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Continuing modernization needed for credible military posture: Teodoro

FORMER Department of
National Defense (DND) Secretary Gilbert “Gibo” Teodoro
said most countries in the world
have big annual military expenditures for a credible military
posture.
Strengthening the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
really needs a big annual budget to have any credible deterrence against any foreign invaders, whatsoever.
He said the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) needs
a continuing annual appropriation under the General Appropriations Act (GAA) to continue
its modernization which was
started when he was the DND
chief more than a decade ago.
Records showed that when
the Senate passed the military
modernization law, the government allocated an initial P35
billion a year for AFP modernization. This was increased later.
Then the government created the Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) to
sell former military bases in the
country to augment the funds in
strengthening the AFP.
“The Philippines will continue to appropriate huge sum
of money for the military aside
from the proceeds of bases conversion,” Teodoro said.

In his assessment of the
defense posture of the AFP, Teodoro said it is becoming stronger. Slowly, there is a strong external defense posture.
“But the most important now is the assistance to
the National Government in
transporting and delivering
various services particularly in
this Covid-19 pandemic. The
AFP has given huge assistance
to the civilian government
through its upgraded equipment,” Teodoro said.
He said the engineering brigade of the AFP’s 3rd Infantry
Division has been constructing
roads, bridges, schools, and other government projects.
“The engineering brigade
has a military function, a mili-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
tary specialty, and combat infrastructure if there is a conflict in a
place,” Teodoro said.
In the national development, Teodoro said the ‘soft
power side” of the military which
is the engineering brigade is
needed specially in areas where
contractors refuse to implement
projects due to the presence of
the Communist rebels who are
burning their equipment and
extort money from them.
The military force is not only
used for traditional war but for
development of the country economically.
He remembered that in the
past years, a circumferential
road in Basilan was constructed

by the military because of threat
from the dreaded Abu Sayyaf
Group. There were also roads
and bridges in other rebel-infested areas which were undertaken by the AFP.
Meanwhile, early this
month, Teodoro went to Davao
City and met presidential
daughter Sara Duterte Carpio
where he offered himself to be
her running mate in the presidential and vice-presidential
race come May 2022 election.
He said that the biggest
help from a vice president in
nation building is to contribute
ideas and suggestions to help in
making national policies and to
be a buck stop of the president.
“For example, if a person is
a member of the Cabinet, you
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consume your time even in the
administrative mandate. So, to
come up with good policies and
ideas, you should balance the
use of your time,” he said.
“It is also helpful for the
President to have an independent observer who can contribute ideas on how to improve the
administration,” Teodoro said.
He said that in other countries like the United States,
automatically, the vote of the
President is the vote of the vice
president. It is only in the Philippines where the votes for the
President and Vice President
are separate.
He also said that the people must be watchful of the
Commission
on
Election
(COMELEC) which is the key in
the trust and confidence in every election.
“There must be no doubt of
the integrity of the COMELEC.
The election must be smooth.
We should remember that the
coming election will be held
under extraordinary circumstances because of the Covid-19
pandemic,” Teodoro said.
He said the people must
also pray that there would
be enough funds for the
COMELEC to hold the 2022
election. The election system
of the COMELEC must not be
compromised.
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Vivant wins bid for desalination
plant project in Cebu
POWER firm Vivant Corporation on Monday said its
subsidiary has won a bid to
build a desalination plant for
the Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD).
Vivant disclosed its wholly-owned subsidiary, Vivant
Hydrocore Holdings Inc, won
a 25-year bulk water supply
agreement from the Cebu utility to build a utility scale desalination plant that can produce
25,000 cubic meters of treated
and potable water per day.
Desalination involves removing salt, minerals and
other contaminants from sea
water to make it fit for human
consumption.

The desalination plant
will augment the limited bulk
water supply of the MCWD,
Vivant said.

“This investment in bulk
water supply is a key milestone
for the Vivant group to deliver
on its promise to provide for-

ward-looking and adaptable
solutions for its communities,” the company said.
Vivant said it will soon

sign a joint venture agreement
with the Cebu water distribution firm to govern the relationship of the parties as joint
venture partners.
In December last year, Vivant
said it was looking to invest
P1.5 billion to P3 billion for a
desalination project in Cebu.
In March 2019, at the
height of the water crisis gripping Metro Manila and nearby
provinces, the capital’s water
concessionaires rejected proposals to build desalination
plants, saying the costs would
be too high.
An analyst also said relying on desalination plants may
lead to a tripling of water rates.

Cebu car dealers see economic recovery with vax rollout
CEBU’S car dealership
industry expressed support to
the government’s vaccination
drive, saying this is an important step towards economy’s
full recovery and regaining
consumer confidence.
“Amidst the pandemic, we
are opening a new shop to inspire other businesses and entrepreneurs to open because
our economy is slowly recovering, and to generate more
jobs,” Cebuano entrepreneur
and Toyota Mabolo Cebu
Inc.’s executive vice president
Joseph Lo during the launch
of the firm’s showroom at SM
City Cebu.

Lo said their expansion
indicates their confidence on
the recovery of the country’s
economy.
“We actually decided to
open our showroom amidst the
pandemic to inspire other businesses, other entrepreneurs to
signify that this is the new normal we should get used to and
they should also be opening
their businesses as well, to keep
the economy running and generate jobs” he added.
Lo said they hope this will
enthuse all industry sectors to
be optimistic about the economy’s recovery path, especially
as more people are expected

to be vaccinated in the coming
months.
“Some businesses are
holding back on their investments. But here, we are optimistic about the future. We
fully support the government’s
vaccination rollout because it
will fast track our recovery, especially in the business sector,”
he said.
Lo said the election in 2022
will spur economic activity and
a good amount of spending in
the whole country.
He added that the company’s decision to set up a
3,000-square-foot
satellite
complementing store signifies

it is ready for the new normal.
Earlier, the Chamber of
Automotive Manufacturers of
the Philippines Inc. (CAMPI)
and the Truck Manufacturers
Association (TMA) had disclosed that the country’s automotive vehicle sales recovered
in the first quarter of 2021
amid the global health and economic crisis.
“For 2021, we did pretty
well from January all the way
to May; not as good as (during
the same period in) 2019, but
we’re hopeful that we are on
our way to economic recovery,” Lo said of their sales performance.

Andre Borromeo, general
manager of Fairlane Automotive Ventures Inc. (FAVI), said
the car industry is seeing signs
of picking up and is banking on
the vaccination rollout to return
business growth to the pre-pandemic levels.
Borromeo said the inoculation program is “very crucial”
to the country’s economic future as he urged the public to
get vaccinated to help in the
recovery efforts.
FAVI is the company operating the dealership centers of
Ford in Visayas and Mindanao.
It recently opened a new dealer
center in Talisay City, Cebu.

Safety seal certificates to be issued starting this week
THE Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE) will
issue a Safety Seal Certificate to
establishments found to be compliant with the minimum public
health standards set by the government starting this week.
DOLE-7 Regional Director
Salome O. Siaton, in a statement,
said that the Department is now
validating and scrutinizing the
compliance of some nineteen (19)
establishments that have been inspected against the checklist and
sector-specific guidelines issued
by the Inter-Agency Task Force
for the Management of Emerging
Infectious Disease (IATF).
Said establishments, mostly
found within the Expanded Metro Cebu Area, were subjected to a

validation and/or re-validation of
compliance specifically under the
Joint DOLE-DTI Interim Guidelines on Workplace Prevention
and Control of Covid-19.
Once everything is in place,
DOLE, together with DTI, DOT,
the LGUs and DILG- the other
signatories to Joint Memorandum Circular No. 21-01, Series
of 2021 or the Implementing
Guidelines of the Safety Seal Certification Program, will altogether issue and award next week the
Safety Seal Certificates to compliant establishments under their
respective jurisdiction.
“The Department, for its
part, is now thoroughly assessing
the compliance of these establishments against the minimum

public health standards. Hopefully, by next week, we will get to
issue a Safety Seal Certificate to
compliant companies,” said Director Siaton.
DOLE, as an issuing authority, will specifically take charge
of checking the compliance of
establishments in Manufacturing, Construction Sites, Utilities (Electric, Water, Gas, Air
Conditioning Supply, Sewerage
and Waste Management), Information and Communication
Companies (Private Publication, News, Movie Production,
TV and Radio Companies), and
Warehouses.
“We urge companies to apply for a Safety Seal Certificate.
That Safety Seal affirms that

they have been found compliant
with the minimum public health
standards. And what does it say
to the public? It will tell the people, the workers, and the clients
that it is safe for them to go out,
visit and work in these companies because the same have already been issued with a Safety
Seal Certificate,” explained the
Regional Director.
All covered establishments
shall submit their application
through any of the following: (1)
Online through https://reports.
dole.gov.ph or (2) In person and
the application shall be assisted by Regional Office to use the
DOLE Establishment Report
System (ERS).
Establishments applying for

the certificate shall be inspected within three (3) days upon
receipt of request. During the
conduct of inspection and/or
validation, the following will be
verified: Business registrations;
Use of StaySafe.ph digital contact tracing application, which
is the official digital contact tracing application of government
linked with Covid-19 Testing
Laboratories in the Philippines;
Compliance with the minimum
public health standards as prescribed under DOH Administrative Order No. 2020-0015 and
sector-relevant guidelines issued
by national government agencies as authorized by the IATF;
and the Name and contact number of the Safety Officer.
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City Hall to meet groups
in Carbon market

THE Market Operations
Division (MOD) of the Cebu
City Government has been
arranging series of meetings
with associations and organizations in Carbon Public Market.
Last, March 24, 2021, the
Megawide Construction Corporation and the Cebu City
Government have jointly conducted a groundbreaking on
the modernization of Carbon
and its neighboring areas.
On June 23, 2021, the
Cebu City Government and Ermita Barangay Captain Mark
Miral will meet with vendors’
association selling along the

sidewalks of Freedom Park,
Warwick Barracks, Escaño
Street, F. Calderon Street, and
El Filibusterismo Street.

Joy Orlanes of the group
called Movement Against Carbon Market Privatization believes that the invitation of the

local government unit is a maneuver to reduce the number
of ambulant vendors that will
be accommodated by Carbon

Market Redevelopment Construction Project.
The Phase 1 of Megawide’s
projects includes the construction of the interim building in
Unit 2 where stall owners at
Freedom Park and Warwick
Barracks will be temporarily
transferred, excluding the ambulant vendors surrounding
the area.
This has posed a threat
to the remaining thousands
of vendors after MOD Head
Ervin Cabales confirmed that
only 758 vendors will be accommodated once the modern market building will be
constructed. PR

LAWYERS Clarence Paul
Oaminal and Valentino Bacalso Jr. have filed a petition
in court last June 21, 2021, to
declare the protocols of Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
on Covid-19 pandemic as “ineffective” and “inapplicable”
in Cebu for returning overseas
Filipinos, where a different set
of testing and quarantine rules
is observed.
Oaminal and Bacalso also
asked the Cebu City Regional
Trial Court (RTC) to issue a
72-hour temporary restraining order (TRO) and to immediately order IATF for the
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases to “cease and
desist” from implementing its
Resolution 114 in Cebu.
The resolution requires

Overseas Filipino Workers
(OWs) to undergo quarantine
for 14 days upon their arrival.
In the IATF rules, the first
ten days will be spent in an accredited quarantine area while
a Covid-19 swab test will be
conducted on the seventh day
from arrival.
But the Cebu policy under
Governor Gwendolyn Garcia,
a swab test is implemented
upon arrival and a shorter
quarantined period.
Oaminal and Bacalso also
requested the court to issue a
20-day TRO while the case is
being heard.
Named respondent in the
petition for declaratory relief
is the IATF chaired by Department of Health (DOH) Secretary Francisco Duque III.

Oaminal and Bacalso said
the IATF Resolution No. 114,
including its amendments,
correlative resolutions, cannot supplant Cebu Provincial
Ordinance No. 2021-04 and
its amendatory ordinance No.
2021-05 while these are still
valid and effective within its
territorial jurisdiction.
They said only the courts
can declare these ordinances invalid or the Sanguniang
Panlalawigan abrogates or repeals it.
“In the hierarchy of
things, the Constitution reigns
supreme, followed by the laws
enacted by Congress then the
local ordinances. Rules and
regulations issued by the national agencies, whether individually or collegially, do not

have the permeating effects as
greater than that of a local law
or ordinance. At most, these
administrative acts are effective only within the sphere of
the national agency or agencies under it or under them
for implementation,” the petitioning lawyers added.
The petition of Oaminal
and Bacalso shares the position of Governor Garcia that
the IATF needs concurrence
from the local government if
it continues to impose health
policies on a locality beyond
six months during the pandemic.
Section 105 of the Local
Government Code (RA 7160)
states that “in case of epidemics, pestilence, and other
widespread public health dan-

gers, the Secretary of Health,
may, upon the direction of the
President and in consultation
with the Local Government
Unit concerned, temporarily
assume direct supervision and
control over health operations
in any local government unit
for the duration of the emergency, but in no case exceeding a cumulative period of six
months.”
The executive order of
Garcia and the ordinance
passed by the Cebu Provincial
Board require OFWs and residents returning from abroad
(Balikbayans) to undergo a
swab test upon arrival at Mactan-International Airport and
to go on hotel quarantine for
a period of only two to three
days. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Roa
Duterte lauded the Office of
the Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas (OPAV) for the creation of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Manual for
Covid-19 Response at the City
and Municipal Level.
In a message signed by
the President, he congratulated OPAV for publishing the
manual which is “designed to
help the local implementers of
our COVID-19 response in the
Visayas, (and) will truly standardize our procedures in combating this disease.”
EOC was first established

in Cebu when the surge of
cases occurred last year. “I am
pleased that our local EOCs
will serve as the integrated hub
for contact tracing, data gathering and analysis, vaccination
roll-outs, and the dissemination of best practices among
local government units,” read
the message of the President.
The EOC manual was
crafted by IATF-Visayas chief
implementer Maj, Gen. Mel
Feliciano and his wife, Mia
Feliciano. It helps local government units establish an
integrated, centralized, harmonized, synchronized, co-

ordinated, collaborative, and
data-driven approach in Covid
response. The manual is specifically designed for LGUs and
public health offices from the
provincial level down to the barangay.
The EOC Manual will help
equip LGUs with the appropriate systems and processes for
a sustainable swift response
against COVID-19. EOC is
one of Cebu’s best practices
in COVID-19 response at the
community level.
“The Manual will showcase some of the best practices
of the LGUs towards establish-

ing an Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) which have been
the result of the experience of
the EOCs in Cebu, Bacolod,
and Pagadian,” said Health
Secretary Francisco Duque III
in his message.
The manual received a
lot of appreciation messages
coming from the officials of the
National Task Force Against
Covid-19. This includes NTF
chair Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, Vice-Chair Secretary Eduardo Año, Chief Implementer
and Vaccine Czar Secretary
Carlito Galvez, Jr., and IATF
co-chair Secretary Roy Cimatu.

Presidential Assistant for
the Visayas Secretary Michael
Lloyd Dino thanked President
Duterte, and Senator Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go as
well as Feliciano for the consistent support in the rollout
of the manual in the entire Visayas and share the best practices with LGUs.
“We hope that this EOC
Manual will serve as an effective guide to our leaders in
setting up their system in managing transmission as we move
on and move forward in the
new normal,” Dino reiterated.

MOVEMENT. VENDORS OPPOSING THE PRIVATIZATION OF CARBON MAKET.

2 lawyers plead in court vs. IATF protocols

Duterte lauds OPAV for EOC manual creation

PR
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Gwen’s gamble
Gov. Gwen Garcia
showed grit and shrewdness when she tangled
with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and
the Inter-Agency Task
Force (IATF) against
Covid-19. The governor
displayed nerve in defying the order to follow
IATF-mandated health
protocols.
Weekly Notes
On one hand, she Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
wanted to relax the protocols at the Mactan-Cebu International Airport (MCIA)
to benefit returning Filipinos from abroad. In the process,
she becomes a champion of sorts against Imperial Manila.
On the other hand, the IATF and Malacañang apparently
realized the danger of allowing the dreaded Delta variant
through the country’s second international entry point.
After LGU executives became mum on Bong Go and
Duterte’s claims that Cebuano hero is a Tausug, here
comes the lady governor displaying balls. She risks losing Malacañang’s support. After all, it is still months until
the May 2022 elections. Even a lame duck president can
make life hell for a sitting governor.
Perhaps the lady governor senses weakness in the administration that could become an albatross hanging on
her neck come campaign time. Meanwhile, several quarters in Cebu hailed her for standing up to Imperial Manila. Digong critics like Sen. Kiko Pangilinan expressed
support for her double-swabbing policy.
But while Gov. Garcia wins political points here in
Cebu, some doctors are beginning to question the wisdom of easing strict IATF protocols. For them, health
should not be gambled for political gain, nor even economic benefits.
The way I see the situation, the good governor needs
to plot an exit strategy in case another Covid-19 surge of
the Delta variant kind happens. It would not be good for
her politically.
Senior Citizens
Atty. Franklin Quijano, the chairperson of the National Commission for Senior Citizens (NCSC), took his
second vaccine jab here in Cebu as part of his efforts
to promote vaccination to combat Covid-19 especially
among senior citizens.
“Being vaccinated will give us peace of mind, and
more importantly, the opportunity to be able to get back
on the grind as we continue to do the things we need and
love to do, to live active, health productive, and purposeful life as we continue our journey,” said Quijano.
Apparently, he wanted to get his second dose here in
Cebu. He used to teach here before becoming a politician
and won as mayor of Iligan City.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. He is also
a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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CEBU
BUSINESS
WEEK

Editorial

Level playing field
The election of Ronald P.
Grancho as president of the
Cebu Chamber of Customs
Brokers Inc. has opened opportunities for new and small
brokers.
For so long, veteran brokers and big brokerage firms
dominated the playing field
at the Cebu port. The big importers usually flock to these
big players.
The situation developed
through the years in manner
that favored brokerages capable of diving in their professional fees to create a monopoly of sorts.
According to Grancho,
the thrust of the current
leadership of the CCBI Cebu
is to foster camaraderie and
harmony among the chamber officers and members.
“I want every incumbent officer of CCBI. Cebu to
have a clear understanding

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

that the primary purpose of
leading the organization is to
serve and nothing else. Make
your other motives only secondary to service,” Grancho
said in his speech during the
induction of the new set of
CCCBI officers.
Along with Grancho, the
other officers who took their
oath before Bureau of Customs (BOC) Cebu acting collector Charlito Martin Mendoza were Charmine C. Garcia, executive vice president;
Harly Kenn O. Villasor, vice
president for internal; Geraldine S. Secuya, vice president
for external; Erwin C. Andaya,
vice president for professional development; Alfredo B.
Regidor Jr., vice president for
government affairs; Sanchie
Kyra M. Nudnud, secretary;
Beverly A. Cabelino, treasurer; Dandel I. Magto, auditor;
and Vic C. Alburo, press rela-

Emmanuel delos Santos Rabacal
President

Emmanuel “Anol” Mongaya

Elias O. Baquero

Editor

VP-Finance

Keres H. Aviles

Bebie Hiñola Baquero

Writer

Marketing Manager

tions officer.
The Board of Directors
who also took their oath of
office on Monday were Junnic Presley A. Carin, Resty
Polo E. Lope, Maria Lourdes
Y. Mercader, Juliever G. Colcol and Maidee C. Sano.
Grancho said as proactive partners of the national government in revenue
generation for the state’s
lifeblood through the collection efforts of the Bureau of
Customs, the CCBI Cebu will
always emphasize the interchangee of ideas on how to
improve services to the clientele—the importers— without sacrificing fair play and
unanimity.
Grancho also vowed to
make his administration an
active partner of the Port
of Cebu and the Subport of
Mactan in efforts for good
governance.
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EU Does Not Intend to Restrict Oil
and Gas Purchases from Russia
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The European Union
has no plans to restrict oil
and gas supplies from Russia, said Josep Borrell, the
Union’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. The EU
could buy fuel from other countries, but it won’t.
Oil and gas supplies from
Russia will decrease on

their own due to the gradual transition of the EU to
green energy (wind, solar
and tidal power plants).
This will “greatly affect Russia,” Borrell said at a press
conference in Brussels. The
largest gas suppliers to the
EU are Gazprom and NOVATEK (Russia’s largest
private LNG producer).
Their share in EU imports
has reached 47%, including
liquefied natural gas (LNG),
and the share of Russian oil
in the EU market reaches
approximately 45%.
oOo
Black workers in the
United States continue to
earn less than their white
counterparts even as American companies are raising diversity and inclusion
as a cornerstone of their
brands and business strategies, according to a report
published on Thursday.
The Conference Board report attributed the wage
gaps to a range of factors,
including geographical seg-

regation and labor market
segmentation, as well as
different access to educational opportunities, social
and professional networks.
“As Americans mark Juneteenth, business leaders
and policymakers alike
must recognize the recent
trends in racial disparities
in the 21st century economy,” said Gad Levanon, labor markets vice president
at The Conference Board
in Washington. “Reversing
these trends will require
addressing deeply rooted
labor market segmentation
and geographical segregation in restricting access to
high-growth fields.” Juneteenth is a holiday celebrated on June 19 commemorating the end of the legal
enslavement of Black Americans. On Thursday, it became the 11th federally recognized holiday. According
to The Conference Board,
Black men with a bachelor’s
degree or higher earned
18% less than white men in

2010. By 2019, that gap had
widened to 24%, driven by
what the think tank said was
the striking underrepresentation of Black workers in
high-paying industries and
occupations. (Reuters)
oOo
The BMW Group has
started to test vehicles
that use a hydrogen fuel
cell drivetrain, with the
German automotive giant putting the technology
through its paces in everyday conditions on European roads. In an announcement Wednesday, the firm
explained prototypes of
the BMW i Hydrogen Next
would be tested on a range
of metrics including reliability, safety and efficiency. It described hydrogen
fuel cell tech as having
the long term potential to
supplement internal combustion engines, plug-in
hybrid systems and battery-electric vehicles. The
technology could, BMW
went on to add, become

an attractive alternative to
battery-electric drive trains
– especially for customers
who do not have their own
access to electric charging
infrastructure or who frequently drive long distances. It’s hoped the tests will
lead to the production of
a small-series model in
2022. The vehicles’ individual cells are provided by
Toyota, with BMW developing the fuel cell stack and
complete drive system. The
BMW i Hydrogen Next’s
hydrogen tank can be filled
in three to four minutes,
the company says, providing drivers with a range of
several hundred kilometres
in all weather conditions.
Described by the International Energy Agency as
a versatile energy carrier,
hydrogen has a variety of
applications and can be
deployed in sectors such
as industry and transport.
(CNBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Don Sergio’s speech at Magsaysay’s funeral

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

President Ramon Magsaysay died on March 17,
1957. His plane, Mount
Pinatubo crashed on the
mountains of Barangay
Gaas, Balamban, Cebu.
Hours before his death,
he spoke on the commencement exercises of
the University of Cebu and
Southwestern University.

The place he went before
his evening flight was the
chapel at the Archbishop
Palace along D. Jakosalem
Avenue, Cebu City.
Here is an excerpt of
the speech of then Former
President Sergio Osmena
Sr.
[Delivered on March
22, 1957]
Ramon
Magsaysay
burst into public life like
a fresh wind after a long
suffocating day. He died in
the night while his people,
once more enjoying security, and hope, peacefully
slept. They woke up in the
morning to discover with
a shock and to grieve with
a broken heart over their
sudden misfortune.
But when we have dried
up our tears, we Filipinos
shall realize that, while Ramon Magsaysay is indeed
no more, the boons he has
sought and achieved will
remain forever with us. By
his deeds he has left a bet-

ter place in which to live,
not only his own country
but also much of the free
world.
Ramon Magsaysay is
one of the immortal heroes
of democracy. Not only did
he save his own nation from
being victimized, as many
other nations have been
victimized, by Communist
subversion and aggression,
but he also gave the free
world an inspiration and
an example to follow in its
struggle unto death against
ruthless Communism.
When Ramon Magsaysay broke the back of the
Communist-led rebellion
in the Philippines, he also
convinced other peoples,
similarly threatened, that
they, too, could win over
Communist aggression. His
effective method of handling dissidents, with both
force and understanding,
has since been successfully
followed by other countries
with similar problems of

subversion.
When Ramon Magsaysay was justly rewarded for
his great labors by his election with an overwhelming
majority to the highest position within the gift of his
countrymen, he set about
to apply yet another lesson
he had learned from his experiences with rebellious
masses. He focused the
greatest effort and emphasis of his administration on
rural reconstruction and
rehabilitation, wisely conceiving this task the logical
key to the country’s entire
economic and democratic
progress.
Ramon
Magsaysay
passed away before his
tremendous project had
reached full fruition. Within his limited time, he
nevertheless succeeded in
giving it momentum and
direction. There is now no
stopping its progress and
completion. It is so right,
so logical, and so states-

man-like that his memory and Divine Providence
will) guide us to its ultimate consummation.
Thus, in the death of
Ramon Magsaysay, we
have acquired a great heritage and a great responsibility. In following his
example and contributing
what we can to the longrange task of nation-building which he began, we not
only shall erect, out of his
own blueprint, an enduring
monument to his memory, but shall also ourselves
contribute to the happiness
of our people, the progress
of our democracy and the
stature of our Republic.
In His infinite wisdom,
the Almighty has removed
from this life our beloved
leader. Ramon Magsaysay
is no more. But the fruits
of his wise statesmanship
will henceforward enrich
our lives, and his memory
will forever be gratefully
enshrined in our hearts.
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Parliamentary immunity

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

Can a parliamentary
immunity be invoked in
words made in the press
in relation to his privilege
speech?
This was the situation
of former Senator Antonio
F. Trillanes after he delivered a privileged speech in
the halls of the Senate and
made a press conference
after. Is the press conference conducted after his
privilege speech included
in the parliamentary im-

munity?
The
High
Tribunal ruled in Antonio F.
Trillanes IV vs. Hon. Evangeline C. Castillo-Marigomen and Antonio Tiu
G.R. No. 223451, 14 March
2018 that parliamentary
non-accountability cannot
be invoked when the lawmaker’s speech or utterance is made outside sessions, hearings, or debates
in Congress, extraneous to
the “due functioning of the
(legislative) process.” The
court quipped that to participate in or respond to
media interviews is not official function of any lawmaker; it is not demanded
by his sworn duty nor is it
a component of the process of enacting laws.
The court said that the
lawmaker’s participation
in media interviews is not
a legislative act, but is “political in nature,” outside
the ambit of the immunity
conferred in the Speech or
Debate Clause in the 1987

Constitution.
The factual backdrop
of the case was Trillanes as
a Senator of the Republic
filed a proposed resolution
826 directing the Senate’s
Committee on Accountability of Public Officials
and Investigations to investigate, in aid legislation
the alleged P1.601 Billion
overpricing of the new
11-storey Makati City Hall
II Parking Building, the
reported overpricing of the
22 storey Makati City Hall
Building at the average
cost of P240,000.00 per
square meter, and related anomalies purportedly
committed by former and
present local government
officials including private
businessmen.
Trillanes alleged that
Binay
owned
multiple
properties and uses private respondent Antonio
Tiu as dummy owner. His
being included and his
business affected, Tiu filed
a complaint for damages

against Trillanes before
the Regional Trial Court.
The statement of the Senator according to him damages his reputation as a
businessman as it caused
a steep drop of the stock
value of his business. Tiu
alleged that the statement
made by Trillanes are not
absolutely privileged as
they were not in the discharge of his duties as the
senator.
The main question
raised before the Supreme
Court was the statement
of Trillanes covered by the
parliamentary immunity?
The High Magistrate
answered in negative. The
issue of what parliamentary immunity encompasses in relation to the lawmaker’s speech or words
in debate Congress, has
been addressed as early as
1966 in the case of Nicanor
T. Jimenez vs. Bartolome
Cabangbang.
The Speech or Debate
Clause in our Constitution

did not turn our Senators
and Congressmen into “super-citizens” whose spoken
words or action are rendered absolutely impervious to prosecution or civil
action. The constitution
conferred the privilege on
members of Congres “not
for their private indulgence
but for the public good.”
It was intended to proted
them against government
pressure and intimidation
aimed at influencing their
decision-making prerogatives the High Court said.
Clearly, in the minds
of our framers, they vested
said power to the legislature however it has limits
so that they will not also
abuse said privilege. In
this era a number of legislature also abused their
authority by maligning
their invited speakers and
even outside the podium,
hence, safe guards has to
be made. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.
ph

Responding to concerns of the OFWs and ROFs

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

The lack of willingness
by the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases and the DOH in allowing Cebu to exercise its
own protocols such as the
swab-upon-arrival policy
to Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) and Returning
Overseas Filipinos (ROFs)
is not consistent with R.A.
7160, the Local Government Code and R.A. 11494,

the Bayanihan Heal as One
Act, the government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Thus, the Executive Order No. 17, series of 2021
and the Provincial Ordinance No. 2021-04 on
adaption of swab-upon-arrival policy has gained support. As of last count, there
were eight Senators and
nine Cebu Congressmen
and House Deputy Speaker Bernadette Herrera who
have thrown their support.
Likewise, the IBP Cebu
City chapter passed unanimously approved resolution supporting the
COVID-19 protocol, stating, the IATF and other
national agencies should
take into considerations
existing laws, ordinances
and orders implemented
by LGUs in the issuance of
their resolutions.
“The LGUs are the ones
closer to the ground. The
formulation and implementation of measures in
controlling,
containing,
preventing and managing

the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic is to have coordination and consultation
with the LGUs concerned,”
the group’s resolution stated.
Aside from politicians,
the innovative health protocols of Cebu got support
from non-government organizations and leaders of
OFW groups, like the Blas
Ople Policy Center, Center
for Migrant Advocacy, Association of Licensed Manning Agencies (ALMA) and
the Philippine Association
of Service Exporters, Inc.
(PASEI), among others.
The groups representing OFWs during the virtual
congressional hearing presided by the House Chair,
Committee on Overseas
Workers Affairs (OWA)
headed by Congressman
Raymond Democrito C.
Mendoza were in unison in
asking government to lift
stringent rules for arriving
OFWs in the country.
Congressman Mendoza called on the IATF and
the DOH to respond to

proposals from the Cebu
Provincial Government to
facilitate a speedier and
less costly quarantine for
returning OFWs and ROFs.
Notably absent during
the congressional hearing
were the top honchos of
the IATF-MEID. The body
task by the government to
address the health crisis
plaguing the country.
During the congressional hearing, Dr. Mary
Jean Loreche, the chief
pathologist of the DOH
Region VII and Governor
Gwendolyn Garcia testified
and presented data on the
COVID-19
management
health protocol, a maximum of 7-day quarantine
period with a swab-upon
arrival policy as against
the IATF Resolution of 14days.
The Cebu health protocol is an innovative idea. It
relies on strong community
coordination and refined
containment
measures
rather than the extended
quarantine period as prescribed by the IATF.

Congressman Mendoza
even commended the Cebu
Government for adapting
measures that are responsive to the psychological
needs of the returning
OFWs and ROFs who have
very short vacations and
want to spend time with
their loved ones.
Nonetheless, the House
Committee Chair on OWA
noted that the IATF must
deploy experts on the
ground instead of merely relying on data to back
their stance against Cebu’s
health protocol. The IATF
MEID and DOH will visit
Cebu to study further the
health practices.
Earlier, a Senate hearing was made and the same
sentiments were echoed by
most of the Senators on the
adaption of the health protocol.
Lately, a legal tussle
has set in and forth forward
after Cebu-based lawyers
filed a temporary restraining order and injunction
against IATF quarantine
protocols.
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Agencies with highest number
of complaints named

TEN government agencies with the highest number
of complaints from the public
as of June 10 this year were
identified by the Anti-Red
Tape Authority (ARTA)
ARTA deputy director
general Eduardo Bringas revealed the agencies as:
1. Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR)
2. Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB)
3, Land Registration Authority (LRA)
4. Social Security System
(SSS)
5. Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR)
6. Bureau of Customs

(BOC)
7. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
8. Home Development
Mutual Fund (HDMF)
9. Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR)
10. Department of Public Works and Highways.
(DPWH)
“But we cannot say that
all of these are red tape-driven, because we also have to
consider the number of clients
they are addressing,” Bringas
said.
Complaints against other
government agencies reached
391, while a total of 199 complaints were filed against local
government units (LGUs).
As of June 10, ARTA re-

EDUARDO BRINGAS
ARTA DEPUTY
DIRECTOR GENERAL

ceived 1,127 complaints against
national government agencies
(NGAs) and LGUs.
Bringas also said the ARTA

has filed cases against erring
NGAs and LGUs at the Civil
Service Commission, Office
of the Ombudsman, and trial
courts.
ARTA has filed 20 cases
against LTFRB, FDA, Department of Energy-Renewable
Energy Management Bureau,
Registry of Deeds, and Land
Transportation Office, and a
total of 11 cases against the
LGUs of Caloocan, Parañaque,
San Nicolas in Batangas, Angeles in Pampanga, Marilao
in Bulacan, Province of Camarines Norte, and Office of
the Building Official of Taguig
City.
ARTA director general Jeremiah Belgica reminded NGAs
and LGUs to adhere to Repub-

lic Act 11032, also known as the
Ease of Doing Business and
Efficient Government Service
Delivery Act (EODB) of 2018,
or the EODB law, and its implementing rules and regulations (IRR).
NGAs and LGUs should
process simple transactions
within three working days; seven working days for complex
transactions; and 20 days for
highly technical transactions.
Applications with complete requirements but exceeded the prescribed number of
days of the transaction shall be
deemed approved.
The ARTA will be issuing
a declaration of completeness
upon complaint and due investigation and verification.

Devolution plans for LGUs meet mixed reactions
LOCAL
government
units (LGU) need to build up
data management and planning capacities as they absorb
the basic services functions
of the National Government,
panelists at a virtual event on
Philippine competitiveness
said.
This as President Rodrigo R. Duterte recently signed
Executive Order No. 138
tasking government agencies
to transfer several functions
to local government units by
2024.
International Labor Organization Philippines (ILOPH) Country Director Kha-

lid Hassan said there are
different data management
processes among different
LGUs.
“Some of the LGUs are
lacking capacities of micro-planning. Decentralization requires a lot of training,
a lot of capacity building,” he
said.
Financial services and
improved infrastructure will
be needed as more jobs are
created in rural areas, he
added.
“Great step, but a lot of
planning, a lot of support will
be needed in this process.
Capacities have to be made

at local government units.”
Ateneo de Manila University Center for Economic
Research and Development
Associate Director Ser Percival Peña-Reyes, said that
as this decentralization happens, national and local interests should be aligned.
“What would be the delineation of functions? What
would be the division of labor? We have to spell that
out clearly at the outset.”
Chris Nelson, executive director of the British
Chamber of Commerce of
the Philippines, for his part,
said the devolution is both

positive and negative. He
credits LGUs that have actively rolled out coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19)
vaccines.
Differences among LGU
interpretations of national
guidelines at the start of the
pandemic had caused disruptions among industries,
he added.
The Confederation for
Unity, Recognition, and Advancement of Government
Employees (COURAGE), a
public sector workers union
had said the devolution
would displace civil servants,
calling the order “anti-em-

ployee.”
“Its provisions for personnel to be affected by this
order are limited, demeaning
and its separation/retirement packages have no real
funding.”
The Philippines slipped
seven spots to 52nd out of
64 countries in an annual
global competitiveness report from Switzerland-based
business school International Institute for Management
Development. The country
saw the steepest decline in
Asia after its economic performance slumped amid the
pandemic.

Generator maintenance barred during peak months of April, May, June, says DOE
THE Department of Energy (DOE) reminded power
players of the policy against
conducting
maintenance
of generators during April,
May, and June or the “peak
quarter
Energy
Undersecretary Felix William “Wimpy”
Fuentebella said DOE will
seek power players’ compliance with its policies.
He said those found
non-compliant will face the
Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC), Philippine Competition Commission (PCC),
or the Department of Justice
(DOJ) for criminal offense,

he added.
“We cannot solve this
overnight. Everyone needs
to catch up with the policies
that DOE issued in 2018,
2019 & 2020. Good thing
is, we’re towards that path
of regime of improvement,”
Fuentebella said.
“We have to insist because, although our department has no penalizing
provision, we’re the one coordinating,” Fuentebella explained.
The Department of Energy is asking power generation companies to reschedule their preventive mainte-

nance programs to prevent
a possible red alert level beginning next week until mid
August.
The DOE earlier said
it was highly probable the
country’s electricity reserves
may fall within yellow or
even red alert levels until
next month due to the scheduled preventive maintenance
of two power plants.
Makati City Rep. Luis
Campos Jr said the Luzon
grid’s unstable power supply
might drive inflation as higher electricity rates and power
disruptions could affect power-intensive industries such

as food manufacturing and
canning, said.
“We are gravely worried
that the prospect of red and
yellow alerts over the Luzon grid in the weeks ahead
might drive up the cost of
electricity and put more upward pressure on food prices,” he said.
The National Grid Corporation of the Philippines
(NGCP) had warned in April
that Luzon could face power
supply shortages until August due to baseload power
plants simultaneously undergoing prolonged maintenance shutdown.

NGCP
spokesperson,
Atty. Cynthia Alabanza, said
that they do not have any
control over the supply and
that they have no information on the specific dates of
possible rotational brownouts.
The DOE had said it
warned the Duterte Cabinet of possible lack of power
supply as early as last week
of March.
The country had lacked
power supply due to simultaneous maintenance of generators and problems in the
transmission and distribution line, Fuentebella said.
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BSP ok’s sharing of
consumer data

THE Monetary Board
has approved the rules allowing banks to share consumer
data to improve their financial solutions.
In a statement, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
said the open finance framework would promote financial inclusion and drive digital transformation.
Allowing the sharing of
user data would help financial institutions improve investment, pension and insurance products, among other
things, it said.
The central bank said information sharing would be
phased based on the sensitivity, type and holder of the
data.
“The tiers are not neces-

sarily sequential and multiple implementations may occur at the same time,” it said.
The first tier will involve
sharing of information on
products and services and

other details that are already
accessible online. The second
level gives access to data on
subscriptions and new account applications.
The third tier covers

sharing of accounts, personal and financial information
provided by customers, and
the next level will give access
to transaction data such as
payment history.

The framework will also
cover other information
on more complex financial
products, the BSP said.
“Open finance is definitely not a sprint but a marathon,” central bank Governor Benjamin E. Diokno said
in the statement. “It will be a
long and challenging run, but
just like any other sport we
need to properly prepare and
condition ourselves to finish
strong in this race.”
“It will further enhance
interoperability in the country by promoting the open
finance framework that
aligns well with the BSP’s
digitalization goals,” Angelito M. Villanueva, executive
vice-president at Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. said.

Voluntary return of SBWS deadline set on June 30
THE Small Business
Wage Subsidy (SBWS) Program Task Force (SPTF) has
resolved to allow the voluntary return of the subsidies
until June 30 this year.
This is in response to requests from employers and
employees who were still unable to give it back despite
previous extensions of its
deadline to return subsidies.
The Task Force had previously announced through
a resolution dated May 28,
2020, further amended last
June 13, that a return of the
subsidy must be made by
employers or employees.
Ø For employers who
failed to maintain the employment status of all em-

ployee beneficiaries before
the enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) in 2020
and throughout the SBWS or
misrepresented in their application material facts relevant to the eligibility of their
employees;
Ø For employees who
resigned during the period
of ECQ and modified ECQ
imposed in Luzon and other
parts of the country in 2020;
and
Ø For employers of the
beneficiaries of the Department of Labor and Employment’s (DOLE) Covid-19
(coronavirus disease 2019)
Adjustment Measures Program (DOLE-CAMP) who received the full amount of the

second tranche of the SBWS.
According to the SPTF,
the amount of the subsidy to
be returned should cover the
first and second tranches of
the SBWS.
However, DOLE-CAMP
beneficiaries who received
the full amount of the SBWS
second tranche shall only return the amount equivalent
to the DOLE-CAMP benefit
received.
The procedure for voluntary returns is contained
in SPTF Resolution No. 2,
which may be found on the
SBWS page of the DOF website:
https://sites.google.
com/dof.gov.ph/small-business-wage-subsidy
The SPTF had previously

extended the SBWS voluntary returns deadline, which
was originally set on June
15, 2020, multiple times
through several resolutions,
to allow employers and employees time to return the
subsidy.
However, the SPTF decided to set a final deadline
more than a year after the
initial deadline because of
the impending liquidation of
the SBWS funds.
Through the SBWS program, the government provided two tranches of cash
aid amounting to PHP5,000
to PHP8,000 each, as a subsidy to qualified employees
of small businesses who were
dislocated during the height

of the community quarantines imposed last year to
curb the spread of Covid-19.
The government allocated PHP46 billion for this
subsidy program that benefitted more than 3 million
employees of small businesses.
An SBWS interagency task force chaired by the
DOF, represented by then
Assistant Secretary Tony
Lambino, was formed to implement the program.
Its members were Social
Security System (SSS) president and chief executive
officer Aurora Ignacio and
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) Deputy Commissioner
Arnel Guballa.

Bayer’s hybrid corn variety tops local gov’t trial in Cebu
A HYBRID corn variety
produced by Bayer Crop Science known as De Kalb 9118S
topped a government trial in
Asturias, Cebu, posting a return on investment of 84.7%
and yielding a net income of
more than P45,000 per hectare.
A statement issued on
behalf of Bayer Philippines
said, the variety is resistant
to foliar disease, banded leaf
sheath blight, and stalk rot

disease, according to.
“Aside from
being the top performer in the Asturias corn derby,
De Kalb 9118S
characteristics
include
high
shelling recovery
at 84%, which indicates heavy grains once the
corn ears are removed from
the cobs,” according to Erwin

G. Vibal, Grower Marketing
Lead of Bayer Crop Science.
“This is advantageous for

end-users who require
high yield output from
corn production,” he
added.
The trial was done to
determine the performance of various hybrid
corn varieties in the
market.
Placing second and
third were Bayer varieties De Kalb 9919S and De
Kalb 6919S,” respectively.
Asturias municipal ag-

riculturist Jade Mesias said
that Asturias is the biggest
corn-producing town in
Cebu.
“Asturias is now the
biggest in the whole of
Cebu province in terms of
land area planted to hybrid
corn,” she said, adding that
“the impact will be very significant, both socially and
economically if we’re able
to plant more area to hybrid
corn.”
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P100M stimulus package
available: Garcia

COUNCILOR Raymond
Alvin Garcia said the Cebu
City Government has a stimulus package for the 2021
budget amounting to P100
million as approved by the
City Council.
“We are still waiting for
the guidelines from the Office of the Mayor on how to
release the funds and who
the beneficiaries are,” said
Garcia, a lawyer.
Mayor Edgardo C. Labella is on leave until June 30,
2021. Vice Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama is the acting
mayor.
Garcia, son of former
Cebu City Mayor Alvin Garcia, said that the stimulus
package is not a loan but a
form of a subsidy to qualified people, without repayment.
The City Development
Council (CDC) has more
than 80 members from the

private sector including cooperatives, Civil Society
Organizations (CSO), and
Non-Government Organizations (NGOs).
The stimulus package

aims to help groups of people
in Cebu City in attaining livelihood projects to survive in
this Covid-19 pandemic.
The City Council has also
received complaints that

vendors who need small capital for the livelihood were
victimized by usurers called
“Turko” who lend money
at exorbitant interest rate
called “5-6.”

A subsidy from the government will help people in
need of financial assistance
to survive, Garcia said.
He said that they will
take into consideration for
the 2022 annual budget the
idea of partnering with cooperatives as loan facility for
the people which they can
identify as borrowers and the
collection of payments.
There is a separate program to partner with cooperatives. Maybe in 2022, we
can have a loan package or
credit facility wherein the cooperatives will be the conduit
in lending money, Garcia
said.
The cooperatives are
well knowledgeable in lending. The government is not
a bank or financial institution. The government is on
rendering basic services to
the constituents. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu City coops empowered, growing: Mabatid
COUNCILOR
Prisca
Niña Mabatid said the cooperatives operating in Cebu
City are empowered and are
now growing despite the economic slowdown because of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Mabatid is the chairperson of the Cebu City Cooperative Development Council
(CCCDC) and the vice chair is
Dr. Nora Patron, director of
the Cooperative Development
Authority (CDA) 7.
Mabatid said that because all the CCCDC directors

are active, the cooperatives in
Cebu City are empowered in
its operations.
She said that she is roaming around Cebu City barangays to promote cooperatives.
“I told the people that
the ‘ayuda’ or financial assistance you received from
the government is temporary
and not sustainable, and we,
public servants have limited
resources,” Mabatid said.
She said the only way
that is sustainable is to unite
as a cooperative to make a

living, sending our children
to school or surviving an illness. A cooperative is offering
no down payment if a family
member will be admitted to
a hospital. Or a cooperative
is offering hospital loans to
members.
She added that some cooperative members can borrow money to engage in micro, small and medium businesses.
The coop members shall
pay their loan amortizations
so they can establish the cred-

ibility to pay so they can borrow bigger amounts in the future to expand their business
or livelihood, she said.
She also said that some
coop members obtained loans
for the education of their children.
“That’s why we want
the people to be coop members for financial security,”
Mabatid said.
On the other hand, Mabatid
who is also the chairperson
of the Committee on Women,
said they are now preparing

for the mass wedding project
which is scheduled in September 2021.
Mabatid said they have
already helped couples who
were living together without
wedding due to lack of financial resources.
She said that because
they are looking for the welfare of women, they are helping women who are battered
by their husbands or those
victims of rape who are now
housed at Sta. Rita Homes.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Council okays P200M for anti-flood project
THE Cebu City Council
has approved the motion of
Councilor Jerry Guardo for the
appropriation of about P200
million under a supplemental
budget to solve the flash floods
in at least five barangays.
He said that these floodprone areas are experiencing
flash floods even in times
when the rains are in the
mountain barangays.
Guardo, the chairman of
the Committee on Infrastruc-

ture, conducted an inspection
in Barangays Day-as, T. Padilla, Tejero, Parian and Tinago
during a heavy downpour last
June 12 to assess the situation.
“I was surprised because
the waterways overflowed.
The people told me that flashflood really occurs in their
place every time it rains. It
was raining in the mountain
barangays and in urban barangays causing a big volume
of rainwaters. The flood spill-

over went directly to the residential areas. It has become a
common sight,” Guardo said.
Guardo said the Cebu
City Government has an ongoing flood control project
starting from the downtown
and is now near the boundary
of Tejero and Tinago, towards
Pier 3.
He said that during his
actual inspection, particularly in Tinago and Tejero, one
of the causes of flash floods

and waterways overflow is the
ongoing flood control project
and the backhoe of the contractor is at the waterway to
install concrete piles, resulting to backflow.
He said that flash floods
at Day-as, T. Padilla and Parian are the solid waste that
blocked the waterways.
Garbage is a big factor to
flash floods because the waterways will clog up and the
rainwater will overflow to

the residential areas, Guardo
said.
“That is the reason why
I proposed a P200 million
budget to be used to solve
the flash flood problem in
these five barangays. This is
an urgent project but it will
take a long time because the
engineering department will
make the program of work
and cost estimate, and the
public bidding,” Guardo said.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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City needs more
garbage transfer stations
CEBU City Councilor
Eduardo Rama, Jr., the City
Council’s chairperson for
the committee on public services, said that the city needs
more transfer stations to address its mounting problem
on garbage collection.
Rama said that he has
been long pushing for more
transfer stations in the city
because having only one
transfer station at Barangay
Inayawan would cost more
for barangays in the northern and central portions of
the city.
The proposal fell on deaf
ears over the past administrations including a former
mayor, now Vice Mayor Michael Rama, former mayor
Tomas Osmeña, and now
on-leave Mayor Edgardo Labella.

Currently, with the issue that the private landfill
in Barangay Binaliw refuses
to accept trash from the city
unless it comes from the In-

ayawan transfer station, the
need for said stations has resurfaced.
For Rama, there should
be one transfer station each

in the South District, in the
North District, and the central portions of the city.
This way the garbage
trucks do not need to travel

far from the barangays they
collect the garbage from and
will not cost much on gas
and maintenance as trucks
reportedly broke down when
collecting garbage due to
overuse
The councilor said he
hopes the Executive Department will finally see the
need for additional transfer
stations in the city now that
Inayawan is no longer capable of accommodating the
volume of trash in the entire
city.
Rama said he will also
discuss the options with the
Department of Public Services (DPS).
The problem with the
city’s garbage has been perennial and it’s high time
the city government address
this, Rama said.

Need to review pay-parking ordinance: Rama
ACTING Mayor Michael
“Mike” Rama said he wants
the Cebu City Council to review an ordinance passed
by the past administration
allowing pay-parking in city
streets.
The ordinance reportedly tasked a private company
to collect parking fee, at P20
per parking, but remitted
only 15 percent to the City
Government, while retaining the 85 percent for the
profit of the corporation.
Constitutionalist
and

former Cebu Governor Pablo
P. Garcia said that “the road
is beyond the commerce of
man,” hence, the pay-parking that provides a huge income for a private firm could
be deemed illegal
Some said the ordinance
might have given the private
firm undue advantage to the
detriment of the people’s interest.
“We will look at it,”
Rama said.
In an interview with
DYRC radio, Rama said they

have to check whether that
ordinance can be declared
illegal or void ab initio. At

this point of time, there is a
presumption of regularity.
Due to the pay-parking,
people who are transacting
business at Cebu City Hall
will pay P20 for the first two
hours, and additional payment for succeeding hours.
Sources said this is injustice and additional burden
to all motorists and vehicle
owners who paid “road-users tax” when they registered their vehicles with the
Land Transportation Office
(LTO).

“How can motorists,
especially people transacting business with Cebu City
Hall, be required to pay
parking fee when they already paid the LTO for using
the roads,” a vehicle owner
said.
He said the Department
of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), being the
owner of national roads,
must stop the Cebu City
Government from collecting
parking fees from motorists.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Cebu City mulls providing assistance to ROFs, OFWs
CEBU City plans to cover
the cost of hotel quarantine
testing for Returning Overseas Filipinos (ROFs) and
Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFWs) upon arrival at the
Mactan Cebu International
Airport (MCIA).
Acting Cebu City Mayor
Michael Rama said that the
city government is mulling
to provide assistance to the
ROFs and OFWs who will
be quarantined in hotels
while waiting for the results
of their tests by covering the
cost for the antigen testing

that will be done to the ROFs
and OFWs.
The
Department
of
Health in Central Visayas
(DOH-7) already said they
will swab all ROFs and OFWs
on the seventh day from arrival, while the provincial
government may conduct its
own testing upon arrival.
As for the quarantine
of the ROFs and OFWs, the
DOH-7 said it will leave the
decision to the Bureau of
Quarantine (BOQ).
“DOH-7 said in our meeting that they have a good

solution to address the concerns of the hotels. They said
we can do an antigen test,
but it will be covered maybe
by the LGU,” said Rama.
The hotels have complained to the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) that
without testing, the ROFs and
OFWs upon arrival may put
their workers at risk.
Rama said the DOH-7
has proposed an antigen test
and they are now studying
if the city can do so without
deviating from the national
IATF testing policy for ROFs.

Councilor Joel Garganera, the deputy chief implementer of the EOC, said that
aside from complying with
the 7th-day swab requirement imposed by the national government, the possibility of having these ROFs and
ROFWs antigen swabbed
within the hotel premises
upon arrival was discussed
for the interest of the hotel
owners to protect their property as well as the health of
their employees.
“However, this is still
not final considering that we

need to look at the capacity
of the hotel to accommodate
all arrivals since as reported by the DOT, more or less
2,800 rooms allocated as
quarantine hotel facility are
all located within Cebu City,”
said Garganera.
Rama said he has asked
for a breakdown on the cost
to determine if the city can
afford to cover the cost or at
least half of it.
He said that the city government will try to relieve
the burden from the ROFs
and OFWs as much as it can.
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Yap encourages Boholanos
to get vaccinated
BOHOL Provincial Governor Arthur Yap urged Boholamos to avail themselves
of the Covid-19 vaccination
program of the government
because doctors and health
experts believe this is the
most effective means of preventing the spread of Coronavirus disease (Covid-19).
The province of Bohol
continues to administer the
vaccines when there is supply.
The Provincial Government of Bohol has adequate
funds to purchase the needed
vaccines but is still unused as
of now, the National Government has the final say in the
supply and distribution of
the vaccines.
Every vaccine that arrives in Bohol from the

Inter Agency Task Force
(IATF) and the Department
of Health (DOH) is immediately administered to the
priority groups which are the
A1 (medical frontliners), A2
(senior citizens) and A3 (persons with co-morbidities).
As of June 11, 2021, a
total of 230,721 individuals
were listed as belonging to
specific categories: 42,949
for A1, 155,845 for A2, and
31,927 for A3.
For A1 priority group,
68.1% has already received
the first dose.
For A2 priority group,
10% got their first dose, while
7% of the A3 priority group
has received the first dose.
The A3 category comprises those from ages 18 years
old to 59 with comorbidity.

Yap won’t issue new EO amid spike in Covid-19 cases
BOHOL Provincial Administrator Kathyrin Pioquinto disclosed that despite
the rise of Coronavirus disease (Covid) cases in Bohol,
Governor Arthur Yap doesn’t
plan on issuing a new Executive Order (EO).
Pioquinto said that it
was agreed among the may-

ors of local government units
(LGUs) in Bohol and the
heads of the municipal Rural Health Units (RHUs) that
since all the necessary guidelines and health protocols to
prevent the spread of the virus are already in place, there
is no need for a new EO.
In view of this, mem-

bers of the security cluster of
the Bohol Inter Agency Task
Force (BIATF) headed by the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) were directed to strictly enforce the health protocols
especially in areas where the
implementation has been lax.
The medical cluster of BIATF has observed that many

of the people in Bohol are not
following the minimum health
protocols like wearing face
mask and face shield and complying with the mandated social distancing, Pioquinto said.
Pioquinto said that the
BIATF has received reports
that there are public utility
vehicles (PUVs) that do not

heed the directive allowing
only 30 percent passenger capacity to be able to ply their
routes.
The report also added
that some PUVs charge fares
double the usual fare amount,
which is a violation of the
rules of the Department of
Transportation (DOTr).

Quincentennial Marker installed in Punta Cruz, Maribojoc
THE National Historical
Commission of the Philippines (NHCP) has installed
the Quincentennial Marker
at Punta Cruz in the town
of Maribojoc on the 500th
anniversary of the historical
event.
The marker was the first
marker in Bohol unveiled by
the NHCP marking the 500
years anniversary celebration of Christianity in the
Philippines.
Bohol Provincial Governor Art Yap led provincial
officials in attending the unveiling ceremony. Others in
attendance were Bohol 1st
district Rep. Edgar Chatto,
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan headed by Vice Gov.
Rene Relampagos, officials of
the Muncipal Government of
Maribojoc led by Mayor Ro-

mulo Manuta, NHCP Chairperson Dr. Rene Escalante
and National Museum Director General Jeremy Barns.
Meanwhile, the National
Museum of the Philippines
(NMP) formally transferred
the newly restored Plaza
Rizal and the Escuela De
Niñas Building to the provincial government of Bohol.
Plaza Rizal and the Es-

cuela school building are located at the heart of the capital of Bohol and are part of
the core of Tagbilaran City’s
Heritage District.
Both are declared key
Cultural Properties (ICP) as
part of the Tagbilaran City
plaza complex and both have
been included in the NMP’s
National Heritage Restoration and Reconstruction

Program in the Visayas.
Bohol Governor Arthur Yap and NMP’s Director-General Jeremy Barns,
Bohol 1st District Rep. Edgar

Chatto and guests from the
National Historical Commission of the Philippines and
City Government of Tagbilaran attended the ceremony.

San Miguel Mayor lauds Yap
SAN Miguel Mayor Virgilio Mendez acknowledged
the efforts, dynamism and
diligence of Boho; Provincial
Governor Arthur Yap.
Mendez was not affiliated
with Pundok Padayon Bolanon during the last election
The mayor expressed his
thanks to Yap for his support
to the agriculture and other
initiatives in his town.
One of these is making
the town of San Miguel the
beneficiary of the rice processing project of the Prov-

ince of Bohol. “This is already
a big help to our farmers,” he
said.
In his letter to the governor, Mendez thanked Yap in
behalf of the people of San
Miguel.
Mendez formerly served
as chief of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)
in the coubtry and was elected mayor of San Miguel, Bohol under the camp of Second District Congressman
Erico Aristotle Aumentado,
who is his relative.
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Iran, world powers
end nuclear talks
NEGOTIATORS
for
Iran and six world powers
on Sunday ended talks on
reviving their 2015 nuclear
deal and return to respective
capitals for consultations as
remaining differences still
need to be overcome.
“We are now closer than
ever to an agreement but the
distance that exists between
us and an agreement remains and bridging it is not
an easy job,” Iran’s top negotiator Abbas Araqchi said.
After more than a week
of negotiations in their latest round, parties to the pact
wrapped up with Russia’s
envoy saying no date for a resumption in negotiations had
been set for now, although he
suggested they could return
in about 10 days.
Negotiations have been
going on in Vienna since
April to work out the nature
and sequencing of steps Iran
and the United States must
take on nuclear activities

NUCLEAR TALKS. DELEGATES WAIT FOR THE START OF A MEETING OF THE JCPOA JOINT COMMISSION IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA APRIL 17, 2021.

and sanctions to return to
full compliance with the nuclear pact.
“We have made progress this week, in this sixth
round. We are closer to a
deal but we are not still
there. We are closer than we

were one week ago but we
are not still there,” Enrique
Mora, the European Union
political director who has
coordinated the discussions,
told reporters in Vienna.
The United States under then-President Donald J.

Trump left the deal in 2018,
branding its terms too weak
to remove the risk of Iran developing nuclear weapons potential, and reimposed sanctions on the Islamic Republic.
Iran has since breached
the deal’s strict limits on ura-

nium enrichment, a possible
path to a nuclear bomb. It
has said its moves would be
reversed if the United States
rescinded all sanctions.
US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said
disagreements over how to
save the deal persisted, repeating that the ultimate decision on the issue lay with
Khamenei.
“There is still a fair distance to travel on some of
the key issues, including on
sanctions and on the nuclear
commitments that Iran has
to make,” Sullivan said.
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said he had edited the text
of a possible deal being discussed in Austria, saying
it was getting “cleaner and
cleaner.” He said there was a
good possibility a deal could
be reached before mid-August when the current Iranian administration leaves
office.

TikTok owner ByteDance’s earnings double in 2020
BYTEDANCE, the Chinese company behind the
smash-hit video app TikTok,
saw its earnings double last
year.
An internal memo released to staff showed that
the firm’s total revenue
jumped by 111% to $34.3bn
(£24.7bn) for 2020.
The figures underscore
TikTok’s continued global
popularity.
It comes as ByteDance

and several other Chinese
technology giants have come
under increasing pressure
from governments around
the world.
ByteDance also saw its
annual gross profit rise by
93% to to $19bn, while it recorded a net loss of $45bn for
the same period.
The net loss was attributed to a one-off accounting
adjustment and not related
to the company’s operations.

The memo also showed
that ByteDance had around
1.9bn monthly active users
across all of its platforms as
of December last year.
A ByteDance spokesperson confirmed the figures.
The massive popularity
of TikTok has meant that ByteDance has been scrutinized
by governments around the
world, including in the US
and China.
An executive order signed

by President Joe Biden earlier this month would force
some Chinese apps to take
tougher measures to protect
user data if they wanted to
stay in the US market.
It came after Biden revoked an executive order
from his predecessor Donald
Trump that banned Chinese
apps TikTok and WeChat in
the US.
The ban faced a series of
legal challenges and never

came into force.
In April, Chinese regulators called on 13 online platforms, including ByteDance,
to adhere to tighter regulations in their financial divisions.
It came as part of a wider
push to rein in the country’s
technology giants.
The authorities said the
aim was to prevent monopolistic behavior and the “disorderly expansion of capital.”

UK to capitalize on science and technology breakthroughs
PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson said he would lead
a new drive to capitalize on
scientific and technological
breakthroughs made in Britain with a program to direct
research into areas that will
benefit the public good.
Johnson will chair a
group set up to “provide strategic direction on the use of
science and technology as the
tools to tackle great societal
challenges, level up across
the country and boost pros-

perity around the world,” his
office said.
Seeking strategic gains
for post-Brexit Britain, the
plan looks to build on the
success of the country’s coronavirus vaccine program and
identify other areas where
the research and development sector can benefit from
government funding.
“From discovery to delivery, our vaccination program has proven what the
UK can achieve at scale and

at speed,” Johnson said in a
statement.
“With the right direction, pace and backing, we
can breathe life into many
more scientific and technological breakthroughs that
transform the lives of people across the UK and the
world.”
The government’s Chief
Scientific Adviser, Patrick
Vallance, will head a new
public body whose role will
be to implement the strategy.

Beyond coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccines and treatments, Britain
wants to use its research capability to secure some of the
economic benefits of a shift
toward greener technology,
although competition from
other nations is intense.
The majority of research
and development spending
in Britain is funded by the
private sector, and overall investment in 2018 was 1.731%
of GDP according to Organi-

zation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) data — below the
2.419% OECD average.
Since leaving the European Union, the government
has announced plans to increase its spending on R&D.
It plans to invest 14.9
billion pounds ($20.58 billion) in 2021/22, rising to 22
billion by 2024/25, and has
committed to raise total R&D
investment to 2.4% of economic output by 2027.

