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LOOK AT CHANGES
LAST 2 YEARS: GIBO
Youth urged to recreate the Philippines

FORMER Department
of National Defense (DND)
Secretary Gilbert “Gibo”
Teodoro said the Filipinos
should look at what had happened to the country especially in the past two years.
Teodoro, a number one
in the bar examination, said
that for two years now, the entire world has totally changed.
Several big companies and
several nations were quick to
adjust to the situation caused
by the health pandemic.
“I think that in the future, the people especially the
youth, shall think of making a
new nation. We will recreate
the Philippines because we
cannot go back to the past anymore. If not, we will continue
the system we had for the past
30 to 40 years. We cannot
grow. We cannot develop. We
cannot quickly respond to the
pandemic. Our environment
will not be suitable for sustaining a big number of people.
Despite the Philippines being
a rich country, our resources
cannot be used by the people,”
said Teodoro, whose father
was the administrator of the
Social Security System (SSS)
for a long time.
Teodoro, also a former
congressman, said he wants
to get the opinion of all people, especially the youth, their

ideas and ambitions for the future of a new country.
He said this will be a long
process so that we have to
start discussing it now. Political and historical development
needs change. The example is
the need to create new regions
or clusters where those who
will lead the development are
the municipalities and component cities. These should be
the center of hub of services
for the different communities.
Then, we have to devolve
power and resources to Metropolitan areas to be sub-regions and shall have good
infrastructures. He cited the
construction of the second

By: ELIAS O. BAQUERO
runway of Mactan-Cebu International Airport (MCIA).
Teodoro said the most
important is the opinion of
the people.
“Why are you doing a
political act when you don’t
know the dreams and visions
of the people for the future
of the country, especially for
the young generations? So,
we should have a New Philippines for the New Generation,” Teodoro said.
He created a video on this
matter which has become viral
nationwide.
“I have to do something

myself especially that we have
other major problems like
power generation because several plants were shut down for
maintenance, that may result
to the increase in power rates,”
Teodoro said.
He said it seems nobody
has suggested what the country needs to be competitive in
the new world, with new systems. “Our neighboring countries have reengineered. We
should be more competitive
because there will be heavy
competition rather than cooperation in the future, he said.
“So, we should talk of the
future of this country that will
improve the living condition

of our children, grandchildren
and the future generations.
And this should also start with
a political change, not partisan political change but the
structure of the Philippines.
Secondly, we should strengthen the bureaucracy, equipping
career officials with the right
tools to be efficient and competent because they are the
ones giving expertise even if
political leaders come and
go. If they are competent and
have security of tenure, and
you bring out the best in them,
even if Philippine leaders are
changing, there will be a continuity of policies and rules in
governance,” Teodoro said.
He said that the people,
rich or poor, are working today, not only for them but for
their succeeding generations.
They should carry the vision
on the principal aim. But
this does not mean that we
should not help or cooperate
with each other.
“So, I said in my video
that this is inter-generational, multi-generational,
and all sectors must be involved, without politics,”
Teodoro said.
Teodoro said, he just has
his own version ---that we really need to recreate our own
country, in an organizational
sense, or in a business sense.
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PhilHealth suspends accreditation
of Adventist Hospital Cebu, Inc.
THE Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) imposes a threemonth suspension of the accreditation of Adventist Hospital Cebu, Inc. (formerly
H.W. Miller Memorial Sanitarium and Hospital) located
at Tres De Abril Street, San
Nicolas, Cebu City.
Adventist Hospital Cebu,
Inc. is meted with the penalty of suspension for three (3)
months of its accreditation
with PhilHealth and a fine
of Php 10,000 for misrepresentation by furnishing false
or incorrect information and
breach of the warranties of
accreditation based on Section 144 and 150 of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No.
7875.
The case stemmed from
the findings of the Accreditation Section of PhilHealth
Regional Office 7 in 2007
during an inspection for renewal of accreditation of
then H.W. Miller Memorial Sanitarium and Hospital
(Miller). It was found out
that dialysis clinic SouthMed

Dialysis Center, Inc. (SMDC),
a tenant of the hospital, filed
dialysis claims through Miller. Although there was a contract of lease between both
facilities, there was no memorandum of agreement stating SMDC as an outsourced
service unit of Miller.
Through a fact-finding

investigation report, PhilHealth 7 Legal Office recommended filing a case to its
Head Office against the hospital for Misrepresentation
by Furnishing False or Incorrect Information.
In 2009, PhilHealth
Head Office’s Prosecution
Department filed the com-

plaint for Misrepresentation
by Furnishing False of Incorrect Information, a violation
of PhilHealth Circular No.
17, s-2006, and Breach of the
Warranties of Accreditation
under Sections 144 and 150 of
the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of Republic Act
7875. It was also found out

that two anomalous benefit
claims were made to appear
that hemodialysis sessions
of a patient were performed
at Miller where in fact were
done at SMDC.
The hospital filed a Notices of Appeal on different
occasions with PhilHealth,
the Court of Appeals (CA),
and lastly, the Supreme
Court (SC). All appeals were
denied.
PhilHealth 7 Legal Office received the Order and
Writ of Execution of the case
against Adventist Hospital Cebu, Inc. from its Head
Office’s Arbitration Department in May 2021. The order
was served to the hospital’s
president on June 1, 2021.
The suspension of accreditation shall take effect
on August 1, 2021 up to October 29, 2021. Within these
dates, PhilHealth will not
receive, process, nor pay any
claims from Adventist Hospital Cebu, Inc. Members
are advised to seek medical
services in other accredited
health care institutions in the
area. PHILHEALTH PR

‘Golden Age of infrastructure’
PRESIDENT
Rodrigo
Duterte’s State of the Nation
Address (SONA) on Monday
has renewed the hope of the
Filipino people for a better
and brighter future as he
ushered a “golden age of infrastructure”, the presidential assistant for the Visayas
said on Tuesday.
Secretary Michael Lloyd
Dino said the President has
transformed the three central Philippine regions as he
balanced the Build, Build,
Build’s civil work initiatives
with social development and
programs designed to solve
various maladies such as
proliferation of illegal drugs,
corruption, and insurgency.
“As part of the Philippines’ golden age of infrastructure, the Visayas has
been a recipient of major
flagship and development
projects that will further
pave the way for its metro
cities, tourism destinations

and IT (information technology) hubs to be an economic
stronghold,” Dino said in a
statement.
He said world-class
masterpieces such as the
Mactan-Cebu International Airport Terminal 2, Panglao-Bohol
International
Airport, development of
Siquijor, Dumaguete, Santa
Fe-Bantayan, and Calbayog
airports, and the soon-tobe-completed Cebu-Cordova
Link Expressway are some of
the notable projects.
Dino also said Visayas
officials support the President’s will to crush insurgency in the countryside through
actions over decade-old maladies in social imbalance in
terms of social development
programs.
The President’s wholeof-nation approach in directly dealing with the communities affected by the existence
of Maoist teachings of the

Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army
(CPP-NPA) has the concurrence of town and village officials in Samar, Negros-island
provinces, and Bohol, he noted.
Since the start of the
Duterte administration, a
total of 229,289 hectares of
land has been distributed to
poor and deserving farmers
for agriculture through the
issuance of EO 75.
Dino said more than
2,245 farmer-beneficiaries
in the Visayas were granted
land ownership totaling over
3,000 hectares, along with
millions of pesos worth of
support services projects.
“With regards to education, when Duterte signed RA
10931 or the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act, some 1,623,628
students were able to avail
free college tuition and other
school fees,” he said.

CEBU-CORDOVA LINK EXPRESSWAY

Dino also lauded Duterte’s effort to eradicate bureaucratic red tape through
Republic Act (RA) 11032 or
the Ease of Doing Business
and Efficient Government
Service Delivery Act.
This has expanded the
powers of the Anti-Red Tape
Authority, thereby streamlining basic government
services and processes, minimizing the bureaucratic
red tape that has painfully
caused inconvenience to the
transacting public in the previous years.
The passage of RA 11223

or the Universal Health Care
Act has paved the way for
the healthcare coverage of
109,035,343 Filipinos.
“Even before the Universal Health Care Act was
enacted, hrough the efforts
of Senator Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go, the nationwide rollout of Malasakit
Centers was well underway,”
he said.
There are currently 130
Malasakit Centers across the
country, 26 of which are in
the Visayas, where some 2
million individuals were already assisted. PNA
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House inquiry to enlighten public
on Carbon project: Ferrer
LOUIE Ferrer of the
Megawide Corporation that
advocated for the total redevelopment and modernization of Carbon Public Market
and its vicinity, said that any
congressional inquiry will
enlighten the public more on
the project.
Ferrer, who is also
the
president
of
the
GMR-Megawide Cebu Airport Corporation (GMCAC),
has urged a few Cebu City
councilors to stop opposing
the project just for their own
interest.
“We are not afraid to
face anybody because we are
on the right track. We can
explain everything,” Ferrer
said.
Ferrer told DYRC radio
that Megawide went through
the right process so there
is no problem even if some

people are opposed to it.
He said that recently,
they already awarded certificates of stall occupancy to
the vendors headed by Maria
Pino, among others.
“When the vendors re-

ceived the awards, we can
feel their sincerity and belief that Megawide can uplift
their living condition. One
said that at present, they are
just squatting on the streets
under the wet of the rain or

heat of the sun. We sacrificed
because we had no choice.
with these awards, the vendors’ life will be improved,”
Ferrer said.
One vendor was quoted
by Ferrer as saying that while

the opposition of few councilors is just for their interest,
the awards from Megawide
will provide their livelihood
as vendors with dignity.
The vendors will occupy
the new Carbon Market by
the end of the year.
Aside from Carbon Public Market modernization,
Megawide is also constructing buildings designed as
“Puso” or hanging rice where
people from all walks of life
can go to have lunch or dinner.
Then airline passengers
from different provinces can
check-in at Carbon Public
Market then take a water taxi
to the airport to save time.
Once the Carbon operation will start, all people will
be safe from criminalities,
as the entire area will be secured. ELIAS O. BAQUERO

Unload to cities budget to buy vaccines: Gibo
VICE Presidential Aspirant Gilbert “Gibo” Teodoro
said that for 2022 annual
budget, the first thing is to
unload to major cities and
metropolitan areas the funds
needed buy vaccines and provisions for additional bed capacities if Covid-19 surge will
happen again.
The Local Government
Units (LGUs) like component
cities and municipalities and
neighboring
communities
where people are working are

considered frontliners, and
their budget must also be increased, Teodoro said.
The Internal Revenue Allotment (IRA) will surely increase by 2022 based on the
order of the Supreme Court.
But at the same time, even if
the National Government will
download budgets to LGUs,
these are not enough.
The National Government must allocate budgets
for the LGUs for continuous
vaccination, especially that at

this point of time, the target
to vaccinate at least 70 percent of the population to attend herd immunity has not
been realized.
On the other hand, Teodoro said the National Government shall give resources
to education in skills upgrading of teachers and motivate
teachers even during General Community Quarantine
(GCQ).
He said that in distance
learning it’s hard to motivate

the teachers and the students
due to the absence of faceto-face contact. So, there’s a
need to motivate the teachers
who will, in turn, motivate the
students.
Teodoro is happy with the
decision of President Rodrigo
Duterte to retain the Visiting
Forces Agreement (VFA). The
Philippines and the United
States may resume Balikatan
Joint Exercise, not in military but joint administration
of vaccine as a humanitarian

system and disaster response.
“That can be a very good
Balikatan exercise. This had
happened before, during the
aftermath of Typhoon Yolanda in 2013. This yearly Balikatan exercise is a component of
VFA,” Teodoro said.
Teodoro, who offered to
be the running mate of Presidential Wannabe Sara Duterte-Carpio, said that he wants
that all his ideas to be acceptable to the Filipino people.
ELIAS O. BAQUERO

3 construction projects in Cebu City get safety seals from DOLE
THREE
construction
projects in this city have received their safety seal certificates from the Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE).
DOLE-7 Director Salome
Siaton on Thursday said she
personally awarded the certificates on Wednesday at the
MDC Solinea Tower Project,
Cebu Business Park (CBP),
which is home to the city’s
residential and commercial
buildings.
Awardees include The
Alcoves located on Luzon Avenue in CBP; Avida Towers
Riala Tower 4 located at JM
Del Mar corner India Street,

IT Park; and Solinea Tower
4 located on Negros Road,
CBP, all of which are projects
of the Makati Development
Corp. (MDC).
Speaking
before
the
awardees, Siaton underscored
the importance and value of a
safety seal certificate.
“The issuance of a Safety
Seal Certificate is proof that
you are not only compliant
with the Occupational Safety and Health Standards but
also with the Minimum Public Health Standards,” the labor official was quoted as saying in a statement.
Being issued with the certificate would demonstrate

that all safety protocols especially the installation and
institutionalization of a contact tracing application are in
place in the workplace, Siaton
said.
“With this, all your workers, clients and stakeholders
will find it safe and secure to
work and transact with you
knowing that your contractors are also compliant with
the law and with the minimum public health standards
as provided for under the DTI
(Department of Trade and
Industry), DOT (Department
of Tourism), the LGUs (local
government units), and DILG
(Department of the Interior

and Local Government) Joint
Memorandum Circular No.
21-01, Series of 2021 or the
Implementing Guidelines of
the Safety Seal Certification
Program,” she said, addressing the MDC.
The three construction
projects are the latest additions to the pool of safety seal
certificate awardees in Central Visayas.
“Being in the construction and a high-risk industry,
they came in second to the Cebu-Cordova Link Expressway
(CCLEX) Project by Cebu Link
Joint Venture to have been issued with a Safety Seal Certificate,” Siaton noted.

Last June 23, DOLE, together with DTI, DOT, and
DILG awarded the CCLEX
and several other establishments falling under their
respective jurisdiction with
safety seal certificates.
Five days later, DOLE
awarded some 13 Philippine
Economic Zone Authority-Mactan Economic Zone
registered export enterprises
with the safety seals.
These certificates must
be displayed at the main entrance of the concerned establishments and should be surrendered to the DOLE upon
expiry or if they are revoked.
PR
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Delta variant
News that 32 cases
had the Delta variant
of Covid-19 in Cebu
caused much alarm.
The tests were done
during the first week
of July. But it took
several weeks for the
lone genome center to
confirm the presence
of the variant in Cebu.
Considering
the
Weekly Notes
variant as the most Emmanuel Nacorda Mongaya
contagious and deadly of all Covid-19 variants so far, the initial 32 cases
must have multiplied exponentially. I agree that with
the surge in Cebu, medical authorities must consider all Covid-19 cases as caused by Delta until proven
otherwise.
Despite the surge however, Gov. Gwen Garcia insists that the Cebu Provincial Government has managed the Covid-19 situation well. In fact, because of
the governor’s stance against the imposition of another lockdown, the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
lowered the quarantine level of the Province of Cebu
compared to the Metro tri-cities. The situation must
be okay, indeed.
However, we see in social media ambulances from
various Cebu towns lining up outside the emergency
rooms of Metro Cebu hospitals. Huge oxygen tanks
have tubes used by a patient inside SUVs. The poor
are making do with makeshift beds outside the hospitals.
Shall we believe the governor?
Apparently, Mandaue Mayor Jonas Cortes has
presented us with a reality different from what Gov.
Gwen Garcia is saying. According to the mayor, of the
530 Covid patients admitted in private hospitals in
local inside Mandaue City,
• 203 or 38.3% are residents of the Province of
Cebu.
• 183 or 34.5% are from Cebu City.
• 114 patients divided between Lapulapu (99),
Mandaue (38), and outside Cebu (7).
Also note that of the running total of 130 deaths
for July:
• 81 came from the Province of Cebu or 62.3%.
• 32 or 24.6 came from Cebu City.
• 11 or 8.4% from Lapulapu City.
• 6 or 4.6% declared as Mandaue residents.
These figures, that were provided by Mayor Cortes
in his appeal for a less strict community quarantine
qualification, showed most of the Covid-19 cases in
Cebu came from the Province of Cebu. Perhaps, a
deeper look at the situation should be done.
(Emmanuel Mongaya, co-founder and director for
strategic communications for PRWorks Inc., is also
a member of the Political Officers League of the Philippines or POLPhil. DM him @anol_cebu)
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Ramp up vaccination
Despite the naysayers
against the anti-Covid-19
vaccines, these are our best
defenses as hospitals become
full, with the onset of another
surge.
Yes, we still get the virus
despite even jabs of two vaccine doses. Former governor
Lito Osmeña, who already
got two doses of Sinovac,
died of Covid-19. However, a
vaccinated human body has
a stronger immune system
against the virus. More unvaccinated individuals die of
Covid-19 than those who got
themselves jabbed.
Despite vaccination, one
just needs to observe basic
health protocols like using

Atty. Gerardo Carillo
Chairman

your face masks, constant
washing of hands, and social
distancing. One can still get
the virus and spread it to unvaccinated family members
especially the kids.
These protocols the vaccinated should observe until
enough Filipinos get jabbed to
achieve herd immunity.
It is just unfortunate that
politicians and their sycophants try hard to push an
unscientific narrative causing
much confusion. They uphold
a narrative that Cebu has
managed the Covid-19 situation well.
There may be a debate
against the imposition of a
lockdown especially in Cebu
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Province.
Be that as it may, however,
the debate should not prevent
the acceleration of vaccination
of the population. Efforts to
ramp up vaccination even in
two towns should be done.
Let us learn from Manila.
Relying on supplies from the
national government is not
enough. The local government units (LGUs) should
allocate for the purchase of
vaccines.
No amount of loosening
border controls and allowing businesses to open would
stimulate the economy if the
local population are mostly
unvaccinated. Ramp up vaccination please
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UAE’s Masdar inks deal to drive Iraq’s
clean energy revolution
BIZBITS

Manny de los Santos Rabacal

Masdar, the Abu Dhabi-based clean energy major
and a subsidiary of Mubadala Investment Company, has
announced that it signed an
agreement with the Republic of Iraq to develop solar
projects in the country. The
projects will have a minimum total capacity of two
gigawatts (GW), a statement
said. Iraq, the second-largest
oil producer in the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), is looking to increase the percent-

age of renewables in its total
power production capacity
by the end of this decade to
address supply issues and
meet climate objectives. The
country, which this year ratified the Paris Agreement on
climate change, enjoys some
of the most attractive solar
irradiation levels in the region, the statement added.
The agreement was signed at
a virtual ceremony by Majid
A Hantosh, Minister of Electricity, the Republic of Iraq,
Suha Al-Najar, president
of the National Investment
Commission for the Republic of Iraq, and Mohamed
Jameel Al Ramahi, CEO of
Masdar. Ihsan Abdul Jabbar Ismail, Minister of Oil
for the Republic of Iraq, said
that the government intends
to increase and enhance
the national production of
clean energy. Through this
agreement with Masdar, we
will generate 2GW of solar
power through projects in
central and southern Iraq.

He added that Iraq is targeting 20-25 percent of energy coming from renewable
sources, rather than fossil fuels, equivalent to 10-12GW.
(Arabian Business)
oOo
President Joe Biden is
calling for state, local and
US territorial governments
to provide US$100 payments
for every newly vaccinated
American to boost COVID-19
inoculation rates, the US
Treasury Department said on
Thursday (Jul 29). The Treasury said in a statement that
such incentives are an allowable use of funds from the
US$350 billion in aid granted to state, local, territorial, and tribal governments
under the American Rescue
Plan Act. The department
added that it would provide
technical assistance in using these funds to support
increased vaccinations. The
Treasury said in a statement
that such incentives are an
allowable use of funds from

the US$350 billion in aid
granted to state, local, territorial and tribal governments
under the American Rescue
Plan Act. The department
added that it would provide
technical assistance in using these funds to support
increased vaccinations. Earlier on Thursday, New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that anyone getting
their first COVID-19 vaccine
shot at a city-run site would
receive a US$100 payment.
(CNA)
oOo
Elon Musk’s brain-machine interface company,
Neuralink, has raised $205
million from investors including Google Ventures,
Peter Thiel’s Founders Fund,
and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman. The series C round,
announced in a blogpost
Thursday, was led by Dubaibased Vy Capital. It comes
two years after Neuralink
raised $51 million. Total investment in the company

now stands at $363 million,
according to start-up tracker Crunchbase. Founded in
2016, Neuralink is trying
to develop high-bandwidth
brain implants that can communicate with phones and
computers. The company is
targeting its first devices at
quadriplegics — who are unable to interact with many
of today’s devices — and it
is working toward human
trials. So far, the technology
has been trialed on pigs and a
monkey that was able to play
the video game Pong with its
mind. The company said its
first product, known as the
N1 Link, will be completely
invisible once implanted and
transmit data via a wireless
connection. Musk, who is
CEO of Neuralink as well as
Tesla and SpaceX, has previously described Neuralink
as a Fitbit in your skull with
tiny wires that go into your
brain. (CNBC)
mannyrabacal1144@
gmail.com

Negros Occidental, RA 8488,
Victorias City, Negros Occidental, RA 8472 Tagum City,
Province of Davao, RA 8471,
Garden Island of Samal,
Province of Davao. In Mindanao: RA 8500, Kidapawan
City, Cotabato, and RA 8490,
Malaybalay City, Bukidnon.
THE HYPOCRISY
OF GOVT OFFICIALS.
They are so loud and
noisy of telling the citizens to
observe health protocols, yet
they travel in and out of the
provinces (exempted from
quarantine, swab test), attending political assemblies
in the Presidential Palace,
Capitols, City Halls and Hotels.
What is insulting is that
the PNP who has been very
zealous in arresting ordinary citizens who violate the
smallest and most stupid
covid protocols are the very
ones escorting these Gods
and Children of the Palace
who are prematurely campaigning.
This is the kicker, ev-

ery time covid rises DOH/
IATF/EOC easily blames the
ordinary citizens, these Politicians (fake covid experts)
never realize that people go
out of their houses to work to
buy food, while Politicians of
the Palace and its allied politicians go out to campaign.
What is hurting is that these
protocols, masks, quarantine
facilities, vaccines and everything related to covid is all
about profit and commission
never about the welfare of
the Filipino People.
Just recently the EOC
Cebu City through its Deputy Implementer announced
that there should be no political gathering. This is the
zenith of hypocrisy as all Cebuanos know that when the
daughter of the President,
the anointed candidate of the
administration, strutted all
the way to almost all gatherings in Cebu. With entourage from government law
enforcement as security back
up and the political ass lickers.

Renaming streets

Cebu Legal
Pedia

Atty. Clarence Paul V. Oaminal

Senator Vicente Sotto pioneered the renaming
of streets to nationalistic
names and today’s hypocrisy
of government officials
The Father of Cebuano
Journalism, Language and
Literature first entered politics as a Cebu City Councilor. He pioneered the naming
and renaming of streets to
Filipino and local names.

This was how Dr. Resil
Mojares, National Artist for
Literature, in his book “The
Maverick Senator, VICENTE SOTTO” (first published
in 1992 together with Senate
President Tito Sotto then a
Vice Mayor of Quezon City.
In 2021, Dr. Mojares and
Senator Tito Sotto reprinted the book with the help of
the Cebuano Studies Center
headed by Dr. Hope Sabanpan-Yu) narrated the scenes
of Sotto’s time:
“In the December election (December 1, 1903) itself,
Vicente Sotto (together with
Rallos and his elder brother,
Filemon) won as councilor.
His election was protested
on the grounds that he was
under the age prescribed by
law, but the protest failed. In
his first elective office, Sotto
applied himself to the job of
local legislation (authoring,
among others, the ordinance
that substituted Filipino and
nationalist names to the old
Spanish names of Cebu’s city
streets.)”

Don Vicente Sotto’s
grandson and namesake also
followed his footsteps for
championing for the provinces. As Senator, Senate President Tito Sotto in his 1st term
in the senate (1992-1998),
authored
the
following
pro-province legislation: RA
8185, it is the law amending
the Local Government Code
that requires the President to
first declared an area affected in a “state of calamity”,
Sotto’s law eliminated that
requirement for the validity
of the expenditure of local
calamity funds.
Senator Tito Sotto also
authored the revision of the
City Charter of Calbayog and
increased the number of the
members of the Sangguniang Panlunsod under RA
8335. Senate President Sotto authored the cityhood of
the following municipalities
in Visayas and Mindanao:
RA 8192, Sagay City, Negros
Occidental, RA 8297 City of
Kabankalan, Negros Occidental, RA 8489 Talisay City,
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Lechon, Chicken Cordon Bleu and Escabeche

The Legal Front
Atty. Gerry Carillo

The incident in Babag
between Maria and Marjorie has gone viral. Even the
place where Maria lives has
become a tourist attraction. Passed the place this
morning and was amused
by throng of people wanted
to take photo of the infamous place.
In
every
Cebuano
gathering, crispy lechon
sprawling in the table with
side dish such as seafoods,
kare-kare, escabeche and
chicken cordon bleu a sight
Cebuanos expect in a kum-

bira or feast.
What started as a kumbira or a birthday celebration on Sunday, July 25,
2021, went viral for the
wrong reasons after a food
supplier shared a video of
her trying to collect the remaining balance of the food
package the client ordered.
The video which Marjorie, the supplier of the food
tray package, posted on
Facebook, already earned
3.3 million views; 301,384
shares; 242,000 reactions;
and 327,000 comments as
of 12 noon on Tuesday, July
27.
Marjorie
demanded
payment of the unpaid
balance of P10,200 from
Maria, for the food tray
package that was delivered
to her home in Barangay
Babag II in Cebu City.
The food tray that included a lechon (roasted
pig), eight side dishes, and
two trays of fruits, cost a
total of P19, 200. However, Maria said in the video

that she was not paying the
balance because she was
dissatisfied with the food
delivery.
She said she ordered
food for 50 t0 60 persons
but what was delivered was
less than what she expected. The incident on Sunday also led Maria to file
charges against the food
supplier the next day, but
she begged off from discussing the details of her
complaint.
A complaint was filed
at the Mabolo Police Station against Marjorie, the
online seller, for causing
alarm and scandal inside
her property. Maria said
she has also sought the
assistance of the Anti-Cybercrime Unit (RACU-7)
regarding the video that
Marjorie posted online.
But Marjorie said she
only went to the Maria’s
residence to collect the
P10, 200 balance. She even
had with her barangay tanods (village watchmen) for

assistance. Marjorie was
quoted as saying that Maria ordered her food order
through a reseller on July
19.
Marjorie said Maria
paid P9,000 as partial payment for the order on July
22, leaving a balance of
P10,200 that was supposed
to be paid after the delivery
was made. Of the amount,
P2,000 was for the reseller.
Would the case filed by
Maria against Marjorie be
sustained in court? What
case would Marjorie file
against Maria for failing
to settle her account? Can
Maria’s actuation for refusing pay by reason of failure
to produce a receipt a valid
avoidance of his obligation
of payment?
The act of Maria in
avoiding her obligation despite the fact that the food
was nearly consumed as
shown by the video by her
guest could be a violation of
Art. 315 par 2 (e) of the Revised Penal Code by obtain-

ing food from a restaurant
or any outlet without paying and thereby defrauding
said proprietor of the cost
of the food she delivered.
Would the failure of
the supplier to present a
receipt negate said action?
I would rather venture in
negative. Perhaps the supplier could be held liable
separately for tax issue but
that would not excuse her
from settling her obligation
to Marjorie.
Would Marjorie on the
other hand be responsible
for Cyber Libel? If would
largely depend. In all libel cases, truth is always a
defense. If Marjorie’s intention was to collect her
balance and she could negate the malice which is
presumed in every libellous
action, then she would be
excuse.
Their case is very interesting indeed to wait. Let
us wait until thing would
unfold. Write us at carillogerry@yahoo.com.ph

Institutionalizing the export of Filipino workers?

The Labor Front
Art Barrit

The fundamental basis when President Rodrigo R. Duterte certified
as urgent the passage of a
proposed law that will create a separate agency for
Overseas Filipino Workers
is to address the perennial
problems affecting migrant
workers such as, streamline the processing of requirements and to protect
and promote the rights of

migrant Filipino workers
abroad.
As
such,
President
Duterte renewed his call
during his 5th SONA for
the immediate enactment
of Senate Bill 2234 titled,
“An Act Creating the Department of Migrant Workers and Overseas Filipinos
solely dedicated to the welfare of migrant workers
and Filipinos abroad.
Currently, separate government agencies handle
OFW affairs, among them
the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE),
the
Overseas
Workers
Welfare
Administration
(OWWA), the Philippine
Overseas Employment Administration (POEA), and
the Department of Foreign
Affairs’ Undersecretary for
Migrant Workers Affairs.
In the proposed measure, as pointed out by
Congressman
Raymond
DC Mendoza, House Chair,
Committee on Overseas
Workers Affairs, the contentious issues that in-

volved several government
agencies with OFWs’ concerns were already settled.
Cong. Mendoza, TUCP PL
is one of the principal authors of the bill.
With
Malacañang’s
declaration as a priority
measure, will it address the
diaspora engagements and
special concerns and assistance of OFWs after members in both chambers approved the bill?
Nonetheless,
sources
from government agencies noted that Filipino
migrants, which number
about 10 million, with 2.2
million OFWs, often grapple with labor issues and
recruitment woes while
some need legal assistance
for alleged involvement in
criminal activity.
Apparently,
several
organizations of Filipinos working abroad questioned the proposed bill,
stating among others, such
an agency runs counter to
Duterte’s campaign promise, “to make migration an

option and not a necessity.”
“This is pure and simple institutionalizing the
export of Filipino workers
abroad,” added the group’s
fiery statement.
Actually, “it is not our
intention to push for Filipinos leaving their country, home and family just
to work abroad,” retorted
Senator Joel Villanueva,
who sponsored the Senate
bill.
“It is our goal to provide our fellow Filipinos
with the necessary and adequate support they need
in overcoming the difficult
predicaments they encounter overseas; not of their
own choice, but as brought
about by what has become
unavoidable desperate necessity,” noted Senator Villanueva.
Nevertheless, their remittances serve as a lifeblood to the country’s economy. Despite the economic
slowdown during the pandemic, OFWs still managed
to send home $33.2 billion

last year, equivalent to onethird of the present P4.506
trillion budget.
In short, the country’s
economy is insulated not
because of the foreign direct investments (FDIs) or
the investment portfolios
brought by foreign investors but the year-on-year
growth increase in remittances of the overseas
workers both land-based
and sea-based workers.
What’s the score so far?
The proposed bill creating
OFW department was approved on third and final
reading. Creating a new department would “uselessly
balloon the bureaucracy”
without addressing the social costs of labor migration, explained Rep. Edcel
Lagman.
Accordingly, the International Seafarers Action Center and the Global
Council for Migrante International categorically stated, the creation of a new
department, “institutionalizes” the export of labor.
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Digitalization, financial
inclusion back ‘New Economy’
DIGITALIZATION and
financial inclusion are the
foundations of the “New
Economy.”
“Why finance digitalization? Financial technology
makes transactions easier and
faster, which in turn, speeds up
income. It also makes financial
products and services accessible to a greater number of
people, which in turn, enhances financial inclusion,” Bangko
Sentral ng Plipinas (BSP) Governor Benjamin Diokno said.
Diokno said the central bank has been pushing
for digitalization of financial
transactions even before the
pandemic. “BSP also aims to
have about 70 percent of Filipino adults have their own financial accounts by 2023.”
During the pandemic,
digital payment transactions
using electronic fund transfers facilities like InstaPay and

PesoNet surged following the
lockdown measures implemented by the government.
Diokno said InstaPay and
PesoNet are the two real-time
electronic payment systems
under the central bank’s National Retail Payments System (NRPS).

“The establishment of
digital banks will bring about
greater efficiency and extend
the reach of financial products and services among the
unbanked, including MSMEs
(micro, small and medium enterprises),” he said.
The use of QR codes has

also been boosted after the
central bank launched its person-to-merchant (P2M) program, he added.
“Compared with using
point-of-sales terminals, QR
technology presents small
merchants with a simple and
more affordable payment fa-

cility,” Diokno said.
The Philippine Identification System (Philsys) is also a
plus to the financial inclusion
bid as “this will address the
lack of identity documents
which is among the most
common barriers to account
opening,” he said.
The national ID shall
be a valid proof of identity
that shall be a means of simplifying public and private
transactions, enrollment in
schools, and the opening of
bank accounts.
It will also boost efficiency,
especially in dealing with government services where people
will only need to present one
ID during transactions.
These measures are expected to boost the economy’s recovery and ensure the
achievement of the central
bank’s financial inclusion and
digitalization bid. PNA

SEC creates office for fintech innovation
THE Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) on
Friday launched a new office
under its Corporate Governance and Finance Department (CGFD) that will focus
on regulating the use of financial technology (fintech) within the country.
“The commission has
supported new and emerging
business concepts while taking a proactive stance against
any excessive risk buildup to
ensure market integrity,” SEC
Chairperson Emilio B. Aquino said in a media briefing on

Friday.
The PhiliFintech Innovation Office (PIO) will be creating policies for existing and
new fintech innovations.
New fintech firms applying for registration will need
to reach out to the PIO. Existing fintech companies that
have been operating sans the
proper regulation or authorization and those that will
introduce new products will
also be facilitated by the PIO.
The innovation office can
also provide “regulatory clarifications” or “regulatory guid-

ance” to fintech firms, wherein it can guide these firms to
which regulations apply to
them and even assist them in
registration.
It also aims to “capacitate
the commission with technical expertise” to regulate
these fintech innovations,
while promoting an “innovative culture” in the commission.
“The SEC established its
innovation office, modeled
after existing frameworks,
structures, and the best practices of other jurisdictions,

but we have customized it to
fit the fintech landscape here
in the Philippines,” SEC Commissioner Kelvin Lester K.
Lee said.
The PIO is working on a
“Regulatory Genome Project”
with the University of Cambridge.
“It is a transformation
initiative to sequence the
world’s vast amount of regulatory data and text, create
a comprehensive repository of information to be used
by agencies, regulators, and
businesses around the world,”

Mr. Lee said.
It is also conducting a
“domestic industry mapping,” to document local fintech participants that are under the SEC’s jurisdiction.
“We will also endeavor to
finalize the DAO (digital asset
offerings) and DAX (digital
asset exchange) rules with the
commission’s own Markets
and Securities Regulation Department,” Mr. Lee said, adding that the PIO will also work
with the CGFD for memorandums on online lending apps.
BUSINESS WORLD

Exporters want freeze on cargo-handling rate hike
THE Philippine Ports
Authority (PPA) needs to defer approval of a petition for
an increase in cargo handling
tariffs and passenger terminal fees at the Manila North
Harbor.
The Philippine Exporters
Confederation, Inc. (Philexport) and Export Development Council (EDC) said
in a statement that the PPA
should “suspend the mandatory weighing of export containers for the sake of small

exporters and enterprises.”
A written request
has been sent to PPA
General
Manager
Jay Daniel R. Santiago, warning that
approving the rate
hike now and allowing the mandatory
weighing of export
containers to continue will further add to
the difficulties faced
by micro, small and

medium enterprises
and exporters.”
EDC
and
Philexport said approval of the rate
increase requested
by the Manila North
Harbor Port, Inc.
should be postponed
“until the required
Regulatory Impact
Assessment to determine the regulatory burden of the
proposal can be con-

ducted.”
They added that the
agency should “waive its
share in the cargo handling
fee to resolve the ‘conflict of
interest’ issue around PPA
and enhance the competitiveness of the economy.”
Virtual public hearings
on the petition of the Manila North Harbor Port have
been scheduled, with all concerned parties invited to attend the hearing. BUSINESS
WORLD
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Private donors of gifts to
Hidilyn Diaz must pay donor’s tax
THE Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) said prizes
and incentives received by
Olympic gold medalist Hidilyn Diaz for her win are
excluded from the computation of her gross income
but private donors are expected to pay the donor’s tax
for their gifts to the athlete,
Thursday.
Under Philippine law,
Diaz is to receive a P10-million incentive. Tycoons Ramon Ang and Manny Pangilinan will also give her P10
million each, while a Dennis Uy-led foundation said
it would give the athlete P5
million.
President Rodrigo Duterte said he would give Diaz
another P3 million while
Rep. Mikee Romero prom-

ised another P3 million.
On top of the money,
the athlete will also receive
3 houses, 1 condo unit worth
P14 million, 1 van and 1 SUV.
Private firms also gifted her
with free flights and free gasoline for life.

The P10-million mandated by law “shall be considered an exclusion from gross
income” in compliance with
Section 32 (B)(7)(d) of the
Tax Code, the BIR said.
Donations from the private sector are also exclud-

ed from the computation of
her gross income, the agency
added.
“The latter however presupposes that the generous
donors have already paid the
donor’s tax on these items,”
the BIR said.

Donor’s tax has been
lowered under the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) law to 6 percent in excess of P250,000,
the agency said.
The BIR also congratulated Diaz and the Philippine
team for representing the
country in the Tokyo 2020
Olympics.
“We congratulate Hidilyn Diaz and the Philippine
team, and we hope for the
best for the Filipino athletes
still in the running to earn
their spot at the Olympic podium,” it said.
Diaz won the country’s
first Olympic gold medal
after winning the women’s
weightlifting
55-kilogram
event against China. ABSCBN

CDA to upscale cooperatives across PH
THE Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) is
aiming to streamline agency
requirements while providing
more training and technical assistance to upscale competencies of cooperatives across the
country.
In a virtual forum, CDA
Chairman Undersecretary Joseph “Joy” Encabo presented
to the cooperative sector the
accomplishments of the agency
in the first 100 days under his
leadership. He discussed programs, advocacies of the CDA
as well as its pipeline programs
for the cooperative sector in the

Philippines.
Encabo said the CDA will
focus on “revitalizing” the provisions of capacity building
measures and technical assistance to newly formed micro
and small cooperatives in different regions nationwide.
We’re still working with
different government agencies
to provide more training and
governance to upscale competencies of our cooperatives,”
Encabo said, noting the initiative will focus on capacity enhancement measures and skills
training. “These measures and
initiatives are a product of our

cooperation with cooperatives
on grounds,” he added.
Encabo also said the agency aims to make itself a “listening” institution, providing
immediate and appropriate assistance that local cooperatives
deserve.
Staying true to its commitment to a listening CDA, the
agency has launched a hotline,
which Encabo described, as
“instrumental” in hearing and
gathering the concerns of cooperatives in the country.
Furthermore, the CDA is
targeting to complete its digitization program, which will

convert, manage and track all
physical documents into digital
formats starting from the registration documents, according
to Encabo. “This will be significant in providing fast and reliable services to cooperatives
requesting for documents.”
Aside from this, the CDA is
also planning to provide internet connectivity for micro and
small cooperatives in a bid to
substantially help grow their
network.
“Laying out these rosters
of blueprints, my sincerest
thanks to all CDA officials,
hardworking competent staff

and personnel to all regional
offices, cooperative leaders and
members and partner agencies
for being instrumental for the
success of these programs,”
Encabo said.
“These works are necessary for us to continue the
good works of the past leaders to forge a new path for the
cooperatives sector to uphold
our commitment and give to
the people what they dutifully deserve. Regardless of the
ups and downs in this journey,
what matters most is to know
that we are moving,” he added.
THE MANILA TIMES

PCCI, DTI ink MOU for startups tech-based trainings
THE Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) and the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to
help local businesses and
startups transition into the
digital economy through the
development and conduct of
technology-based
training
programs.
Signatories to the MOU
were PCCI Pres. Amb. Benedicto Yujuico, DTI Sec. Ramon Lopez, PCCI Innovation
Center Managing Director

Mr. Miguel Yujuico, PCCI Innovation Committee Director
Mr. Perry Ferrer.
To prepare the Filipino
youth and workforce for Industry 4.0, PCCI and DTI will
provide learning opportunities on frontier technologies
such as Mobile Application
Development, Cloud Technology, Artificial Intelligence,
Internet of Things (IoT), Robotics, and Blockchain Technology to name a few.
“We do hope that in sharing the same vision of an innovation-led country, the

partnership we are forging
today will lead to a stronger
innovation culture, and develop a vibrant innovation
ecosystem, as we are now in
the midst of transformation
to Industry 4.0.” PCCI Pres.
Amb. Yujuico said.
Lopez also expressed his
enthusiasm in Amb. Yujuico’s
offer of extending the PCCI
Innovation Center to DTI as
venue for its own B2B meetings and foreign business delegations.
He cited the PCCI initiative being also in line with

the Inclusive Innovation Industrial Strategy (i3S) of the
DTI that he envisioned when
he was appointed to head the
agency.
To be able to have smarter MSMEs as envisioned, Lopez said, it has to be really full
of innovations, continuous
innovations, continuous creativity.
“That is the kind of entrepreneurs we envisioned
for the country because that
is where we really can see
higher value products, more
beautiful design of products,

including services. That is
the kind of business sector
and entrepreneurs we should
have in the country,” he said.
He cited the PCCI for
having the physical facility
that will really enable a lot of
young start-ups and entrepreneurs. “This is the kind of
entrepreneurs we really want
to develop and for this we really like to thank you and congratulate the PCCI family,” he
said as he likened the PCCI
Innovation Center to that of
the Silicon Valley. MANILA
BULLETIN
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Youth job starters graduate
from life skills training
OVER a hundred youth
in Cebu City and Negros
Oriental recently graduated from a 10-day Life Skills
Training (LST).
LST is a component of
the JobStart Philippines
program of the Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE).
In Cebu City, the LST
produced 95 graduates,
while Negros Oriental has
49. The graduates completed the 37 modules of
the training with the DOLE
closely working together
with the concerned Public
Employment Service Offices (PESOs).
DOLE-7 Regional Director Salome O. Siaton, in
addressing the graduates

during the virtual graduation rites held in Negros
Oriental and Cebu City,
respectively, highlighted
the LST as one of the important components of
the JobStart Philippines
program, being a full
cycle employment facilitation service of DOLE
that promotes youth employability.
“DOLE has always
been at the forefront in
promoting decent and
equal job opportunities
especially for the youth.
The Department came up
with this kind of training to
support them. It is designed
to strengthen their personal values and skills to help
them become successful

Restrictions in
Cebu City PUVs
THE Cebu City Transportation Office (CCTO) announced that the city government and concerned national
government agencies agreed
to revise several health protocols for PUVs operating in
the city now that Cebu City
transitions to a stricter community quarantine status
Eating, ‘loud talking’,
overloading, standing inside,
double sitting (sabak), and
‘kapyot’ are not allowed.
PUV operators and drivers should not allow symptomatic passengers, and
those without face mask and
face shield to board their vehicles.

CCTO, in a statement
posted on social media, said
drivers, operators, conductors, and even passengers
caught violating the new
rules could face punishment
of one-day detention and
fines.
Cebu City is placed under
Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ)
from August 1 to August 15
but PUVs are allowed to operate.
In the meantime, the city
transportation office also released an updated list for the
maximum seating capacity of
all types of PUVs in the city.

jobseekers,” she said.
Youth beneficiaries or
the trainees would receive
the following: (For the Life
Skills Training): Mobile
data/internet allowance for
online LST; LST Stipend;
Van-for-Hires
(V-Hires) or
“UV Express”

Taxis and TNVS

and GSIS/Basic Accident Insurance. (For
the Technical Training and Internship):
Medical; Swab Testing;
Communication allowance; Technical Training grant; and Technical
Training Stipend.
For the year, the
LGUs/PESOs
implementing JobStart Philippines are LGU/PESO
Cebu City; LGU/PESO
Dumaguete City; and
LGU/PESO Bohol Province with each one targeting
to have 100 program beneficiaries.
Also attending both Virtual LST Graduation Rites
was DOLE Assistant Secretary and concurrent Bureau

of Local Employment (BLE)
Director, Dominique R.
Tutay.
JobStart seeks to assist unemployed youth find
decent jobs by supporting
them to make informed career decisions, and by giving them a chance to improve their technical skills
and develop life skills necessary to succeed in today’s
competitive workplace.
Priority
beneficiaries
are the at-risk youth especially those, who are (1) not
currently working or enrolled in school or training;
(2) with less than one year
or no work experience; (3)
have at least reached high
school; (4) 18-24 years old;
and (5) Filipino citizen. PR

N/A

Maximum of two (2) passengers/commuters
per row, however, only one (1) passenger will be
seating in the front seat

Ordinary
(Sedan)

Three (3) seating passengers
(1x2)

Premium
(Sedan)

Three (3) seating passengers
(1x2)

Premium
(MPV & UV)

Maximum of two (2) passengers per row,
however, only one (1) passenger will be seating
in the front seat.

Shuttle services

N/A

Actual Maximum Passenger Capacity
(Seating Passengers)
X
0.75
(75% Passenger Seating Capacity)

Motorcycle Taxis

N/A

Maximum of one (1) passenger seating at the back
of the driver with the driver wearing the prescribed
standard plastic barriers of motorcycle taxis.

Tricycles

N/A

CCTO

Maximum of one (1) passenger/commuter
in the side car

Cebu churches observe 10% seating capacity

MONSIGNOR
Renato
Beltran Jr., Archdiocese of
Cebu chancellor, in a statement Friday, said churches
will observe a 10-percent
seating capacity for churchgoers as Cebu reverts to the
modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ).
The new policy took ef-

fect on Sunday.
Cebu City and Cebu province are placed under MECQ
from August 1 to 15, amid the
climb in coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) cases.
“This may be increased
to a maximum of 30 percent
but with permission from
our respective LGUs (local

government units),” Beltran
said.
However, he said, the
Emergency Operations Center has the final say whether
to allow up to 30 percent capacity for Cebu City parishes.
He said funeral Masses
are limited only to the immediate family members.

“The most important
consideration, as our underlying principle in the observance of our liturgical health
protocols, is our coordination and collaboration with
our respective (LGUs),” he
said.
In August last year, the
city government of Cebu,

through Mayor Edgardo Labella, directed the Archdiocese of Cebu to downsize its
capacity during church services up to 10 percent, following a surge in Covid-19
cases in the villages.
The archdiocesan officials immediately implemented the policy. PNA
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Implement parental
supervised lockdown: Rama
CEBU City Acting Mayor Michael “Mike” Rama has
issued a memorandum to all
barangay captains, among
others, to implement the
Parental Supervised Family
Lockdown.
He said this Modified
Enhanced Community Quarantine (MECQ) for Cebu City
is good for 14 days only.
“As acting mayor, I saw
the data, I saw the cases, I
saw the concern. Therefore,
we all help each other. Some
people can bring strong contribution against Covid-19 or
Delta Variant by obeying the
curfew or liquor ban,” Rama
said.
He added that the police
has a clear marching order to

arrest all violators on health
protocol.
He said that at present,
we have Johnson and Johnson vaccine with only one
dose. Most of the vaccines
were for the senior citizens.
There is also the Sinovac.
“There’s no such thing
as walk-in for vaccination to
avoid overcrowding. The senior citizens are given priority. One thing is sure after this
vaccination campaign, that
we will all benefit,” Rama
said.
The acting mayor was
roaming around hospitals in
Cebu City to assess the situation, accompanied by several
department heads. ELIAS O.
BAQUERO

Cebu City vax registrants reach over 400K
THE Cebu City’s coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)
vaccination program has attracted more than 400,000
individuals who were willing
to be inoculated and have already registered.
Richter
Castañares,
Management
Information
and
Computer
Services
(Mics) officer-in-charge revealed that the latest data
on Sunday, Aug. 1, 2021,
showed, 426,133 individuals

are presently
registered.
The number is equivalent to 61
percent of the
700,000
individuals the
City Government targeted
to
inoculate
to achieve herd immunity---100,086 of which, belongs to Priority Code A4, or

economic workers.
City Health Department
officer-in-charge Dr. Jeffrey

Ibones said the major reason why more
people want to get the
jab is the threat of the
highly contagious delta
variant of the disease.
The Department of
Health (DOH) 7 earlier announced that
of the 32 cases of the
delta variant detected
in Cebu, 6 were tagged from
Cebu City.
Ibones said the City will

add six more vaccination centers once it has an adequate
supply of vaccines, totaling the
vaccination sites to 12.
“Imagine if we will have
12 sites opened, since each
site can inoculate 1,000 individuals, then we can vaccinate
around 240,000 individuals
in a month,” he said.
Cebu City has vowed it
will continue to vaccinate individuals even while the city is
under MECQ. SUNSTAR/ PR

Probe team operates 24/7 to arrest quarantine violators
THE Cebu City Prevention, Restoration, Order,
Beautification and Enhancement (Probe) team
will operate 24/7 from August 1 to 15, 2021and will
not hesitate to apprehend
individuals who would violate quarantine protocols.
Raquel Arce, Probe
team chief, said they strictly implemented a stay-athome policy to senior citizens ages 65 and above and
minors.
This, even as Cebu City Acting Mayor Mike Rama has
not issued an executive order for the guidelines of the
quarantine status.
The Cebu City Covid Ac-

tion Team
has
been
divided into
two,
for
north and
south.
Fourteen
pers o n n e l
from
the
Cebu City
Transportation Office,
Cebu Environmental
Sanitation
and Enforcement Team,
Cebu City Anti-Mendicancy Team, Task Force
Kasaligan, Bantay Dagat,
Philippine National Police

and Probe team composed
each team, Arce added.
People inside markets
are also monitored to make
sure minimum health stan-

dards
are
properly observed.
Arce
said
the violators
during Sunday’s operation were
mostly
senior citizens
and minors.
No
arrests
were made,
though, but
they
were
advised
to

stay at home.
However, they were able
to apprehend 31 persons violating the anti-smoking ordinance and for not wearing

face masks.
Violators are directed to
the Cogon Ramos Gym and
should pay the P500 fine or
render community service
for five hours.
“I hope parents will take
responsibility for their children since there are minors
who were infected by the
virus. Your family is your
responsibility, do not pass
it to the government,” Arce
said.
Despite the modified enhanced community quarantine (MECQ) status implementation in Cebu City,
movements and transportation are not affected. CEBU
CITY PIO
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Yap to request RIATF to close
Bohol’s borders for 2 weeks

GOV. Arthur Yap together
with the Bohol Inter Agency
Task Force (BIATF) medical
cluster, mayors of Bohol and
the local business sector with
the Bohol Inter Agency Task
Force (BIATF) medical cluster, mayors of Bohol and the
local business sector will request the Regional IATF (RIATF) to allow the province to
close its borders to air and sea
travelers for two weeks starting on August 6 until 20, 2021.
This course of action
came up when the group met
on July 31, 2021.
Yap said the time when
Bohol province will be closing
its borders is an opportunity
to bring down infection rates
and ramp up vaccine rollout
efforts,
“This way, the Province
will be given time to coordinate with the [local government units] LGUs in continuing efforts to bring down
infection numbers through
aggressive testing and contact tracing, and ensuring
the greater use of Temporary
Treatment and Monitoring

Facilities (TTMF) outside of
Tagbilaran City. More importantly, the LGUs in Bohol
need this time period to drive
an aggressive program to
vaccinate the senior citizens,
those with co-morbidities
and to support our [overseas
Filipino workers] OFWs who
need to be deployed abroad
quickly, as we prepare Bohol to repel and contain any
possible Delta Variant infec-

tions,” Yap said.
Businessmen Marlito Uy
of the Alturas Group of Companies and Reginald Ong of
Bohol Quality Corporation,
the Bohol Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dr. Kazan Benigno Baluyot of the
Philippine College of Physicians and the Bohol Medical
Society, and Atty. Lucas Nunag of the Provincial Tourism
Council converged and came

up with a consensus looking
at the province being able to
sustain a two-week closure to
sea and air travelers synchronized with the circuit-breaker
lockdowns in NCR and Cebu.
This will afford Bohol the
chance to contain infection
and prepare for a possible entry of the Delta Variant in the
island.
The governor has also ordered the mayors to fast track

the vaccination efforts among
senior citizens and persons
with co-morbidities.
Yap reminded the mayors
to ensure that the weak and
vulnerable sectors of society
should be inoculated as soon
as possible so as not to overwhelm the health care system
with patients.
“I agree that the period
must also be used to ramp up
numbers of vaccination rates
on the vulnerable senior citizens and those with co-morbidities. We must target a daily vaccination rate of at least
5,000, and ensure that by the
end of August, we will have
been able to vaccinate 44,000
more individuals to add to our
about 60,000 fully vaccinated
individuals,” Yap said.
In a related development, Provincial Health Office officer-in-charge Dr. Cesar Tomas Lopez, said all Bohol hospitals are under Code
Red Alert Level 4---meaning,
no medical personnel will be
allowed to go on vacation as
all leaves are cancelled. The
BOHOL TRIBUNE

Fake news cause for vaccine hesitancy among some Boholanos
PROVINCIAL Administrator Kathyrin Pioquinto
blamed the proliferation of
fake news and misinformation coming from anti-vaccine groups as the main
reason that some people in
Bohol remain hesitant to get
vaccinated.
“Ang mga doctors mismo ang miingon nga kining
mga Facebook posts ug mga
viral messages nga isabwag

sa anti-vaxers ang hinungdan mao na maghesitate ang
mga tawo magpavaccine kay
mahadlok sila sa effects sa
vaccine based sa fake ug viral
nga mga messages,” the provincial administrator, who is
also the executive director of
the BIATF said.
Pioquinto said the BIATF
will look at providing incentives to entice people to get
vaccinated.

Moreover, in the same
forum, Provincial Health Office (PHO) officer-in-charge
Dr. Cesar Tomas Lopez said
there seems to be some degree of hesitancy at least
among the senior citizens
and persons with co-morbidity group in the province.
Out of 110,592 identified
senior citizens in the province only 32, 955 senior citizens have been vaccinated so

far.

Furthermore, out of the
31,927 pinpointed persons
with co-morbidity in the
province, only 14,979 persons were inoculated, he
added.
According to Lopez,
doctors will be conducting
a campaign against vaccine
hesitancy in the different
towns of Bohol.
Lopez announced that

on Monday, August 2, they
will meet with the officials
of the Bohol Medical Society
and the Philippine College
of Physicians at the PHO because they have doctors who
are willing to go around the
municipalities to campaign
for the government’s vaccination program and convince people of the benefits
of getting the jabs. THE BOHOL TRIBUNE

2 Bohol cops receive
‘Medalya ng Kagalingan’
PHILIPPINE National
Police (PNP) Chief General
Guillermo Eleazar awarded
the “Medalya ng Kagalingan” to two policemen for
their accomplishments in the
campaign against drugs and
other lawless elements in the
province.
Major John Kareen
Escober and Lt. Jose Le-

ander Velasquez were the
recipients of the “Medalya
ng Kagalingan (PNP Merit
Medal)”.
Escober was awarded
Merit Medal for his operational accomplishment that
led to the arrest of a terrorist member, Alfio Sarsale, who used a firearm to
threaten his neighbors in

Barangay Rizal in Batuan
town.
Velasquez, on the other
hand, led the successful buybust operation in Barangay
Salvador in Cortes town last
May 13, 2021, that resulted
to the arrest of Maricel Aparre who had in her possession P692,000 worth of shabu. BOHOL ISLAND NEWS

AWARDING. PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF GENERAL
GUILLERMO ELEAZAR IN BOHOL.
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Trump ordered to hand over
tax returns to Congress
THE US justice department has ordered the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to
hand over former President
Donald Trump’s tax returns
to Congress.
The move reverses a 2019
finding that the request from
the House Ways and Means
Committee was “disingenuous.”
The decision appears to
end a long legal battle over the
records and is seen as a sharp
legal blow to Mr Trump.
Every US president since
1976 except Trump has released their tax returns.
When he was president,
Trump repeatedly said he was
under audit by the IRS and

so could not
release
his
tax returns
although
the IRS has
said an audit would not
stop the release of the
information.
T h e
House Ways
and Means
Committee
has
previously argued that it required
the former president’s tax returns for an investigation into
whether he complied with tax
law.
The Trump-era justice

department, however, refused
to hand them over. It argued
that the Democrat-controlled
House of Representatives was
seeking them for partisan political gain.

Eurozone’s economy grows 2%
THE eurozone’s economy grew by 2% in the second
three months of the year,
taking the region out of recession.
New figures suggest
there was growth in all the
individual national economies which reported data.
The 19-nation bloc had
suffered a so-called double-dip recession when the
economy contracted in the
previous two quarters.
However, the eurozone
remains 3% down from its
pre-pandemic level in late
2019.
A recovery is under way
in the region after the surge
in coronavirus infections in
the winter.
In Italy and Spain, two

countries whose economies
were badly damaged by
the pandemic, growth approached 3% in both.
There was an even stronger rebound in Austria and
Portugal, with the latter reporting its economy had expanded by 4.9%.
The eurozone’s two largest economies saw more
moderate
growth,
1.5%
in Germany and 0.9% in
France.
The growth statistics are
first estimates, so there is little detail showing the breakdown of the pattern of recovery.
However,
household
spending made an important contribution in France,
Germany and especially in

Spain. In France there was a
surge in the hotel and restaurant trade of 29%.
Andrew
Kenningham,
chief Europe economist at
Capital Economics, said
Portugal’s rebound might
reflect “a slightly less disastrous tourism season than
Spain’s”.
He forecasted “another
strong number for eurozone
GDP” in the third quarter of
the year, which “would bring
the economy close to, but below, its pre-pandemic level”.
Other new eurozone figures showed the number of
people unemployed fell by
more than 400,000 in June,
though it is still one million
higher than the low it hit early last year. BBC

In an opinion released
on
Friday,
the
justice
department’s
Office of Legal Counsel
determined
that the committee “has
invoked sufficient reasons”
for requesting
the tax information.
“Treasury must furnish
the information to the Committee,” the opinion said.
Among those who praised
the decision was House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a Dem-

ocrat, who said the American
people “deserve to know the
facts of his troubling conflicts
and undermining of our security and democracy as president”.
In February, Trump was
ordered by the US Supreme
Court to hand over his tax returns and other financial records to prosecutors in New
York.
The decision was a blow
to Trump, who had been in a
legal battle to protect his records from a grand jury.
He has continuously denied any wrongdoing and has
called the investigation into
his tax affairs a “witch hunt”.
BBC

Google sued in UK for
overcharging millions of users
ALPHABET Inc.’s Google
faces a London suit over
claims it overcharged nearly
20 million U.K. customers
for app store purchases, just
a month after it was sued in a
similar US case.
Google
Play
Store’s
30% surcharge for digital
purchases is “excessive and
unfair,” the claimants said
in a press release Thursday.
The suit, filed at London’s
Competition Appeal Tribunal
on Wednesday, says Google
breaches European and
UK competition laws at the
“expense of millions of loyal
customers in the UK”
App stores are facing
increasing scrutiny with
Apple Inc.’s the target

of a European Union
investigation and a US
lawsuit from app developer
Epic Games. The same
lawyers behind the Google
claim also filed a similar suit
in London against Apple in
May. The two tech giants also
face a UK antitrust probe
into the “duopoly” power of
their mobile ecosystems.
Last month, Google was
sued by three dozen states
in the U.S. alleging that it
abused its power over the
sale and distribution of
apps through its Google
Play store. It was accused of
collecting an “extravagant”
commission
on
app
purchases. THE ECONOMIC
TIMES

Fed official says having U.S. central bank digital currency “urgent”
FEDERAL Reserve Governor Lael Brainard on Friday cited a range of reasons
for “urgency” of developing
a U.S. central bank digital
currency, including the fact
that other countries such as
China are moving ahead with
their own.
“The dollar is very dominant in international payments, and if you have the
other major jurisdictions in
the world with a digital currency, a CBDC (central bank

digital currency) offering, and
the U.S. doesn’t have one,
I just, I can’t wrap my head
around that,” Brainard told
the Aspen Institute Economic Strategy Group. “That just
doesn’t sound like a sustainable future to me.”
Fed officials are taking
a deep dive into the digital
payment universe, collecting
public feedback on the potential costs and benefits as well
as design considerations with
a view to publishing a discus-

sion paper in early September.
Fed Chair Jerome Powell in comments earlier this
month described the analysis
as a key step in accelerating
the Fed’s efforts to determine
if it should issue its own CDBC.
“One of the most compelling use cases is in the international realm, where intermediation chains are opaque
and long and costly,” Brainard said on Friday.
But there are domestic
reasons too for a U.S.-backed

digital currency, she said: the
dramatic rise in stablecoins, a
form of cryptocurrency pegged
to a conventional currency
such as the U.S. dollar but not
backed by any government.
Stablecoins could proliferate and fragment the
payment system, or one or
two could emerge as dominant, she said. Either way,
“in a world of stable coins you
could imagine that households and businesses, if the
migration away from curren-

cy is really very intense, they
would simply lose access to
a safe government backed
settlement asset, which is of
course what currency has always provided.”
A CBDC could also help
solve other problems, she suggested, including the difficulty
during the pandemic of getting government payments to
people without bank accounts,
who also tend to be the very
people who need the payments the most. REUTERS

