 of Republic
9520 (Cooperative Code)
giving tax exemption to cooperatives because the Bureau
of Internal Revenue (BIR)
agreed to implement it.
“We thank the BIR for issuing another memorandum
circular clarifying that all cooperatives are exempt from
paying taxes, including docu-

mentary stamp tax. In short,
the coop privilege under Republic Act 9520 will remain,”
Canama said.
Canama also urged the
Cebu City Government to
provide a lot for a cooperative
building.
“We can enter into a
memorandum of agreement.
We may first allocate P6 million starting Phase 1 and we
can allocate P6 million every year until the project will
be finished,” Canama said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Online submission on SSS claims mandatory by Sept 1
THE Social Security System (SSS) said the online
submission of claims on maternity benefits will become
mandatory by September 1,
2021.
SSS Cebu Public Information Officer Maria Cleotilda “Cloti” Cabañero urged
future mothers to enroll in
advance to their disburse-

ment account and start familiarizing the steps in submitting claims before the
deadline comes.
Cabañero said that over
the counter transaction is
still acceptable until the
deadline. This is not only for
the female SSS members to
do it but also their employers.

She said there is no need
to submit manual application for maternity membership starting September 1,
2021.
She added that by September 1, 2021, there will be
no more human intervention. There was a circular
released by SSS and she said
she hopes that the members

have already registered in
their “my.SSS account.”
They can read Circular
2021-004. In the presentation, they can see the screen,
which will guide the members on what to click next. It
is the details. Aside from giving them the overview on the
first part of the circular, the
next part is the presentation

of what screen they will see
in the computer, so, they will
be guided.
“Those who are pregnant should familiarize the
details in registering in the
web. In this scheme, they
can have access to transacting business with SSS,”
Caballero said. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Vaccination is key.
Vaccination is key
to full economic recovery. Once a country
achieves herd immunity, workers can go
back to work and earn
income. Businessmen
and professionals can
report to the office. PUJ
drivers can return to
their old routes. People can come out, shop,
Weekly Notes
and dine without fear. Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
The economy can fully
open.
However, the incompetent old men who compose the
Cabinet and some local officials believe they can merely
relax some policies to stimulate the economy. Thus, while
vaccine supplies trickle in, national and local officials impose a myriad of confusing policies.
For instance, what quarantine policy is now imposed
in Metro Manila and surrounding provinces? Enhanced?
Moderate? Mega? President Rodrigo Duterte orders the
arrest of people not wearing masks properly. Meanwhile,
Cebu Gov. Garcia relaxes the penalties. She evens pushes for relaxed protocols for tourists while Manila closes
the Mactan-Cebu International Airport. Cebu City Mayor Edgardo Labella lifts the liquor ban but supports the
closure of bars when people engaged in tagay get closer
than one meter. When ordinary folks put up community pantries because of government incompetence, various government agencies flip-flop on what to do with the
movement. All these result in confusion, a no-no during
crises.
But then, how can you trust a government led by
somebody who admits his election campaign promise
was a mere joke.
Lumads
The cases the police filed against the seven suspects
in the so-called rescue of Lumad kids from the USC-TC
retreat house had been dismissed. With the official police
version thrown out by Davao prosecutors, I dare claim
that the law enforcers peddled fake news that most Cebu
reporters accepted as truth. Then the police attempted to
prevent Rappler from covering the release of the seven
because the news outlet is fake? Sirs, if you value your
credibility and reputation, please stick to the truth.
Masiao
After PCSO general manager Royina Garma asked the
help of Cebu City Mayor Edgar Labella against the spread
of illegal small-time lotto in Cebu City, I am wondering
how is the campaign today? Has the mayor pushed the
police to go after the operators? Or is he merely content
with the closure of these outlets? Or is the mayor showing
us he is inutil against this form of masiao?
(Emmanuel N. Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic communication of PRWorks Inc. He also is a
member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM @anol_cebu)
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China’s actions in WPS
Filipinos are not anti-China or anti-Chinese. We
are not xenophobic. However, most oppose the actions
of China in the West Philippine Sea.
Former defense secretary Gilbert Teodoro explained this well. The Philippines consider China as a
friend. It is one of the country’s biggest trading partner.
We even get donated vaccines from the said country.
However, China’s actions in the West Philippine
Sea encroaches on our sovereignty. It has built infrastructures and possibly airports in certain islands. Its

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

large fishing boats flock to
traditional Filipino fishing
grounds
In recent months, some
200 Chinese fishing boats
swarm in fishing grounds
near Pag-asa island in the
Spratley islands.
While our foreign affairs office filed hundreds of
diplomatic protests, China
seemed to have ignored us.
Worse, President Rodrigo Duterte seems to defend
the actions of China by insisting that this country has
control over the West Philippine Sea.
While the president did
not hesitate to insult officials
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of other countries especially
the United States, he has
been extra careful in dealing
with China leaders saying he
is trying to avoid a war.
But Taiwan, Vietnam,
Indonesia have proven that
confronting the bully that is
China does not lead to war.
Because of this, many Filipinos now believe the president favors China than our
country.
To disabuse our people
from this thoughts, perhaps
the time has come for President Duterte to show some
teeth in confronting China’s
actions and defend our sovereignty.
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Amazon seeks direct renewable power for its data centers

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Amazon.com is in talks
with Japanese power companies and trading houses
to build a first renewable
energy power plant for its
data centers in the country.
It is seeking ways to procure electricity over the long
term from exclusive renewable energy power stations.
A Japanese trading house
hopes to make a public bid
for an offshore wind power
plant project near Akita prefecture that would supply
electricity to Amazon. The
online shopping giant is also
in talks with power companies to build a new solar
power plant. The company
aims to make all the power consumed globally by its
data centers renewable by
2025. There are seven in Japan, and some of them will
be run on renewables. In
its global search for clean
energy, the company will
purchase from new power plants on an exclusive
basis rather than procure
renewable energy from ex-

isting providers. Demand is
endless. A single large data
center can consume a tenth
of the power generated by
an average nuclear power
plant. As the world’s biggest
cloud service provider, Amazon has data centers in 80
locations around the world.
It already has renewable
arrangements for its cloud
business in 62 of those,
mostly in Europe and North
America. The steady increase in data centers makes
change essential. According
to Japan’s Central Research
Institute of Electric Power
Industry, the power needed
for data centers in 2021 will
be at least 16% higher than it
was in 2016. (Nikkei)
oOo
Tesla Inc has suspended
the use of bitcoin to purchase
its vehicles because of climate concerns, Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk said in
a tweet on Wednesday (May
12), reversing the company’s
stance in the face of an outcry from some environmen-

talists and investors. Bitcoin,
the world’s biggest digital
currency, fell more than 7
per cent after the tweet and
was trading at US$52,669.
Tesla Inc revealed in February it had bought US$1.5
billion of bitcoin and would
soon accept it as payment
for cars, driving a roughly 20
per cent surge in the world’s
most widely held cryptocurrency. Musk on Wednesday
said Tesla would not sell any
bitcoin, and intends to use
bitcoin for transactions as
soon as mining transitions
to more sustainable energy. The digital currency is
created when high-powered
computers compete against
other machines to solve complex mathematical puzzles,
an energy-intensive process
that currently often relies
on electricity generated with
fossil fuels, particularly coal.
(CNA)
oOo
Airbnb Inc (ABNB.O)
beat Wall Street expectations
for first-quarter gross book-

ings and revenue on Thursday, as speedy COVID-19
vaccinations and easing restrictions encouraged more
people to check into its vacation rentals. Gross bookings jumped 52% to $10.29
billion in the quarter, easily
beating analysts’ estimates of
$6.93 billion. The San Francisco-based company expects
second-quarter revenue to be
similar to 2019 levels, adding
that the return of urban and
cross-border travel is likely
to underpin growth over the
coming quarters. Airbnb is
also set to benefit from demand for longer stays and a
shift to traveling in groups by
business travelers, Chief Executive Officer Brian Chesky
said on a post-earnings call.
The company has weathered
the pandemic better than rivals as people turned to its
offering of larger spaces and
locations away from major
cities in the era of social distancing. (Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Why are you not defending Lapulapu?

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Lapulapu, 500 years ago,
fought for the people of Maktan. Why are the beneficiaries of his heroism not fighting for him?
The Kadaugan sa Maktan, then called Bahug Bahug
sa Maktan, thanks to the wisdom of David “Boy” Odilao,
former regional director of
the Youth and Development
and Collector of Customs for
his brilliancy in staging the
first reenactment on April
27, 1979. Sir Boy is also the
“Father of the Sinulog Festival” first held in 1980.
Sir Boy is correct. We
are a country that is stupidly commemorating defeats.
This is what we call, “masochistic patriotism.” We love
hurting ourselves. The Araw
ng Kagitingan, for example,
was about the fall of Bataan.
We repeatedly love to repeat
in schools the Battle of Tirad
Pass. The boy general Gregorio del Pilar defended the
pass despite certain death
so President General Emilio
Aguinaldo could escape from
the Americans.

The Kadaugan sa Maktan is the first and only event
where we celebrate victory
against a foreigner. Lapulapu fought and defeated a
militarily advanced invader.
The book “Glimpses in
History of Early Cebu” published in 1980 written by
Professor Lina Quimat, former president of the Cebu
Historical Society, provides
us a picture of the royals of
early Cebu.
Decades before the arrival of Fernando Magallanes
(Ferdinand Magellan), the
Mactan we know now was
then called Mat-an (meaning “with eyes”). It was said
the people of the island were
shrewd and vigilant as if they
had eyes all over. This was
the reputation of the island
people known all over the Bisayan Islands.
Mat-an is spelled in different ways by the Spaniards; Matan, Mattan, and
Mauthan. The ruler of the
island was Hari Mangal and
his wife, Rani/Hara Bauga.
They had two sons, Lapulapu

and Malingin. The knights of
Hari Mangal were Bali-alho,
Sugpo-baha, and Bugto-pasan.
An islet near Mat-an Island was named Olanggoh
(now called Santa Rosa),
ruled by Cusgan and a daughter with the name Bulacna
(soon to be the love interest
of Lapulapu). There was also
Zola, the chieftain of another
tip of the island of Mat-an.
Lapulapu and Bulacna
had three children, Cimangtas, Savilic, and Catahuman.
The book says that Lapulapu died at the age of 80 in
the Island of Mat-an, a year
before Miguel Lopez de Legaspi arrived. Since Legaspi
arrived in 1565 and Lapulapu
died in 1564, that makes his
birth year 1484.
Humabon was the King
of Mainland Cebu and a
cousin of Lapulapu. The wife
of Humabon (he was also
called Hamabar) was Humamai who was later baptized as Juana. Humabon
(Humabon is derived from
the word “humab-on” mean-

ing fond of ambush) had a
son by the name of Garra,
who succeeded him and later called as Hari Garra. Hari
Garra had three children,
two sons Tupas and Magguio
(he was called by Legaspi as
Simaguio) and a daughter by
the name of Batungay. It was
Tupas who was the King of
Cebu (called as the Kingdom
of Banawa) when Legaspi arrived in 1565.
The “Battle of Mat-an”
which started on April 27,
1521 continued until the
evening of April 30, 1521.
It was Rajah Humabon who
set up the sumptuous banquet with poisoned food for
the remaining soldiers of the
fallen Magellan. The survivors arrived in the port of
Cebu on May 1, 1521. It was
said that of the Spaniards
who retreated from Mat-an
and took part in the banquet
only 18 were left to go back
to Spain. That is why they
burned their two ships, and
it was only the ship “Victoria” that arrived in Spain on
October 18, 1522.
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Psychological Incapacity is a legal concept

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

A client had complained about the lengthy
proceedings of annulment
cases in our country. Normally it will take them a
year or two for the case to
be concluded. The crucial
part of the proceedings is
the evaluation of the psychologist to determine

the incapacity of the other
partner whether indeed he
or she is incapable to complying the marital bond.
Recently, however, the
Supreme Court has declared
that couples deciding to end
their marriage legally due
to psychological incapacity
will no longer have to present psychological experts to
testify in court.
In a landmark ruling,
the 15-member tribunal
unanimously agreed that
psychological incapacity,
one of the most common
grounds cited in annulment
cases, was “not a medical,
but a legal concept.”
The high court handed down the decision in
its review of an annulment
case during its weekly en
banc session on Tuesday,
the Supreme Court’s public information office said.
“(Psychological
incapacity) refers to a personal
condition that prevents a
spouse (from complying)

with fundamental marital
obligations only in relation
to a specific partner that
may exist at the time of the
marriage, but may have revealed through behavior
subsequent to the ceremonies,” the court said.
“It need not be a mental or personality disorder.
It need not be a permanent
and incurable condition.
Therefore, the testimony of
(a) psychologist or psychiatrist is not mandatory in all
cases,” the tribunal added.
It emphasized that in annulment cases the “totality
of the evidence must show
clear and convincing evidence to cause the declaration of nullity of marriage.”
The decision altered
the interpretation of Article 36 of Republic Act No.
8533, or the Family Code of
the Philippines, which listed psychological incapacity as among the grounds
to seek the annulment of a
marriage.

In a landmark ruling,
the Supreme Court has
modified the interpretation
of psychological incapacity as a ground to annul a
marriage, with discussions
on how it will ease the requirements to end one of
the most protected unions
in predominantly Catholic
Philippines.
“The Court in the case
of Tan-Andal v. Andal, G.R.
No. 196359, unanimously
modified the interpretation of the requirements of
psychological incapacity as
a ground for declaration of
nullity of marriage found
in Article 36 of the Family
Code,”
The 1997 case, more
popularly known as the
Molina doctrine, laid out
stringent requirements for
this – psychological incapacity must be medically
identified, proven to exist “at the time of celebration” of the marriage, and it
must be so grave that mar-

ital obligations will not be
fulfilled.
The new Leonen ruling
said that “psychological
incapacity is not a medical
but a legal concept.” Abandoning the Molina doctrine
which has fortified the
Catholic stand.
The new ruling defines
psychological
incapacity
as “a personal condition
that prevents a spouse to
comply with fundamental
marital obligations only in
relation to a specific partner that may exist at the
time of the marriage but
may have revealed through
behavior subsequent to the
ceremonies.”
This new ruling leaves
judges throughout the country in a hang to decide pending cases before them as it
seemed that the new ruling
relaxes the Family Code’s
stringent requirements as
laid in Molina Case. Write
us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

More workers reps in government bodies

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Strong and effective social dialogue between government, employers’ and
workers’ organizations, and
sound industrial relations
are instruments of good
governance to promote social justice, inclusive economic growth, improved
working conditions and
wages and sustainable enterprises.

Thus, a party-list lawmaker recently called on
President Rodrigo R. Duterte to provide genuine representation from the labor
sector in social security
institutions to strengthen
social dialogue towards employment security.
Lawyer Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza, president of the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines
(TUCP) and concurrent
TUCP Party-list Representative during the Job Summit, participated by the convenors of the Task Group
on Economic Recovery and
the National Employment
Recovery Strategy (TGERNERS) reiterated the call to
the Duterte administration
to provide genuine worker
representation in government bodies.
“Strengthening
social
dialogue mechanisms in
government
institutions
and the tripartite social security institutions such as
the Social Security System
(SSS), the Home Development Mutual Fund, commonly known as the PAG-

IBIG Fund, and the Philippines Health Insurance
Corp. (PhilHealth) to ensure that the voice of labor
is heard in these important
institutions.
The lawmaker insisted
and reminded the administration that we need labor
representatives in those
government agencies. “That
is our commitment to the International Labor Organization (ILO) to operationalize
the spirit of the principle of
tripartism – consultations,
dialogue and cooperation
between governments, employers and workers.”
“Such consultations can
ensure greater cooperation
among social partners and
stronger awareness and
participation in matters relating to international labor
standards and can lead to
better governance”, stated
the ILO factsheet.
This kind of set-up
makes the ILO unique in
the United Nations (UN)
system. The formulation of
international labor standards and policies dealing
with labor matters, prior to

adoption must have a broad
support from ILO constituents based on tripartite
structure.
This particular item was
one of the recommendations stipulated in the labor
sector agenda to support
government efforts on its
national employment recovery strategy, Representative Mendoza explained.
Likewise, the TUCP lawmaker added that “through
a process of a broad-based
and genuine dialogue, we
were able to come up with
short-term, medium-term
and long-term recommendations that will help in
restarting the economy, restoring consumer and business confidence.
Equally important statement issue raised by Congressman Mendoza was the
granting of immediate financial support of P15,000
in a form of wage subsidy
for workers in heavily affected business establishments instead of one-time
financial assistance.
“And this should be released in a transparent, ef-

ficient, effective and speedy
manner.”
Accordingly, on matters of restoring business
confidence, a clear and consistent implementation of
COVID-19 response policies and workplace regulations must be well-defined
while issues on occupational health and safety as well
as health protocols must
be strengthened, the labor
agenda of TUCP pointed
out.
On the prioritization
and roll-out of the vaccination program, the lawmaker
also reminded government
to review the status of workers’ ranking to give way to
workers who are ensuring
the survival of the economy.
As for facilitating labor
market access, policies on
flexible work arrangement
must be reviewed. Added to
that, a work guarantee program such as referral and
placement for employment
must be set in place in order to improve employment
systems for skills profiling,
Congressman
Mendoza
stressed.
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Private sector’s role
in recovery pivotal
THE
private
sector
plays a “very crucial” role
in the country’s economic
growth and recovery amid
the coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) pandemic
Department of the Interior and Local Government
(DILG) Undersecretary Jonathan Malaya said amending
and removing restrictions in
the Constitution will help facilitate investments from private entities.
“That is why we want to
be able to bring foreign capital because our investments
and gross capital formation
decreased by negative 18.3
percent compared to previous statistics. So while it’s
true that the government has
an important role to play,
private sector investment
is very crucial to economic
growth,” he said.
Moreover, Malaya said
the proposed Bayanihan to

Arise as One Act (Bayanihan
3), which is currently in deliberation in Congress, would
be an economic stimulus
package that would provide
more assistance to micro-enterprises and SMEs and the

local economy.
“I think Bayanihan 3
would be one of the important measures that the
government can do. Unfortunately, it might not be
enough. We need to ensure

greater consumer confidence, we need the private sector… and of course,
amending and removing the
restrictive economic provisions of the Constitution,”
he said.

Center for Strategy, Enterprise, and Intelligence
(CenSEI) executive director
Gary Olivar said reforming
the economic provisions in
the Constitution will also
help in attracting foreign investments.
He added that big foreign investors in the country
should be seen as partners
for growth instead of being
competitors.
There will be more business partnerships between
foreign investors and local
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) if the Constitution
will ease the entry of foreign
investments into the country.
He said most of the foreign
investments here are in the
manufacturing sector, but
the proposed economic reform would enable to attract
more foreign capital in important sectors like agriculture.

Bangko Sentral foresees recovery this year
THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) expects the
economy to post positive
growth in the second quarter
due to base effects.
BSP Deputy Governor
Francisco G. Dakila Jr. of
the monetary and economic
sector, said the growth trajectory will turn positive beginning in the second quarter
of the year, but the recovery
should be supported by the
implementation of key pieces of legislation including the
CREATE and FIST laws to
make it sustainable.
This will then impact on

growth starting in the second
half of the year and well into
2022”. The stronger recovery
in global economic activity
will also contribute to this
economic recovery, he said.
As for inflation outlook,
with the Monetary Board on
Wednesday revising the forecasts to 3.9 percent in 2021
and three percent in 2022
versus its earlier (March 25)
estimates of 4.2 percent and
2.8 percent, respectively,
Dakila said these forecasts
assume economic lockdowns
are over.
The inter-agency Devel-

opment Budget Coordination
Committee (DBCC) will meet
on May 18 to revise the current growth target of 6.5 percent to 7.5 percent for 2021.
BSP Governor Benjamin E.
Diokno said last month that
they are looking at a more
conservative six percent to
seven percent GDP growth
for the year.
Dakila, who will attend
the DBCC meeting, said they
will reassess the projections
for 2021 taking into account
the latest first quarter GDP
figure of -4.2 percent, as well
as the potential impact of the

two-month stricter quarantine measures in Metro Manila and surrounding provinces on the level of economic activity.
Diokno said BSP’s legislative agenda “will help
usher the Philippines’ next
stage of economic development.” Proposed changes to
the Agri-Agra law is “aimed
to principally tackle the persistent challenges in agriculture financing that emanate
from both the borrowers’
side and the banks’ and lending institutions’ side.”
Monetary Board member

Bruce J. Tolentino, in addressing the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food, and
Agrarian Reform, stressed
the agricultural sector’s “significant role in promoting
inclusive and broad-based
economic growth.”
Tolentino told senators
that the BSP fully supports
the objectives driving the
various Agri-Agra bills which
seek to strengthen rural development through holistic
approaches that consider the
broad context for agricultural financing and rural community development.

House panel approves bill bolstering rural banks
THE proposed Rural
Banking Act of 2021 that will
boost rural lenders in the
Philippines was approved
bvy the House Committee on
Banks and Financial Intermediaries
In a hearing on Friday,
the committee approved with
amendments the Consolidated Bill and the Committee
Report on House Bills 4256,

4622, 5143, and 8359.
The bill and report were
products of the panel’s technical working group headed
by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.
However, the bill will still
be up for amendments after
committee member Lanao
del Norte 2nd District Rep.
Abdullah D. Dimaporo argued that the system should

focus on making the banks
accessible and suitable for
the poor.
“I don’t like this bill because banks should be catering to the people. A rural bank is for the smaller
people, the poor. The bigger
banks, I doubt the farmers
and fishermen will feel easy
into a foreign-owned bank
that will be curated with de-

positors with money,” Dimaporo said.
“The purpose of the rural
bank is to cater to the smaller people who are in the rural areas. The rural banks
are mostly established and
some of them experienced
where they are, their places
are becoming a big population and big cities and rural
banks in those places would

like to be big, they will apply
to the central bank to become a commercial bank,”
he added.
The panel’s chair, Quirino Rep. Junie E. Cua said
while he agrees with the concerns of Dimaporo, the bill
will boost the viability of the
rural banks to help them cater to the unbanked and underbanked.
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2022 election campaign
rules may be modified
THE COVID-19 pandemic might still be rampaging as
the Commission on Elections
(Comelec) prepare for next
year’s elections and even
during the election period itself.
The Comelec said it is
thinking of modifying its
rules and processes for the
2022 national and local
elections due to the ongoing
pandemic. These include the
prospect of virtual debates
among presidential candidates, safety protocols, and
changes in absentee voting.
Comelec Commissioner Marlon S. Casquejo said
during the first media briefing on the 2022 national and
local elections that “as you
all know, we have a committee on ‘new normal’ which
will handle on how the elections are prepared and how
elections will be performed
or done. We anticipate the
elections will be happening while the COVID-19 is
still there.” said Comelec

ELECTION DEBATE MIGHT BE HYBRIDIZED FOR THIS COMING 2022 ELECTION CAMPAIGN.

Commissioner Marlon S.
Casquejo .
On debates, Casquejo said Comelec is looking
at “hybrid” options such as
having only the candidates
present at the debate venue;
allowing a limited audience
to attend the debates; or giv-

ing candidates the option to
appear virtually during the
debates.
“As of now, the existing
guideline is still face to face.
However, we are studying
the possibility of modifying
our rules in campaign since
we have the pandemic,” said

Comelec Commissioner Aimee Ferolino-Ampoloquio.
The Comelec also plans
to release safety protocols in
the filing of the certificates of
candidacy. It is eyeing setting
specific dates for the filing of
these per elective position.
The dates for the filing of

certificates of candidacy and
certificates of nomination
and acceptance (for partylist
aspirants) are set on Oct. 1 to
8 of this year.
There will be 18,187 elective positions during next
year’s polls.
The campaign period for
the 2022 national and local
elections will start on Jan.
7, 2022. The actual elections
will be on May 9, 2022.
Paper-based
automated polls will be used again
for 2022 elections. Absentee
voting will apply for persons
with disabilities and overseas
Filipinos, but the Comelec
is also looking at pregnant
women to avail of absentee
voting.
New features are also
introduced for ensuring the
transparency of the elections, such as the use of digital signatures of the electoral
boards on election returns
when transmitting the votes
to the canvassing center,
Casquejo said.

6 Ph firms ‘in’ Forbes Global 2000 list
SIX Philippine firms have
made into the latest Forbes
Global 2000 list anew, ranking the world’s top public
companies.
SM Investments Corp.
(SMIC) now leads Philippine
firms at 877th place in Forbes
magazine’s global ranking of
the biggest and most valuable
firms based on sales, profits,
assets, and market value.
SMIC’s ranking rose from
the 1,092nd spot in 2019 as its

market value stood at $24.3
billion, assets at $25.5 billion,
and profits at $471.6 million.
BDO Unibank, Inc. followed at 1,159, dropping from
the country’s top spot at 1,018
in 2019.
Top Frontier Investment
Holdings, the biggest shareholder of San Miguel Corp., climbed
to the 1,183rd spot from 1,196th.
Conglomerate
Ayala
Corp. upped its ranking to the
1,801st spot from 1,236th.

In the meantime, LT
Group situated itself at the
1,831st spot, while listed lender
Metropolitan Bank & Trust Co.
dropped to 1,929th from 1,639.
Gokongwei-led JG Summit Holdings Inc. is no longer
in the list. after holding the
1,720th in 2019.
Globally, the top 2000
firms account for $39.8 trillion in revenues, $2.5 trillion
in profits, $223.4 trillion in assets and $79.7 trillion in mar-

ket capitalization.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
had a significant impact on this
year’s Global 2000 list, with
total revenue and profits falling from last year,” Forbes Statistics Editor Andrea Murphy
said in a statement.
“While certain sectors like
the airline industry were hit
hard, big-box retailers did well
amid the shift to online shopping. Robust M&A (mergers
and acquisitions) activity and

the growth in IPOs (initial public offerings) over the last year
has also led to the debut of many
companies on the Global 2000.”
The top-ranked company is Industrial & Commercial
Bank of China, followed by
American banking giant JPMorgan Chase and Warren
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway.
The United States has the
biggest number of companies
in the list at 590, followed by
China at 350.

Passengers in public transportationmust follow health protocols
THE public must follow
standard health protocols
while riding public transportation to avoid transmission of
COVID-19.
Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) chairman Martin
Delgra III on Saturday reminded the public, saying, it is “quite
a challenge” for passengers to
strictly adhere to these protocols especially when paying

their fares.
“Just a reminder to the
public Their fares should be
given directly to the driver before or after they ride the vehicle. That should be the rule,”
Delgra said.
“We even enforced the “one
seat apart” seating arrangement
to avoid transmission of the virus, only to be infected through
passing of the money from passengers to the driver,” he said.
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Brgy. execs urged on
fund aid requirements
CEBU City Mayor Edgardo
C. Labella has encouraged all
barangay officials to send complete requirements for financial
assistance allocated for barangays, instead of partially submitting supporting documents.
Labella said this will lessen the processing time for barangay financial assistance.
Labella said City Administrator Floro Casas Jr., City
Councilor Raymond Alvin
Garcia and the local finance
committee come up with
guidelines for releasing the
barangay financial aid.
Labella said that for the
first time, the 80 Cebu City
barangays are set to receive a
total of P600 million cash aid
this year to help fund proj-

MONETARY SUPPORT. MAYOR EDGARDO LABELLA HANDING OUT THE P1 MILLION MONETARY AID TO
ONE OF THE CITY’S BARANGAY CAPTAINS LAST YEAR.

ects on infrastructure and
Covid-19 response, as well as
job generation.
He said that the P600 million financial assistance to barangays is included in the 2021
annual budget. There’s no need
to worry that the funds will not
be distributed to barangays.
In the 2020 annual city
budget, the barangays were
given a budget at P1 million,
P2 million and P3 millions
depending on area and population.
But barangay officials
used the funds to give financial assistance to all 80 barangays in response to Covid-19,
especially in providing rice
and canned goods for the people. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu ‘legends’ from city barangays organize
A group of legendary leaders from the different barangays has organized into “Kasugiran sa Sugbo” (Legends of
Cebu) to promote the welfare
and uplift the living condition
of all Cebu City residents.
In an organizational meeting presided by civic leader
Elias O. Baquero last April 28,
2021, they elected the following
officers: Rodrigo Gabutan of
Barangay Guadalupe as president; Dr. Florentino Balderona
of Quiot as vice president; Erlinda Pacaña of Tisa as secretary;

Baning Tejano of Apas as treasurer; and Honorato Corpin of
Lahug as auditor; and Baquero
of Punta Princesa as PRO.
In his short message,
Gabutan said that he accepted
the challenge for unity in providing service to Cebu City. He
said he hopes the group will
unite in supporting the plans
and programs of Mayor Edgardo C. Labella and Vice Mayor
Michael Rama in reducing the
so-called social imbalance.
The others in attendance
who were named as direc-

tors were Fannie Velez (Camputhaw), Ricky Reynes (Tejero), Emelia B. Borgonia
(Bacayan), Rolando Gilbuena
(Sapangdaku), Socrates Polloso (Labangon), Julius Martin
Angel (Calamba), Hilario Caparida (Sinsin), Marlen Aballe
(Mambaling), Edilmera Lorima (Inayawan), Romeo Ledesma (Suba), Rosario E. Bagalas
(Sawang Calero), and Rolly Diorico (Punta Princesa).
In the second meeting
last May 5, 2021, Kasugiran
sa Sugbo formed the following

committees: Food co-chaired
by Pacaña and Abelle, Program (Balderona), Transportation (Polloso), Membership
(Gilbuena), Finance (Tejano),
Ways and Means (Caparida),
Operation (Gabutan), Recreation and Fitness (Corpin), and
Information (Baquero).
The group initially passed
a resolution urging Labella
and Rama to create a park at a
20-hectare in Barangay Guba
as a rest-and-recreation destination of Cebu City residents.
They are also proposing

to Labella and Rama to allocate two or three floors in the
ongoing construction of the
10-storey Cebu City Medical
Center (CCMC) exclusive for
senior citizens.
In another weekly meeting
last May 12, 2021, the group
agreed to visit the Rise and Build
Foundation in Sogod, Cebu to
observe its best practices especially in planting and harvesting
fruits and vegetables and raising
livestock and fowls to feed about
100,000 malnourished children. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

CNU now offering medical course
THE Cebu Normal University-Vicente Sotto Memorial
Medical
Center
(CNU-VSMMC) now offers a
Doctor of Medicine program
starting this year.
The Commission on
Higher Education (CHED)
announced that it has authorized CNU-VSMMC offer a
medical course to bolster the
presence of doctors in underserved areas,
Dr. Joseph Elvir Tubilan,
CNU professor, posted on his
social media page on Thursday the statement of CHED
Chairman Dr. Prospero de
Vera III, announcing that the

119-year old premier state
university in Cebu, along with
the Western Mindanao State
University (WMSU), now
has a course for students who
wish to take up Medicine.
In the statement, De
Vera said CNU and WMSU
“will assist the government
in providing one doctor per
barangay as a way of making
primary health care accessible especially in rural or underserved area, as mandated
under Section 25.3.e ad f of
the Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) of the Universal Health Care (UHC)
Act”.

CNU has partnered with
the VSMMC, a Department of
Health (DOH)-run regional
state hospital, in offering the
medical course.
CNU is recognized as a
state research university and
has been designated by CHED
as Center of Excellence (COE)
in both Nursing Education
and Teacher Education.
De Vera said CNU will
follow a combination of the
Cuban and Canadian model
medical course curriculum
highlighting a balance between clinical and population/
community based practice.
The UHC of the Kalu-

sugan Pangkalahatan, De
Vera said, quoting DOH, is a
“provision to every Filipino of
the highest possible quality of
health care that is accessible,
efficient, equitably distributed, adequately funded, fairly
financed, and appropriately
used by an informed and empowered public”.
Republic Act 11509 or
the Doctor Para sa Bayan
Law was signed by President
Rodrigo Duterte on Dec. 23,
2020 mandating the establishment of a Medical Scholarship and Return Service
(MSRS) program for deserving students in state colleges

and universities or in partnership with private higher education institutions in regions
where no medical course has
been offered.
“In support of these landmark laws, CHED is aggressively assisting top SUCs develop Doctor of Medicine programs to address the shortage
of doctors across regions of
the country,” he said.
De Vera said the new
Doctor of Medicine program
in SUCs will expand the opportunities for poor but deserving students through
scholarship support under
the Doktor Para sa Bayan Act.
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Cebu City effectively manages
Covid-19 ‘2nd wave’

THE efforts of the Cebu
City government in preventing further surge of coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)
cases haven’t gone unnoticed.
An official of the Office of
the Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas (OPAV) Undersecretary Anthony Gerard
Gonzales said Cebu City’s
systems in combating the
“second wave” of Covid-19
which include the creation
of a structured Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) has
been found to be very effective
“In the early months of
this year, Cebu City experienced its second wave. The
people and the LGU didn’t
blame the national government. Instead, they got their
acts together. The LGU, business sector and the people of
the city,” Gonzales said in a
statement.
In January this year,
the Department of Health

OPAV UNDERSECRETARY ANTHONY GERARD GONZALES.

(DOH) in Central Visayas reported a post-holiday surge
in Covid-19 cases.
With timely interventions by the EOC through
intensified testing and contact tracing, the triple-digit
number of new active cases

registered from January to
March has now gone back to
two digits.
The city now has a total
of 22,289 recoveries, which
represent 43 percent of the
total recoveries in the entire
Central Visayas region.

Gonzales noted that despite the “second wave” in
Cebu City, it has never reimposed a lockdown since its
economy was reopened in
September 2020 under the
modified general community quarantine (MGCQ), the

least quarantine level.
He said the EOC being
set up during the first wave
of the virus last year made it
less alarming for Cebu City
LGU in handling the second wave felt in the first few
months of 2021.
“It is a war that has to
be led by the LGUs with the
full backing of the national
government, not the other
way around. The success of
Covid-19 response lies on
how the LGUs react,” Gonzales said.
He noted the vital role
of the barangays, being the
smallest administrative division in the country’s government, in waging war against
Covid-19.
The LGUs, he added,
cannot solely depend on
strict border controls and
lockdowns to address the
contagion but they must be
aggressive in testing, efficient contact tracing and immediate isolation.

Tourism project in Cebu City’s Vaccinated individuals
mountain barangays revived
to get discounts
CEBU City relaunched
its Highland Bloom and Ecotourism project, a program
promoting the charm of
mountain barangays here.
Cebu Tourism Commission chairperson Jocelyn
Pesquera said that the project specifically highlights
ecofarms, game fowl farms,
and nature sites found in
highland barangays in an effort to revive the city’s tourism industry.
“We launched the Highland Blooms and Ecotourism
because we believe that we
already have enough materials to promote tourism in the
mountain barangays,” she
said.
The Cebu City government has come up with tourism packages that included day trips, and overnight
stays across its 10 mountain
barangays. The packages
also feature six accommodation establishments and

JOCELYN PESQUERA

restaurants accredited by the
city government which have
passed health and safety
standards.
According to Pesquera,
these six establishments
have experienced temporary
closure during Cebu’s first
few months of lockdown.
It was only in November,
when the city government

allowed non-essential travel
that these were able to open
again.
Local tourists can start
availing these packages by
June, when their office finalizes its agreements with partner tour operators.
She added that the tourism commission was also
preparing a tourism map to
guide travelers who opt to
journey on their own and not
avail of the packages offered
by the city government.
Meanwhile, nature attractions such as waterfalls
and caves would be officially
opened by January of 2022.
Pesquera said that the city
government was still checking the safety standards of
the sites.
After successfully putting under control the second
spike in COVID-19 cases in
January of this year, restrictions have gradually eased
up in the city.

THE Cebu City Council
passed a resolution during
its regular session on May
12, 2021, making its “sincerest” appeal to establishments in the city to give
incentives to vaccinated
individuals by offering discounts, freebies, deals, and
promos.
The resolution authored
by Cebu City Councilor Alvin
Dizon
was a way to
encourage
the public to
get vaccinated
against coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19),
The appeal was targeted
at establishments such as
grocery stores and super-

markets, restaurants, online food businesses, gyms
and spa, hotels, pharmacies, tourism spots and attractions in the city, public
transportation and other
retail stores and service-oriented establishments.
The customers just need
to present proof of vaccination to avail themselves of
the promos should establishments adopt this
resolution.
Dizon
is
hopeful the
business
community
will respond positively to their appeal so
that people will go out and
avail of the vaccination efforts of the city.
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‘No CCTS card, no entry’
anti-Covid-19 policy still in effect
EXECUTIVE Order No.
25 series of 2021 which Bohol Governor Arthur Yap
signed on April 23, 2021 requiring persons to show first
a Bohol Coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) Contact Tracing
System (Bohol CCTS) card
before they can be allowed
entry in any registered establishment in Bohol IS STILL
IN EFFECT.
In its policy declaration,
it says that for the duration
of the Covid-19 pandemic or
upon amendment or revocation of the order, the “No
Bohol CCTS, no entry,” shall
be implemented in the entire
province.
The executive order
which to the governor is to
intensify health and safety
standards and protocols as
well as provide efficient and
effective contract tracing to
arrest the recent surge of

Covid-19
cases
in Bohol would
be
maximizing
technological advancements
in
contact
tracing
in the creation of
the Bohol TDCC
coupled with the
launching of the
Bohol CCTS.
The contact
BOHOL GOVERNOR ARTHUR YAP
tracing
system
provided in the order covers quired to register in the Boall business establishments, hol TDCC website, according
government offices, residents to the order.
of Bohol and returning resTo facilitate the effective,
idents as well as authorized efficient, speedy, real-time
persons outside residence and accurate data, the Proand tourists availing of the vincial Government in coortourism bubble as provided dination with the component
by Executive Order No. 52, city and the municipal local
series of 2020.
government shall gather and
It also covers all within process relevant informathe ages of 15 years old and tion using the Basic Personal
above.
Form for the Bohol TDCC.
For them, they are all reThe registration aims to

gather complete
names, Birthdates,
Addresses
and
Contact Numbers
and
categorizes
them as residents,
non-residents or
establishments.
For this purpose, the TDCC
keeps a website
that allows and
keeps persons 15
years old and above as well as
all public and private offices
and spaces like public markets, public terminals, public
transports, establishments
and institutions like religious
sites, schools and banking
and finance, to register.
Meanwhile, persons with
temporary business or personal transactions, returning
residents and APORs entering Bohol are required to
register to the Bohol TDCC

online where they provide
the mandatory information.
In exchange of this, they
would be issued a quick reaction coded (QR coded) Bohol
CCTS which they may print or
show for scanning from their
mobile phones as they enter
Bohol, cross checkpoints or
enter establishments.
The order also entrusts
into the City, Municipal
LGUs the responsibility to
assist their residents and establishments in their respective jurisdictions to register
in the Bohol TDCC website
and obtain a Bohol CTTS
card.
And for these to work, all
establishments are required
to secure and provide Bohol
TDCC terminal for scanning
and gathering information of
all clients and visitors entering the establishments using
the QR coded card.

Bohol OKs saliva-based Covid test for travelers
THE Province of Bohol
has allowed the use of saliva reverse transcription-polymerase
chain reaction (RT-PCR) test
for those who wish to visit the
province and as a requirement
for Authorized Persons Outside
of Residence (Apor).
Bohol Gov. Arthur Yap issued on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021
Executive Order (EO) no. 9 series of 2021, which amended
EO 53 series of 2020 that provided guidelines for the implementation of the Bohol Tourist Bubble and EO 54 series of
2020 on simplified and unified
guidelines for sea and air travel to Bohol for locally stranded

individuals, returning overseas
Filipinos and Apor.
EO no. 9 also allows saliva
RT-PCR test for tourists who
will come to Bohol for meetings, incentives, conventions
and exhibitions (Mice) and other events.
Bohol is currently under
modified general community
quarantine (MGCQ).
Requirements for Entry
Negative nasopharyngeal
or saliva RT-PCR test result taken not more than seventy-two
(72) hours before departure
Pre-booked accommodation in DOT-accredited / UBE
Seal establishments

Itinerary of arriving guest
Pre-booked tour with
DOT-accredited tour operators
QR Code (see below)
Steps in getting the QR
Code
Visit https://tourism.bohol.gov.ph to find a list of all
DOT-accredited accommodation establishments, tour operators, and transport services.
On the same website, click
“Tourist Registration”.
Wait for email confirmation, which will contain the
download link for the tourist
application and instructions on
how to register for the QR Code.
Make sure you have a print-

ed copy of the QR Code once
you enter Bohol.
Upon arrival, the traveler
will not be required to undergo
quarantine and repeat testing
unless they exhibit COVID-19
symptoms.
If guests are staying in Bohol for more than five days, they
must undergo a repeat nasopharyngeal RT-PCR test, and
they will be asked to undergo
quarantine at their accommodation until they receive a negative result.
Children 4 years and below
are exempted from the testing
requirement.
Tourists must have print-

ed copies of the required documents on hand when they enter
Bohol.
Tourists are not allowed to
have DIY tours, and they are
highly discouraged from engaging in personal activities outside
of the tourism bubble.
Tourists are also highly discouraged from visiting
and/or meeting with relatives
and friends who are in Bohol.
Should relatives and friends
visit, they must present a negative RT-PCR test result taken 72
hours before their visit. Otherwise, they must undergo quarantine in the accommodation
establishment for 14 days.

Loboc Church returns to Diocese of Tagbilaran
THE National Museum of
the Philippines (NMP) turned
over on Sunday, May 16, 2021,
the San Pedro Apostol Parish
Church and Convent in Loboc
to its legal owner, the Diocese
of Tagbilaran.
The centuries-old structure, including a bell tower
located across the street from
the church, sustained significant damage during the 7.2
magnitude earthquake that

hit Bohol in 2013.
The church was again
struck by natural disaster
when the Loboc River overflowed and flooded the town
in 2014. The incident, brought
about by Typhoon Seniang,
was the worst flooding experienced in Loboc in the last 70
years.
San Pedro Apostol Parish Church and Convent was
declared a National Cultural

Treasure on July 31 2001. It
was the first cultural property
declared by the National Museum in the province of Bohol.
Prior to this, it was also
declared a National Historical Landmark by the National
Historical Institute (now National Historical Commission
of the Philippines) in 1998.
Restoration of this outstanding built heritage was fi-

nanced and supervised by the
National Museum of the Philippines with additional funds
from TIEZA.
Actual restoration started in Dec. 2017 and completed early this year, coinciding
with the 500th anniversary of
Christianity in the Philippines
and the National Quincentennial Commemorations.
The National Museum
of the Philippines is also

supervising the ongoing reconstruction of two other
heritage churches, which
are the Sta. Cruz Parish
Church in Maribojoc and
the Nuestra Senora de la
Luz Parish Church in Loon.
Both churches were totally
destroyed during the 2013
earthquake. Like the Loboc
church, the NMP declared
them as National Cultural
Treasures.
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Vaccinated Americans
can go mask-less
ANYONE who is fully
vaccinated can participate in
indoor and outdoor activities,
large or small, without wearing a mask.
President Joe Biden,
Vice-President Kamala Harris and staff went without facial coverings during a White
House Rose Garden event to
trumpet the new guidelines.
Biden has hailed a “great
day for America” as US officials said vaccinated people
can go mask-less in most indoor and outdoor settings.
The president removed
his mask in the Oval Office
with Republican lawmakers
as the guideline was being announced.
Wearing masks in crowded indoor settings like buses,
planes and hospitals is still
advised, though.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) announced that there

MASK-LESS. US PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN ANNOUNCED THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER RECOMMENDING THAT FULLY VACCINATED PEOPLE NEED TO WEAR MASKS.

is no need for physical distancing for the fully vaccinated.
In another big step for the
US in returning to pre-pandemic time, the president of
the 1.7m-member American
Federation of Teachers labor
union called for schools to
reopen fully in the autumn---

this, after Pfizer’s vaccine was
approved for children aged 12
to 15.
The US coronavirus caseload has fallen to its lowest
point since last September,
with deaths at their fewest
since last April.
“We’re not going to go
out and arrest people,” added

Biden, urging non-vaccinated Americans to wear masks.
The rule is now simple: get
vaccinated or wear a mask
until you do. The choice is
yours. The US president has
no power to order Americans to get vaccinated or wear
masks,” Biden said.
About 35% of Americans

are now fully vaccinated,
though the roll-out has been
losing momentum, ACDC Director Dr Rochelle Walensky
said on Thursday at the White
House:
CDC Director Dr Rochelle
Walensky, said the guidance
does not apply to healthcare
facilities or places such as
prisons and homeless shelters. Masks are also still advised for planes and other
public transport.
Said advice does not supersede local ordinances, and
some businesses may still require customers and workers
to wear masks.
In April, the CDC said
masks can be avoided for
most outdoor activities but
recommended their use in
crowded settings.
Dr Walensky said that immuno-compromised people
may want to consider continuing to wear a mask outdoors.

SA regulator contemplates suing Greece ends lockdown,
opens to tourists
WhatsApp over user data
SOUTH Africa’s information regulator says
it is considering legal action over messaging service
WhatsApp’s plan to share
user data with parent company Facebook.
The regulator regarded
that the move violates the
country’s protection of personal information laws.

It said it had written to
WhatsApp asking it to revise
the policy to conform to the
standard used in the European Union - but that it had
received no agreement.
“Under the circumstances the regulator is briefing
attorneys to prepare an
opinion on the way forward
in terms of litigation,” it said

in a statement.
WhatsApp has been requiring users to consent
to new privacy policy that
allows sharing of information with Facebook for advertising and e-commerce
purposes - or stop using the
service.
The terms will take effect on Saturday.

Zambia’s parliament has been dissolved
ZAMBIA’S parliament
has been dissolved exactly
90 days before the upcoming general election as require by the Zambian constitution.
The house held its last
sitting on Wednesday and
the clerk announced that it
would formally dissolve on
Friday.
Zambians will go to the
polling precincts on August12.
The UK has contributed
£500,000 ($703,000) to a
democracy program managed by the UN Develop-

ment Program ahead of the
elections.
It will support a democratic election while ensuring legitimacy and fairness
during the electoral process.
Incumbent
President
Edgar Lungu, who has faced
criticism for his handling of
the economy, faces 18 other candidates vying for the
presidency - including his
main opponent Hakainde
Hichilema.
Hichilema, who has unsuccessfully contested the
presidential elections five

times, is the leader of the
country’s biggest opposition
party, the United Party for
National Development.
Zambia is in the process
of acquiring a bailout from
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), which will help
stabilize the economy.
However, talks are still
ongoing between the two
parties and a timeline has
not been set for Zambia to
receive the funds.
To retain power, President Lungu will be eager to
show voters he is getting the
economy under control.

“WE ARE putting the
lockdown behind us”.
Greece Tourism Minister
Haris Theoharis announced
on Thursday evening in front
of the Temple of Poseidon at
Cape Sounion outside Athens that it has launched its
tourist season, lifting most
remaining restrictions on
movement.
Although an average of
2,000 daily Covid cases are
still being reported, vaccinations are being rolled out
with the Greek islands as a
priority.
German tourists have begun flying in. Holidaymakers
from the UK will be able to
travel to Portugal from Monday.
Greece still has several
restrictions. However, the
big changes are that residents no longer need to
send text messages to a ho-

tline whenever they leave
their homes or go shopping,
movement is allowed between regions, and a nighttime curfew has now been
limited to between 00:30
and 05:00.
A fifth of Greece’s economy is seen as dependent on
the tourism sector and 20%
of workers are employed by
it.
Visitors from a list of
53 approved countries have
to fill in a passenger locator
form (PLF) the day before
they travel, listing where
they are staying and supplying a vaccine certificate, a
negative PCR test or a documentation of recent recovery from Covid.
The rules are a precursor to the EU-wide digital
certificate that is scheduled
to help free up travel by the
end of June.

