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2-YEAR AMNESTY
FOR ESTATE TAX

House, Senate agree to extend from original June 14, 2021 deadline
THE House committee
on ways and means has recommended that the chamber
House approve the Senate’s
amendments to House Bill
7068, which extends the estate tax amnesty application
period by two years from the
original deadline of June 14,
2021.
June 14 is the deadline
stipulated in Republic Act
11213 or the Estate Tax Amnesty Act.
Last September 15, 2020,
the chamber approved on
third reading House Bill
7068, which also called for
a two-year extension of RA
11213.
The House later sought
to extend it by a further two
years, amending the tax amnesty deadline to four years
from the original “two years
from the effectivity of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of this Act.”
However, the Senate
approved on third reading
last May 20, 2021 its version of the bill under Senate
Bill 2208 which set the new
deadline on June 14, 2023.
“This representation poses no objection significant
enough to merit the constitution of a bicameral conference committee,” House
Committee on ways and

means chairman Jose Ma.
Clemente S. Salceda wrote in
an aide memoire to Speaker
Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco
and Majority Leader Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez,
dated May 20, 2021 and
made public May 22, 2021.
Salceda said the extension is a “vital piece of our
COVID-19 bounce-back puzzle. The estate tax amnesty
will be critical to economic
recovery, as it would allow
property owners with unsettled estates to access bank financing or to liquidate their
property to finance other
needs.”
“Having estates settled
will unlock the value of such
properties and allow credit

By: BEBIE H. BAQUERO
arising from them to be used
to finance economic activities. COVID-19 quarantines
also took away significant
filing time from potential filers for estate taxes, such that
availers did not have full opportunity to complete the estate tax amnesty process for
the entire period allowed by
the law.,” Salceda added.
The House version of the
bill reinstated the provision
that only one return may be
filed for estates involving
multiple generations of decedents, which had been vetoed by President Rodrigo R.
Duterte when he signed the
act.

The Senate version deleted the provision, but “the
President is likely to veto the
same provision again if it
were kept,” Salceda said.
The Senate also removed
the requirement for heirs to
submit “proof of settlement,”
which Salceda said “is immaterial, as the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR) can
simply require such proof to
be presented if so needed.”
Atty. Jose Hector “Boom”
Baronda, chief of the BIR 13
(Cebu and Bohol are), said
that with another two years
extension of the estate tax
amnesty, the present heirs of
properties who failed to avail
it can now continue enjoying
such privilege which is called

by many as a “gift from God.”
Baronda said that before
the estate tax amnesty, several heirs nationwide have
problems because the original owners of their inherited
properties were their great
grandparents. When the original owners died, the properties were inherited by their
grandparents. When their
grandparents died, the properties were inherited by their
parents. When their parents
died, they inherited it.
Baronda told Cebu Business Week their problem
came up when they cannot
sell the properties because
they failed to report the
deaths of the past owners,
hence, they failed to pay estate tax to all their deceased
relatives.
He said any sale of real
properties needs a Certificate Authorizing Registration (CAR) from BIR. And
the BIR will not issue CAR if
the heirs did not pay estate
tax plus annual interests and
penalties.
Baronda said that under
the estate tax amnesty, there
is no more payment of interests and penalties, and the
estate tax will be based on
the value of the real properties at the time of the owners’
deaths. WITH PR
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Desalination plants costly,
impractical: Enric Rama
FORMER Cebu Vice Governor Enrique “Enric” Rama
said desalination plant is a
process of converting salty seawater to potable water. This is
costly and impractical.
“Our water shortage is a
manmade problem and a maneuver so the people will not
complain if we will adopt the
desalination plant. That is a
costly project and will surely triple the water rate, and the worst
is that desalinated water is not
practical,” said Rama, a lawyer.
Rama was the vice governor of Cebu during the time of
then Governor Emilio “Lito”

Osmeña, the father of Cebu
Economic Boom (Ceboom).
Rama, son of the late Cebu
Governor Osmundo Rama and
cousin of Cebu City Vice Mayor
Michael “Mike” Rama, has been
advocating good governance in
water distribution especially
that water is a right of the people.
Rama said almost all Cebu
municipalities and component
cities have waterfalls and other
sources which are unfortunately flowing to the sea.
“I suggest that rather than
buying water from that costly
desalination plant, we should

THE Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) is now constructing a
P40-million Tilapia hatchery
in Bantayan Island to supply
fingerlings in the entire place
as another program to increase
food production.
Dr. Allan Poquita, BFAR 7
director, said this new hatchery
will be shared by the three Municipalities of Bantayan, Sta.
Fe, and Madridejos.
Poquita said they are ready
to assist any person or groups
of people who want to engage
in aquaculture and fish raising
in cages or fishponds.
He said that despite being

a mountainous town, Carmen,
Cebu has a big Tilapia production. The Carmen Municipal
Government is making its own
hatchery of Tilapia to help supply Tilapia fingerlings in Cebu.
He added that this is good
because BFAR 7 is supplying
Tilapia fingerlings in entire
Central Visayas composed of
Cebu, Bohol, Siquijor and Negros Oriental.
“We are also helping the
Carmen Local Government
Unit (LGU) to establish its own
hatchery. It is nearly completed. It plans to grow Tilapia into
marketable size,” Poquita said.
He said that they have a

widen Buhisan Dam, construct
that Mananga Dam and secure
the watershed areas. Desalination plant is only good for Olango Island, Bantayan Island
and Camotes Island. We will

put that as an election issue. If
Mayor Edgardo Labella will be
reelected, then it will continue.
That is my stand,” Rama said.
The people who are against
desalinated water to be distributed to the water consumers of
Metropolitan Cebu Water District (MCWD) are increasing.
Former Cebu Board Member Victor Maambong said the
late Senator John H. Osmeña
then planned to pipe water
from Toledo City to Cebu City.
Maambong said Osmeña
was soliciting technical ideas on
how to pass through the solitary
mountain from Toledo City to

Cebu City.
“His idea is relevant now
especially with this impending
anti-poor and senseless actions of MCWD. Toledo’s water
abundance is beyond question,”
Maambong said.
Jesse Baring of Rotary
International said the cheapest source of water is rain. If
you preserve rainwater in a
one-hectare lot with tarpaulin,
it can accommodate 10,000
cubic meters of rainwater. We
have several vacant lots. In Taiwan, they have what they called
water impoundment. ELIAS O.

post harvest technology wherein a Tilapia will process as
substitute to Danggit which is
called Tilanggit. “We process
it into dried Tilanggit which is
more delicious than Danggit itself,” he added.
On the other hand, Poquita said that if a person has a
500-meter lot, BFAR 7 will assist him technically with initial
stocks of Tilapia.
He said they are also promoting aquaponics which will
circulate energy and fertilizer
from the fish waste to plants
as one way of promoting food
production.
Poquita said that in inland

with brackish water, the water
from the fish pond with fish
waste will be watered to the
plants as fertilizer.
He said Tilapia can be cultured for three to four months
to supply to the market.
He added that one cubic
meter of water can accommodate from 20 to 30 Tilapia fingerlings and a subsidized price
of P0.30 each. If a fish cage has
20 cubic meters of water, it can
accommodate 400 fingerlings.
Poquita said that they will
be happy if there is a foundation or groups of people who
will consult with BFAR and
who are willing to culture Tila-

pia for food.
In Sogod, Cebu at present,
the Rise and Rebuild International Foundation has established a 9-hectate farm, planting fruits and vegetables, and
making fishponds for Tilapia.
Rise and Rebuild aimed to
feed bout 400,000 malnourished children in the entire
country.
At present, there are five
towns in Cebu that are listed
to avail the free feeding to malnourished children.
Poquita said they can give
technology assistance to Rise
and Rebuild with free fingerlings. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

BAQUERO

BFAR building P40M hatchery in Bantayan

DOLE Pays over P4 million to TUPAD Workers
THE Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE)
has paid almost P4 million to
about 1,000 workers in the
Municipalities of Ronda and
Alcantara under the Tulong
Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TUPAD) program.
DOLE 7 Assistant Regional
Director Jude Thomas Trayvilla, who represented DOLE 7
Regional Director Salome O.
Siaton, said the beneficiaries
rendered work for ten (10)
days from 1 to 10 May 2021.
“The beneficiaries received
Php4,040.00 each for their
salaries and were also provided with their personal protective equipment or PPEs and a

group personal accident insurance good for one year,” Trayvilla said.
In Ronda, around 514 informal sector workers benefited from TUPAD with a total
of Php2,076,560.00. The adjoining Alcantara town has 453
workers who were given a total
of P1,830,120.00.
Trayvilla said the beneficiaries were mostly farmers,
fisherfolks, displaced workers
and the underemployed.
Trayvilla with DOLE Cebu
Provincial Field Office OIC Vivencio Lagahid and Technical
Support Services Division for
Employment and Workers’
Welfare (TSSD-EWW) OIC
Ma. Teresa Tanquiamco per-

sonally turned-over the transaction codes to the beneficiaries during the turn-over ceremonies held at the gymnasium
of the two towns.
The salaries of TUPAD
beneficiaries could be claimed
at any branch of DOLE’s partner-money remittance center.
“Beneficiaries will not have

to worry anymore of the service
charge since it is already being
taken care of by the DOLE,” said
Lagahid, who also welcomed
the presence of Ronda Mayor
Mariano Terence Y. Blanco and
Alcantara Mayor Fritz A. Lastimoso during the turn-over ceremonies graced by Cebu 7th District Rep. Peter John Calderon.

TUPAD is a component of
DOLE Integrated Livelihood
and Emergency Employment
Programs (DILEEP), a community-based package of assistance that provides emergency employment to displaced
workers, underemployed and
seasonal workers. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Cebu needs desalination
plants: Batuhan
A LAWYER who is now
handling issues on public
utilities like power and water
distribution and telecommunications said that when it
comes to generation and distribution, desalination plant
is needed.
Atty. Aristotle “Totol”
Batuhan said that water is
also like the power sector
where there is generation,
transmission, distribution,
and retail.
“This is something of an
advocacy for me. I think of
all the discussions especially developmental issues and
plans for our country, in general, even in the entire world,
environment should have
already stayed in front and
center stage,” Batuhan said.
“If we talk about any
project, we should include in
our discussion the environment, our protection to environment which is important
because in the aspect of water, and for a long time, we
continue to dig groundwater

DESALINATION PLANT IN SINGAPORE

or deep well versus surface
water like sea or manmade.,”
Batuhan said.
He said that if we look
back, we can see that the
price of desalination plant

is going down. It is not anymore as expensive as before.
“We look at the experience of Singapore, a tiny
state country but its main
source of water is desali-

nated. Singaporeans took
their water needs from Malaysia but later transferred
to desalination. Even if the
desalination cost is higher,
they must go for it. For me,

we must go for desalination,” Batuhan said.
He said that if he is not
mistaken, 97 percent of the
water distributed by Metropolitan Cebu Water District
(MCWD) comes from underground water. For me, that is
not at all healthy and because
of over extraction of groundwater, it is now salty.
“We should look for environment friendly and sustainable source of water. We
should have surface water
either from the river or dam,
and desalinated surface water,” Batuhan said.
He is proud that he was
the transaction lawyer of
Maynilad and Manila Water in bringing water to the
MCWD franchise area.
He said desalination is
environmentally friendly and
sustainable.
In distributing water to
the people, we should find
an environment-friendly and
sustainable water source.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bringing back US bases not possible: Teodoro
FORMER Department
of National Defense (DND)
Secretary Gilbert “Gibo”
Teodoro said that at present, there is no possibility
of bringing back the United
States (US) military bases in
the country as deterrent to
foreign aggressors.
Teodoro who is also a former congressman said that
the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that no foreign bases shall be allowed in
Philippine territory.

“There must be a constitutional amendment to allow
US military bases back in the
country,” Teodoro said.
The military bases of
the United States of America (USA) were kicked out
through a Senate resolution
during the presidency of then
President Corazon C. Aquino.
The growing call to reinstall the US military bases in
the Philippines began when
China intruded the Philippine territory by illegally

building structures at West
Philippine Sea.
On the other hand, Teodoro said that the Philippine military is stronger at
present compared to the past
decades.
Several years ago, then
Senator Rodulfo Biazon
passed a law for military
modernization, mandating
the Philippine government to
provide at least P35 billion a
year to cover its expenses.
“We had bases modern-

ization, bases conversion development law, and military
modernization law. There
must be funds for it year by
year based on a list, a capability upgrade program, approved by Congress. So the
government allocates funds
for that annually,” Teodoro
said.
The problem, he said, is
that, the P35 billion a year is
just a small budget especially
for high-tech weapons that
the Philippine military need-

ed. Secondly, the salaries of
personnel of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP),
including their pension increased. And this should be
given attention first.
The source of funding for
these purposes is the military bases lands converted
into commercial use. There
is no one-time funding for it.
The government must spend
money every year for capital
investment for that. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Women still face violence, discrimination
THE women’s group Lihok Filipina Foundation Inc.
and Kaabag Sugbo have released a position paper from
the Voices of Women Dialogue Series on Gender-Responsive Policies and Programs.
This was also presented
during the Voices of Women:
A Dialogue with Policymakers
on March 30, 2021 in Cebu

City.
It said that the Philippines has come a long way in
creating a gender equal and
safe society where women
have more opportunities for
self-actualization.
Despite
this progress, many women
and girls still face violence,
discrimination, and exclusion from participating in
decision-making processes.

The pandemic has also exposed the vulnerabilities of
systems and mechanisms set
up to protect and promote the
rights and welfare of women
and girls.
To complement the Study
on COVID-19 and Its Impact
on Women and Girls in Cebu,
a series of six dialogues was
conducted in March 2021
with community-based wom-

en and civil society organizations.
These
conversations,
which were held in March 13,
20 and 27, 2021, were held
with participants representing the differentiated needs of
women: as solo parents, teens
and the elderly, rural farm
workers, formal and informal
labor, people with disabilities,
and service providers.

The conversations aimed
at 1) surfacing the different
experiences of women in
the time of COVID-19 and
the governance regime that
characterized local and national crisis governance and
2) generate recommendations on better pandemic/
crisis response management
and recovery. PR/ELIAS O.
BAQUERO
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Sinulog woes
Do not blame government red tape for the five
months delay in releasing the P50,000 grand
prize for Sinulog Idol
All Star Grand Champion Melody Hodgson.
The program host Sam
Costanilla also revealed
that other winners, the
production crew, show
managers, and the hosts
Weekly Notes
still need to receive their Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
winnings and honoraria.
Just blame perhaps negligence and incompetence?
Both Cebu City Mayor Edgar Labella and Vice Mayor
Mike Rama, like the rest of Cebuanos, knew all along the
Interagency Task Force (IATF) had ordered Sinulog-related activities cancelled. The so-called challenge of justifying with the Commission on Audit (COA) an allocation for
Sinulog 2021 activities (if true) should have been known
way back in January.
I am assuming that the mayor and his vice mayor are
on top of managing the affairs of Cebu City, especially the
Sinulog. I worked with the Sinulog Foundation Inc. (SFI)
in 2018 and 2019. I personally observed then mayor Tomas Osmeña closely monitoring Sinulog activities. I suppose both Mayor Labella and Vice Mayor Rama also did the
same, instead of quarreling. But then, there is also another
possible explanation -- negligence.
Diving deeper, I just want to ask if somebody requested
the Cebu City Council for a budget for Sinulog 2021 activities. I cannot understand why Cebu City Hall will have a
problem with COA. Unless perhaps they are acting on this
only now. Hmmm. Do I smell incompetence?
But then, Sam Costanilla is a political ally. A little silence from his end should keep the unsavory details off the
record while spin doctors remedy the situation. Unfortunately, even the damage control is a mess.
Delayed vaccines
Had somebody failed to incompetently “drop the ball”
while another pressed for Chinese vaccines first, the country could have begun injecting Pfizer vaccines in November 2020 yet. We could have begun early along with global
frontrunners like the United States. Unfortunately, incompetent old men messed the vaccination program.
While most Filipinos prefer Pfizer and Moderna than
Sinovac, these incompetent old men mandated that LGUs
should not announce the names of vaccines available at vaccination centers. Woe to OFWs going to countries like Saudi
Arabia that do not recognize Sinovac.
There is also another concern, a more local one. A supposedly competent local executive insists on opening the
economy especially tourism instead of giving priority to
vaccination. More on this in future columns.
(Emmanuel N. Mongaya is the co-founder and director
for strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also a
member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines
or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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The future of Sinulog
The less than stelar staging of the Sinulog in 2020
and the gross delay in the
payment of prizes for Sinulog Idol winners and other
expenses should worry Cebuanos, to say the least.
To recall, the Sinulog in
2018 and 2019 were events
Cebuanos could be proud
of as we supposedly go into
the celebration of the 500th
anniversary of the Christianization of the Philippines this
year.
Those were years when
Sinulog organizers successfully developed Plaza Independencia as a giant celebration area where people who
attended the novenas and
masses could go, relax, and
enjoy the fiesta atmosphere.
Record attendance of the
various Sinulog activities especially the procession, the
Sinulog parade, and nightly
events at Plaza Independen-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

cia and Fuente Osmeña, were
noted.
The Sinulog Foundation
Inc. saw a record income
from sponsors, ticket sales,
and official vendors.
In addition, Sinulog
2018 and 2019 could be remembered as Cebu City festivals that went digital with
the emergence of the Sinulog
app.
However, Sinulog 2020
was a disappointment. The
organizers under then the
Sinulog Governing Board
failed to organize the vendors at the Plaza Independencia. The income from the
sponsors, ticket sales, and
other activities significantly
dropped. Even the buntings
that usually filled Cebu City
streets starting December
were so sparse and wanting.
Sinulog 2021 turned out
to be worse. While Dinagyang 2021 was successful as
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a digital event in Iloilo City,
the Inter-Agency Task Force
(IATF) cancelled Sinulog activities. And Sinulog 2021
was supposed to be the start
of the 500th anniversary of
the Christianization of the
country.
Yes, there were activities
that pushed through before
the cancellation. But Cebu
City officials failed to oversee
the conclusion of such events
like the distribution of the
prizes, honoraria, and other
expenses.
Today, five months after
the event, city officials are
still scrambling on how to
produce the payments.
Thus, there is now a legitimate concern for the future
of Sinulog. Will the same set
of Cebu City leaders bring
back the glory of the Sinulog?
Will sponsors and stakeholders still believe in the Sinulog
brand?
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Virgin Galactic moves one step closer
to commercial space flights
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Flying at Mach 3 and
reaching more than 55
miles above the Earth Saturday, British billionaire
Sir Richard Branson’s private spaceship company
Virgin Galactic Holdings
Inc (SPCE.N) completed its
first manned space flight
from its new home port in
New Mexico. This is a milestone in Branson’s near
two-decades effort to create
a commercial “spaceline”
to take paying customers

into outer space. Touted as
the first human spaceflight
from the state, Branson’s
SpaceShipTwo craft lifted off in the desert about
45 miles northeast of Las
Cruces, New Mexico, about
10:35 a.m. About 50 minutes later, traveling at more
than 2,300 miles an hour,
it reached a height NASA
recognizes as space and attained suborbital flight status. Branson shared videos
of the flight on social media
and said on Twitter, “Delighted to be on the flightline to Virgin Galactic’s first
human spaceflight from the
majestic Spaceport America.” On the flight deck
were CJ Sturckow and Dave
Mackay who reached space,
while Kelly Latimer and
Michael Masucci piloted a
carrier plane that helped
the craft lift off, the company said. The space plane,
which can hold six passengers, glided to a landing

on a runway safely with its
two pilots about 11:45 a.m.
Branson founded the company in 2004 and this is the
third time his company reported reaching space. (Reuters)
oOo
This week’s rousing
stock market debut of dairy
alternative Oatly underlines
anew people’s enduring appetite for vegan products. If
anything, that hunger has
grown during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Following
a
heady NASDAQ debut on
Thursday and another surge
in Friday’s (May 21) session,
the Swedish food company is
now valued at about US$13
billion, a lofty level for one
that took in US$421 million
in revenues last year from
sales of oat-based milk, ice
cream and other products
not made with space-age
technology. Oatly is far from
alone in the emerging space.
Earlier this month, Nestle

launched a new non-dairy
milk made with peas, adding
to a slate of plant-based options for burgers, sausages
and tuna. At its vast chain of
coffee shops, Starbucks now
offers four creamers made
from something other than
cow’s milk: soy, almonds,
coconut and, since March,
oats. And in Singapore,
since December consumers
have the option to purchase
lab-grown chicken composed from animal muscle
cells. (CNA/AFP)
oOo
A Dubai-based project
described as the first industrial scale, solar-driven
green hydrogen facility in
the Middle East and North
Africa has been inaugurated, with those behind the
development hoping it will
help catalyze the region’s
renewable energy sector.
In a statement Wednesday, Siemens Energy said
power for the pilot project

— a collaboration with the
Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority and Expo 2020
Dubai — would come from
the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Solar Park, a
vast solar facility slated to
have a production capacity of 5,000 megawatts by
2030. Described by the International Energy Agency
as a “versatile energy carrier,” hydrogen has a diverse
range of applications and
can be deployed in sectors
such as industry and transport. It can be produced in
several ways. One method
includes using electrolysis, with an electric current
splitting water into oxygen
and hydrogen. If the electricity used in the process
comes from a renewable
source, such as wind or solar, then some call it “green”
or “renewable” hydrogen.
(CNBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Father of Bahug-Bahug Sa Mactan

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Many may have thought
about it, but it was David S.
Odilao who had the courage
and brilliancy to make it a
reality. The first reenactment
was on April 27, 1979. It was
also Sir Boy who convinced
President Marcos to issue
“Proclamation No. 1845.
This declared April 27 every year as “Battle of Mactan
Day” and April 28 as a special
public holiday in Lapu-Lapu
City and Cebu Province.
April 27, 1979 was the
458th year marking the battle of Mactan which produced
the Philippines first national
hero, Lapulapu. April 27,
1979 also marked the anniversary of the promulgation
of the charter of Lapu-lapu
City.
The celebration of this
event was an important feature in the promotion of
tourism in Lapu-Lapu City
and the province of Cebu.
The Presidential Decree
of Marcos could also be aptly called as the “Odilao’s Bahug-Bahug sa Mactan Presidential Decree”. The later

or succeeding congressional
enactments or presidential
orders are not just a legal superfluity but a desecration of
legal precedence and history.
Today’s local and national officials do not have
to conjure or invent “Mactan
Days”, especially the “special
working holiday” which is
a legal comedy but to assert
that every April 28 as Special
Public Holiday .
Odilao’s Bahug Bahug sa
Mactan ’80 cast.
The second year of the
Bahug Bahug sa Mactan with
David Odilao, then Regional
Director of Ministry of Youth
and Sports Development,
Region VII leading the event,
sought the counsel of true
and genuine Cebuano historians: Dr. Resil Mojares,
PH.D (now National Artist
on Literature)and D.M. Estabaya for the Historical Research.
Mr. Bert Alpasa as Lapulapu, Mr. Danny Weineke
as Fernando de Magallanes,
Engr. Jose Sala as Giovanni
Antonio Figafetta, Ms. Rose

Briones as Bulakna (wife of
Lapulapu), Major Ciriaco
Canete as Datu Mangal (Father of Lapulapu), Mr. Joey
Guingguing as The Interpreter with the 3rd Infantry Division, PA and Doce Paris Club
as Warriors.
The
Tribes:
TRIBO
TAGAPULO (Cebu Central
Colleges now U.C.)led by
Martini Biton as Datu Lintogon, TRIBO SUBA-AN (Cebu
School of Arts and Trades,
now CTU) led by Reynaldo
Bolatete as Datu Sampung
Baha, TRIBO TIGHABAGAT
(Cebu Institute of Technology) led Valentino Abarquez
as Datu Sinipsipan, TRIBO
TAGA-BATO (Southwestern
University)led by Danny Laynol as Datu Dumangsul Abdul-Dinagsa, TRIBO TAGA
PIKAS-DAGAT
(University of San Carlos) led by Rey
Bonjoc as Balialho, TRIBO
TINDAK BUKID (University of Southern Philippines)
led by Antonio Padriga Jr. as
Sandigan and TRIBO MAKTAN (Barangay Maktan) led
by Basilio Oyao. It was Di-

rected by Assistant Regional Director Loreto M. Palapos. Coordination was Mrs.
Fredeswinda T. Mendoza,
Continuity by Mr. Namor F.
Balandra, Musical Scoring by
Evencio B. Gallego, Sound by
Jesus Labrador and Sound
Effects by Emilio Cabatingan
Jr.
The utter display of historical ignorance which is
the by-product of arrogance
during the supposedly memorable 500th year celebration (2021) by a guest, frustratingly compounded by the
applause of those present is
murdering Lapulapu’s soul.
The wise always seek the
counsel of the wisdom of the
old. Sir Boy’s guidance is a
must, Lapulapu city officials
must humble themselves and
see the light of the Flame
Keepers of Cebuano history
and pride. Why stupidly listen to pseudo or fake historians from Imperial Manila,
saboteurs of the Cebuano
heritage and history, when
the Old Guards of Cebuano
history are there to guide us?
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Qualified Rape

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

For a person to be successfully charged for the
crime of qualified rape, this
must written clearly in the
information itself. Failure
to do so would certainly
suffer infirmity favoring the
accused. Such is the case of
People of the Philippines vs.
Edgardo Estrada G.R. No.
178318, January 15, 2010.

In this case the Supreme
Court laid down that a person can be property charged
for qualified rape, the circumstance that accused appellant is a relative of the
victims by consanguinity or
affinity within the third civil
degree must be mentioned.
In July 1997, at Barangay x x x, in the Municipality of Atimonan, Province
of Quezon, Philippines and
within the jurisdiction of
this Honorable Court, the
above-named accused, who
is the uncle of the offended
party, with lewd design, by
means of force, threats and
intimidation, did then and
there willfully, unlawfully,
and feloniously have carnal knowledge of one AAA,
a minor, 12 years of age,
against her will.
On August 16, 2002,
the trial court found the
accused guilty of qualified
rape on two counts and sen-

tenced him to suffer the supreme penalty of death.
The CA affirmed the decision of the trial court with
modification finding the
appellant guilty of simple
rape. The Court of Appeals
opined that mere allegation
in the information that the
appellant was the victim’s
uncle would not suffice to
satisfy the special qualifying
circumstance of relationship. It must be categorically stated that appellant is a
relative within the 3rd civil
degree by consanguinity or
affinity.
Hence this appeal. The
main issue of this case was
whether or not appellant
should be held liable for
qualified rape qualifying
the relationship as stated in
the information.
The Court in this case
laid down a constitutional edict that an accused to
be guilty of qualified rape

the relationship of the victim and the accused must
be properly and clearly laid
and stated in the information.
In this instant case the
Court ruled that the accused
can be guilty of two counts
of simple rape. It ruled
since in this instant case, it
was clearly established by
the prosecution that on two
occasions in July 1997, the
victim was sexually abused
by appellant through force
and intimidation, against
her will and without her
consent, hence the court
convicted him for rape.
However, as regards the
allegation that appellant
is an uncle of the victim,
we agree with the Court of
Appeals that the same did
not sufficiently satisfy the
requirements of Art. 335 of
the Revised Penal Code, i.e.,
it must be succinctly stated
that appellant is a relative

within the 3rd civil degree
by consanguinity or affinity.
It is immaterial that appellant admitted that the victim is his niece. In the same
manner, it is irrelevant that
AAA testified that appellant
is her uncle.
The circumstance that
accused-appellant is a relative of the victims by consanguinity or affinity within
the third civil degree must
be alleged in the information. In the case at bar, the
allegation that accused-appellant is the uncle of private complainants was not
sufficient to satisfy the special qualifying circumstance
of relationship. It was necessary to specifically allege
that such relationship was
within the third civil degree. Hence, accused-appellant can only be convicted of simple rape. Write us
at carillogerry@yahoo.
com.ph

Health risks and shortage of skilled workers
hamper construction

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

One of the vulnerable
sectors which the COVID-19
pandemic has devastated
the most is the construction industry. Its impact has
been significant due to the
abrupt decline in economic
activities. The imposition of
stringent health protocols
to contain the spread of the
virus, resulted on increased
project supply chain disruptions which have led the

sector’s contraction and the
corresponding impact on
the labor force.
“Increased health risks
associated with the health
crisis have exacerbated decent work deficits in the
sector. The pandemic has
impacted the construction
sector significantly,” stated
the International Labor Organization (ILO) Brief.
Thus, the ILO in its document clearly emphasized,
among others, that Occupational Safety and Health
(OSH) risk control measures
are essential to reduce risks
generated by construction
activities.
“COVID-19 related risks
control includes day-to-day
measures, such as enforcing social distancing, wearing masks, additional hand
washing, temperature checking for workers and visitors,
and information, instruction
and training for workers as
well as reduction of the onsite workforce through shift
rotation, containment and
contact tracing procedures
for workers in highly concen-

trated workspaces.”
Bringing the issue at the
worksite level. Sadly, the
majority of the workers in
construction sites are vulnerable to health risks infection due to non-observance
of health protocols. The
mandatory wearing of personal protective equipment
(PPE) is compromised, commented the fiery spokesman
of the Associated Labor
Unions (ALU), an affiliate of
the Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (TUCP),
Alan A. Tanjusay.
Another issue of equal
importance raised by the labor union official is the cost
sharing disputes over safety
measures such as COVID-19
testing which remains a big
problem. Though most employers or contractors and
even project coordinators
contributed to testing expenses, lately contractors
have not been paying the
cost, Tanjusay noted.
On this, a clear violation
of the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE)
Labor Advisory 18, which

stated, that the prevention
and control of COVID-19 virus in a specific workplace,
business or industry shall be
borne by the employer.
Accordingly, it emphasized that employers, contractors and subcontractors
or their principals, should
shoulder expenses in the
conduct of the following
prevention and control measures; such as, testing of
employees; disinfection of
facilities; provision of hand
sanitizers; procurement of
PPEs, like facemasks; putting of signages; and other
measures necessary to fight
and protect the workers and
employees.
Apparently, these minimum health standards
are contained in the Joint
DOLE - DTI (Department of
Trade and Industry) Interim Guidelines on Workplace
Prevention and Control of
COVID-19, dated April 30,
2020.
Likewise, a similar Department Order No. 35,
dated may 3, 2020 was issued on Construction Safe-

ty Guidelines for the Implementation of all DPWH
(Department
of
Public
Works and Highways) projects during the health crisis
and a Department Memorandum No 2020-0220,
dated May 11, 2020, on the
Interim Guidelines for the
Return-To-Work, issued by
the Department of Health
(DOH).
The problem on the
shortage of skilled workers,
the Philippine Construction
Association (PCA) has pointed out that even before the
pandemic it was already a recurring problem and it worsened during the health crisis
due to the imposed stringent measures, resulting on
movement restrictions.
A notable suggestion
from a labor official to attract more workers in the
industry is to improve compensation package as well
as prioritization of those essential workers for vaccines
to get the economy going.
Under the IAFT category,
construction workers belong
to A4 sector.
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‘Educate before you
inoculate’ policy advised

THE Department of
Health should launch an extensive education drive to
inform the public of the importance of getting vaccinated, regardless of the brand.
Senator Joel Villanueva, chair of the Senate labor committee, said this is
way better than enforcing
a policy of not disclosing
the name of the brand of
COVID-19 vaccine to give to
the people.
“Vaccine
agnosticism
will not work without vaccine advocacy. We should
educate before we inoculate.
Sadly, much still needs to
be done in this area. There
is only one vaccine against
fake news and that is truth
told in a convincing manner,” Villanueva said.
The DOH announced
it will enforce a “brand agnostic policy” and require
local governments not to an-

nounce the brand of vaccine
it will administer at a certain
vaccination site. This move
was triggered by incidents
in Manila and Parañaque,

where many people trooped
to Pfizer-made vaccine inoculations.
“But the bigger problem
is not brand rejection among

the people, but vaccine hesitancy in general. The biggest
are low stock and slow roll
out. Thus, informed choice
cannot be substituted with

a ‘take-it-or-leave-it’ policy,”
said Villanueva.
The senator lamented
that a lot of people still have
false impression about getting the COVID-19 vaccine,
influencing their and their
family’s decision not to get
vaccinated at all.
A display of unity, Villanueva said, between the
country’s two highest public
officials on the issue of getting vaccinated would also
do more to change the hearts
and minds of the people.
“This is the kind of ad
that will be effective in convincing a large part of our
population that vaccines are
safe,” Villanueva said.
“This is the kind of premiership we perceive to be
effective in countering fake
news. Both are vaccine recipients, and are living proof
that vaccines do no harm,”
Villanueva added.

BPO workers included in A4 vax priority list
WORKERS in the business process outsourcing
(BPO) sector are now included in the government’s
A4 coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) vaccination priority list.
Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez said this will further
stimulate economic recovery,
noting that the BPO sector is
one of the economic activities that support the economy as its operations remain
open despite quarantine lockdowns.
“This is helping the economy in its recovery efforts, in

saving jobs, and
contribution
to dollar revenue generation.
That, in turn, is
helping solidify
further the economic
fundamentals of the
country and stable credit rating
for the country,”
Lopez said.
The DTI has
endorsed
the
inclusion of BPO workers in
the A4 priority group.
“The Inter-Agency Task

Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-EID) supported

the move after
DTI presented
justifications on
the importance
of BPO in the
economy, citing huge contribution in export revenues,
reaching close
to USD30 billion a year, bigger than overseas
Filipino
workers’(OFWs’
) remittances,” he said.
A DTI attached agency, the Philippine Economic

Zone Authority (PEZA), has
also requested IATF-EID to
include the sector in the next
group to be prioritized for
Covid-19 vaccines.
Lopez said the BPO sector “didn’t lay off workers
and even continued to hire
during this pandemic.”
The country is one of the
biggest BPO players globally,
directly employing 1.32 million people and creating four
million indirect jobs.
“We cannot afford to disrupt its very good momentum,
especially in this time of the
pandemic,” he added.

Processing of AFP, PNP benefit claims streamlined
REGIONAL
one-stop
shops and an online claims
system will soon be to speed
up the processing of benefit
claims by uniformed personnel.
A joint circular creating a task force overseeing
streamlining efforts for the
processing of claims from the
military and police signed by
various agencies.

Anti-Red Tape Authority
(ARTA) Undersecretary Carlos F. Quita said the regional claims processing centers
will be set up in the third
quarter, while integration of
processes into an online system will be installed in the
fourth quarter.
“The very purpose of this
is to improve existing systems and integrate them into

one streamlined system that
can be managed both at the
local and national level that
allows claimants to access
the system online,” he said.
Said circular was signed
by representatives from
ARTA, the Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG), the National
Police Commission(Napolcom), Philippine Statistics

Authority (PSA), Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AFP), the Philippine National Police (PNP), the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG),
the Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP), and the Bureau of Jail
Management and Penology
(BJMP).
The task force is in
charge of fast-tracking death
benefit claims and other

entitlements for personnel
and their legal beneficiaries,
which ARTA Director General Jeremiah B. Belgica said
required travel to the capital.
“Some of them even travel from provinces to Metro
Manila and spend money
from their own pockets in
order to obtain the benefits
that their honorable loved
ones left them,” he said.

8 May 24 - 30, 2021

Cebu Business Week

BUSINESS

CHED censured for pushing
flexible learning as new normal
YOUTH groups criticized
the Commission on Higher Education’s (CHED) on its decision to continue implementing
flexible learning in the coming
years, saying it would worsen
problems that students and
teachers face under the new
setup.
National Union of Students
of the Philippines National
President Jandeil Roperos said
the new policy would aggravate
the financial, mental and emotional hardships that confront
students with flexible learning.
It would also “jeopardize
the quality education that is
their right,” Roperos said.
“Face-to-face classes remain to be the most inclusive
and accessible option for education. If CHED wishes to pursue prolonged flexible learning,

do they at least give gadget and
connection assistance to those
in need?” she said.
The Kabataan Party-list
described the new policy as a
“gross negligence of duty to the
education sector.”
“Teachers and students

struggle with lacking internet
infrastructure and modular
learning,” the group said.
It also called on the commission to “support calls to
provide student and teacher
subsidies and to allocate funding for the safe return to face-

to-face classes.”
Kabataan Rep. Sarah Elago
said not all students and teachers who have complied with
flexible learning “have adjusted
to the current learning set-up
which is still far from flexible.”
“It has taken a toll on stu-

dents and teachers’ health and
well-being as they struggle
with online classes, experiencing stress and anxiety amid the
health and economic crises,”
she said in a Twitter post.
Many students and teachers have complained of unreliable internet connectivity and
excessive workload due to the
new mode of instruction.
CHED Chairman Prospero
de Vera said the commission
has adopted a policy to continue flexible learning even after
the pandemic.
Bringing back face-to-face
classes will expose educational
stakeholders to the “same risks
if another pandemic comes in”
and “would have wasted all the
investments in technology, in
teacher training, in the retrofitting of our facilities,” he said.

Domestic newsprint industry on shaky ground
THE domestic newsprint
industry has implemented its
committed adjustment plans,
but inadequate safeguard duty
protection, declining demand
due to digitalization and the
pandemic have dealt final blow
to the local industry.
This was the conclusion
the Tariff Commission (TC)
arrived at in its final evaluation
report on the “Effectiveness of
actions taken by the Philippine
Newsprint Industry to Facilitate its Positive Adjustment to
Import Competition.”
Based on its findings, the
TC noted the industry position
as represented by Trust International Paper Corp. (TIPCO)

partly blaming the past leadership of the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) for
the current state of the domestic industry as it only granted
small safeguard duty protection than what was recommended.
The TC recommended a
specific duty of P2,470 per MT
as the form of safeguard measure, but DTI came out with
its own computation/s of only
P980/ MT for the first year,
P800/MT for the second year,
and P 640/MT for the third
year.
TC said that TIPCO has
implemented almost all its adjustment measures except for,

the Pulper Upgrade project
which was put on hold.
“The lower final safeguard
duty imposed by DTI forced
the company to delay the implementation of this project,”
TIPCO said.
The safeguard duty on
newsprint implemented from
mid-2015 to mid-2018 helped
regulate newsprint importation. The domestic industry’s
market shares also improved
from 33 percent to 62 percent.
It also allowed the industry
to become the dominant player
in the market in 2017 and 2018,
increase its production and
sales, improve its capacity utilization, manage its manufactur-

ing costs, grow labor productivity, and improve its price competitiveness vis-à-vis imports.
But when the tariff protection was lifted in May 2018,
imports increased and cut into
the market share of the domestic industry; production,
sales and labor productivity
declined, and the gap between
domestic selling prices and the
landed costs of imported newsprint widened.
Not to mention, the drastic
global shift in consumer preference from print media to digital media removed newsprint
as a major segment of the paper industry.
The latest blow to the in-

dustry was the COVID-19 pandemic. The industry projected
very little market demand for
their products in the foreseeable future and continued operations will no longer be viable. From 5 local manufacturers of newsprint in 2013, only
two were left in 2021.
Hence, TIPCO made the
difficult decision of shutting
down and closing all manufacturing operations on 30 June
2020.
“The death of the industry could have been delayed or
prevented if other government
agencies upheld the recommendation of the Commission,” the TC report noted.

National electrification chief told to face Ombud charges
THE Presidential Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC)
has filed graft charges against
National Electrification Administration (NEA) chief Edgardo
Masongsong before the Office of
the Ombudsman (OMB).
PACC chairman Greco Belgica revealed that his agency
has charged Masongsong with
violation of the Anti-Graft and
Corrupt Practices Act and Omnibus Election Code for allegedly
allowing electric cooperatives to
contribute funds for a party-list

campaign in the 2019 elections.
Carriers Utilities Consumers Alliance Inc.-No to Excessive Authority-Alliance of Dissatisfied Consumer Movement
(CUCA Inc.-Nea-Adcom), a
consumer group based in Visayas and Mindanao has advised Masongsong to face his
graft charges, instead of calling
it “baseless and malicious”.
Jake Harrison Yap of the
group’s Cebu and Bohol chapter, Roy Cordova of Negros
Island, Engr. Armando Kee of

Central Mindanao, Julius Amper of Davao Regions, Bert Tito
Pal of Caraga Region, and Leo
Serafin Candil of Zamboanga
City issued a statement supporting Belgica’s decision to
raise the case before the OMB.
“We are the complainants
to the case before the Office of
the Ombudsman by the (PACC)
against (NEA) Administrator
Edgardo Masongsong. And we
feel insulted when we learned
of the respondent’s media response to the PACC’s move,

calling it “baseless and malicious”,” their statement read.
PACC alleged that electric
cooperatives issued board resolutions authorizing the use of
funds for Philippine Rural Electric Cooperatives Association’s
(Philreca) bid for a party-list
seat in 2019 polls, now occupied
by Rep. Presley de Jesus.
De Jesus is facing charges as
well, of violating the Anti-Graft
and Corrupt Practices Act (Republic Act 3019) filed by the National Association of Electricity

Consumers for Reforms Inc. before the Ombudsman for holding on to his post as president of
a local electric cooperative while
already a member of Congress.
In a statement posted on
the NEA website on May 13, Masongsong refuted the allegations
as “baseless and malicious”, saying that no public funds were
used to finance the campaign of
the Philreca party-list during the
2019 elections. He added that
this matter can easily be verified
from the records of the NEA.
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Why MCWD favored
desalination?

CHAIRMAN
Jose
“Joey” Daluz of the Metropolitan Cebu Water District
(MCWD) said that they favored the desalination plant
because while the proposed
Mananga River Dam will
yield 100mld, it will take
eight to 10 years to build.
Daluz, a lawyer and an
economic adviser of Cebu
City Mayor Edgardo C. Labella said the Lusaran Dam
is ongoing construction but
will yield only 15mld and
will operate by 2023.
“There are small bodies of water in the area but
it’s not financially doable.
Ground water needs rehabilitation as contamination and over-extraction is
imminent. Desalination is
being accepted all over the
world. It is sustainable,”
Daluz said.
Daluz said that as of

now, subsidized water
in MCWD
is P18 per
cubic meter or P180
per 10 cubic meters.
With desalinated water
coming next
year,
the
cost is between P23
to P25.
Daluz
added that
with scarce
water now,
people are
buying
at
P60 to P80
per
cubic
meter. But,
with desalination, there is
water and cheaper.
“We cannot wait for

eight years for the dam to
be constructed. But we are
also starting the process

for the construction of
Mananga
dam,” Daluz said.
“If there
are
funds
from
the
National
Government, it will
still
take
eight years
more or less
before the
dam
will
operate,”
Daluz said.
He added that a
lot of our
commercial
establishments have
deep wells resulting to over
extraction of ground water
and then there is the nitrite

from human waste from
domestic septic tank which
contaminates further. Then
the seawater is seeping in
because of less pressure
from ground water so we
need to stop or regulate
deep wells.
So, Daluz said ground
water extraction cannot
sustain the growing cities
and municipalities in providing water.
“As of now, the demand
for water is 520 mld and
MCWD production is only
240mld. There is a big gap.
From 2010 to 2020, there
was only one new source
of water. The Carmen Luyang water which generated
35mld,” Daluz said.
He said countries like
America, Australia and the
Middle East have desalinated
water as a primary source of
water. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu City readies mass vaccination in June
THE Cebu City Government has received advice
from the national government to get ready for the
mass vaccination.
Councilor Dave Tumulak and City Health Officer,
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones confirmed
this development.

Tumulak said the city is
looking for additional vaccination centers to accommodate more individuals who
want to receive the shots.
“As of now, we found
three viable options as vaccination centers. But we
cannot disclose their exact

locations yet since these are
still under discussions,” Tumulak said.
Ibones urged Cebu City
residents to register online
so they can be part of the
city’s master list.
“We will be submitting
the master list to the na-

Biz owners must retrofit
BUSINESS
establishment owners have been forewarned to retrofit their businesses to conform to the safety protocols for customers.
Cebu City Mayor Edgardo
Labella has explicitly directed business establishments
through an executive order
to modify their physical setup to conform to health protocols on capacity and physical distancing to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.
The Cebu City Police Office (CCPO), the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC)
and the Business Permit
and Licensing Office (BPLO)
have intensified inspection of
several establishments.
Lt. Col. Wilbert Parilla,

CCPO deputy chief for operations, said that during inspections by the BPLO, EOC
and CCPO personnel, several
establishments registered as
“resto-bars” were found to be
actually operating as “bars”
with physical arrangements
not in conformity to their actual activity which is purely
entertainment while serving
liquor.
Resto-bars here are serving food and liquor while
bars are mainly serving liquor and offering entertainment to their customers,
Parilla noted.
Parilla said the city could
order the suspension of their
operations if they would continue to defy the show cause

order.
Lawyer Jared Limquiaco,
head of BPLO, said they have
“verbally ordered” establishments to retrofit their businesses in conformity to the
safety protocols for customers.
“Usually, the suggested
changes range from changing the set-up in the venue,
arrange the tables, open their
windows, among others,”
Limquiaco said.
Already, one club’s operation has been suspended
because of its violation.
Police stations were instructed to monitor the compliance of these establishments with the order, Parilla
said.

tional government because
this will serve as basis for
our vaccine allocation. They
will determine how many
vaccines the LGU (local government unit) can receive
through the master list,” explained Ibones.
Rollout of the COVID-19
vaccines in Cebu City, for
medical frontliners, senior
citizens, and individuals
with comorbidities, is still
ongoing as of May 24.
Close to 35,000 individuals have already been vaccinated. The city aims to inoculate at least 700,000 residents here to achieve herd
immunity.
But as of May, Ibones
said only around 130,000
have successfully registered
and formally gave their consent to be vaccinated against
COVID-19.
“But the figures still grow

each day, and at least we already made progress than
having nothing at all. We’re
hopeful with the mass vaccination come this June, we
will be able to fast track our
goals,” explained Ibones.
Aside from the need to
establish more vaccination
sites, and encourage more
people to get themselves inoculated, Cebu City officials
also need more manpower
for the mass vaccination.
Tumulak said once mass
vaccination starts, they
needed at least 40 medical
personnel including nurses
and doctors per site.
“We also need ushers
or usherettes to guide those
who will be vaccinated, plus
security,” said Tumulak.
Cebu City is part of the
national government’s priority areas for the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.
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CCLEX project now
70% complete
THE 8.5-kilometer Cebu-Cordova Link Expressway will soon be open to
motorists as its overall engineering, procurement, and
construction (EPC) works
on the project are now 70
percent complete.
The Cebu-Cordova Link
Expressway Corp. (CCLEC)
said the bridge is expected
to be substantially completed by the end of 2021 and
open to motorists in the
first quarter of 2022.
Allan Alfon, president
and general manager of
CCLEC, said a recent construction milestone is the
completion of the casting of
all 446 NU (Nebraska University) girders required for
the entire stretch of CCLEX.
These girders, the first
produced in the Philippines, are being installed
using the mobile launching
gantry at the Cebu South
Coastal Road (CSCR) on the

ramp and off ramp sections
of CCLEX, as well as on the
Cebu viaduct, Cordova viaduct, and low-lying bridges

on the causeway.
The
CCLEX
is
a
PHP30-billion toll bridge
that will link mainland Cebu

from the SRP in Cebu City
to Mactan island through
the municipality of Cordova.

CCLEX, touted to be a
new landmark in the country, will have two lanes in
each direction that will provide a safe, quick and scenic passage to an estimated
50,000 vehicles daily.
“Not only is CCLEX seen
to reduce traffic in the existing Marcelo Fernan Bridge
and the Mandaue-Mactan
Bridge, making travel more
convenient, it will also spur
trade activities and open
greater economic opportunities for Cebu and the rest
of the Visayas region,” Alfon said.
CCLEX has a design
speed of 80 kilometers per
hour (kph) and a navigational clearance or height of
51 meters to allow large vessels to pass underneath the
bridge.
CCLEX is a project of
CCLEC in partnership with
the local government units
of Cebu City and Cordova.

Rama assures people behind Sinulog Idol 2021 of compensation
“A FIVE-MONTH wait-and beyond--isn’t worth waiting. Too much bureaucratic
red tape is something that
those in high City Hall positions should look into and
stop.”
Sam Costanilla, a longtime emcee of the yearly event,
wrote on his Facebook page
that winners, as well as the
production crew, show managers, and the hosts, have not
been paid their winnings and
honoraria.
Five months have passed
since the 2021 Sinulog Idol
was held but the prizes for the
competition’s winners have
yet to be released by the organizers.
The Sinulog Idol All Star
competition was held in January 10 at SM City Cebu and
was aired online as it was
off-limits to the public.
It was one of the activities
of this year’s Sinulog Festival
that proceeded despite the
festival eventually cancelled
by the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management of
Emerging Infectious Diseas-

settle it first on their level as organizers of this year’s Sinulog.
Rama assured the affected
individuals will receive their
compensation.
“Just hold on for a while.
Dili man sad mawa ang City
Hall (City Hall would not

disappear). We will face that
problem,” Rama told SunStar
Cebu.
Those who participated
in the Sinulog Idol 2021 were
former contenders from the
previous seasons of the competition.

Anti-vending ordinance
needs amendment

SINULOG IDOL WINNERS. GRAND CHAMPION MELODY HODGSON
(THIRD FROM LEFT), 1ST RUNNER-UP: GEN FLORES (FOURTH
FROM LEFT), AND 2ND RUNNER-UP: RALPH MALLAPRE (2ND
FROM LEFT).

esy (IATF-EID).
The Cebu City Government has allotted P22 million
for this year’s Sinulog. The
sum was included in the City’s
2021 annual budget under
City-sponsored activities.
Cebu City Vice Mayor Michael Rama said all the people
involved in Sinulog 2021 will

have to meet and address the
problem.
Rama, the lead convenor
of this year’s Sinulog, refused
to reveal the cause of the delay
in releasing the prizes of the
participants.
He said that although the
budget came from the executive department, he decided to

CEBU City Councilor
Nestor Archival has proposed an ordinance that
would amend City Ordinance No. 1586 or Anti-Vending Ordinance.
Cebu City Ordinance
No. 1586 “prohibits any
person from occupying, appropriating, and/or arrogating unto himself for his
private benefit certain government structures which
are constructed primarily
for public purposes.”
Archival’s
proposes
to widen the scope of Anti-vending to protect the
city’s properties. The pro-

posed ordinance was referred to the Committee on
Laws, Ordinances and Styling for review.

CEBU CITY COUNCILOR
NESTOR ARCHIVAL
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BFAR 7 helps
fisherfolks
in Bohol

THE Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources in Central Visayas (BFAR-7), was
able to help fisherfolks in Bohol improve their livelihood.
Two fisherfolk associations from the towns of Maribojoc and Guindulman in the
province of Bohol were granted fishery projects by BFAR-7)
under its Targeted Actions to
Reduce Poverty and Generate
Economic
Transformation
(TARGET) program
The fisherfolk groups are
Kilusang Pagbabago from Maribojoc town which raised bangus
and Cansiwang-Tabunoc Small
Irrigators Association from the
town of Guindulman which
raised tilapia
The TARGET program
seeks to alleviate the poverty
status among fishing communities by providing them comprehensive livelihood packages.
Candido Samijon, chief of
the BFAR 7’s Bohol Provincial
Fishery Office (PFO), said the
groups were able to reap bountiful harvests from their floating
fish cage projects.
Samijon said these projects
are funded under the stimulus
package, which was authorized
by Republic Act 11494 or the
Bayanihan to Recover as One
Act or Bayanihan II which aims
to boost the country’s aquaculture production.
He said these fishery projects are aimed to support the
livelihood of marginalized fisherfolk especially during this
time of the pandemic, as well as
to sustain the food sufficiency
measures in the region amid the
crisis.

Yap asks Duterte for more
vaccines for Panglao

in Bohol are ready to give it
a try and do our part for economic recovery,” explained
Yap, who was accompanied
by Dauis Mayor and League
of Municipalities in the Philippines (LMP) Bohol Chapter
President Miriam Tocmo Sumaylo.
Earlier, Duterte said that
the public must not be choosy
because he said that the best
vaccine is the available one.
“People under the equal
protection of the laws have
the right to be protected,”
Duterte explained on why
people should not choose the
brands they want and should
be responsible enough to
protect themselves, their
loved ones, and their communities.
Duterte assured Yap that
he will look into the matter
soonest to give his support to
Bohol and tourism.

BOHOL Governor Arthur
C. Yap has asked President
Rodrigo R. Duterte to increase vaccinations for Panglao Island.
In the Regional Peace
and Order Council (RPOC)
meeting held in Dumaguete
last May 24, 2021, Yap batted
for increased vaccinations for
Panglao Island or just a total
150,000 doses for the people
including frontline tourism
workers just so Panglao Island, comprised of the Municipalities or Panglao and
Dauis, can open to tourism
with confidence.
“In the same way that
Thailand is focusing Phuket
and Indonesia is focusing on
Bali, the Philippines can focus
on strategic tourism destinations that can be opened earlier than others. Since other
parts of the country are not as
ready to accept vaccines, we

Total crimes drop 32.28% in first 4 months
TOTAL crimes in Bohol in
the first four months of 2021
dropped to about a thousand
crime cases, compared to the
same period of 2020.
According to Bohol Police Provincial Office Operations Officer Major Norman
Nuez bared that total crimes
in the first four months of
2021 tallied 2,037 or 32.28%
from 3,008 in the same period of 2020.
Nuez reported in lieu of

new Bohol Provincial Police
Chief Police Senior Superintendent Osmundo Salibo,
who was also on his first
PPOC appearance after taking over the command flag in
Bohol last month.
Of the 2,037 total crime
cases in 2021, 1,200 of these
were peace and order incidents, 837 were public safety
incidents;
Of the crimes, theft and
robbery is top concern for

tourism and investment
provinces like Bohol. Authorities tallied a 64 % decrease for theft and robbery,
rape at 50 percent down,
physical injuries at 43 percent, homicide at 71 percent,
motor-napping at 82 percent
and carnapping at 100 percent cut.
PSSupt Salibo has since
completed his inaugural visit to stations and command
conferences with his officers.

He is expected to lay down
his administrative agenda for
Bohol peace and Order and
draw the lines in the police
commitments to the ongoing
state of community quarantine and internal security operations.
President Rodrigo Duterte has issued his order of
ending local communist
armed conflict in his remaining next few months of stay
in power.

HS in Bohol offers solar installation, maintenance to students
THE San Jose National
High School (SJNHS) here
inches its way to become the
district hub of technical and
vocational skills training for
school-based senior high
schools into the electrical installation and maintenance
(EIM) strand for solar power
systems.
Vivant Foundation, the
corporate social responsibility arm of Vivant which is into
renewable energy development, donated solar panels,
solar power installation, and
maintenance tools as well as
support equipment to SJNHS to further upgrade the

school training capability for
its senior high school students.
Here, EIM senior high
school students have the option to go into the niche of
solar power systems field.
The plan is for the graduates
to earn employable skills and
competencies equal to the
standard certifications issued by government technical vocational institution.
With Vivant Foundation’s project Renewable
Energy,
Livelihood
and
Youth (RELY), school authorities said they now save
about P10,000 to P15,000 a

month in diesel and gasoline
fuel expenses for additional learning materials for the
students.
Vivant Foundation Executive Director Shem Jose
Garcia personally turned
over the solar power system
package, including installation and maintenance tools,
to school authorities including DepED Regional Director Dr Salustiano Jimenez,
Bohol Division Supt. Dr. Bianito Dagatan, TESDA Bohol
Chief Engr. Winefredo Salas,
and SJNHS School Principal
Marcelina Bautista.
“A few more tweaks and

SJNHS would be proudly
keeping its tradition of giving employable training to
its graduates who would be
holding the skills to install
and maintain solar power systems,” said Vivant
Foundation’s Liberty Pinili,
shortly after a brief meeting
with the Department of Education (DepED) and Technical Education and Skills
Development
Authority
(TESDA).
Witnessing the ceremony were local officials led by
Cong. Erico Aristotle Aumentado and Talibon Mayor
Janette Garcia.

“With the DepED and the
TESDA now in the loop, we
are looking at two options:
for the school to be designated as a competency testing
center for TESDA or a TESDA-accredited
institution
which can grant National
Certification 2 certificates,”
Pinili shared.
This project brings renewable solar energy technology to off-grid schools in
Bohol’s Second District in a
bid to improve learning in
these deprived communities
leading to improved lives
and advance climate change
mitigation here.
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Einstein’s handwritten letter with
E=mc² equation yields $1.2m
A LETTER written by Albert Einstein containing his
E=mc² equation has sold at
auction in the US for more
than $1.2m (£850,000).
Experts say there are only
three other known examples
of the equation in the physicist’s handwriting.
The equation - energy
equals mass times the speed
of light squared - is a fundamental concept in modern
physics.
It explains the interchangeability of energy and
mass and was first published
in a scientific paper by Einstein in 1905.
This was the only example of the equation in a
private collection and only
became public recently, said
Boston-based RR Auction,
which sold the letter.
“It’s an important letter
from both a holographic and

a physics point of view,” RR
Auction said in a statement,
calling it “the most well-known
equation ever set forth”.
The one-page letter in
German is dated 26 October 1946 and addressed to

Polish-American
physicist
Ludwik Silberstein, who challenged some of Einstein’s theories.
The letter was part of Silberstein’s personal archives,
which were sold by his de-

scendants. It reported the
buyer was identified only as
an anonymous document collector.
Dozens of manuscripts
belonging to Albert Einstein,
many of them unseen in pub-

lic before, have been unveiled
by the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.
More than 110 new documents are now on display
at the university, marking
the 140th anniversary of Einstein’s birth.
The collection includes
scientific work by the Nobel
Prize winner that has never
been published or researched.
It was donated by the
Crown-Goodman
Family
Foundation and purchased
from a private collector in
North Carolina.
The manuscripts contain
an appendix to Einstein’s article on Unified Theory that
had not been seen since 1930.
He spent three decades attempting to unify the forces
of nature into a single theory.
According to the university, the appendix was thought
to be lost.

Remove ‘India variant’ from content, India to social media
THE Indian government
has instructed social media
companies to remove any content that refers to the “Indian
variant” of Covid-19, saying
that the World Health Organization (WHO) listed the variant
as B.1.617 and any reference to
“Indian” was false.
Geographical terms have
been used to describe a number of other variants, including the UK and Brazil.
The country has been hit
hard by the new variant since

late March and is now second only to the US in terms
of overall infections, at more
than 26 million, Covid-related
deaths are close to 300,000,
behind only the US and Brazil,
although some experts believe
India’s fatalities could be considerably higher.
The instruction to social
media companies was carried
in a government order from
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
on Friday.

Platforms were asked to
“remove all the content that
names, refers to, or implies
‘Indian variant’ of coronavirus
from your platform immediately.”
“It has come to our knowledge that a false statement is being circulated online which implies that an ‘Indian variant’ of
coronavirus is spreading across
the countries. This is completely
FALSE,” the same letter said.
B.1.617, a more transmissible variant, was first detected in

Nigeria’s economy grows in Q1 on oil price rise
NIGERIA’S
economy
grew 0.5% in the first quarter, lifted by higher crude
production and oil prices,
as activities slowly gain momentum after its economy
exited its second recession
since 2016 in the fourth
quarter, despite a full-year
contraction in 2020.
Nigeria had been grappling with low growth before
the coronavirus pandemic
triggered a recession and
created large financing gaps,
including dollar shortages
and inflation.
“The Q1 2021 growth rate
was slower than the 1.87%
growth rate recorded in Q1

2020 but higher than 0.11%
recorded in Q4 2020, indicative of a slow but continuous
recovery,” The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said.
Nigeria is inoculating its
200 million citizens, but last
month directed its regions to
stop giving first doses of AstraZeneca vaccines once they
use half their current stock,
to safeguard supply for a second dose.
The NBS said the non-oil
sector, which the government
is trying to make the main
growth sector, rose 0.79% in
the first quarter. Telecoms,
crop production, real estate,
food manufacturing and con-

struction lifted growth in the
quarter.
Crude prices rose above
$70/barrel on Tuesday but
fell on Wednesday on renewed demand concerns as
COVID-19 cases in Asia rose
and fears that rising inflation
might lead the U.S. Federal
Reserve to raise rates, which
could limit growth.
Oil, which accounts for
around two-thirds of Nigerian government revenue and
90% of foreign exchange,
contracted 2.21% in the first
quarter as crude production
rose to 1.72 million barrels
per day from the fourth
quarter.

India last year and has spread
to dozens of countries. A number of nations have severely restricted arrivals from India.
India is a massive market
for social media companies.
Statistics from January show it
is Twitter’s third largest.
India’s government this
year introduced guidelines in-

tended to curb misuse of social
media and the spread of misinformation.
If what is termed “unlawful” material appears on
a platform, the company can
be given a takedown order.
If it does not comply within a
deadline, it can face the possibility of prosecution.

Twitter rolls out new
account verification application
STARTING May 21,
Twitter will roll out a new set
of guidelines in the application and review process for
eligible accounts on its platform.
The following are eligible to apply for a verified
account: Government, companies, brands, and organizations, news organizations
and journalists, entertainment, sports and gaming, activists, organizers, and other
influential individuals
“Today’s application rollout marks the next milestone
in our plans to give more
transparency,
credibility,
and clarity to verification on
Twitter and are intended to
encourage healthy conversa-

tions for the betterment of the
Twitter community overall,”
the platform said.
Applicants must have a
complete account name or a
profile name, a profile image
and either a confirmed email
address or phone number,
accounts must also be active
within the last 6 months and
“have a record of adherence to
the Twitter Rules,” it said.
Over the next few weeks,
Twitter users will start to see
a “new verification application” directly in the account
settings tab.
More categories for eligible account verification will be
introduced later this year such
as scientists, academics and
religious leaders, Twitter said.

