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Promdi forges alliance with Team Pacquiao, says son Mimo
FORMER Cebu Governor
Emilio “Lito” Osmeña died of
Covid-19 disease last July 19,
2021, at Cebu Doctor’s Hospital, leaving a legacy of being
the Father of Ceboom.
Osmeña’s son, Mariano
“Mimo,” said that his father
was fully vaccinated when he
died-- the first dose was last
April, and the second dose
was last May.
Osmeña, 82, was cremated and buried at his own
Skyline Garden Columbary,
with his parents and grandparents, and his brother Senator John Henry “Sonny” Osmeña, Mimo said.
Osmeña was elected as
Cebu governor on Jan. 18,
1988. He served as chief executive of the province until
June 30, 1992. His leadership
in Cebu has developed the
province into an economic
hub in the Philippines.
During his governorship,
the annual budget of the Cebu
Provincial Government was
P165 million, including the
maintenance and operating
expenses.
So, together with then
Board Member Gregorio
Sanchez Jr., a civil engineer,
and Board Member Winston
Garcia, a lawyer, they sold
the golf course behind the defunct Magellan Hotel to the
Ayala business empire which
is now called Cebu Business
Park where billions of pesos
circulated every week before
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Osmeña ran for vice pres-

ident in 1992 in tandem with
then Defense Secretary Fidel
V. Ramos who won while he
lost. But one year after, Ramos appointed him as presidential economic adviser
from 1993 to 1998. He ran for
President of the Philippines
in that year, became a victim
of personality politics and
was defeated by a movie actor.
Philippine economic and
military experts said Osmeña
was the best president the
Philippines never had.
Recently, Osmeña held
a press conference at Casino Español in Cebu City,
and together with radio icon
Nanding Celeste and former
Mactan-Cebu International
Airport Authority (MCIAA)

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
director Oscar Canton, announced the revival of Probinsya Muna Development
Initiatives (PROMDI) Party
and has formed an alliance
with Team Manny Paquiao
for President.
In that press conference,
Osmeña re-inventoried its
leaders in entire Cebu and
several regions in the country. They are now ready to
field candidates for governor
down to the last municipal
councilor.
Osmeña was also responsible for the governorship of
former Cebu governor Pablo
P. Garcia. Garcia who was the
congressman of Cebu’s 3rd
District was about to run for

reelection against then Senator Sonny, Lito O’s brother.
But to avoid a political headon collision, Osmeña offered
Garcia to run for governor
and won.
During his governorship, Osmeña opened the
Trans-Central Highway, passing the mountains of Cebu
City and Balamban town that
cut short the travel distance
from 60 kilometers to more
than 45 kilometers. It is now
being used by residents in Cebu’s west coast, and the businessmen and workers of the
shipbuilding industry in Balamban.
Cebu 3rd District Board
Member Ismael “Jimbo” Borgonia said that Balamban’s
economy is still growing de-

spite the Covid-19 pandemic
because the more than 8,000
people in the shipbuilding industry are still working.
When Osmeña succeeded
in making the then Mactan
Domestic Airport to MCIAA
through the effort of his cousin, the late Rep. Raul V. Del
Mar, several direct international flights were opened
from Mactan to Japan, Hong
Kong and Singapore and later on with 36 flights a day to
several countries of the world,
the cities of Lapu-Lapu and
Mandaue which were then
sleepy became urban areas.
Millions of foreign tourists came to the Philippines
that uplifted the tourism
business.
The lands at the old Lahug airport were returned to
its previous owners and the
IT Park was born with billions of pesos in circulation
every week before the Covid
pandemic.
Aside from raising the
salaries of provincial government employees, Osmeña
was able to concrete the roads
and bridges in the province,
increasing more the business
and trade.
In one of his speeches,
Osmeña said that Cebu is
leading compared to other provinces in the country
because it has four major
facilities that can invite foreign and domestic investors.
These are communication,
transportation, water, and
power facilities.
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Cebu top choice for a
Satellite AI research center

THE Cebu Information
Technology-Business Process
Management
Organization
Foundation Inc. (CIB.O) seeks
government support for the
establishment of a satellite research branch for artificial intelligence (AI) in Cebu.
As Cebu’s information
technology-business process
management (IT-BPM) sector
continues to flourish through
the years, CIB.O president Pert
Cabataña said it is high timefor
Cebu to have a satellite branch
of the National Center for AI
Research (N-CAIR) for the
province to fully participate in
the implementation of the national AI roadmap.
“CIB.O will endeavor to
participate in top efforts by negotiating for a branch research
center to be located at the Cebu
I.T. Park,” Cabataña said, adding that Cebu has been gearing
toward elevating the IT-BPM

industry to global innovation
standards.
The Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) said vital to
the national AI roadmap is the
creation of the N-CAIR, “that
houses full-time scientists and
research engineers, serving as
the nexus to AI competitiveness of the country.”
Trade Secretary Ramon

Lopez explained “that the
N-CAIR will build the capacity of companies to produce
new products, processes, and
services using AI. It will help
them apply AI in their operations, how to avoid spoilage of
agricultural produce, predict
maintenance of equipment
and optimize processes in factories, and enhance their busi-

ness decision-making through
advanced analytics – leading to
more operational efficiencies
and innovation.”
“Building the N-CAIR is
important in attracting tech
companies like Google, Facebook and Amazon to locate
their AI Research and Development in the Philippines as well
as in empowering our workers

with skills to find quality jobs
and in scaling Filipino AI solutions to the world,” added DTI
Undersecretary for Competitiveness and Innovation Rafaelita Aldaba.
The DTI launched the National AI Roadmap in May to
ensure that the Philippines
will benefit from the rising AI
industry, which is estimated
to increase worldwide gross
domestic product by 14 percent by 2030 or an infusion
of $15.7 trillion into the global
economy.
“The country’s AI roadmap will position the Philippines as an AI center of excellence and a big data processing
and analytics hub providing
high-value data analytics and
AI services to the world. This
will be our next high-value
service-winner after business
process management,” said
Lopez. SUNSTAR CEBU

Think of recreating the Filipino nation: Gibo
Former Department of
National Defense (DND) Secretary Gilbert “Gibo” Teodoro
has presented a personal video and urged the young Filipinos to see for themselves
what happened to the Philippines in the past especially in
the last two years.
“Everything
changed
in the world in the past two
years. The private companies
and other countries quickly
adjusted to the situation because of the pandemic, despite that they also suffered,”

Teodoro said.
Teodoro believed that in
the future, everyone, especially the young people, must
think of recreating the Filipino nation.
“We must create a new
Philippines. The past cannot
happen again, otherwise, the
system we experienced in the
past 30 to 40 years will continue and we cannot grow,
and cannot develop, and
cannot react immediately to
the health pandemic. Our
environment is not anymore

suitable for a big number of
people. The human resource
cannot anymore be used,” Teodoro said.
He suggested that we
should get the opinion of the
young people and what their
wishes and ambition for the
future are.
“This must start now because this is a long-time process. Political and historical
developments may change.
One example is the need to
create new regions or clusters
where the municipalities and

Strong winds cause power interruptions: VECO
THE Visayan Electric
Company (Visayan Electric)
explained that strong winds
cause power interruptions because lines and other equipment are overhead, thereby
subjecting them to rains, heat
and wind. This meant that
they are susceptible to damage
anytime.
Quennie Bronce, reputation enhancement manager of
Visayan Electric, said the company had issued several power
interruption advisories to its
consumers since the start of
the wet season in the country.

The Visayan Electric franchise covers Liloan to San Fernando, Cebu.
Meanwhile, lockdowns in
2020 affected consumer demand, according to the power
company.
In 2021, the demand
reached 510 megawatts (MW)
in March, 502 MW in April,
525 MW in May, and 518 MW
in June. This is in comparison
to 2020, where demand was at
554 MW in March, 395 MW in
April, 421 MW in May and 464
MW in June.
Bronce said 2020’s de-

mand was driven only by residential customers since commercial and industrial sectors
were closed and people were
mostly at home.
Demand in 2021 was still
low compared to 2019, where
518 MW was recorded in
March 2019, 539 MW in April,
563 MW in May and 576 MW
in June.
She said while 2021 is
comparatively lower than
2019, demand is slowly picking up as commercial establishments are starting to open.
SUNSTAR CEBU

component cities will lead the
development, and they will be
the center ot hub of services
for the other communities.
And then we devolve power
and resources to those metropolitan areas to be sub-regions with matching good infrastructures,” Teodoro said.
For several times, he said
that the second runway of
Mactan-Cebu International
Airport must be quickly built

to accommodate bigger aircrafts and avoid congestion.
Teodoro said that what is
most important is the opinion
of all people, especially the
young generation. Why create a political thing without
the opinion of the dreams and
vision of the young people?
“So, we must have a new
Philippines for the new generation,” Teodoro said. ELIAS
O. BAQUERO

Former student
activists back Leni
VETERANS of the Parliament of the Streets during
the protests leading to Edsa 1
have united to convince Vice
President Leni Robredo to
run for president.
“Another six years of mishandled governance will not
only plunge our economy to
the gutter of bankruptcy. It
will also tear down all forms of
decency and normalcy in our
government and society,” said
the group named “LENI Tanging Pag-asa 2022.”
The group said they will

use their collective experience
in the field of electoral politics,
parliament of the streets, and
development work to unite of
development-oriented people
and the different democratic
political forces into a coalition.
It would mobilize resources independently to do this,”
said Leonardo Villarin.
Noel Medina, a prime
mover of the 1980s youth
group Kadena, the group is
composed of former youth
activists from different generations since the 70s.
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Knocked out?
Did the recent
PDP-Laban assembly
of President Rodrigo
Duterte and Sec. Alfonso Cusi knock out
Sen. Manny Pacquiao
from being a presidential contender this May
2022? The exclamation
of victory by the DDS
seems to be premature.
One, the organic
Weekly Notes
national and global en- Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
thusiasm for Pacman
in his fight against Errol Spence Jr. this August 21 will
drown the troll-driven victory brouhaha of the Duterte
camp. More so when the Pambansang Kamao announces
on the ring after the anticipated victory that he will run
for president.
Two, amid the Pacman frenzy, his camp will now
have the perfect reason in case of a defeat. The Duterte
horde led by the president himself would not make him
concentrate on his training to favor Inday Sara.
Three, the activities of the Digong camp now should
push his supporters to expose more vigorously corruption in his government. Here in Cebu, for instance, how
can one presidential assistant cough up billions to buy a
luxury hotel in Lahug and an exclusive resort in Bantayan
Island?
Four, the assembly of mostly politicians many of
whom failed to undergo the required PDP-Laban seminars rekindled the fire among grassroots members and
the originals during the Marcos dictatorship.
In the Cebu chat group of the Political Officers League
of the Philippines (POLPhil) for instance, an original
member shared a message from Sen. Koko Pimentel. The
response was electric. Most POLPhil members were part
of the anti-Marcos dictatorship movement in the early
80s. Carrying out meaningful change today is a prevailing sentiment.
Duterte-Duterte?
Is the tandem of Inday Sara and Digong the way to go
for the Duterte camp? While this goes against traditional
political pairings, it has its own selfish dynastic logic. As
the sitting president, Digong can mobilize government
resources. For example, all Comelec commissioners by
then will be his appointees.
By November this year, the PNP chief will be a Duterte appointee. Imagine, what happened in Cebu City will
become a nationwide phenomenon.
But then, a Duterte-Duterte tandem would deny major allies of a major piece of the pie. Would the arrangement get the support of GMA and the Marcoses? Hmmm.
It would also show them how “swapang” and “gahaman”
the Dutertes are.
(Emmanuel Mongaya is co-founder and director for
strategic communications of PRWorks Inc. DM him @
anol_cebu)
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Topping surveys
Supporters of Davao
City Mayor Inday Sara Duterte-Carpio expressed glee as
their candidate have been
topping surveys for presidentiables the past months
until recently. Some even
venture to claim that the
May 2022 elections would
just confirm what has been
decided by the surveys.
Funny, but surveys are
supposed to give us a mere
snapshot of the standings
now. But the winner on May
9, 2022, will be the next
president.
Months before the filing
of certificates of candidacies in 2015, Vice President
Jojo Binay topped the surveys. But on May 9, 2016, we
know the winner was Presi-

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte.
Surveys do not determine who the winner will be.
Again, it just shows a snapshot of who is most popular
at a given time.
But then, topping surveys would be important
during the campaign. The
topnotcher would get the
attention of possible big
funders. Being number one
would also make an impression on a large swath of the
electorate. It is a crucial propaganda point.
Being a consistent topnotcher would be something supporters would crow
about.
However, in an electoral campaign, there is also
such a thing as peaking early
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and peaking just at the right
time.
Presidentiable
Duterte peaked just at the right
time in 2016. He gained the
momentum and the turning
point happened in Cebu. Local politicians began to shift
support in his favor.
A huge faction of the political machinery of Mayor
Tomas Osmeña mobilized
the “Let’s DO (Duterte-Osmeña) It” campaign. The
next day. The political machinery of gubernatorial
candidate Winston Garcia
shifted from Jojo Binay to
Duterte.
Again, it would be premature to expect the survey
topnotcher now as the sure
winner.
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Bank of Japan offers interest-free loans

BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

The Bank of Japan on Friday outlined a new loan facility to banks that are lending to
projects or companies tackling
climate change, as the country
tries to speed up its clean energy shift and steps up efforts to
reduce emissions. The move
came after the central bank
said on June 18 that it would
introduce the new facility this
year. Specific details will be
hammered out by autumn and
the program will begin by the
end of the year. The program is
intended as a successor to the
outgoing facility for promoting growth-supporting loans,
which is due to end in June
2022. Under the growth-supporting lending facility, the
BOJ has provided 0.1% loans
for up to four years to banks
that have financed projects
that are deemed to contribute to economic growth. The
facility has an outstanding
balance of some 7.5 trillion
yen ($68 billion) in loans. The
new climate lending facility
will allow the central bank to
lend to commercial banks at
zero interest rates for up to

one year. The BOJ also offers
banks an additional incentive
of exemptions from negative
interest rates on some of the
funds they keep at the central
bank account. Economists say
that the BOJ is moving in step
with Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga’s government and
its clean energy push. The government intends to ban a sale
of new gasoline-powered cars
by 2035 and aims to achieve
carbon neutrality by 2050.
The issuance of green bonds
by Japanese companies has
been on the rise, reaching almost $10 billion last year. But
the amount still pales in comparison to those in the U.S. or
Germany. (Nikkei Asia)
oOo
Covid-19 infections are
surging in several major
Southeast Asian economies,
and that has led Goldman
Sachs to cut its 2021 growth
forecasts for most of the region. The spread of the more
transmissible delta variant
has pushed daily Covid cases
to record highs in Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Thailand in

recent weeks. That has led to
more stringent restrictions in
Indonesia and Thailand, and
an extension of restrictions
in Malaysia, Goldman economists wrote in a Thursday
note. In the Philippines, the
coronavirus spread has made
loosening of social-distancing measures “more unlikely”
this year, the economists added. Renewed virus surges and
tighter restrictions are likely to
“weigh significantly more” on
growth in the second half of
2021 than previously thought,
the economists said. Goldman
slashed its growth forecasts by
more than 100 basis points for
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Philippines. Singapore and Thailand saw a smaller cut by the
bank. (CNBC)
oOo
Tesla Inc’s (TSLA.O) vehicle registrations in California
rose more than 85% in the second quarter versus last year,
largely due to the success of the
company’s Model Y, according to data from Cross-Sell, a
research firm that collates title and registration data. The

automaker posted record vehicle deliveries for the Aprilto-June quarter earlier this
month, as it dealt with a semiconductor shortage and relied
on sales of its cheaper models.
California registrations for the
Model Y, Tesla’s electric crossover utility vehicle, jumped
more than sevenfold to 13,581,
Cross-Sell data showed on
Thursday. The focus is now on
the company’s second-quarter
earnings report due on July
26, with investors waiting to
gauge if bitcoin’s recent fall
would hit Tesla’s bottom line,
due to its exposure to the cryptocurrency’s volatility. Total
second-quarter vehicle registrations in the 23 states where
data was collected stood at
46,926, with Model Y accounting for more than half of
the registrations. California, a
bellwether for the electric-car
maker, accounted for about
half of the vehicle registrations
in these states with a total of
23,556 registrations, CrossSell data showed. (Reuters)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Sotto pioneers renaming of streets

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Don Vicente Yap Sotto,
Father of Cebuano Journalism, Language and Literature first entered politics as
a Cebu City Councilor. He pioneered the naming and renaming of streets to Filipino
and local names.
This was how Dr. Resil
Mojares, National Artist for
Literature, in his book “The
Maverick Senator, VICENTE SOTTO” (first published
in 1992 together with Senate
President Tito Sotto then a
Vice Mayor of Quezon City.
In 2021, Dr. Mojares and
Senator Tito Sotto reprinted the book with the help of
the Cebuano Studies Center
headed by Dr. Hope Sabanpan-Yu) narrated the scenes
of Sotto’s time:
“In the December election (December 1, 1903) itself,
Vicente Sotto (together with
Rallos and his elder brother,
Filemon) won as councilor.
His election was protested
on the grounds that he was
under the age prescribed by
law, but the protest failed. In
his first elective office, Sotto

applied himself to the job of
local legislation (authoring,
among others, the ordinance
that substituted Filipino and
nationalist names to the old
Spanish names of Cebu’s city
streets.)”
Don
Vicente
Sotto’s
grandson and namesake also
followed his footsteps for
championing for the provinces. As Senator, Senate
President Tito Sotto in his
1st term in the senate (19921998), authored the following
pro-province legislation: RA
8185, it is the law amending
the Local Government Code
that requires the President
to first declared an area affected in a “state of calamity”,
Sotto’s law eliminated that
requirement for the validity
of the expenditure of local calamity funds.
Senator Tito Sotto also
authored the revision of the
City Charter of Calbayog and
increased the number of the
members of the Sangguniang
Panlunsod under RA 8335.
Senate President Sotto authored the cityhood of the

following municipalities in
Visayas and Mindanao: RA
8192, Sagay City, Negros Occidental, RA 8297 City of Kabankalan, Negros Occidental,
RA 8489 Talisay City, Negros
Occidental, RA 8488, Victorias City, Negros Occidental,
RA 8472 Tagum City, Province of Davao, RA 8471, Garden Island of Samal, Province
of Davao. In Mindanao: RA
8500, Kidapawan City, Cotabato, and RA 8490, Malaybalay City, Bukidnon.
Hypocrisy
They are so loud and noisy
of telling the citizens to observe
health protocols, yet they travel in and out of the provinces
(exempted from quarantine,
swab test), attending political
assemblies in the Presidential
Palace, Capitols, City Halls
and Hotels.
What insults is that the
PNP who has been very zealous in arresting ordinary citizens who violate the smallest
and most stupid covid protocols are the very ones escorting these Gods and Children
of the Palace who are prema-

turely campaigning.
This is the kicker. Every
time covid rises DOH/IATF/
EOC easily blames the ordinary citizens. These Politicians (fake covid experts) never realize that people go out
of their houses to work to buy
food, while Politicians of the
Palace and its allied politicians
go out to campaign.
What hurts is that these
protocols, masks, quarantine
facilities, vaccines and everything related to covid is all
about profit and commission
never about the welfare of the
Filipino People.
Just recently the EOC
Cebu City through its Deputy
Implementer announced that
there should be no political
gathering. This is the zenith
of hypocrisy as all Cebuanos
know that when the daughter
of the President, the anointed
candidate of the administration, strutted all the way to
almost all gatherings in Cebu.
With entourage from government law enforcement as security back up and the political ass lickers.

6

Cebu Business Week

July 19 - 25, 2021

OPINION

Is the Vice President immune from suit?

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

A friend barangay captain whose term was about
to expire asked his nephew
to run as Barangay Captain.
During the election, nobody
contested the Captain’s
group, hence, a sure win. Expectedly, he landed no.1 from
the rest of the slate. Weeks
after his nephew resigned for
alleged health reason, he immediately assumed the seat
as barangay captain beating
the term limit.
The PDP LABAN Cusi
Group is exactly painting
such a script by suggesting
that the President run as vice
president and giving him the
right to choose the presidential candidate.

The President has announced during that convention that indeed he is entertaining the thought of running as Vice President. His
excuse? So that his enemies
like Trillanes and the rest
could not sue him as the Vice
President is immune from
suit.
I will not discuss here
the naughty intention of the
President for taking the cue
from Cusi but rather discuss
from the legal standpoint
whether under our present
laws and jurisprudence the
Vice President is immune
from suit.
The Origins and Development of executive immunity
from suit for the Chief Executive can be traced as far back
as the days of Imperial Rome.
Justinian I noted in his Corpus Juris Civilis that Roman
law recognized two principles
connected the development
of what we now know as executive immunity from suits
– princepts legibus solutus
est (the emperor is not bound
by statute); and quad pricilii placuit legis havet (what
pleases the prince is law).
These two principles

where the source of this
statute as the origin of the
present concept of the President’s immunity – the principle that is expressed in the
maxim “the king can do now
wrong”.
In the Philippines, the
concept of executive immunity was first tackled in 1910
by the Philippine Supreme
Court in Forbes vs. Chuoco
Tiaco.
The High Court then affirmed the executive immunity citing that the court could
not intervene the Chief Executive in its exercise of its
power. The variation become
concrete through the 1973
Constitution, under whose
Article VII the following provision was written, to wit:
“Section 15. The President shall be immune
from suit during his tenure.
Thereafter, no suit whatsoever shall lie for official acts
done by him or by other pursuant to his specific orders
during his tenure.”
After which the series
of decision of the high court
commencing from In re: Saturnino vs. Bermudez to David vs. Macapagal-Arroyo the

courts maintained the Chief
Executive’s immunity.
However, the question in
this article, is the Vice President included in that mantle
of protection?
Justice Secretary Menardo Guevarra answered this in
the negative. When he said
that a sitting vice president
has no immunity from suit.
He recalled issuing a
statement in 2019 that Vice
President Leni Robredo was
not immune from cases under the 1987 Constitution.
Robredo was then a respondent to a complaint over her
supposed role in an alleged
ouster plot against President
Rodrigo Duterte. Although
DOJ dismissed the case for
insufficiency of evidence but
not as the immunity of the
Vice President to suit.
“When Vice President
[Leni] Robredo was included
in sedition charges in 2019 in
connection with alias Bikoy’s
allegations, I remarked that
the VP was not immune from
suit under the present Constitution. My opinion on the
matter has not changed,”
Guevarra said.
However, Malacañang

interpreted Duterte’s statement as “an opportunity to
challenge jurisprudence.”
“A Vice President has no
immunity from suit. That is
rewriting the Constitution,
the law and even jurisprudence,” said National Union
of Peoples’ Lawyers president Edre Olalia and several
lawyers when profounded by
the same proposition.
“Only the President is
immune from suit and this
is not even spelled out in
the present 1987 Constitution — unlike in 1973 Marcos Constitution — but only
recognized in prevailing
jurisprudence,” said lawyer
Edre Olalia, president of the
National Union of Peoples’
Lawyers (NUPL).
The mantle of executive
immunity is clear it only covers the sitting president while
performing his official function so that the Chief Executive’s performance will not
be hampered with numerous
suits however as whether it
covers to the Vice President
is something indeed will
enrich our jurisprudence.
Write us at carillogerry@
yahoo.com.ph

A department for OFWs, a bill that is long overdue

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

Will
the
remaining
11-months of the Duterte
administration address the
dilemma faced by land and
sea-based overseas Filipino
workers (OFW) which are the
problems of the decreased
and limited inbound passenger capacity in the country’s
airports and insufficient quarantine facilities for returning
overseas workers?
A bill filed by Senator
Christopher Lawrence “Bong”

Go, a long-time aide and closest associate of President
Duterte has been languishing
in Congress. A bill that is long
overdue.
The Senate Bill 1949, one
of the priority measures highlighted by President Duterte
during his 4th State of the Nation Address (SONA) was certified as urgent measure by
Malacañang for its immediate
enactment into law, creating
an agency, the Department of
Overseas Filipinos.
Congress must take a long
and hard look at the issues
and concerns being raised by
land and sea-based OFW sectors, lamented Senator Go.
A group of 57 licensed
manning agencies, the Association of Licensed Manning
Agencies (ALMA) that deploys 160,000 Filipino seafarers on international sea-going
vessels have asked Senator
Go to support calls to upsurge
the inbound flight passenger
limit and increase of the lim-

ited quarantine facilities used
by arriving OFWs, particularly seafarers.
Unlike land-based OFW,
seafarers have shorter contracts because of international maritime laws stop them
from being a sea for more
than 11 months. Seafarers
have to come home to their
families from months of seeing nothing but water and
ports.
“Because of this inbound
flight passenger limit, international flights flying into
the country could only offer
limited seating. And, to keep
up with their operational
expenses, airlines either increase their fares or prioritize selling the most expensive seats, or simply cancel
the flights. Both increase the
costs of crew changes,” stated
the position letter of ALMA
addressed to Senator Go.
On the issue of the OFW
bill, TUCP Party-list Representative Raymond Democri-

to C. Mendoza, House Chair,
Overseas Workers Affairs,
one of the principal authors,
have done his homework. In
fact, during deliberations in
the House he was able to request cooperation from his
fellow lawmakers for the enactment of the law as fulfillment of Duterte’s vision.
Indeed, it was an undaunted task because there
were 30 similar bills filed
before his committee for the
creation of a new government
agency.
House Bill 5832 was
passed on third and final
reading on March 11, days
passed before the first lockdowns were imposed due to
health crisis. It was voted
unanimously, 173-11.
It is the House expression
of “gratitude” to the immense
and valuable contributions
of the OFWs to the country’s
foreign exchange earnings, a
lawmaker commented.
Our economy is insulated

not because of our direct foreign investments (FDIs) coming into the country but because of the annual increase
of remittances from land
based and sea-based OFWs.
This, amid the economic
downturn of the economies
worldwide due to the current
pandemic, hardly hit developed countries considered as
favorite destinations of our
overseas workers, the sustained improvement in the
OFW remittances point to a
strong 2021 finish line.
Nonetheless, the OFWs
account an annual foreign
exchange earnings of around
US$32 billion dollars, records
from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) stated.
The long overdue bill is
about engaging, employing,
and enhancing the dignity of
Filipino labor in and out of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
OFW bill is an act of social
justice, nothing more, nothing less.
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Requirements for transfer of
private agri lands reduced
THE Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has streamlined the process of obtaining
clearances for the transfer of
private agricultural land.
DAR Administrative Order No. 4 was issued streamlining the process for land
transactions involving private
agricultural land whose owners have not been issued a notice of coverage.
“We have reduced the
number of processing days
in compliance with certain
provisions of the government
which require the revision of
existing rules and guidelines
on the transfer of agricultural
lands and also to adjust to the
new normal brought about
by the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic,”
Agrarian Reform Secretary
John R. Castriciones said
Castriciones added that
the administrative order is authorized by the following:

• Republic Act (RA)
No. 11032 or the Ease of Doing Business.
• Efficient Government
Service Delivery Act, which
declared a state of public
emergency throughout the
Philippines.
• Proclamation No. 929,
which declared a state of calamity throughout the Philippines due to COVID-19, and
•
RA No. 11494 or the
Bayanihan to Recover as One
Act.

“The issuance of the land
transfer clearance (LTC) on
this administrative order excludes agricultural lands covered under any other agrarian reform program, under
Presidential Decree No. 27,
RA No. 6657, as amended,
and land transactions with
exemption/exclusion/conversion orders issued by the
DAR,” Castriciones said.
“The applicant-transferor and transferee, or the duly
authorized
representative

shall file a written application
or request for the issuance of
LTC before the DAR provincial office where the property is
registered with the Register of
Deeds,” he added.
DAR will not accept written applications or requests
sent through e-mail or filed
personally unless proof of
payment and all documentary requirements are attached
and submitted.
He added that electronic
copies of all applications or

requests and their annexes
will be accepted, but DAR will
also require the submission of
printed copies through mail
or personal submission to
check the authenticity of the
documents.
“Applicants may also
store the files, applications,
or requests and documentary
requirements, in a portable
storage device which should
be properly labeled as to their
contents and submit the same
to the DAR provincial office in
a sealed envelope through the
postal office or by any other
accredited couriers,” Castriciones said.
“A filing fee of P2,000 for
every land transaction shall
be collected by the issuing
DAR provincial office through
its cashier or through online
banking, and deposited to the
Bureau of Treasury local accounts,” he added. BUSINESS
WORLD

PH, Brunei ink pact to weed out double taxation
THE Philippines and
Brunei Darussalam have
signed the Agreement for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion With Respect
To Taxes on Income (double
taxation agreement or DTA)
arising from cross-border
transactions between these
two Southeast Asian countries.
The
agreement
was
signed by Philippine Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
III and Yang Berhormat Dato
Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji

Mohd Amin Liew bin Abdullah, the Minister at the Prime
Minister’s Office and Minister of Finance and Economy
II of Brunei Friday on behalf
of their respective governments.
Dominguez assured the
Philippines’ commitment to
continue and deepen the coordination with the tax authorities of Brunei in ensuring the proper implementation of the DTA.
“This agreement will
serve us well as we bounce
back from the ravages of the

global health crisis. It will
further ease trade in goods
and services between our
two countries. Moreover, it
will strengthen our economic
cooperation and enhance investment flows and economic
activity across our borders,”
Dominguez said at the signing ceremony.
Dominguez thanked the
Government of His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam,
who witnessed the signing of
the DTA, “for bringing this
document to fruition.”

“I look forward to heightened cooperation between
our two countries as we both
exert all our efforts to recover from the pandemic and rebuild the best possible future
for our two peoples,” he said.
The DTA will further elevate the “close, warm and
mutually beneficial” partnership between these two
countries that have enjoyed
strong ties since both established full diplomatic relations in 1984.
The DTA will strengthen
the Philippines’ commitment

in the Asean Forum on Taxation (AFT) to complete a
network of double taxation
agreements among the member-states of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean).
The DTA is also expected
to create more jobs for Filipinos in both countries, given
that addressing the adverse
effects of double taxation can
help bring in more foreign direct investments (FDIs) from
Brunei to the Philippines or
get our workers employed in
Brunei. PR

SEC extends deadline for mobile numbers and email addresses

THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has extended the deadline for
corporations, partnerships,
and individuals under its supervision to designate and
submit their official email
addresses and mobile phone
numbers to August 31, 2021.
Under SEC Memorandum Circular No. 28, Series of
2020 (MC 28), corporations,
partnerships and individuals
registered with the SEC may
download the forms referred
to as Annex D-G from the SEC

website and file them through
email at MC28_S2020@sec.
gov.ph.
The Commission said
it may impose a penalty of
P10,000 on corporations, partnerships and individuals under
its supervision for their failure
to comply with the memorandum circular by August 31.
The submission shall include the complete name of
the corporation, association,
partnership, or person; SEC
registration number or identification number; and their duly

authorized representative.
The email addresses and
mobile phone numbers shall
be under the control of the corporate secretary, the person
charged with the administration and management of the
corporation sole, the resident
agent of the foreign corporation, the managing partners,
the individual, or the duly authorized representative.
The submission shall be
accompanied by a duly signed
authorization or certification,
which shall state that the cor-

poration, partnership or person allows the SEC to send
communications through the
email addresses and mobile
phone numbers provided for
the purpose of complying with
the notice requirement of administrative due process.
The authorization or certification must be signed by
the corporate secretary, managing partner, resident agent
or the duly authorized representative of the corporation,
partnership or individual registered with the SEC.

Moving forward, the
email addresses and mobile
phone numbers shall be included in the General Information Sheet (GIS) or Notification Update Form regularly
filed with the Commission.
Newly registered corporations, meanwhile, must
designate and submit their
official and alternate email
addresses and mobile phone
numbers within 30 days from
the issuance of their certificates of registration, license,
or authority. PR
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Price hikes on
basic goods at 3-5%
PRICES of basic necessities and prime commodities
will increase by 3 to 5 percent
or P0.75 centavos to P1 per
can of sardines and canned
meats.
In a television interview,
DTI Secretary Ramon M. Lopez said the price increases
in basic goods, which will be
issued via the new suggested
retail prices (SRPs), will be
the first adjustment in two
years or since the last SRP
was issued on September 30,
2019.
The new SRP will be
published prior to their effectivity. DTI Undersecretary
for Consumer Welfare and
Protection Ruth Castelo said
they are still finalizing the
new SRP.
Lopez justified the upcoming price hikes based on
their studies that showed increases in inputs to production such as raw materials
and packaging.
Despite the increase in
cost to production, he said,

the prices of the basic goods
have not gone up in two
years.
But this time, the trade

chief emphasized “It cannot
be helped anymore” as companies are already complaining. Thus, DTI approved the

price adjustment of 3-5 percent based on their 2019 SRP
price levels.
Local consumer advoca-

cy group Laban Konsyumer
Inc. (LKI) said the timing is
so bad because there is still
the threat of the pandemic, especially with the Delta variant that has already
come into the country.
LKI President Victorio
Mario Dimagiba also questioned the use of the 2019
data. He urged that DTI use
year to date data to consider
offsetting raw materials and
the peso-dollar exchange
rate.
Dimagiba said that at
present, the SRP list of basic
necessities and prime commodities includes canned
sardines, processed and condensed milk (evaporated,
condensed, powdered), coffee refill, instant noodles, salt
(iodized and rock), detergent
soap/laundry soap, bottled
water (distilled, purified,
mineral), candles, luncheon
meat, corned beef, beef loaf,
meat loaf, vinegar, fish sauce,
soy sauce, toilet soap, and
batteries.

PSA’s ID registration goal 2022 polls to impact
50-70 million this year economic recovery
THE Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) is confident
it is on track to meet its national ID registration target
of 50–70 million by year’s
end.
“The PSA is on track to
hit the 50-70 million registrations for 2021. The PSA
registration teams, all over
the country, are registering
about 250,000 registrants
per day in 81 provinces and
the five provincial offices of
the NCR (National Capital
Region),” PSA Undersecretary Dennis Clare S. Mapa
said in a text message.
He said the target is to
complete both the demographic and biometric registration processes within the
year for the Philippine Identification System (PhilSys).
A s of July 16, the
agency was able to complete
38.157 million step 1 regis-

trations through house-tohouse visits and visits online
platform.
The first step captures
demographic data on registrants. They are then scheduled for the next step, which
is biometrics collection at
designated sites.
The PSA has recorded
the biometrics of 19.257 million registrants.
A parallel effort to get
more citizens to open bank
accounts saw the opening
of 4.87 million accounts
with Land Bank of the Philippines, which maintains a
presence at the registration
centers.
Mapa said the PSA and
the central bank have completed printing 2.1 million
national ID cards so far and
released 1.82 million to the
Philippine Postal Corp. for
delivery.

Republic Act 1105, signed
in 2018, established PhilSys
as the national ID, with the
intent of serving as the single ID in lieu of the multiple
other forms of ID deemed acceptable for transactions like
opening bank accounts.
The government also
hopes to broaden financial
inclusion by making opening
bank accounts easier.
The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas last month ordered
banks to accept the national
ID as a sole proof of identity
for those wanting to open accounts.
The national ID is also
expected to help the government with its social programs. The lack of a centralized identification system
was blamed for the slow distribution of cash aid to poor
households last year. BUSINESS WORLD

AN ECONOMIST has
projected that the May 2022
national polls will boost the
return of the economy to
pre-pandemic growth levels.
Rizal Commercial
Banking Corp. (RCBC)
chief economist Michael
Ricafort said inflation
and interest rates are also
expected to be back to
pre-pandemic levels next
year.
“Economic
recovery
could accelerate shortly
before or during the 2022
election year (as early as the
latter part of 2021 or about
a year from now),” he said.
Last year, gross domestic product (GDP) contracted by 9.5 percent due mainly to the impact of the pandemic.
This is a far cry from the
6-percent growth the domestic economy has been

posting for several years
now.
Ricafort said he expects
government spending, especially on infrastructure,
to increase a few months
before the national polls so
as not to violate the election
spending ban.
He said some incumbent officials rush to complete various government
projects before the election
ban.
“Consumer
spending
could increase during the
campaign period shortly
before the May 2022 presidential elections as candidates accelerate spending
(especially starting February 2022),” he added.
Economic
managers
have set this year’s domestic growth at 6 percent to 7
percent, while for 2022, the
GDP target was set at 7 percent to 9 percent. PNA
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Subdivision in Guadalupe
placed on granular lockdown
AFTER at least 20 residents were found positive
for coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19), the Cebu City
Government on Wednesday placed a subdivision on
granular lockdown.
Councilor Joel Garganera, Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) chief implementer, said the granular
lockdown affects only the
place where the infected
individuals are residing in
four houses.
He clarified the lockdown does not cover the entire barangay of Guadalupe.
The decision would
avert residents from coming
out and visitors from coming in to prevent the spread
of the Covid-19 virus, Garganera said.
Relative to this, the
Cebu City Police Office

(CCPO) on Monday, recommended placing the village
under lockdown due to the
rising number of infected

individuals.
The Department of
Health (DOH)-Region 7
(Central Visayas) bulletin

Bike-Friendly Cebu City
AS MORE people are
turning to cycling for work,
travel or exercise, the Sugbo Bike Lanes Board (SBLB)
aims for a “Bike-Friendly
Cebu City through the establishment of bike lanes.
Cebu City Councilor
James Cuenco, head of the
Cebu City Transportation
Committee, said that the
SBLB also encourages cyclists
to help the Cebu City Government achieve this objective
by wearing safety gears and
equipment while on the road.
The
Department
of
Transportation (DOTr) has
prescribed a list of Safety
Gears and Equipment such
as:
Properly
fitted
helmet;
Breathable face
mask;
Bright
clothing or reflectorized vest;
and Lamps and
reflectors during
night time and
low-light riding
conditions.
In addition,
the DOTr also
recommended
the use of shat-

ter-resistant protective eyewear, bicycling gloves, and
closed shoes.
Cuenco hopes that cyclists follow the safety gears
and equipment prescribed
by DOTr to avoid or at least
minimize road accidents
and truly make Cebu City
bike-friendly.”
In another development,
the Cebu City Transportation
Committee and Cebu City
Jeepmey Task Force headed by Cuenco recently held
a Coordination Meeting to
address the non-compliance
of the Public Utility Vehicles (PUV) Protocols bt some
drivers abd operators.

The coordination meeting was attended by IATFEOC head Councilor Joel
Garganera, Paul Gotiong of
the Cebu City Transportation
Office, Pearl Gutierez of the
Land Transportation Office
Region VII (LTO-7-) Eugenio Ibo, Jr. and Victor Cosep
of the Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board VII (LTFRB-7), Atty.
Kristine Joyce Batucan and
Atty. Maria Luisa Badayos of
Cebu City Legal Office, and
several PUV Cooperatives
and companies.
PUV operators and law
enforcement agencies were
able to come up with ”Passenger Safety
Capacity” on all
PUVs.
The public
will soon be
informed
on
the implementation of the
unified
PUV
protocols, the
primary purpose of which
is safety in this
time of pandemic.

on Tuesday showed Cebu
City has 181 new cases and
81 recoveries. There is a
total of 1,581 active cases

monitored in different hospitals and quarantine facilities.
The EOC reported at
least 68 barangays out of
80 are being monitored for
Covid-19 transmissions.
Barangay Guadalupe’s
social media post on July
19 showed 116 active cases under close monitoring
by medical and emergency
frontliners.
Meanwhile, to ensure
the city residents’ compliance with health protocols,
CCPO personnel are now
conducting “Oplan Bulabog”
in specific areas in the city.
CCPO deputy director
for operations Lt. Col. Wilbert Parilla said the nightly
operations are intended to
discourage people from going out and avoid further
spread of Covid-19. PNA

Mabatid files measure
for free hygiene kits
vs Covid-19
CEBU City Councilor
Prisca Niña Mabatid has
filed a proposed ordinance
requiring supply of hygiene
materials in workplaces to
curb the spread of Covid-19.
Mabatid’s
proposed
ordinance was dubbed as
“Covid-19
Containment
Measures in the Workplace
Ordinance of 2021.” It is
now with the Committee on
Laws, Ordinances, and Styling for review.
The proposed legislature provides that concrete
and proactive steps must be
undertaken to prevent, contain, and restrict the possibility of spreading the virus
within the city.
“The primary objective of this ordinance is to
prevent, abate, or mitigate
the spread of Covid-19 by
compelling employers to
provide hygiene materials
for the protection of their
workers,” a portion of the
proposed ordinance read.
Section 5 of the Ordi-

nance requires employers
to provide their employees with hygiene materials
such as masks, especially to
those exhibiting symptoms
of cough and cold; alcohol
or hand sanitizers which
should be present in every
desk and in common areas; soap or hand wash; and
cleaning products.
“This Ordinance shall be
implemented from the day
of its effectivity until declaration by the Department
of Health to the effect that
there is no longer an imminent threat of Covid-19 in
the country and with an enabling ordinance approved
by the Sangguniang Panlungsod,” it furthered.
Any person, firm, or
corporation found violating any provisions of the
ordinance shall be penalized with a fine of not less
than P5,000 and with the
non-renewal of business
permit for the next succeeding year.
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Cebu City cops promise to
solve radioman slay
THE top police official
in Cebu City has vowed to
solve the series of shooting
incidents, including the assassination of veteran radio
broadcaster Renato “Rey”
Cortes on Thursday.
Cebu City Police Office
(CCPO) chief Col. Josefino
Ligan said they recorded at
least 15 shooting incidents
in July alone, mostly taking
place at nighttime.
“Our directive to the police station chiefs is to focus
on the 15 shooting incidents;
seven of them are drug-related. A SITG (special investigation task group) is formed
to focus on the case of Rey
Cortes,” Ligan said in a radio
interview.
He added that the investigating team will review and
assess previous broadcasts of

CEBU CITY POLICE OFFICE (CCPO) CHIEF COL. JOSEFINO LIGAN (LEFT) VOW TO SOLVE THE KILLING OF BROADCASTER REY CORTES (RIGHT).

Cortes hoping to find leads
for possible motives.
“Everyone mentioned in
his program, including pol-

iticians and all those who
have roles in maintaining
his commentary program,
we consider them all for the

Cebu City reminds public to
register for national ID
THE Cebu City Committee on Communication
headed by Councilor James
Cuenco reminds Cebuanos to
register for the national ID.
The Philippine Identification System or Philsys
is the government’s central
identification platform for all
Filipino citizens and resident
aliens of the Philippines.
To get the National ID

one must register online,
book online application in
registration centers, wait for
the issuance of the Philsys
number and ID.
In Cebu City, the Philsys Registration Centers are
in Robinson’s Cybergate,
Robinsons Galleria, Gaisano Country Mall, Talamban
Time Square, SM Seaside
City Cebu and Ayala Center

Cebu.
Walk ins are also allowed.
Applicants are reminded to bring their documents,
own ballpens, face masks
and face shields.
For the list of primary
and secondary supporting
documents, one may visit
James Cuenco Official posts
on Facebook.

review,” said Lt. Colonel Wilbert Parilla, CCPO deputy
chief for operations, during
Friday’s press briefing.

Ligan added they will
decipher the kind of bullets
used in killing Cortes as well
as the type of firearm, citing
a theory that the broadcaster
was killed by a sniper.
The regional crime laboratory is yet to release the
result of the autopsy on the
victim, which can lend investigators a hand in determining which gun was used,
Parilla said
On
Thursday,
the
Cebu Citizens-Press Council (CCPC), in a statement,
called for a thorough investigation on the murder of
Cortes, describing the incident as “heinous and sensational crime”.
Cortes was gunned down in
front of DYRB-AM radio station along N. Bacalso Avenue
in Mambaling. PNA

Night parking now banned
THE Cebu City Council
passed an ordinance banning
night parking in the sidewalks and streets of the city.
The Cebu City Transportation Office (CCTO) advised
the public to refrain from
parking their motorcycles in
the streets of the city.
Furthermore, the CCTO

hopes that the public will follow the ordinance and heed
the warning to avoid clamping of their vehicles
To recall, in the early
morning of July 22, 2021, the
CCTO made an operation in
some areas in the City where
they were able to apprehend
30 motorcycle units.

DVMF meets Carbon Market
meat and fish dealers
EMPLOYEES of the Department of Veterinary Medicine and Fisheries (DVMF)
met with meat and fish dealers
of Carbon Public Market on
July 19, 2021.
The meeting was spearheaded by DVMF headed by
Dr. Jessica Maribojoc with
the coordination of Cebu City
Health Department (CCHD)
and Market Operations Division (MOD) of Cebu City.
During the meeting, the
DVMF presented the rules and

regulations relative to Hygienic Handling of Newly Slaughtered Meat and the Chilled,
Frozen, and Thawed Meat.
Also discussed during the
gathering was the registration
and licensing of meat stakeholders as well as the new rate
of Regulatory Service Fee that
will take effect on August 1,
2021
Meanwhile, the Animal
Health Division of the Department of Veterinary Medicine
and Fisheries (DVMF) of the

Cebu City government once
again extends its services to
select barangays in the city.
The following services
were as follows:
July 21 – Free Dog Anti-Rabies Vaccination (Bulacao)
July 22 – Free Anti-Rabies
Vaccination (Bulacao)
July 24 – Adoption Display (Parkmall)
July 25 – Dog Spaying and
Anti-Rabies Vaccination – by
appointment (ABCC)

CCDRRMO holds seminar
OFFICIALS of the Cebu
City Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Office (CCDRRMO) Emergency Medical Services headed by Data Management Cluster head Renzo
Del Rosario recently held
a seminar for the barangay
Public Safety Officers.
The seminar was aimed
to inform, make aware and

educate the Public Safety Officers of their responsibilities
towards the members of the
Barangay Health Emergency
Response Teams. (BHERT.)
The seminar was attended by Public Safety Officers
and BHERTS of barangays
Lusaran, Cambinocot, Paril
Tagba-o, Tabunan and Pungol Sibugay.
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VICE Governor Rene
L. Relampagos said that the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) has identified ten municipalities in Bohol, nine of
them from the 2nd District as
the poorest Local Government
Units (LGUs).
Relampagos said this was
confirmed by Bohol Provincial
Planning and Development Officer John Vistal.
“Pinakapobre ug pinakalisod nga kahimtang sa katawhan sa siyam ka lungsod sa
Bohol second district, based on
the census and data available at
PSA which detailed the poverty
incident level among families,”
Relampagos said.
He said the basis for the
census and survey is the income of every family of the residents of Bohol’s 2nd district.
“And it is also very clear
that if you roam around remote areas in the barangays
and towns in the Second Dis-

PSA identifies
10 poorest towns

MUNICIPAL HALL OF SAN ISIDRO IN BOHOL’S SECOND DISTRICT.

trict, you can see the economically suffering people, the lack
of water services,” Relampagos
said.
He said that for the first
time, Bohol Provincial Governor Arthur Yap released
P100,000 pesos to each of
the 1,109 barangays as “wa-

terworks supply project and
at P1 million each to all Bohol
municipalities to improve their
existing water supply system.
He said that under the
2021 budget, the Bohol Provincial Government under Yap
and him has allocated a P1 billion fund for the towns’ exist-

ing waterworks systems.
He said that while the municipalities in Bohol especially
the 2nd District have water systems, services were awful and
no water distribution roundthe-clock.
“The water from faucets is
terrible; the color is like that

of a chocolate, which compromised the health of the people.
The water distribution is very
limited. This is the reason why
Governor Yap wants to improve it and is being supported
by the Sanguniang Panlalawigan,” Relampagos said.
He added that Yap is also
improving the water services in
several islands and islets in the
second district of Bohol, grouping them into clusters and installing desalination plants to
provide clean and potable water.
“There are about six desalination plants that are strategically installed in several
islets in several Bohol towns,”
Relampagos said.
“There is already the detailed engineering study, followed by bidding activities.
Hopefully before the year ends,
they can add five or six more
desalination plants.” ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Gov. Yap strongly backed by SP: Relampagos
BOHOL Vice Governor
Rene L. Relampagos said that
based on experience, the most
important factor in balancing the economic and health
programs is the partnership
between the governor and the
provincial board.
Relampagos said Bohol
Governor Arthur Yap is strongly supported by the Sanguniang Panlalawigan of Bohol
which he is presiding.
Relampagos himself is a
three-term Bohol governor.

He was also a provincial board
member, vice governor and 1st
district congressman.
He said that if a governor
wants to implement his plans,
programs, or infrastructure
projects, this will not happen
without the support of the Sanguniang Panlalawigan.
He added that talking
about funds, the budget needs
approval of the Sanguniang
Panlalawigan.
“That is also the reason
why my administration in Bo-

hol when I was the governor
was successful because I had a
good relationship with the vice
governor and board members.
My vice governor at that time
was Edgar Chatto who is now
the congressman of the first
district,” Relampagos said.
He said that with the good
relationship of Yap with him
and the board members, it is
easy to pass a budget needed
to implement projects and
services.
“We, in the Sanguniang

Panlalawigan, have full trust
in Governor Yap in implementing good projects and
services to uplift the living
condition of the Boholanos,”
Relampagos said.
He said that Yap is always
looking for ways to provide
better services for the people
like potable water to maintain
the good health of the populace.
He added that enough supply of water is important to give
convenience to the people, and

to increase food production in
agriculture.
He recalled that Tagbilaran City, the capital of Bohol,
was a sleepy city for several decades, and the reason for it was
water problem, side by side
with the problem on power distribution.
“When we improved the
water distribution and normalized the power situation, the
economic activities in Tagbilaran City increased,” Relampagos said. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Bohol trolls released fake news v. Yap admin
BOHOL Vice Governor
Rene L. Relampagos said that
hundreds of trolls who are
remnants of the 2019 midterm election have resurrected and released fake news
against the present provincial
administration.
“These trolls must have
been maintained and are being increased to paint bad image to the provincial administration. Ang ilang pamaagi
mabaw ra gihapon. They are
making a scenario to under-

mine the situation of the governor. Their fake information
in 2019 failed,” Relampagos
said.
This time, Relampagos
said, the trolls and their masterminds are projecting or
painting controversies of the
leadership of Governor Yap.
“I will not be surprised
if they will file fabricated
charges against Governor Yap
before the Office of the Ombudsman for graft and corruption for propaganda pur-

poses in the coming election,”
Relampagos said.
He said that the unscrupulous politicians also used these
bad tactics against him when
he was the governor of Bohol.
“They said that I was making money as governor and
I have a mansion in Baclayon. Even though the people
knew that the case is a fabrication, they use it as propaganda. They hired people to file
charges against me before the
Ombudsman and they used

it as propaganda to condition the minds of the people,”
Relampagos said.
He said that the Office
of the Ombudsman has the
mandate to receive complaints even from anonymous
sources. But the Office of the
Ombudsman is only an investigating office to receive complaints against government
officials. It will only file cases
before the Sandiganbayan if
there is basis and dismiss it if
no evidence.

“Unfortunately, the Boholanos are not familiar with
the role of the Office of the Ombudsman, hence, they believed
that if a government official is
facing charges before that office, he is already guilty. Layo
ra sa tinuod,” Relampagos said.
He said that if the case has
reached Sandiganbayan that
dismissed it, only then that a
government official concerned
has a cause of action by filing
countercharges of malicious
filing. ELIAS O. BAQUERO
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US warns business
risks in Hong Kong
THE US warned that
China’s new national security law could be a risk of doing
business in Hong Kong.
A new business advisory
tells multinational firms that
they are subject to the laws
and that their people could
be arrested under them.
Other risks may include
having to surrender data to
Chinese authorities.
President Biden said that
“the situation in Hong Kong
is deteriorating”.
“The Chinese government is not keeping its commitment about how it would
deal with Hong Kong,” the
president warned.
The national security law
was introduced in Hong Kong
last year after protests over an
extradition law turned violent
and evolved into a broader

anti-China and pro-democracy movement.
The advisory covers several other areas including
freedom of the press, data
privacy and sanctions im-

posed by both sides.
As part of the update
on Friday, the US also announced sanctions against
seven Chinese officials over
what it describes as an “ero-

sion of the rule of law”.
Jeff Moon, a former assistant US trade representative who worked on Hong
Kong policy during the
Obama administration, said,

“I think this is quite serious
amd a reflection of the dramatic changes that have gone
on in Hong Kong.”
According to the American Chamber of Commerce
in the city, about 280 companies have regional headquarters there.
It said in a statement
that it was aware “of an increasingly complicated geopolitical environment and its
risks”.
“We are here to support
our members to navigate
those challenges and risks
while also capturing the opportunities of doing business
in this region,” it said.
Businesses with operations or staff in Hong Kong
should consider potential
reputational and legal risks,
the advisory says.

OPEC+ meets to agree oil supply boost as prices rise
OPEC+ ministers will
meet on Sunday in another
attempt to agree a quick oil
supply boost to address soaring oil prices as the global
economy recovers from the
coronavirus pandemic.
The group includes OPEC
countries and allies like Russia.
Earlier this month, the
group failed to resolve disagreement over a new output
policy between Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).
OPEC+ last year agreed
record output cuts of almost

10 million barrels
per day (bpd) to
cope with a pandemic-induced
slump in demand
and
gradually
relaxed them to
about 5.8 million
bpd.
The
group
had planned to
ease the reduction by a further 2
million bpd from August until
December 2021 because oil
prices have climbed to 2-1/2
year highs.
Whilst both Riyadh and

the UAE had been supportive of an immediate output
boost, the UAE had objected
to the Saudi idea to extend the
overall supply management

pact to December 2022 from
the current plan
to end it in April
2022.
The UAE argued that it wants
a higher output
quota if the pact
was to be extended.
A higher output quota for the
UAE and potentially for other
members like Iraq and Kuwait will be on the agenda on
Sunday, according to three
OPEC+ sources.

The producers need to
decide when those higher output quotas, known as baselines, would be set in place.
Sources have told Reuters the
UAE might see its baseline
being raised to 3.65 million
bpd from April 2022 from the
current 3.168 million.
It is also unclear from
which month OPEC+ would
release more oil into the market - August might be difficult
as Saudi Arabia had already
set official selling prices for its
oil and releasing extra barrels
might upset existing customers. THE ECONOMIC TIMES

WhatsApp blocks 2M Indian accounts over spam messages
WHATSAPP blocked 2
million accounts of Indian
users in a month to prevent
harmful behavior, the company said in its first ever compliance report published under
the country’s strict new information technology rules.
Under the new rules effective last May, social media companies must publish
a compliance report every
month detailing how many
complaints they received
from Indian users and what
action they took. Internation-

al technology firms also must
hire executives locally, who
can help regulate content and
take swift action in response
to legal complaints.
WhatsApp is owned by
Facebook.
It said that more than
95% of the 2 million accounts
blocked between May 15 and
June 15 were banned “due to
the unauthorized use of automated or bulk messaging.”
“These numbers have
increased significantly since
2019 because our systems

have increased in sophistication,” the company. “Keep in
mind; we ban the vast majority of these accounts proactively, without relying on any
user reports.”
In 2018, the service began restricting the ability of
users worldwide to forward
messages after viral hoaxes
on its platform were blamed
for a spate of mob violence in
India. The company blocks 8
million accounts globally per
month on average, it said in a
statement.

The app has over 400
million users in India, which
is its biggest market, and 2
billion users worldwide.
While WhatsApp is complying with some aspects of
the new rules, it has sued the
Indian government over one
of the requirements. Indian
authorities want companies
to trace the “first originator”
of messages if asked. The government has said that such
requests would be made only
in relation to serious crime,
but WhatsApp is concerned

that this move would effectively end any guarantee of
user privacy by requiring the
platform to keep track of every message.
“Requiring
messaging apps to ‘trace’ chats is
the equivalent of asking us
to keep a fingerprint of every single message sent on
WhatsApp, which would
break end-to-end encryption
and fundamentally undermines people’s right to privacy,” a company spokesperson
said in a statement. CNN

