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Local party to field local candidates, support Sara

FORMER Cebu City
Councilor Joey Daluz said
that before he left Partido
Barug, he was informed by
the Commission on Election
(COMELEC) that Panaghiusa Party is still active.
He said that when he
ran for Cebu City councilor
in 2016, he used Partido Panaghiusa in his certificate of
candidacy.
“Our national party at
that time was United Nationalists Association (UNA) of
then Vice President Jejomar
Binay. Our local parties
were Panaghiusa and Team
Rama,” Daluz said.
He said that in 2019,
Vice Mayor Michael Rama
has organized Partido Barug
which is recognized by the
COMELEC as a political party in the entire Visayas (Regions 6,7&8).
“In effect he (Rama) left
Partido Panaghiusa. The stalwarts of Panaghiusa like the
late Rep. Antonio Cuenco,
Senator John H. Osmeña and
my mother (Nenita Cortes
Daluz) had died,” Daluz said.
Daluz who is the incumbent chairman of the Metropolitan Cebu Water District
(MCWD) said the first time
Panaghiusa participated in
an election was in 1984. Its

assemblymen in Cebu City
were Cuenco in the south
and Marcelo Fernan in the
north. In the Cebu Province,
those who participated in the
election were Nenita “Inday
Nita” Cortes Daluz, Osmundo
Rama, Ribomapil Holganza
Sr., Andres Flores, and Emmanuel Paquiao. But only Inday Nita won.
In 1987, Panaghiusa produced five congressmen in
the persons of Rep. Vicente
“Tingting” dela Serna (6th
District), Rep. Antonio Cuenco (Cebu City North), Rep.
Raul Del Mar (Cebu City
North), Rep. Pablo P. Garcia
(3rd District),
and Rep. Antonio “Tonying”
Bacaltos (Cebu
1st District).
In 1988, Inday Nita ran for
Cebu governor
against Lito Osmeña who won.
In Cebu City
Jose Cuenco ran
for Cebu City
mayor against
Tomas R. Osmeña who won.
In 2016, Panaghiusa
was
used again under the leader-

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
ship of then Cebu City Mayor
Michael Rama.
“When the COMELEC informed me that Panaghiusa
is still accredited for 36 years
already, Panaghiusa was a
convergence of all opposition
groups against then President (Ferdinand E.) Marcos,
against injustice at that time.
So, it is not proper to leave
Panaghiusa which is registered by the COMELEC until
now,” Daluz said.
For principle in the May
2022 elections, all leaders of
Panaghiusa, Partido Barug

and Partido Kusog of former
Cebu City Mayor Alvin Garcia have made an alliance because they were in one group
since they bolted the association of Bando Osmeña Pundol
Kauswagan (BOPK).
“The purpose of reviving
groups in Cebu City is to show
that we have political parties
that are registered with the
COMELEC. Political parties
have different platforms and
ideologies,” Daluz said.
He said that Panaghiusa is
teaching the voters to shy away
from personality politics. A
political party should have an
ideology and a platform, not
a popularity of a
person.
He recalled
the time of a
two-party system when platforms of the
political parties
were released to
the public first
before presenting the track records of the candidates.
“We should
first present to
the people the
party principle,
not the personality of a person,”

Daluz said.
He added that Panaghiusa is allied with Mayor Sara
Duterte Alliance (MSDA).
“We
are
supporting
(Davao City) Mayor Sara
Durtete as our presidential
candidate if ever she runs for
president come May 2022.
We believe in the capacity of
Mayor Sara to lead our country,” Daluz said.
Sara Duterte is not a member of a national party but to
her Hugpong Pagbabago.
Daluz said his national
party is PDP-Laban because of
the late Senate President Aquilino “Nene” Pimentel Jr.
“Panaghiusa
has
already been regrouping in the
past several months. We are
well-organized in Cebu City,
although we are still trying our
best to have leaders in every
barangay of Cebu Province,”
Daluz said.
He said it is not hard for
him to revive the strength of
Panaghiusa because its principles have been in his cabinet for a long time. If they will
conduct an education campaign, the educators already
have guides to follow.
“The principle of Panaghiusa is not too far away
from that of the PDP-Laban,”
Daluz said.
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Innovation, technology
seen to help Cebu BPO
sector regain faster growth
CEBU’S business process
outsourcing (BPO) sector will
invest more in innovation
and technology so that it can
get back to faster growth after
slowing down in recent years,
an industry group said Monday.
Even before the pandemic, the IT-BPM sector’s
growth had been slower compared to 2010 to 2016 when
it expanded at a rate of 10 to
15 percent per year, Cebu ITBPM Organization president
Pert Cabataña told ANC.
Growth in 2019 was at 7
percent, while the projection
for the year 2020 to 2022 was
revised downward to 3 to 5

percent, he
said.
“That
kind of low
growth
is
expected to
continue for
the next few
years. That’s
why
were
taking this
opportunity to inject
something
new into the
industry such that it would be
able to recover its fast-growth
trajectory,” Cabataña said
Cabataña said the group
would hold a virtual summit

from July 12 to 15 as a sign
of their determination “to do
something drastic.”
In Cebu, the summit
intends to boost new inno-

vations and
ecosystem
development,
he said, adding that technology such
as artificial
intelligence
would create
high-value
jobs.
Despite the
pandemic, the Cebu
BPO
space
managed to add headcount
to its total workforce while
other companies trimmed
down due to the impact of
COVID-19, Cabataña said.

“We were able to attack
more business, more investors, more business by doing
well what we have been doing,” he said.
“But we cannot rest on
our laurels, we have to get to
the next level in order to accelerate again not just stagnate on the same level,” he
added.
Collaboration with the
government and the academe
as well as improvements in
the telecommunication space
are among the crucial factors
needed to achieve accelerated growth in the industry, Cabataña said. ABS-CBN
NEWS

PEZA-MEZ locators receive safety seal certificates from DOLE
THE Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE)
the other day awarded thirteen
(13) Philippine Economic Zone
Authority-Mactan Economic
Zone (PEZA-MEZ) registered
export enterprises with Safety
Seal Certificates.
Said PEZA-MEZ locators
are found compliant with the
minimum public health standards and have also adopted
a digital contact tracing application that effectively contains
the spread of Covid-19.
Six (6) awardees came
from MEZ I, namely: Feeder
Apparel Corporation; Feeder Apparel Corporation- FIT

(Printing); On Semiconductor
Cebu Philippines, Inc.; Mactan
Apparels Incorporated; Metro
Wear Incorporated; and TMX
Philippines Incorporated.
From MEZ II, the export
companies that successfully
got a Safety Seal Certificate
were Delfingen PH-Filipinas
Incorporated; Lear Philippines
Engineering Branch; and Matluster Corporation.
The other awardees were
from the Cebu Light Industrial Park (CLIP): Duck-Il Korea
Incorporated; Global Wear
Manufacturing Incorporated;
Teradyne Philippines Ltd.; and
Vertex One Apparel Philip-

pines Incorporated.
“The PEZA-MEZ is the
first export processing zone in
the entire country to receive
the Safety Seal Certificates
this many. This is a good start
for the collaboration of DOLE
and PEZA and we are looking
forward to transforming the
whole zone into a safer place,
whereby all its locators will finally institutionalize the adoption and implementation of the
government’s Safety Seal Program,” said DOLE-7 Regional
Director Salome O. Siaton.
She underscored the gains
that the locators will benefit
from observing the minimum

public health standards and
added, “Having been issued
with a Safety Seal Certificate
is a demonstration of the companies’ compliance with the
rules and regulations set forth
by government. And the certificate, itself, is a marketing tool
which will help gain the trust
of foreign investors. It will also
tell the workers and all other
stakeholders that it’s safe to
visit and work in and transact
with these companies.”
“Our sincere thanks goes
out most especially to Atty.
Abdullah Adel-Khan P. Alug,
Zone Administrator of PEZA-MEZ and VisMin SEZs

for his support and generous
assistance extended to us for
the successful conduct of the
issuance and awarding of the
Safety Seal Certificates to their
locators,” added Siaton.
Present during the awarding ceremony, which was held
at the Waterfront Airport Hotel and Casino, were DTI-7 Regional Director, Ma. Elena C.
Arbon; Mr. Marlon Barrientos
of DOT-7; Mr. Dodon Montesclaros of the MEPZCEM, Inc.;
Atty. Danilo Almendras, who
represented Lapulapu City
Mayor Junard “Ahong” Chan;
and the rest of the Senior Officials of DOLE-7. PR

RDC-7 calls for thorough study on Cebu town reclamation project
THE Regional Development Council in Central Visayas (RDC-7) has called on all
stakeholders and government
agencies to carefully study
the impact of the proposed
234.8-hectare
reclamation
project in Consolacion, northern Cebu on the local economy.
The reclamation project,
spearheaded by La Consolacion Seafront Development
Corp. (LCSDC), aims to create a so-called “Seafront City,”
which would supposedly turn

the foreshore, offshore, and
seas within Consolacion into
an international economic
hub.
“We hope that the Consolacion project is backed up by
sound financial and business
plans, as well as environmental
impact studies. We also hope
that their financial partner has
relevant experience and the
financial muscle for the project,” said Gordon Alan Joseph,
chairperson of the RDC-7 Infrastructure Development and
Power Sub-Committees, in a

statement on Tuesday.
The RDC-7 said stakeholders such as shipyards and
fisherfolk have raised concerns
that they were not included
in stakeholder discussions regarding the reclamation project.
“It is now up to the project
proponents and the affected
stakeholders to meet to discuss environmental and business disruption mitigation
measures and see to it that
these are implemented,” Joseph said.

Shipyards and fisherfolk
have said the reclamation project would displace them, and
the project does not propose
any measures designed to prevent the loss of livelihood.
Shipyards have also filed
a case in court, challenging
Consolacion Mayor Joannes
Alegado’s decision to shorten
their business permits.
There have been environmental concerns that were
raised about the reclamation
project, such as the narrowing
of the water passageway that

could lead to stronger floods
in the communities of Consolacion.
Shipyards have also said
the narrowing of the passageway could lead to increased
risks of ships hitting infrastructure within the navigational area, according to the
RDC-7 statement.
“Our last hope is that this
project is designed as a green,
world-class smart city project and not just another unplanned landfill,” Joseph said.
PNA
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Visayas power demand picks up
as local economy recovers
THE power demand in the
Visayas is slowly approaching
the pre-pandemic levels, an official from the Department of
Energy (DOE) in the Visayas
said.
Jose Rey Maleza, chief of
the Energy Industry Management Division of DOE-Visayas,
said the power demand for this
year is increasing to reach the
peak demand recorded in 2020.
“If we compare the demand
now to the previous year, we ca
not say that we have fully recovered for the whole Visayas.
Our reference was the demand
during the time before the declaration of the Covid-19 pandemic in the middle of March

2020,” he told SunStar Cebu in an interview.
In
January
2020, before the
state of emergency declaration due
to Covid-19, a high
demand of 2,186
megawatts (MW)
was recorded all
over the Visayas.
After that, power
demand was reduced because
of the enhanced community
quarantine or lockdowns implemented in most areas.
The lessened demand was
brought about by the partial
and full closure of some indus-

trial and commercial establishments in major cities, like Cebu
amid the increase in residential
consumption caused by work
from home set-ups.
The 2020 peak demand after the state of emergency was

at 2,098 MW on Aug.
26, 2020, when Cebu
shifted to general
community quarantine after seven weeks
of hard lockdowns
due to the rise of coronavirus infections.
Maleza said
for 2021, the DOE
has so far recorded a
demand peak of 2,154
MW on May 6, and
this is only for grid-connected
demand
“You have to take note that
residential has only minimal
contribution (to consumption)
compared to the commercial
and industrial,” Maleza said.

Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
president Felix Taguiam said
they are conducting a dialogue
with the generation companies and utilities firms to get a
clearer picture of Cebu’s current
power demand situation.
For his part, Mandaue
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) president Steven
Yu said they expect power consumption to go up as businesses reopen and study from home
continues.
“However,
unexpected
developments and black swan
events in the export segment
can also affect power consumption,” he said. SUNSTAR CEBU

LTFRB 7 to pay companies for Postpone May 2022
free ride program participation elections: Espina
TRANSPORTATION
companies in Central Visayas
that participated in the public
utility vehicle (PUV) free ride
program for medical frontliners and authorized persons
outside of residence will be
paid for their participation.
Land
Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 7 Director
Eduardo Montealto Jr. assured the 43 transportation
companies operated by 29
transport operators in the region that they will receive their
payout in the coming weeks.

He said their central office
is obliged to pay P158 million
to these operators after regional offices forward all relevant documents.
The LTFRB and its head
agency, the Department of
Transportation (DOTr), implemented the program in
April until June 30 when the
Bayanihan to Recover As One
Act (Bayanihan 2) expired.
Under the program, an initial subsidy of P4,000 was paid
to participating drivers upon
the signing of the contract.
The payout was done

weekly based on the daily actual kilometer run multiplied
by the kilometer fee rate of
P82.50 for public utility buses
(PUBs) and P52.50 for public
utility jeepneys (PUJs), both
traditional and modern.
Thirty percent of the
amount for the weekly payout
went to the driver and the remaining 70 percent went to the
operator to defray daily operational and maintenance costs.
In Central Visayas alone,
about 100 PUBs and modern
PUJs were deployed under the
program. SUNSTAR CEBU

Globe Business empowers SMEs
EVERY business that has
survived and beaten the pandemic odds carries an inspiring
story of creativity, grit, and resilience worthy of recognition.
By capturing and telling
these stories, Globe Business
honors the local micro, small
and medium business owners through this year’s Saludo
SMEs campaign, cheering them
on with the message “Through
The Changing Times, Tuloy
Tayo!”, and supporting them as
a trusted partner does so that
they can confidently move their
business forward.
The ‘Saludo SMEs’ campaign is Globe Business’ annual
initiative to recognize the contribution to sustainable economic

development made by micro,
small and medium businesses.
It was first launched in 2019 to
shine a spotlight on SME challenges and successes and inspire
other entrepreneurs facing similar struggles to keep going, and
coming off a troubled 2020, the
campaign message feels more
poignant than ever.
This year’s campaign kicked
off with a virtual event featuring
special messages from Globe
President and CEO Ernest Cu
and Ayala Corporation President and CEO Fernando Zobel
de Ayala. In their messages, the
respected business leaders highlighted how they collaborate to
empower MSMEs with the right
tools and skills to reinvent their

business and own their success.
Cited was the tri-pillar program between Globe Business,
Bank of the Philippine Islands
(BPI), and the Ayala Enterprise
Circle (AEC) which helps SMEs
retool and shift to digital to thrive
in the post-pandemic digital era.
The three organizations
work together to curate services that complement one
another to give SME owners
a perfect set of tools to confidently navigate the changing
business landscape.
Globe Business offers an array of digital business solutions
to equip MSMEs in their digital journey including products,
platforms, learning programs,
and technology assistance. BPI

FORMER Cebu City
Councilor Erik Espina said
Congress has still time to postpone the May 2022 election
for at least three years because of Corona Virus Disease
(Covid-19) pandemic.
Espina said the only two
reasons for Congress to amend
the 1987 Constitution by extending the coming election are
world war and health pandemic.
This time, Espina said,
extending the election by Congress is because of the Covid-19
pandemic, and the shrinking
economy as the result.
Espina, a reserved brigadier
general of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP), told
DYRC radio and Cebu Business
Week that the country was able
to maintain democracy when
election was suspended in the
1940s because of World War II.
Espina, a tri-media personality, said the terms of then President Manuel L. Quezon and
then Vice President Sergio Osmeña Sr. were extended when
they were in the United States.
“They’ve extended their terms
since there was no election because of World War II. Their

terms were exceeded, yet they
were looked at by the people as
legal and constitutional president and vice president,” said
Espina, a TV anchor and newspaper columnist.
He said the Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) said that
in times of world war and health
pandemic, Congress can postpone the May 2022 election.
“The President (Rodrigo
R. Duterte) and Congress must
debate on this matter of postponing the May 2022 election
because of Covid-19 pandemic,” Espina said.
He said he is advocating
for the postponement of the
coming May 2022 election,
and hold a public debate on
the issue. How will democracy
work without election.
“Shall we hold an election
next year and be in danger of
spreading Covid-19? As of now,
only six percent of the more than
100 million Filipinos are vaccinated. Are we ready to fight this
pandemic especially if the variant will hit the country? What is
the value of an election if several people will die?” Espina said.

SME Loans, on the other hand,
has developed Biz Tech, a loan
program specifically for Globe
Business MSMEs who need a financial boost for their business,

while AEC extends exclusive
perks and benefits from other
Ayala companies to help Globe
Business customers save on expenses.

ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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Pacquiao’s gamble
Senator
Manny
Pacquiao could have
left for the Errol Spence
fight without answering the challenge hurled
by President Rodrigo
Duterte on corruption.
But the Pacman would
appear a wimp. Done
even as Duterte’s loyal
hound Energy Secretary
Alfonso does his best to
Weekly Notes
oust the Pacman from Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
PDP-Laban, I think the
presidential affront aimed to distract. The boxer needs to
focus on his training, not politics.
But the world boxing champ answered with a wallop. He
listed as corrupt several government agencies and specifically
named Sec. Francisco Duque. Interestingly, President Duterte initially said he would investigate. After all, he lamented
weeks ago about the rampant corruption in his government.
Now, the president wants Pacquiao to probe the allegations.
The next few weeks until the Pacquiao-Spence fight,
Duterte and the DDS trolls can bash the boxer all they can.
The agencies named will be forced to go into the defensive.
I believe the Pacman also bets the Filipino people, including
the DDS, will be drawn to the publicity buildup of the international fight. Meanwhile his staff focuses on digging into the
corruption charges. The bashing will fall on deaf ears.
Confident of winning the fight, expect Pacquaio to announce his candidacy after being declared as winner. Expect him to return not just a victor, his team should be able
to dig up enough proof of corruption to hurt the Duterte
presidency and the presidential daughter.
Leni support grows
Many speculated that the death former president Noynoy Aquino would politically benefit another Aquino like
Kris and Bam Aquino.
However, I came across this video being passed in
private chatgroups of Kris Aquino endorsing Vice President Leni Robredo. During the mass for PNoy at the Sacred Heart Parish Church early last week, I saw faces of
Leni Robredo supporters. I saw the fight being rekindled
with the death of PNoy. I am sure the pro-Leni advocates
from various political persuasion will get their acts together. Friday evening, one group of Leni supporters met in
Mandaue City. Aside from discussions about further expanding their ranks in Metro Cebu, the Leni Tanging Pagasa also sought to sharpen their messaging.
Sara advocates
On the other side, a national organization helping
push the candidacy of Davao City Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio had a two-day assembly in Lapu-Lapu City.
Expect them to renew their Run Sara Run campaign with
added vigor.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for strategic
communications of PRWorks Inc., is a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPHil. DM him
@anol_cebu)
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Corruption
The current tiff between
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and Sen. Manny Pacquiao
has pushed corruption as a
major issue in the coming
elections.
Pres. Duterte has not denied the existence of corruption. However, Sen. Pacquiao
chimed in saying corruption
exists three-fold. While the
senator explained he is merely helping the administration
clean up, the president responded as if the Pacman is
a political enemy.
Thus, while the world
champion
prepares
for
his probably last title fight
against Errol Spence Jr. in
Las Vegas, expect the Duterte administration to move
against him.
For instance, though
Pacquiao already won fa-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

vorable rulings years before
the pandemic, Duterte mentioned the tax case as proof
of the senator’s alleged corruption.
This may show how the
lame duck president thinks.
However, expect the DDS
trolls to mindlessly follow up.
The obvious object now:
use the next two months to
deflate the growing support
Pacquaio has gained. The
troll narrative is that the
boxing champion cannot become president because of
education.
They just need to counter
the Pacman’s rags to riches
narrative. His feat of having addressed an assembly
in Oxford. And the Filipino
pride he advances worldwide.
Inside PDP-Laban, the
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party vice president pursues
efforts to remove Pacquiao
as president and his supporters. The call involves making
President Duterte run for
vice president with presidential alalay Sen. Bong Go as
the presidential bet.
This move will further
embroil PDP-Laban in controversy as Pacman supporters are expected to resist.
Meanwhile,
presidential
daughter Davao City Mayor
Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio
will sail smoothly with her
allied parties with Hugpong
Ng Pagbabago (HNP).
Nevertheless, the senator has succeeded in putting
at the center stage the issue
of corruption. Expect him to
raise the ante when he returns after his expected victory against Spence.
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Massive ransomware attack
potentially hit 1,000 businesses
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

A ransomware attack on
a US IT company potentially
targeted 1,000 businesses,
researchers said Saturday
(Jul 3), with one of Sweden’s biggest supermarket
chains revealing it had to
temporarily close around
800 stores after losing access to its checkouts. Kaseya
said Friday evening it had
limited the attack to a small
percentage of our customers
who use its signature VSA
software - currently estimated at fewer than 40 world-

wide. But cybersecurity firm
Huntress Labs said in a Reddit forum that it was working
with partners targeted in the
attack, and that the software
was manipulated to encrypt
more than 1,000 companies.
The impacted businesses
had files encrypted and were
left electronic messages asking for ransom payments
of thousands or millions of
dollars. President Joe Biden
said on Saturday he has directed US intelligence agencies to investigate who was
behind the attack. Huntress
Labs said on Friday it believed the Russia-linked REvil ransomware gang was to
blame for the latest ransomware outbreak. Last month,
the FBI blamed the same
group for paralysing meat
packer JBS. Biden said he
had directed US intelligence
agencies to investigate, and
the United States will respond if they determine
Russia is to blame. During

a summit in Geneva on Jun
16, Biden urged Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
crack down on cyber hackers emanating from Russia,
and warned of consequences
if such ransomware attacks
continued to proliferate.
(CNA)
oOo
Singapore-based online
fashion retailer Zalora says
it is pushing ahead with its
green commitment and trying to reduce its environmental footprint. Making
sustainability part of their
business model is critical
for online retailers, especially as the industry is coming
under intense criticism for
its heavy use of plastics in
packaging. Environmental
groups such as Greenpeace
warned that waste from
China’s e-commerce sectors
could more than quadruple
by 2025, Reuters reported. Building a sustainable
online business has been

a priority for Republiqe, a
virtual clothing retailer that
sells 100% digital garments,
according to its website. Its
founder James Gaubert said
the company wants to position itself as the world’s first
fully digital virtual fashion
brand. He said that what
they do as a brand is essentially treat consumers as real-life avatars. A consumer
comes onto their site, they
choose a garment or garments of clothing, and then
at point of purchase, they upload a photo of themselves.
From there, the digital tailoring team takes over and
tailor that photo with their
garment for them to then
push out and present on social media. Countries need
to take the lead on issues
such as climate change, said
Vinod Thomas, visiting professor at the National University of Singapore’s Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy. He said providing the

right leadership is vital and
pointed out that Singapore
is well-positioned. (CNBC)
oOo
Facebook Inc (FB) said
it has resolved a technical
issue that caused some users
trouble accessing Facebook,
Messenger, Workplace, and
Instagram on Saturday. A
spokesperson told Reuters
that they resolved the issue
as quickly as possible for everyone who was impacted,
and they apologize for any
inconvenience. Facebook,
Instagram and Messenger
were down for thousands of
users on Saturday, according
to outage tracking website
Downdetector.com. Downdetector tracks outages by
collating status reports from
a series of sources, including
user-submitted errors on its
platform. The outages might
be affecting a larger number
of users. (Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Cebuano governors of Davao province

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

It was not only Antonio
Minoza, the Municipal President of Argao, Cebu that migrated to Davao after having
been appointed in 1917 as
Deputy Governor of the Department of Mindanao and
Sulu but many others.
The Department of Mindanao and Sulu was created
on July 23, 1914 by virtue of
Act No. 2408 enacted by the
Philippine National Assembly. In 1920, the department
was abolished and replaced
by the Bureau of Non-Chris-

tian Tribes.
The first Cebuano Governor of Davao was Eulalio
E. Causing, a lawyer and a
former Member of the Provincial Board of Cebu and
Congressman. Causing was
a member of the Provincial
Board of Cebu in 1907 during
the time of Governor Dionisio Jakosalem who replaced
Don Sergio Suico Osmeña Sr.
when the latter ran for the
Philippine National Assembly.
Eulalio E. Causing belonged to the Brave Islanders of Bantayan who carved
a name not only in Cebu politics but also in Davao when
the latter became the First
Filipino Civilian Governor of
Davao Province. Causing was
appointed on January 1, 1915
and ended his service in 1917.
When Causing vacated his
congressional seat, he was
succeeded by Tomas Alonso,
a son of Asturias, Cebu. Causing, after his governorship of
Davao, came back to Cebu to
become a Presiding Judge of
the Court of First Instance.

The second Cebuano to
become Governor of Davao
was Francisco Sales who
served the Davao Province
from 1917 to 1923. It was
during the time of Governor Sales that Davao rose to
national prominence when
the Mayor of Manila Justo
Lukban on October 25, 1918,
ordered the rounding up of
alleged prostitutes and forcibly brought them to Davao to
work in the plantations.
The next Cebuano to
become Governor of Davao
was born in Danao, Cebu,
his name, Alejandro Durano
Almendras Sr. A war hero
during the World War II (his
war exploits is mentioned in
the book of Col. Manuel F.
Segura entitled The Koga Papers). He was a 3rd year law
student when he ran for Governor of Davao in 1950. After being reelected as Davao
Governor he was appointed
by President Carlos P. Garcia
as Secretary of the Department of General Services, he
then retired and ran and won
a seat in the Senate.

The next Cebuano who
became Governor of Davao
(1959 to 1964) was Vicente
G. Duterte, born in Danao,
Cebu. Vicente was a lawyer
who was admitted to the Bar
on February 27, 1940. So is
his son, Rodrigo Roa Duterte, who was elected mayor of
Davao City in 1988 and president in 2016.
Governor Duterte, born
on November 23, 1911, was
the son of Facundo Duterte
and Zoila Gonzales of Danao,
Cebu. He married Soledad
Gonzales Roa of Cabadbaran City, Agusan del Norte.
Fondly called “Nanay Soling,” she was born on November 14, 1916 and died on
February 4, 2012.
Don Sergio Suico Osmeña Sr., the successor president of Don Manuel Luis
Quezon, appointed Vicente
Duterte as acting mayor of
Danao.
Vicente’s siblings were
Ramon Sr. who married Rosario Regis (of the Regis clan
of Carcar, Cebu); Mariano
who married Salud Calvo;

Soledad who married a Rodis; Jorge who married a Dacayana.
Rodrigo R. Duterte became a lawyer on June 20,
1973. He signed the roll of attorney as a resident of Maasin, Southern Leyte. Four
years after passing the Bar
examinations, Rodrigo Duterte applied with the Ministry
of Justice (now Department
of Justice) and was appointed special counsel at the City
Prosecution Office in Davao
City in 1977, then promoted
as fourth assistant city prosecutor in 1979 and second
assistant city prosecutor in
1983.
After the People Power in
1986, Rodrigo was appointed
officer-in-charge of Davao
City in 1988. He ran thereafter and won. From there,
lawyer Rodrigo Duterte held
the reign of power in Davao
City up to the present, with
his lawyer daughter, Sara
Zimmerman Duterte, who
was admitted to the Bar on
May 12, 2006, as mayor and
a son, Paolo, as vice mayor.
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Manny Pacquiao for president?

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

“I’m a politician. All
politicians are dreaming of a higher position,”
quipped Manny Pacquiao.
A two-year break from
boxing has left Philippine
legend Manny Pacquiao
“hungry” to get back in
the ring for what could be
the last fight of his storied
career ― and a warm-up

for a presidential rumble. Pacquiao’s comeback
fight is a chance to prove
his mettle at 42 ― an age
when most boxers have already hung up their gloves
― and score a lucrative
payday before a widely expected tilt at the presidency next year.
But the question is he
ready to take the highest
position of the land?
The
eight-division
world champion and beloved national hero will
have tens of millions of
fans from the boxing-mad
archipelago in his corner
when he faces American
Errol Spence in Las Vegas on August 21. Then
he shall be prepare for his
presidential derby.
In Cebu, Atty. Orlando “Jun” Salatandre
with Representative Pablo John Garcia taking the
lead of organizing a net-

work of multisectoral organization in support of
the boxing icon if Manny
will finally decide in gunning for the top post.
Pacman’s honesty and
incorruptible character is
their main consideration.
But will these suffice to
steer this nation with
more than 80 million people? We are a nation beset
with corruption, police excesses in the war of drugs,
and the pandemic-stricken country still clutching
from economic squabble.
Pacquiao’s star power
in a country famed for its
celebrity-obsessed politics
would put him in a strong
position in the presidential race. But it would not
guarantee victory.
A public skirmish between Pacquiao and President Rodrigo Duterte over
the latter’s handling of the
South China Sea dispute

with Beijing and official
graft could erode support
or give rise leading to his
presidential success.
However,
Pacquiao
would face a formidable opponent if Duterte’s
daughter, Sara, were to
run for the top position.
A recent poll showed the
Davao city mayor is leading the race.
Pacquiao himself was
quoted saying that becoming a President is a destiny. “Decisions on whether
to retire after the Spence
fight or run for the highest
office are in God’s hands,
“according to him.
Pacquiao is deeply admired in the Philippines
for his generosity and
hauling himself out of
poverty to become one of
the world’s greatest and
wealthiest boxers. Dozens
of locals wait outside his
gym in downtown Gener-

al Santos in the hope of
catching a glimpse of the
rags-to-riches hero ― and
receiving some money.
He promises to start
with sending “hundreds or
thousands” of crooked politicians to a purpose-built
“mega prison”. “There are
so many problems in this
country caused by corruption... there’s no economic
growth and development,
there’s no improvement,”
he said.
But would this be
enough? As a hopeful
leader in this nation, it
will take not just honesty
and integrity in hauling
this country to its gargantuan problems but better
economic direction and
plans to liberate us from
this quagmire. Let us just
brace what happen next
after Manny’s fight. Write
us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Urgent need for economic reform,
protection of all workers (2)

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

In lieu of my column,
I am reprinting this
message of Pope Francis
during
the
recently
concluded 109th Session
of the International
Labor Conference, June
3-19, 2021, Geneva,
Switzerland

Opening his message on
the occasion of the 109th
meeting of the International
Labor Organization (ILO),
Pope Francis noted that in
recent months, the organization has done “a commendable job of dedicating
particular attention to our
most vulnerable brothers
and sisters”.
The Pope then called on
trade unionists and leaders
of workers” associations
“not to allow themselves
to be ‘straitjacketed’, to focus on the real situation
of the neighborhoods and
communities in which they
operate, while addressing
issues related to broader
economic policies and ‘macro-relationships’”.
Trade unions must also
guard the walls of the city
of work, like a guard who
watches over and protects
those inside the city of
work, but who also watches over and protects those
outside the walls, said the
Pope.
Addressing the participants, Pope Francis asked
that political leaders and all

those who work in governments “always seek inspiration in that form of love that
is political charity”.
He reminded business
people that their true vocation is “to produce wealth
in the service of all”, business abilities are a gift from
God and “should always be
clearly directed to the development of others and to
eliminating poverty, especially through the creation
of diversified work opportunities”.
Sometimes, in speaking of private property we
forget that it is a secondary
right, which depends on
this primary right, which is
the universal destination of
goods, said the Pope.
Looking to the future,
it is fundamental that the
Church, and therefore the
action of the Holy See with
the ILO, support measures
that correct unjust or incorrect situations that condition labor relations and that
completely subjugate them
to the idea of “exclusion”, or
that violate the fundamental rights of workers, said

the Pope.
He added that “here we
also need a reform of the
economic system, a deep
reform of the economy. The
way the economy is run
must be different, it must
also change”, he added.
He noted that we have
been reminded by the pandemic that there are “no
differences or boundaries
between those who suffer”.
We are fragile and, at
the same time, all of great
value. We hope that what
is happening around us will
shake to our core. The time
has come to eliminate inequalities, to cure the injustice that is undermining the
health of the entire human
family”, said the Pope.
On understanding work.
The Pope noted that work
goes beyond what is traditionally known as “formal
employment”.
The lack of social protection for workers in the
informal or hidden economy and their families makes
them particularly vulnerable to clashes and they “cannot rely on the protection

offered by social insurance
or social assistance schemes
aimed at tackling poverty”.
The Pope then turned
his thoughts to women.
“Women in the hidden
economy feel the impact
of Covid-19 in many ways,
from isolation to extreme
exposure to health risks”.
He noted that a lack of
accessible day-care centers
leaves workers’ children
“exposed to an increased
health risk because their
mothers have to take them
to the workplace or leave
them unattended at home”.
“It must be ensured that
social assistance reaches
the hidden economy and
pays special attention to the
particular needs of women
and girls”, said the Pope.
As we look for solutions
to returning to a greater
post-pandemic
economic
recovery, Pope Francis explained, “we must look for
solutions that will help us
build a new future of work
based on decent and dignified working conditions” always “promoting the common good”.

Cebu Business Week

July 5 - 11, 2021

7

BUSINESS

PH maintains lower-middle-income
status amid pandemic
THE Philippines remained a lower-middle-income economy after a coronavirus pandemic pulled the
economy down last year, according to the World Bank.
The country’s gross national income (GNI) per capita
went down by 11% to $3,430
last year from $3,850 a year
earlier, based on updated data
posted on the multilateral
lender’s website
This fell within the lender’s income bracket for lower-middle-income economies
of $1,046 to $4,095 GNI per
capita, which was raised from
$1,036-$4,045 last year to account for inflation.
The World Bank also increased its income range for
the
upper-middle-income
bracket to a GNI capital of
$4,096-$12,695 from $4,046$12,535.
The Philippines targets to

graduate to the upper-middle-income status by 2022. It
is also seeking to get an “A”
long-term credit rating next
year, when it loses access to
concessional loans.
The government was still
on track to be within the higher income bracket by the second half of next year, Socio-

economic Planning Secretary
Karl Kendrick T. Chua said in
a Viber message on Sunday.
The economy’s record
9.6% drop in economic output
last year led to a lower GNI
per capita income, he said. His
office estimates that the country lost P2 trillion in potential economic output last year

amid coronavirus lockdowns.
The Philippines joined
54 other countries in the
lower-middle-income
category, which includes India,
Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar,
Timor-Leste and Vietnam.
The World Bank said other economies still managed
to climb higher in the income

classifications despite the
pandemic, such as Moldova,
which is now an upper-middle-income economy with a
GNI per capita of $4,570.
Countries that graduated
to the lower-middle-income
status from being low-income
economies were: Haiti, whose
GNI per capita rose to $1,250,
and Tajikistan with a $1,060
GNI per capita.
Economies that moved to
a lower category were Belize,
Indonesia, Iran, Mauritius,
Panama, Romania and Samoa.
Philippine GNI — the sum
of its economic output and net
income received from overseas — dropped by 11.4% in
2020, a complete turnaround
from the 5.4% growth in 2019.
For the first quarter, its
GNI fell by 10.9%, sharper
than the 1.6% slump a year
earlier. BUSINESSWORLD

Cooperatives to rebound from Covid pandemic
INDUSTRY stakeholders
expressed optimism on the recovery of different cooperatives
in the country that will help
address unemployment and
poverty amid the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.
At the Philippine celebration of the International Day of
Cooperatives on Saturday, officials of the government and the
private sector highlighted the
significant role of cooperatives

in helping revive the Philippine
economy from the ill-effects of
the pandemic.
Judith Hermanson of International Cooperative Research Group stressed the difference that cooperatives make
in promoting social equity in
the Philippines through “care
and concern for the community”.
“They demonstrate collective action combined with
care... We found in the Phil-

ippines that they do big difference. These strengths truly
have transformative powers,”
Hemanson said.
This was echoed by Regional Network for Development of Agricultural Cooperatives in the Asia and Pacific
Chair Sundeep Kumar Nayak
who expressed hopes that the
country’s cooperatives will remain resilient as instruments
for economic development.
Meanwhile,
Coopera-

K-12 graduates seen as vehicle
for digitalization of rice farming
GRADUATES from the
K-to-12 agriculture track are
being positioned as possible
evangelists for digitizing rice
production, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) said in a statement last week.
The DA’s Philippine Rice
Research Institute (PhilRice)
proposed the employment of
K-to-12 graduates as so-called
“infomediaries” in municipal
agriculture offices.
The recommendation was
made in the June issue PhilRice’s policy-brief series, Rice
Science for Decision-Makers.

Others that can step into
such roles are graduates of
state universities and colleges,
and members of youth organizations.
According to PhilRice Supervising Science Research
Specialist Jaime A. Manalo IV, “It is just wise to start
with young people given their
tech-savvy nature.”
The Rice-Based Farm
Households survey taken from
2016 to 2017 indicates that information technology access
among farmers was high at
93%, but its use in rice cultiva-

tion is 31%.
The department also proposed to integrate agriculture
lessons into the high school curriculum.
In the fourth quarter last
year, crop output fell 0.4%,
turning around from the growth
of 1% a year earlier.
Agriculture
Secretary
William D. Dar has said that
rice production is expected
to increase in 2021 on the
assumption that no strong
typhoons traverse the major
production areas. BUSINESSWORLD

tives Development Authority
(CDA) Assistant Secretary Virgilio Lazaga pointed out that
while a number of cooperatives
suffered from losses due to
Covid-19 pandemic, some were
able to cope up with the basic
needs, particularly in the sectors of food and health, among
others.
“Our aim is to lead cooperatives in the international
markets to address the under
employment and poverty. The
spirit of altruism is one true
solution... With this we can al-

ways say that we are all headed
to our mandate... and we look
forward to have good relationships in the future,” Lazaga
said.
For his part, Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez recognized
the role and importance of cooperatives “as economic actors ensuring that there will be inclusive
economic development.”
“Cooperatives will always
remain as integral partners of
the DTI in achieving greater
economy,” he noted. THE MANILA TIMES

Diesel, gas prices up for 6th
straight week; kerosene down
OIL firms have announced adjustments in
diesel and gasoline prices,
marking the sixth consecutive week of increases, and a
reduction in kerosene prices
effective Tuesday.
In separate statements,
Caltex, Petro Gazz, PTT Philippines, Seaoil, and Shell
said they will increase prices
of diesel by P0.10 per liter
and gasoline by P0.60 per liter.
Cleanfuel will only hike

prices of gasoline by P0.60
per liter but with no adjustment on diesel prices.
Caltex, Seaoil, and Shell
will cut kerosene prices by
P0.05 per liter.
Other oil firms are expected to follow suit.
According to the Department of Energy, since last
year, gasoline prices rose by
PHP11.75 per liter, PHP9.90
per liter increase on diesel
products, and PHP8.40 per
liter for kerosene. PNA
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BIR collects nearly P1B from
firms with Tax Code violations

THE Bureau of Internal Revenue announced on
Monday its nearly P1-billion
tax collection from commercial establishments found violating various provisions of
the Tax Code during the first
five months of 2021.
So far, the agency said
it collected P995.04 million
in taxes after most of these
firms settled their tax assessment deficiencies. Those
establishments which solved
their tax problems were allowed by the BIR to resume
operations.
The BIR earlier ordered
the closure of around 207
commercial establishments
which violated some provisions of the Tax Code from
January-May 2021.
During the month of
May this year, the BIR closed

down 36 establishments and
collected P37.3 million in
taxes from these businesses
after they resolved their tax
issues.
BIR Deputy Commissioner Arnel Guballa also
said that in May alone, the
bureau filed 26 complaints
before the Justice Department for P702.73 million in
estimated tax liabilities of
commercial firms.
Guballa added the BIR
also filed eight cases before
the Court of Appeals involving P1.04-billion in estimated tax deficiencies in May
this year.
In 2020, the BIR shut
down 209 establishments for
Tax Code violations which
resulted in a total tax collection of P607.87-million. CNN
PHILIPPINES

Department of Energy admits higher future rate hikes
THE Department of Energy (DOE) said the 20-day
Malampaya preventive maintenance shutdown scheduled
in October this year will spark
higher rate hikes toward the
close of the year.
Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi stated the higher electric bills to be paid by
consumers will be mainly
triggered “by the shifting of
fuel” of the gas plants – which
is quite a menacing scenario
given the soaring oil prices in
the world market.
When asked if the DOE
can assure that the recur-

rence of rotational blackouts
will not happen at the duration of the gas production facility’s downtime, the energy
chief failed to give a definitive answer. Cusi noted that
the recurrence of rotational
blackouts will not happen at
the duration of the gas production facility’s downtime
“will depend on the cooperation of NGCP (National Grid
Corporation of the Philippines as system operator) and
the power plants.”
When the Malampaya gas
field had its last 20-day shutdown in 2017 (from January

28 to February 16), that triggered P0.92 per kilowatt hour
(kWh) spike in the electric
bills of consumers in Luzon
or an aggregate cost burden of
P2.4 billion to the ratepayers.
To prevent a rate shock
then, the Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) ordered a
three-month staggered passon of the rate increases at the
scale of P0.30 to P0.32 per
kWh every month.
At this stage, alarm bells
are raised that the maintenance shutdown of the gas
production facility may cause
power interruptions if the si-

multaneous forced outages of
power plants will persist. The
more negative impact would
be increases in electricity tariffs because the gas plants
would have to change fuel
usage to either condensate or
other liquid fuels.
The power plants utilizing the gas output of the
Malampaya field include
the 1,000-megawatt Santa
Rita, 500MW San Lorenzo;
1,200MW Ilijan; 414MW San
Gabriel and 97MW Avion facilities. These plants account
for more than 3,200MW of
capacity being fed to the Lu-

zon grid.
This year’s maintenance
downtime of the gas field will
coincide with the concluding timeframe on production
ramp-up of manufacturing
facilities to satiate higher consumer demand during the
Christmas season.
Given the series of “forbidding events” every time
the gas field goes on preventive maintenance, the DOE
has been prodded to seriously
map out contingency plans for
this year’s October shutdown
of the Malampaya facility. MA-

AN EXECUTIVE of a
logistics integrator has recognized the government’s
efforts to boost digitalization
of processes that spur businesses’ capacities and increase opportunities amidst
the pandemic.
Constantin
Robertz,
Locad chief executive officer (CEO) and co-founder,
said recognition by both the
government and the private
sector of the importance of
electronic commerce (e-commerce) not only helps revive
the economy post-pandemic
but also “create an econo-

my that is structurally more
open and has opportunities
especially for SMEs (small
and medium enterprises).”
“At the same time, the
government supports in creating a clear framework, right
framework for consumers to
build trust and e-commerce
framework for businesses to
especially digitalize a lot of
services like e-invoicing that
can go a long way in helping
business be efficient and digitalize their processes,” he
said in a virtual briefing on
Monday.
Digitalization processes

surged during the pandemic
after the government implemented movement restrictions.
However, gaps remain
and this is what logistics and
supply chain management
integrator Locad, which was
founded in Manila and Singapore in October 2020,
wants to address.
Through a USD4.9 million (over P240 million) seed
funding from several investors like Sequoia Capital
India’s Surge, Antler, Febe
Ventures, Foxmont, Global
Founders Capital, Gokon-

gwei Family, and Hustle
Fund, Robertz said they want
to offer domestic e-commerce players, most of which
are SMEs, simple yet scalable
end-to-end solutions.
He said providing sellers
a fully digital and integrated
platform with real-time visibility on orders and inventory movements would help
address cost and delivery
time.
Robertz
said
while
e-commerce and on-demand
delivery has accelerated in
the country, many sellers still
have issues with logistics to

bring their products to consumers.
These are on top of the
issues of lack of infrastructure, resources, and experience in managing both their
online services and their own
supply chain, he added.
He further said local
executives aim to level the
playing field by helping local
businesses
increase
their opportunities and empower companies that “will
play a pivotal role in driving the Philippines’ massive
post-pandemic growth opportunity.” PNA
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Cebu City expects
P3.2B IRA in 2022

CEBU City expects a larger internal revenue allotment
(IRA) from the national government in 2022 as the Mandanas Ruling by the Supreme
Court takes effect.
The Mandanas Ruling
increases the share of national government tax revenue transferred to local
government units (LGUs),
which was among the recommendation of the World
Bank.
Cebu City will be among
the LGUs that will benefit
greatly with the Mandanas
Ruling taking effect as the
city will see a raise of P900
million on its IRA starting
2022.
Normally, Cebu City only
gets P2.3 billion per year
from the IRA, which is then
used for the annual budget or

supplemental budgets in the
year that follows.
This time, the city expects to receive P3.2 billion
per year from the IRA, almost a billion higher than
before.
Councilor Raymond Alvin Garcia, the local committee chairperson, said in a

phone conference that they
recently received advice from
the national government
over the increased IRA.
The national government
is already asking LGUs to
consider into their 2022 annual budgets the increased
IRA and the devolved agencies that may have to be cov-

ered by the city.
“This means that the city
government will have more
budgets for its operations.
However it has to cover the
cost as well because the national government will devolve some of its functions,”
said Garcia.
The city government has

CEBU City is anticipating more people to get themselves vaccinated against
COVID-19.
As a result, the city is set
to open at least seven more
vaccination centers soon.
Dr. Jeffrey Ibones, City
Health Officer, said the additional vaccination sites are
part of their preparation to
vaccinate more individuals
against COVID-19.
Ibones said the new vaccination centers set to be

opened are the University of
San Jose Recoletos, Cebu Institute of Technology – University, Southwestern University, SM City Cebu, Gaisano Country Mall, and the two
malls of Ayala – Ayala Center
Cebu and Ayala Central Bloc.
“We’re now waiting for
the go-signal to launch and
open these vaccination centers. We are planning to open
these sites in case we need to
vaccinate a lot of people,” explained Ibones in Cebuano.

Cebu City currently has
five vaccination centers.
These are the Banilad and J.
Alcantara Street campuses of
the University of Cebu, SM
Seaside City Cebu, and Robinsons Galleria.
The city aims to have at
least 21 vaccination sites to
achieve its target of inoculating 700,000 individuals with
COVID-19 vaccines before
2021 ends.
“We’re also glad that we
have identified all these 21

vaccination sites, including
one located in Colon Street.
We really need a vaccination
site in Colon Street,” Ibones
added.
Local officials here expressed optimism that they
may be able to achieve herd
immunity against COVID-19.
This after the Cebu City
Health Department (CCHD)
reported on July 5 that the
daily average of doses administered has hit close to
5,000.

yet to receive the guidelines
for the devolution of certain
agencies like the Department
of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), Department
of Health (DOH), among others.
These will need to be
considered as this is an additional expense for the city
government. The city still has
to determine which departments will be devolved and
to what extent.
Garcia said the increased
IRA is a huge difference for
the city as the budget can
be used for additional programs, infrastructure, disaster response, schools, and
hospitals.
With more funds in its
coffers, the city will have a
chance to expand its services
to the public as well. CDN

Cebu City to open 7 more vax sites soon
Cebu City reported that
they have given COVID-19
vaccines to around 110,000
individuals.
It needs to inoculate
700,000 out of its population of 900,000 in order to
achieve herd immunity.
With around 25,000
people who are fully vaccinated, Cebu City’s COVID-19
immunization coverage rate
as of this week is approximately 2.78 percent. SUNSTAR CEBU

Upland barangays now open to getting vaccinated
SINCE Cebu City conducted
its
vaccination
against coronavirus disease
2019 in the city’s upland barangays, the acceptance of
the residents of the vaccines
has improved.
Cebu City’s Vaccine Advisory Board first opened a vaccination site intended for the
residents from mountain barangays on June 18, 2021 at
Don Bosco Technical College
in Barangay Punta Princesa.
On June 19, the Board
conducted a vaccination at
Barangay Bonbon, last June
25 in Barangay Taptap, and

last July 2 in Barangay Cambinocot.
The City was able to inoculate 332 individuals at
DBTC, 362 in Bonbon, 481 in
Taptap and 460 in Cambinocot.
Cebu City Health Department
(CHD)
officer-in-charge Jeffrey Ibones
said the acceptance of residents living in the mountain
barangays has increased
due to the vaccination being
brought near them.
Ibones said the residents
might have realized that the
side effects of the vaccines

are not like what they have
imagined.
“They saw that no one
was harmed after the vaccination, they realized that it
is actually beneficial,” said
Ibones in Cebuano.
Ibones can say that the
level of acceptance of the
vaccines in the mountain
barangays increased since
the officials are now asking
the Vaccine Advisory Board
when the next vaccination in
Bonbon will be.
The vaccination site in
Bonbon caters to residents
from Bonbon, Babag, Pung-

ol Sibugay, Sudlon 1, Sudlon
2, Buot Taup and Malubog.
According to the data
provided by Management
Information and Computer Services officer-in-charge
Richter Castañares, 45,283
individuals from the mountain barangays (22,664 from
the north district and 22,619
from the south district) have
registered for the City’s vaccination program.
Cebu City has 22 mountain barangays.
Aside from the mountain
barangays, Ibones said the
overall level of confidence of

the public towards the vaccines has improved.
As long as Covid-19 vaccines are available, more
than 4,000 individuals can
be inoculated daily in all the
vaccination sites in Cebu
City.
Cebu City has opened five
vaccination sites. These are
the University of Cebu (UC)
Banilad, Robinsons Galleria, UC Senior High School
Private Campus, SM Seaside
City, and New Normal Oasis
for Adaptation and a Home
(Noah) Complex. SUNSTAR
CEBU
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LGU intervention in
MCWD needed: Daluz

FORMER Cebu City
Councilor Joey Daluz said
that when he assumed as
chairman of Metropolitan Cebu Water District
(MCWD), he found out that
there must be intervention
by the Local Government
Unit (LGU).
Daluz told Cebu Business Week that under the
law, the Cebu City mayor is
the appointing authority of
the members of the MCWD
board, even though the franchise of the water utility covers Metro Cebu.
“We have several water
sources in Cebu City, but we
lack the infrastructure. The
implementation of infrastructure is immediate. In
the meantime, we welcome
desalination plant,” Daluz
said.
He said Cebu City is

magnanimous in giving subsidies to sectoral groups, like
for example, P1.3 billion for

senior citizens for the whole
year, P1 billion financial assistance to the 80 barangays

in terms of salary, honorarium, and projects, P300 million scholarships to colleges,

almost P200 million for Persons with Disability (PWD).
“So, I asked the mayor
if he can give sectoral subsidy to MCWD in the amount
of P200 million of which the
Cebu City Government can
afford because for 2021, the
Internal Revenue Allotment
(BIR) will be increased to
P900 million. We are only
asking P200 million,” Daluz
said.
He said that P200 million from the Cebu City Government will cover the payment of consumers who consumed only 10 cubic meters
and below of water a month.
Those who will consume
11 cubic meters to 30 cubic
meters will pay only the basic water consumption and
the LGU will pay the “other
charges through the subsidy.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Court ditches plea for preliminary injunction vs Labella
A TRIAL court judge in
Cebu City has denied the
plea for the issuance of a preliminary injunction against
the termination of former
members of the board of the
Metropolitan Cebu Water
District (MCWD).
Judge Merlo Bagano of
Branch 14 of the Regional Trial Court in Cebu City
ruled that the petition lacked
legal and factual basis.
Lawyer Ralph Sevilla,
Cecilia Adlawan, and former
councilor Augustus Pe Jr.
argued that Mayor Edgar-

do Labella
lacked the
authority to have
them replaced.
“ T o
grant the
injunction would
force this
court
to
premat u r e l y
nullify the
notice of
termina-

FORMER MCWD BOARD MEMBERS (FROM LEFT) RALPH SEVILLA,
JUN PE, AND CECILIA ADLAWAN.

Vendors return to sell on the sidewalks
MORE than 600 vendors
were allowed to return to sell
on Cebu City’s sidewalks after
they were ordered to cease
from selling in 2019 by the
Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILG) on
directive of President Rodrigo
Duterte.
The vendors started selling their wares on Friday, July
2, 2021and were only allowed
to occupy an area of 2.5 meters wide.
On Monday July 5, Cebu
City Councilor Renato Osmeña Jr., Chairman of the

Committee on Market in the
Cebu City Council inspected
the area where the vendors are
located.
He was accompanied by
Raquel Arce head of the Prevention Restoration Order
Beautification Enhancement
(PROBE), Cebu City Transportation Office head Lintoni Alburo, City Department
for the Welfare of the Urban
Poor (DWUP), Cebu City Anti
Mendicancy Board and head
of Cebu City United Vendors
Association (CCUVA) Maria
Pino.

Arce revealed that the return of the vendors was based
on the recommendation of
Garbo Asenso Sumbanan Alyansa (GASA) and that there
is an ordinance giving the
vendors opportunities to voice
their concerns.
The vendors were grateful
to the Cebu City government
under the administration of
Mayor Edgardo Labella and
Vice Mayor Mike Rama, and
the members of the city council for allowing them to return
to their only means and source
of livelihood. CEBU CITY PIO

tion
by
Mayor Edgardo Labella, and
ultimately
his power or lack
thereof,
to remove
m e m bers
of
the BOD
(board
of directors),” Bagano said
in a two-

page order dated June 30,
2021.
“The Honorable Court’s
subsequent denial for issuance of a writ of preliminary injunction goes to show
that the Honorable Mayor’s
actions are within the due
bounds of law,” lawyer Rey
Gealon, Cebu City’s legal officer said.
“It is now and clear and
categorical that indeed there
is no factual or legal bases
for the issuance of the writ
prayed for,” Gealon added.
CDN
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Rep. Tutor calls on Congress to
priotize transportation safety bill
BOHOL 3rd district Rep.
Alexie Besas-Tutor has urged
her colleagues at the House of
Representatives to prioritize
the passage of bills on transportation safety in the wake
of crashes of PAF C-130 and
Blackhawk choppers.
“I expect the proper investigations to be conducted
by the PAF and the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines,” said Tutor.
A Philippine Air Force
(PAF) C130 transport plane
carrying 96 personnel of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) crash landed
in Patikul, Sulu on Sunday
morning, July 4, killing at
least 45 individuals.

Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, AFP Chief
of Staff, said
the
military
plane
with
tail no. 5125
was carrying
troops from
Cagayan
de
Oro when it
missed
the
runway while
trying to land
in Barangay
Bangkal, Patikul around 11:30 a.m.
The ill-fated aircraft was
carrying 96 soldiers onboard:
three pilots, five air crew, and
88 passengers, according to

Joint Task Force Sulu commander, Maj. Gen. William
Gonzales.
Tutor said the incident
came too soon after the re-

cent crash of
a
newly-acquired Blackhawk helicopter.
“Also
very
recently, we
Boholanos
mourned
the untimely
death of Captain Aurelios
Olano, my kababayan who
hailed
from
Candijay, Bohol. The 32-year-old Boholano pilot died last April 27
when a McDonnel Douglas
52-MG Defender attack helicopter of the PAF crashed

into the sea while on a maintenance flight in Getafe, Bohol,” she said.
Tutor said these tragedies
also highlighted the need for
thorough aircraft inspections
and continuing flight training.
”Relevant as well is the
need for a transportation
safety board to independently investigate aircraft crashes,
ship sinkings, train derailments, multiple vehicle crashes, and other major transport
safety incidents,” she said.
There have been bills
filed on transportation safety
which Tutor hopes Congress
will prioritize and regard as
urgent. Bohol Island News

Guv presents Bohol situation to SP okays BALA
New York-based Fil-Am media honoraria budget
GOV. Arthur Yap presented on Wednesday, June
30, 2021, the situation of Bohol amid the Covid-19 pandemic in a virtual interaction
with the Fil-Am Press Club of
New York (FAPCN), according to a report by the Provincial Information and Media
Relations (PRIMER) office.
The virtual interaction
was also co-organized by
the Department of Tourism
(DOT), Philippine Airlines
and Orient Tours Inc.
The governor gave the
participants an overview of

the Covid situation in the
province and presented the
plan for the gradual reopening of the tourism industry
here using the travel bubble
concept.
He also relayed information regarding the actions
taken to control the surge
of Covid cases here and
touched on the province’s
food security program, the
report bares.
Aside from Yap, other governors invited to the said interaction were Batangas Gov.
Herminigildo
Mandanas,

Sorsogon Governor Francis
Escudero, and Samar Governor Reynolds Michael Tan.
Each governor presented
to the participants the situation in their respective provinces.
Moreover, also in attendance
during the interaction were
Philippine Consul General
Elmer Cato, Josh Vasquez
of the Philippine Airlines,
FAPCNY president Grace
Labagala, and other members of the said media association. BOHOL TRIBUNE

Yap meets Telco players to find
solutions re slow internet

GOV. Arthur Yap on
Monday, July 5, 2021, met
with officials of telecommunication companies (Telco)
to talk about how to improve
the internet speed and connectivity in the province, according to a report from the
Provincial Information and
Media Relations (PRIMER)
office.
The officials from Smart,
Globe and Dito Telecommunity were present to discuss
how to expand internet service coverage to the remote
places in the province.

The meeting seeks to
forge strategies to provide
coverage especially in public spaces such as plazas,
town halls, schools, and farm
lands where internet connection is badly needed, the report says.
It is expected that the
Telco players and the provincial government with the
private sector will again meet
next week in order to craft
a memorandum of understanding for the implementation of the expansion of
internet coverage in remote

areas in the province, the report adds.
For his part, Yap said
that improved Telco coverage is an integral part of the
solution against criminality
and a way to help businesses,
the tourism industry, agriculture and educational institutions flourish.
He added that improved
Telco coverage can also help
in the seamless provision
of medical emergency response especially in remote
areas of Bohol. BOHOL TRIBUNE

VICE Gov. Rene Relampagos recognized the effort of
the Barangay Livestock Aides
(BALA) in ensuring food security in the province.
Thus, during the last
regular session of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP),
on June 29, 2021, the august
body approved a resolution
allocating a budget for the
honoraria of the BALA.
One of the priority undertakings of the Provincial
Government of Bohol under
the leadership of Gov. Arthur
Yap and Relampagos is food
security. Several programs
and projects were formed in
order to give the Boholanos
a stable, affordable and safe
supply of food. One program
supporting this initiative is
making sure that the livestock
industries are fully protected,
supported and monitored.
Even before the current
administration, the hog and
poultry industries in the
province were already proactively protected through the
creation of the BALA.
The BALA provides the
support core of the livestock industry, conceptualized in the year 1996 during
the leadership of then Gov:
Relampagos and was implemented in the year 1997.

It is only in 2020, that
the provincial government
was able to set aside funds
to provide honoraria to the
BALA.
The SP adopted a resolution approving the claims
of 39 BALA amounting to
P93,600.
The horomaria were supposed to be granted to the
said volunteers during the
previous distribution activity but were unable to claim
due to their failure to comply
with the necessary requirements, reports said.
Reports also said that in
2020, the provincial government has distributed a total
of P3.1 million for the honoraria of 1,309 BALA.
Meanwhile, Relampagos
fully appreciated the role of
the BALA. He said that he
wants to provide recognition
to the effort of the BALA in
ensuring food security in the
province.
“These volunteers have
been giving their services for
two decades free of charge
and only under this present
administration that we were
able to recognize them by way
of giving them a very modest
honorarium,” Relampagos
said in a statement. BOHOL
TRIBUNE
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U.S. economy adds
850,000 jobs last month
THE U.S. economy gained
850,000 jobs in June and
the unemployment rate rose
to 5.9 percent, from 5.8 percent, a sign that the recovery
of the world’s largest economy
is building momentum after
misses in April and May.
Economists had expected
gains of roughly 700,000 jobs
and a drop of 0.1 to 0.2 percent
in the unemployment rate as
Americans have increased activities like air travel, staying
at hotels, eating in restaurants,
and visiting movie theaters.
The positive employment
report, released Friday by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
was cheered by economists.
“June’s better-than-expected payroll gains provide
some needed reassurance that
the healing of the job market

remains a work in progress,”
said Mark Hamrick, senior
economic analyst at Bankrate.
“The June showing is solidly above this year’s monthly

average pace of more than
500,000 jobs added or recovered.”
The trajectory of the labor
market recovery over the next

few months will give policymakers — and investors — a
better sense of what the future
holds. “I think we’re going to
be looking quite carefully at

what the participation rate is
doing,” said James McCann,
deputy chief economist at Aberdeen Standard Investments.
“What the data could do is cement investors’ thinking about
when the Fed might announce
a tapering of asset purchases,”
he said.
Policymakers have mostly agreed that current pockets of inflation are transitory.
But if job gains are robust
and both unemployment and
underemployment undergo
sustained decreases, worry
about rising wages creating
inflationary pressure could
persuade Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell and
the other members of the central bank to revisit its massive
bond-buying program sooner
rather than later. NBC NEWS

US adds Turkey to list of countries implicated in use of child soldiers
THE United States on
Thursday added Turkey to a list
of countries that are implicated
in the use of child soldiers over
the past year, placing a NATO
ally for the first time in such a
list, in a move that is likely to
further complicate the already
fraught ties between Ankara
and Washington.
The US State Department
determined in its 2021 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) that
Turkey was providing “tangible support” to the Sultan Murad division in Syria, a faction
of the Syrian opposition that
Ankara has long supported

and a group that Washington
said recruited and used child
soldiers.
In a briefing call with reporters, a senior State Department official also made a reference to the use of child soldiers
in Libya, saying Washington
was hoping to work with Ankara on the issue to address it.
“With respect to Turkey
in particular ... this is the first
time a NATO member has
been listed in the child soldier
prevention act list,” the State
Department official said. “As a
respected regional leader and
member of NATO, Turkey has

the opportunity to address this
issue -- the recruitment and
use of child soldiers in Syria
and Libya,” she said.
Turkey has carried out
three cross-border operations
in Syria against the so-called
Islamic State, as well as USbacked Kurdish militia and
has frequently used factions of
armed Syrian fighters on top of
its own forces.
Turkey, through proxies and its own armed forces, has also been involved in
the Libyan conflict. Ankara’s
support has helped the Tripoli-based government reverse a

Jeff Bezos steps down as Amazon boss

IN 2004, Jeff Bezos and
his technical adviser Colin
Bryar drove together to the city
of Tacoma, an hour south of
Seattle in Washington State.
At that time Amazon was a
multi-billion dollar company.
However they were headed to
Amazon’s customer services
centre - where they were to
spend two days as customer
service agents.
Bezos steps down from
Amazon on Monday - exactly
27 years after he founded it.
In that time he has developed a series of unusual
leadership principles - which

some argue are the backbone
of his success. Others believe
they speak to everything that is
wrong with Big Tech.
Talk to anyone who’s ever
worked at Amazon, and you
don’t have to wait long before
you hear the phrase “customer
obsession”.
For Bezos, profit was a
long-term aspiration. For a
company to be successful it
had to have happy customers.
Last month, a bombshell article from ProPublica
claimed to have seen Bezos’
tax returns - and alleged Bezos
paid no tax in 2007 and 2011.

It was a stunning claim about
the world’s richest man.
Other negative stories
about Amazon, its ruthlessness, its claims of monopolistic behavior, haven’t helped
Bezos’ reputation.
However, many people
who work closely with him
don’t recognize the characterization that he is uncaring or
selfish.
For them he is a business
visionary - a man with singular
focus who has created a legendary work philosophy and a
company worth almost $1.8trn
BBC NEWS

14-month assault from eastern
forces backed by Egypt and
Russia.
Governments placed on
this list are subject to restrictions, according to the State
Department report, on certain
security assistance and commercial licensing of military
equipment, absent a presidential waiver.
Turkey has offered to
guard and run Hamid Karzai

airport after NATO’s withdrawal and has been holding
talks with the United States on
logistic and financial support
for the mission.
The mission could be a
potential area of cooperation
between Ankara and its allies
amid strained ties, as the security of the airport is crucial
for the operation of diplomatic missions out of Afghanistan
after the withdrawal. CNN

Petrol hits highest price
in nearly eight years
ESCALATING fuel bills,
driven by the rising price of oil,
means the cost of filling up a
55-litre family car has risen £10
since last November, according
to a motoring organization.
Petrol is at its highest price
for nearly eight years after eight
consecutive months of increases at the pumps, figures from
the RAC show.
The motoring organization
predicted escalating fuel bills,
driven by the rising cost of oil,
could speed up the switchover
to electric cars.
According to RAC data, a
liter of unleaded rose by 2.7p in
June from 129.52p to 132.19p

- its most expensive since October 2013 when it stood at
132.28p.
At the same time diesel
went up 2.5p over the month
from 131.79p to 134.32p taking it to its highest price in two
years.
The price hike means the
cost of filling up a 55-litre family
car has risen £10 since last November when a liter cost 114.12p
The June rise alone added
£1.50 to a tank of unleaded with
the cost rising to £72.70.
The average cost of a complete fill-up with diesel is now
£73.88 - an increase of £1.40 in
the month. SKY NEWS

